


























































































































deal and I thank him.

The new legislation will do three things: First, it expands Medicare benefits for the more
than three million senior citizens diagnosed with diabetes. As we all know, early investments in
prevention can save us millions in expensive treatments down the line. If left untreated, diabetes
can lead to devastating complications such as blindness, amputation and kidney disease. The new
Medicare benefit will make testing strips and other methods of monitoring blood glucose levels
available to all senior citizens with diabetes. Through this benefit and expanded education
efforts, we hope to encourage elderly diabetes patients to take better care of themselves at home.
That way, they can avoid the complications that can lead to costly hospital stays and destroy their
health.

Second, the new legislation will enable Health and Human Services Secretary Donna
Shalala to boost funding for Type I -- or juvenile -- diabetes research by $150 million over the
next five years. Nearly one million Americans have Type I diabetes, and as many as half of them
are children. Even when the disease is managed carefully, these patients almost always
experience further complications. That’s why we cannot rest until we find a cure that will free
our children from this disease. This grant will help us do just that.

Third, we will provide a five-year, $150 million grant to the Indian Health Service for
diabetes prevention, research and treatment in our Native American communities. Native
Americans are three times as likely as white Americans to have diabetes and far less likely to
find adequate treatment for their condition. As Chief Dugan told us, too many Native
Americans are suffering the grimmest complications of diabetes, losing limbs or even kidneys
to the disease. This grant will bring public health services, schools, and nutrition programs
together to reach families and children living on reservations and provide them with the
information and tools to prevent and manage diabetes.

Finally, I am announcing a new, unprecedented public-private partnership that will bring
our nation’s leading health care providers, purchasers, and consumers together to develop
uniform guidelines for diabetes care. Through these new guidelines, we can ensure that all
doctors provide their patients with thorough and vigilant care -- such as regular eye and foot
exams -- to stay as healthy as possible.

Today, we bring new hope to the 16 million Americans living with diabetes and their
families. The past half century has seen mankind split the atom. splice genes, conquer space. |
have said that in science, the 21st century will be the age of biology. And with these new
investments in our balanced budget, we have every reason to believe that new breakthroughs in
diabetes prevention, education and research will not be far off on the horizon.























































































































































































9:00 am-
9:15 am

9:20 am-
9:25 am

9:30 am-
10:00 am

10:00 am-
10:30 am

10:35 am-
10:40 am

10:45 am-
11:00 am

SCHEDULE OF THE PRESIDENT
FOR
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 1997
FINAL

MEETING
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Erskine Bowles

MEETING
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Stephanie Streett

BRIEFING FOR THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM EVENT
OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Maria Echaveste, Charles Ruff

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM EVENT
BEHIND THE OVAL OFFICE

Remarks: Terry Edmonds

Staff Contact: Maria Echaveste, Charles Ruff
Event Coordinator: Setti Warren

OPEN PRESS

- The President and the Vice President are announced onto

the stage.

- The Vice President makes remarks and introduces the
President.

- The President makes remarks.

MAKE A WISH FOUNDATION PHOTO
OVAL OFFICE

Staff Contact: Karin Kullman

WHITE HOUSE PHOTO ONLY

BRIEFING

OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Sandy Berger

August 13, 1997 (6:48pm)



11:00 am- BRIEFING
11:15 am OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Sandy Berger
11:25 am- BRIEFING
11:45 am OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Maria Echaveste
11:45 am- OUTREACH MEETING
1:00 pm ROOSEVELT ROOM
Staff Contact: Maria Echaveste
CLOSED PRESS
1:00 pm- MEETING
1:15 pm OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Charles Ruff
1:15 pm- MEETING
1:25 pm OVAL OFFICE
Staff Contact: Gene Sperling
1:25 pm THE PRESIDENT proceeds to the Indian Treaty Room
1:30 pm- PHOTO SESSION
2:00 pm INDIAN TREATY ROOM
Old Executive Office Building
Staff Contact: Mike McCurry
2:15 pm- PHONE AND OFFICE TIME OR DOWN FOR THE DAY
. 6:15pm OVAL OFFICE
EVENING OFF
BC AND HRC RON THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C.

August 13, 1997 (6:48pm)




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

AUGUST 13, 1997
RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION IN THE FEDERAL WORKPLACE

DATE.: August 14, 1997

LOCATION: White House

TIME: 10:00 AM

FROM: Maria Echaveste, Charles Ruff

PURPOSE

The narrow purpose of this event is to announce the issuance of Guidelines addressing
religious expression in the federal workplace. More broadly, the event furthers two other
goals. First, it gives you the opportunity to discuss the importance of religious faith and
religious liberty in the American experience. Second, the event allows you to note the
accomplishments of the Administration in working with a broad coalition of religious
groups. (The coalition that authored the Guidelines also worked with the Administration
on the passage of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) and the Guidelines
addressing religious expression in the public schools.) In this way, you can tie the
religious liberty issue to the Administration themes of community, diversity, and mutual
respect.

BACKGROUND

The Guidelines were negotiated between the Counsel's Office and the Department of
Justice, on the one hand, and representatives from a broad coalition of religious groups,
on the other. Four key players from the religious community deserve special recognition.
Those persons are Steve McFarland of the Christian Legal Society, Marc Stern of the
American Jewish Congress, Eliot Mincberg of People for the American Way, and Oliver
‘Buzz’ Thomas, formerly of the Baptist Joint Committee.

The idea for the project was initiated in response to the 1995 proposed EEOC guidelines
addressing harassment in the workplace. The sections of the proposed EEOC guidelines
addressing religious harassment were controversial and generated wide-ranging
opposition from religious groups who believed that the EEOC guidelines might be
construed by employers as prohibiting all religious activity in the workplace. The religious
leaders believed that a set of guidelines dealing with religious expression in the workplace
could be drafted which would be acceptable to most, if not all, religious organizations;
and the Counsel's Office suggested that it might be possible to issue the guidelines as a
joint project of the White House and the religious groups if the guidelines were modified
to meet certain objections and if they were narrowed to apply only to the federal
workplace.
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The recent Supreme Court decision on the RFRA also adds to the significance of this
event. As of now, the religious groups are divided as to the response to the Court's
decision (e.g., federal legislation, constitutional amendment, state RFRAs) and the
Administration has not yet taken a position on this subject. This event, however, will
allow you to stake out a position obviously supportive of religious liberty without entering
into the ongoing debate. First, it gives you an opportunity to announce publicly for the
first time that the Administration interprets RFRA as still being in force with respect to the
federal government (that is, that the Court's decision invalidated RFRA only to the extent
the Act applies to the states). Second, the event demonstrates that the Administration
remains committed to religious liberty issues. Third, the issuance of the Guidelines shows
that meaningful actions protecting religious liberty can be taken without the need of a
constitutional amendment.

Finally, the event will be truly ecumenical. Participants will include members of the
Chnistian Right, the secular left, religious moderates and federal officials.

PARTICIPANTS

re-bref participants:
Maria Echaveste, Charles Ruff, Ann Lewis, William Marshall, Elena Kagan

Event participants:

Vice President Gore, Secretary Richard Riley, Representatives Floyd Flake (D-NY) and
Ben Cardin (D-MD), 180 participants including diverse religious leaders, federal agency
general counsels and federal employee union representatives.

PRESS PLAN

Open press.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

To be provided by Social Office.

REMARKS

To be provided by Speechwriters.















































































































