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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM \
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TO: THE PRESPDENT :
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: M: apricia Penavic Marshall* 7
FROM Capricia Penavic Marshall* &J\)& Mww

DATE: December 3, 1999 I\ CON LWL "'\Ndft\
RE: Decorations on Oval Office Tree L M\ ‘T“C\ %L.\J\—U\)J\

I thought you might find it of interest to know who created the paper ornaments for your
tree in the Oval Office. They were constructed by homeless children involved in a tutorial
project with Project Northstar — an organization of young multi-racial community leaders
from the DC Chapters of the Coalition of 100 Black Women and Concerned Black Men
along with lawyers from three local law firms concerned with addressing the needs of
homelessness in the community.

Project Northstar links racially diverse volunteers with Washington’s homeless and
formerly homeless children in one-on-one tutoring sessions, designed to promote literacy
and strengthen basic academic skills to children. There are one hundred and forty
children between the ages of six and fifteen served by Project Northstar. These children
reside in shelters, public housing and private foster care homes in the District. The goal of
Project Northstar is to prepare children to perform better in school by providing them with
consistent educational assistance, positive role models and extracurricular activities that
broaden their horizons.

Project Northstar celebrated its tenth anniversary as one of twenty-one organizations that
received the 1999 Presidents Service Awards through the Points of Light Foundation.
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