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employees, who could send thetr children to D.C. schools for free — sought
The Washington Post, December 21, 1997

out Central for the advantages it conferrcd.

Today, however, the alumnij arc looking forward as well as back. At another
point, Fred Dunn ‘42, a retired Montgomery County educator, rises to introduce
Andrea Jones, a 17-year-old scaior at Cardozo High. The aJumni association is
awarding her a scholarship of S 1,000.

Only moments before, Dunn had explained to her how her school came to occupy
the building on the heights, and how his school ceased to be. How the public
schools were segregated then, and how Ccntral was reserved for whites, Cardozo
for blacks. How the Distnict school board, in thc spring of 1950, closed Central
and put Cardozo in its building. It was a desperatc -- and doowmed — attempt
to keep the school system segrcgated.

With light streaming in through the auditorium's tall windows, Jones stands
before a microphone on the floor and tells the crowd that she will be going to
Howard University to major in nursing. She introduces her mother, a 1980

Cardozo graduate who is seated nearby. By way of conclusion she adds, "I'd
like to say I'in delighted to be in the presencc of all you Central High alumni."

As she returns to her scat, the alumni applaud warmly and casily, as if
Cardozo scholarships have been a longstanding part of their nitual. In fact,
The Washington Post, December 21, 1997

these prizes are only four ycars old. It took nearly half a century for the
Central alumni to come home. In that half a century, Central's past, always
formidable, became something both to celebrate and to overcome. Within the
alumm association, history died hard.

It was said to be Washington's first high school, but that claim overlooked
the creation a few years before of a black high school, the M Strect School,
which was housed in the Sumner building when it had its first graduation in
1877.

Central opened in 1882 at Seventh and O streets NW as Washington High, and
was renamed in 1890, atter the District built other schools. With overcrowding
came pressure for a new building, which opened in 1916 at 13th and Clifton
streets NW, on a hillside that commanded a sweeping vicw of the city from the
Capitol to the Washington Monument. Thc facility boasted a stadium., swimming
pool, rifle range, armory, indoor track, tennis courts, greenhouse, library and
the best school auditorium in town. Through the 1920s and into the '30s, Central
swelled with more than 3,000 students.
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The alumni association was formed 1n 1904, and over the years grew in numbers
and importance. Alumni officiated at the laying of the comerstonc at the "new"
Central in 1915. They contributed funds for the library, and to send

The Washington Post, December 21, 1997

Centralites to college. They raised moncy for a three-pancl Holy Grail Frieze to
hang in the library to memorialize Central's World War [ dead. In 1924 the
association, with a mailing list of 8,000, was said to be the lacgest for any
public high school in the country.

Ceatral's aluront, moreover, were compiling a remarkablc record of individual
achievement. Over they years Lhey included FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, actress

Helen Hayes, CBS correspondcat Charles Collingwood; an ambassador to China and a

District school superindent; judacs, lawyers, doctors and mid- to high-level
bureaucrats by the bushel. Centralites serving in World War T included 29
generals, six admirals and the first officer killed in the Normandy invasion.

"Central High School is more than just a building of brick and stone,"
rhapsodized the last yearbook. "It is a symbol of the Amcrican way of life, a
foundation of knowledge, a haven for youth and a challenge fcr a better
tomorrow. Her spinit dwells in the hearts of over twelve thousand Centralites
scattered throughout the world."

Central had an unchallenged position atop a “dual" school system that had
been operating in Washington since before the Civil War. "We didn't create the
segregatcd system," says Gerry Wagshal, who graduated from Central in 1946. "We
found ourselves growing up in it."
The Washington Post, December 21, 1997

Indeed, in the 1940s a kind of apartheid prevailed in the nation's capital.
Virtually every public facility in the city -- restaurants, theatcrs,
playgrounds, subsidized housing -- was segregaled by law or by custom. Even
neighborhood associations were divided by namc: Blacks belonged to "civic"
associations, whites to "citizens" associations.

After World War I, this entire social order camne under attack, especially in
the courts, and the school systcm seemed particularly vulnerable. The change was
fueled as much by demographics as by legal action: Even before the war, white
families had been moving uptown from the inner city to upper Northwest. As they
did so, Roosevelt and then Coolidge high schools wcre built to serve them, and
Central's cnrollment consequcntly declined. Even with the addition of the
seventh and eighth grades, thc number was down to 1,400 by 1949.

The city's black population, meanwhile, had been surging, in part because of
migration from the South. The neighborhood around Central reflected the shift as
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