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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton

President of the United States

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President

In recent months, there have been delays in implementing parts of USDA’s [aternational Food
Aid Program, particularly the 416(b) activities. This could be because the Office of Management
and Budget has requested much more information about the commodities, physical conditions in
the various countrics and financial matters. -
The Food Assistance Policy Cauncil, which inchudes sepior representanives of the Departments
of Agricuiture and State, and of the Agency for [ntzmational Development and the Office of
Management and Budget, has the responsibility for these programs. It was established by
Executive Order 12752 by President Bush on February 25, 1991.

[ have attended two meetings relanng to this matter m recent weeks — the latest of which was
January 20, 2000. At that mecting, the Councd considered 2id for people in approximately 65
countries. It recommended direct feeding humanitarian assistnce 19 27 countries. The Council
also recommended, subject to review by the Office of Managernent and Budget, bumanitarian
assistance to 20 other countries to be fumished through a food aid moncrizaton process. Italso
recommended aid to eight (8) other countries, but subject to dexisions by people at the White ™+
House after considering politcal matters.

The mouetization process seems to be of much concem to some of the people at OMB. This
method of fumishmg aid has been used for 25 or more years. For hungry people in many
counties, this secms to be the most cfficient and effective way to deliver food and its benefits o
those who need it.

keep prices lower for the people. The funds from the sale of the food then can be used for such
purposes as acquinng local commodities for schools or other worthy groups, medicines for those
in oeed, daycare and other motherchild assistance programs. The proceeds can also be used for
AIDS preveation aud treatment, agricultural development, educarion, public works and srnall

\I Donating the food to a Private Voluntary Organization which sclls it in the local madket belps to
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enterprise development. Such activities can have a longer humanitarian inpat on the lives of
poor peaple.

it is my impression that the people at AID, the State Department and the Deparunent of
Agricultare who wotk on this Council have a great deal of knowiedge about the need for food in
the various countries and have very good judgment about determining who needs the assistance,
the kind of food that should be made available in each countty, and the most effective method for
getting the food to the people who need it

They deserve high commendations for their work; but they need to be allowed to do their work.
Nhisrnyhopeyouwilllet the people at OMB know that this program does mnich good for many

people n other countries, that it used only when there are surplus agricultural @mmodities, that

you are for this assistance and that OMB should support 1t, including the mogetization part.

Sincrrely,

(ol bk | -

CARL S. WHILLOCK
Special Assistmt to the President for
Agrcultural Trade and Food Assistance
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Pakistan’s oppasition ¢o any form of terrorism is gnequivacal
and umcouditional. Only a couple of days ago, | met the Afghan
President and briefed him in detall about the global concern over
terrorism and the need for Pakistan and Afghanistan to take practical
steps to combat this evil. | am happy to say thac the Afghan Prasident
was responsive and shared these concerns and strongly reaffirmed his
government’s pollcy not co allow Afzhan soil to be used for any acts of
terroriom,

You will recall that Pakistan had condemned the hijacking of
the indiar Airlines aircraft and had publidy stated that che hijackers will
be apprehended and brought to fustice f found on the territory of
Pakistan. We do not condone acts of terrorism even by misguided
Kashmirl freedom Ffighters, since such act¢ can oniy hurt the Kashmid
cause. We, therefore, doubt che motlvations and credentlals of those
who are respoagsible for this erime. Indis, on the other kand, is making
every effort ts use this episode to mallgn Pakistan and put a dastanee
between Pakistan and the lnited States. Such siniscer designs must be
firnly countered and exposed.

Pakistan itself is a victim of terroristt sponsored from
oatside. We are witness to the ravages of state sponsored terroristh in
Kashmdr. We condesnn and oppose all forms of terrorism which cannet be
contdoned even if perpetrated in the name of a freedom struggle or
religion.

Pakistan hasi always beent sensitive to intermadonal concams
on naclear proliferation. Every imitistive to keep our region free of
nuclear weapons emanated from Pakistan. We did not Initlate the May
1998 cests, but che Indian tests and India’s hostlle posture towards
Pakistan verging on nuciear blackmall after the tests, made it imperative
for us to restore the strategic balance and establlsh nucfear deterrence.
Simuitaneously, however, ws declared 4 moratorium on further testing,
exprussed our opposition to a nuclear arms race and mada our offer to
Indfa to negotiate a nuclear strategic regime,

Woe also engaged in a dialogue with the US on the four
noclear benchmarks Idencifled by President Clinton. Our positive attitude
during this dialogue has beea evident in our posidons reladng to axport
consrols, nudear and misslle restralnt, our constructtve position in
Gernieva on FMCT negotladons and even the Comprehersive Test Ban
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Treaty. We have set in motion a process of discassions for building
support to enabla the Govermment to sign| the treary. A major hordle
preparing public opinion Is the coercive environment caosed by tha
sanccions which we regard as unjuse. Ourl pubfic also cannot ignore the
ambltious nuclear programmae cnveded by India in the recent months.

On our part, we remain commlicted to pursoing a nuclear
policy of responsibility and restraint based on minimum credible
deterTence to ensure oar security, We remain opposed toc am arms race,
nuc{ear ot comventional, in our reglon, and believe thac the resources of
the region must be channqlled for the welfare and becter future of les

people-

I hope this letter will help you amd your colleagues towards
better understanding of the position of the Government of Pakistan on
the issues that you had asked we to address. | thank you agaln for your
ingerest in the issues of oGr concern and for your efforts to promote
understanding and friendship between our two coaittries.

(X Qua e

{General u

Senator Tim Johnson,
United States Senace,
324 Hart Senate Office Building,

Washipgton, D.C. 20510-4104
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