


























































































































































































































































































































emotions is just as overwhelming as it was last year. [ can’t begin to express what it meant to me to
welcome you through the grand doors of the White House and the Oval Office this morning. And
the significance of this very spot on the South Lawn is remarkable in and of itself. President
Eisenhower was on vacation in Newport on that fateful day you slipped into Central High and then,
three hours later, were removed by the police. When he learned of what had happened to you and
that Gov. Faubus had turned over the sweets to that racist mob, he realized that the federal
government had to act. So the next day, he flew back to the White House, and his helicopter landed
mere steps from here. He had just ordered Gen. Maxwell Taylor to put the might of the 101st
Airborne behind your righteous march through the doors of Central High.

Thanks to Sen. Bumpers, Rep. Thompson, and many others, we have found two very fitting
ways to honor that march and to ensure that the memory of the Little Rock Nine, and all that you
represent, remains alive long after those of us with living memories of these events are called to
God. As part of the budget I signed two weeks ago, I was authorized to confer Congressional Gold
Medals -- the highest civilian honor the United States Congress can bestow -- on each and every
member of the Little Rock Nine. It was only a few months ago that we presented President Nelson
Mandela with that same high award, and he spoke humbly of his long struggle to_tear down the
walls of apartheid. With the same courage, perseverance, and grace, the Little Rock Nine broke
through the doors of apartheid here in America. So I cannot wait until the artists finish creating
your medals and we can bestow them upon you. This is an honor you richly deserve.

And, of course, the main reason we are here today is to preserve as a living monument the
setting of your struggle -- and of one of the nation’s most dramatic moral tests. The bill I am about
to sign, spearheaded by Sen. Bumpers, will allow the National Park Service to work with the
community to maintain and protect Central High’s beautiful building. It will also allow the Park
Service to start acquiring land in the surrounding neighborhood, to create new facilities where
people can learn about the origins and the aftermath of the 1957 crisis -- topics that can’t be fully
explored in the existing visitor center’s limited space.

Children will never fully understand what you experienced in 1957. But for centuries to
come, children will have an opportunity to walk the stairs you walked, to see the angry images you
saw, to read about your sacrifice, to learn about what you and our nation have overcome. Perhaps
they will even see what it was about the Little Rock confrontation that made racial equality a
driving obsession of my life and the lives of so many others. I thank all of you who have worked so
hard to preserve this sacred site, and these sacred memories, for all time.

Monuments and medals are important reminders of how far we have come in the struggle for
racial reconciliation. But we all know, they are not enough. The crisis in Little Rock occurred more
than 40 years ago. And in the absence of any similar crisis today, many of our citizens have been
lulled into thinking that America’s racial problems are a thing of the past. That is simply not true.

While the doors of our schools are open to young people of all races, those doors may be
falling off their rusty hinges and those schools may be failing the students inside. While our
economy has never been stronger and our future has never looked brighter, there are still striking
disparities in jobs, in education, in criminal justice that break down along what W.E.B. DuBois [da-
BOYZ] called “the color line.” And while the Little Rock Nine have gone on to successful careers
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II.

SE NUU B e 1Y

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 6,1998

NCAA BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS EVENT

DATE.: November 9,1998

LOCATION: East Room

TIME: 5:45 pm

FROM: Minyon Moore
[lia Velez

PURPOSE

To congratulate the University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers and the
University of Kentucky Wildcats for capturing the 1998 NCAA Men’s and
Women's Basketball Championships.

BACKGROUND

Guided by coach Pat Summitt, the University of Tennessee Lady Volunteers
made history by becoming the first team to win three consecutive NCAA
championships. Considered the best all-time women’s basketball team, the Lady
Volunteers finished their season with a 39-0 record and 19 NCAA titles. The
team’s top stars include junior forward Chamique Holdsclaw, who was named the
Player of the Year, and freshmen Tamika Catchings, Kristen Clement, Teresa
Geter and Semaka Randall.

The University of Kentucky won their second NCAA men’s basketball
championship in three years. Since 1996, the team has lost six players to the
NBA and brought in a new coach, Orlando "Tubby" Smith, replacing Rick Pitino.
Many predicted the 1998 team would be average, with no expectations for another
championship. Coach Smith, however, guided the Wildcats to the Southeastern
Conference Division title, the school’s 39th SEC Championship. With a 35-4
record, the Wildcats proved themselves as the best unit-oriented team in the
country. The team’s stars include Jeff Sheppard, who eamed Final Four Most
Valuable Player Honors, and center Nazr Mohammed, who was recently drafted
in the First Round of the NBA Draft by the Philadelphia 76ers.



III.

IV.

This is the third consecutive trip to the White House for the Tennessee Lady

Volunteers, and the second trip in three years for the Kentucky Wildcats. On
May 20, 1996, You and the Vice President met with both teams for their ‘96
NCAA Championships.

PARTICIPANTS

YOU

Dr. Joe Johnson, President, University of Tennessee

Larry Ivy, Associate Athletics Director, University of Kentucky
Pat Summitt, Coach, University of Tennessee Women'’s Basketball
Tubby Smith, Coach, University of Kentucky Men'’s Basketball
University of Tennessee Women'’s Basketball Team

University of Kentucky Men's Basketball Team

Governor Paul Patton, Kentucky

Senator Wendell Ford, D- Kentucky

Senator William Frist, R- Tennessee

Representative Ed Whitefield, R- Kentucky

Representative Ed Bryant, R- Tennessee

Representative Bart Gordon, D-Tennessee

PRESS PLAN

Open Press

CBS Sports will be doing a Special Feature story on the Lady Volunteers and
the Kentucky Wildcats. They have been granted access to follow the team
behind the scenes on their visit to the White House and during the meet and
greet.

SEQUENCE

0 You will proceed to the State Dining Room for a meet and greet
reception.

0 You will meet both teams and their Administrators.

0 You proceed to the Green Room and you are announced into the East

Room accompanied by University of Tennessee President Dr. Joe
Johnson, Coach Pat Sunmitt, University of Kentucky Associate
Athletics Director Larry Ivy, and University of Kentucky Men’s
Baskethall Coach Tubby Smith.

0 You will make welcoming remarks and introduce University of
Tennessee President Dr. Joe Johnson.

































































































































