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President William J. Clinton

I will leave you now to the important work you are doing with every good wish from my
family to yours and a special one for your efforts on behalf of the peace effort in the
Middle East.

Looking forward to spending Y3K with you, I am

Your friend,

/Cr
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December 9, 1999

Nancy Hemnreich

Deputy Assistant to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20008

MTr. President:

Despite my several decades of public service this is the first time [ have made a
request of our nation’s chief executive.

Because of the support of several great Americans, including our mutual friend
the late Barry Goldwater, you are aware of the plight of former Navajo leader Peter
MacDonald. Its time for him to return to his people and be released from a federal
prison.

I ask you to take time during the Christmas season to meet with Navajo President
Kelsey A. Begaye and some of MacDonald’s fellow Navajo Code Talker veterans.
Please allow them the opportunity to personally tell you about Peter.

Mr. President, your personal attention to this humanitarian act would be deeply
appreciated by good people often overlooked in our fast moving, high-tech and urbanized
society.

Thank you,

Wt () Gllogtion

Mike O’Callaghan
Executive Editor
Chairman of the Board
Las Vegas Sun
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MEMORANDUM

T0:

FROM:

DATE;

SUBJECT:

Backaround:

William Jefferson Clinton, President, United States of America N
Richard Moore, Founding President Elect, Nevada State College(bg
December 30, 1999

An Idea for America

United States Teaching Academy (USTA)

a federal/state partnership with the
Nevada State Teaching Academy (NSTA)

It has been in the national interest for America to professionally educate and train
its young people for leadership in the military arts. America’s constitution
recognized the need to provide for a common defense and the United States
Government has since then established a “service academy” for the Army
(1802), the Navy (1845), the Coast Guard (1876), our Merchant Marine (1943),
and more recently, the Air Force (1954). Selection of young people for
admission to these academies has incorporated both the rigor of academic
standards and a nomination process from the Congress of the United States.

The graduates of our academies are reflected in the greatness of many of our
military leaders -- men like Marshall, Eisenhower, MacArthur, and Nimitz serve
as examples of exceptional WWII military leaders--one of whom became
President of the United States of America.

National Need:

“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense,
promote the general Welfare of America, ..." need to attract and prepare the best
and brightest of our people for service as teaching professionals in America’s
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schools, be they kindergarten teachers or high school science teachers.
America’s corp of teaching professionals deserves a cadre of teachers, prepared
under a federal/state partnership to set the standards for excellence and sustain
the highest quality of teaching. The general welfare of America deserves nothing
less and the 21* Century calls upon America for leadership in the preparation of
teachers. As Professor David Drew of the Claremont Graduate University wrote -
“teaching is our first line of defense against a dangerous enemy - ignorance.”

Officially, this federal/state partnership reflects a “federal interest” to “promote the
general Welfare of America” combined with the “state responsibility” to prepare
the teachers of our youth.

Timing:

President Kennedy challenged America with his vision of a Peace Corps. Itis
time in America's history that you challenge America to help craft and prepare
great teachers, through the formation of a national/state partnership -- the United
States Teaching Academy (USTA) and Nevada State Teaching Academy
(NSTA).

A federal/state teaching academy needs to be founded now, with the idea in
mind that this is but the first of several federal/state academies, and that
eventually there may be five to ten federal/state teaching academies throughout
America. Let the pilot academy be located in Southern Nevada (Henderson) and
then have this model be the template for the 21 Century for our nation to found
additional academies as the need and experiences dictate.

Action:

As President of the United States, you should in your State of the Union speech
request that Congress authorize and fund a national teaching academy (USTA)
and that Congress then should nominate the youth of their respective districts for
cadet membership.

Values:

The United States Teaching Academy should be an institution founded in the
liberal arts with its core principles centered in the mastery of student discovery
and student learning. lIts graduates should prove first their own competencies
per federal/state standards and then demonstrate teaching proficiencies in
school districts throughout America.

What characterizes this field of study is a passion for ideas, an understanding
that risk-taking is a prerequisite for change, and a recognition that values
permeate all of ones actions. The belief structure is centered around a learning
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environment which is:

. Rooted in the humanities; celebrating and exploring the contributions,
values and ethics of different civilizations; across time, within individual
and collective lives. (The Humanities)

. Trusting in the nonpredictability of the entrepreneurial spirit; accepting in
each person responsibility for both private and public entrepreneurial
leadership. (Entrepreneurial Leadership)

C Celebrating the role and power of immigrant lives, the inherent richness of
native peoples, and confluence of the merged yet distinct new generations
of ethnic and cultural groups. (Cultural Richness)

= Understanding that learning and the acquiring of knowledge has much to
do about “discovery and risk taking” and little to do with rote memorization;
believing that directed conversations, forums, convocations, rituals and
private reflection are the at root elements which describe a rich learning
environment within the institution we call the United States Teaching
Academy. (Discovery and Colloquiums)

. Grounded in the understanding that the preparation of professionals is
best accomplished when “working in the field,” associating and interning
directly with the professionals; and, that from these apprenticeships each
new professional adds their own unique perspective. (Field Work)

Secondary Mission:

In addition, the nation needs a teaching academy which in the summer months
serves as a host for in-service programs designed for teachers currently engaged
in the profession. Directed colloquiums reflecting the most recent advances in
science and technology need to be interspersed with shared teaching
experiences by identified master teachers in America. This secondary goal
would then be to sustain the vitalization of teachers in the practice of education.

Implementation:

This idea first needs a vision statement incorporating the lifetime thinking of
yourself and Secretary Riley. Both of you have visited the nation’s urban and
rural communities over these past seven years and know first hand the need for
more and better prepared teachers. Your 1999 major new initiatives for the U.S.
Department of Education called for both state standards and “talented, dedicated
and well-prepared teacher(s)." Here is the model for the nation to follow.

Second, you will need a state partner. | am pleased to report that Governor
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Kenny Guinn of the State of Nevada would be honored to work with you to
implement a national/state teaching academy. Fortunately, Nevada Is
considering founding its first state college (to be located in Henderson, Nevada,
opening perhaps in Fall, 2001). The value of associating with an institution of
higher education, not yet opened nor fully defined, is that there are no biases and
entrenched points of view which might need “adjusting” to fit a new national
model. Two entities - a federal government and a state government founding
together a joint new academy to help transform America.

The obvious teaching laboratory for appropriate teaching internships would be
the fastest growing school district in America, the Clark County School District. it
is here that “field based,” programs would be conducted. Each summer the
National Teaching Academy cadets would intern at their home states.

Funding:

Funding for the USTA should come from the federal government and private
foundations and for NSTA and its Nevada students, funding should come from
the State of Nevada. Following the model of the three primary military
academies, the USTA would enroll 1,000 cadets each year and each would
receive room, board, and tuition paid for by the federal government. The State
of Nevada would also hope to have 1,000 “cadets” each year and state funds
would meet tuition costs with private funds to pay for room and board.

Again, following the model of military service for academy graduate, each
Teaching Academy graduate would be under contract to work as a teaching
professional in their home state for a minimum of four (4) years.

The faculty for the teaching academy should be composed of a core set of
permanent scholars and a cadre of rotated academic professionals from the
leading colleges and universities in America; and in addition, the element that
provides specific focus to this endeavor, master teachers from the local Clark
County School District (ensuring field-based experiences). A Board of Visitors
should be established to set guidelines and review performance results, wherein
both you and the state governor would nominate the members of this joint
committee.

Mistakes Avoided:

Recent Carnegie and Ford Foundation studies on schools of education suggest
that presidents of State Colleges and Universities ought not to view their
education schools as having the sole responsibility for the preparing of new
teachers. Where possible, the president should direct faculties of the other
disciplines (sciences, humanities, technologies) to share in this work. In the
founding of a national/state teaching academy, it is possible that every person
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hired, be they in the English department, chemistry department, or computing
sciences, have as their prime responsibility to work with the field-based

education faculty to insure subject matter competencies and teaching appropriate
skills. The challenge. . . that graduates have mastered core subject information,
and secondly, that they have gained the experiences necessary to assist young
people to discover, not memorize, the body of knowledge we call civilization.

To ensure quality, there would be high admissions standards and periodic
performance tests requiring each student to demonstrate his or her mastery of
core information and knowledge (“arthemis tests” to national standards). Those
who do not satisfactorily pass such examinations, might be offered a program of
remediation, but the passing of such remediation course should not take the
place of an individual passing an examination for perhaps the second time, a test
of core information and knowledge. The Teaching Academy would not be
founded on the completion of courses but on the mastery gained of knowledge,
the demonstrated ability to find information and the understanding of the power of
discovery (versus note taking and memorization).

Starting Point:

Every person living in America has at some point in their life spent time with a
great teacher (be it their grandmother, a neighbor or a professional educator). [t
Is this unique connection that empowers the hope for greatness in our teaching
profession and inspires our nation’s youth to join the -profession of teaching. The
United States Teaching Academy is the catalyst for insuring that those who first
felt the power of great teachers can themselves become a great teacher.

Action:

RM:jt

CcC:

You announce in your State of the Union Address the formation of the first United
States Teaching Academy, to be located in Southern Nevada and to be co-
implemented with the to be commissioned Nevada State College.

Kenny Guinn, Governor, State of Nevada

Jill Derby, Chair, Board of Regents, University and Community College System
of Nevada

Brian Greenspun, Publisher/Entrepreneur








































































United States Senate

Week Ahead: Monday, January 31%, the Senate will resume consideration of S. 625, the Bankruptcy
Reform Act. There are no votes scheduled for Monday. The first vote on Bankruptcy is scheduled for
Tuesday, February 1%. Following votes on Bankruptcy, the Senate may proceed to the consideration
of S. 1287, the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act or the private relief legislation regarding Elian
Gonzales.

Senate Notes

CC:

Bankruptcy Reform: On Wednesday, January 26", the Senate resumed consideration of S. 625, the
Bankruptcy Reform Act. There were no votes on Bankruptcy held this week because of the delay
caused by the snowstorm. The Senate will likely pass S. 625, the Bankruptcy Reform Act, this coming
week, despite the Administrations opposition to the measure. Although the Administration does not
have a veto threat on the substantive bankruptcy provisions of the Senate bankruptcy bill (there is a
Senior Advisors level veto threat on the House companion bill), it does have a veto threat on the
Senator Domenici (R-NM) Minimum Wage and Tax Amendment that was attached to the bill on the
floor. More specifically, the Amendment would raise the minimum wage by $1.00 over three years
and provide $77 billion in tax cuts over ten years.

Nuclear Waste: The Majority may file cloture on S. 1287, the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments
Act of 1999, on Monday. You announced on October Ist during a visit to Nevada, that you would
veto this bill in its current form because it strips EPA of its existing standard-setting authority.
Secretary Richardson met with both Senators Murkowski (R-AK) and Bingaman (D-NM) this weck.
Senator Bingaman (D-NM), who opposes the current version of S.1287, continues to work to try to
find a compromise. On Monday, Senator Murkowski (R-AK) may float a compromise proposal
regarding the role of EPA. We will have to review it carefully. In the meantime, we are preparing to
mount a full-scale effort to sustain a veto if the bill in its current form is brought to the Senate floor.

Elian Gonzalez: The Senate may also take up a private relief bill, sponsored by Senator Mack (R-
FL), granting Elian Gonzalez US citizenship. The prospects for this bill actually being brought to the
Senate floor are somewhat less likely, because there is a split within the Republican Caucus and a
majority of Democrats are opposed to the measure. (You will note that the House has not scheduled
legislation on this issue). If the bill is called up, some Democrats (likely Senators Kennedy (D-MA)
and Durbin (D-IL)) may offer other immigration related bills which the Administration supports. And
finally, Senators Dodd (D-CT), Boxer (D-CA), Feinstein (D-CA), Durbin (D-IL), and Leahy (D-VT)
have introduced a Sense of the Congress resolution holding that Elian should be returned to his father.

The Vice President
John Podesta
Steve Ricchetti
Joel Johnson
Maria Echaveste
Doug Sosnik

Ann Lewis
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January 28, 2000

SUBJECT: WEEKLY REPORT (January2?2 to January 28)

I. ACTIONS SUPPORTING PRESIDENTIAL INITIATIVES:

STATE OF THE UNION

OPIL. Conducts Series of Conference Calls Outlining the Themes and Initiatives in your
SOTU Address. OPL hosted eight conference calls on Thursday: two General Overview calls
with friends of the Administration and community leaders, and specific calls on education,
seniors, hate crimes, healthcare, and women's issues. Our efforts reached more than 300 key
leaders and supporters.

Early feedback on your address has generally been positive. In particular, the gay/lesbian
community was pleased with discussion of Hate Crimes and Matthew Sheppard, disability
advocates appreciated highlight of work incentives, and religious groups look forward to
supporting you on your numerous proposals to help the needy and working poor, especially
reducing third world debt. LULAC will be issuing a press release praising you for remarks on
Hate Crimes, ENDA, CBI, and the CRA. The African American community was pleased with
your support of HIV/AIDS, Africa Trade, school construction, agriculture, and New Markets.

The gay/lesbian community also emphasized that ENDA is the most important piece of
legislation to pursuc this year. Disability advocates encourage you to take credit for how various
policies will benefit people with disabilities, including long term care, prescription drugs,
education, New Markets, and Digital Divide.

LEQUAL PaY INITIATIVE

Equal Pay Event Resonated Extremely Well Throughout the Women's Community. The
announcement of $27 million in funding is greatly appreciated and viewed as a strong step from
almost all women's organizations. Approximately 140 representatives of national women's
organizations attended the event. Members of the women's community have contacted our office
throughout the week with comments about the added funding and the continued need to spotlight
this issue. A few women's groups are asking the administration privately for a move towards
"fair pay" and "comparable worth,” but have stayed publicly aligned with the Administration.








































































































































































wiesses said his panners were a state assemblyman in the
northeastem state of Maranhao: a now-fugitive business executive
tn Sao Paulo state charged with being the top money launderer: and
Congressman Augusto Fanas of Alagoas state.

The latter revelatton could e the drug investigation to
high-level political corruption; Fanas 1s also under invesngatton in
the murder of his brother, Paulo Cesar Fanas. a key figure in the
bnbery scandal that caused the {992 impeachment of former
President Femando Collor de Mello. Initially. police concluded that
the vicum who had worked as a Collor campaign manager had been
slain by his girlfnend as part of a murder-suicide. Now. the anti-drug
commussion alleges that the forensic pathologst falsified results in
that autopsy and numerous others at the behest of organized cnme.

Thus far, the CPI hasimplicated big fish wherever it has
gone. Nonetheless, 1t remains o be seen what will happen when it
concludes 1ts mandate and 1ssues a final report, probably in Apnl.

“"They don't know how they are going to end this.” said
Amaury de Souza, a political scientist in Rio de Janeiro. " They just
can't keep revealing things they have to come up with a solution.
And the federal govenment doesn't know where to go with it either.
But 1t has huge popular appeal. it is political gold.”

Indeed. cnucs worry about the pitfalls of the lawmakers'
high-profile roles as supersleuths, saying there have been moments
of excess and improvisation. Some accuse legislators of trampling
the constitutional nghts of suspects by threatening to arrest them 1f
they refuse to testify. The legal and political inexpenence of the
members of the CPI could undermine them, some observers say.

Still, even if the lawmakers occasionally stumble as they
charge around the nation in pursuit of justice, the appeal of the
commission 1s almost irresistible.

"'People see the nch and powerful being accused and
some of them going to jail,” said Alba Zaluar, a top scholar on drug

trafficking. ""This i1s very rare in Brazil. Slowly. things are changing.”

Clinton's Legacy: He's No Teddy Rooseveit or Harry Truman
By Bob Borosage
Special to the Los Angeles Times

In his last State of the Union address. on Thursday night,
President Clinton will celebrate the nanon's prosperity and outline
an ambitious agenda for his last year but his eye will be on history.
Even in the spnngtime of his presidency. Clinton was absorbed by
his potennal rank in history. He reportedly complained to his
political guru, Dick Momis, that history had dealt him a bad hand.
Without a great war or depression to fight. he couldn't rank with the
greatest presidents. But he had high hopes to make the second tier.
beside Theodore Roosevelt and Harry S. Truman.

The conventional wisdom on Clinton's legacy is aiready
congealing. He'll be credited for presiding over the longest
economic expansion in the county's history and stained with the
follies that led to his impeachment. But histonans are likely to focus
on questions that get little attention today. The president may end
up being treated far more harshly because of how he played the
hand that history dealt him. He was elected at a momentous moment
of great natonal challenge and opportunity that the nation,
beguiled by prospenty and bemused by partisan postunng, has
targely squandered.

Clinton was the first president elected at the end of the
40-year Cold War. Afier any great war, the histonc challenges are
clear: a settlement with the vanquished, creating conditions for
global economic growth, building a system to keep the peace and
urging the victonous to grasp the opportunities and challenges
posed by peace. The disastrous peace afier World War | taught the
penls of getting this wrong; the aftermath of World War Il
demonstrated the potential of getting it mostly nght. By this
measure, the Clinton presidency may well be found wanting.

The hash made of the peace with Russia goes without
saying. A great nation has been reduced to barter. Life expectancy
plummets; plagues, poverty and suicides soar. The heralded
transition to free markets has tumed into a blatant looting of a
country by Mafia tongs and robber barons.

Russia was not ours to lose. But like any victor in a long-
standing role, the United States had major responsibility for postwar
Russian reconstruction. We set the terms and scope of assistance
the new Russian leaders received. Those terms were tied to a
remarkably dogmatic belief in the magic of markets. The United

(-3, -
States pushed the Ru:sun?l% make their currency instantly
convertible and to sell off public assets :na "big bang™
pnvantizanon. The results were catastrophic. Russia was held to far
harsher terms than Germany after World War H. The U.S hetped
execute a peace that was surely as ruinous as that imposed on
Germany after World War |. The pnce has yet to be paid,

The administration pursued a similar laissez-taire doctnne
1n constructing the post-Cold War global economic order. Faced
with the challenge of integrating hundreds of millions of new
workers and consumers into the burgeoning global market, the
administration peddled financial deregulanon, floating currencies
and free trade. Pnvate. not public, investment and loans would
provide capital for development. Under U S. pressure, successful
East Asian countnes began to open their financial markets. The
destructive force of the resulting flood of short-term speculanve
capital conmbuted directly to the worst global financial cnsis since
the Great Depression. Treasury Secretary Robert E. Rubin and
Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan get high marks for
staving off a global depression, but that does not hide the roots of
the failure. In recent speeches, the president has begun to outline
an ambitious and far-sighted agenda for regulating the global
marketplace, including curbs on speculation. enforcement of core
worker nghts and environmental protections and new forms of
corporateaccountability. But histonans will surely focus more on
his policy than his rhetonc.

As the world's only superpower, the United States 1s, as
Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albnght boasts, the ““indispensable
nauon.” But the president’s cavalier use of force
over Iraq, bombing the chemical factory in the Sudan has created a
growing backlash. The United Nations has been used and discarded
like an old shoe. Promising efforts to build regional partnerships
Partnership for Peace in Europe, collective peacekeeping in Afnca
have floundered. In the end. the administration focused on the
expansion of NATO in Europe. an imtiative that. if we are lucky, will
tumn out to be irrelevant rather than destructive.

The president nghtly points to years of economic growth
and growing prospenty as the centerpiece of his legacy at home.
Erasing the cnppling deficits left by the Reagan years was vital to
any post-Cold War reconstruction. High levels of employment have
finally begun to liftwages at the bottom afier years of dechine. The
president can be applauded for successfully frustrating the Newt
Gingnch Congress, staving off deep tax breaks for the wealthy and
deep cuts in domestic programs. Impeachment was a bnar patch for
the radical nght. The nght wing took on sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll
and sex won.

In retrospect. histonans surely will wonder at the
president’s failure to summon the nation to a larger mission in a
Gilded Age: the squandenng of the public consensus for national
health care. the default 1n addressing the plight of public schools.
the shameful abandonment of the one in five children raised in
poverty. Here again, a conservative Congress and a rapacious
corporate lobby share the blame. The weakness of progressive and
moral voices 1s also notable. But, surely, the president cannot avoid
responsibility for his failure to do much about the glanng inequality
of hope and opportunity.

Chinton 1s a man of remarkable pohitical gifts whom
Democrats will sorely miss. He presided over a penod of peace and
prospenty. But elected at the end of the Cold War, he embraced the
conservative consensus of his ime, with deplorable effects.

Perhaps he could not have been a Franklin D. Roosevelt or
Abraham Lincoln. But he chose not to be a Teddy Roosevelt or
Truman. That was a great waste

A President "For All Our People’ Must Speak Up
By Ronald Brownstein
Los Angeles Times

The presidency. Al Gore now likes to say, 'i1s the only
position in our country that s filled by an individual who 1s
assigned the responsibility of fighting not just for one distnct or
one state, not for one group ... (but) for all our people.”

That's a noble sentiment. [t's only too bad that Gore. and
all of his leading nvals for the presidency. are having so much
trouble living up to 1t 1n this campaign.

In the past few weeks, on a senes of racially polanzing
controversies, the leading contenders in both parties have forgotten
the simple truth that anyone who would be president must speak for



