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Dear Mrs, Betty Curry and Staff,

I would like to thank the President, and yourself for the support you have shown our
family at our time of loss of our loved one, William Murat Parker JR. died last tuesday
February 22, 2000 at 5:25 PM from complications from a house fire. As | explained over
the phone some of his Presidential and Congressional awards were damaged or lost in the
fire. L Passble Medal of  honar.

Would.your office be able to have them re-issued? along with the Chinese war Memorial
Medal of Honor? Also could your office contact the Chinese People, to let them know of
my uncles passing and howthey have honored our family over the years. We would like to
invite your office, and extend an invitation to the Chinese Embassador to the funeral om
March 11,2000 at 11 AM at Saint Martins By the Lake Episcopal Church in Minnetonka
Beach, Minnesota and tentatively March 19 at 2:30 PM at Good Samaritain Episcopal
Church in Sauke Centre, Minnesota, a part of the 10 block National Historic District.
Burial with Honors will be some time this Summer.

I look forward to hearing from your office.

800 Hutchinson Road

Watertown'Minn 55388

952- 95542172

fax 952-955-2032 3lal OO
Hoof-parker@prodigy.net
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William M. Parker JR., Awarded China war memorial medal of honor and many
congressional and Presidential awards and certificate dies at the age of 80.

A native of Sauke Centre, MN, was awarded the China War Memorial Medal of honor in
1975 by General S. K. Hu at the time, minister of the Chinese Embasy in Washington
D.C. He taught flying with his brother, John Henry Parker in the civilian pilot training
program before Pearl Harbor and both became instructors in the Army Air Corp once the
United States entered the War. Soon after Parker was stationed at Jorhat'Assam, India and
flew the "Hump" more than 60 times. An air lift from India to China bringing mail,
medical supplies and food to the starving Chinese who were blocked off by the Japanese
over the Himalain moutains during World War II, hence the name "Quiet Birds of
Himalain's" without the aid of radar. This caused the loss of 900 planes and many lives.
Parker was the firdt pilot to successfuly fly the Himalain

mountains at night.

He rose to the rank of Captain and then to Colonel, was awarded the U.S. Air medal,
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Purple Heart, and many Presidential and Congressional
citations and awards of Honor, After the War he operated his own company "Parker
Aviation" at Wold Chamberlain Field he became a Northwest Airline Pilot in 1948 flying
for almost 30 years retiring in 1974. He then went to work for Air Fleets International
Incorporated as Director of Flight Operations at the Hollywood International Airport, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida. Parker was Best man at his brothers wedding who married
Aquatennial Queen of 1948 Patricia Mclane Parker He helped to form the Maimi Chapter
of the China-Berma India Pump Pilots Association ( the Q'Bs), a member of the retired
Pilots association and a member of Alpa (The Pilots Union of the U.S.) He Had many
friends in the entertainment field such as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, and the like.

He is survived by his children, his grand children, the spouses of brothers and sisters and
nieces and nephews.cosins His friends are vast and loyal and he will be missed by all.

The Funeral will be at Saint Martins by the Lake, March 11,2000 at 11 O'clock
Minnetonka Beach Mn. and at the Good Samaritan Episcopal church March 19 at 2:30
P.M.Saulk Center Mn, He will be buried with honors sometime this summer.

Shelley Jeanne Parker 612 553-9996

Daughters,

Heather Anne Parker

Sons, -

William m Parker 111[Ret]

William Rieliey

Molly Parker Hoof 952-955-2172
Necese

Friends

Renpa-chet eklund

Lowel! Stafford 612-869-4038
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