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Dear Mr. President:

Yours sincerely.

Richard W. Riley
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Our mission is to ensure equal access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation.

Needless to say, all of the partners are thrilled with your announcement of 
$1 billion for afterschool programming and are very grateful for your efforts. They 
wanted you and Hillary each to have a pin, and so do my folks and I. Several are 
enclosed.

I understand that you admired one of our “Afterschool for All” pins in 
Congressman Gephardt’s office following your State of the Union address last week. It 
was being worn by a staff member from the Afterschool Alliance, a partnership of the 
U.S. Department of Education, the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, the Entertainment 
Industry Foundation, the Creative Artists Agency, People Magazine, the Ad Council, and 
JCPenny.
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Dear Mr. President:
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I am deeply honored by your expression of intent to 
nominate me as United States Ambassador to Argentina. For a 
number of reasons, I believe my experience, language skills, 
judgment and understanding of our democracy would qualify me 
to perform this important assignment in a way that would validate 
your confidence in me.

However, there is an overriding reason why my nomination 
should not go forward. Pursuant to discussions with you and with 
Bob Nash, I asked Senator Biden and others to make discrete 
inquiry into the prospects for an expeditious confirmation, if you 
were to nominate me. Although Senator Biden has advised me that 
Chairman Helms promised him that he would support my 
confirmation. Senator Biden and other friends in and out of the 
Senate have advised me that no assurance can be made that my 
confirmation would not be delayed for reasons entirely unrelated to 
my qualifications for this post. Because of the importance of 
sending a United States ambassador to Argentina in the very near 
term, I do not believe it would be in the national interest to risk a 
protracted delay at the hands of one or more members of the 
Senate who might seek to hold up my confirmation for purely 
partisan political reasons.

Richard Ben-Veniste
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Very truly yours,

William Jefferson Clinton
President
February 3, 2000
Page 2

It was wonderful to see you after your outstanding State of 
the Union address. Donna joins me in expressing our deep 
appreciation for your many kindnesses. As you and Hillary 
undertake the important work that lies ahead, please know that you 
have our continued support and willingness to help in any way we 
can.
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I am dismayed to read in the Washington Post that the 
Department of Education has given a green light to Governor 
Bush's elimination of affirmative action in Florida's 
institutions of higher education. As you know, the Governor has 
proposed a substitute plan to admit 20 percent of the graduates 
from each high school in the state, with details such as what 
requirements to include, what colleges and universities the 
students could actually attend, and whether remediation would be 
offered, to be worked out.

To be sure, novel suggestions to increase diversity in 
higher education may be welcomed on a trial basis. But we all 
know that affirmative action works and what is known about this 
plan at present indicates that it will not work. Therefore, 
nothing should be done to embolden anti-affirmative action 
attacks during this critical period.

624 Ninth Street. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20425

President William Jefferson Clinton
White House
Washington, D.C.

1 also, do not understand why such a sensitive matter should 
be left to a regional official to misinterpret. I hope the 
administration will correct the record and reiterate strong 
support for affirmative action before the Department of 
Education's position further undermines efforts to .increase equal 
opportunity in higher education.

UNITED STATES 
COMMISSION ON 
CIVIL RIGHTS

I know from my work in the Carter administration, and from 
following the issues since, that desegregation plans arising from 
the long-standing Adams litigation and the Fordice Supreme court 
decision, may require affirmative action in some instances. More 
importantly, the Department's action is inconsistent with your 
strong support for affirmative action. The Department's position 
is particularly puzzling when Governor Bush is reviewing his 
actions after protests, including a ait-in by political 
supporters of affirmative action.

Dear Mr. President:



May 23,<3 8:31 P.01

i

FACSIMILE COYER SHEET

/
t

writ
«

TOl

a

9

ROMi ♦.Vfc'

(

♦

«

with ,Ch» trtnrotnfon

4

j-/ 3/6> <^ ■-

t

/

Thank You.

r

^3 ' 
z

I <

i

•4 ♦ 
• i

z
/

Suppl ecrxnul

• <U

Kurnhor of Pafjw. Including Coyon

If thert ir« any | 
Uh P

TEL NO.
' MARY FRANCES 0HRBY 

^MnthSwe^NW
Sul tf 7Q0 

W«*hlngtpryD,C.

OWWXOtt Flx(WS7«-m

Nmh: 
Company) 
Cfty/Stata: „ 

Fax Mai . ‘

• . w 
stet" ~
or tntfty nifM? «Jo»«. » SLb! Mtl’f.d th.t »V%U»«nn»t«>n,
UttrnM rtclpUtrt. you ,, JtHotV prehWU.fl.
distribution, or eopy ?f g*<»\r?o*. plots notify us

"/-o /T”

/ A /g

____________________________

/wTt I III Ji I r.li !-.~.»l ..u.. ,,.|............................. ....

____ . ■■— 1 
» <

„..^£


