















































































































































1‘”””5 OFFICE FAX NO.: + 31 70 310 9322
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Embassy of the United States of America
The Hague, the Netherlands
7~
March 9, 2000 [
Cynthia P. Schneider ’ l,‘fb”
Ambassador [ L Lt
ﬂ‘ il/ \¢
The President ](L '
The White House /}
Washington, D. C. ,l} 1 -
/ NCAN -
Dear Mr. President: & )I | T \ A
v, \'L = ‘L“‘* u ?

I'am writing once again to ask whether you might be able to find time for a short visitto ¢
Margraten Cemetery in thc Netherlands in connection with your tnp to Germany in early May. _k"
Only ten minutes from Aachen, Margraten is the largest American cemetery outside France with
more than 8,000 American veterans buried there. May 4 and 5 are the official Remembrance and
Commemoration davs in the Netherlands because this country was Jiberated on May 3, 1945. This
year the May 5 liberation ceremonies will have an American emphasis since | have been invitedto ¢
deliver the keynote speech and Leonard Slatkin will be conducting the special open air concert on
the evening of May S in Amsterdam. In addition, the Lockerbie tnal will open on May 3 in the _
Netherlands, providing a rcason to thank this country for its support. 4 '
Ve

To have you visit Margraten Cemetery, hopefully in the company of Prime Minister Kok (who.
you will remember, has requested to meet with you in Washington since last September), would g)
mark 1n an unforgettablc way the strong bonds of friendship between our two countries. Your vi
to Aachen in early May offers a unique opportunity to do so -- at the cost of only one-two hours.

[ might add that the region around Margraten (the Province of Limburg) gives extraordinary
support to American veterans, their families, and their memory. School groups adopt individual
grave sites; families host veterans and their descendants on Memorial Day; veterans parade

through the strects cvery ycar. In the words of one American veteran, “The Dutch are not friends
to us; they are family.”

Mr. President, I hesitate to bother you with yet another demand on your time. I do believe,
however, that an extraordinary opportunity will be missed if you are not able to make the short trip
across the border around the occasion of the liberation to the symbolic center of Amencan-Dutch
friendship. I have no doubt that such a visit, however short it might have to be, would make a
lasting impression on you and would be forever remembered by the Netherlands.

Respectfully yours
£¢W /J 5

Cynthia P. Schneider








































