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A meteorologist with the Fort Smith office of the
National Weather Service made a telephone call to the
NWS office in Tulsa five minutes before a tornado touched
down in Fort Smith early Friday, the agency’s telephone
logs reflect.

A short-lived “gust-nado” — which a NWS meteorolo-
gist said was on the ground less than 20 seconds — touched
down near Fort Smith Regional Airport at 1:22 a.m. Fri-
day, causing millions of dollars in damage to a handful
of businesses.

Fort Smith, however, was not under a tornado watch
or tornado warning when the tornado struck.

Lans Rothfusz, meteorologist in charge of the NWS
office in Tulsa, said NWS telephone logs indicate three
calls were made from the Fort Smith office to the Tulsa
office prior to the tornado — the last one coming at 1:17
a.m. Friday, just flve minutes before the gust-nado touched
down just west of the airport.

However, Rothfusz and Forrest Johns, official in
charge of the Fort Smith NWS office, said nothing in that
conversation mentioned a potential tornado.

“I at no time — at no time, let me emphasize — indi-
cated that a tornado was in that cell,” Johns said
Wednesday.

During the conversation shortly before the tornado,
Johns said he told a representative of the Tulsa NWS office
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“the line of thunderstorms is mov-
ing in at the airport.”

Mitch Llewellyn, a local ham
radio operator/weather spotter, has
been an integral part of an effort to
keep the Fort Smith NWS office fully
operational.

Llewellyn said the local NWS
office lost its WSR-74 radar system
equipment earlier this decade and
with it the ability to issue weather
watches and warnings.

Llewellyn believes personnel in
the Fort Smith office should have
the ability to “truly look at the radar
rather than have to look at some pic-
ture from Tulsa.”

Also, if the local office main-
tained the ability to issue a tornado
warning, Llewellyn said valuable
time could be saved.

“On Friday night, had he (Johns)
seen that (tormado), he could have
reached over, pushed a button and
said, ‘Sound the sirens,’” Llewellyn
said.

Since an F-3 tornado hammered
Fort Smith in the late night hours
of April 21, 1996, killing two children
and injuring more than 50 people,
the debate between local and polit-
ical officials and National Weather
Service personnel has intensified
over the local office’s staffing; its
lack of ability to issue watches and
warnings; and other issues.

In 1996, a tornado watch had

~ been issued about three hours prior

to the tornado striking Fort Smith.
Officials with the NWS and the city
of Fort Smith, however, disagreed
on whether the area received any
warning prior to the twister.

Sirens in Fort Smith were never
activated.

At the time, Capt. David Chap-
man of the Fort Smith Police
Department said the NWS office in
Tulsa issued a tornado warning at
11:13 p.m. — three minutes after the
tornado had touched down. At 11:28
p-m. — almost 20 minutes after the

_

event — Chapman said the NWS
office in Tulsa indicated it had
detected a funnel cloud almost to the
ground in Fort Smith and that tor-
nadoes were developing above Fort
Smith.

However, Don Devore, then mete-
orologist in charge at the NWS
office in Tulsa, disputed Chapman'’s
timeline, saying the NWS notified
Fort Smith dispatchers of the com-
ing twister at 11:08 p.m. Devore also
said a Fort Smith police officer who
had taken refuge under the Garri-
son Avenue Bridge told him the tor-
nado hit the bridgeat 11:15p.m., giv-
ing the city seven minutes of warn-
ing.

On Wednesday, Rothfusz reiter-
ated that “gust-nadoes” are difficult
to predict under any circumstances.

“We have had gust-nadoes in the
Tulsa area that have gone without
warning,” Rothfusz said. “Having
an office for this type of event
would not have made a difference.”

Some have expressed concern
that if Fort Smith was left without
telephone service and ham radios
were also rendered useless, the city
might not receive word of a warn-
ing emanating from the Tulsa office.

Rothfusz said he was unaware of
any time “the ham radios and tele-
phones have failed at the same
time.”

The Tulsa meteorologist said
weather spotters in Fort Smith were
in “constant contact” with his office
in Tulsa prior to Friday’s tornado.
No one, however, saw the tornado.

“If the spotters don’t see anything
and the radar doesn’t see anything,
you have to rely on the tools you
have,” Rothfusz said.

Llewellyn, for one, believes two
sets of eyes in the Fort Smith NWS
office are the city’s best chance at
being forewarned the next time a
tornado hits home.

“Our two guys looking out the
window are better than the new
Tulsa radar,” Llewellyn said.

Reporter’s e-mail:
Dpstone@swtimes.com
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é Stanley K. Sheinbaurn

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
20 December, 1999 I .2,-9q

President Bill CM

The White House—West Wing
Via Fax

Dear Bill,

| think | could provide both an infinity of reasons as to why the US should
return Elian Gonzalez, the six-year old Cuban kid, to his father in Havana and
a similar inventory on why we should not. | come down strongly on the side of
doing it and doing it soon. My major reason is you. You have developed a
reputation that so much of your foreign policy thinking and instinct is based on
your own humanitarian tendencies. Not to send the boy back to his father will
put a dent in that reputation, and | hate to see that happen especially now.

Furthermore leaving it in the hands of the bureaucratic negotiators and those
like the Florida Cubans who would like to politicize the issue would only slow
down the process.

| urge that you take quick action and get it done or else the aforesaid groups

will mount campaigns that will make a quick decision by you all the more
difficult.

| am told, although I have not seen it myself, that an NBC poll has about 65%
of Americans favoring sending him home. 1 know the figure will not be as high

for political people partially because there is a lot of Miami Cuban money
being tossed around.

Do it. You'll feel better, and I'll feel better.

Warmly,

Stanley K. Sheinbum

SKS/kec | % o
cC: First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton

Samuel Berger
Morton Halperin

345 North Rockingham Avenue Los Angeles California 90049-2 ,, - —pvine 3y 47479341 FAX \310) 476-9853

%k TOTAL PARGE.BG2 *x*
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Stanley K. Sheinbaum

aX

To: Nancy Hemreich From: Stanley K. Sheinbaum
Fax: Pages: 2

Phone: Date:  12/20/99

Nancy,

Thank you for passing this on to the President.

345 North Rockingham Avenue Los Angeles California 90049-2635
Telephone (310) 472-9541 PAX (310) 476-9853 e-mail: sks34s@aol.com
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George Paraskevaides ose

Tel: 2 - 868600 1, Byron Avenue
Fax: 2 - 818868 (Gr 4) P.0. Box 1178
2 - 4762689, 466908 (Gr 3) CY - 1503 Nicosia
CYPRUS

21st December, 1999

/ ’/"»‘Dr
.’LL i
Honorable ?y;,'ﬁ; &
President of the United States of America, fj_/i;/
Mr. Bill Clinton, (i
White House, '
Washington,

Honorable Président,

On the occasion of Christmas, I would 1like
to wish you, your family and to all American people
health, happiness and prosperity with God's blessings.

It is my hope and that of all my countrymen
that with the beginning of the millenium, which is only
six days from Christmas, our Cyprus problem will,
with your wise guidance, be given a fair solution based
on the rule of law and the human rights.

We all Cypriots expect that the new millenium
will prove to be a shining one.

God bless the great Country of America
and the whole world.

greatest respect,

araskevaides
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