























































































































THE WHITE HOUSE *'JIAPR 11 Pe3:29
WASHINGTON

April 11, 1999

MILLENNIUM EVENING AT THE WHITE HOUSE

THE PERILS OF INDIFFERENCE: LESSONS LEARNED FROM A VIOLENT CENTURY

II.

DATE: April 12, 1999
LOCATION: East Room

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

FROM: Ellen McCulloch-Lovell

PURPOSE

You and the First Lady will host the seventh in a series of “Millennium Evenings at the
White House.” The title of this Millennium Evening is The Perils of Indifference:
Lessons Learned From a Violent Century. This program will feature Nobel Peace Prize
winner and Boston University Professor Elie Wiesel. Mr. Wiesel will address the
dehumanization of those who are considered different, or “the other,” and the shocking
consequences of this attitude in the twentieth century. Due to the intensity of this topic,
Mr. Wiesel’s remarks will be brief, allowing for a more in-depth discussion with you, the
First Lady, the audience, and those participating via the Internet. Before proceeding to
the East Room for the lecture, you will greet the guest speaker, Elie Wiesel, his wife,
Marion and son, Elisha; the Chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities and
his wife; representatives from our co-sponsor, Sun Microsystems; and a representative
from Pioneer New Media Technologies.

BACKGROUND

Millennium Evenings at the White House recognize creativity and innovation by
highlighting the contributions of artists, scholars, scientists and creative individuals
whose ideas help us to honor our past and imagine our future as we approach the new
millennium. Tonight’s lecture will reflect on those darker impulses which have given
rise, in the twentieth century, to unimaginable injustices, and on the phenomenon of
human indifference which characterizes such tragedies. Together we will discuss what
individuals and societies can do to create a future with greater peace and understanding.
Mrs. Clinton first asked Elie Wiesel to consider speaking at the White House just over a
year ago at a meeting in Davos, Switzerland.



II1.

Mr. Wiesel is a native of Sighet, Transylvania, Romania. He and his family were
deported by the Nazis to Auschwitz when he was fifteen years old. His mother and
younger sister perished there; his two older sisters survived. He and his father were later
transported to Buchenwald, where his father died. Elie Wiesel remained silent for ten
years about his experiences during the Holocaust. He was persuaded to end his silence
during an interview in Paris, where he was working as a joumnalist after the war and
subsequently wrote La Nuit (Night). Since its publication in 1958, Night has been
translated into twenty-five languages and sold millions of copies worldwide.

Elie Wiesel’s efforts on behalf of human rights have earned him the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the United States Congressional Gold Medal, the rank of Grand Officer in the
French Legion of Honor, and in 1986, the Nobel Peace Prize. Three months after he
received the Nobel Peace Prize, he and his wife, Marion, established The Elie Wiesel
Foundation for Humanity. Its mission is to advance the cause of human rights and peace
throughout the world by creating a new forum for the discussion of urgent ethical issues
confronting humanity. The Foundation has participated in and sponsored several
conferences on human rights, and in 1997, Elie Wiesel co-chaired “Forum 2000 with
Vaclav Havel in Prague. He has received more than ninety honorary degrees from
institutions of higher leaming, and is the author of some forty books.

In 1978, President Jimmy Carter appointed him Chairman of the President’s Commission
on the Holocaust. In 1980, he became Founding Chairman of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council. You appointed Mr. Wiesel as your personal representative
and Chair of the United States Delegation to the SOth Anniversary ceremonies of the
Liberation of Auschwitz in 1995.

PARTICIPANTS

Pre-brief participapts:

Ellen McCulloch-Lovell

Capricia Marshall

Meet and Greet:

Mr. Elie Wiesel and Marion Wiesel Guest Speaker and wife

Elisha Wiesel Mr. Wiesel’s son

The Honorable William Ferris Chairman, National Endowment for the Humanities

Marcie Ferris Chairman Ferris’ wife

John Edward Marselle President, Sun Microsystems Federal, Inc.

John F. Leahy III Acting Director of Marketing, Sun Microsystems
Federal, Inc.

Sandra G. Leahy Mr. Leahy’s wife

Julius Joseph Laurenzi, Jr. Vice President, Sun Microsystems, Inc.

Katherine Curley Laurenzi Mr. Laurenzi’s wife

Mel Friedman Vice President, Sun Microsystems, Inc.



Laureen M. Friedman Mr. Friedman’s wife
James W. Hoffman Director, Sun Microsystems Federal, Inc.

Linda Toleno Vice President for Marketing and Sales, Pioneer
New Media Technologies

Event Participants:
Guest List provided by Social Office

IV.  PRESS PLAN

Pool Press

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

To be provided by Social Office

VL REMARKS

To be provided by Speechwriters

VII.  ATTACHMENTS

Bio for Elie Wiesel



Boston University

Buie WIESEL
Un lversity Professar and
Andrew W. Mellan Professor {n the Humanities

745 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts 02215
617/353-4566

PHY: _WIESEY

Nobel Peace Prize winner and Boston University Professor Elie Wiesel has worked on
behalf of oppressed people for much of his adult life. His personal experience of the Holocaust has

led bim to use his talents as an author, teacher and storyteller to defend human rights and peace
throughout the world.

Wiesel's efforts have earned him the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the United States
Congressional Gold Medal and the Medal of Liberty Award, the rank of Grand Officer in the
French Legion of Honor, and in 1986, the Nobel Peace Prize. He has received more than ninety
honorary degrees from institutions of higher leaming.

In 1978, President Jimmy Carter appointed him Chairman of the President's Commission
on the Holoceust. In 1980 he became Founding Chairman of the United States Holocaust Memorial

Council. Elie Wiesel is also the Founding President of the Paris based Universal Academy of
Cultures.

His more than forty books have won numerous awards, including the Prix Médicis for A
Beggar in Jerusalem, the Prix Livre Inter for The Testament and the Grand Prize for Literature
from the City of Paris for The Fifth Son. The first volume of Wiesel's memoirs, All Rivers Rua to
the Sea, was published in New York (Knopf) in December, 1995. The second volume, Et la mer

n’est pas remplie, was published in Panis (Le Seuil) in 1996, the English translation to be
published by Knopf'in the fall of 1998,

A native of Sighet, Transylvania (Romania), Wiesel and his family were deported by the
Nazis to Auschwitz when he was fifteen years old. His mother and younger sister perished there,

his two older sisters survived. Wiesel and his father were later transported to Buchenwald, where
his father died.

After the war, Wiesel studied in Paris and later became a journalist in that city, yet he
remained silent about what he bad endured as an inmate in the death camps. During an interview
with the French writer Frangois Mauriac, Wiesel was persuaded to end that silence. He

subsequently wrote La Nuit (Nighf). Since its publication in 1958, La Nuit has been translated into
twenty-five languages and millions of copies have been sold.

A devoted supporter of Israel, Wiesel has also defended the cause of Soviet Jews,
Nicaragua's Miskito Indians, Argentina's "disappeared,” Cambodian refugees, the Kurds, South









BOOKS PUBLISHED

Night, a memoir (1960)

Dawn, a novel (1961)

The Accident, a novel (1962)

The Town Beyond the Wall, a novel (1964)

The Gates of the Forest, a novel (1966)

The Jews of Silence, a personal testimony (1966)

Legends of Our Time, essays and stories (1968)

A Beggar jn Jerusalem, a novel (1970)

One Generation After, essays and stories (1971)

Souls on Fire: Portraits and Legends of the Hasidic Masters, (1972)

The Oath, a novel (1973)

Ani Maamin, a cantata (1973)
Zalmen, or the Madness of God, a play (1975)

Messengers of God: Portraits and legends of Biblical Heroes, (1976)

Four Hasidic Masters, more portraits and legends (1978)

A Jew Todav, essays, stories, and dialogues (1978)

The Trial of God, a play (1979)

The Testament, a novel (1980)

Images from the Bible, (1980)

Five Biblical Portraits, (1981)

Somewhere a Master, more Hasidic tales (1982)

Paroles d'étranger, essays, stories, and dialogues (1982)

The Golem, the retelling of a legend (1983)

The Fifth Son, a novel (1985)

Signes d'Exode, essays, stories, and dialogues (1985)

Against Silence; The Voice and Vision of Elie Wiesel, collected shorter writings edited by Irving
Abrahamson, 3 volumes, 1985)

Job ou Dicu dans la Tempéte, dialogue and commentary with Josy Eisenberg (1986)

A Song for Hope, a cantata (1987)

The Nobel Speech (1987)

Twilight, a novel (1988)

The Six Days of Destruction, with Albert Friedlander (1988)

Silences et mémoire dhomme, essays, dialogues (1989)

From the Kingdom of Memory, Reminiscences (1990)

Evil and Exile, dialogues with Philippe-Michael de Saint-Cheron (1990)

A Journey of Faith, with John Cardinal O'Connor (1990)

Sages and Dreamers, Portraits and Legends from the Bible, the Talmud and the Hasidic Tradition (1991)

Célébration talmudique, Portraits of Talmudic Masters (1991)
The Forgotten, a novel (1992)

A Passover Haggadah, with Commentaries by Elie Wiesel (1993)
All Rivers Run to the Sea, Memoirs (1995)

Et ]a mer n'est pas remplic..., Memoirs Volume II (1996)
Célébration prophétique, Portraits et légendes (1998)

It



BOOKS ON ELIE WIESEL

Elie Wiesel: A Bibliography, Molly Abramowitz
Conversations with Elie Wiesel, Harry James Cargas
Face to Face, Robert McAfee Brown & Harry James Cargas
Confronting the Holocaust: The Imnpact of Elie Wijesel, ed. Alvin Rosenfeld & Irving Greenberg
Responses to Elie Wiesel, ed. Harry James Cargas
suming Fire; Encounters with Eli esel and the Holocaust, John K. Roth

The Vision of the Void: Theological Reflections on the Works of Elie Wiesel, M. Berenbaum
Elie Wiese], Ted L. Estess
Le Rire dans l'univers tragique d’Elie Wiesel, Joe Friedemann
Elie Wiesel: Witness for Life, Ellen Norman Stern
Legacy of Night, The Literary Universe of Elie Wiesel, Ellen S. Fine
Elie Wiesel: Messenger to All Humanity, Robert McAfee Brown
Religious Melancholy or Psychological Depression? Some issues involved in relating psychology and religion as
illustrated in a study of Elie Wijesel, Christopher J. Frost
Against Silence: the voice and visign of Elie Wiesel, ed. Irving Abrahamson
Elie Wiesel:El Mole, Erling Bo & Hakon Harket
Elie Wiesel dirige il dibattito reinventare la pace e la speranza
Elie Wiesel, Brigitte Fanny-Cohen
Elie Wiesel Og Ansiktet i Vinduet, Anton Blom
Elie Wijesel, Messenger from the Holocaust, Carol Greene
Abraham J. Heschel and Elie Wiesel, You Are My Witnesses, Maurice Friedman
Elie Wijesel: A Challenge to Theology, Graham Walker
Elie Wiesel: Variations sur le Silence, Myriam B. Cohen
Fou de Dieu ou Dieu des fous, l'oeuvre tragique d’Elie Wiesel, Vincent Engel
Bvil and Exile, Philippe de Saint Cheron
Présence d 'Elie Wiesel, David Banon
Erinnerung als Gegenwart: Elie Wiesel in Loccum, Olaf Schwenke
Elie Wiesel: Between Memory and Hope, Carol Rittner
In Djalogue and Dilemna with Elie Wiesel , David Patterson
Telling the Teale; A Trbute to Elie Wiesel on the Occasion of his 65th Birthday, ed. HJ. Cargas
Trotzdem hoffen, in conversation with Johann Baptist Metz and Elie Wiesel, Ekkehard Schuster
& Reinhold Boschert-Kimmig
Elie Wiesel: Voice From the Holocaust, Michael A- Schuman
Elie Wiesel, Caroline Lazo
Der Schrei: Gott und Mensch im Werk von Llie Wiesel, Reinhold Boschki
Elie Wiesel’s Secretive Texts, Colin Davis
Elie Wiesel: Pélerin de la mémoire, Philippe de Saint Cheron

lie I; Bear tness, Michael Pariser
Silence in the Novels of Elie Wiesel, Simon P. Sibelman
Das Gegenteil von Gleichultigkeit ist Erinnerung: Versuche zu Elie Wiesel, Mensink & Boschki
Cliff Notes on Elie Wiesel’s "Night"
Elie Wiesel: A Voice for Humanity, Ellen Norman Stern
Le Colloque de Cerisy, autour d'Elie Wiesel

{73
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IV.

VI.

PARTICIPANTS

YOU

Robert Rubin
Larry Summers
John Podesta
Karen Tramontano
Gene Sperling
Lael Brainard
Samuel Berger
Janet Yellen

Leon Fuerth

Jim Steinberg
Michael Waldman
Maria Echaveste
Steve Ricchette

PRESS PLAN

Open Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

Note: There will be 35 guests in attendance.

REMARKS

YOU will meet with your advisors in the Oval Office.
The Economic Team will be announced into the room.

YOU accompanied by Secretary Robert Rubin, is announced into
the room.

YOU makes remarks and departs.

To be provided by speech writing


























































































