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The [on. Wiiliam J. Clinton,
President,

United States of America,
The White touse,
Washingten D.C. 20300,
U.S.A.

29 March 2000.

Decar Mr, President,

You may recall during your visit to Ireland in 1995 you kindly ottered to
greet the (rish tall ship the Jeanie Johnston on her amival in the United
States. I'm proud to tell you that the replica ship is.now nearing
‘completion in County Kerry and will set sail for America in mid May
_am'ving, ﬁrst in the WaShinc7[on area the week beginning June 19™ next.

The original Jeanie ./ohns/on was the most f'\mous orthe Irish 19®
century emigrant ships. She sailed on:the American route and brouwht
¢migrants fleeing the polato famine to the New. World. She carried‘a full
* complement of 200 passengers! and 17 crew. drawn from Narth and. South. |
Remdlk'lbl) in-the era of the d!SC'iSE rlddm ‘Coffin: ‘;hlps Jeanze nevcr oY
Iost a passev;__,ur to dnseasc or lhc sea dunng 16 trans—Atlannc voy'\ges

fhc re bom /eame Johnston is. a wondcmful LdeplL of Insh Am\,rlchz_m
; pmtnexslup It has been built by young people from: dlsadvmtaged "<
Umomst and N'—\tlonahql commumues North and South and from vanousf”_
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The project is a non-partisan effort supported by the Irish and British
Govemments and by political leaders from North and South. John Fume
has been a supporter from the oulset and the Jeanie Johnston has been
called the “ship of peace’ by Progressive Unionist Party Leader David
lirvine. The ship is a powerful symbol of the new and peacctul [reland
and 1t is peace and prosperity on the island that has allowed it to be built.

I know that our Ambassador Sean O Huiginn will be in touch with you
shortly regarding the ship’s visit as will your Ammbassador Mike Sullivan
who has been f{ollowing our progress with interest.

President McAleese, patron of the project, will officially launch the ship
at a ceremony attended by political leaders and triends of the project
North and South.

It would be a wonder[ul honor if you could meet the Jeanie Johnston and
her crew an arrival in Alexandria on or around June 19", T know your
schedule is very busy but we can time our arrival to suit you.

I hope, Mr. President, you will be able to welcome us to America.

With best wishes,

Dick Sprit
Chairman,
Millennium Voyage Committee.








































March 31, 2000 (cont’d)

To this end, | have enclosed the following:

-—

. “About Niels H. Lausersen, MD"
Brief biography
2. New York Times Story, January 23, 2000
Fraud Case Draws Attention to Lack of Infertility Coverage
3. Letters to Alan R. Kaufman, Esq.
US Attorney’s Office from
Theodore V. Well, Jr., Attorney for Dr. Lausersen
4. Summary of Dr. Lausersen's defense

Mr. President, | know this is much more than you ever wanted to hear about this issue.
We both have great respect for Dr. Lausersen's achievements and personal
commitment to the advancement of women'’s healthcare. The fact that the case ended
with a hung jury suggests to me that the case should not be re-tried. Thank you most
sincerely for letting me bring this to your attention.

With great respect for you personally, and your office, | wish to remain most sincerely,

Peter A. Lusk

PAL/tdf
Attachments
cc.  Mr. Kris Engskov

The President's Aide
The White House

(2000-0331-Letter 10 Lhe Presudent)
























that American women DO NOT MATTER . Indeed, by refusing to pay for what we will prove
were legitimate and much needed medical procedures - many times saving the patient’s life -
these insurance companies are setting a precedent that says “ We can stop payment anytime , for
any reason we choose - regardless of what a doctor deems is important or necessary or even life
saving treatment.” Insurance companies want the power to say who lives and who dies - and thev

want to wipe the blood on the white coats of doctors everywhere .

Maybe the worst part of all this - they have wrongfully enlisted the help of the United States
government to do their dirty work. By bringing this case to trial, it is the US Government who is

now being forced to rob women of their precious right to have equal and quality medical care.
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January 23, 2000

Fraud Case Draws Attention to Lack
of Infertility Coverage

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER

@1 s insurance fraud cases go. the federal
government's case against Dr. Niels H. Lauersen
is far from typical.

Dr. Lauersen, a well-known Manhattan gynecologist
and fertility expert, did not deal with Medicare or
Medicaid, the government insurance programs that
often attract fraudulent billing schemes. And
prosecutors acknowledge that unlike doctors in most
medical fraud cases, who bill for procedures that never
took place or for patients who do not exist, Dr. Lauersen
treated real patients for real conditions, treatments they
were desperately seeking.

In what legal experts say is new territory for health care
fraud cases, Dr. Lauersen is accused of billing insurance
companies for routine gynecological procedures to
cover for what he was really doing: fertility surgeries for
women who could not otherwise get pregnant. Over
the course of 10 years, law enforcement officials say,
the doctor submitted hundreds of false bills amounting
to roughly $4 million.

Fertility experts and gynecologists, as well as their
patients, say that false billing is common among doctors
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1. In this case the government wrongfully accused Dr. Lauersen of billing for gynecological
procedures to cover the cost of fertility procedures . Although the government claim that this
was done in about 500 cases over a 10 year span, they only listed six patients in the indictment
and only had proof that around 100 patients actually received fertility treatments as well.

2. The truth is the government did not understand Dr. Lauersen’s billing procedures, nor did they
understand that what he did for the cases in questions were dual procedures. These are
procedures during which an indicated gynecological surgery 1s performed to remove a cyst,
endometriosis or scar tissue, conditions that might obstruct the possibility of conception. These
are also procedures that State of New York has demanded insurance companies pay for.

The second part of the dual procedures involve actual fertility treatments.

Dual procedures have been used for many years by top doctors around the world, to save patients
not only money, but also the trauma of an unnecessary extra surgery - and many medical papers
have been published worldwide attesting to the success of this method of treatment.

Dr. Lauersen rightly billed the insurance companies for the gynecological portion of the dual
procedures and either asked the patient to pay some money towards to the fertility procedure, or,
if the patient could not afford it, not charge them at all for the fertility procedure - the costs of
which Dr. Lauersen chose to bear on his own.

No wrong doing was ever done, or proven, and in fact, the case, when recently tried in New
York City, resulted in a hung jury, and consequently a mistrial. To try this case again, as the
government is suggesting be done, would, in the opinions of many, including many of the jurors
who I have personally met, be not only a waste of the government’s money, but also send a
wrong and dangerous message around the world about how the US government feels about
women and their right to quality and equal medical care.



