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President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
Washington D.C.

March 15, 2000

Dear President Clinton:

Allow me 10 personally commend you for your commitment to the Alrican American
communijty and the {ssues we face. It is your demonstrated understanding and
willingness to act that has led me to submit this request to award the Presidential Medal
of Freedom posthumously to Mr. John H. Sengstacke. ’

During my career with the Chicago Nefender | have had the opportunity to work
directly under the tutelage of the late John H. Sengstacke as assistant 1o the chairman
of Sengstacke Enterprises. Although Mr. Sengstacke was highly regarded in his
capacity as Publisher of the Chicago Defender and recognized for his pionecring work
done in that capacity, his accomplishments extend above and beyond the job ol a
newspaper publisher.

Mr. Sengstacke demonstrated his dedication and commitment to his country and the
principles upon which it was founded through his courageous stand on the
desegregation of the Armed Forces. As a result, his continuing efforts helped to expose
the negative effect on morale and efficiency of racially segregated armed forces.
President Harry S. Truman appointed him to a commission headed by Charles Fahey, to
investigate the utilization of blacks in the Armed Forces and make recommendation’s {or
future policy.

The Fahey Commission visited military bases, intcrviewed personnel and studied reports
on racc relations and troop performance in an atmosphere of apprchension and
sometimes-undisguised hostility. Despite honest doubts of many senior officers and in
the face of deep uncertainty over the effects of reversing a policy almost as old as the
nation, John Scngstacke kept the vision of America free of legal segregation and
accepted discrimination betore his fellow members. In the end, the Fahey Commission
proposed desegregation of the Armed Forces and President ‘I'Tuman accepted the
recommendation.

The historic change in policy was an attitude not accomplished without strong
opposition, both within and outside government. During World War [I, John H.
Sengstacke and indeed the majority of the African-American press, which he had
organized as the Negro Newspaper Publishers Association, (now the National Newspapcr
Publishers Association) were eatened with fedecral prosccutlion for their unrelenting
demands that African Americans be allowed to serve in combat.
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Not the least beneficial effect of the new policy was the demonstrations of pauiotism and
valor by black men and women which represent an aflirtmation before all the world of
American ideals of equal treatment and opportunity.

I am personally indebted to the vision and courage of Mr. Sengstacke as I entered the
U. S. Army immediately after college as a lieutenant and served with honor retiring in
1990 as a colonel

Mr. Sengstacke's influence and vision can be found throughout many of the significant
acts of inclusion, which have now betome historical milestones. Recommendation by
Secretary of Interior Oscar L. Chapman to President ‘I'ruman that Mr. Sengstacke be
appointed membership on the board of directors of the virgin Island Corporation

where he served with distinction for a term of five years.

These historical events include: The organization of a meeting with Judge K. M. landis
and Branch Rickey,which led to the hiring of Jackie Robinson as the first African
American to play baseball in the previously all-white leagucs.

An arrangement to have the first meeting of his newly founded Negro Newspapers
Publishers Associaton held at the White House, then occupied by President Roosevelt.
Known today as the National Newspaper Publishers Association, the organization has
become a major representation of the Black Press with a membership of more than 200

African-American newspapers.

Working closely with President Kennedy, eventually making 4 recommendation
rcsulting in the nomination of James Benton Parsons as a candidate for the appointment
of the first African American to serve on the federal hench.

In conclusion, Mr. President, [ would like to quote your asscssment of the life of Mr.
Sengstacke in your highly treasured condolence letter written to his son, Robert A.
Sengstacke: "Your father was a crusader for cquality and justice, dedicating his skills
and encrgy to make lifc better for millions of his fellow Americans. Throughout his lifc
and carcer, both in the private sectorand in public service, he sirived to help America
live up to its promise of freedom, justice and cqual opportunity [or all. His death is not
only a grcat loss for you and your family, but {or our nation as well."

As our belaved paper prepares to celebrate its 95th anniversary, it is my prayer that this
award is bestowed upon the man who has hclped shape the greatest nation in the world.

Respectfully,

ral Manager
ago Daily Defender

TOTAL P.83









