





















































EMBASSY OF Tkeg
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
MEXICO

CFFICC OF THC AMBASSACQOR

February 12, 1997

Dear Mr. President:

I have long been committed to projects which offer
possibilities for the people of our two countries to
know each other better, and I have recently heard
about a program which promises to give Americans, and
more precisely, Texans, an unprecedented opportunity
to learn about Mexico's culture, art, history, and
society. This project grows out of a recent festival
of Japanese performing and visual arts -- Sun & Star
1996 -- held in Dallas and Fort Worth.

After the success of Sun & Star 1996, the organizers,
Debra Skriba and Steven Cohen, would like to present
a comprehensive, insightful view of many of the most
important achievements of historical and contemporary
Mexican culture. By presenting a fresh view of
Mexican culture, they hope to encourage Texans to
substantially enhance their knowledge and
appreciation of Mexico.

The Japanese government called Sun & Star 1996 the
most significant festival of Japanese culture ever to
be held in the Americas. Almost every cultural
institution in Dallas and Fort Worth participated by
organizing, producing, or presenting a major project
about Japan. Many cultural institutions in Houston
and Austin also participated. Sun & Star 1996 also
included an extensive education program which
affected literally hundreds of thousands of Texas

schoolchildren.

After seeing the results of Sun & Star 1996, I
believe that the proposed festival of Mexican culture
can be one of the most important cultural exchanges
in Mexican-U.S. history. The new understanding and
mutual respect that can come from a festival
featuring the highest achievements of Mexican art can
be of incalculable value as we strive to enhance our

relationship. -



Already, the festival organizers have held technical
meetings with the appropriate individuals in Mexico's
major cultural agencies. In developing the festival, they

look forward to a close collaboration with their
colleagues in Mexico.

I would like to ask for your support of this important
project. With your cooperation, this celebration of the

culture of Mexico can herald a new century of friendship,
respect, and appreciation between the peoples of our

countries.

Sincerely,

es . Jones
assador

His Excellency
Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leén
President of the United Mexican States,

México, D.F.












































































































