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Middle East, cannot imagine for a moment, that the government of your great country,
that has actively participated in the liberation and the democratization of so many
countries, will not live-up to its mission and role when it will come to the freedom,
the independence and the sovereignty of Lebanon.

May God be with the United States of America and with Lebanon.

Yours Sincerely,

Dr. Albert Moukheiber
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No, Virginia, there is no American state in which same-sex couples can
marry-—-not even California. In fact, in 1977 California's legislature
passed a law that explicitly restricts its marriage licenses to
heterosexual couples, an antigay effort signed by Jerry Brown. But
given the state's recent gay-friendly actions-ranging from legal
recognition of two-mom and two-dad families to a statewide (if
somewhat toothless) domestic partnership registry—-the right wing
wasn't convinced that California courts would refuse to recognize
other states' same-sex marriages, should any ever take place. And so
when Republican state senator William J. "Pete" Knight was twice
frustrated in his attempts to get the California legislature to pass a
DOMA, he took the measure to the voters as Proposition 22.

California is "the most socially libertarian of any state," says The
Sacramento Bee's deputy editorial page editor Mark Paul--and
Californians are particularly sophisticated about lesbian and gay
rights, with 85 percent saying they know someone who is lesbian or
gay. That makes the DOMA campaign--both pro and con--quite different
than it would be anywhere else in the country. In December, Stanford
University family law professor Michael Wald issued a report showing
that, according to all reputable psychological research, children do
just as well with lesbian, gay, or heterosexual parents--but children
with two moms or two dads would be better protected if their parents
could marry. Perhaps only in California could that popular stealth
missile of American politics—-the save-the-children plea—-be used
against DOMA.

The pro-22 side thus must "raise alarms about the possibility of gay
marriage without seeming to be antigay," says Paul. "And that's not an
easy argument to make." Which may be why the pro-Knight campaign has
scared up no prominent endorsers outside the Mormon and Catholic
hierarchies.

The "No on Knight" campaign has an equally difficult argument to make:
You don't have to be for same-sex marriage to be against Prop. 22.
That's the narrow line walked by most of the campaign's impressive

list of supporters: Al Gore and Bill Bradley, both California

senators, and a parade of mayors, labor unions, and religious leaders.
Californians, like most Americans, would vote against same-sex
marriage if that were the question. And so the "No on Knight" campaign
endlessly returns to three extramarital messages: "it's unfair. It's
divisive. it's intrusive." Those ideas got a boost when Knight's son
wrote a widely covered Los Angeles Times column saying that his father
stopped speaking to him when he came out as gay. Follow-up stories
revealed that Knight had skipped the funeral of his own brother, a gay
man who had died of AIDS.

In November and December, California's respected Field poll found that
51 percent of potential voters said, when Prop. 22 was read to them,
they'd vote in favor; 40 percent said they'd vote against. Those might
look like pro-Knight numbers from far away, but California's

initiative process is its own world. Local polisters say that

undecideds tend to vote no on California initiatives, since no is
supposed to be safer, a vote for the status quo. Initiatives with no






happens when we're barred from legal recognition.

Vermont's top court showed great political acuity in instructing state
legislators to craft a remedy for the injustice it diagnosed. The
legislature’'s answer may become a national model, spreading by
admiration rather than litigation—much as the Scandinavian countries’
comprehensive registered partnership statutes, "marriage"” in all but
name, are being imitated throughout Europe. And once same-sex couples
are legally recognized, how long before the name

itself-marriage—seems only just?

When that day comes, I'll be sending thank-you notes not just to

Lambda's Evan Wolfson, to the Hawaii case's originating attorney Dan
Foley, and to Mary Bonauto of Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders, who
is co-counsel in the Vermont case—but also to Pete Knight, Pat

Buchanan, Gary Bauer, and friends. | want them to know that, yes, we'd
have chased after partnershiprights—and maybe we'd have won a good
number of them. But marriage? On a big issue like that, guys, we could
never have gotten this far without you. o
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4. Health

In addition to the Medicare Reform debate and the political debate on the Patients'
Bill of Rights, we believe there will be three vital health care debates where you
can promote your SOTU initiatives and in the case of medical errors, take
additional executive actions.

¢ Health Expansion—CHIPS parents
¢ Prescription drugs
¢ Medical errors

There is no set time for these debates although the CHIPS parents proposal is
more likely to develop during the Republican tax debate. As the Republicans
move their health care expansion tax proposals, we should insist that CHIPS
parents be included. Prescription-drugs is likely to be part of our constant
drumbeat and the on-going congressional debate on Medicare Reform and the
budget. We will plan events throughout the year to highlight these proposals and
executive actions. Finally, our plans to roll out the government’s internal medical
errors policy have been delayed. An untimely and negative NY Times article has
raised issues that HHS is now reviewing. We should have this matter ready for
your review within the next month.

5. Crime

Successfully concluding the gun issue is less likely this year given the nature of
the political debate and the current make-up of Congress. Nonetheless we are
suggesting ways to focus the issue and engage the debate. Dates that are
important to note are the Million-Moms' March, the Columbine Anniversary and
the Anniversaries of the school shootings in Arkansas, Oregon and Kentucky.

¢ We will continue to work aggressively to facilitate a settlement with gun
manufacturers. If a settlement appears unlikely, we will recommend
becoming more directly involved in the litigation. The discussions with the
gun manufacturers are ongoing and could continue through August.

¢ Like last year, we will engage in an appropriations battle with Congress to
fund 50,000 more cops. We will schedule events to highlight your
accomplishments and leadership. (September — October)

¢ In addition to the report you announced last Friday, there will be other
opportunities to promote your gun enforcement initiative. In March/April the
Treasury will issue another report on illegal gun trafficking. To bring more
attention to your initiative you could roll out the report at a responsible gun
manufacturer like Smith & Wesson.
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¢ To promote your "Smart Guns" initiative and continue the gun debate you

could also visit a manufacturing venue that uses this new technology. (March-
July)

¢ There are 12 states that have gun-licensing statutes--the Massachusetts law is
most like your proposal. To focus attention on your licensing initiative, you
could visit a state with similar laws and take a gun safety class or register for a
license. (February-October)

¢ This month the Youth Violence [nitiative will announce its new board that
includes Oprah and Steve Case. Throughout the year, the Initiative will have
additional policy announcements and accomplishments to announce with you.

National Service

This is one of your signature programs and we should continue to highlight this
theme. Last year we developed a communications plan to give Americorps a
higher profile, with your help Americorps’ profile rose. This year Americorps is
on the path to reach 100,000 volunteers. We plan to showcase this achievement
by adding service events with Americorps volunteers to your schedule.

Race

As President, you have effectively used public speeches, the Race Initiative and
now the "One America" office to elevate and redefined the American dialogue on
race. We recommend establishing a process with to help bring the race book to
completion. The process would allow you to engage in a dialogue with scholars
and writers, talk with leaders in the faith, education, human rights and labor
communities, discuss specific topics with key journalists and give one or two
speeches in areas you believe would further express your vision. We suggest
convening a small group to discuss this process and finalize your goals.

Unfinished legislative business

This section outlines some of the issues that will be at the center of the political
debate. Most political pundits are predicting that nothing will get done —
especially on these issues. We believe these issues can be raised above political
cynicism and in some cases, passed into law. The issues are:

Patients Bill of Rights

Minimum Wage

School Construction (tax proposal)
Common Sense Gun Control
Campaign Finance Reform

Hate Crimes

Equal Pay
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MEMORANDUM

ATTN: Nancy Hernreich

TO: President William J. Clinton
The White House

CC: Richard Norland
Director for European Affairs
National Security Council

James M. Lyons

Special Advisor to the President & The Secretary of State
for Economic Initjatives in Ireland

FROM: John J. Cullinane
DATE: January 17, 2000
RE: Northem Ireland, Israel

As you know, for six years | have, with the help of Frank Costello, been working to create
jobs and economic development in Belfast, in particular in West and North Belfast which
have such high unemployment and violence rates on the premise that jobs are key to

peace. These efforts have been in support of your economic policies relative to Northern
ireland.

One opportunity that we promoted successfully to the appropriate people in Belfast in the
past was call centers and | am pleased to note that The Halifax Group is creating a 1500
person call center in South Belfast, a huge development. My reason for sending you this
mamorandum is the emergence of an important new category of call centers called email
canters. They have even greater potential for Belfast as well as the Middle East because
the emails can be answered by anyone as long as he or she has access to a computer
either at home, in the office, or in some other location. Where the person lives, his or her
speech pattern, or background is of no particular interest to the email sender. Also, an
email support company, locating email support sites in different time zones, can have a
competitive advantage in a global economy. Thus, we envision smail companies linking
Boston, Belfast and the Middle East with a single system. This technology is now available
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Memo to President Clinton
Page 2 of 2
January 18, 2000

from a campany called Amacis, foormed by Tom Montgomery who Is one of Belfast's leading
ecommerce entrepreneurs and someone for whom | have a very high regard. Of note, he is
from West Belfast and, interestingly, from both the Protestant and Catholic traditions. |
have, with Frank's assistance, arranged for him to meet this week with leading community
leaders from North Belfast and West Belfast including Geraldine McAteer, Jackie Redpath
etc. to brief them on the opportunity. He is willing to donate his system, which has a
$750,000 value to any private/public partnership that they, or others, would create to take
advantage of this opportunity. Belfast has all the skills and people, including ex-prisoners,
who could do a great job of answering emails. Also, the system could support a Palestinian

participation easily because Tom has close ties to the Middle East and thinks highly of the
Palestinian capabilities.

The results of this meeting were extremely pasitive and the community leaders in West and
North Belfast would like to form a private/public partnerehip with the support of local (T
executives. | believe the above initiative has great potential and would benefit from the

support of your administration, pariculady, to cope with any bureaucracy or other issues
that may arise.









