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Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0802

March 18, 1999

The President

The White House

102 East Wing
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

In light of your recent awarding of the Presidential Medal of Freedom to Senator George
Mitchell, [ am writing to inquire about my nomination of Judge Collins Seitz for this tremendous
and unique honor.

As you are aware, Judge Seitz was the first judge in our country to rule in favor of
desegregation cases in public schools. As I have said many times over the last year, his
decisions set the precedent for the historic Brown v. Board of Education ruling in 1954.
Although I nominated him prior to his death last October, his passing has challenged everyone
in our State and many throughout the country to look at the impact of the life of this tremendous
individual.

In January of this year, a memorial service convened by Delaware State Supreme Court,
the Delaware Chancery Court and the U.S. Third Circuit District Court, presided over by U.S.
Supreme Court Justice David Souter, was held in honor of Judge Seitz. During this ceremony,
the words and gratitude expressed by the African-American men and women directly benefitting
from his initial rulings confirmed the continued impact of this great man.

As you consider my nomination of Judge Seitz, [ ask that you keep me informed of your
deliberations and respectfully request that you notify me prior to an official announcement.
Thank you for your time and attention on this particularly important matter.

Sincecfly,

z

Jogph R. Biden, Jr.
United States Senator
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unst who was key mover of
modern civil rights is praised

By STEVEN CHURCH
Staff reporter

. Delaware’s legal and polit-
ical elite turned out Wednes-
day to honor Judge Collins J.
Seitz, eulogized as a man
whose love of justice and
whose life’s work helped
launch the modern era of

v éewwm

cvil rights.

At a time when White
House and congressional
lawyers are beating law
books into political weapons,
Seitz’ funeral in Brandywine
Hundred reminded an audi-
ence dominated by judges
and attorneys — including
Supreme Court Justice David

“Tudge Seitz, ‘a man

H. Souter — of the great good
wrought by courts i1n the past
halfcentury.

“He passed every profes-
sional test of cou and in-
tegrity so easily, be never
even understood that he was
being tested,” said his daugh-
ter, Washington, D.C., attor-
ney Virginia Anne Seitz.

In 1951 Seitz was the first
judge in America to order an
all-white college to admit
black students. He ruled that
30 black students must be al-
lowed to attend the Univer-

who passed the test of courage’

where the funeral was held.

sity of Delaware be-
cause the college re-
served for blacks was
inferior.

A year later he is-
sued a similar ruling
that an elementary
school and a high
school also must
admit blacks, a deci-
sion relied upon by
the U.S. Supreme
Court when it struck down
the “separate but equal” doc-
trine used to justify barring
blacks from white schools.

Judge Seitz
guisied career on the bench,
firston Delaware's Chancery
Court and later on the 3rd Dis-
trictUS. Court of Appeals.

Seitz was quoted in
the famous Brown vs.
Board of education
decision, considered
a key moment in
America's civil rights
movement.
Wednesday's
speakers  praised
those decisions, made
at the beginning of
Seitz’ long, distin-

During his time on the
court of appeals his name
was floated as a potential
Supreme Court nominee, but
he was passed over by Presi-
dent Nixon in favor of
William H. Rehnquist, who is
now chief justice.

Early in his career Seitz
was a co-chair of the
Delaware chapter of the Na-
tional Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews and for many
years was an active member of
his local Catholic church, St.
Mary Magdalen, in Sharpley,

His life 1s an example that
will push others to do good
things, said Father Joseph
M.PR. Cocucci at Wednes-
day's service.

“There 1s a certain satis-
faction in dwelling on a life
that was truly well lived.”
Cocucci said. “If we applaud
Collins for his response [to
social ills] and fail to con:
sider our own, then our re-
sponse is a resounding gong
making no sound, but 3
clanging.”



Federal judge
Collins Seitz
Jdies at age 84

Jurist 1ssued landmark
desegregation order in 52

By STEVEN CHURCH
Staff reporter

The first judge in America
to order an all-white state-
supported undergraduate
school to admit blacks,
Collins J. Seitz, has died, six
weeks after doctors discov-
ered he had heart problems.

He was 84 and had been
living in a Brandywine Hun-
dred nursing home.

Seitz, a Wilmington native, -

began his judicial career
when he was appointed to
Delaware's Chancery Court
in 1946 before moving to the
3rd US. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in 1966.

“A true giant has fallen,”
federal Judge Walter K. Sta-
pleton said Saturday.

Stapleton sits on the 3rd
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
in Philadelphia, where Seitz
served as chief justice from
1971 to 1984.

Seitz was prominent not
only in Delaware, but nation-
ally as well. His work was
cited by Chief Justice Earl
Warren when the U.S.
Supreme Court struck down
segregation in the 1954 Brown
vs. Board of Education case.

A Seitz decision two years
earlier was one of the four
court cases the Supreme
Court combined into Brown.
Of the four, only Seitz's rul-
ing condemned the separate
but equal doctrine.

The Delaware lawyer who
argued against separate but
equal in Seitz’s courtroom
that year, Louis L. Redding,
died Sept. 28 at age 96. A
lawyer in another one of the

See SEITZ - A9

News Jasrdd Be
A 1952 ruling by Judge Collins
J. Seltz led to the historic
Brown vs. Board decision.

CAREER
HIGHLIGHTS

B 1946: Appointed vice chan-
cefor of the Court of )
& In the 1950s made two key
desegregafion rulings: that 30
black stderts must be allowed
lo attend the afl-white Universty
of Delaware and that an elemen-
tary school student and a black
high school studerit must be al-
lowed to attend ali-white schools
n Hockessin and Cgymonm.

8 As chief judge of the 3d U.S.
Circutt Court of Appeals, reorga-
nized the oourt to handle a dra-
matically increased caseload.
B Was chaiman of the state
bar committee that recom-
mended creation of the Legal
Aid Society of Delaware, of
which he was a trustee and
treasuter for several years.
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Ceremony honors Seitz’s risks

; '..\lea -.

Virginla Seitz talks with Sen. Joe Biden, D-DeL dudng a memorial ceremony Fnday for Virginia’s father, Judge Collins J. Seltz.
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The News JomWRLLIAM BRETZGER

Colleagues influenced by Judge s landmark rulings
against segregation remember ‘this giant of a man’

By STEVEN CHURCH
Staff reporter

Juige Collins dJ. Seitz’s most fa-
mous decision wins easy praise
today: He issued the first court order
in the country forcing an all-white,
public college to accept blacks.

But in 1951, his ruling against a
long-held and long-accepted policy
of racial segregation was hard for
many in Delaware to take.

In a ceremony Friday honoring
his life, a parade of prominent speak-
ers — including U.S. Supreme (gourt
Justice David H. Souter, who
presided — talked about the impor-

tance of Seitz's work as a state and
federal judge, praising his integrity,
foresight and courage.

“How much do we appreciate the
risk he took, this giant of a man
Collins J. Seitz?” said Homer Minus,
a dentist who was one of the first to
walk through the door opened by
Seitz’s ruling, graduating from the
University of Delaware in 1953.
“What are we doing ... to add to the
efforts put forward by Collins Seitz?"

The memorial at the Daniel L.

The News Jamma/WILLIAM BRETZGER
Herrmann Courthouse in Wilming- Delaware Supreme Court Chief Justice
ton was held )ointly by the Delaware E. Norman Veasey (left) and U.S.
Supreme Court, Court of Chancery Supreme Court Justice David H. Souter

See SEITZ — AS take part in the ceremony.
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Seitz: Desegregation
rulings remembered

FROM PAGE At

and the U.S. Court of ‘Appeals for
the Third Circuit, where Seitz
served in the 1970s and 1980s.
Seitz died in October at age 84,
one month after the death of 96-
year-old lawyer Louis L. Redding,
who succ y argued in Seitz's
courtroom in favor of desegregat-
ing the University of Delaware
Seitz hus been widely praised for
two of his earliest decisions in a
long judicial career. In 1951, he or-
dered the University of Delaware
to end its policy of automatically
rejecting black applicants. A year
later, he 1is-

when it ended segregation. It in-
spired Sen. Joe Biden, D-Del., to
become a lawyer and later get mto
polltlcs Biden said.

“[Seitz proved] if you had the
nerve to be shunned by your neigh-
bors and your colleagues, you can
doa wholehell of alot,” Bidensaid.

Other colleagues praised Seitz's
work in the 1950s and 1960s as the
state’s top judge in Chancery
Court, where his opinions are
credited with laying the founda-
tion for Delaware’s primacy in cor-
porate law.

“Collins Seitz breathed pre-
dictability into corporate law,”
said Judge William T. Chandler I,
the chancellor of Delaware’s
Court of Chancery.

Souter said he remembered
reading Seitz's legal opinions in
law school and then realizing how
mnportant they were once he be-
came a judge. As the U.S. Supreme
Court's liaison to the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals, Souter once sat
with Seitz for an official portrait.

“If I live to be a very old man,”
Souter said, “I will boast that I
once sat on the same bench as
Judge Seitz.”

. News Jourd i
A memorial ceremony Friday hon-
ors Judge Collins J. Seitz for his
rulings against segregation.



i ccaL miestone A
Unique court session
-to honor Collins Seitz

Collins J. Seitz was a giant in the U.S. legal commu-

- nity. His ruling in a Delaware matter that all persons
must be afforded equal treatment under the law was
specifically cited in the 1954 Brown vs. Board of Educa-
tion desegregation suit. In effect Judge Seitz became the
nation'’s conscience.

His distinguished judicial career in both state and fed-
eral courts will be saluted today, three months after his
death. There will be a unique congregation of judges in
Courtroom 301 in the Daniel L. Herrmann Courthouse
on Rodney Square, Wilmington. There young Chancellor
Seitz made his monumental decision that separate but
equal facilities for different races was unconstitutional.

U.S. Supreme Court Justice David H. Souter will pre-
side over the colloquium of judges from Delaware
Supreme Court, Court of Chancery and the third Circuit
Court of Appeals. Other court and legal officials will join
‘in honoring Delaware’s most famous judge.

. Judge Seitz was an humble man, devoted to his family,
Ehis faith and the law. It is entirely fitting that this native
Delawarean’s accomplishments be memorialized.



