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Jefferson, AR 72079

MEMORANDUM

- 5-oc)
Date: December 23, 1999

/X-4-
From: Tom Flammang

Subject: Fax for President Clinton (two pages follow)

To:

oj

Dear Ms. Currie,

4980).

Sincerely yours,

Cr^vA

<4

870-543-7291 (Voice) 870-543-7576 (Facsimile)Soi-Stn.-H'V# <vx>—«.)

If there is some confusion I should deal with please feel free to contact me at 
work in Jefferson (telephone no.: 870-543-7291) or at home in Rock (501-562-

Thomas J. Flammang, Ph.D.
U.S. Food and Drug Administration

National Center for Toxicological Research 

Office of Research 
Jefferson, AR 72209

U.S. FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
1 National Center for Toxicological Research

Since I would guess that the President has little time to read everything, I ask you 
a favor. If you feel an abstract of the letter would be a better way to bring these 
matters to his attention again, please highlight the critical points for him.

President William Jefferson Clinton 
C/o Ms. Betty W. Currie
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000

I have sent this communication in your care as President Clinton requested; two 
pages follow.



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

Phone 8 7 0) 543-7000

December 23, 1999

Dear Mr. President:

TM„

I have worked for the National Center for Toxicological Research since coming to 
Arkansas in 1976 and it is clear to me even the initials “NCTR” mean almost nothing to 

most Arkansans, let alone imparting any knowledge of our role in the FDA or in their 
health care. This upcoming dedication is strategic to turn this tide. This event will 
highlight the synergistic power of interactions gained through intra- and interagency, 
academia, industry, and community collaborations.

This letter fills in some details, as I promised in our December 19 conversation, for the 
dedication of the new $44 million dollar facility of the U. S. Food and Drug 
Administration located in Jefferson, Arkansas. Yes, it indeed is a breath away from 
completion, and yes indeed the dedication ceremonies are scheduled for February 17,
2000. We would be honored with your presence and undeniably you can help us 
punctuate that high technology endeavors have a home in Arkansas; and rural Arkansas 
at that. According to protocol, your formal invitation will arrive through Secretary 
Shalala.

National Center
For Toxicological Research
3900 NCTR Road
Jefferson AR 72079-9502

Thic-new facility is known as the Arkansas Regional Laboratory to help identify it with 

Arkansas. The new regional laboratory brings increased efficiency to the Agency by 
consolidating several smaller, regulatory-laboratory facilities and it will have a large 
impact on ensuring the safety of imported foods. Furthermore, its co-location with the 
NCTR represents a synergism of intellect between a research arm and a regulatory arm of 
the FDA that has already paid dividends. The recent work of two NCTR research 
scientists, who normally develop analytical instrumentation, invented a practical and 
inexpensive consumer device that indirectly indicates bacterial contamination. 
“FreshTagrM” has been licensed to private industry and it will appear in supermarket 

food packaging beginning in the year 2000. They are now altering this technology to be 

a suitable tool for the field regulators.

Puoiic Hea.th Service
Food and Drug Admin ictration

President William Jefferson Clinton 
C/o Ms. Betty W. Currie
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000



Sincerely yours,

Chelsea, Elizabeth and Rebecca are coming into this next century well prepared for 
rewarding careers in part because of the educational status of their parents. This 
background is not afforded to the majority of my neighbor’s children in Little Rock, let 
alone the poorer parts of Arkansas in the adjacent Delta area. It is even more 
disheartening to me that the limited conversations Marianne and I have had with a few 

young adults in our neighborhood astonish us in that they have no concept of 
opportunities right in front of them. The NCTR educational efforts of the past have 

made a huge difference for a few young adults; however, realistically, our limited funds, 
and above all the limited time of our staff, cannot make a sizeable training difference for 
many Arkansans. I think that above all else the real difference that the NCTR can make 
in Arkansas is to foster the concept of the varied opportunities available for the young. 
New laboratory buildings celebrations aside, I believe the high profile that yourself, the 
First Lady and Chelsea can bring to the dedication will be to make those opportunities 
appear on every television set in Arkansas; something we cannot do readily.

The NCTR also has a new Phototoxicology Laboratory, built in collaboration with the 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, that will help the FDA evaluate the 
risks of combining sunlight with exposure to commonly available cosmetics, drugs and 
chemicals. Actually few people in the world are aware of this recently completed facility 
and it is one of only two laboratories like this in the world. Industry, which owns the 
other facility, helped us with design, indeed some of its components are identical to 
theirs. This is only the newest example where NCTR has leveraged its limited funds in 
support of Agency science.

I guess it is evident that I find our achievements laudable on many interfaces and am 

more than passionate to make the Jefferson Regional Laboratories of the FDA a 
household word in Arkansas. Your staff can contact Mr. Pete Attwood, (telephone: 
870-543-7130), NCTR’s Director of Management for details; Pete will co-ordinate this 
event. I will be delighted to answer any of your questions or those of your staff anytime 

(telephone: 870-543-7291, work; 501-562-4980, home).

The new Arkansas Regional Laboratory will bring another 150 high-skill positions, in 

addition to the 650 positions already at NCTR, to the Delta Region. The whole complex 
including NCTR has recently been named the Jefferson Laboratories of the U. S. Food 
and Drug Administration that should help people identify this resource with the Agency. 

A large number of the new positions at the laboratory are for chemists, microbiologists 
and other specialists. In anticipation of this opportunity the NCTR and the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff have cooperated to establish a degree program in regulatory 
science; the first of its kind in the nation. This new program fits well with our long­
standing collaboration with the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences Toxicology 
Program that we use to train scientists and to interest them in careers of government 

service.
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As we embark on a new millennium, Ldtina looks at the past

•50 women who have defined the meaning of success We begin 

list with five extraordinary women who are toweling figures in their fields: 

Rita Moren? ignited the stage and screen with, her performances; Ileana 

Ros-Lehtinen won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives; Rosie

W-"
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we are standing on the

and many other women. Latina presents of

rhythm that reverberates throughout the world; and Dolores Huerta 

forced H p'/t du to th bargaining table. To borrow from one of uTiter 

Julia Alvarez's favorite Native American legends,

shoulders of these

we and future generatr.-iis of herrucmas can continue to build. 

A punto de comenza - un nuevo milenio, le echamos uiia mirada a! siglo
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qt/e termha y /tradetos Wmena/e a 50 mujeres que se han destacado 

e ’ d/ Are Aes campos. Estas hermards nos Henan de orgulld porque han 

ab’edo canmo para ias nuevas generaciones. Entre ellas, la actriz Rita 

A T-S'a. /a cormesrsta. reana Ros-Lehtinen, la teriista Rosie Casa's,' la 

cantade Cera Cruz y la smdicalista Dolores Huerta.
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SORI • First Hispanic 
1 in the U.S., 1920s
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CAROLINA HERRERA •
Venezuelan-born fasNon designer 
who became a maior player in the 

W Y PINO DE 
•st Latina elected to a 
ire (New Mexico), 1936. 
tina electa a un cuerpo 
atal.

\NER • Cuban-born 
vas one of the first 
>e Broadway stage 
). 1920s to 1950s. 
nera en Broadway.

CHITA RIVERA "An 

electric performer. 

One of a dying 

breed who can 
never be replaced 

for her profession­

alism and sWB." 

—Rita Moreno

LINDA CHAVEZ- 
THOMPSON • Highest-ranking 
woman in the labor movement; first 
Latino on the AFL-CIO executive 
board, 1995.
La mujer de mas alto range en el 
movimiento sindical,
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DEL RIO • Famed 
lollywood and Mexico, 
)30s.

GLORIA ESTEFAN "She’s achieved 

what no other Latino artist had before, 

and now she's leaving doors open 

for others to follow." —Shakira

biology of tumors. 1965. 
investigadora biokjgica.

LUPE ANGUIANO • Helped 
develop the Bilingual Education Act 
while at the U.S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, 
1960s to 1970s.
Elaborb la ley de educacibn bilingue 
durante sus arios en Washington.

MIRIAM COLON • Actress and

American theater, 1960s to 1990s. 
La dramaturga mas reconocida del 
teatro contemporaneo.

JOAN BAEZ • Mexican American

ANTONIA 
} PANTOJA • 

Puerto Rican 
educator, social 
worker, civic 
leader, and 
founder of
Aspira, 1950s 
to 1980s.
Educadora, tra- 

lidar civica y fun- 

a.

fashion world, 1980s.
Diseriaaora de modas de prestao 
intArr'ar-'iz-.rt*il ■’

Traveling Theater. 1960s to 1990s. 
Actriz y fundadora del Teatro 
Ftodante Puertorriquerio.

n actress who brought MARIA IRENE FORNES • The 
inity to any role she
s to the 1980s.
3 tnunfd con lalento y 
ambiarse ei nombre.

| LA LUPE • The 

fiery Cuban
singer, 1950s to 

1960s. 
'antante cubana.

internacional.

GRACIELA ITURBIDE . Mexican 
photographer and activist famous 
for documenting the lives of her 
people, 1980s.
Fotdgrafa y activista.

MARY RODAS • At age 14, she 
was the youngest corporate execu­
tive ever (Catco Toy Co.), 1980s. 
La ejecutiva empresanal mas joven. 

CECILIA PRECIADO DE BURCIAGA 
• Dean of Graduate Studies at 
Stanford University and top-ranked 
Latina in higher education, 1985. 
Decana y una lider en el mundo

iNARDINO • Domini- 
io helped gain equal 
for women in the UN 
ovenant of Human 
Rights, 1945.

Dipiomatica 
domin<cana.

.s

basketball player (the WNBA) and first J 
Latina Olympic gold medalist. 1996. 

profesional y ganadora olimpica.
JENNIFER LOPEZ • The mghesf- - | L 

paid Lat/na actress ever, 199(W ' /

La rrmz ama mejor cagaoa jg 4: 

histoha del ana norteam

CAROLYN CURIEL • Cu
US. ambassador to

MBBIUB Wr

singer-songwriter-social activist; 
only Latina to perform at 
Woodstock, 1969. 

, oero so ;magen nos Cantante y activista politica.

GILDA CRUZ-ROMO. First 
Latina lead soprano at the 
Metropolitan Opera, 1970. 
Primera latina soprano principal an 
el Metropolitan Opera.

ROMANA ACOSTA BANUELOS 
• U.S. treasurer and the first Latino 
to hold a cabinet office. 1971. 
Secretaria del Tesoro y primer latino 
mlembro del Gabinete.

CARMEN ZAPATA • Mexican 
American actress, director, and 
founder of the Bilingual Foundation 
of the Arts, 1970s to 1980s. 
Actriz, directora y fundadora de la 
Fundacidn Bilingue de las Artes.

SONIA MANZANO . Emmy 
Award-winning actress and TV 
writer; Maria on Sesame Street, 
1970s to 1990s.
Gaiardonada actriz y guio- 
nista de television.

TANIA J. LEON • Cuban- 
born composer and 
conductor, and the first 
Latino music director of a
Broadway hit musical (The 
Wiz), 1978.

ELLEN OCHOA • Mexican 
American engineer who became 
the first Latina astronaut, 1990. 
La primera astronauts latina. 

LINDA ALVARADO • The first 
and only Latino owner of a major-

she represents Mexico... 

her spirit was indestruc­

tible." —Salma Hayek

commercial success in the
U.S., 1980s to 1990s. 
Primera escritora latinoamericana 
en alcanzar Sxito en E E.U.U.

DOLORES SANCHEZ • Publisher 
and first Latina to own a newspaper 
chain in the U.S., 1980s to 1990s. 
Pnmera latina dueria de una cadena 
de periddicos.

ANTONIA NOVELLO
A Puerto Rican doctor 
who was the first 
woman and the first 
Latina appointed U.S. 

surgeon general, 1989. 
La primera mujer en ser 
nombrada cirujana 
general del pais.

ISABEL ALLENDE. First 
latinoamericana writer to 
achieve continuous critical and

RUTH BEHAR • 
Anthropologist, teacher, 
and MacArthur Founda­
tion “genius award” 
recipient, 1988. 
Gaiardonada antrocblo- 

ga. esentora y profesora 
ludia-cubana.

CLARISSA PINKOLA 
ESTES • First Latina 
author to make the 
New York Times 
best-seller list, 1992. 
Primera latina en la 
lista best seller.

SANDRA CISNEROS • The first 
Latina writer to receive the 
MacArthur Foundation “genius 
award," 1995.
La primera esentora latina en recibir 
este importante galardbn.

REBECCA LOBO • Professional

franchise (Colorado Rockies), 1991. 
La primera y iinica latina dueria de 
un equipo de las grandes ligas. 

SANDRA ORTIZ-DEL VAI I F
• The first female professional­
basketball referee, 1991.
La pnmera mujer refen' de la liga 
de baloncesto profesional.

GIGI FERNANDEZ • Top-rated 
doubles tennis player who won a 
gold medal at the Barcelona 
Olympic Games. 1992. 
Una de las tenistas de mas alto 
ranking y campeona olimpipa. 

juua Alvarez. Dominican 
American author who vividly 
depicts the Latino experience 
in the U.S., 1990s.
Una de las mas sobresalientes 
escritoras latlnas.

SELENA QUINTANILLA PEREZ
• Legendary Tejana singer whose 

success and tragic death helped
begin the explosive 
crossover of Latino 
entertainers, 1990s. 
Su metebrica Carrera 

y tragica muerte 
lanzaron la explosion 
musical latina de los 
ultimos arios.
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y conservative estimate, at least 200 people witnessed the murder of Shtjefen Lam- 
thi in Shkoder, the northernmost city of Albania, early on the afternoon of Aug. 3,

Kalashnikov assault rifle, shot him 21

poorest land iri tumped hee^arket economy, on strong evtdence of thts assessment. And yer from my 
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he Curse 
, Of Blood and 
engeance

weighted down with plastic bags filled with his day’s purchases. Just in front of a 
 ;__sk at the northwest corner of Rus Square, a burly man who looked to be in his 

mid-30’s suddenly stepped into Lamthi’s path, brought up a Kalashnikov assault rifle, shot him 21 
times and walked away. None of the witnesses came forward to identify the killer. Instead, a wall ot 
silenceimmediately descended. Today, 16 months later, Lamthi’s murder remains officially un-

SXof 3.5 million, rucked singularly rwen by centunes-old erhnic and religious ha- 

between the former Yugoslavia and Greece on the Adriat- treds — that these are people, or better, groups of people,

solved, despite the fact that almost everyone knows ex­
actly who killed him. A strange event, but not in Albania.

Albania was largely forgotten during the war in Bosnia, turally focused their greatest 

and only talked of indirectly during the war in Kosovo, as 
those driven out of the province by the Serbs were of Al-

who simply can’t live together.
“Ethnic cleansing” and concentration camps are 

... . . r r

own travels through the Balkans over the past two dec­
ades, I’ve never found that explanation wholly convinc­
ing. How, for example, to reconcile the “centuries of

Sarajevo and Belgrade? How to account for the high de-

Fike the Muslims and Orthodox Christians? What to 

make of a man like Radovan Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb

What is it about the Balkans that so defeats all efforts to 
calm them? In searching for an answer, observers have na- 

: 2 .LA o t attention on the succession of 
conflicts that have tom apart the former Yugoslavia. And in 
so doing, they have tended to conclude that the Balkans are

4 ■ 1
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ic coast, was high among the concerns for the Balkans at 
the beginning of this decade. Intent on transforming the

building a democracy atop the ashes of one of the world s 

most repressive Communist dictatorships. Western na­
tions poured untold millions in aid into Albania in the 

( J - - ---------------------------- . „
it all blew apart. Today, Albania is an economic ruin, its

murders like that of Shtjefen Lamthi makes it one of the 

deadliest “at peace” nations on earth.

rearing reprisal. Lake remains “locked" in his apartment.
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1998. The 43-year-old farmer was walking south along Zyhdi Lahi Street, one of 
the main thoroughfares ot the Rus marketplace in downtown Shkoder, his hands 
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small tobacco kiosk at the northwest
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'engeance
In remote northern Albania, communal life is governec 
by ancient codes of honor unchanged by modern notioi 
rights or the rule of law. That's why Shtjefen Lamthi w< 
gunned down in broad daylight — and why his killer's 1 
will probably get theirs, too, someday.

By Scott Anderson
Photographs by Paolo Pellegrin
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N A DIFFERENT PART OF EUROPE, SHKODER WOULD BE A 
tourist resort. A city of some 80,000 in nonhemmost Alba­
nia, it spreads gracefully over the plains beside Lake Shkoder, 
surrounded on all sides by rugged mountains. On its south­
ern edge, a great medieval castle overlooks the confluence of

the Kiri and Drin Rivers, the country beyond giving over to wheat 
fields and forest. Rather than a tourist resort, though, Shkoder today is 
pretty much a ruin, its lake thoroughly polluted, most of its old fac­
tories crumbled to dust, the rows of drab high-rise apanments on its 
outskirts seemingly ready to follow suit. Most of all, Shkoder suffers 
under the reputation of being one of the most dangerous places in a 

very dangerous country.

%

'<‘11

Scott Anderson has written for the magazine about Sarajevo and Chechnya. 
He is the author most recently of “The Man Who Tried to Save the World. ”

Testament to the level of violence in Shkoder is that the junior pros­
ecutor assigned to solving Shtjefen Lamthi’s murder has trouble re­
calling much about the crime. At the moment, he is juggling some 
two dozen criminal cases, almost all of them murders, and the killing 
of Lamthi in the summer of 1998 is basically ancient history to him, 
the details growing indistinct.

“It did have one unusual aspect,” he finally offered, when I sat and 
talked with him in a quiet cafe about 100 yards from where the killing 
took place. “To do it in public like that, with so many witnesses, that is not 
normal. It means the killer wanted to send a message.” As for what that 

message might be, the prosecutor was unwilling to even hazard a guess.
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leader whose genocidal pogroms against Muslims have earned him an 
indictment for war crimes, but who once routinely treated Muslim 
patients in his psychiatric practice and, by all accounts, got along with 
them very well? And how does this theory explain Albania, a comer 
of the Balkans that, despite its mix of Christians and Muslims, is rel­
atively free of ethnic or religious tensions, but where people still die 
violently in appalling numbers?

I have come to believe that a key ingredient of the Balkan poison — 
perhaps the key ingredient — is a different kind of schism, one that 
largely disappeared from the rest of Europe a half-century ago: that be­
tween urban and rural, between village and city. In contrast to all but the 
most isolated pockets elsewhere in Europe, the gulf of experience be­
tween the city and the village in the Balkans represents an awful chasm. 
The cities of Sarajevo and Belgrade are — or were, until only yesterday — 
emblems of European sophistication and cultural fusion. The typical Bal­
kan village, on the other hand, has always been a hard and pitiless place, 
one where ancient feuds are nursed and passed on for generations, where 
change and outside influence is deeply mistrusted. What’s more, so in­
grained is the Balkan village's medieval code of honor and loyalty — and 
this is true for Muslim and Christian villages alike — that even many of 
those who have escaped its grip and become city dwellers seem to return 
to its thrall in moments of crisis.

This was true, I think, of Radovan Karadzic, a university-educated 
psychiatrist — a Modern Man — who grew up in a tiny mountain ham­
let so grim and remote that it essentially consisted of his own extended 
family. Only slightly larger was the home village of Karadzic’s military 
commander — and fellow indicted war criminal — Gen. Ratko Mladic. 
Indeed, when looking at the backgrounds of those most responsible for 
the Balkan slaughters of this decade, including both Serbia’s Slobodan 

Milosevic and Croatia’s Franjo Tudjman, who died earlier this month, 
you can't help noticing that all of them came from villages or small 
towns. When crisis came — and the economic stagnation and political 
fracturing that befell Yugoslavia in the 1980’s was surely a crisis — it 
was to the primitive laws and passions of the village that these men re­
verted.

This past autumn, I set out to explore the nature of the Balkan village 
— its codes and violent means of enforcing them. I chose to avoid the 
recognized battlefields of Bosnia and Kosovo and to journey instead to 
a corner of the Balkans that is officially at peace, but where the ancient 
ethos of the village has now resurfaced to deadly effect: nonhern Alba­
nia. The story of how Shtjefen Larnthi came to die in the streets of 
Shkoder, of who killed him and why, affords a glimpse into a world 
where old offenses are never forgotten, where no easy mechanism ex­
ists to break a murderous cycle of vengeance.
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LBANIA HAS NEVER REGISTERED VERY HIGH IN THE 
average American’s consciousness — and for good rea­
son. For 40 years following the end of the Second 
World War, the small mountainous country was her­
metically sealed from the outside world by its Com­

munist strongman, Enver Hoxha, its inhabitants existing in an isolation 
rivaled by only that of North Korea. What news did filter out tended to 
fit neatly into the “News of the Weird” column: the hundreds of thou­
sands of tiny concrete bunkers — “Hoxha's mushrooms” — being built 
to repel some phantom foreign invasion; the fact that in the entire coun­
try there were only 700 television sets and 400 cars, all in the hands of the 
sure. With the end of Communism, the world saw fleeting images, but 
they still tended to be odd and decidedly un-European: impoverished Al­
banians crammed shoulder to shoulder on rusting freighters pulling up 
on Italian beaches in the early 1990’s, gunmen and looters taking to the 
streets in 1997 after vast pyramid schemes had bankrupted the economy.

For such a small country — roughly the size of Maryland — Albania 
has very large problems. Along with being the poorest nation in Eu­
rope, it suffers the highest infant mortality rate and the lowest life ex­
pectancy. With virtually all its Communist-era factories in ruins, it has 
an unemployment rate well over 30 percent. It is also an environmental 
disaster zone, without a single waste-treatment plant in operation, and 
with huge tracts of the countryside now little more than toxic waste 
sites as a result of Hoxha’s reliance on heavy industry.

Two years ago, both the national economy and the government col­
lapsed, and looting was rampant. A special target of the looters was the 
police and army arsenals conveniently located outside nearly every 
town, so that Albania was suddenly awash in high-powered weaponry. 
Ever since, the central government in the capital, Tirana, has struggled 
to re-establish its legitimacy and some semblance of order.

While that campaign has had some success in Tirana, it has had little in 
the countryside. With whole towns controlled by heavily-armed smug­
gling mafias or mini-warlords, and ambushes frequent, travelers race to 
be off the roads before nightfall. In the northern district of Tropoje, sev­
eral relief workers have been murdered by bandits, and the humanitarian 
organization, Doctors Without Borders, has had so many of its vehicles 
stolen that it has won the local nickname Doctors Without Cars.

The rise of organized and semiorganized crime is not the whole story, 
however. In fact, it has served to mask a deeper, darker truth about Alba- 

On at least two points, there is no dispute: the end of Shtjefen Lamthi nia. Communism never actually modernized Albania, but merely put the 
came very quickly and was very ugly. Before Lamthi had time to react, old ways, the village ways, in a kind of deep freeze — much as Tito did in 
he was felled by several shots to the chest; his attacker then stood over Yugoslavia following World War II. The collapse of the state and the na- 
him on the sidewalk and emptied the 30-bullet Kalashnikov clip into his tional economy has led many Albanians to once again openly embrace 
body. When the firing finally stopped, the killer calmly slipped the as- the traditional laws and loyalties of the village. These are spelled out in
sault rifle into a plastic bag and went on his way. the kanun (pronounced ka-NOON), a book of rules and oaths. By the

Brazen even by the standards of Shkoder, the murder in Rus Square dictates of the kanun — there are actually several versions, most of
seemed to underscore just how deeply a climate of mayhem had taken which came into being centuries ago — one’s primary allegiance is to
hold in Albania, and how little Shtjefen’s killer had to worry about con- clan and community, not to the state. In accordance with this allegiance.

5^5

Mr * *

- t

sequences. When the police arrived at the murder scene, they simply 
loaded his body for the trip to the morgue, not even bothering to ques­

tion any potential eyewitnesses to the attack. A young girl who had 
been wounded in the fusillade of bullets was taken home rather than to 
a hospital, her parents apparently wanting no association with the 
event. Even Shtjefen’s brothers, who had accompanied him into Shko­

der that day, were tight-lipped. When they came to the morgue to col­
lect his body, they professed to have absolutely no idea who might want 
their brother dead.

“That’s how it works in Albania,” the junior prosecutor said that af­
ternoon in the cafe. “No one talks.”
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taking revenge in order to defend the honor of one’s 
family is not only permissible but also a sacred duty. Of 

course, unlike medieval times, now that duty can be ear­
ned out with modern weaponry like assault rifles.

The most enduring of the kanuns, and also the most 
severe, was that formulated by a 15th-century nobleman 
named Leke Dukagjini. For centuries, the horrifically 
bloody vendettas sparked by his kanun in the northern 

mountains of Albania was the stuff of Balkan legend, 
until the practice was largely stamped out during the 

country’s Communist era. Now, with the flood of 
weapons into the streets following the 1997 crisis, his 
edicts have been resurrected to deadly effect, claiming 
lives all across Albania.

Dukagjini’s base of power was a narrow rugged valley 
in northern Albania that now bears his name; not coinci­
dentally, the Dukagjin Valley was also the original home 
of Shtjefen Lamthi and of the man who killed him. That 

man’s name is Leka Rrushkadoli, and on Aug. 3, 1998, he 
stalked Shtjefen through the Rus marketplace to take re­
venge for an incident that had occurred 13 years earlier in 
their home village, Thethi, 50 miles northeast of Shkoder. 
That incident began with an ovenumed dinner table. But 
in murdering Shtjefen Lamthi, Leka Rrushkadoli had set 
into motion one of the trickier tenets of the Dukagjini 
kanun. By atoning one blood debt he had given birth to a 

new one. Now it was his family’s turn to be hunted, the 
Lamthi family’s turn to take vengeance.

ESTLED IN THE UPPERMOST REACHES 
of the Dukagjin region, the vale of The­
thi is imbued with a mournful kind of 
beauty, its spectacular setting tinged 
with a claustrophobic, end-of-the earth

feel. Closed on all sides by sheer limestone cliffs of sev­

eral thousand feet and cut through by a glacial blue river, 
its 500 or 600 inhabitants —mostly subsistence farmers 
and shepherds — receive only a few hours of sunlight a 
day, and for centuries their only way out was the narrow 
river gorge cutting south into the rest of the Dukagjin 
Valley. Today, a rugged and rarely used dirt track leads 
over the mountains to connect Thethi with Shkoder, 
three hours away.

So isolated and poor was the Dukagjin that the Is­
lamic Ottomans who ruled Albania for 400 years barely 
bothered with it. As a result its inhabitants, mostly 
Catholic, lived out an existence little changed from me­
dieval times. And rather than submit to any concepts of 

Ottoman or Western law, they continued to govern 
themselves according to the Dukagjini kanun.

At the south end of the Thethi vale is a reminder of the 
kanun’s power, a three-story stone tower known as a 
kula. In old times, the males of a family involved in a 
blood feud would gather in a kula to await a peace settle­

ment or to learn the terms of the vendetta, a wait that 
could last months or even years. Testament to the 
frequency of such feuds is that at one time nearly every 
Dukagjini family had a kula. While today most of the ku- 
las are gone, the mentality that they represent is not.

At the northern end of the valley, a narrow path leads



I saw Shtjefen first, so he paid.'

just waiting for the peace to be done or. ... ” He glanced down the tion into a Red beacon, Hoxha immediately set about crushing anyone or

even go outside their houses.” Despite a life that amounts to a form dered the killers to be buried alive in the coffins of their victims, 
of captivity, one in which death may be just around the corner, he has Not surprisingly, overt adherence to the kanun all but disappeared in 

no anger toward Leka. “Leka had to do it to restore the family hon- the Dukagjin during the long Communist era. But the kanun was not 
or,” he said. “He had no choice.” eradicated. It survived quietly, beneath the Communist state, and it was

More than a mere set of laws, the kanun of Leke Dukagjini is a metic- a collision of these two forces — the laws of the village and those of the

exacting — and the most exotic. At its core, the kanun is all about de- who can slide from macho joviality to offended rage in a flash — and on 
.. ® 1 «• I 1 • ‘fl .1 _ J_ T_ * D_ L.J ~ Ia-.t Ac CTt in UlC rlinol/

seven sheep, two pigs. That is all. I swear to you, that is all. That is what
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brother, Preka Lamthi, his wife, and their three daughters and two sons. 
Preka Lamthi, 52, has the unmistakable air of a mean drunk, the sort

respectable way to do that is to kill the killer. Of course, once this is done, “When the Communists came to Thethi,” he said slowly, in broken Eng- 
means the other family is in disgrace and needs to take its blood back. lish, “I was the first person they asked to join the party. I didn’t have to
If it sounds like a recipe for slaughter, it gets worse. Since the kanun join. It was not required.” He broke into a mirthless grin. “I joined.”

state — that ultimately set the Lamthis and Rrushkadolis of Thethi at 

war with each other.

For the next hour, Leka matter-of-factly 
explained why he killed Shtjefen Lamthi.'By the 
kanun, any of the Lamthis were equal, just 
so long as one of them paid.

In some villages, certain crimes were judged so heinous that they man­
dated a 2-for-l or even 3-for-l payback. A result was bloods that ranged 
over entire regions and for generations — the longest reportedly lasted 
240 years — and left scores dead. They also had a devastating economic 
impact. Since a home could never be invaded in order to carry out a 
blood, the males of an entire extended family on the wrong side of a 
feud could spend years “locked” inside their houses or kulas.

It was not until the rise of Enver Hoxha and his particularly vicious 
brand of Communism in 1945 that the cycle of vendetta in nonhem Al­
bania began to be broken. In his fanatical pursuit of transforming the na-

can, at times, be elusive. If, for example, a neighbor’s pig is marauding farmland, remarkable only for the rounded tops of a half-dozen old
vour property, it can be killed so long as it is not wearing a verze, or re- bunkers of the Hoxha era rising out of the earth. Just beyond is a decrep-
straining collar; if it is wearing a verze — which presumably should it, three-room farmhouse held together with wood scraps and plastic
have kept it from wandering off in the first place — and you kill it, the sheeting. For eight years, this has been home to Shtjefen Lamthi’s older

serving Hoxha gave me.”
In the collective memory of his people, Enver Hoxha lives on as a

over open fields to three stone houses. One belongs to Leka Rrushka- 
doli, the killer of Shtjefen Lamthi. Since the murder, his house has sat 
empty. Just up the slope from Leka’s house is that of his 35-year-old 

cousin, Martin. Martin and I sat on his stone terrace one afternoon, eat­
ing olives and sipping raki, the homemade Albanian version of grappa, as 
his half-naked children scrambled about in the warm sunshine. But ev­
ery few moments Martin turned to glance down the path. Caught in the 

act, he gave an embarrassed smile.
“Even sitting here,” he explained, “sometimes it makes me ner­

vous.” He grabbed the arm of his youngest child, a 3-year-old boy. 

“Even this one, he has to worry, be­
cause after all this time we still don’t 
know the terms of the blood.”

Since the murder in Rus Square, Mar­
tin and all the other males of the ex­
tended Rrushkadoli family — some 50 
just in the Thethi environs — have been
“locked,” confined to their houses as
they wait for the Lamthi’s to take their
revenge. In that time, Manin has barely
left his tiny patch of land; when he
does, he always carries his Kalashnikov
assault rifle with him. “We are all afraid.

lish, “I was the first person they asked to join the party. I didn’t have to 
T ' — L« I 6 * T ■ Z-A. M '

In the next instant, the grin was gone, replaced by anger. “And what 
do I have for my years of service?” he sneered. “This place. One cow.

ulous blueprint governing all aspects of communal life, with rules set in
place for everything from how to bury the dead and conduct a proper

wedding to what happens when one person’s bee swarm ventures onto
another’s property. Even in the settlement of simple disputes, the logic SIX MILES NORTH OF SHKODER IS A GRIM PATCH OF WIND-SWEPT

path again. “Well, if they come for me and I kill them first, then I am

free. By the kanun, they can’t come for me a second time.” „ .
Taking in the limited view from the terrace — a few fields and then lage elders subsumed by party commissars. For those caught in posses-

the enclosing wall of cliffs — I tried to imagine what it would be like sion of a book of kanun, the sentence could be years of hard labor tn the
to stare at that, and little else, for more than a year. When I brought prison camps and the banishment of their families to the opposite end of
this up with Martin, he seemed puzzled. “It’s dull,” he finally man- the country. An especially ghoulish end was said to await those found
aged, “but I am luckier than most. My relatives in Shkoder, they can’t guilty of committing a blood killing; according to folklore, Hoxha or-

anything he deemed counterrevolutionary — and he took special aim at 
the kanun. In the Dukagjin, the kulas were razed and the authority of vil- 

sion of a book of kanun, the sentence could be years of hard labor in the

the country. An especially ghoulish end was said to await those found

the day I visited, Preka had been drinking a lot. As we sat in his dingy

shot glasses he had set before us.
He began with a rambling, 15-minute disquisition on the evils of Com-

u» a uviiui, u.g ..AzouMg -    — D. , ■, munism, the horrors inflicted on Albania during Hoxha’s rule. Then he
“owned” by the killer, until they “take their blood back” — and the most suddenly stopped, raised his raki^glass and waited until I raisedjnine. 

r __r  z ,
it means the other family is in disgrace and needs to take its blood back.

i______ : . ' „ . „
of Leke Dukagjini was not written down until the beginning of this
century, its precepts were passed down orally — which meant they mu­
tated. In the original edicts, for example, only the actual murderer was
targeted in a “blood,” or a kanun-sanctioned vendetta, but those pa­
rameters gradually expanded over time to include all his male relatives.

pig’s owner has to be compensated.
But it is in the area of criminal law where matters become the most

fending one’s honor, since “a man who is dishonored is considered -------- , -----------,------------- , r f , £.,. , r
dead.” While lesser offenses to one’s honor can be settled through living room, he brought out a bottle of homemade raki and tilled the 

apologies or gift-giving, higher offenses mandate the taking of blood.
By the dictates of the kanun, a murder is the ultimate affront to a fam­

ily’s honor, the family existing in a limbo state of disgrace, essentially
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sess radios or televisions, mostly the party elite, were constantly 
watched by the secret police; those found to have rigged homemade 
aerials to pick up transmissions from nearby Italy were sent to the gu­
lags. In the 1970’s, even as the horse-drawn cart remained the chief 

source of transportation in his impoverished nation, the Great Leader 
embarked on a fantastically expensive project to ring Albania with his 
reinforced concrete bunkers, not stopping until some half-million of 
his “mushrooms” dotted the landscape. Perhaps most crucially of all, 
his rigid control of internal migration ensured that Albania remained a 
largely village society.

But of course, there is really no such thing as one-man rule; like des­
pots everywhere, Hoxha sat atop a great pyramid of capos, each level of 
the pyramid lording its power over those below and at the mercy of 
those above. In the village of Thethi, Hoxha’s man was Preka Lamthi.

First recruited into the partyeas a teenager in the 1960’s, Preka 
steadily rose through the ranks until he was named the secretary gen­
eral for the Thethi region in the late 1970’s. As such, he was one of the 
most powerful men in the Dukagjin, with virtual life-and-death con­
trol over everyone else. To the Rrushkadoli family, a clear sign of Pre- 
ka’s omnipotence was what occurred inside his house on the night of 

Jan. 13, 1985.
Both the Lamthi and Rrushkadoli clans had been in the Thethi area 

for centuries — in fact, given the degree of intermarriage over the years, 
it was difficult to determine where one family ended and the other be­
gan — and one of Preka’s closest friends since childhood was a neigh­
bor named Noue Rrushkadoli. As men, and as fellow members of the 

Communist Party, the two frequently got together in the evenings to 
socialize, which usually meant playing cards over glasses of raki. So was 
the plan on the night of Jan. 13,1985, when Noue dropped by the Lam­
thi house in Thethi; already gathered in the living room was Preka, his 
younger brother, Shtjefen, and two or three other men. While accounts 
differ on specifics, all agree that a lot of drinking ensued.

“For a time,” Preka recalled, “everything was fine, all having a good 
time. But then Noue lost his temper over something — and he had a 
bad temper when drinking.”

According to Preka, the argument culminated in Noue's overturn­

malignant ghost. From the end of World War II until his death, in 
1985, he ruled Albania with all the capricious cruelty of a Stalin, 
combined with the paranoid xenophobia of North Korea’s Kim II 

Sung. For the slightest sign of disobedience to the Great Leader, an 
Albanian could be denounced as an enemy of the state and sent to 

one of the country’s myriad prison camps; given the all pervasive se­
curity apparatus and the handing out of medals to schoolchildren 
who detected subversive tendencies in their parents, Hoxha was as­
sured a steady supply of victims.

Maintaining this “workers’ paradise” required constant vigilance 
against all taint from the outside. The few Albanians allowed to pos-

/

Well, all of us who are 
related to Leka have guns in our houses, of 

course, but maybe we also have them 
buried in the fields for when we are working.... 

The situation in Thethi today requires it/

ing the dining-room table, one of the gravest insults that can be com­
mitted in an Albanian home. When Preka ordered him from the 
house, Noue instead went for his knife, stabbing Shtjefen six times 
before being overpowered. Then, either there in the living room or in 
the corridor leading to the front door, someone stabbed Noue once in 
the chest. The blow hit his heart and he fell dead.

“It was all a stupid, tragic thing," Preka says, “because Noue was a 
good friend of mine. But you have to say he brought his end on him­
self by taking up the knife.”

The authorities agreed. At an official inquest into the incident, a tri­
bunal ruled that whoever struck the death blow — it was never deter­

mined which of the men in the room stabbed 
Noue — had acted in self-defense, and the case 
was dropped.

Dropped but not forgotten. To Noue Rrush- 
kadoli’s two teenage sons, Leka and Angelo, 
then 19 and 16 respectively, Preka Lamthi had 
escaped justice because of his high position in 
the Communist Party. Even more to the point, 
he had violated one of the most solemn cov­
enants of the kanun.

“The house of the Albanian belongs to God 
and the guest” reads the kanun of Dukagjini, and 
so sacred is this notion of hospitality that a 
homeowner is expected to lay down his life for 

it. For the woman of the house, says the kanun, churlish behavior to­
ward a guest deserves the same punishment as adultery: a cut locket of 
hair for a first offense, a bullet in the back for a second. There have even 
been cases of killers finding protection in the homes of their victims, 
for, as the kanun states, “If a guest enters your house, even though he 
may be in blood with you, you must say to him. Welcome!’ ”

While Preka Lamthi had clearly failed to maintain these high stand­
ards, to Noue Rrushkadoli’s two sons that wasn’t the half of it. By offi­
ciating over the death of their father inside the Lamthi house, Preka had 
committed a crime explicitly listed in Chapter 157 of the kanun as man­
dating the “fire-torch and ax” punishments: “If someone commits these 
crimes, he is executed by the village, his family is fined, his house is 
burned, his trees are cut down, his garden and vineyards are destroyed, 
and his survivors are expelled from the country with their belongings.”

If the Rrushkadoli brothers couldn’t restore their family’s honor so 
long as Preka was the Communist Party boss in Thethi, they were 
willing to wait.

In 1988, with Hoxha dead three years and the Communist appara­
tus in Albania disintegrating, Leka made his first strike. Ambushing 
Preka in a Thethi lane, he managed to stab him several times before 
being pulled away. According to Preka, it was his first indication that 
the Rrushkadoli boys considered themselves “in blood” with him.

“And that is not the way of the kanun,” he told me. “You must in­
form the other side immediately that a blood exists. I had gone to 
their father’s funeral, I had shaken their hands, so to attack me years 
later, this was a violation of the kanun.”

Not seriously injured in the attack, Preka declined to press charges 
against Leka. For the next several years the two families maintained a 
wary vigil — even as the society around them came apart at the seams. 

When Communism finally collapsed in 1991, it was as if Albania 
had awakened from a 46-year slumber. For the first time, Albanians 
saw both the cruel hoax they had lived in Hoxha’s “paradise,” and the 
comparatively fantastic wealth of their capitalist neighbors. Almost 
overnight, the face of the country changed. Tens of thousands of 
young men streamed for the borders, becoming the new “guest la­
bor” of the continent, while mountain villagers who had been barred
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from moving in Hoxha’s day poured down into Tira­
na and the coastal towns. With land ownership and 
free enterprise having been banned for nearly a half- 
century, everywhere a mad scramble was on to stake a 
claim or start a business.

Amid the tumult, backwaters like Thethi quickly 
emptied out — and among the first to leave that iso­
lated village was the Lamthi family. By late 1992, near­
ly all the extended clan, including Preka and his five 
brothers, had gone over the mountains to resettle on 
the wind-swept plains north of Shkoder.

If no longer enjoying the relative privilege they had 
known with Preka as party boss in Thethi, the six 
Lamthi brothers were at least able to get by on their 
Shkoder farmsteads. Gradually, with the Albanian 
economy coming to life under a succession of nomi­
nally democratic governments, they could even afford 
a few simple pleasures: radios, televisions, a battered 
old Mercedes for running errands into town. As for 
the old blood feud with the Rrushkadolis, most of the 

brothers barely gave it a thought.
“We would watch if someone approached the 

house,” Preka said, “maybe look around a bit when we 
went into town, but nothing more than that. It was a 
new time, so those things were over.”

Life slowly improved for the Rrushkadoli boys, too. 
In 1996, they also abandoned Thethi, moving together 
into a small apartment on a back street of Shkoder. If 
the living quarters were cramped — both Leka and 
Angelo were now married — they were earning 
enough from short-term jobs to keep things together 
and at least imagine a better future. The feud with the 
Lamthis, now living six miles away, seemed all but for­

gotten to Leka and Angelo as well.
For all, the brighter future ended very abruptly in 

early 1997, when Albania was felled by one of the 
most outlandish financial swindles the world has ever 

seen.
By the mid-1990’s, so-called investment banks had 

begun popping up in Albania and promising remark­
able returns on client’s deposits, often 200 percent to 
300 percent annually. With little understanding of 
how capitalism actually worked, and with the Albani­
an government doing little to monitor the banks, Al­
banians began selling everything they had to cash in 
on the gold rush. As the deposits grew, so did the 
competition among the “banks”; by late 1996, several 
were advertising returns of 40 percent per month.

In truth, the investment opportunities were nothing 
more than pyramid schemes, and when they started to 

collapse in February 1997, Albania exploded into vio­
lence. The riots seemed to release a collective rage that 

had been held back since Hoxha’s time, and the mobs 
turned their wrath on any symbol of authority they 
could find: police barracks, town halls, even the old 

state-run factories. They also turned their attention to 
the weapons arsenals that Hoxha had built outside al­

most every town. By the time the government was 
brought down and more than 6,000 mostly Italian 
peacekeeping troops arrived in April of that year, Alba­
nia had been transformed into Continued on Page 44
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LLESH PRELA CLEARLY SUB- 
scribes to the best-defense- 
is-a-good-offense theory. 
A “cousin" of Leka Rrush- 
kadoli, in the elastic way 
that term is used in the Du- 
kagjin, the 71-year-old 
shepherd has made a num­
ber of preparations around 
his little stone house in the 
back reaches of Thethi 
should one of the Lamthis 
come calling. When asked 
what those preparations 
consist of, the elfin old 
man smiled mischievously. 

‘'Well,” he said through 
an interpreter, “all of us 
who are related to Leka 
have guns in our houses, of 
course, but maybe we also 
have them buried in the 
fields for when we are 

life, leaving them little in­
centive to ignore the “in 
blood” demands placed on 
them by the kanun for the 
murder of one of their own.

fixed his age at “about 80.” 
can barely bring himself to 
speak of it. “It is within 
one family,” he whispered 
with incredulity, “one set 
of cousins against another. 
This is something I’ve nev­
er heard of before, against 
everything in the kanun.”

This blood is such a dis­
grace and blot on Thethi’s 
reputation that the old man 
became fretful at the mere 
suggestion of my meeting 
the family. “But these peo­
ple are very low,” he said, 
“not worthy of being spo­
ken to. It could cause prob­
lems for you.” The impli­
cation was that my own 
status as a privileged guest 
in the valley would suffer 
should I pursue the matter. 

As a lifelong resident of 
the Dukagjin, Shyti has tre­
mendous experience with 
bloods; he estimated that, 
in this region of some 
13,000 inhabitants, there 

T

ty of the food. That's why our

ALBANIA
Continued From Page 3i 

a very scary place; there were 
now an estimated 650,000 
modern weapons, mostly 
Kalashnikov assault rifles, in 
the hands of people largely 
ungovemed, destitute and 
steeped in the notions of 
blood and vengeance.

One person that the col­
lapse deeply affected was 
Leka Rrushkadoli. Now 35 
and unemployed with a 
young son to care for, he 
seemed to remember sud­
denly his old blood feud 
from the Dukagjin. Buying 
a Kalashnikov assault rifle 
in the Shkoder market, he 
set out to find one of the 
Lamthi brothers. The first 
one to cross his path, on 
the early afternoon of Aug. 
3, 1998, was Shtjefen.

Of course, the 1997 crash 
had also profoundly altered 
the Lamthi family’s lot in 

working. Maybe some of 
us have grenades, even 
rocket launchers. The situ­
ation in Thethi today re­
quires it.”

For seven months after 
the killing of Shtjefen Lam­
thi, Llesh Prela never left 
his property. He now feels 
emboldened enough to 
venture a little farther 
afield, usually to visit with 
other Rrushkadoli relatives 
in Thethi who are similarly 
“locked.” With evident 
amusement he told of a 
cousin who lived in Canada 
for 10 years, but who re­
turned to Albania the pre­
vious summer.

“Bad luck,” he laughed, 
“because now he is locked, 
too.”

The Lamthi-Rrushkadoli 
blood feud is, in fact, just 
one of two currently taking 
place in Thethi. The other 
is so bizarre that Mark Shy­
ti, a wizened man who 

>1

have been at least 200 
blood killings in his life­
time. “Very many when I 
was young," he said, “then 
very few during the dicta­
torship. Now it has come 
back again, and new ones 
are staning all the time.”

As one of the elders of 
Thethi, Shyti is occasion­
ally called upon to mediate 
in local disputes and, with 
luck, forge a peaceful res­
olution. He also represents 
a vital bridge over the Hox- 
ha interregnum, drawing 
on his knowledge of earlier 
bloods to set precedents — 
and limits — for those oc­
curring now. Late into one 
night, we sat with half a 
dozen other men in the liv­
ing room of his son’s home 
as he described noteworthy 
bloods of the past and their 
legalistic peculiarities. The 
conversation eventually 
turned to a very recent in-

Continued on Page 34
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I have been several cases of Albanian emigres in die 
United States and Western Europe being killed as 

i a result of homeland feuds; there have also been 
I cases of emigres returning to Albania in order to 
| take revenge.
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] By coincidence, the headquarters of the All-Na- 
| tion Reconciliation Mission — a windowless sec- 
I ond-floor cubicle donated bv a local merchant — 
; is a mere 40 feet from the spot where Leka Rrush- 
I kadoii gunned down Shtjefen Lamthi. That blood 

| feud is one that Spahia and his mediators have been 
I trying sa end. Over the past year, the general secre- 
| tary has paid a number of visits to the Lamthis on 
| their farmsteads nonh of town, as well as to many 
| of the Rrushkadolis who are "locked” in Shkoder. 

‘Tm optimistic about ending this one,” Emin 
Spahia said, “because the Lamthis seem ready to 
negotiate. The big obstacle, though, is Leka. His 
relatives are still too nervous to arrange a meeting 
with him, and until we speak, it's very difficult to 
negotiate a peace.”

When I mentioned that I’d heard Leka was liv­
ing as a fugitive in the hills above Thethi. Spahia 
smiled. “Yes,” he said, “that is what families like 
to say in these situations, but it is possible that he 
is still here in Shkoder.”

That night an intermediarv with extensive con­
tacts m the '“locked” community of Shkoder led a 
rambling tour through the town’s deserted back 
streets. It turned out that Shkoder’s “locked" in­
habitants, estimated to number about 1,500, 
maintain an informal network among themselves; 
after knocking on the doors of half a dozen 
homes, and staring down the barrels of several 
guns, we were directed to an address near down­
town. After a brief discussion with a woman at the 
building’s entrance, we were told to come back in 
the morning, that someone who might know Le- 
ka’s whereabouts would meet with us.

THE METAL DOOR OPENED A FEW INCHES, AND A 
heavily-built man quickly looked me up and 
down. I noticed he had worried eyes and was very 
pale. After a moment, he pushed the door open 
and ushered me inside, into a tiny living room 
adorned with old family photographs and Catho­
lic icons. As we sat, the man continued to study 
me, seeming both timid and wary. T am Leka," he 
said finally.

A few minutes later, we were joined by Angelo, 
Leka’s younger brother. He, too, was very pale, 
but he had used his 14 months of house imprison­
ment to learn rudimentary English from a text­
book.

For the next hour, Leka matter-of-factly ex­
plained why he killed Shtjefen Lamthi, starting 
with how his father came to die in Preka’s house 
13 years before. Interestingly, his account of that 
first death differed very little from Preka’s, and he 
readily acknowledged that his father had escalated 
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the argument bv going for his knife. When I sug­
gested that this act made his father more culpable 
in the tragedy; and the Lamthis less so, Leka sim­
ply shrugged.

‘That doesn t matter in the kanun," he replied. 
“By the kanun, the very worst crime is to kill 
someone inside your house, no matter the cir­
cumstances or how it started.”

"That’s right,” Angelo chimed in. “For this, the 
Lamthis should have left Thethi. By the kanun, 
Preka should have been executed, his house de­
stroyed and all his family made to leave the valley 
and never show their faces again.”

Leka nodded. “But we didn’t ask for that. All 
we wanted was for Preka to come to us and ask 
for our forgiveness. But he was the big party 
boss for the district, he knew’ he couldn't be 
touched, so he treated it like nothing. For 13 
years we waited for him to come to us, and fi­
nally I could not wait any longer.”

Throughout the brothers’ rale ran a deep cur­
rent of animosity for Preka. For Shtjefen, on the 
other hand, there seemed no rancor and even a 
measure of sympathy; after all, both Leka and 
Angela recognized that he was the first victim in
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LATER, WHEN I TOLD EMIN SPAHIA 
of my meeting with Leka, he was 
pleased. “This means he is trusting 
now,” Spahia said, “maybe even a 
bit desperate for it all to end. I’m 
very confident that we will have a 
peace here very soon.”

He may be right, but I can’t say I 
share his confidence. I remember 
sitting across from Preka Lamthi, 
his look of feigned amazement 
when I asked about the ongoing 
blood feud between him and the 
Rrushkadolis.

“Blood? But we have no blood 
with them. That is all in the past 
now."

At that, his two grown sons had 
exchanged sly glances and smirked.

I also remember what the Rrush- 
kadoli brothers said as I left them. 
Perhaps emboldened by the pres­
ence of a visitor, they had stepped 
across their apartment threshold to 
stand on the landing and gaze out at 
the sunlit street.

“The Lamthis should give us 
peace now,” Angelo said, “because 
technically they still owe us. We are 
not asking for anything more but, 
by the terms of the kanun, for kill­
ing our father inside their house, 
they owe us three deaths.”

“That’s right,” Leka had nodded, 
blinking furiously against the sun­
light he had barely glimpsed in 14 
months. “Three of theirs." ■
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the whole case, stabbed bv their 
drunken, knife-wielding father. It 
prompted me to ask an obvious 
question.

“Rather than kill Shtjefen, why 
didn’t vou wait for the chance to 
kill Preka?”

Leka pondered. “But it made no 
difference’.’ he said eventually. “By 
the kanun, any of the Lamthis were 
equal, just so long as one of them 
paid, I ‘saw Shtjefen first, sb he 
paid” •

What the Rrushkadoli brothers 
wanted now was a peace settlement 
with the Lamthis so' that they 
could venture out their apartment 
door and return to the world. The 
scoth has been evened at one death 
apiece and, as Emin Spahia had ear­
lier pointed out to me, it is always 

easier to broker peace when the 
score is tied. Except this blood 
feud doesn’t quite have a tie score, 
as Angelo reminded his brother: 
"There is still the time you stabbed 
Preka tnThethi.”

“That’s .right,” Leka conceded. 
“That will have to be negotiated.”
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Dear Mr\r£sident,
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happy New Year
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Spielberg film) - and certainly the buildup of the last few months

’«y appropriate but your challenge as President is as much to rekmdle the
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Cc:WHITE HOUSE

VASHINGTON

December 30, 1999

02201

Dear Tom:

Happy 57th Birthday! Hillary and

Sincerely,

S.

I 
send our very best wishes for health 
and happiness in the coming year.

The Honorable Thomas M. Menino
Mayor of Boston
Boston, Massachusetts

Pj Guc-wi-i.
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December 23, 1999

RECOMMENDED PHONE CALL

TO: Thomas M. Menino, Mayor of Boston, MA

DATE: December 27, 1999

RECOMMENDED BY: vZ^4ickey Ibarra, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs

PURPOSE: To wish Mayor Tom Menino a happy birthday.

■>

BACKGROUND:

TALKING POINTS;

How was Christmas? I hope you had a wonderful time with your

Happy birthday! I understand you will be working on your 
birthday. I hope you find time to enjoy yourself.

The Mayor will welcome the Millennium on City Hall Plaza. 

Boston’s Millennium celebration is America's oldest New Year’s 

Eve celebration. This year they are planning a large and elaborate 

production.

Mr. Menino was first elected Mayor of Boston on November 2,
1993, winning 64 percent of the vote and 18 of the city’s 22 wards. 

He was re-elected to a second term without opposition in 

November 1997. Mayor Menino has made education, jobs, 

economic development and public safety his top priorities. Under 
his leadership, Boston launched a community policing effort that 

has brought crime to its lowest point in 30 years and a juvenile 
crime prevention strategy that has been hailed as a model for the 
nation.

Tom Menino was born on December 27, 1942. Tom and his wife 

Angela have two adult children, Susan and Thomas, Jr. Mayor 
Menino has four grandchildren (three girls and a boy). His 
daughter Susan gave birth to twins last August. The Mayor will be 
working on his 5 7* birthday.

617/ 635-3151 (O) (Contact: Chief of Staff Julie Bums) 

617/361-6364 (H)

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON



family and specially your grandchildren.

Again, have a happy birthday and a wonderful New Year!

Mickey Ibarra (6-7060)STAFF CONTACT:

Thank you for your continued support You have been a friend 

throughout the years and I appreciate your loyalty.

I understand Boston’s “First Night Celebration” is going to be 

terrific. Are you ready for it?

12/27/98 MOW 17:08 1-AX
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President Stella O'Leary

Executive Vice-President .. .Michael Mooney

Executive Director .... Mary Roddy Betzler

Political Director Mickey Brennan

Congressional Liaison Jack Looney

Editorial Board

Internet Gerard McCann

Steering Committee

MD Committee

jack Quinn’s

I

The Irish American Democrat • Volume Three, Issue One, Spring 19992

^31

. Liz Browne 

Cynde Sears

Stella O’Leary

President

The Irish American Democrat

Vol.3, Koi,Spring 1999

Representative Jack Quinn had a unique opportunity to join with the President in 

securing peace in Ireland because for the first time in Irish American history he had the 

power to forge a united front on Ireland between Congress and a dedicated President in 

the White House. This would have presented a formidable obstacle to efforts by anti­

peace forces to delay or halt the Good Friday Agreement.

The mission of Irish American Democrats, therefore, is to ensure that the 

overwhelmingly Democratic Irish American state of New York will replace 

Congressman Quinn with a faithful Democrat who will proudly carry the torch for 

Ireland so courageously lit by President Clinton in 1992.

Irish American Democrats support 

President Clinton and Democratic 

candidates who promote peace, justice 

and prosperity in Ireland. "Always Irish, 

always American, always Democrat."

.. .Bob Sturgill 

Maria Mooney

resident Clinton is the best friend Ireland ever had in the White House. But in his 

hour of greatest need. Representative Jack Quinn of Buffalo, New York, who rose 

to power claiming to be a friend of Ireland, deserted him. This is an unforgivable 

offense for which Irish American Democrats (IAD) vow he must suffer the political 

consequences in November 2000.

Instead of seizing this historic opportunity, he chose to succumb to the narrow 

demands of the conservative elements in his party and traded his leverage in the Irish 

peace process for short-term party political gains by voting to impeach the President.

Irish American Democrats

P.O. Box 15638
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20825 

Tel. 202 362 9064

Fax: 202 237 5141 

E-mail irldems@erols.com

Internet: lrishAmericanDemocrats.org

Mary Gallivan

Brendon Keegan

Vince Lonergan

Joan Moore
Paul Quinn

Anne Sullivan

Michael Whelan

Mary Boergers 

Jack Callahan 

Hugh Carroll 

Ray Costello =- 

Geri Critchley

Vicky Curtin 

Richard Ferris

Cover photo: Buffalo, Courtesy of the Buffalo 
News

CONVERSION 

DAMASCUS I } \ \

Shame on You, Jack Quinn!
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December 13. 1999

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: NEAL LANE

Workforce of the 21st CenturySUBJECT:

The S&T initiative helps ensure continued U.S. leadership in the global economy by focusing on 

three key workforce issues:

(1) Strengthening University-Based Research. The tight weave of research and education that 
exists in our research universities has served the nation exceptionally well. It provides new 
knowledge and new scientists and engineers ready to contribute to all sectors of the 
economy. The S&T initiative’s funding increases for university-based research will improve 
S&T education by investing in people, their ideas, and the tools they use to enhance our 

understanding of how humans learn.
(2) Enhancing Science & Technology Educational Performance. By pursuing new strategies for 

enriching S&T education at all levels, we can balance long-and short-term efforts to develop 
the next generation of experts who can lead science and mathematics reform. We must 
provide training to teachers not yet prepared to deliver standards-based education to our 
children - the workforce of the 21st Century. Included in the S&T initiative will be funding 

for digital libraries that will provide ready access to the highest quality educational materials, 
pedagogy, and research on learning, and will enhance the quality of graduate, undergraduate, 

K-12, and public science education.
(3) Broadening Participation within the Science and Technology Community. We need greater 

focus on underserved institutions, population groups, and geographic areas. Non-Hispanic 
white males, who have traditionally supplied a large fraction of United States scientists and 
engineers, are projected to form a significantly decreasing portion of the population. A 

strong S&T workforce requires all U.S. citizens to participate at increasing rates. For too 
many of our citizens, however, inadequate preparation in K-12 math and science limits their 

ability to participate. The S&T initiative will support programs such as Advanced 
Technological Education (ATE), which supports collaborations of industry with secondary 

school and community college systems. The curricula in these programs are designed to 

educate students for either work in the industry upon completion of the two-year Associate 
degree or transfer to a four-year college. ATE is a very important gateway for women, 

minorities, and people with disabilities entering the S&T workforce.

This memo responds to your request of this afternoon concerning workforce issues and the S&T 
initiative. The proposed S&T initiative increases funding for NSF to encourage new strategic 
partnerships among higher education, the K-12 sector, federal agencies, private industry, 
informal science education providers, and state and local governments to create a coherent and 
coordinated approach to workforce issues. NSF is uniquely positioned to form the vital linkages 
that will ensure that all Americans have the opportunity to participate in the 21st century 

workforce.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH INGTON

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 

. - 3 -OC
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PAUL NEWMAN

January 1,2000

, an

the ceilings would be a good start as well as a good outcome from your White 1 louse

William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United Stales 
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mi . President,

First, may I wish you, Hillary, and Chelsea a great 1 wenty First Century and thanks for 

all you've done to make it so.

Second, I want to recommend something for your legacy and to be included in your 
budget. Specifically, certain of the laws incentivizing charitable behavior haven’t been 
updated tn decades and need to be. The income limit - - 50% of adjusted gross income 
(A Ci 1 ) above which individuals can’t gel a tax deduction for chanty, hasn’t been 
updated since it was established and means that some of us pay tax on money we’re 

giving away.

And for those giving stock, the limit is only 30% of A.G.l, Now for all those about to 
be “dot com millionaires’’ who are being compensated with lots of stock and very small 
salaries, there might not be much of a tax incentive unless we raise the limit 1 agree 
with what Peter Hart said at your wonderful conference on philanthropy, we must work 
hard to get the new economy to participate philanthropically. Incentivizing its 
entrepreneurs to give when it’s easier (i c of their founders stock) could make for some 

fabulous paydays for so many worthy causes.

Finally the 10% A.G.l limit on a tax deduction for corporate giving hasn’t been raised 
since Senator Kennedy did so in 1981. My goal in recently establishing the C.ommiuce 
to Kncoura^e Corporate Philanthropy is to increase corporate giving; this would help. 
And clearly, the time to raise the limit would be before we do make some headway with
corporate America and some green eye shade type estimates that raising this bai would 

be prohibitively costly to the Treasury.

1 met with Secrctaiy Rubin and Senator Moynihan about this last year. Scnalm 
Moynihan talked to Chairman Roth and other colleagues about it and consequently 
increase in all these limits was included in the so-called bipartisan tax bill that passed 

the Senate last year.

I hope you can start the ball rolling this year and fashion something along these lines for 
your budget 1 would like to just eliminate the limits altogether, but significantly raising 
the ceilings would be a good start as well as a good outcome from your White 1 louse 
conference Most hopefully, it would help perpetuate all your good works



Hoping it would help your stalT draft something for you, J've attadu.:d a. page describing 
the cu1nnt restrictions on tllX deductions for charitable giving and II chnrt describing 
both the Senate passed provisions easing these and tht:it wsl estimate:s 

Sorry for the rushed note. I wanted to write you before your budget was fi11ali.Lt!d. 

Every good wish to you and the rtt!itl Senator, 

Very Sincerely, 

Attachments 



Percentage Limitations on Charitable Deductions 

Existing Lax law places limits on lhc percentage of ttr1 individual or 
corporation's income that can he otlset with deductions for ch.iritah!� 
contrihutions. For individuals. deductions for charitable contributions to 
chun.�hes, governments. educational organizations and public charities arc 
generally limited to 50% of adjusted gross income. Deductions for gins to 
private foundations and for gins of appreciated property are subject to more 
stringent limitations (30% AGl). For corporations, deductions for 
charitable contributions are limiled to 10% of t<ixablc in�omc. 
Contributions in excess of the percentage limitations may bt= carried 
forward for c,nly five years. 

Thc:se percentage limitations can impose severe burdens un individuals or 
corporations who choose to give substantial percent.ages of their income lo 
charily, which makes it extremely difficult for them lo do so. For example. 
an individual or corporation that gives 1111 of its income to churily must 
liquidate other assets in order to pay the tax on income. that cannot be oIT��l 
by the chnrital>le deductiou. 

Congress hns not looked seriously at these percentage limitations for many 
years. The 50% limitation on individuals has nol been r�vicwed 111 depth 
since Congrc�s worked on the Tax Reform Acl of 1969, nnd the 10% 
limitation on corporntions has not been addressed since it was increased to 
its present level in the .Economic Recovery Tax Act of 19R 1. 

'�ongress should consider increasing or eliminating these limitations. With 
the increased emphasis on the rnle ofthc nonprofit sector in �olving many 
of the nation's problems, it is poor policy for the tax law to discuu1agc 
individuals or businesses from dona ling substantial pcrc�ntugcs of their 
income to chnrity. 
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NEWMAN'S VERY OWN PROVISION IN CHAIRMAN ROTH'S TAX BILL 

Se<:tion VIII G 

A. Begi�ing in 2002, increase thfi limit for
deductions for corporate charitable
donations by 2% annuallv until the 100/2
limit reaches 20%.

B. Beginning in 2002. increase AGI
percentage limits for deductions of
charitable dor.arions bv 2% annualiv
until the 30¾-of-AGI li�it reache� 4�:;,
in 2006 and then jumps to s�.-;, in 2007.

(To the extent a taxpayer bas not

exceeded the SO-percent limitation, 
contributions of cash to private 
foundations and certain other nonprofit 
organizations and contributions of 
capital gain property to public charities 
generally may be deducted up to 30 
percent of the taxpayer's AGI.) 

C. Beginning in 2002. increase AGI
perctntage limits for deductions of 
charitable donations by 2% annually 
until the 50%-of-AGI limit reaches 60!/o 

in 2006 and then jumps to 70%, in 2007. 
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Cost Estimates 

2004 2005 I 

10al 200ol 2005 

1·ear 
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2006 2007 I 2008 2009 2010 Total 

A. 10o/..-of-AGI limit 15 34 40 41 42 I 43 45 I 47 19 307 703 

8. 

i 
C. 

• 

30%-of-AGl-limtt . . . . 673· - . I . . 
. 1200 I 

SOo/.-of-AGl-limlt . . . . : 700 
I 

. . ! 
- . 

. 2511·· I 
I 

The cumuJar1ve 5 year cost of the 30"/o-and-50%-AGl-limit was Sl.373 billioo. Thus. the S673 million was calculated by subtracting the cumulative cost of

��AGl-limit alone from the total cost. 
Similarly, the cumulative JO year cost of the 30"/o-and-S� ... AGl-limit was S3.71 l billioo. Thus.. the S2.51 I billion was calculated by subo-acting the

cumulative cost of30%--AGl-limit alone from the total c�t. 
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4301 West Markham 
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December 21. 1999 

President Bill Clinton 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500-2000 

Dear Mr. President: 

Re: Lloyd R. George 

I am writing to request that you grant a Presidential Pardon to 
Lloyd R. George. 

As you know, I have known Lloyd George for 20 years since my 
arrival in Arkansas in 1979 as the Chancellor of the University of 
Arkansas for MedicaJ Sciences. Without question. he and 
Representative John Miller served as the major leadership in the 
Arkansas House of Representatives during this entire time. I 
worked closely with Rep. George on virtually hundreds of issues 
involving health care programs, educational programs and research 
efforts. The changes that have occurred at UAMS and at Arkansas 
Children's Hospital are largely a reflection of his legislative 
leadership and enthusiastic support. He always demonstrated a 
deep commitment for the betterment of our citizens. He was 
unsparing of his time and energy and, in my judgment. our State is 
remarkably stronger because of his leadership. 

I have visited with him frequently since he resigned from the House 
of Representatives. l know he is sincerely sorry for the 
transgression that occurred. In view of his many contributions to 
our State, I urge you to remove his name from the Federal Felon 
List by granting a pardon to him. 

My very best regards. 
/ 

�Harry P. Ward, M.D. 
Chancellor 

,- 3 -oc 
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December 26, 1999

Office of the Ambassador

1-3- (TO

?

•i

I
i

Embassy of the United States of America 

Bern, Switzerland

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20520

Having now gone through the whole process, two things 
strike me. First, the general level of talent in the State 
Department is very impressive. Secondly, having studied 
everything I could about the issues, the culture, and all 
else that matters in just one country — Switzerland, my 
regard for your total command of the global arena has 
increased even further - if that was possible.

Speaking of Davos, I hope the overall conference will 

be further enhanced by your own presence, as I hear you are 
considering attending. For the Swiss, and their pro- 
American new President, having you once again on their soil 

will be a fantastic honor and a good reason for them to 
keep helping us in the Balkans and in Partnership for 

Peace.

Stephanie, the children and I an
about a month ago and it has been a wc 
ever since. I have been very involved 
pushing the agenda for the Joint Econc 

proposed by Vice President Gore and tl
Dreifuss of Switzerland. Our first me
successful and took place in Washington D.C. just ten days 
after I arrived. The next meeting will be in Davos at the 

World Economic Forum at the end of January.

I wanted to write to you to once . 
sincere, heartfelt thanks for your con 
in the position as U.S. Ambassador to 
the path was not smooth with Senator G 
appreciate your help in breaking that

Dear Mr. President; Dear Bill,

if oecessctr

NSC



December 26, 19991 w1

Office of the Ambassador

Embassy of the United States of America 

Bern, Switzerland

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20520

Having now gone through the whole process, two things 
strike me. First, the general level of talent in the State 
Department is very impressive. Secondly, having studied 
everything I could about the issues, the culture, and all 
else that matters in just one country -- Switzerland, my 
regard for your total command of the global arena has 
increased even further - if that was possible.

Speaking of Davos, I hope the overall conference will 

be further enhanced by your own presence, as I hear you are 
considering attending. For the Swiss, and their pro- 
Ameriean new President, having you once again on their soil 

will be a fantastic honor and a good reason for them to 
keep helping us in the Balkans and in Partnership for 

Peace.

sb",

Stephanie, the children and I arrived in the country 
about a month ago and it has been a wonderful whirlwind 
ever since. I have been very involved in creating and 
pushing the agenda for the Joint Economic Commission first 
proposed by Vice President Gore and then-President Ruth 
Dreifuss of Switzerland. Our first meeting was quite 
successful and took place in Washington D.C. just ten days 
after I arrived. The next meeting will be in Davos at the 
World Economic Forum at the end of January.

Dear Mr. President; Dear Bill,

I wanted to write to you to once again express my most 
sincere, heartfelt thanks for your confidence in placing me 
in the position as U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland. I know 
the path was not smooth with Senator Grassley and I much 
appreciate your help in breaking that logjam as well.

5W



Your friend,

Best of the holiday season to you, Hillary, and 
Chelsea. Tell Hillary I have given to her campaign and 

wish her the best of luck.

During the holiday season, when one reflects on life 

and its blessings, I wanted you to know how fortunate I 
feel to be your friend. You have, in the most positive 
way, impacted my own and my family's lives. We will be 

forever grateful.

When I was back in Washington for the JEC meeting, I 
spent time with the Baczkos. Joe and Kathy relayed some of 
the discussions he and you have had about "life after the 
Presidency" and a possible linkup with Georgetown. I told 
Joe that I would help out if he needs me, assuming, of 
course, that's your desire.
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The San Diego Museum of Ari
July M - September 24. 2000

1

I-

to

Dear Mr. President:

—

effort to re-inslill pride and confidence in its people’s futi:ure.

defense contractors, offset obligations are legally binding, contractual commitments.
Further, U.S. policy

firms clear.

I*

Jan-3-00 12:34PM:

Richard C. Barkley
Chairman, Palace Arts Foundation

President William Jcffcrsor 
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

I I•* A

Ip

ta ww ofthe importance of the Exhibition, the Government of Turkey has made a one-time exception ro

As you may be aware, I hi 
organizing the exhibition, 
extraordinary Exhibition,
2000. is the most importa 
of that importance, Prcsic 
great friendship between our two nations.

J!

°.f us-»»y 

grants the President of the United States standing authority to make certain exceptions to our offset* 
po icy, when « serves the U.S. national interests. Here, not only are the obligations of U.S. firms clear 
but aisou would dtreudy advance our interests to encourage American contractors to meet their cun-ent 
lawful offset obligations to the Turkish Government through contributions to the Palace Arts Foundation

October 15, 2000 - January 14, 2001 

'/S/oo

<7 :

you would inform the Department of Defense that the success of this Exhibition is in the interests of U S.- 
lurkish relations and that U.S, contractors be instructed to consider supporting this project by taking

The Museum of Art 
. Fort Lauderdale, Florida

The Corcoran Gallery of Art 
Washington, DC

March 1 - June 15, 2000

w
®ir

appropriate steps in connection with their existing contractual obligations.

If you or your staff have any questions regarding this project, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely

Palace Arts Foundation, Inc. looo Vermont Ave.. N.W., Suite 450 Washington, D.C. 20005 
T: (202)408-5700 F: (202)408-7677 e-mail: inlo@palacearts.org websilc: www.palacearts.org 

Ambassador Richard C. Barkley (ret.), Chairman Dr. Mark A. Epstein. President
1 rof. Walter B. Denny, UMass.. Amherst, Senior Advisor Dr. Tulay Artan (Uerkrsy), Sabanci Univ Curator

■Trry s

- " - V

w
Tre a s u res, ffo m the 7. 
Topkapi,- Istanbul

*

PEARSON LLC;

■*,'» •.* ;

Since such contributions will ensure the great success of the Exhibition, the beneficiary of that success 
will be American-Turkish relations. Accordingly, we and our Turkish friends would be most grateful if

f*

2023317082;

■v;-1 - - '

■ rr .
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The Corcoran Gallery of Arr
Wash I ngron. nc

DccembCT 28, 1999
President William Jdfcrson Clinton
The White House
Wushington, D.C. 20500
Dear Mr. President:

March l - June 15 . .:woo
-T�e S�n Otc:go Museum of Arl
July 14 ·_ September .?4 . .2oou

· · _.. :rhe M,ucum ot Art
· · f:'1:>ct L;lu<lerdalc., Florld.i

·�:-�pber 15, 2000 7" Jnnuary 14, .'.?001

As you may be aware, I lutvc the honor of serving as Chainnan of the Palace Arts Foundalion. which i�
oq;anizing the exhibition, Palace of Gold & light: Treasures from the Topkapi, l.v1unb11l. This
ex.trnordiruuy Exhibition, which will open at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washin�rton on March I,
2000. 1s Lhe most imporuuit cultural exchange ever lo occur with the Republic of Turkey. In recognilion
of that importance, President Suleyman Demirel has ident1 lied th.is fa.hibition as a central marker of the
great friendship between our two nations. (See President Demirel's letter, attachw.)

1n view of the importance of the Exhibition, the Government of Turkey has made a one-time cxcl.-ption to
its policies and advised United States defense contractors that they may satisfy their offset obligations hy
financialty supportinJl the Palace Arts Foundation's work on this project. (See atlu.chcd letter from
Turkish Crovemmenl.) Determined to counter the devastating psyc1101ob'1Cal and economic impact of the
recent earthquakes, tho Turkish Goyemment looks to the success of this proJcct as an important part of its
effort to re-in:1lill pride and confidence in its people's fuhae.
While offset has ncvOT' been a favored prc1ctice from the persix--ctive of U.S. interests, when ogrec<l to by 
defense contractors, otl:�t obligations arc legally binding, contractual commitments. Further, U.S. policy
gr.mts the President of the United St..ites standing authority to make certain exceptions to our offset
policy, when it scrv� the U.S. national interests. Herc, not only are lhc obligations of U.S. finru; clear,
but also it would dirci;tly advance our int�ts to enco�m1ge American contractors to meet their cWTenl.
lawful offset obljjations to the Turkish Government through contributions to Lhe Palace Arts Foundati1m.
Since such contributions will ensure the ereat success of the Exhibition. the beneficiary ()f thQt succc�'S
will be Am.crican-Turlcii::h relations. Accordingly, we and our Turkish friends would he most grat�ful if \ .U

I 
you would inform the Department of Defense that the succc:s:s of this FJthibition is in the interests of U.:::i.- �
Turkish relations and that U.S. contractors be instructed to consider supporting this project by ta1cing 
appropriate steps m connection with their existing contractual obligations. 
If you or your staff have any questions regarding this project, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Palace Arrs foundation, Inc. 1000 Vermont f\vc .. N.W., Suite 4.'iO Wnshln�on, D.C. 2000.'i
T: (202)408-5700 F: (202)408-76'/'/ e-mail: \nto@p.ilacearts.ol); websllc: www.p.Jlacearts.org

J\mbll�c.for tuchnrd C. f\arklcy (rel.), Chmnnan nr. Mnrk A. 1-:pt'rcln, Preslw:nt Pruf. \V.a11cr B. Ucnny, UMass., Amhcr.1t, Senior AtJvtsor Dr. I uby J\rt.m (IW!rlc!3y), Snbanc1 Univ., Curnt0r
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Ank:u·11, 8 October t 1>!>lS 

Dear Ambassador. Barkley, 

It was indeed a pleasure for me to meet you ilnd Dr. Epstein and listen to yollI' project regarding the Topkap1 Exhibit in the US. 
Activities of this sort are a perfect conduit in presenting the Otto1nan/Turl<ish culture and society to the A01erir.an people. l ;1m confident that your ardent efforts and meticulous planning will render the exhibit a major success. The Turkish government stands ready to assist you in planning the said exhibit. 
T should also like to advise you that promotion of Turkey through cultural events has increasingly been receiving support from Turkish as well .is American business circles. You might, therefore, find this increctsed awareness; especially on the part of Turkish private sector, as a suitable source for sponsors. I encourage Turkish and Americ:in busines� communities to support your commendable project. 
Thanking you for your personal efforts in further developing Turkish-American relations, l wish you success in al\ your endeavours 

Sincerely, 
s. �w- · �

Siileyman DE�-

/\mb•ssadur Richard C. Barkley, ret. 
Chilirman 
Pa.lace Arts Foundation, lnc. 
100 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 450 
Washington, DC 20005 
USA 
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

DECEMBER 28, 1999

Prof Walter B. Denny. UM«ss., Amherst, Senior Advisor

(
JI

■ '< 
r"

TO; PRESIDENT WJLLTAM JEFFERSON CLINTON FAX; (202) 456-6703

FROM: MR. TERRY MCAULIFFE

I

f

RE: PALACE ARTS FOUNDATION “ PALACE OF GOLD & LIGI IT” EXHIBIT 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 3

r
-'•♦A "/t

The Corcoran Gallery of Art 
■ ,s Washington. DC

' March 1 - June 15, 2000

The San Diego Museum of Art 
. /July 14 - September ’4. 20<Mi

T*cMnscum of Art 
■j* .’’fiB^fTiiuderdale, Florida

• • -Othober t5, 2000 - January 14, 2001

•x

, . . 2 website: www.paJacearts.ore
?T!M8“do.f. ?l<:hard c/ ^^dcy (ret.), Chairman Ur. Mark A. Epstein. President

---------------------------Dr. Tulay Arlan (Berktay), Sabanci Univ. Curator

J

J.

Jan-3-00 12:34PM;

-•<

-Seasurs^ ^gim tfTeV.

Tophaja, fatanbun* -»■ : ,

.** -

Pralr,™™^OUntL',t,,°''' Inc- '«»V"™0"'AV..N.W..SUI1«4S0 Washington. D.C. 20003 

fi (202)408-5/00 F: (202)408-7677 e-mail: info@palacearls.org
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HITE HOUSE

^HINGTON

January 3, 2000

72301

Dear John and Kathy:

I love it!

Happy New Year.

Sincerely, J

1

John and Kathy Spotts
809 West Barton
West Memphis, Arkansas

Oj-p .-cd

C<^-vYaJL

Thank you for the terrific frog -- 
You were kind to think of me.
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January 3, 2000 

.-\SHI�GTON 

The Honorable Charles M. Harris 
District Court of Appeal 
Fifth Districc 
300 South Beach Street 
Daytona Beach, Florida 32114 

Dear Charles: 

Your letter meant a great deal to me. I am so 
pleased to know that Paul is considering public 
service in some part due to my own career. I 
hope you'll encourage him -- we need more fine 
people like him out there working hard for the 
American people. Please tell him I said hello. 

I miss Harold, too. What a generous, humorous, 
and devoted person he truly was. 

Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Mr. President

*

Thank you for the kindness you've shown my son.

Sincerely,

7

FAX NUMBER (90-*) 9-4-7.I562 

£ mail ADDRESS 5dca^flcourts.org

-RANK ~AB<RSHAW

TY W, 3ERDEAUX

MAMMA

President Bill Clinton
Attn: Nancy Hernreich
Director of Oval Office Operations

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D C .

_iOHN ANYQ©M it

CM cr ^UOGC

JAMCS C. OAUKSCH, 

WARREN H. COBB

WINIFRED 4, SMARR

GILBERT S. GOSHORN, UR.

CHARLES M. HARRIS

EARLE W, PETERSON. JR.

JACQUELINE R. GRIFFIN

EMERSON R. THOMPSON, _|R.

JUDGES

DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL
FIFTH DISTRICT

300 SOUTH 3EACH street 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA 32HA 

(9OA) 9A7-ISOO-COURT

(9OA) 253-3600-CLERK

O’

We are privileged to have had a mutual friend. I grew up in Piggott and have known 
Harold Jinks for as long as I can remember. Harold was instrumental in my being able to 
attend Arkansas Boys' State in 1952. On my trips back to Piggott, Harold would tell me 
about this great governor who was going to be President. Later, he would talk about this 
great President who was once the governor. Since I grew up without a father, Harold 

became my role model. I miss him.

My son was privileged to serve in the White House as an intern the semester he attended 
Georgetown. He recounted to us the time you shared his birthday cake and talked to him 
about the privilege of serving the public and the responsibilities that go with public service. 
He was greatly impressed with how hard you worked and described how at various 
functions, long after the press had left, you would continue to talk to and encourage those 

remaining.

Paul was selected to be one of the representatives from Volusia County at the recent 
Democratic State Conference. He was privileged to be seated directly in front of you when 
you gave your speech. He was gratified when you approached him after your speech and 

recognized him from his intern days.

Paul is an outstanding young man. He is now attending Cambridge, perhaps as close to 
Oxford as one can get. He is considering public service and I'm convinced that if he 

chooses that career, he will bring honor to whatever position he attains. If he does choose 
to enter public service, it will be in no small part because of the admiration and respect that 

he has for you.



--

WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 3, 2000 

Harry Barone and Family 
186 Lakeside Boulevard 
Oakland, New Jersey 07436 

Dear Harry: 

Thanks for the terrific cigars. You were kind 
to think of me. 

Happy New Year to you and your family. 

Sincerely, 
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fWHITE HOUSEI

WASHINGTON

71923

Dear Paul:

I appreciate

Give Nancy

Sincerely,

\

Thank you for your good letter, 
all your kind words.

Hope to see you and Mary in March, 
a call when you know your schedule.

Root
Phelps Circle

Arkadelphia, Arkansas

I, too, am proud that the optimistic feelings I 
had for our country in the early days of my 
political career were not unwarranted. I 
remain very positive about the direction we've 
taken -- because I think the years ahead are 
full of promise due in part to what we've been 
able to accomplish these last seven years.

I loved the Walpole quote, and I think you're 
right.

Paul
1075

cTf- Czrrv\<
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He was

1.

U.N.

All of these areas are clear victories for you.

2 .
3 .
4 .

I will not conceal my sentiments that to be named 
in Parliament as a subject of inquiry is to me a

Democrats appear to have the edge in the 2000 
congressional elections
More teachers in smaller classrooms
More policemen

arrears
Environmental riders
Foreign aid

Bill Clinton, President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

1075 Phelps Circle
Arkadelphia, AR 71923
December 14, 1999

I have been amazed at the coverage and the speculation concerning 
the next election. I heard a group discussing the election 
recently. After analyzing all the candidates, they agreed that if 
you were eligible to run again, you could win.

I recently received a call from a friend in Indiana, 
laughing as he said, "You told me when Clinton was running that he 
would introduce high, idealistic ideas; his foes would explain for 
a year or two why they would not work; and one day you would notice 
that they had been accomplished." I was reminded of an article I 
recently read titled"GOP Held Firm, But Lost the War of 1999." He 
suggests:

Dear Mr. President:

I just watched you on CNN showing the job growth since you came 
into office. The followup they did on the kinds of new jobs was 
very positive. Income is rising faster than inflation. More 
Americans are now working than ever before.

I well remember the early speeches in Arkansas as you explained how 
this could happen. I believed you knew what you were explaining 
was possible, but I must admit that I am surprised as much by the 
continued boom as I was by the cutting of the deficit so quickly.

I have a book published in Canada in 1973, "The World's Great 
Speeches in History." A speech is included that was made in 
Parliament in 1741 by Sir Robert Walpole:

5.
6 .



"Clinton

Things are going well with us.

church.

Hope to see you in March.

Sincerely,

He continues to point out that is spite of great opposition, the 
interests of the nation have been pursued and the economy has 
flourished.

I am so pleased that you are working on specific helps for the 
Delta and Rodney Slater's role there is significant and very 
satisfying for those of us who count him as a friend.

subject of great concern. I have the satisfaction, 
however, to reflect that the impression to be made 
depends upon the consistency of the charge and 
the motives of the prosecutors.

You may be in New 
re she can win. I

The interesting point is that Walpole died in 1745 and his ideas 
and accomplishments are still being read and discussed. There is 
no mention of the people who prosecuted him. They, apparently, 
have been forgotten.

I am looking at the "Democrat-Gazette" headline stating: 
sees library as 'Beacon of Hope,' a place to train young people in 
public policy and send them out into society to advance the goals 
of good jobs for all, a clean environment and an end to ethnic and 
other hatreds." That is an extremely high goal, but you have 
already made inroads in that direction. The normal operation of a 
presidential library in Arkansas will bring us prestige and 
prosperity, but the graduate policy school will make us a center 
for change--worldwide.

.We expect a good Christmas. I 
directed a Chris_tmas cantata in the Sunday morning (Dec. 12) at
Third Street Baptist here in Arkadelphia. That is Gary Turner's 

I believe you spoke at the dedication of their sanctuary.

We missed your news conference on the Sth of December but I read 
your comment about nations and people harming themselves by bad 
policies or decisions. You have made no policy decisions that have 
harmed the United States. that will be clearer as time passes.

Thanks for doing what you said you would do as president: Maintain 
prosperity, bring down the deficit, improve race relations and 
improve international relations. Thanks.

York. Hillary will need your’help but I am ^u 

hope we have the opportunity tx- visit with you.
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I will not conceal my sentiments that to be named 
in Parliament as a subject of inquiry is to me a

I have a book published in Canada in 1973, 
Speeches in History."

Democrats appear to have the edge in the 2000 
congressional elections
More teachers in smaller classrooms
More policemen
U.N. arrears
Environmental riders
Foreign aid

Bill Clinton, President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

* L__ I ‘ ' ------- , "The World's Great
**■ " ■’ a speech is included that was made in

Parliament in 1741 by Sir Robert Walpole:

1075 Phelps Circle
Arkadelphia, AR 71923
December 14, 1999

Dear Mr. President:

I recently received a call from a friend in Indiana. He was 
laughing as he said, "You told me when Clinton was running that he 
would introduce high, idealistic ideas; his foes would explain for 
a year or two why they would not work; and one day you would notice 
that they had been accomplished." I was reminded of an article I 
recently read titled"GOP Held Firm, But Lost the War of 1999." He 

suggests:

I have been amazed at the coverage and the speculation concerning 
the next election. I heard a group discussing the election 
recently. After analyzing all the candidates, they agreed that if 
you were eligible to run again, you could win.

9EL.

I just watched you on CNN showing the job growth since you came 
into office. The followup they did on the kinds of new jobs was 
very positive. Income is rising faster than inflation. More 
Americans are now working than ever before.

I well remember the early speeches in Arkansas as you explained how 
this could happen. I believed you knew what you were explaining 
was possible, but I must admit that I am surprised as much by the 
continued boom as I was by the cutting of the deficit so quickly.
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"Clinton

Hope to see you in March.

Sincerely,

He continues to point out that is spite of great opposition, the 
interests of the nation have been pursued and the economy has 
flourished.

I am so pleased that you are working on specific helps for the 
Delta and Rodney Slater's role there is significant and very 
satisfying for those of us who count him as a friend.

The interesting point is that Walpole died in 1745 and his ideas 
and accomplishments are still being read and discussed. There is 
no mention of the people who prosecuted him. They, apparently, 
have been forgotten.

-ia Neu.
win. I

subject of great concern. I have the satisfaction, 
however, to reflect that the impression to be made 
depends upon the consistency of the charge and 
the motives of the prosecutors.

We missed your news conference on the Sth of December but I read 
your comment about nations and people harming themselves by bad 
policies or decisions. You have made no policy decisions that have 
harmed the United States. that will be clearer as time passes.

I am looking at the "Democrat-Gazette" headline stating: 
sees library as 'Beacon of Hope,' a place to train young people in 
public policy and send them out into society to advance the goals 
of good jobs for all, a clean environment and an end to ethnic and 
other hatreds." That is an extremely high goal, but you have 
already made inroads in that direction. The normal operation of a 
presidential library in Arkansas will bring us prestige and 
prosperity, but the graduate policy school will make us a center 
for change--worldwide.

hope we have the opportunity vfsit with you.

Things are going well with us. We expect a good Christmas. I 
directed a Christmas cantata in the Sunday morning (Dec. 12) at 
Third Street Baptist here in Arkadelphia. That is Gary Turner's 
church. I believe you spoke at the dedication of their sanctuary.

Thanks for doing what you said you would do as president: Maintain 
prosperity, bring down the deficit, improve race relations and 
improve international relations. Thanks.


