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STATE OF NEw YORK

GEORGE E. PATAKI
GOVERNOR

January 14, 2000

Dear Mr. President:

As you know, both New York State and City, working in consultation with Senator Moynihan,
recently announced a plan for the redevelopment of Governors Island. We believe this new vision for
Governors Jsland will transform this national historic treasure into a major civic, cultural and educational
destination for New York State residents, and the millions of tourists who come from around the world to
visit New York each year. GovernorsIsland will jointhe Statuc of Liberty and Ellis Island as a third tourist
destination in New York Harbor, allowing visitors to further discover and experiencc the history of our great
state and nation.

Owned and opcrated as a military facility by the British aud American forces for more than 200
years, this national landmark played an important role in the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the
American Civil War, as well as World Wars [ and II. Our plan preserves the historic nature of the 18th and
19th Century structures on the Island and includes museums and educational venues celebrating the Island's
areat military history. A 50-acre public park will be created, complete with recreational facilities, allowing
visitors to experience the stunning views of the Statue of Liberty and beautiful New York Harbor. Through
public and private-sector partnerships, a conference center, moderately priced family lodging, and a health
and wellness center will also be established.

This is atremendous opportunity. Transforming this [sland into amagnificent public resource will,
however, require significant investment. New York State and City have already agreed to make a substantial
investment and we estimate the private sector commitment will exceed 3300 million.

1 join Senator Moynihan in asking for your support in our endcavor to preserve and protect
Govemors Island. By removing the Governors Island offset in your budget and agreeing to transfer the
property to the State at no cost, we will be one step closer to preserving and enhancing one of the most
important historical public spaces in the nation.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Very truly yours,

The President

The White House
Washington, DC 20500
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workers. Such evidence is certainly consistent with the view that the spread ot computer
technologies may have contributed to rapid increases in the demand tor skill in recent
decades.”

The skills gap does not just matter for wages. but for unemployment as well. In
the last 7 vears. the unemployment rate for high school dropouts has averaged 9.3
percent. while the unemployment rate for college graduates has only averaged 2.5
percent.

Study after study has documented that each additional year ot a college can
increase a worker's future earnings by 5 to 15 percent with evidence that such returns
have risen in recent years.® Caroline Hoxby. for instance. finds that the return to a college
education was 12 percent from 1992 to 1996, compared to 5 percent from 1972 to 1978

That is why even in a period of fiscal contraction, a sound growth strategy must
not only bring down deficits, but also increase educational investments and work
incentives. The 1993 Budget was an example of such a balanced approach. While it
called tor $505 billion in deficit reduction, the total gross savings were over $600 billion.
[n other words. the 1993 budget made over $100 billion in additional tough choices so
that the largest EITC expansion ever could be passed and solid investments could be
made in Head Start and the Special Supplemental Income Program for Women. Infants,
and Children (WIC) - even in the midst of deficit reduction. Indeed, dropping the
President’s bold increase in the EITC could have allowed the President to avoid his most
politically costly decision —raising the gas tax by 4.3 cents. Yet the new Census data
show that there are at least 2.3 million fewer Americans in poverty because the President
expanded EITC, made tough decisions, and chose a balanced approach over a sole focus
on deticit reduction.

Contrary to any notion that poverty reduction initiatives were put on hold until the
budget was balanced, the President has sought the right balance between debt reduction
and creating and expanding upon programs that enhance economic opportunities for
poorer Americans. The President and his Office of Management and Budget Directors
from Panetta to Rivlin to Raines to Lew have all battled hard with yearly appropriations
negotiations to protect and strengthen key anti-poverty programs. Even in the midst of
the dramatic deficit reduction we have seen over the past 6 years, President Clinton has
successfully increased funding for several anti-poverty programs and indeed has passed
several new economic opportunity initiatives.

As a result, today we spend substantially more on a wide range of poverty
reduction programs (see Table S for numbers and Appendix | for selected details). To
name one example, we now spend nearly $3 billion more each year for Head Start and

® See Thomas Kane and Cecilia Rouse, “Labor Market Returns to Two and Four-year College: Is a Credit
a Credit and Do Degrees Matter?”" American Economic Review, 85:3. 1995 and Orley Ashentelter and
Alan Krueger. “Estimates of Economic Returns to Schooling From a New Sample of Twins.” 4dmerican
Ecovnoniic Review December 1994.

" Caroline Hoxby, “Tax Incentives for Higher Education.” Tax Policy and the Economy 12 1998 MIT
Press: Cambridge.














































































Providing Safe After-School Opportunities

Under the Clinton-Gore Administration. the 21st Century Community Leamning
Centers program has been expanded to provide safe and academically enriching after-
school opportunities for nearly 400.000 school-age children in rural and urban
communities each year.

In his FY 2000 budget, the President proposes to triple funding to $600 million,
reaching 1.1 million students.

Creation of Youth Opportunity Grants

President Clinton proposed the $1.25 billion Youth Opportunities Grants program, a
five year grants initiative that was authorized as part of the 1998 Workforce
[nvestment Act. This program focuses primarily on out-of-school youths. The
program provides them with job training and has a strong emphasis on mainstreaming
vouth into the private sector. both in terms of immediate job placement and work-
based learning opportunities to increase long-term employment prospects.

The Youth Opportunities program will receive $250 million this fall and will make a
significant attack on concentrated poverty and unemployment. This initiative
represents a strong investment in Empowerment Zones and Communities and other
urban and rural areas that are considered high-poverty areas.

The main goal of the program is to increase employment in the private sector,
increase college enrollment and decrease dropout rates.

Creation of the GEAR-UP Initiative

Under the Clinton-Gore Administration, the new mentoring initiative GEAR-UP was
created to better prepare up to an estimated 260,000 low-income middle school
children for entrance to and success in higher education.

GEAR UP grants will fund partnerships involving more than 1,000 organizations,
such as the YMCA. Boys and Girls Clubs, 4-H programs, Salvation Army, libraries,
arts organizations, local chambers of commerce, and individual companies such as
Wal-Mart, Unisys, Hewlett-Packard. Bell Atlantic, and the New York Times
Newspaper in Education Program.

In August 1999, $120 million in grants were awarded to 164 partnerships and 21
grants to states (for statewide program).

Assisting Migrant Children and Families

Migrant families face difficult obstacles to gaining the education and training they
may need to improve their standard ot living. President Clinton improved the
Migrant Education Progrant in the 1994 reauthorization. and won a 16 percent
increase in FY 1999.



Expanding Pell Grants

4.

President Clinton and the Congressional Democrats have increased the Pel]l Grant
maximum grant amount from $2,300 in FY 1993 to $3,215in 1999. In 1999, nearly 4
million students will receive a Pell Grant of up to $3.125, the largest maximum award
ever.

HELPING TO BRING PRIVATE ENTERPRISE AND CAPITAL TO DISTRESSED AREAS

Expanding Microenterprise Lending and Technical Assistance

Microenterprise development programs provide access to capital. other financial
services. and training to those traditionally bypassed by the mainstream financial
sector, such as the poor women, minorities and those in economically distressed
areas.

President Clinton’s and Vice President Gore's proposal also includes a doubling of
support for technical assistance in SBA's Microloan Program and a doubling of
support for SBA lending to leverage over $75 million in new microlending.

The microenterprise strategy will also involve new funding for [ndividual
Development Accounts (IDAs) and for SBA's One-Stop Capital Shops.

Created the Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) Fund

In 1994, President Clinton proposed and signed into law the CDFI Fund. Through
grants. loans, and equity investments. the Fund has created a network of approximately
270 CDFIs in distressed areas across the nation. CDFI activities leverage investments
trom banks, foundations, and other sources.

Since the Fund’s creation, it has made more than $190 million in awards to community
development institutions and financial institutions. This investment is expected to
leverage three to four times the amount of the investments in total capital raised for

_CDFIs over the next few years. In FY 1999, funding for the CDFI Fund was increased
19 percent to $95 million.

Strengthened and Simplified the Community Reinvestment Act (CRA)

In April 1995, the Clinton-Gore Administration reformed the CRA regulations to
emphasize performance.

According to the National Community Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC), the private
sector has pledged more than $1 trillion going forward in loans to distressed
communities — and more than 95 percent of these financial commitments have been
made since 1992.

Banks made $18.6 billion in community development loans in 1997 alone. Lending to
minority and low-income borrowers is also on the rise.



135 Empowerment Zones and Enterprise Communities

After pushing to have Empowerment Zones (EZs) and Enterprise Communities (EC's)
passed into law, the Clinton-Gore Administration has designated 135 urban and rural
EZs and ECs across the country. The First Round EZ/EC initiative, which included
105 EZs/ECs, was proposed by President Clinton and passed by Congress in 1993.
The Second Round of 30 EZs/ECs was also proposed by the President, and in

FY 1999 the President and Congress provided first-year funding for the new EZs and
ECs.

Designated communities were chosen on the basis of their strategic revitalization
plans, and receive special incentives and resources to help carry out their plans. The
EZ/EC initiative has already leveraged over $10 billion in additional public and
private sector investment in community revitalization efforts.

The Economic Development Initiative (EDI) and Section 108 Loan Guarantee

EDI grants are used to infuse capital into community development projects, enhancing
the debt financing provided by the Section 108 loan guarantee program. Together, the
programs support critical economic development in distressed communities.

Estimated jobs supported by EDI and the Section 108 loan guarantee have grown by
300.000 from 1994 to 1998. During this time period EDI and the Section 108 loan
guarantee program have funded $3.5 billion for more than 650 separate project
commitments.

Cleaning Up the Urban Environment through Brownfields Redevelopment

The Clinton-Gore Administration has launched a landmark effort, including the
Brownfields Tax [ncentive, to clean up and redevelop Brownfields sites.

In total. the Brownfields action agenda has marshaled funds to clean up and redevelop

up to 5,000 properties, leveraging between $5 billion and $28 billion in private
investment and creating and supporting 196,000 jobs.
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ROBERT SCHULLER
January 11, 2000

Your Majesty:

It was recently my honor to be invited to offer the prayer of blessing in
your presence on Saturday., December 22"™. It was a joy to see you
receive, on behalf of your father, the Peace Award. | first locked eyes
with your father, and shook hands firmly and affectionately with him, at
the gravesite of Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin. | was there with
President Clinton’s delegation.

Now | am so proud of you, the new King! For you are being credited
with bringing together the persons from Syria and Israel to reopen the
peace process. Now, thanks to you, Syria and Israel are talking peace
again.

With profound humiliity and apologies for any impertinence on my part,
| would respectfully make a request to you. A request to take the next
step and invite the Chief Sephardic Rabbinate of Israel to meet the
Grand Mufti of Syria. Invite these two men of God to meet face to face
... to talk ... to listen to each other ... to pray.

| have had over four meetings with the Grand Mufti in Syria, Sheikh
Ahmad Kiftarou, prior to the night that we were together in the Marriott
Hotel for the dinner honoring your father. | believe that the Grand Mufti
can be a powerful force and source of peace in Syria. The two of us
have a profound respect and affection for each other.

From Damascus | went to Jerusalem where | met with the Chief
Sephardic Rabbinate, Eliahu Bakshi-Doran. After | shared with him my
meeting with the Grand Mufti in Damascus, he said to me. “Dr.
Schuller, | will go anywhere, anytime if you will arrange a meeting with
me and the Grand Mufti, but | want you to be with us at this meeting.
God must have His way in this peace process.” My reply to the Chief
Rabbi was, “| will do whatever | can to cause such a meeting to
happen. It should be a meeting in a neutral country where both are
free to travel. It should be in a neutral country that is riding the crest of
peace on earth, good will toward men. it should come from a believer
in God who is the highest authority in that nation. So the best place to
meet is Jordan, and the invitation to meet in that country should come

THE CRYSTAL CATHEDRAL
12141 LEWIS STREET, GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA 92840
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from King Abdullah iI. It could well be in the Palace in Amman. | will be
happy and honored to do whatever | can to help. | am prepared to
board a plane today or tomorrow to meet and go anywhere to
introduce the Grand Mufti to the Chief Rabbi.” | belleve that if they
met, they would unite behind and publicly support the peaceful
resolution of conflicts between and within nations, and advocate an
end to social or economic injustice wherever it may exist. We secured
two critically important commitments toward that goal when Sheikh
Ahmad Kilftarou and Rabbi Eliahu Bakshi-Doran signed The One Light,
One World proclamation which | presented to them.

| am assured that if such a meeting took place it would gain immediate
media attention around the world and would penetrate both the
raligious and secular parts of Israel in showing the Israell citizens (who
are going to vote for a peace referendum very soon) that the religious
leaders, not only the political leaders are speaking true peace. This
would aiso help peace penetrate the Syrian public opinion since a
religious leader such as the Grand Mufti of Syria is very highly
respected by most of the Syrian population.

Thank you for giving this your prayerful consideration. If there is
anything | can do to be helpful, | would be most honored.

Rgbert H. Schuller

His Royal Majesty Abdullah I
King of Jordan

Royal Palace

Amman, JORDAN

RHS/bae

cc: President Bill Clinton,
Mr. Sandy Berger, National Security Advisor to President Clinton
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In America
BOB HERBERT

Crisi

It used to be fairly easy to get large
numbers of decent teachers for the
public schools.

In the 1930’s and 40's, young people
shaped by the harsh lessons of the
Depression were happy to have a
steady job that was respectable, even
though the pay was low. In the 1950's
and 60's, when the baby boomers
flooded the schools, women moved en
masse into teaching. Few other pro-
fessional options existed. Women who
wanted a career became, for the
most part, teachers or nurses.

In the late 60's and early 70's, a
wave of men went tnto teaching.
These were young, draft-eligible guys
anxious for a deferment that would
keep them out of Vietnam. Only one
out of five remained in the profession
for the long haul, but that 20 percent
was a significant boost to the ranks of
teachers nationwide.

Those more or less natural sources
of teachers have long since vanished,
and the U.S. now finds itself in the
midst of a teacher shortage that is
threatening the viability of school
systems from coast (o coast.

*“This shortage of competent teach-
ers is one of the most glaring prob-
lems we face right now," said Sena-

tor Charles Schumer, who plans to
introduce federal legislation that is

A senator’s plan
to ease the
shortage.

designed to encourage more young
people to become teachers.

“We've entered a whole new type
of economy in which ideas are the
generators of wealth, of jobs and
growth,” Mr. Schumer said in an
interview last week. *‘But the No. 1
storm cloud on the horizon is the lack
of a young, high-quality, dedicated
group of professionals to teach our
children."

Referring to the teacher shortage
in a speech yesterday, the U.S. secre-
tary of education, Richard Riley,
said, “It's gotten so bad that some
schools have been forced to put any
warm body in front of a classroom."’

The shortage will only grow worse
over the next decade as tens of thou-
sands of teachers reach retirement
age. It is estimated that two million
new teachers will have to be hired
during that period. But how many
first-rate teachers can you reason-
ably be expected to recruit when the
average starting salary is roughly
$25,000 a year?

Senator Schumer noted that the
greatest need for new teachers is in
the areas of math and science. School
systems find 1t particularly difficult
to recruit competent men and women
in those disciplines because they can
so easily command much higher sal-
aries and much better working condi-
tions elsewhere.

"The shortages in math and sci-
ence are desperate in all but the
wealthiest districts,” said Mr. Schu-
mer. *‘So of the 40,000 math or sci-
ence teachers we needed last year.
only 3.000 had the necessary math or
science training."

The shortage over all is so acute
that many school districts are hiring
just about anybody with a college
degree. ““They get into a classroom."’
saild Mr. Schumer, “and they don't
know what to do. They don’t know
how to teach."

A number of states and local dis-
tricts are offering enticements to
young people to go into teaching. Gov.
George Pataki of New York has put
together a tuition subsidy plan, and
Gov. Gray Davis of California i1s pro-
posing, among other things, cash bo-
nuses and low-interest home loans.

Senator Schumer's proposal, which
he 1s calling ‘“The Marshall Plan for
Public School Teachers," would offer
a variety of federal incentives to po-
tential teachers across the country.
The key elements are as follows:

e All undergraduate student loans
would be forgiven for anyone who
becomes certified and teaches for
five years.

o The federal government would
provide a $5,000-a-year salary supple-
ment for teachers who pass a special
test in math and science given by the
National Academy of Sciences.

e The federal government would
cover 75 percent of the cost of a cadre
of master teachers who would serve
as tramners and mentors for new
teachers.

e Federal employees who retire
and go into teaching would be permit-
ted to begin recetving their pensions
as soon as they left their federal post.
Mr. Schumer said he would encour-
age local governments and private
businesses to adopt a similar policy.

The senator said his program
would cost about $15 billion over 10
YIC2rS,

“‘People are beginning to see edu-
cation as an important issue,”’ he
said, “‘but they don't yet see this
teacher shortage as a real crisis. It
is.” 0

The New YJork Times

MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 2000
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE 4 SsSoOUTHERN NEVADOA
= OFFICE of tue PRESIDENT

MEMORANDUM

TO: William Jefferson Clinton, President, United States of America

\
FROM: Richard Moore, Founding President Elect, Nevada State College(bg
DATE: December 30, 1999

SUBJECT: An Idea for America

United States Teaching Academy (USTA)
a federal/state partnership with the
Nevada State Teaching Academy (NSTA)

Background:

It has been in the national interest for America to professionally educate and train
its young people for leadership in the military arts. America’s constitution
recognized the need to provide for a common defense and the United States
Government has since then established a “service academy” for the Army
(1802), the Navy (1845), the Coast Guard (1876), our Merchant Marine (1943),
and more recently, the Air Force (1954). Selection of young people for
admission to these academies has incorporated both the rigor of academic
standards and a nomination process from the Congress of the United States.

The graduates of our academies are reflected in the greatness of many of our
military leaders -- men like Marshall, Eisenhower, MacArthur, and Nimitz serve
as examples of exceptional WWII military leaders—one of whom became
President of the United States of America.

National Need:

“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union,
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense,
promote the general Welfare of America, ..." need to attract and prepare the best
and brightest of our people for service as teaching professionals in America’s

3200 EAST CHMEYENNE AVE No. LAS Veleas, Nv s9030.429¢6 702.651.4491
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schools, be they kindergarten teachers or high school science teachers.
America’s corp of teaching professionals deserves a cadre of teachers, prepared
under a federal/state partnership to set the standards for excellence and sustain
the highest quality of teaching. The general welfare of America deserves nothing
less and the 21* Century calls upon America for leadershlp in the preparation of
teachers. As Professor David Drew of the Claremont Graduate University wrote -
“teaching is our first line of defense against a dangerous enemy - ignorance.”

Officially, this federal/state partnership reflects a “federal interest” to “promote the
general Welfare of America” combined with the “state responsibility” to prepare
the teachers of our youth.

ming:

President Kennedy challenged America with his vision of a Peace Corps. Itis
time in America’s history that you challenge America to help craft and prepare
great teachers, through the formation of a natlonal/state partnership — the United
States Teaching Academy (USTA) and Nevada State Teaching Academy
(NSTA).

A federal/state teaching academy needs to be founded now, with the idea in
mind that this is but the first of several federal/state academies, and that
eventually there may be five to ten federal/state teaching academies throughout
America. Let the pilot academy be located in Southern Nevada (Henderson) and
then have this model be the template for the 21* Century for our nation to found
additional academies as the need and experiences dictate.

Action:

As President of the United States, you should in your State of the Union speech
request that Congress authorize and fund a national teaching academy (USTA)
and that Congress then should nominate the youth of their respective districts for
cadet membership.

Values:

The United States Teaching Academy should be an institution founded in the
liberal arts with its core principles centered in the mastery of student discovery
and student learning. Its graduates should prove first their own competencies
per federal/state standards and then demonstrate teaching proficiencies in
school districts throughout America.

What characterizes this field of study Is a passion for ideas, an understanding
that risk-taking is a prerequisite for change, and a recognition that values
permeate ail of ones actions. The belief structure Is centered around a learning

2
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environment which is:

- Rooted in the humanities; celebrating and exploring the contributions,
values and ethics of different civilizations; across time, within individual
and collective lives. (The Humanities)

= Trusting in the nonpredictability of the entrepreneurial spirit; accepting in
each person responsibility for both private and public entrepreneurial
leadership. (Entrepreneurial Leadership)

. Celebrating the role and power of immigrant lives, the inherent richness of
native peoples, and confluence of the merged yet distinct new generations
of ethnic and cultural groups. (Cultural Richness)

. Understanding that learning and the acquiring of knowledge has much to
do about "discovery and risk taking” and little to do with rote memorization;
believing that directed conversations, forums, convocations, rituals and
private reflection are the at root elements which describe a rich leaming
environment within the institution we call the United States Teaching
Academy. (Discovery and Colloquiums)

. Grounded in the understanding that the preparation of professionals is
best accomplished when “working in the field,” associating and interning
directly with the professionals; and, that from these apprenticeships each
new professional adds their own unique perspective. (Field Work)

Secondary Mission:

In addition, the nation needs a teaching academy which in the summer months
serves as a host for in-service programs designed for teachers currently engaged
in the profession. Directed colloqulums reflecting the most recent advances in
science and technology need to be interspersed with shared teaching
experiences by identifled master teachers in America. This secondary goal
would then be to sustain the vitalization of teachers in the practice of education.

Implementation;

This idea first needs a vision statement incorporating the lifetime thinking of
yourself and Secretary Riley. Both of you have visited the nation’s urban and
rural communities over these past seven years and know first hand the need for

more and better prepared teachers. Your 1999 major new initiatives for the U.S.
Department of Education called for both state standards and “talented, dedicated
and well-prepared teacher(s)." Here is the model for the nation to follow.

Second, you will need a state partner. | am pleased to report that Governor

3
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Kenny Guinn of the State of Nevada would be honored to work with you to
implement a national/state teaching academy. Fortunately, Nevada is
considering founding its first state college (to be located in Henderson, Nevada,
opening perhaps in Fall, 2001). The value of associating with an institution of
higher education, not yet opened nor fully defined, is that there are no biases and
entrenched points of view which might need “adjusting” to fit a new national
model. Two entities - a federal government and a state government founding
together a joint new academy to help transform America.

The obvious teaching laboratory for appropriate teaching internships would be
the fastest growing school district in America, the Clark County School District. It
is here that “field based,” programs would be conducted. Each summer the
National Teaching Academy cadets would intern at their home states.

Funding:

Funding for the USTA should come from the federal government and private
foundations and for NSTA and its Nevada students, funding should come from
the State of Nevada. Following the model of the three primary military
academies, the USTA would enroll 1,000 cadets each year and each would
receive room, board, and tuition paid for by the federal government. The State
of Nevada would also hope to have 1,000 “cadets” each year and state funds
would meet tuition costs with private funds to pay for room and board.

Again, following the model of military service for academy graduate, each
Teaching Academy graduate would be under contract to work as a teaching
professional in their home state for a minimum of four (4) years.

The faculty for the teaching academy should be composed of a core set of
permanent scholars and a cadre of rotated academic professionals from the
leading coileges and universities in America; and in addition, the element that
provides specific focus to this endeavor, master teachers from the local Clark
County School District (ensuring field-based experiences). A Board of Visitors
should be established to set guidelines and review performance results, wherein
both you and the state governor would nominate the members of this joint
committee.

Mistakes Avoided:

Recent Carnegie and Ford Foundation studies on schools of education suggest
that presidents of State Colleges and Universities ought not to view their
education schools as having the sole responsibility for the preparing of new
teachers. Where possible, the president should direct facuities of the other
disciplines (sciences, humanities, technologies) to share in this work. In the
founding of a national/state teaching academy, it is possible that every person

4
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hired, be they in the English department, chemistry department, or computing
sciences, have as their prime responsibility to work with the field-based
education faculty to insure subject matter competencies and teaching appropriate
skills. The challenge. . . that graduates have mastered core subject information,
and secondly, that they have gained the experiences necessary to assist young
people to discover, not memorize, the body of knowledge we call civilization.

To ensure quality, there would be high admissions standards and periodic
performance tests requiring each student to demonstrate his or her mastery of
core information and knowledge (“arthemis tests” to national standards). Those
who do not satisfactorily pass such examinations, might be offered a program of
remediation, but the passing of such remediation course shouid not take the
place of an individual passing an examination for perhaps the second time, a test
of core information and knowledge. The Teaching Academy would not be
founded on the completion of courses but on the mastery gained of knowledge,
the demonstrated ability to find information and the understanding of the power of
discovery (versus note taking and memorization).

Starting Point:

Every person living in America has at some point in their life spent time with a
great teacher (be it their grandmother, a neighbor or a professional educator). It
Is this unique connection that empowers the hope for greatness in our teaching
profession and inspires our nation’s youth to join the profession of teaching. The
United States Teaching Academy is the catalyst for insuring that those who first
felt the power of great teachers can themselves become a great teacher.

Action:

RM:jt

CcC:

You announce in your State of the Union Address the formation of the first United
States Teaching Academy, to be located in Southern Nevada and to be co-
implemented with the to be commissioned Nevada State College.

Kenny Guinn, Governor, State of Nevada

Jill Derby, Chair, Board of Regents, University and Community College System
of Nevada

Brian Greenspun, Publisher/Entrepreneur
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5. National Conversation (Early Summer 2000)

This will be the fourth gathering of the elected official network of the New Democrat movement.
Last year, we had 175 state and local elected officials, including, at least one from each of the S0
states. This year we expect even more ~ and we want to make the point going into Los Angeles
that the Democratic Party and the New Democrat movement are alive and well. That could be of
critical help to the Vice President who will have to get back to his New Democrat roots after a
bruising primary campaign. Issuing a forward looking updated version of the New Orleans
Declaration could make it clear that the party is heading into its convention with a message that
will play well in general election politics.

6. National Convention (August 2000)

It will be absolutely essential that we send a strong message that the New Democrat movement
was not just about your personal brand of politics, but in fact a major transformation of America’s
oldest political party. If we don’t, we’ll have a hard time holding onto the White House. I don’t
know what etiquette will require as far as your schedule goes, but I would love to see a major
DLC sponsored event that honors you, and promotes the rising stars of the party - gjving credit to
you for having brought about a fundamental and positive change that has benefitted our party and
our nation.

TOTAL P.B6
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To determine if the President would be willing to support a policy modification to the Q—‘—‘-J
parents’ expansion initiative that ensures a much greater insurance coverage effect than Po Yerch
our estimators will project with our current policy.

BACKGROUND

Yesterday, it became clear that the addition of a significant infusion of dollars for our
policy will not have a commensurate effect on coverage take up. This is because our
actuaries’ model assumes that states that currently cover parents at low levels of poverty
(18 states cover parents to levels less than SO percent of poverty) are unlikely to
participate even with a large allotment / increased match. While we disagree with this
assumplion, it is possible that CBO take a similar approach on this issue.

[t has therefore appears that the better way to assure higher projections of coverage take
up is to have a failsafe trigger mechanism that requires states to cover parents up to 100
percent of poverty if they have not done so voluntarily by a certain time period. We
believe that doing so could make a difference in take-up of 1 to 2 million people. The
obvious down-size of altering our policy in this manner is that governors would label this
as an unfunded mandate and reverse their current position of support of parents’ policy to
one of opposition or at least significant criticism.

RECOMMENDATION

Taking all these factors into account, and because we believe that the debate on the Hill
this year will be who can most efficiently cover the most uninsured Americans, OMB,
NEC, and DPC believe that we should include this failsafe in the proposal. However, we
believe that it should be delayed until after 2005 to give states a period of at Jeast S years
to voluntarily participate in this program. We believe further that, although the target
population is 200 percent of poverty and below, thaI the failsafe l:ngger be no more than

o < now. lf the
President signs off on this approach, we recommend reviewing a few alternative phase-in
options dcsigned to maximize coverage and minimize political opposition.

We have reviewed this recommendation with the office of the Vice President and they do

not object to it.
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