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February 22, 20(

Dear Mr. President:

s
L

LIVESTOCK MARKETING ASSOCIA'

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500

LMA represents nearly 900 livestock auction and terminal markets, dealers, order buyers 
and related businesses throughout the United States. By virtue of our member markets weekly if 
not daily contact with hundreds of thousands of small to mid-sized cattle producers all over this 
country, they truly have a finger on the pulse of the grassroots producers in this country.

In light of your meeting with representatives of the R-CALF organization on February 
23, the Livestock Marketing Association (LMA) would like to take this opportunity to express 
our support for the efforts of the R-CALF group on international trade and packer concentration 
issues. Also, we wish to bring to your attention the concerns of tens of thousands of U. S. cattle 
producers who are being denied the right to vote on whether a government mandated program- 
the Beef Checkoff-should be continued or terminated.

Over the past few years there has been an enormous outpouring of concern from beef 
producers about the lack of accountability and poor management of the beef checkoff. Also, 
producers have become increasingly frustrated with their inability to vote periodically on the 
program's continuation or termination. Thus, at our producer customers' urging, LMA initiated a 
petition drive requesting the Secretary of Agriculture to hold a referendum on the continuation of 
the beef checkoff program.

Over 50 years of dedicated service to the Livestock Industry

7509 Tiffany Springs Pkwy. • Kansas City, M0 64153-2315 • 816-891-0502 • 1-800-821-2048 • Fax 816-891-7926

In early November 1999, LMA submitted 146,000 petitions (123,000 within the 
designated period) to the Secretary requesting a vote on the beef checkoff. (These 146,000 
petitions presented by LMA not only represents far more than the number of beef producer 
signatures required to compel a referendum, but also more than three times the membership of 
the largest cattle organization, the National Cattleman’s Beef Association.) To date, the 
Department of Agriculture has yet to begin the validation of those petitions. Neither has the 
Secretary responded to repeated calls for him to use his discretionary authority to immediately 
proceed to a vote.
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Thank you for your consideration in this regard.

Sincerely,

LIVESTOCK MARKETING ASSOCIATION

Jim W. Schaben, Jr.

JWSjr./lg 

...........Schaben, Jr.
President

c: Hon. Daniel Glickman, Secretary
U. S. Department of Agriculture

Given the massive outpouring of support for a vote from the nation's beef producers and 
the fact that the Secretary recently endorsed the need for periodic continuance referenda for all 
commodity checkoffs, it is time that those who pay into these program be given the final say. 
We therefore urge you, Mr. President, to intercede on behalf of the tens of thousands of 
producers who are demanding a vote on the beef checkoff-their first opportunity since the 
program was initiated more than a decade ago--and request the Secretary hold a vote on the beef 
checkoff within the next six months.

Hon. William J. Clinton
President of the United States 
February 22, 2000
Page 2
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Dear Mr. President:
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President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20220

As police officers, it is our responsibility to reach out to these children. We must provide 
an alternative to gang activity. For this reason, the United States Secret Service Soccer Club is 
hosting the Fifth Annual “Stop the Violence” Futsal Five-A-Side Indoor Soccer Tournament to 
be held on Saturday, March 18, and Sunday, March 19, 2000 at American University in 
Washington, DC. This two-day soccer event will feature men’s and women’s adult law 
enforcement agency teams from both the United States and abroad as well as teams from the 
Washington, DC diplomatic corps. Last year fifty-four teams participated to include several 
youth teams from Washington, DC inner-city programs. The soccer club respectfully invites you 
to attend this event.

Juvenile crime continues to be a major topic across America. For law enforcement 
agencies throughout the United States and the world it is a battle we continually fight. 
Unfortunately, youth gang activity has expanded to involve the extremely deadly combination of 
drugs and guns. Today, youth face a tremendous amount of peer pressure from athletics to 
academics to social status. Many gangs benefit from children being outcasts from these arenas. 
Children want to be accepted by whatever means possible. Statistics have proven that many 
juvenile crimes and youth gang activities occur after school during the hours between 3:00 pm 
and 6:00 pm.

_______________________

The tournament will kick off with an Olympic style opening ceremony at 9:00 am on 
Saturday, March 18, 2000 at American University’s Bender Arena, 4400 Massachusetts Ave., 
NW, Washington, DC 20016. All the participating athletes will march in representing their 
department and country. -We-woultLbfidionored if you could attend and say a few remarks on the 
importance of after-school programs and the police involvement with such programs? ^

All proceeds from this event will benefit DC SCORES, a non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping students build their athletic and literacy skills and self-confidence. DC 
SCORES is an after-school program whose mission is to inspire and promote creativity, 
academic achievement, community involvement and athleticism among urban youth through 
soccer and creative academic workshop. DC SCORES works in partnership with schools, 
neighborhoods, the soccer community and talented education professionals. It currently operates 
in sixteen DC public schools and serves nearly 500 student-athletes. Adult leaders coach the 
students in soccer and give them guidance in writing workshops where they are encouraged to 
express their feelings. DC SCORES allows students to find their own voices, and find ways to 
improve their communities from within.

4 to l<_l  ̂ouvXW-
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Sincerely,

The Secret Service, participating law enforcement agencies, and the teams from the 
diplomatic corps are committed to assisting the inner-city children of Washington, DC in the 
hope of improving their lives and communities.

Thank you for your consideration in helping us in our efforts to “Stop the Violence”. If 
you have any questions or would like more information please contact me at 202-757-4900.

The DC SCORES program has expanded to Boston, Massachusetts. The NEW 
ENGLAND SCORES program is the first replication of DC SCORES. The launch of NEW 
ENGLAND SCORES marked the formation of a new national organization, AMERICA 
SCORES. AMERICA SCORES has recently opened DENVER SCORES in Denver, Colorado. 
Plans are currently under way for AMERICA SCORES to embark with a SCORES program in 
New York City and Chicago, Illinois. The long-term plan is to establish a SCORES program in 
at least twelve cities across America. The soccer club’s goal is to assist the programs in each 
city to show the children our support and the importance of “Stopping the Violence”.

Police officers focus on crime prevention and often ask themselves, “What can I do to 
prevent youth violence and gang activity?” By providing support to an after-school program like 
DC SCORES, we are making a difference in hundreds of young lives. What we do as police 
officers reflects our commitment. This tournament will directly benefit these children and keep 
them off the streets.

Officer James D. Oman
U.S. Secret Service Soccer Club
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♦THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

February 18, 2000

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

Senator Gordon SmithTO:

DATE:

RECOMMENDED BY:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

To ask for Senator Smith’s support for Judge Richard Paez, your 
judicial nominee for the Ninth Circuit.

Senator Lott has agreed to hold a vote on Judge Richard Paez by 
March 15, 2000. The vote may take place any time after the 
Senate returns on February 22, 2000.

Judge Paez’s qualifications are indisputable; he received the 
highest rating of the American Bar Association. The attorney 
evaluations of Judge Paez appearing in the Almanac of the Federal 
Judiciary are superlative. In January, the Los Angeles Daily 
Journal performed an in-depth analysis of Judge Paez’s record.

There are signs that the Paez vote may turn into a partisan issue. 
Senator Lott has told the White House that, while he will hold a 
Paez vote, he intends to try to defeat Paez on the grounds that Paez 
is an “activist.” Senator Hatch, for his part, has indicated that he 
may also oppose Paez, even though Hatch has twice voted to report 
Paez favorably out of the Judiciary Committee. Hatch, too, claims 
that Paez is an “activist.”

The accusations against Judge Paez are wholly unfounded. The 
first Mexican American ever to serve as a federal district judge in 
Los Angeles, Paez has almost two decades of judicial experience. 
He is a well-resp«cted, experienced jurist who has bi-partisan 
support and the support of the local law enforcement community. 
Notably, Paez enjoys the endorsement of the United States 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, notwithstanding spurious 
allegations that he is “anti-business.” Representative James 
Rogan, who was a colleague of Paez on the state bench, is a strong 
supporter.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

00 FEB 22 am9:12

••-J -G

As soon as possible.

Beth Nolan and Mark Childress



2

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION: 1.1 appreciate the support you have given to my Central District of 
California nominee Fred Woocher. He is an exceptional lawyer 
and your personal endorsement at his hearing means a lot. We 
hope to get him out of committee soon.

With Senator Lott opposed and Senator Hatch’s position uncertain 
at best, every Republican vote is critical.

Smith is a moderate Republican with a relatively good record of 
voting for your judges. Most recently, Smith was instrumental in 
getting a Judiciary Committee hearing for Frederic Woocher, a 
Boxer-recommended candidate for the District Court for the 
Central District of California. Woocher has exceptional 
credentials. A graduate of Yale College and Stanford Law School, 
Woocher clerked for Judge David Bazelon of the D.C. Circuit and 
Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan before returning to 
California to begin a highly successful legal career. Woocher was 
unanimously rated “well qualified” by the American Bar
Association. Woocher met Senator Gordon Smith through Smith’s 
brother, who is a prominent attorney in California. Even though 
Woocher has a progressive background, Senator Smith has gone 
out of his way to support Woocher’s confirmation. Woocher has 
had a Judiciary Committee hearing in November 1999, but has not 
yet been voted out to the Senate floor.

3. The first Mexican American ever to serve as a federal district 
judge in Los Angeles, Paez is a well-respected, experienced jurist 
who has bi-partisan support, as well as the support of the law 
enforcement community in Los Angeles. Paez received the 
ABA’s highest rating - he is eminently qualified for the position. 
The attorney evaluations of Judge Paez appearing in the Almanac 
of the Federal Judiciary are superlative. Of course, he also has 
the enthusiastic backing of his two home state Senators.

concluding that Paez is a “thoughtful, unbiased, and even-tempered 
judge.” Fifteen legal experts consulted by the Daily Journal 
reviewed Paez’s decisions. Thirteen praised Paez’s rulings as 
“well-reasoned and well-written”; just two were critical of 
individual rulings.

2. I am calling to seek your support for Ninth Circuit judicial 
nominee Judge-Richard Paez. Judge Paez has been waiting for 
more than four years to receive a vote - longer than any judicial 
candidate in modem history. The Majority Leader has agreed to 
schedule a floor vote for Judge Paez by March 15, 2000.



February 18, 2000DATE OF SUBMISSION:

ACTION:
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4.1 am calling to ask you for your support for Judge Paez and to 
tell you that this vote is very important to me. You have been 
very fair in assessing the credentials of the Administration’s 
judicial nominees, and I urge you to review Judge Paez’s 
superior credentials to serve on the Ninth Circuit.

5.There have been a number of charges leveled at Judge Paez, 
including that he is an “activist judge,” but a fair review of Judge 
Paez’s record shows him to be a moderate and thoughtful judge 
who has served on the district court with distinction. In January 
2000, the Los Angeles Daily Journal issued a special report, 
reviewing Paez’s reputation and opinions. After an in-depth 
review, the Daily Journal concluded that Paez is a “thoughtful, 
unbiased, and even-tempered judge” who is a “no nonsense, 
middle-of-the-road” jurist. Fifteen legal experts consulted by the 
Daily Journal reviewed Paez’s decisions. Thirteen praised
Paez’s rulings as “well-reasoned and well-written”; just two were 
critical of individual rulings. If you would like, my staff can 
provide you with this article and other materials. I would ask 
that you review these materials personally before you decide on 
how to vote on Judge Paez’s confirmation.]

CONTACT PERSON AND
TELEPHONE NUMBER(S): Kurt Pfotenhauer, Chief of Staff, 224-3753

Sue Keenom, Scheduler, 224-3753

[If Senator Smith is non-committal, you can add the following 
point:
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February 15, 2000
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Dear Mr. President:

Presidential Medal of Freedomi^g

rie was tne nation s toremost champion of seniors. Con 
Pepper and Senator David Pryor have both praised Senator Moss

on.

Representing the Nation's Home Health Agencies, Home Care Aide Organizations and Hospices

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

HOMECA
Mary Suther

Chairman of the Board

Vai .J. Halamandaris 
President

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR HOME C
228 Seventh Street. SE, Washington. DC 20003 • 202/547-7424 •
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1- He was the nation's foremost champion of seniors. Congressman Claude

• as the one person 
who has done the most for America's seniors. I agree. He helped create the Senate 
Aging Committee(1961) and the House Committee (1976). He played a pivotal role 
in the enactment of Medicare. He chaired more hearings and introduced and 
pushed through more legislation benefiting seniors than anyone. Among his 
legacies are federal minimum standards for nursing homes, the Medicare and 
Medicaid home care benefits, and the Medicare hospice benefit (he first introduced it 
with Frank Church, and Pepper completed the work in 1983).

He also did more to protect the integrity of the Medicare and Medicaid programs 
than anyone. He personally posed as a Medicaid patient to see what was going „„ 
His work, including numerous hard-biting Congressional Reports, was heralded in 
editorials and front-page stories around the world {New York Times editorial

The purpose of this letter is to nominate Senator Frank E. Moss for a

I have been privileged, as few people ever are, to meet the great people of the 
world from every walk of life. As you know, I have studied and written about 
them. For example, I treasure the kind words you had to say about my book. Heroes 
of the Congress: A Search for the 100 Most Important Members of Congress. Some 
may think me biased because I love him, but I am wearing my scholar's hat when I 
recommend him to you knowing he will honor the award as much as it honors 
him. Here are a few of the reasons why:
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As chairman of the Subcommittee on Long-term Care, he laid out a policy for 
the nation that included adult day health care, congregate and assisted living, tax 
credits for those who care for disabled seniors, and federal-state programs to aid 
those who need help in performing the essential activities of daily living.

3. He was the nation's foremost champion of the environment. His legislation 
created more national parks, preserving this heritage for future generations than 
any man before him or since. He authored a book in 1967 warning about the 
coming water crisis and proposed solutions. With his great friend, Edmund S. 
Muskie, he worked hard to control air and water pollution. Among other things, he 
fought for automobile emission standards.

enclosed). His colleagues gave him a standing ovation on the floor of the Senate for 
his work. It led to the enactment of legislation creating the Office of Inspector 
General in HHS (which was a first, a move that was copied in all the other 
departments). His legislation created State Medicaid fraud units and made 
Medicare/Medicaid fraud a felony.

the US Space

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
February 15, 2000
Page 2

2. He was the nation's foremost champion of the consumer. He was for many 
years the chairman of the Subcommittee on Consumer Affairs. Much of the 
consumer rights legislation on the books today bears his name: truth in lending, 
truth in advertising, toy safety, poison prevention packaging, airbags and 
bumper/auto safety. Especially noteworthy is his crusade against smoking. He took 
on the powerful interests of tobacco and television and won. His legislation barred 
cigarette advertising from television and required the Surgeon General to place 
warnings on cigarette packages.

4. He helped create the Senate Budget Committee and was one of its first members. 
He could see that Congress was at a disadvantage in dealing with the executive 
department when it came to money matters. He proposed the creation of the Senate 
Budget Committee and the Congressional Budget Office in the Senate Democratic 
Conference. He won the day, and he was asked to head the committee but deferred 
to his friend. Senator Muskie. He did serve as a member of the first Senate Budget 
Committee that began to take control of and bring order to government 
expenditures.

HOMECARE

5. He helped save the US Space Program as chairman of the Senate Aeronautics 
and Space Program. In the mid 1970s, the US Space Program was being criticized as 
an unnecessary expenditure. There was an effort in the Senate Democratic Caucus 
to recommend its elimination. He spoke so eloquently against this that the 
committee was saved and he was named chairman. Working with his friend. 
Senator Barry Goldwater, the committee laid the ground work for joint US-USSR 
missions, the space station, the space shuttle, the Hubble Space Telescope and a 
myriad of other initiatives.



HOMECARE

6.

He served as chairman of the board of the Foundation for Hospice and 
Homecare and helped increase public awareness of the importance of these services 
both in the present and in the future.

7. Before he was elected to the Senate, he had devoted his life to public service. He 
was elected a judge in Salt Lake City; however, his service was interrupted by World 
War II where he served with distinction as a member of the Judge Advocates Corp. 
He was in England during the blitz and in Paris to celebrate VE Day. After the war, 
he was elected district attorney in Utah. He was twice elected president of the 
National District Attorneys' Association and received their Furtherance of Justice 
Award. He first came to Washington, DC, with Franklin Roosevelt during the New- 
Deal and worked his way through law school. In another of his profiles in courage, 
while district attorney he prosecuted a group of polygamists who were openly 
flaunting the law. You know that this has always been a sensitive subject in Utah. 
He was advised it was political suicide to press the case but as always he did what he 
thought was right. Obviously, history proved him right and the naysayers wrong.

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
February 15, 2000
Page3

He was chairman of the board of the Smithsonian Museum of African Art. In 
this capacity, his leadership led to the creation of a new museum of African Art on 
the Mall. Senator Hubert H. Humphrey introduced the legislation. He was 
instrumental in saving the first Washington, DC, home of the great abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass and converting it into a museum to honor Douglass and those 
of his spirit.

He was elected to the Senate three times from rock-ribbed conservative Utah 
and rose in the Senate to the number three leadership post. Through the force of 
his personality, his extraordinary integrity, his visionary creative thinking and his 
very hard work, he was elected once and reelected to the US Senate twice. He served 
from 1959-1977. In an historic photograph, Look magazine selected the best of the 
class of 1959 for its cover. They picked the brightest stars: Senators Phillip Hart, 
Edmund S. Muskie, Gayle McGee, Eugene McCarthy, and Frank E. Moss. As you can 
tell, their prophecy came true. Known for his integrity, vision and sober good 
judgment, Senator Moss was elected and served as secretary to the Democratic 
Conference—the number three leadership post behind the majority leader.

8. His accomplishments after US Senate service are almost as impressive as what 
he did in the Senate. He became a member and soon the president of the US 
Association of Former Members of Congress. He reinvigorated the group and gave 
them a mission: inspiring young people by speaking before high schools and 
colleges and helping people around the world understand the benefits of democracy. 
He is still a member of that board.
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As always, you have my very great respect and admiration.

Sincerely,^-xSincerely,

VJH:amw

9. He is the personification of goodness. He and Mother Teresa are the two best 
people that I have ever met. He is what young men dream of being while young 
and wish they had been when they grow old. He has received much public acclaim. 
Through an Act of Congress, a federal courthouse in Salt Lake City was named after 
him. The Salt Lake City Tribune recently named him one of the 20 most important 
Utahn's of the 20th century.

Vai J. Halamandaris 
President

He was and is the founding chairman of The Caring Institute, which promotes 
the values of caring and public service. The Institute recognizes the achievements 
of adults and young people who have devoted their lives in service to others 
holding them up as role models for others.

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
February 15, 2000
Page 4

I am including, herewith, a few enclosures in support of the points that I have 
made above. I could write much more, especially about his extraordinary 
contribution to seniors. As you know, I authored the chapters on this subject in The 
Encyclopedia of Congress. There is no doubt in my mind that you will agree that he 
is deserving of the nation's highest recognition. I know you know the Senator 
going back for many years, but you may not have known the detail that I have 
provided. If I can answer any questions or provide any additional information, 
please do not hesitate to call or write.

10. He will be 89 on September 23, 2000, and is a great role model for seniors. 
Although he has slowed down a little, he still goes to work at his law practice every 
day. He spends most of his time helping people pro bono. He tells seniors, 
"Retirement means simply finding a new way to serve; get busy giving back 
especially to our young people." He and his wife Phyllis have four children, 23 
grandchildren, and 3 great-grandchildren. His philosophy of life is summed up in 
his best known quote, "Whether for the individual or for the nation, self is best - 
served by transcending self."

HOMECARE
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PROFESSION
Lawyer, judge, US Senator, author, philanthropist

ADVICE TO SENIORS
Retirement means simply finding a new way to 
serve. Give back, especially to help our children.

Senator Frank E. Moss
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

GREATEST HEROES
His father. Jimmy Moss. Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Mother Teresa

GREATEST LESSON IN LIFE
Each of us is special—a child of God: individu­
ally we all matter and we can all make a differ­

ence, hut collectively we can change the world.

BEST KNOWN QUOTE
Whether for the individual or the nation, self is 

best served by transcending self.

HOBBIES
Fishing, swimming, reading, and dancing

* ••• ,

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Senate’s foremost champion of the environment 
•worked to control air and water pollution 
•his legislation created more national parks than 
anyone before him or since

Senate’s number one champion for consumer 
rights
•created truth in lending, truth in advertising, 
toy safety, poison prevention packaging, auto 
safety, legislation barring cigarette advertising 
from television, and federal minimum stan­
dards for nursing homes

Saved the US Space Program as Chair of the 
Senate Aeronautics and Space Committee

Helped create the US Senate Budget Commit­
tee and get federal expenditures under control

Foremost champion of senior citizens, 
•helped create the US Senate Aging Committee 
•conducted more hearings and sponsored more 
bills than anyone

•helped push Medicare through 
•sponsored the Medicare and Medicaid home 
care benefits.

ADVICE TO YOUNG PEOPLE
Follow your heart. The route to happiness lies in 
finding a way to serve—doing something out­
side yourself.

Caring Institute

call or write

PERSONAL
Born September 23, 1911, Holiday, Utah; B.A. 
University of Utah, J.D. George Washington
University; married Phyllis Hart Moss, four chil­
dren. 23 grandchildren, two great-grandchildren.

Elected Secretary to the Democratic Party— 
the number three ranking Senate leadership 

post.

Served as president of the US Association of 
Former Members of Congress.

Helped found and serves as chair of the Caring 
Institute Board of Directors.

Washington, DC

20003
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Moss ranks 
along with 
Hubert
Humphrey and 
Claude Pepper 
as one of the 
most caring 
people ever to 
serve in the 
Congress.

FRANK E. 
MOSS 
1911-

rank Edward Moss was one of the brightest stars to ever serve in the United States 
Congress. He was widely respected for his integrity, compassion, intelligence, and 
judicial temperament. His colleagues referred to him as: "The Conscience of the 
Senate," and elevated him to the number three-ranking post in the Senate leader­
ship, secretary of the Democratic Caucus. Moss ranks along with Hubert 
Humphrey and Claude Pepper as one of the most caring public servants ever to

serve in the Congress.
He was born in Holiday, Utah, on September 23,1911. He graduated from the University 

of Utah with his BA degree, magna cum lauds, in 1933. In 1937, he received his JD degree, cum 
' laude, from George Washington University in Washington, DC. During this same year, he was 

admitted to the bar and began to work in the General Counsel's Office of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. He married Phyllis Hart in 1938 and returned to Utah where he was 
elected City Judge in Salt Lake City beginning in 1940 and ending in 1950, although his terms 
were interrupted by service in the US Army Air Corps during World War II. Beginning in
1950, he was elected Salt Lake County Attorney and served for eight years before his election 
to the US Senate, where he served from January 1959 to January 1977.

His legislative accomplishments were vast. He sponsored legislation to facilitate nuclear 
disarmament, and he worked for world peace. He was one of the Senate's leading champions 
of the environment, leading the fight against air and water pollution. He was its foremost 
conservationist, whose legislation created more national parks than anyone before him or 
since. He was without peer as a champion for the consumer; most of the major consumer 
rights legislation enacted in the last half of the 20th century bears his name.

In the same way, Moss was a fierce champion of civil rights, women's rights, and of the 
rights of vulnerable children and the disabled. He won national acclaim for his fight to bring 
greater dignity and justice to the nation's senior citizens; he was their voice in the Senate. In 
addition, he fought and won several battles to protect the health of the nation at large, includ­
ing winning approval of legislation he authored to bar cigarette advertising on television. He 
led the fight against fraud and waste in government. He made national headlines for his 
daring firsthand investigation posing as a Medicaid patient in the so-called "Medicaid Mills" 
or welfare clinics that checker the ghettos of America's major cities. His legislation created the 
Office of Inspector General in the Department of Health and Human Services and he helped 
Senator Edmund S. Muskie to create the Senate Budget Committee in an effort to bring federal 
spending under control. Finally, he saved the US space program and gave it renewed energy 
during his distinguished service as chairman of the Senate Committee on Aeronautics and 
Space.

Moss continued to serve the nation with vigor after his retirement from the Senate. He 
served as President of the US Association of Former Members of Congress, as Chairman of the 
Foundation for Hospice and Homecare, and with Vai and Bill Halamandaris, he helped create 
the Hall of Honor for Congress and founded the Caring Institute, dedicated to the promotion 
of caring, integrity, and public service. Moss believed that government service was both a high 
privilege and a public trust. "Whether for the individual or for the nation, self is best served 

by transcending self," he says.
Moss realized his lifelong dream to improve the quality of life for the citizens of Utah and 

the nation and in doing so fulfilled his destiny as one of the greatest people ever to serve in the 

US Congress.
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eligible for benefits, as well as 
through abuses by the providers 
of services

Widespread cheating end
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would offer the voters aasur* 
anca of jobs, houaing. health had rwotMly Uguit’^eproces's

care, crime control and im- ....................
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Iranian regime aince early 1972. might be needed here for yean. 

The effects have been di < ‘ ■" * — ....
veraa: English has been made full scale war in the near fu- 
the basic language for many

"All the New* 
That’* Fit to Print”

AllSouth <h« WhIU Hou.-f 

*>.■.au.u.i»J Mr. Fords visit 
here today as nonpolitfcal. ths 
proposal the President an*

troil, Loe Angeles and Oakland, 
Calif

The subcommittee's report 
atated "Based on the findings 
of this Investigation, commit-

States Senator masqueraded as 
a patient and helped to docu­
ment what his committee says

h

fc'1

'4

I

St Ytllowttona, Ht OuHIrm 11
S 10-Y»*r rt*n t*r New J/?:'. . 

Unde uxl Nreomwl

(h. Ul. of .ulaunddly mon 
than 110 billion m American- of control.

Wide Abuses Found 

The report was drawn not on 
(Im basis of paper examination 
alone Other Senate staff mem­
bers became Medicaid ••patients" 
and visited Medicaid centers in 
Nov York for treatment, too.

cost of the program when it 
first started. The city's share of 
the total outlays is 25 percent, 
or about S600 million Of this 
amount about half was esti­
mated to be wasted through use

Inquiry Show* Over Fourth 

of JI 5 Billion a Year lo»t 

by Error and Abueo

Jilw

OLD FAITHFUL, Wyo. 
»—President Ford, altering 

AdmlnlsWatloc poUcy. pro­
poned today that Coagrwaa 
spend 11.5 billion over the next 
decada to expand the nation's 
public parklands 

Returning to the Old Faithful 
geyser In Yellowstone NattooaJ 
Fork, where he worked as a 
part reaper 40 years ago, the 
President outlined a perk acqui­
sition and development pro 
gram that he called a "■ken 
lennlal birthday proeent" to fu­
ture generations 

• As If oa cue, the geyser 
spewed a plume of white hot 
water and steam 100 feet Io 
the air, directly behind Mr i 
Ford, as he addressed 4.000 
ecologists and tourists. '

The President's voice broke 
twice with emotion as he re­
called hie youth as "Itaafor 
Feed"

*'! want to be as faithful to 
■y i ■ • .
as Old Faithful has been to 
ours," he said, the geyser suU 
bubbling 10Q yards away.

r!7Offwialt Say the Proceuiny 
nu r.„k,.., ... . Ruton)u|n Wi|| G|ve |t

Cipadty t* Build A-Bomb

i.

F*d*r*l Action Demanded t* 

Correct Adminietratlon at 

All Government Levela

WASHINGTON. Au*. » — A 
Senate investigation of the 10- 
year-old Medicaid program la 
eight dtiee has found rampant 
abuse by both providers of 
health services and recipients, 
and has deurnuned that Fed­
eral action is needed to correct 
what was termed the pro- 

■grams ''abysmal" administra­
tion at all levels of govern- . 

Jmeot.

Investigators fqr the Sub- 
’ committee on Long-Term Carp 
of the Senate Special Commlt- 

|tee on Aging estimated, in a 
in either other vital municipal (report to be made public to-

'H,

U. S. Influence on Iran: 
Gigantic and Diverse

management in New York City's 
huge Medicaid program

The Senator. Frank E Moss.
Democrat of Utah, who is chair­
man of the Subcommittee on
Long-Term Care, got a Med.caid inl ™ lhe Pegram to ron out 
card and visited the East Her- *~' 

iem Medical Center at 145 East 
116th Street. 

Although he had been pro­
nounced In perfect health a 
month before, he was given a 
costly series of of tests at the 
East Harlem Center and told 
o come back the next day for

! ■

' -I?

communications monitoring in r—-•: “€1- “L-.:;. Ci.... 
atellatlon, and thousands of overheating In military sales to 
United Steles military experts the kingdom have been panic- 
and other cm tens hive arrived, jularly evident where training Is
helfdng to fuel a real-estate'involved there is a uhoriHge 
Iwv.. •

r

v

X
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r
i
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FORftlNREVERSAL, rr

1ffl
i-S'Mto A. 

• ea.v bit

lure "without U.S. support on 
day-to-day basia."

_ - - A treveler la Iran aaes Md <
huge United Stetes-deslgned heare much that confirms U.r I

report's main points Signs of proved recreation fecilittee

••• I __
S—.ior Frank E. Mon, dl,|ulrad u ■ workman, lain, ib. Eaal Hartam Madkal Cawlar at II* Eaal I ■•th SUM in 

MantiaHaa earryia* a ba* wttk *n<*a arawertbad for aa altoawt ha taka*. Patricia G. Oriol. aa alda, la arilh Mm.

Hu workman'a clolhea ahabby| report added that the 

and rumpled, hie aculred ahoea o' miaman*(emen( of the aervicea or In holdm* down the momiw. that from a quarter to 
turalin* et the aeama. a United M<x«rcato pro*r*m was "aaton. citya budget deficits, which as much m a halt of the FIS 

‘ uhln*.1’ that the administrative have accumulated Io about U billion a year bain* spent on
deflcianclea were conUnuin* al- *• - I - ■ -

thoujh they had been detailed two health-care urogram,
waa massive waste and mis- >» ’"O'* thl" 100 “““f reports 

in Cha lost 10 years, and It cnti- 
eixed ths administration of 
former Mayor John V Lindsay 
aa having allowed the misuse 
of Federal, state and city apend

billion during the life of the the health program was being 
* u—*.u wasted through fraud, poor

About J2 5 bsllion a year now quality of care and the pro. 
is spent on Medicaid in New vision of services to ineligible 
York City—ebout 10 times the persons

-Rampant Fraud and Abuse' 

The estimate stemmed from 
a f ou rm on th study of the op­
eration of Medicaid in New 
York. Newark, Passaic, NJ,

ricalnd equipmwit hud <Uy, .go a> ,uplu In a •■qu.l- 
--------------- e-l numarou. hy of I,fa" them* lor hla Preal-

milllary aqulpm.nl Co ch. Umud Suus military aaparu dcntlri campaign. 

------------------,„.j. Mr Ford said Thursday In 
ar I that Iran could not wage Vail, Colo., that he end Senator

Weather: Sunny and mild today| 
fair to eight. Sunny tomorrow. 
Temperature range: today S9-7S. 
Sunday 72-91 Details on page 17.

T u C . ,n outright fraud resulting in a of th,« ‘nvestigat.on. commit- !
w V«k fw rei—l, too. oHrtmujn, |0B Io the 3 now|u. .tafr .nd lnv.riig.tom con- I

mg of to. fu.rto .r,uir. i-n Hi. .Tp.nim^LtoM to "|W,, "lhe,, • >“‘-lur" erii.ii.ito .i gigs million . rlu'1- 'r,"d S

riockpii. of plutonium. The plu- III oui ihe .ubcommitw. r.- mi*m.n.gwn.nl of Mtoic.id y„, ,,, d„miM ,n lhe 1M. >b<Be ralai, .n.ong pr.c<lto>n. f
ionium could be used to make|p<»rt, which said (hat fraudulent ln, N®'* Yor,‘ C,ty 11 •,l p*l,e the Subcommit er» Participating in the Medl-

Land Heritage Act that Mr. nuclear weapons 'practices and use by ineligible Ot Rov*!rnm*nt “ particularly on Long Tenn ot caid program, matched by an
Ford outlined-briefly hare todayl The Adm.instration officials (persons of the New York Mcdi 2“,n,c‘RalT(het J"*1, led ^'Special .Senate Committee on e<«u»valeni degree of error and

was clearly the basis fnr a ram-1 said they had been imahM u. . ...d nrnersm h,.t ..... .. . , l<’r"ln,n« deredo Aeme maladminiMrHliun hv g ivrrn-

I Recreatl

Itnitad Stelae polklaa, p'roducte stud^1puuu£| A^T It Mid characteXd'

------------ *.----- 01Utod SUUJ inn> (o 

Iran had ben chaotic and wore 
ctonl Middle Etotora kingdom "not y.t fully undw control It 
in rocnl yrara. lu^ly throu*h >l» raponto tint nun. orariy
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Washington. Aug 2»— 
Taiwan io developing the oa 

nounced focused on one of the paclty to create an atomic 
five elements ha cited three bomb one day as a result o 

a new program there to 
reprocess spent nuclear reactor 
fuel. United Slates officials said 
today.

They made the assertion In 
Robert J Dole, the Republican confirming a series of reports 
nominee for Vice President, assembled by the Central Intel­

ligence Agency that Taiwan
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Senator Poses as Indigent Patient
A

Fraud in Medicaid
■

Services Blamed
for treatment the net*, d.y.wd York CWcato:»T JirniY MILLS

7*

form needlew services.
Policeman James Roberts 10 •

dues.

L<\
•nt ibiBM by Ihc "Bllb" »tr» "»«i

Bruised Senator “The phyiiobb t«»e nt • brie! cur-

Medicbid b 1 Joint tederbl-cute pro- report chinedhutory. all mt tf I had hlih blood

» Kt-• ~•sawuaa- ~ - Rsssssasri. fKKS.’a.rtswsabusti played a major role in New YorkitFSO million a year.
“Medical aUla” am probed la N«» Ctty'itucal troubles, the nportnkL 

   

0

i
'j:

iected -Uteraly busbeli full of preacnp- 
tkxu" and were X-rayed 100 times.

i
1
I

At Los Anfeles’ Inter Med Oink, m- 
▼estimator Catberine Hawes was told

Other tests included It eiectrocar- her urine sample was normal •,e»en

Although they usually complained of 
nothing more than a coki, the m-

e'i(.

i

s

Wi

4Rampant’; Extra

Medical Center, in June complaining of 
a cold and. after a battery of tesu and a 
four-minute examinatsoo. was toad be

le Wuniwilk ®tnws

He aald be wu (Wen a battery of
lean and told to return for vMU -----

■ebacitortreatment Uieoeit day. and Yort CIW: Chleajo: am* toe 

I ... a batlm x-rvi-v I “• ,“^7^;

westigators posing as Medicaid patients
paid more than 200 visit to 100 clinics *' ‘

Most of the fraud occurs in storefront during the four-month probe, according New York City clinic, the «0 Delaney
clinics, the senator's Special Committee to the committee report. j - ' * ------------------------
on Aging reported Sunday These clinics
- labelled "Medicaid mills" by the

<T 
Iw
^1
W1 of doctors making more than 1100,000 a 

year from Medicaid. uVe soon 
learned." be said, "that most of these 
practitioners worked out of ‘Medicaid 
mills.' small for-profit welfare clinics
which checker the ghettos of our major "somewhat the worse for wear." the 

report said His acmes were bruised by 
"inept blood drawing."

The probe focused oa five states —

.Rvxiar.tuMb Bllb > vwer muuuw !• ebcvuva.*^ «cr uruir —rfSi£rj?.h!n« nu «!>> UberouJoai. uau. tour tboujb It wa. a wap abd tlaaoer ro,n-

<t dAfior, makina moro than Hou boo a tMU lMU, lU.wpa btoauoo Mu. Ha.ea had coucwlad -a

tests and three electroencephalogram the rest room."
tests for brain damage, the report said. 

Moss returned to Washington

1 was iitcd a vi ~ • -------------- - —
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. Frank left, I was told to be sure to return the Passaic and Paterson, NJ, the teport 

Moss, who posed as an indigent patient aext day for more work and reminded to said, 

to investigate Medicaid, said today be nn my prescriptions at ’he pharmacy 
and other Senate staffers found it next door,* Moss said, 
nddled with "substantial problems, 
mismanagement, waste and fraud."

"I put on the oldest clothes I could 
find," said the Utah Democrat, descnb-  
tag bow he posed as a patient with a cold New York. California. New Jersey.  
*1 one of the clinics. Michigan and Illinois —that account for e^d by an equivalent degree of error

"The oh rain an cave me a brief cur- h>u of De>rly 115 bUh00 p,‘d maladministration by (federal aod

The investigators and two U.S.
Capitol policemen who posed as

m^y’^XT^LVa'anddin̂ ^ Y^City^a^o^bJJith? £ bySca£ii“

mosuy oez»u»e auu r nawmr ■< Matliraid natientx

At the People s Medical Center in 
Brooklyn, where she complained of a 
mid. > podiitrist »cr«t*d the texioe ot 
her leet vltb * knlle. the ref-v-. wd. 
Her teel bled lore week

1

«l
I 2m billion paid by Medicaid each year to 

doctors, denusts, labs and pharmacies.

Moes told reporters today that the

u
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MEDICAID RIP-OFF
«

Study Reveals
Widespread

I Fraud, Waste ever

•“* "“P"" fr.^lutaoi .ctlvitta, Ik. Aroertc.ro m no. theoretally eligible lor tenefiu The pre./, 
mix ol leder.1. eute .nd mumcip.1 funde lo underwrite lie cm

AUor their per.on.1 experience., the Senate lnve.lig.tor.. .11 mtni

I

d~nnm.ro, the jn’uroro ol ^txm op«. to theT  ̂ S P^Pt-n. 0^ the l«t ^^t”

remedy the most flagrant abuses. j X raya, more than 100 were received (when pressured by doctors).

rrov.. aiu ocnaie awes wno posed as undercover agents made more 
than 200 visits to facilities dispensing Medicaid services In the eight cities

t

Senator Turns Sleuth In ‘Columbo Attire J

1

♦

.. i p.

BwIimm Report • Urto Soorti • Local Naw* • Today Section
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»
I

Bl

waoted millton. of dollars dunng a decade when the aty 
waa sinking Into the fiscal crisis that overwhelmed it in 197S 

lha d«pth uf ml»ni*nag«ne.u of M 
the Medicaid program was ''astonishing,' that the adniirtis

have risen from $1.5 billion in I9te to $15 billion today

mtouae of Medicaid, the subcommittee will start hean'r^today aimed at

on. committee staff and 

— ——- among

2“l,h “X

4-

T

!
I 

[
I
I
I

*krtiy Ctoudr wm, , cMroi. o« ■ 
•w mornros »d mnlnq wrow- 

HtgiM In th. upp* go. , 
taw. In th. 70. (For oompIMk 

•roTOhro <Ma«k turn to Fkgg

I
!

Perfectly healthy staff members collected 
literally bushels full of prescriptions. Despite the 
fact that investigators were instructed to refuse 

x-rays, more than 100 were given (when 
pressured by doctors). . . Investigators also 

received seven pairs of glasses without 

asking to see an optometrist.’

* / Vk-Zi 
■Jf?. ■

S—v

S7e» by “ be*'tt' >>nK,“M,‘'en' du™« •l«£7rolu'B> ch.

P,,rf*S2 n°*l‘h|' ‘“rt memtler* oollectKl lltorolly broheU full of

Detroh. U- Ang.!.. .nd O.^, C

hu*. ,M«iic«u

card and visited th« m • , , ,,

ciM.” the subcommittee # report states ’ ’

Medicaid went into operation in 1966 It waa intended to provide health 
care, including medical services, hospitalisation, dental, podiatry and 

,umerlfanf. ,0° t0 pay for (h*n 20 "Mton 
~ .u L. .... ram use. a

Ils costa, which

™port.or .

I
J

f
i
I

»Ww Ywt Tlm~ Nm Sarws. 

ruX.

bU-=

^an-mejnium m Nm, York 6iy> hpgg Medicaid txi>

lion# alone Other Senate staff members became Medicaid 
fo^treatrn a[4,(V',“ed Med‘c«‘d centers in New York City

The bucccm of Medicaid mills operating mainly as 
methadone maintenance cllnlo waa detailed by the rep on 
wlih ih« cm rf a cluatar <y auch fadllttea cperared In 
Manhattan by one phyalcian

rt!"™'!!!'0” J^IV.ed Uoestwaiable teat, in view of

grams, eight tuberculosis tests, four allegery tests, hearty tests, glaucoma 
testa and three electroencephalogram test.

Tnve.tlg.tors were asked to give, and did give, a tremandoro number

Hmm Tit* It !>■*• M. Oalama 1

more Hi. experience helped to (III out the subcommittee a 
report, which said that fraudulent practices and use bv 
ineligible people of the New York Medicaid program hod

uoner. Participating In the Medicaid Prognun "

Vol. 17, No. M

Newark. N.J. --------------

lnv27^?„ ” ““ iTj?1"? ** 'hl* l"w""«*u «. committee st 
investigators conclude that rampant fraud and abuse exists 
pr^moner, pro.imp..,ro. In th. M«Hcrod pro^m r^X by aS

Moes and aix Senroe aides who posed as undercover agents made--------
{nron TDfl wi.it. ero dro^ill.l—. ______ ** .
__ . —--------- — — ...wroearoosM SCI VIVCO UI UK ClgUI LIIIOS
Their observations, plus legal and financial surveys of the program, form 
the crux of the SS-page report tilled "Fraud and Abuse Among PracU

trotive deflclence. were continuing although they had Iteon 
detr.ilrd In nmre than Iflft other ifnor’- tn »'••• l

i

SEN. FRANK MOSS 
. . . undercover agent

equivalent degree of error and maladministraUon by govanxnaut aass> 
daa." the HiihcnmmirtM'a rrower.^e ......

7

subcommittee

,------yon Medicaid is being
care, and the dispensing of

-----  .. uivcviifaum team — or

- ------------....., W,^IH ai lmm ui ne,
the American taxpayer bdltom of dollars yearly 

-w    ■ vweros MX av I IU«
Of the program at all levels of government '

on 'fa..*L™"™ bl'?h',SCT*“ *«“l Commit, on Aging

-^.ptthhe«

wasted through fraud, poor quality of health
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Senate probe baresNo walkingI
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A Chicago police office* canyrng a sack of merchandise 
in fiin squad car outside a ciqaref stand In Indiana near
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iiert collected IKetMlly bu»heh full of 
prescriptiout laid the AfS-pagc report 
on "Fraud and Abuse Among PractKton­
er, Participating in the Medicaid Pru 
gram "

•Despite the fact lliat mvedigaiurs 
were instructed to refuse X-rays, more 
than 100 were received I under pressure

Police ehore patrol 
han its rough moments

•It

A$
-7 •? fi

>- - 

t

■ ^<Eaa <
Sen Frank I Moss (0 Uiu’u wuoj,- 
subcommittee loo nd eidespieod 
fraud in Medicaid programs m eiyhi 
cities

• i

t-n* i >■•«<>< ’»•'« I»<ku

WASHlNGTON-jteMW laveaUgaton 
have found rampant abuMa by lorh pro­
viders and ret ipients of health service* 
through the Kkyear-oM Medx-aid pro­
gram the New York Timea diackwed 
Sunday

A report on eight major eities. includ 
ing Chicago, laauad by the Senate Spe 
cial Committee on Aging, calls tor led 
eral action to correct what is called 
"abysmar adm i mat rat it i of the pro­

gram at all levels of government 
The investigation was conducted by 

tlie committee's Subcommittee on Long- 
Term Care The report is to be made 
public Monday

Last week a report by the govern 
meat's General Account mg Office, the 
investigative arm of Congress, chaiged 

^that the Popertmect of HeaUb. Eduew 
lion, und Weilar* has been aware tl. 
but unable to ctipe with, huge overpay 
meats made by Medicare vt.d Medicaid 
programs lor laboratory sei vice* 

THE GAU INVESTIGATION Miowed 
dMcktsuree in The rnbui.c Iasi year and 
early this year that medical-testing lab- 
oi-atones were charging inflated and 
tii uduleui fees at he •npefi-4 of sta<e 
* vlfaie and Medicaid programs 

Monday') lepurt indicates that one- 
fuurth to one-half uf tne $15 billion being 
Spent yearly uii Medicaid is wasted 
through baud and pour-quality care. 

• much uf it going to persons ineligible to 
heiwfil-

jB®

me Illinois line The photo was made nailiet tins year Dy 
Inmniff Illinois revenue <u|ent Wdham Rensnn

■•We tossed him some line which he 
hed to the mast Then we b-ckad up 
and Hie boat came about halfway up." 
O'Boyle continued -The kids were in aa 
air pocket They were still all right " 

It was all in a day's work for O'Boyta 
It m the kind of dramatic action the Jk 
member unit often encounters aa it pa­
trols the city's shores, harbors, ard riv­
ers in its blue and white floating squad 
cars "

Last year the uail handled more thw 
X.tK>0 incidents Bemdee Mfe and death 
rescuee. lb* men to* disabled bo ere, 
light fires, issue safety warnings and 
citations, and capture thieves. Soma­
tunes theirs is the gnra, after-tbe-fact 
task of recovering victims of drownings, 
»inall plane crashes, and suicides

IT TAKES THREE years to make a 
good marine policeman " said unit cum 
mender Lt. John Duggan, who also 
heads up two of the department s other 
offbeat beats—helicopters and horns

Escept for an annual week-long school 
on waterway laws and navigational has- 
aids. there is little formal training The 
men face a sink or swim test on the

THERE WAg jey aad eiefeaseal as 
the young coupie nggad the boat ta 
prepa'atiM for aa afternoon sad They 
bundled their tun small children ta Bfe 
tockets. and as an extra precaution, tied 

the lackels to ihe boat 
They hxi hardly gotten beyond the 

harbor when a brutal gust caeghi them 
imawanM and they c a psi tad The par 
ents were thrown safely into the lake, 
but what had seemed like a wtae device 
for the children suddenly proved a bag 
ic muiake The youngsters were trap­
ped under tb* boat 

A nearby Chicago Police Department 
marine unit got ao emergency radio 
message and sped to Ihe scene 

"A BOATER dove tore Um lake sad 
was trying to right Ihe sailboat when wo 

arrived." recalled Sgt Jim O'Boyle, one yw|~T 
uf the Iwo-men team (hat answered the -------
call that summer day three yeers ago

i :

I
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Senator poses as indigent to find proof of abases

“THE PHYSICIAN gave me a brief

I
I

tee on Aging reported Sunday. These tos of our major cities, 
cliiiics — labelled "Medicaid mills” by
the panel — receive 75 per cent of the

billion paid by Medicaid each year
io doctors, dentists, labs and phar-
liiiu'ies.

The senator visited three clinics in 
New York City, and other healthy in­
vestigators posing as Medicaid patients 
paid more than 200 visits to 100 clinics 
during the four-month probe, according 
to the committee report.

Although they usually complained of 
nothing more than a cold, the inves­
tigators saw 85 practitioners, collected 
‘‘literally bushels full of prescriptions” 
and were X-rayed 100 times.

OTHER TESTS included 18 elec­
trocardiograms, eight tuberculosis 
tests, four allergy tests, hearing tests, 
glaucoma tests and three electroen-

See MEDICAID, page 4A

WASHINGTON UH - Sen. Frank
Moss, who posed as an indigent patient
Io investigate Medicaid, said today he
and other Senate staffers found it rid­
dled with ‘‘substantial problems, mis-
m a n a g e m e n t, waste and fraud,”
mostly because doctors and clinics per­
form needless services.

Most of the fraud occurs in storefront of ‘Medicaid mills,’ small for-profit 
clinics, lhe senator’s Special Commit- ^welfare clinics which checker the ghet-

in Medicaid barea
cursory examination, took a quick med­
ical history, asking if 1 had high blood 
pressure, diabetes or anything of the 
sort. Even though there was' nothing 
wrong with me, he told me that 1 had a 
red throat and ordered blood and urine 
tests and X-rays,” Moss said.

He said the physician referred him to 
a chiropractor upstairs in the clinic, 
who examined him briefly. ‘‘He invited 
me back for treatment the next day, 
and 1 was given a battery of X-rays. As 
1 left, 1 was told to be sure to retdrn 
the next day lor more work and re­
minded to fill my prescriptions at the 
pharmacy next door,” Moss said.

“I put on the oldest clothes I could 
find,” said the Utah Democrat, describ­
ing how he posed as a patient with a 
cold at one of the clinics.

Related story, page 1C

Moss told reporters today that the 
pane] started its investigation with a 
list of doctors making more than 
$100,000 a year from Medicaid.

“We soon learned,” he said, “that 
most of these practitioners worked out

Traw
*
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Medicaid and Sen. Moss
I

W/TEDICAID HAS earned a reputation in recent years 
. Vl for poor administration. But the current evidence

I

II

bility of the Medicaid system to distinguish reliably be­
tween competent professional service and quackery.

Medicaid is creating a tremendous new demand for 
health care. National health insurance, when it eventu­
ally arrives,- can be expected to create even larger de­
mands. Most of the debate has revolved around paying 
the bills. That’s only half the challenge. The other half 
is finding a mechanism for guaranteeing the quality of

of fraud and gross neghgence, made public last week 
by Sen. Frank E. Moss and his subcommittee, suggests 
that the deterioration has gone much further than 
most outsiders imagined. Medicaid serves the poor, 
who do not often sue for malpractice. It is jointly run 
by federal and state governments, each of which

the nature of this outrage. In the decade since its incep­
tion, Medicaid has large achievements to its credit It 
has brought health care to millions of this country’s 
poorest citizens. It is costly, running about $15 billion a 
year, but without it many inner-city hospitals would 
fold up altogether. There is nothing wrong with a doc­
tor’s deriving a large part of his income from Medicaid; 
it may merely mean that he.has chosen to practice in 

blames the other when things go wrong. It is astound- z an impoverished neighborhood. The outrage is the ina- 
ingly vulnerable to the greediest kind of exploitation
by some of the doctors. The subcommittee is talking 
about criminal prosecutions. But Medicaid has been 
through previous cycles of exposure, public indigna­
tion and prosecution without, apparently, any very per­
manent improvement. t

The Moss subcommittee’s discoveries cast a shadow
that goes far beyond Medicaid. The government has yet 
to find effective means to control the quality and cost , the services for which the insurance pays. Clearly, the 
of subsidized health care. In this, election season, practi- people who run Medicaid have no answer. But it is not 
cally everyone in public life is advocating expansion, to simply a matter of eliminating the grotesquely and 
one degree or another, of the government’s health in- dangerously bad service represented by the Medicaid 
surance programs. President Ford favors coverage of mills.
catastrophic illness; the Democrats are committed to I'  . .i Medicaid’s shortcomings represent, in exaggerated 
comprehensive national health insurance. But the trou- form, defects that run all through the health industry 
bles of the present system-are not going to be cured in this country. Even when care meets conventional 
merely by expanding it. standards, patients run a risk of getting more of it than

The subcommittee’s latest revelations describe what may be good for them. That is particularly true when 
it terms Medicaid mills, typically store-front enterpris- both patient and doctor know that someone else—-the 
es, in slums, offering a variety of health services to un- insurer, whether public or private—is going to bear the 
sophisticated patients. In the examples cited by Sen. cost. The manner of payment makes quite a difference. 
Moss and the subcommittee staff, the level of care was Under prepaid group health plans, to cite one striking 
abominable. Examinations were hurried and superfi- example, rates of surgery run a great deal lower than 
cial. Diagnoses were slovenly and mendacious, some- when the surgeon charges a fee for each operation, 
times missing major illnesses but more often indicating Here the victims are not likely to be the poor, 
elaborate (and expensive) treatment for perfectly F . elaborate (and expensive) treatment for perfectly Health care is a peculiar kind of business in which 
healthy people. Laboratory tests were frequently the consumer, who is the patient, generally has no way 
wrong, and sometimes fictitious. There was the woman of knowing whether the treatment that he buys is what 
who submitted a faked urine sample concocted of liq- he wants or needs. He can only trust the doctor. But in 
uid soap; the lab reported that it was “normal.” Medi- any case, with the rise of health insurance, he knows, 

, caid, of course, paid the lab fee. Medicaid mills presum- that he is not going to be paying for it directly. The nor- 
ably provide only a small part of the health care availa- mal checks on consumption and expenditure do not op- 
ble to poor people. But part of the scandal is that no- erate in this industry. The demonstrated defects in 
body really knows how small a part—or how large. In Medicaid are a salutary warning. They are going to 
any case, it’s all being paid for by federal and state have to be remedied before the country can safely pro­
money. ceed to the broader coverage of national health insur-

It’s an outrage, but it’s necessary to be precise about ance.
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Medicaid, cont.
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his 
by 

personally posing as indigent patients as they sought
to uncover widespread Medicaid irregularities. What 
they found is a catalogue of flagrant breaches of the 
law and medical ethics. The compendium of thievery, 
which resembles more nearly the kind of revelations 
ordinarily associated with the Mafia than with members 
of a respected profession, includes the following carefully 
documented charges:

• Individual physicians collected huge Medicaid pay­
ments, as illustrated by a list in New York State that 
cites more than 100 physicians whose Medicaid payments 
last year ranged from $100,000 to nearly $800,000.

• Medicaid "mills” are flourishing in poverty areas, 
designed to defraud rather than serve the poor, while fly- 
by-night operators share the profits with greedy doctors.

• Unnecessary diagnostic tests and X-rays are being 
routinely administered for only one discernible pur­
pose—to enrich the laboratories, cooperating physicians 
and pharmacists, the latter in payment for unnecessary 
and therefore possibly harmful prescriptions.

• A high incidence of false diagnoses arising from 
these practices poses a ready threat of physical damage 
to unsuspecting patients. Senator Moss himself displayed 
evidence in the form of bruises he suffered in the course 
of batteries of blood tests.

------------ARTHUR OCHS SULZBERGER 
Publisher

•
JOHN B. OAKES, Editorial Pago Editor

FRU) HECHINGER, Atsistant Editorial Pago Editor 
•

A. M. ROSENTHAL, Managing Editor 
SEYMOUR TOPPING, Deputy Managing Editor 

ARTHUR GELB, Aosistant Managing Editor 
PETER MILLONES, Assistant Managing Editor 

JACK ROSENTHAL, Associate Editor
•

CHARLOTTE CURTIS, Associate Editor 
CLIFTON DANIEL, Associate Editor 

MAX FRANKEL, Associate Editor 
TOM WICKER, Assoriate Editor

' - ' . -
26 c ’ > ; ’ •

It is disappointing that Secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare David Mathews reacted to the disclosures 
about widespread Medicaid abuses with the standard 
brand of bureaucratic defensiveness.
■ Mr. Mathews charged that Senator Frank E. Moss, the 
:lltah Democrat who, as chairman of the subcommittee 
on long-term care, directed the investigation, was 
“grandstanding” with accounts of what he found while 
posing as an indigent patient seeking help from what 
turned out to be unscrupulous Medicaid mills. The 
Secretary insisted that his department is “well ahead 
of Moss in terms of identifying the problem and doing 
Something about it.”
i, That reply is particularly puzzling because, as Mr. 
.^Mathews has accurately pointed out, Medicaid is essen­
tially a state-managed program. The Moss committee’s 
findings thus deal with abuses so widely scattered 
.across the nation that they would not be easy to monitor 
from Washington, even if H.E.W. had far more than its 
present skeleton staff to do the job. Rather than being 
criticized for grandstanding, the Senate investigators 
'ought to be commended for seeking to document their 
report with on-the-scene findings which are more con­
yincin gthan a mere recital of statistics or even of testi­
mony by what usually are interested parties. 
; Assurances that H.E.W. is also already in pursuit of

• • •

Rumors and suspicions about abuses of Medicaid 
funds have been rampant for so long 'that the public, 
expecting the worst, may not react with adequate anger 
and disgust to disclosures by the Senate Subcommittee 
on Long-Term Care. Without the outrage these findings 
so clearly call for, there is small hope that the revela­
tions will be quickly followed, not only by essential 
reforms but by criminal prosecution of those who have 
enriched themselves at the expense of the taxpayers 
and of the poor for whom the funds are intended.

High on the agenda of any prosecution of Medicaid 
profiteers ought to be the recovery of the stolen money 
and its return to the local, state and Federal treasuries. 
At the same time, every effort must be made to prevent 
Medicaid abuses from generating popular and political 
opposition to the sound and necessary concept of Medi­
caid—the vital Federal-state program that provides medi­
cal aid payments to the aged, blind and disabled.

Senator Frank E. Moss, Democrat of Utah, as 
subcommittee’s chairman, and other members of 
staff performed an extraordinary public service 
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Editorials

In Search of a Cure
For Medicaid Abuses

I 
1 

1
WIUM T_________ _______ ________ <

directed to specific consideration comes from a ,

Dr. Wilbur J. Cohen, who, as 
.............. ................ HEW secretary under Presi- 

of the"label “medicaid dent Johnson, wrote the orig­
inal medicaid legislation, i 

wuu's io blame for these Cohen proposes strict federal 1 
practices, which not only rob guidelines for medicaid stand- . 
the taxpayer but humiliate ards for medicaid billing, 
and endanger the health of strengthening the federal gov- 
the truly ill patient? At the ernment’s fraud control pro- .• 
lowest level, the unethical cedures and demanding law 
clinicians and private physi- enforcement from the states. . 
cians. But an invitation for His cure seems to combine 
abuse has come from all lev- the best advice of the other 

els of government.......................... consultants.

"patients’” complaints were bonuses and penalties to spur 
specific, their examinations states and medical institu- 
were general and cursory, tions to perform more effi-
Thev were bounced from ciently.

.... ...j.j |n our vjeWt the remedy 
with prescriptions and that deserves the greatest

in violation of relatively impartial expert. :

WITH ENTERPRISE too

elected officials. Sen. Frank tee of the Senate Committee 
Moss has personally docu- on Aging, has offered two 
mented and publicized the options: either a complete 
blatant, but long ignored, takeover of the program by 
fraudulent practices within Washington or drastic slash- 
the medicaid program — ing of federal medicaid Tund­

abuses estimated to consume ing.
one-quarter of the $15 billion President Ford has sug- 
federal. state and local gov- gested merging medicaid with 
ernments pour into the pov- 15 other health programs 
erty health care program. into a single block grant to

Visiting medicaid clinics in state and local governments, , 
eight cities, the Democratic thereby giving them a larger 
senator from Utah and six responsibility for policing and 
aides posed as indigents with funding.
minor ailments. They discov- But the Senate Finance 
ered unsanitary facilities and Committee, which regards 

coKUMui Ford’s solution as a further
thermometers burden on under-staffed and



Hugh Carey: Junior Post-O:
1 ’ ' X ,

4.

f«9« 2 Series • Page 4 Page 41

New York Post &
PWCE^Jj

WEATHER

FOUNDED 1101. THE OLDEST CONTINLOUSW H-BUSHEO DAItt IN THE UNITED. STATES.

~ v---
&0Cen+s

A- »-

e*r T -

t. .

?

!r®l -J

J
£' I

'A. T

1 L.
>•>

i / .

6'L I r /
Yp 'v

• t

bt;.'
s.

•sw?ss%»,.

Assrm bi 3man Andrew Stein (left) and Sen. Frank Moss al today's hearing.
i ioaaj s neanng. . * ,

te fops 12^ -

b' *

•- • ■

•fil 174 

»U. M

i

X-
y1 •

~ fyst 
igtxA < 
&

• Page 4 
rKg

.City Layoffs: 
Unions'Turn ' the Untold Story Daily Prizes

a«s.
SW

1

■B ■
I

Inflation

f"

NEW YORK. TUESDAY. JANUARY 21. IfTS 
C ra Tit Nee Vert PK CenaMa

’ • ■? ..

m By Da>id Rosenthal and Arthur Grrenspan

Sen. Frantc E. Moss (D-Utah) opened a Senate
■ hearing into the nursing home scandal here today
I and charged that under New York la* private nurs- 
| ing home operators had "built-in financial incentives 
I in favor of poor care.” *

Under this "unwholesome situation.’’ Moss said. 
1 the private operators were urged to '’apend. spend
■ and spend, for whatever you spend will be reimbursed
■ with a profit.

“Frankly.” Moss said, “it is enough to make de-
■ fense contractors drool with envy.**

The hearing was an outgrowth of rapidly proli- 
S ferating disclosures during the past months, including 
M allegations that top legislative leaders, high Rocko- 
B feller administration officials and even organized 
b crime may have had links to the industry or may have 
3 discouraged exposure of abusive practices

Moss acknowledged that the charges had raised 
A many questions.

“To what extent does political influence sene
■ to keep substandard homes open?” he asked "Is or- 
* ganized crime involved? Who owns' New York s

homes and what are ^he cgp^cqpejMf>7 J
Today s hearing o?“Tfie Special CoSimTttee on 

Aging subcommittee on long-term care, held at the 
New York County Lawyers Assn., 14 X’aoey St., is 
the fyst of six sessions to be held here and in Waah- 
ingtdn on the state’s nursing home situation. Moss 
is chairman of the panel.

The hearing opened with a sharp exchange be-

vl
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Tomorrow: 
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