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Secretary Rodney Slater
Department of Transportation H~17-99
400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20590 4 Cudkaid f“ %

Re: FY 2000 Allocation of FTA RTAP | (fe 3 //I

Dear Secretary Slater:

T
Last week we learned that forme Oj""? 'Z ' JLUS [* PV Tl
FTA staff recommendation to reduce th ‘fz S Mo M3:39
Transit Assistance Program. These mu
technical assistance and training to rur: (
and human service organizations that
those in need in every Arkansas county

made arbitrarily based on misleading Sian uicuuuir wiu iy voia oy
consultation with the affected parties or Congress.

FTA's design is that all of the states’ funds appropriated by Congress will
be reduced in FY 2000 from the FY 1999 allocation by taking money “off the top”
for a national program contract for which FTA did not pursue an earmark.
Previously, these national program funds were taken from a $30 million planning
and research budget. When Mr. Linton had only $2.9 million for discretionary
projects from money in the planning and research in the FY 2000 budget, FTA
determined other expenses had priority over the needs of our states.
Consequently, they decided to circumvent congressional intent and take away
$525,000 (ten percent) of the authorized $5,250,000 RTAP budget meant to go
to the states to help our rural citizens.

FTA argues that the reduction will have a “minimal impact” on smaller
states; however, | beg to differ. Any reduction will impact our service to Arkansas
community transportation services. For many years now, Arkansas' RTAP
allocation has basically remained status quo, ranging from $87,800 to $89,800.
TEA-21 gave us hope, and we have anxiously anticipated an increase in these
funds. The FY 1999 allocation of $104,000 was a godsend and the FY2000
anticipated allocation of almost $102,000 was to be another real boost.

The Board of Directors of Arkansas Transit Association is the advisory
group for our states, RTAP program and utilizes these funds through a grant
program to train drivers, attendants, mechanics and supervisors across the state.
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November 8, 1999

Secretary Rodney Slater
Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20590

Re: FY 2000 Allocation of FTA RTAP Funds
Dear Secretary Slater:

Last week we learned that former FTA Administrator Linton approv%»al;,. 19 m3:35
FTA staff recommendation to reduce the state allocations of RTAP, the Rural R
Transit Assistance Program. These much-needed funds support essential
technical assistance and training to rural transit systems and the many health
and human service organizations that provide daily transportation services to
those in need in every Arkansas county. This FTA decision, as it turns out, was
made arbitrarily based on misleading staff direction and totally void of any
consultation with the affected parties or Congress.

FTA's design is that all of the states’ funds appropriated by Congress wil
be reduced in FY 2000 from the FY 1999 allocation by taking money “off the top”
for a national program contract for which FTA did not pursue an earmark.
Previously, these national program funds were taken from a $30 million planning
and research budget. When Mr. Linton had only $2.9 million for discretionary
projects from money in the planning and research in the FY 2000 budget, FTA
determined other expenses had priority over the needs of our states.
Consequently, they decided to circumvent congressional intent and take away
$525,000 (ten percent) of the authorized $5,250,000 RTAP budget meant to go
to the states to help our rural citizens.

FTA argues that the reduction will have a “minimal impact” on smaller
states; however, | beg to differ. Any reduction will impact our service to Arkansas
community transportation services. For many years now, Arkansas' RTAP
allocation has basically remained status quo, ranging from $87,800 to $89,800.
TEA-21 gave us hope, and we have anxiously anticipated an increase in these
funds. The FY 1999 allocation of $104,000 was a godsend and the FY2000
anticipated allocation of almost $102,000 was to be another real boost.

The Board of Directors of Arkansas Transit Association is the advisory
group for our states, RTAP program and utilizes these funds through a grant
program to train drivers, attendants, mechanics and supervisors across the state.
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We are currently training more than 1000 students per year. The federal funds,
along with our own monies, support a nationally-recognized, premier program.
We utilize a full-time staff trainer/educationai coorcinator *o travel around the
state meeting the needs of our transit systems and community services
agencies. The courses we offer include defensive and safe driving, emergency
evacuation, drug and alcohol supervisory and safety-sensitive training, first aid,
CPR, bloodborne pathogens, handling passengers with special needs and
others. We save these organizations considerable time and expense by not
having to send their personnel to Little Rock for instruction.

We carefully and tightly budget the RTAP program each year to provide
services as economically as possible. As in the real world, we are not immune
from the growing costs of training programs, gasoline, telephones and
computers, utilities, hotels, rent, audits, salaries and insurance. ATA ‘s member
organizations have come to depend upon our training services. We have helped
lower their insurance rates, increased operational efficiency and even saved a
life when the driver knew how to evacuate her wheelchair-bound passenger after
an accident. These member agencies - from Jefferson County Comprehensive
Care in the Delta, to the Franklin County Senior Citizens in the River Valley, to
North Arkansas Transportation Service in the Ozarks — cannot afford dues that
would make up the $10,000 we will lose under FTA's plan.

This entire RTAP program is important. It matters in the real world. A
reduction of $10,000 in our program may not sound like a bunch of money to the
folks at 400 Seventh Street, SW, in Washington, but it makes a lot of difference
here at 1501 North Pierce in Little Rock.

Please, Mr. Secretary. Encourage FTA to find $525,000 somewhere else.

Sincerely, f

o Sttt

Ann H. Gilbert
Executive Director

cc: President Bill Clinton
Ark. Senate and Congressional Delegation
Ark. Representative Steve Jones
CTAA Director Dale Marsico
ATA Board of Directors
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November 4, 1999

The Honorable President William J. Clinton
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
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Dear President Clinton: SRS 2 e

Our community of Brys '/~/7-99 immediate
assistance and intervent Ithy
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Lf afford traditional
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1€ seven counties
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Sk ' and two

" municipalities—the C ( The City of
Bryan committed $1 ' ; osval of a HUD
108 loan.

Since the city felt there would be no problem with this loan, as it fit clearly within
the scope and bounds of approved projects, the lead agency, Brazos Valley
Community Action Agency, Inc., with the City of Bryan acting as the Project
Manager, entered into a construction contract to have the facility built—with the
compietion date being at or around December 23" 1999.

Early in the construction phase, the City of Bryan encountered a barmier to the
acquisition of the HUD 108 loan. HUD required that the loan be collateralized.
Yet, the property upon which the building was being constructed was purchased
with FTA dollars and could not, under FTA regulations, have a lien placed upon the
property.
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November 4, 1999

The Honorable President William J. Clinton
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Clinton; S EE Rt

Our community of Bryan-College Station, Texas, is in need of your immediate
assistance and intewention Asa part of your administration’s “Healthy

Zent to the regional urban and rural transit transfer station for the seven counties
e Brazos Valley.

et $2,200,000 was raised from private individuals, foundations, and two
mumcnpalltles—thc City of Bryan and the City of College Station. The City of

Bryan committed $1.2 million to the project contingent upon approval of a HUD
108 loan.

Since the city felt there would be no problem with this loan, as it fit clearly within
the scope and bounds of approved projects, the lead agency, Brazos Valley
Community Action Agency, Inc., with the City of Bryan acting as the Project
Manager, entered into a construction contract to have the facility built—with the
completion date being at or around December 23™, 1999.

Early in the construction phase, the City of Bryan encountered a barrier to the
acquisition of the HUD 108 loan. HUD required that the loan be collateralized.
Yet, the property upon which the building was being constructed was purchased
with FTA dollars and could not, under FTA regulations, have a lien placed upon the
property.

® # ®m & & ® s & m B % s & & 4 & = § T B ®B s =
















