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The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

Washington, DC 20500 %7
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Dear Mr. President,

1 am writing to apprise you of some positive developments in the National Campaign
Against Youth Violence. :

\J First, we are now close to completing the formation of our Board of Directors. New
Board members include Rupert Murdoch, Gerry Laybourne, Larry Ellison, Ron Burkle, Judith
McHale, and Mcl Karmazin. Minyon Moore is currently working with us to enlist Oprah
Winfrey and Bill Cosby to join the Board as well. I've attached a complete list of confirmed
Board members. We would like to hold the first meeting of the Board in Washington, D.C.
during the week of February 21. I have asked Minyon to help schedule a date for an event with
you at the White House to coincide with the meeting so that you will be able to announce the
Board members and their initiatives at that time. We believe that we will also be able to
announce a major national commitment by a Fortune S (five) corporate sponsor, as well as new

piic/-private partnerships in at least two U.S. cities.

Second, we conducted the first session of our Academic Advisory Council last week at
Harvard. The Council is composed of the 25 leading scholars in the United States, who have
studied the subject of youth violence from 11 different academic disciplines. The sessions were
extremely productive, with the scholars expressing genuine optimism about our approach. In
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general, the academics endorsed the Campaign’s direction, and helped us refine our message and
the specific best practices that we will be encouraging in each city on our City-by-City campaign.
At your suggestion, I recently contacted Dr. Donald Nathanson, and have invited him to-join the
Council for its next session. I believe that his focus on the link between violence and boys’
notions of honor and shame complements the views of other Council members. Our Council
chair, John Devine, is currently preparing an executive summary of the session that I will
forward to you. ‘

Third, we bave assembled an outstanding group of young people from across the nation
who have personal experience with violence and are working in their communities to help reduce
violence. The group will be meet for a planning and training session in San Francisco from
February 17-21. I know that these young people would be honored to meet with you and share
\ their ideas about the sources of youth violence and their strategies for getting young people to

change cultural nonmns that allow or encourage violence. I would be happy to coordinate with
your staff to arrange a time for such a meeting. We have also forwarded the list of students to
Karin Kullman in the Domestic Policy Council. To the extent that you might mention the efforts
of young people who are helping to address violence in your State of the Union remarks, I
believe that this too would be a positive message.
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Fourth, we have made substantial progress in developing our City-by-City campaign in
the first two communities, Memphis and St. Louis. Ira Lipman, the CEO of Guardsmark, has
agreed to host a breakfast of Memphis business leaders, the chief of police, mayor,
superintendent of schools, and the local violence commission to plan an event for April 14 at
which our new initiatives would be announced. The Discovery Channel has already agreed to
televise the entire program, and Court TV and/or Teen People have agreed to sponsor a youth
town hall forum that will precede the event. To help prepare for these events, I would be grateful
if you would let us know of any particular business contacts or individuals in Memphis that you
believe should be invited to the planning session, and whether you or the First Lady would be
available to attend the event on April 14.

:.\\/ Finally, ] am pleased to report that concerned individuals and organizations continue to
" offer unsolicited support for this effort. Mark Abbott, the Chief Operating Officer of Major
% League Soccer, has been working without salary as COO of this Campaign for five months , and
has helped cover many of the Campaign’s start-up costs out of his own pocket. The law firm of
Munger Tolles, & Olson has done all of our legal work to incorporate the Campaign and obtain

Yo
\% 501(c)(3) status, and has donated an entire floor of office space and equipment. A technology
[,
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Carapaign. Deloitte Touche has agreed to provide our accounting services free of charge. The

—

% company, PCG, has donated computers, a network server, software, and cellular phones to the
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ization has volunteered to perform our polling free of charge. Eoote,.Cage &
Belding has donated its services as our advertising agency. And Lexis-Nexis has agreed to
provide us free research on its network. With your permission, I would like to prepare brief
leffers of thank you to these individuals and organizations for your review and signature.
Thank you again for your encouragement and support in this effort.

Sincerely,

JLB/dlw
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BOARD MEMBERS

Ron Burkle
Yucaipa

Steve Case, CEO
America Online

Henry Cisneros, CEO
Univision

Bepjamin R. Civiletti
Former U.S. Attorney General
Managing Partner of Venable Law Firmn

Mayor Brent Coles
President-Elect U.S. Conference of Mayors

Representative Jennifer Dunn
Co-chair Bi-Partisan Congressional Working Group on Youth Violence

Larry Ellison
Oracle

Greg Favre, Vice President
News The McClatchy Co.
Former President, American Society of Newspaper Editors

Representative Martin Frost
Co-chair Bi-Partisan Congressional Working Group on Youth Violence

Leo Hindery Jr., CEO
Global Crossings BIS

Rick Imatome, CEO
ZapMe!

Mel Karmazin, CEO
CBS/Viacom
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Francine 1. Katz, Vice President
Consumer Affairs
Anheuser-Busch Companies

Gecaldine B. Laybourne, Chairman
Oxygen Media

Ira Lipman, CEO
Guardsmark

Rupert Murdoch, CEO
The News Corporation

Judith McHale, CEO
Discovery

Neal Neilinger
Deutschebank

Deborah Prothrow-Stith
Professor
Harvard School of Public Health

Eli Segal, Executive Director
Welfare to Work
Founding Director, AmeriCorps

Mayor Wellington Webb
Mayor of Denver
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