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Summit of the Americas
Declaration of Principles

Partnership for Development and Prosperity:
Democracy, Free Trade
and Sustainable Development in the Americas

prosperity, democratic values and institutions, and security of our Hemisphere. For the

first time in history, the Americas are a community of democratic societies. Although
faced with differing development challenges, the Americas are united in pursuing prosperity
through open markets, hemispheric integration, and sustainable development. We are
determined to consolidate and advance closer bonds of cooperation and to transform our
aspirations into concrete realities.

The elected Heads of State and Government of the Americas are committed to advance the

We reiterate our firm adherence to the principles of international law and the purposes and
principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter and in the Charter of the Organization of
American States (OAS), including the principles of the sovereign equality of states, non-
intervention, self-determination, and the peaceful resolution of disputes. We recognize the:
heterogeneity and diversity of our resources and cultures, just as we are convinced that we can
advance our shared interests and values by building strong partnerships.

To Preserve and Strengthen the Community of Democracies of the Americas

The Charter of the OAS establishes that representative democracy is indispensable for the
stability, peace and development of the region. It is the sole political system which guarantees
respect for human rights and the rule of law; it safeguards cultural diversity, pluralism, respect
for the rights of minorities, and peace within and among nations. Democracy is based, among
‘other fundamentals, on free and transparent elections and includes the right of all citizens to
participate in government. Democracy and development reinforce one another.

We reaffirm our commitment to preserve and strengthen our democratic systems for the benefit
of all people of the Hemisphere. We will work through the appropriate bodies of the OAS to
strengthen democratic institutions and promote and defend constitutional democratic rule, in
accordance with the OAS Charter. We endorse OAS efforts to enhance peace and the
democratic, social, and economic stability of the region.

We recognize that our people earnestly seek greater responsiveness and efficiency from our
respective governments. Democracy is strengthened by the modernization of the state, including
reforms that streamline operations, reduce and simplify government rules and procedures, and



make democratic institutions more transparent and accountable. Deeming it essential that justice
should be accessible in an efficient and expeditious way to all sectors of society, we affirm that
an independent judiciary is a critical element of an effective legal system and lasting democracy.
Our ultimate goal is to better meet the needs of the population, especially the needs of women
and the most vulnerable groups, including indigenous people, the disabled, children, the aged,
and minorities.

Effective democracy requires a comprehensive attack on corruption as a factor of social
disintegration and distortion of the economic system that undermines the legitimacy of political
institutions.

Recognizing the pemicious effects of organized crime and illegal narcotics on our economies,
ethical values, public health, and the social fabric, we will join the battle against the
consumption, production, trafficking and distribution of illegal drugs, as well as against money
laundering and the illicit trafficking in arms and chemical precursors. We will also cooperate to
create viable alternative development strategies in those countries in which illicit crops are
grown. Cooperation should be extended to international and national programs aimed at curbing
the production, use and trafficking of illicit drugs and the rehabilitation of addicts.

We condemn terrorism in all its forms, and we will, using all legal means, combat terrorist acts
anywhere in the Americas with unity and vigor.

Recognizing the important contribution of individuals and associations in effective democratic
government and in the enhancement of cooperation among the people of the Hemisphere, we will
facilitate fuller participation of our people in political, economic and social activity, in
accordance with national legislation.

To Promote Prosperity Through Economic Integration
and Free Trade

Our continued economic progress depends on sound economic policies, sustainable development,
and dynamic private sectors. A key to prosperity is trade without barriers, without subsidies,
without unfair practices, and with an increasing stream of productive investments. Eliminating
impediments to market access for goods and services among our countries will foster our
economic growth. A growing world economy will also enhance our domestic prosperity. Free
trade and increased economic integration are key factors for raising standards of living,
improving the working conditions of people in the Americas and better protecting the
environment.

We, therefore, resolve to begin immediately to construct the “Free Trade Area of the Americas”
(FTAA), in which barriers to trade and investment will be progressively eliminated. We further
resolve to conclude the negotiation of the “Free Trade Area of the Americas” no later than 2005,
and agree that concrete progress toward the attainment of this objective will be made by the end
of this century. We recognize the progress that already has been realized through the unilateral




undertakings of each of our nations and the subregional trade arrangements in our Hemisphere.
We will build on existing subregional and bilateral arrangements in order to broaden and deepen
hemispheric economic integration and to bring the agreements together.

Aware that investment is the main engine for growth in the Hemisphere, we will encourage such
investment by cooperating to build more open, transparent and integrated markets. In this
regard, we are committed to create strengthened mechanisms that promote and protect the flow
of productive investment in the Hemisphere, and to promote the development and progressive
integration of capital markets.

To advance economic integration and free trade, we will work, with cooperation and financing
from the private sector and international financial institutions, to create a hemispheric
infrastructure. This process requires a cooperative effort in fields such as telecommunications,
energy and transportation, which will permit the efficient movement of the goods, services,
capital, information and technology that are the foundations of prosperity.

We recognize that despite the substantial progress in dealing with debt problems in the
Hemisphere, high foreign debt burdens still hinder the development of some of our countries.

- We recognize that economic integration and the creation of a free trade area will be complex
endeavors, particularly in view of the wide differences in the levels of development and size of
economies existing in our Hemisphere. We will remain cognizant of these differences as we
work toward economic integration in the Hemisphere. We look to our own resources, ingenuity,
and individual capacities as well as to the international community to help us achieve our goals.

To Eradicate Poverty And Discrimination In Our Hemisphere

It is politically intolerable and morally unacceptable that some segments of our populations are
marginalized and do not share fully in the benefits of growth. With an aim of attaining greater
social justice for all our people, we pledge to work individually and collectively to improve
access to quality education and primary health care and to eradicate extreme poverty and
illiteracy. The fruits of democratic stability and economic growth must be accessible to all,
without discrimination by race, gender, national origin or religious affiliation.

In observance of the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People, we will focus our
energies on improving the exercise of democratic rights and the access to social services by
indigenous people and their communities.

Aware that widely shared prosperity contributes to hemispheric stability, lasting peace and
democracy, we acknowledge our common interest in creating employment opportunities that
improve the incomes, wages and working conditions of all our people. We will invest in people
so that individuals throughout the Hemisphere have the opportunity to realize their full potential.



Strengthening the role of women in all aspects of political, social and economic life in our
countries is essential to reduce poverty and social inequalities and to enhance democracy and
sustainable development.

To Guarantee Sustainable Development and Conserve Our Natural
Environment for Future Generations

Social progress and economic prosperity can be sustained only if our people live in a healthy
environment and our ecosystems and natural resources are managed carefully and responsibly.
To advance and implement the commitments made at the 1992 United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, and the 1994 Global Conference on the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, held in Barbados, we will create
cooperative partnerships to strengthen our capacity to prevent and control pollution, to protect
ecosystems and use our biological resources on a sustainable basis, and to encourage clean,
efficient and sustainable energy production and use. To benefit future generations through
environmental conservation, including the rational use of our ecosystems, natural resources and
biological heritage, we will continue to pursue technological, financial and other forms of
cooperation.

We will advance our social well-being and economic prosperity in ways that are fully cognizant
of our impact on the environment. We agree to support the Central American Alliance for
Sustainable Development, which seeks to strengthen those democracies by promoting regional
economic and social prosperity and sound environmental management. In this context, we
support the convening of other regional meetings on sustainable development.

* % % %k %

for concrete results. In accord with the appended Plan of Action, and recognizing our
different national capabilities and our different legal systems, we pledge to implement
them without delay.

Our Declaration constitutes a comprehensive and mutually reinforcing set of commitments

We call upon the OAS and the Inter-American Development Bank to assist countries in
implementing our pledges, drawing significantly upon the Pan American Health Organization
and the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean as well as
sub-regional organizations for integration.

To give continuity to efforts fostering national political involvement, we will convene specific
high-level meetings to address, among others, topics such as trade and commerce, capital
markets, labor, energy, education, transportation, telecommunications, counter-narcotics and
other anti-crime initiatives, sustainable development, health, and science and technology.

To assure public engagement and commitment, we invite the cooperation and participation of the
private sector, labor, political parties, academic institutions and other non-governmental actors




and organizations in both our national and regional efforts, thus strengthening the partnership
between governments and society.

* k k Kk *

ur thirty-four nations share a fervent commitment to democratic practices, economic
integration, and social justice. Our people are better able than ever to express their
aspirations and to learn from one another. The conditions for hemispheric cooperation
are propitious. Therefore, on behalf of all our people, in whose name we affix our signatures to
this Declaration, we seize this historic opportunity to create a Partnership for Development and

Prosperity in the Americas.
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Summit of the Americas
Plan of Action

The heads of state and government participating in the 1994 Summit of the Americas in Miami,
Florida, desirous of furthering the broad objectives set forth in their Declaration of Principles and
mindful of the need for practical progress on the vital tasks of enhancing democracy, promoting
development, achieving economic integration and free trade, improving the lives of their people,
and protecting the natural environment for future generations, affirm their commitment to this
Plan of Action.

I. PRESERVING AND STRENGTHENING THE COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES
OF THE AMERICAS

1. Strengthening Democracy

The strengthening, effective exercise and consolidation of democracy constitute the central
political priority of the Americas. The Organization of American States (OAS) is the principal
hemispheric body for the defense of democratic values and institutions; among its essential
purposes is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect to the
principle of non-intervention. The OAS has adopted multilateral procedures to address the
problems created when democratic order has been interrupted unconstitutionally. In order to
prevent such crises, the OAS needs to direct more effort toward the promotion of democratic
values and practices and to the social and economic strengthening of already-established
democratic regimes.

Governments will:

e Give expeditioﬁs consideration to ratifying the Cartagena de Indias, Washington and
Managua Protocols to the OAS Charter, if they have not already done so.

e Strengthen the dialogue among social groups and foster grass roots participation in problem
solving at the local level.

e Support efforts by the OAS to promote democracy by:

0 Encouraging exchanges of election-related technologies and assisting national electoral
organizations, at the request of the interested state.

¢ Strengthening the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy so that it can provide assistance
at the request of the interested state on such matters as legislative and judicial processes,
government reforms (including administration of justice, technical modernization of



national legislative bodies, simplification of government regulations and promotion of .
participation by community organizations in local democracy), and other institutional

changes.

0 Encouraging opportunities for exchange of experiences among member states’
democratic institutions, particularly legislature-to-legislature and judiciary-to-judiciary.

0 Fostering understanding, dialogue and political reconciliation, at the request of the
affected state and bearing in mind that national reconciliation comes from within.

0 Requesting the OAS to promote and follow up on these commitments.
2. Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

Great progress has been made in the Hemisphere in the development of human rights concepts
and norms, but serious gaps in implementation remain. While courts ultimately have the
responsibility for enforcing legal rights and obligations, reforms in other institutions are needed
to contribute to the further development of a climate of respect for human rights. There must
also be universal access to justice and effective means to enforce basic rights. A democracy is
judged by the rights enjoyed by its least influential members.

Governments will;

e Give serious consideration to adherence to international human rights instruments to which
they are not already party.

e Cooperate fully with all United Nations and inter-American human rights bodies.

e Develop programs for the promotion and observance of human rights, including educational
programs to inform people of their legal rights and their responsibility to respect the rights of
others.

e Promote policies to ensure that women enjoy full and equal legal rights within their families
and societies, and to ensure the removal of constraints to women’s full participation as voters,
candidates and elected and appointed officials.

e Review and strengthen laws for the protection of the rights of minority groups and
indigenous people and communities to ensure freedom from discrimination, to guarantee full
and equal protection under the law, and to facilitate active civic participation. Support a
process to review and enhance the protection of indigenous rights in OAS member states and
to develop promptly an effective United Nations declaration on indigenous rights.
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Review national legisiation affecting people with disabilities, as well as benefits and services
for them, and make any changes needed to facilitate the enjoyment by these individuals of the
same rights and freedoms as other members of society.

Undertake all measures necessary to guarantee the rights of children, and, where they have
not already done so, give serious consideration to ratifying the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

Guarantee the protection of the human rights of all migrant workers and their families.

Take the necessary steps to remedy inhumane conditions in prisons and to minimize the
number of pretrial detainees.

Review training curricula for law enforcement agents to ensure that they adequately cover
proper treatment of suspects and detainees as well as relations with the community.

Exchange experiences on protection of human rights at the national level and, where
possible, cooperate in the development of law enforcement and security force training or
other programs to reduce the potential for human rights violations.

Call on the OAS and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to establish or to
reinforce programs, as appropriate, to support national projects for the promotion and
observance of human rights in the Western Hemisphere.

Further strengthen the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-Ainerican
Court of Human Rights.

. Invigorating Society/Community Participation

A strong and diverse civil society, organized in various ways and sectors, including individuals,
the private sector, labor, political parties, academics, and other non-governmental actors and
organizations, gives depth and durability to democracy. Similarly, a vigorous democracy
requires broad participation in public issues. Such activities should be carried out with complete
transparency and accountability, and to this end a proper legal and regulatory framework should
be established to include the possibility of obtaining technical and financial support, including
from private sources.

Governments will:

Review the regulatory framework for non-governmental actors with a view to facilitating
their operations and promoting their ability to receive funds. This review will emphasize the
management and oversight of resources as well as transparency and the accountability to
society of said actors. o




e Take steps to improve the participation in social activities and initiatives of groups .
traditionally marginalized, including women, youth, indigenous people and the extremely

poor.

¢ Exchange progress reports on activities in the civil society area at the 1996 Summit
Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia.

e Consider the development by the IDB of a new Civil Society Program to encourage
responsible and accountable philanthropy and civic engagement in public policy issues.

4. Promoting Cultural Values

Cultural development is a fundamental and integral component of development in the Americas
and has an inheren: capability to enrich our societies and to generate greater understanding
among our countries.

In order to promote cultural values, governments will:

e Encourage more dynamic relations among public and private institutions and organizations,
including universities, museums, and centers of art and literature, as well as among
individual cultural actors. Such exchanges emphasize our cultural diversity, recognize the
value of our local cultures and contribute to improving hemispheric understanding. .

e Request that the OAS and IDB reinforce their plans and programs to facilitate these cultural
exchanges and the flow of cultural and historical information within and among our nations.

5. Combating Corruption

The problem of corruption is now an issue of serious interest not only in this Hemisphere, but in
all regions of the world. Corruption in both the public and private sectors weakens democracy
and undermines the legitimacy of governments and institutions. The modernization of the state,
including deregulation, privatization and the simplification of government procedures, reduces
the opportunities for corruption. All aspects of public administration in a democracy must be
transparent and open to public scrutiny.

Governments will:

e Promote open discussion of the most significant problems facing government and develop
priorities for reforms needed to make government operations transparent and accountable.

¢ Ensure proper oversight of government functions by strengthening internal mechantsms,
including investigative and enforcement capacity with respect to acts of corruption, and .

facilitating public access to information necessary for meaningful outside review.



e Establish conflict of interest standards for public employees and effective measures against
illicit enrichment, including stiff penalties for those who utilize their public position to
benefit private interests.

e Call on the governments of the world to adopt and enforce measures against bribery in all
financial or commercial transactions with the Hemisphere; toward this end, invite the OAS to
establish liaison with the OECD Working Group on Bribery in International Business
Transactions.

e Develop mechanisms of cooperation in the judicial and banking areas to make possible rapid
and effective response in the international investigation of corruption cases.

e Give priority to strengthening government regulations and procurement, tax collection, the
administration of justice and the electoral and legislative processes, utilizing the support of
the IDB and other international financial institutions where appropriate.

e Develop within the OAS, with due regard to applicable treaties and national legislation, a
hemispheric approach to acts of corruption in both the public and private sectors that would
include extradition and prosecution of individuals so charged, through negotiation of a new
hemispheric agreement or new arrangements within existing frameworks for international
cooperation.

6. Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes

The problems of illegal drug and related criminal activities pose grave threats to the societies,
free market economies, and democratic institutions of the Hemisphere. Drug use imposes
enormous social costs; drug money and income are net drains on economic growth; and drug
lords and criminal organizations endanger the security of our people through corruption,
intimidation, and violence. While drug trafficking continues to be a significant source of illegal
funds, the money laundering industry increasingly deals with the proceeds of all types of
criminal activity. An integrated and balanced approach that includes respect for national

- sovereignty is essential to confront all aspects of these problems. For these reasons, a broad

coordinated hemispheric strategy to reduce drug use and production, including new enforcement
methods that can disrupt drug trafficking and money laundering networks and prosecute those
engaged in such activities, is required. In this context, governments note the work of the 1992
San Antonio Summit, endorse the efforts of the Inter-American Commission on Drug Abuse
Control, and agree to work together to formulate a counter-narcotics strategy for the 21st

Century.

Governments will:

e Ratify the 1988 United Nations Convention Against the Illicit Traffic of Narcotics and
Psychotropic Substances and make it a criminal offense to launder the proceeds of all serious
crimes.



Enact legislation to permit the freezing and forfeiture of the proceeds of money laundering
and consider the sharing of forfeited assets among governments.

As agreed by ministers and representatives of Caribbean and Latin American governments in
the Kingston Declaration, November 5-6, 1992, implement the recommendations of the
Caribbean Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering and work to adopt the Model
Regulations of the Inter-American Commission on Drug Abuse Control (CICAD).

Encourage financial institutions to report large and suspicious transactions to appropriate
authorities and develop effective procedures that would allow the collection of relevant
information from financial institutions.

Work individually and collectively to identify the region’s narcotics trafficking and money
laundering networks, prosecute their leaders, and seize assets derived from these criminal
activities.

Adopt programs to prevent and reduce the demand for and the consumption of illicit drugs.

Adopt effective and environmentally-sound national strategies to prevent or reduce
substantially the cultivation and processing of crops used for the illegal drug trade, paying
particular attention to national and international support for development programs that
create viable economic alternatives to drug production.

Pay particular attention to the control of precursor chemicals and support comprehensive
drug interdiction strategies.

Strengthen efforts to control firearms, ammunition, and explosives to avoid their diversion to
drug traffickers and criminal organizations.

Hold a working-level conference, to be followed by a ministerial conference, to study and
agree on a coordinated hemispheric response, including consideration of an inter-American
convention, to combat money laundering.

Convene a hemispheric-wide conference of donors, including multilateral development banks
and UN agencies, to seek resources for alternative development programs aimed at curbing

the production, trafficking, and use of illicit drugs, and the rehabilitation of addicts.

Support the discussion the OAS has initiated with the European Union on measures to
control precursor chemicals.

Support the convening of a global counter-narcotics conference.




. 7. Eliminating the Threat of National and International Terrorism

National and international terrorism constitute a systematic and deliberate violation of the rights
of individuals and an assault on democracy itself. Recent attacks that some of our countries have
suffered have demonstrated the serious threat that terrorism poses to security in the Americas.
Actions by governments to combat and eliminate this threat are essential elements in
guaranteeing law and order and maintaining confidence in government, both nationally and
internationally. Within this context, those who sponsor terrorist acts or assist in their planning or
execution through the abuse of diplomatic privileges and immunities or other means will be held
responsible by the international community.

Governments will:

e Promote bilateral and subregional agreements with the aim of prosecuting terrorists and
penalizing terrorist activities within the context of the protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

e Convene a special conference of the OAS on the prevention of terrorism.

e Reaffirm the importance of the extradition treaties ratified by the states of the Hemisphere,
and note that these treaties will be strictly complied with as an expression of the political will
' of governments, in accordance with international law and domestic legislation.

8. Building Mutual Confidence

The expansion and consolidation of democracy in the Americas provide an opportunity to build
upon the peaceful traditions and the cooperative relationships that have prevailed among the
countries of the Western Hemisphere. Our aim is to strengthen the mutual confidence that
contributes to the economic and social integration of our peoples.

Governments will:
o Support actions to encourage a regional dialogue to promote the strengthening of mutual
confidence, preparing the way for a regional conference on confidence-building measures in

1995, which Chile has offered to host.

I1. PROMOTING PROSPERITY THROUGH ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND FREE
TRADE '

9. Free Trade in the Americas

strong commitment to multilateral rules and disciplines. We endorse full and rapid

‘ 1) While pursuing economic integration and free trade in the Hemisphere, we reinforce our
implementation of the Uruguay Round, active multilateral negotiations in the World Trade



Organization, bilateral and subregional trade agreements, and other trade arrangements that are ‘
consistent with the provisions of the GATT/WTO and that do not raise barriers to other nations.

2) Extraordinary achievements have been made by countries of the Hemisphere in trade
liberalization and subregional integration. Free trade and increased economic integration are key
factors for sustainable development. This will be furthered as we strive to make our trade
liberalization and environmental policies mutually supportive, taking into account efforts
undertaken by the GATT/WTO and other international organizations. As economic integration
in the Hemisphere proceeds, we will further secure the observance and promotion of worker
rights, as defined by appropriate international conventions. We will avoid disguised restrictions
on trade, in accordance with the GATT/WTO and other international obligations.

3) We will strive to maximize market openness through high levels of discipline as we build
upon existing agreements in the Hemisphere. We also will strive for balanced and
comprehensive agreements, including among others: tariffs and non-tariff barriers affecting trade
in goods and services; agriculture; subsidies; investment; intellectual property rights; government
procurement; technical barriers to trade; safeguards; rules of origin; antidumping and
countervailing duties; sanitary and phytosanitary standards and procedures; dispute resolution;
and competition policy.

4) We recognize that decisions on trade agreements remain a sovereign right of each nation. In
addition, recognizing the importance of effective enforcement of international commitments,
each nation will take the necessary action, in accordance with its own legislation and procedures,
to implement the agreements in the areas covered by this Plan of Action.

5) As we work to achieve the “Free Trade Area of the Americas,” opportunities such as technical
assistance will be provided to facilitate the integration of the smaller economies and increase
their level of development.

I i ion Azend

 We direct our ministers responsible for trade to take the following concrete initial steps to
achieve the “Free Trade Area of the Americas.”

6) With the objective of ensuring full and complete discussion among the parties to the various
trade agreements in the Hemisphere, we direct that meetings be held under existing trade and
investment fora. Members of these fora will determine areas of commonality and divergence in
the particular agreements under review and should consider the means of improving disciplines
among them and bringing them together. We further direct that members of these fora inform
ministers of the status of their discussions and make recommendations for achieving the “Free
Trade Area of the Americas.”

7) Transparency in, and a clear understanding of, the subregional and bilateral agreements
achieved to date among the nations in the Hemisphere are critical for advancing trade and
investment integration in the Americas. We will direct the OAS Special Committee on Trade,




with the support of the IDB, ECLAC, and other specialized regional and subregional
organizations, to assist in the systematization of data in the region and to continue its work on
studying economic integration arrangements in the Hemisphere, including brief comparative
descriptions of the obligations in each of the Hemisphere’s existing trade agreements. We will
further direct the Special Committee on Trade to prepare a report of its work by June 1995 for
the meeting of ministers.

8) We direct our ministers responsible for trade to: (a) review the progress of work undertaken in
the fora noted in paragraphs 6 and 7; (b) provide guidance with respect to further work; and (c)
consider areas for immediate attention--such as customs facilitation and product testing and
certification with a view to mutual recognition agreements--that could be taken up in the
appropriate fora.

9) Therefore, today we launch the “Free Trade Area of the Americas” by initiating the following
process. We will direct the OAS to assist the host country in arranging the ministerial meetings.

January 1995 o Initiation of work programs and establishment of schedules
in the fora in paragraph 6 and in the Special Committee on
Trade.

June 1995 o Meeting of Ministers responsible for trade.

- preliminary report on status of work in the fora
described in paragraph 6.

- preliminary Special Committee on Trade report.
- areas for immediate consideration.
March 1996 o Meeting of Ministers responsible for trade.

-- final report to ministers by the Special Committee
on Trade.

-- final reports to ministers from the fora described in
paragraph 6.

-- timetable for further work.
10. Capital Markets Development and Liberalization
The availability of capital at competitive rates is essential to finance private sector investment--a

vital ingredient in economic development. Developing, liberalizing and integrating financial
markets domestically and internationally, increasing transparency, and establishing sound,



comparable supervision and regulation of banking and securities markets will help to reduce the
cost of capital by enhancing investor and depositor confidence.

Governments will:

e Form a Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues to examine steps to promote the
liberalization of capital movements and the progressive integration of capital markets,
including, if deemed appropriate, the negotiation of common guidelines on capital
movements that would provide for their progressive liberalization.

o Prepare, in cooperation with the Inter-American Development Bank, a comprehensive list of
national capital regulations in order to promote transparency and support the discussions in
the Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues.

e Support the cooperative endeavors of the Association of Latin American and Caribbean Bank
Supervisors and the Council of Securities Regulators of the Americas to provide sound
supervision and regulation that support the development and progressive integration of
markets.

The Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues should also review problems of debt in the
Hemisphere, taking account of ongoing work and drawing, as appropriate, on a broad range of
expertise.

11. Hemispheric Infrastructure

Development in this Hemisphere depends on urgent infrastructure measures, including the
priority allocation of financial resources, in accordance with national legislation and with the
participation of both the public and private sectors. Strengthening the flow of private productive
capital to economically and environmentally sound projects has become increasingly vital to
countries throughout the Hemisphere as the growth of official sources of capital has failed to
keep pace with the area’s needs.

Governments will:

e Charge multilateral development banks to work with governments and, as appropriate,
private concerns, to develop mechanisms to deal with lending and investment issues.

e Draw on other regional and sub-regional experiences within the Hemisphere to support
infrastructure development.

e Governments that so wish will develop suitable mechanisms, including multilateral and
bilateral commitments on regulatory and legal rules and practices, to encourage private
investment, both domestic and foreign, in national and transboundary infrastructure projects.




‘ 12. Energy Cooperation*

The nations of the Hemisphere have begun a new era of economic growth. This new era is based
on greater economic cooperation, freer trade, and open markets. Sustainable economic
development requires hemispheric cooperation in the field of energy.

Governments will:

e Convene a follow-up hemispheric officials’ meeting in the first semester of 1995 to
encourage cooperation to study ways to develop the energy industry within the Hemisphere,
consistent with the least cost national energy strategies and the activities described in the
“Partnership for Sustainable Energy use” in the following areas:

0 Consideration of ways to use the energy sector to promote sustainable economic
growth.

0 Cooperation to study ways to optimize and facilitate the financing mechanisms of
international financial institutions to support the development of projects in the
energy sector, especially including those pertaining to the enhancement of efficiency
in the use of energy and to non-conventional renewable energy.

. 0 Cooperation to promote capital investment and to foster the use of innovative
financial mechanisms to increase investment in the energy sector and the
enhancement of efficiency in the use of energy and non-conventional renewable
energy, in accordance with each country’s legislation and developmental needs.

0 Promotion of the use of efficient and non-polluting energy technologies, both
conventional and renewable, leading to a higher degree of knowledge and technical
expertise in this area.

0 Consideration of the enhancement of ongoing efforts to establish electric and other
energy facilities in accordance with domestic regulatory frameworks and, where
appropriate, under sub-regional agreements.

* This initiative is integrally linked with the Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use item.
13. Telecommunications and Informatipn Infrastructure

A country’s information infrastructure--telecommunications, information technology, and
broadcasting--is an essential component of political, economic, social and cultural development.
The information infrastructure development needs in the Americas are immense. The
governments of the Americas intend to meet these needs by engaging in multiple actions, where
consistent with their respective governing laws, such as: encouraging private sector investment to
increase participation in the telecommunications and information infrastructure sectors;



promoting competition; implementing flexible regulatory regimes; stimulating diversity of .
content, including cultural and linguistic diversity; providing access to information networks for

service and information providers; and ensuring universal service, so that the benefits of the

information infrastructure will be available to all members of our societies.

Governments will:

e Engage in ongoing discussions at the international level of the actions referred to above and
endeavor to take those actions in their own countries, taking account of domestic conditions

and circumstances.

e Undertake efforts to make government information more publicly available via electronic
means.

e Review the availability and interoperability of connections to international networks that
facilitate trade, improve education and improve access to health care.

e Encourage major universities, libraries, hospitals and government agencies to have access to
these networks, building on the work of the OAS Hemisphere-Wide Inter-University
Scientific and Technological Information Network.

e Viathe OAS Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL), and in
coordination with the sub-regional telecommunications organizations, develop and carry out
a work program to: '

¢ Evaluate regulatory, technical and legal means to promote liberalization, common
standards, interoperability of networks and compatible use of the radio spectrum.

0 Examine ways to promote greater consistency of the certification processes for
telecommunications equipment among member countries.

0 Develop regional guidelines for the provision of international value-added network
services.

e Support a meeting by 1996, coordinated by CITEL, of senior telecommunications officials to
conduct further discussions of the above actions.

14. Cooperation in Science and Technology

There is a need to re-assess the on-going interaction among the region’s science and technology
(S&T) infrastructure and cooperative mechanisms; to provide impetus for improved cooperation;
to reduce barriers to collaboration; to augment the demand for technology; and to disseminate

information about technological opportunities using new advances in information technology;




. and generally to improve communications among the key S&T organizations, researchers in the
region, and growing technology-based small and medium-sized enterprises.

The commitment of the countries of the Americas to non-proliferation has gained new
momentum with the acceptance of the international safeguard regime by some of our countries.
The outstanding progress achieved in this field is to be commended and should contribute to
enhanced opportunities for cooperation in the area of advanced goods and technologies.

Governments will:

¢ Convene a meeting of ministers responsible for science and technology in the Hemisphere
within the next year to assess progress and to promote the Bolivar Programme and the OAS
Common Market of Scientific and Technological Knowledge (MERCOCYT) program, to
provide the necessary support to improve scientific partnerships and technological ventures
in the region, and to explore the possibility of establishing a council on science and
technology.

e Use existing multilateral mechanisms in the region to address a wide number of common
S&T interests, including enhanced professional technical training, development and
implementation of national policies and regional programs, dissemination and
standardization of science and technology (including metrology and other technical norms),
environmental technology development, and more effective partnerships to promote learning
. and competitiveness.

e Stimulate greater S&T interaction in the Hemisphere and support efforts already undertaken
in other fora, including the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research, and the
International Research Institute for Climate Prediction. Governments will serve to advance
and communicate new initiatives such as the Global Learning and Observations to Benefit
the Environment (GLOBE) program.

¢ Confirm their interest in participating in new initiatives driven by a demand from private
sector and non-government interests in technological opportunities.

e Confirm their national commitments to share S&T information with others in the
Hemisphere, in accord with their respective laws, and to expand cooperation in scientific and
environmental research.

15. Tourism

Tourism is important to our economies and valuable in promoting understanding among the
people of the Americas.

. Governments will;



e Undertake initiatives to stimulate tourism in the Hemisphere. .
III. ERADICATING POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION IN OUR HEMISPHERE

Large segments of society in our Hemisphere, particularly women, minorities, the disabled,
indigenous groups, refugees and displaced persons, have not been equipped to participate fully in
economic life. Nearly one-half of the Hemisphere’s population still lives in poverty. Expanded
participation of the poor in the region’s economies, access to productive resources, appropriate
support for social safety nets and increased human capital investments are important mechanisms
to help eradicate poverty. In pursuit of these objectives, we reaffirm our support for the
strategies contained within the “Commitment on a Partnership for Development and Struggle to
Overcome Extreme Poverty” adopted by the OAS General Assembly.

The World Summit for Social Development to be held in Copenhagen in March 1995, as well as
the United Nations World Conference on Women in Beijing in September 1995, will provide
unique opportunities to define strategies to promote social integration, productive employment
and the eradication of poverty.

16. Universal Access to Education
Universal literacy and access to education at all levels, without distinction by race, national

origin or gender, are an indispensable basis for sustainable social and cultural development,
economic growth and democratic stability.

Governments will;

¢ Guarantee universal access to quality primary education, working with public and private
sectors and non-governmental actors, and with the support of multinational institutions. In
particular, governments will seek to attain by the year 2010 a primary completion rate of 100
per cent and a secondary enrollment rate of at least 75 per cent, and to prepare programs to
eradicate illiteracy, prevent truancy and improve human resources training.

¢ Promote, with the support of international financial institutions and the private sector, worker
professional training as well as adult education, incorporating efforts to make such education
more relevant to the needs of the market and employers.

e Improve human resources training, and technical, professional and teacher training, which are
vital for the enhancement of quality and equity of education within the Hemisphere.

e Increase access to and strengthen the quality of higher education and promote cooperation
among such institutions in producing the scientific and technological knowledge that is

necessary for sustainable development. .




e Support strategies to overcome nutritional deficiencies of primary school children in order to
enhance their learning ability.

e Support decentralization including assurance of adequate financing and broad participation
by parents, educators, community leaders and government officials in education decision-
making.

e Review existing regional and hemispheric training programs and make them more responsive
to current needs.

e Create a hemispheric partnership, working through existing organizations, to provide a
consultative forum for governments, non-governmental actors, the business community,
donors, and international organizations to reform educational policies and focus resources
more efficiently.

e Urge the March 1995 World Summit for Social Development and the September 1995 Fourth
World Conference on Women to address the issue of universal access to education.

17. Equitable Access to Basic Health Services

Despite impressive gains in the Hemisphere, limitations on health services access and quality
have resulted in persistently high child and maternal mortality, particularly among the rural poor
and indigenous groups.

Governments will:

e Endorse the maternal and child health objectives of the 1990 World Summit for Children, the
1994 Narifio Accord and the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development,
and reaffirm their commitment to reduce child mortality by one-third and maternal mortality
by one-half from 1990 levels by the year 2000.

e Endorse a basic package of clinical, preventive and public health services consistent with
World Health Organization, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and World Bank
recommendations and with the Program of Action agreed to at the 1994 International
Conference on Population and Development. The package will address child, maternal and
reproductive health interventions, including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, family
planning information and services, and HIV/AIDS prevention, as well as immunizations and
programs combating the other major causes of infant mortality. The plans and programs will
be developed according to a mechanism to be decided upon by each country.

e Develop or update country action plans or programs for reforms to achieve child, maternal
and reproductive health goals and ensure universal, non-discriminatory access to basic
services, including health education and preventive health care programs. The plans and
programs will be developed according to a mechanism to be decided upon by each country.



Reforms would encompass essential community-based services for the poor, the disabled, .
and indigenous groups; stronger public health infrastructure; alternative means of financing,

managing and providing services; quality assurance; and greater use of non-governmental

actors and organizations.

Strengthen the existing Inter-American Network on Health Economics and Financing, which
serves as an international forum for sharing technical expertise, information and experience,
to focus on health reform efforts. The network gathers government officials, representatives
of the private sector, non-governmental institutions and actors, donors and scholars for policy
discussions, analysis, training and other activities to advance reform; strengthens national
capabilities in this critical area; and fosters Hemisphere-wide cooperation.

Convene a special meeting of hemispheric governments with interested donors and
international technical agencies to be hosted by the IDB, the World Bank and PAHO to
establish the framework for health reform mechanisms, to define PAHO's role in monitoring
the regional implementation of country plans and programs, and to plan strengthening of the
network, including the cosponsors' contributions to it.

Take the opportunity of the annual PAHO Directing Council Meeting of Western
Hemisphere Ministers of Health, with participation of the IDB and donors, to develop a
program to combat endemic and communicable diseases as well as a program to prevent the
spread of HIV/AIDS, and to identify sources of funding. ‘

Urge the March 1995 World Summit for Social Development and the September 1995 Fourth
World Conference on Women to address the issue of access to health services.

18. Strengthening the Role of Women in Society

The strengthening of the role of women in society is of fundamental importance not only for their
own complete fulfillment within a framework of equality and faimess, but to achieve true
sustainable development. It is essential to strengthen policies and programs that improve and
broaden the participation of women in all spheres of political, social, and economic life and that
improve their access to the basic resources needed for the full exercise of their fundamental rights.
Attending to the needs of women means, to a great extent, contributing to the reduction of poverty
and social inequalities.

Governments will:

Recognize and give full respect for all rights of women as an essential condition for their
development as individuals and for the creation of a more just, united and peaceful society. For
that purpose, policies to ensure that women enjoy full legal and civil rights protection will be
promoted.




Include a gender focus in development planning and cooperation projects and promote the
fulfillment of women’s potential, enhancing their productivity through education, training, skill
development and employment.

Promote the participation of women in the decision-making process in all spheres of political,

~ social and economic life.

Undertake appropriate measures to address and reduce violence against women.

Adopt appropriate measures to improve women’s ability to earn income beyond traditional
occupations, achieve economic self-reliance, and ensure women’s equal access to the labor
market at all employment levels, the social security systems, the credit system, and the
acquisition of goods and land.

Cooperate fully with the recently-appointed Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women,
its Causes and Consequences, of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

Support and actively work to secure the success of the United Nations World Conference on
Women that will take place in Beijing in September 1995.

Encourage, as appropriate, ratification and compliance with the International Convention on the
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Inter-American
Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women.

Further strengthen the Inter-American Commission on Women.
Call upon regional and international financial and technical organizations to intensify their

programs in favor of women. Encourage the adoption of follow-up procedures on the national
and international measures included in this Plan of Action.

19. Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses

Microenterprises and small businesses account for a large percentage of the employment of the
poor, particularly women, and contribute a considerable percentage of the gross domestic product
of our countries. Strengthened support for microenterprises and small businesses is a key
component of sustainable and equitable development.

Govermnments will:

Further pursue or initiate programs of deregulation and administrative simplification.

Increase efforts to enable enterprises to obtain information on appropriate technologies
(especially those that are environmentally sound), markets, processes, raw materials and
management systems that will permit them to be more competitive in the global economy.



Develop programs of financial deregulation to reduce costs in credit transactions and
strengthen the institutional capacity of the financial sector servicing microenterprises and
small businesses, and encourage the active participation by multilateral and bilateral
agencies, development banks, commercial banks and other intermediary credit organizations,
consistent with strict performance standards.

Strengthen the institutions and programs that supply services and facilitate access to training
and technical assistance to make possible this sector’s participation in the global economy
through export of its products and services.

Encourage cooperation among businesses in this sector to enable them to benefit from the
advantages of economies of scale without losing their distinctive characteristics.

Promote the strengthening of relations among the public, private and mixed (public/private)
institutions that support the microenterprise and small business sector through programs of
information, training, technical assistance, financing and association-building, enabling this
sector to thrive over the long term.

Recommend to the multilateral development organizations, especially the World Bank and
the IDB, the establishment or fortification of funds and other mechanisms to support
microenterprises and small businesses.

20. White Helmets—Emergency and Development Corps

The “White Helmets Initiative” is based on the conviction that a concerted international effort of
developing and developed countries can facilitate the eradication of poverty and strengthen the
humanitarian rapid response capability of the international community to emergency
humanitarian, social and developmental needs.

The countries of the Americas could pioneer this initiative through the creation of national corps
of volunteers that could respond to calls from other countries in the region. These national corps
could eventually be put at the disposal of the United Nations.

Governments will on a voluntary basis:

Establish, organize and finance a corps of volunteers to work at the national level and, at the
same time, be at the disposal of other countries of the Hemisphere and, eventually, the United
Nations system, on a stand-by basis, for prevention, relief, rehabilitation, technical, social and
development cooperatjon, with the aim to reduce the effects of natural disasters, social and
developmental needs and emergencies.

Through the creation of a national corps of volunteers, be responsible for the following:




0 Selection and training of its national volunteer corps;

0 Financing of its national corps of volunteers, encouraging the involvement of the private
sector; '

0 Preparedness to send specialized volunteers, on short notice and at the request of the
United Nations, to cope with situations generated by or to prevent the effects of natural
disasters and humanitarian emergencies.

o Contribute to the formation of this corps and invite private enterprises, foundations and
regional financial institutions to do so.

o Contribute to the development of an international roster of volunteers to be maintained in a
master plan in the United Nations to be drawn upon to complement the activities of existing
UN mechanisms. The IDB, OAS, and PAHO should be invited to participate and assist in
developing this corps.

IV. GUARANTEEING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVING OUR
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

21. Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use*

Consistent with Agenda 21 and the Framework Convention on Climate Change, sustainable
energy development and use promote economic development and address environmental
concerns. Governments and the private sector should promote increased access to reliable, clean,
and least cost energy services through activities and projects that meet economic, social, and
environmental requirements within the context of national sustainable development goals and
national legal frameworks.

Governments will:

e Pursue, in accordance with national legislation, least cost national energy strategies that
consider all options, including energy efficiency, non-conventional renewable energy (i.e.,
solar, wind, geothermal, small hydro, and biomass), and conventional energy resources.

o Emphasize market-oriented pricing, which discourages wasteful energy use.

e Identify for priority financing and development at least one economically viable project in

each of the following areas: non-conventional renewable energy, energy efficiency, and clean
conventional energy.




e Promote, in cooperation with the private sector and rural and isolated communities, rural .
electrification programs which take into account where appropriate the utilization of
renewable energy sources, in accordance with the domestic regulatory framework.

e Seek to ratify and begin implementation of the provisions of the Framework Convention on
Climate Change which entered into force on March 21, 1994,

¢ Encourage the World Bank and IDB to increase promptly and substantially, as a portion of
energy lending, financing of projects in energy efficiency and renewable energy and
financing to improve the environmental sustainability of conventional energy sources, in
accordance with economic rationality.

e (Call on the multilateral financial institutions and other public and private financial
institutions to finance regional and national programs in support of this action plan, such as
training and exchange programs as well as technology cooperation, in accordance with the
needs and conditions of receiving countries.

e Assist with coordination and technical cooperation between countries, using existing regional
organizations, including project identification and implementation, training programs, and
personnel and information exchanges to increase capacity.

e Promote the identification and implementation of private sector projects that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

o Convene a Sustainable Energy Symposium in the first half of 1995 to discuss follow-up
activities relative to this initiative. In the spirit of cooperation countries will share their
experiences and discuss progress on implementing this action plan.

*This initiative is integrally linked with the Energy Cooperation item.
22. Partnership for Biodiversity

Our Hemisphere contains over half the world's biodiversity. To sustain the Hemisphere's social
and economic development, we must intensify efforts to understand, assess, and sustainably use
this living resource base. We must act now to increase the technical and management capacity
and public awareness of national and international efforts in this area. Agenda 21, the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and other related international instruments recognize these
needs and call for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity resources.

Governments will:

e Seck to ensure that strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity are
integrated into relevant economic development activities including forestry, agriculture, and
coastal zone management, taking into account the social dimension and impact of these
activities.




e Develop and implement the policies, techniques, and programs to assess, conserve, and
sustainably use terrestrial, marine, and coastal biodiversity resources.

e Seek to ratify the Convention on Biological Diversity and pursue opportunities for
collaboration under it, and, as appropriate, other international and regional environmental
instruments.

e Support democratic governmental mechanisms to engage public participation, particularly
including members of indigenous communities and other affected groups, in the development
of policy involving conservation and sustainable use of natural environments. The forms of
this participation should be defined by each individual country.

e Develop national plans and programs to establish and strengthen the management of parks
and reserves, seeking links to economic, social, and ecological benefits for local people.

¢ Build capacity for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, through programs on
management of parks and protected areas, forests and wetlands management, the Small
Islands Developing States Action Plan, the Coral Reef Initiative, CITES support projects, and
the Caribbean Regional Marine Pollution Action Plan, among others.

e Launch a “Decade of Discovery” to promote hemispheric technical and scientific cooperation
and to facilitate the exchange of information relevant to the conservation and sustainable use
of biological diversity.

e Increase support of training and education initiatives addressing sustainable use of
biodiversity resources and foster activities by universities, non-governmental actors and
organizations and the private sector to assist in the training of managers and to empower
local communities.

e Call on multilateral financial institutions, including the IDB and the Global Environment
Facility, to support eligible regional and national projects.

¢ Discuss progress on implementation of national and international activities described above
at the 1996 Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia, and at subsequent
annual sustainable development ministerials.

23. Partnership for Pollution Prevention

As recognized in Agenda 21, sound environmental management is an essential element of
sustainable development. Cooperative efforts are needed to develop or improve, in accordance
with national legislation and relevant international instruments: (1) frameworks for environment
protection; and (2) mechanisms for implementing and enforcing environmental regulations. To
achieve this goal, a new partnership will promote cooperative activities for developing
environmental policies, laws, and institutions; increasing technical capacity; promoting public



awareness and public participation; continuing to pursue technological, financial and other forms ‘
of cooperation; and facilitating information exchange, including on environmentally sound

technologies. The activities of the partnership will build on and advance the implementation of
international agreements and principles including those agreed to at the 1992 United Nations

Conference on Environment and Development and the 1994 Global Conference on the

Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, in areas identified as priorities by

countries of the Hemisphere.

Governments will:

e Strengthen and build technical and institutional capacity to address environmental priorities
such as pesticides, lead contamination, pollution prevention, risk reduction, waste and
sanitation issues, improved water and air quality, access to safe drinking water, urban
environmental problems, and to promote public participation and awareness.

e Develop and implement national action plans to phase out lead in gasoline.
e Strengthen national environmental protection frameworks and mechanisms for

implementation and enforcement, and include sustainability criteria and objectives in national
and other development strategies.

¢ Undertake national consultations to identify priorities for possible international collaboration. .

e Support democratic governmental mechanisms to engage public participation, particularly
from members of indigenous and other affected communities, in the consideration of policies
regarding the environmental impact of development projects and the design and enforcement
of environmental laws.

e Convene a meeting of technical experts, designated by each interested country, to develop a
framework for cooperative partnership, building on existing institutions and networks to
identify priority projects. These projects will initially focus on (1) the health and
environmental problems associated with the misuse of pesticides, and (2) the impacts of lead
contamination from gasoline and other sources. Subsequent activities could address waste,
air, water quality, marine pollution from ships and other sources, and problems associated
with urbanization.

¢ Promote the participation of organizations, such as the IDB, MIF, the World Bank, PAHO,
the OAS, and non-governmental actots and organizations, as appropriate, to finance, develop
and implement priority projects.

e Develop environmental policies and laws with the goal of ensuring that economic integration
of the region occurs in an environmentally sustainable manner.




Establish mechanisms for cooperation among government agencies, including in the legal
and enforcement areas, to facilitate environmental information exchange, technology
cooperation and capacity-building.

Develop compatible environmental laws and regulations, at high levels of environmental
protection, and promote the implementation of international environmental agreements.

Discuss progress on implementation of international and national activities described above
at the 1996 Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia and at subsequent
annual sustainable development ministerials.




Appendix

The primary responsibility for implementing this Plan of Action falls to governments,
individually and collectively, with participation of all elements of our civil societies.

Existing organizations or institutions are called upon to implement the package of initiatives that
has emerged from this Summit of the Americas. In many instances we have proposed that
specific issues be examined by meetings of ministers, senior officials or experts. We are also
proposing that some of these initiatives be carried out in partnerships between the public and
private sector. Wanting to benefit from existing hemispheric mechanisms, and considering the
various proposals included in this Plan of Action, we offer the following recommendations,
which shall not impede any government from approaching other institutions not cited herein, as

appropriate.

I. Principal Initiatives in Which International Organizations and Institutions Will Be
Involved

A) The OAS will have a paramount role in following up on the various decisions of this Summit
meeting. Regarding the Plan of Action, the OAS has a particularly important supporting role in
connection with the following:

o Strengthening Democracy

Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

¢ Combating Corruption

o Eliminating the Threat of National and International Terrorism

¢ Building Mutual Confidence

e Free Trade in the Americas

. Telecémmunications and Information Infrastructure

The Action Plan also envisages roles for the OAS in the following areas:
e Promoting Cultural Values

e Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes

e Cooperation in Science and Technology

e Strengthening the Role of Women in Society




Partnership for Pollution Prevention

B) We call on the Inter-American Development Bank to support the activities specified in this
Plan of Action. The policies agreed in the recently completed augmentation of its capital and
replenishment of the Fund for Special Operations already move in the directions identified and
should receive special emphasis. The IDB has a particularly important role in connection with
the following:

Universal Access to Education

Equitable Access to Basic Health Services
Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses
Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use

Partnership for Biodiversity

Partnership for Pollution Prevention

‘ In addition, the Action Plan envisages roles for the IDB and its affiliates in the following areas:

Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

Invigorating Society/Community Participation

Promoting Cultural Values

Combating Corruption

Combeating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes
Free Trade in the Americas

Capital Markets Development and Liberalization
Hemispheric Infrastructure

Cooperation in Science and Technology

White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps




C) Other international organizations, notably ECLAC and PAHO in the Hemisphere, as well as
the World Bank and all agencies of the UN system active in the Hemisphere, are called upon to
assist in the implementation of the action items where appropriate.

II. High-Level Meetings

The following high level meetings and conferences are called for to carry out the mandates
emanating from the Summit:

e Summit Conference on Sustainable Development (Bolivia, 1996) with follow-on Annual
Ministerials

¢ Ministerial Conference on Combating Money Laundering (preceded by working level
meeting)

» Conference of Donors for Alternative Development Programs to Curb Narcotics Trafficking
¢ Global Counter-Narcotics Conference
e Special OAS Conference on Combating Terrorism

o Regional Conference on Confidence-Building Measures (Chile, 1995)

e Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Trade (June 1995, March 1996)

e Meeting of Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues

e Hemispheric Meeting on Development of Energy Industries (first semester 1995)
e Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Science and Technology (1995)

e Meeting Between Governments and Donors/Technical Agencies to Establish Health Reform
Mechanisms

¢ Sustainable Energy Symposium (first half of 1995)
III. Initiatives in Which Public and Private Sector Partnerships Play an Important Role
e Strengthening Democracy

e Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

e Invigorating Society/Community Participation



Promoting Cultural Values

Combating Corruption

Hemispheric Infrastructure

Cooperation in Science and Technology

Universal Access to Education

Equitable Access to Basic Health Se;rvices

~ Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses
White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps
Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use

Partnership for Biodiversity

Partnership for Pollution Prevention
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AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

OFFICE OF CENTRAL AMERICAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20523

FACSTMILE COVER SHEET

DATE: September 9, 1997
TO: Nicole Rabner

OFFICE: OFL
FAX NO.: 202-456-6244
PHONE: 202-456-6266

S8UBJECT: Seventh Conference of Spouses of Heads of State/Government
Panama, Oct 8-9, 1997

FROM: Liliana Ayalde, LAC/CEN
PHONE: (202) 647-9549

FAX NO.: (202) 647-0102

COMMENTS 5
Nicole:

Attached is the short summary on IDB's Women's Leadership Program that
I told you I had. As you can tell it is not much information but it
gives us an idea what Nancy Birdsall will be anouncing.

Talk ko . you soon.

Li
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WoMEN 1N IVELOMPMENT

PROGRAM FOR THE Surpporr oF WoMEN'S
LEaDERSHIP & REPRESENTATION

The Program for
the Support of
Women's
Leadership and
Representation is
an initiative of the
Inter-American
Development
Bank (1DB), with
the collaboration
of UNIFEM,
UNICEF, UNDP,
OAS/CIM, and
the Coordination
of Latin American
and GCanbbean
NGOQOs. The
purpese of the
Program is to
contribute to the
Increase of
women'’s citizen
participation and
thair access to
leadership
positions in public
and civic life in
the countries of
Latin America
and the
Caribbsan.

Recent
democratic
frends in the
region have
made it
increasingly
possible for
women to
assume more
prominent roles
in government
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and civil society
at many levels
and with
considerable
impact. Despite
these inroads,
women continue
to face obstacles
in their efforts to
increase their
paticipation in
policy making
bodies at the
community, local,
national, regional,
and international
levals.

To date, the DB
has committed
US$3.5 million
and the
Norwegian
Govemment has
contributed
another
US$500,000 for
the three-year
duration of this
regiona) Program.
The partner
agencies
involved in this
undertaking are
currently
considering the
possibility of
contributing to
the Program by
sharing travel
costs, leveraging
matching funds
for projects it
finances, and
participating in
the monitoring,
promotion, and
fund-raising
effons.

Additional donor
agencies,
foundations. and

202 647 B1A2
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corporations are
also being
identified as
possible partners
that could help
expand the
financial base of
the Program. A
long-term
fundraising
strategy is being
developed to
ensure sustained
funding for the
futura and the
eventual
independence of
the Program.

Basi¢ institutional
structure of the
Program will
consist of an
Execution Unit

located atthe IDB

Headquarters,
which will be
responsible for
the overall
administration of
the Program; a
Council, which
will mzake final
funding
recommendations
in fight of
established
guidelines and
criteria; and an
Advisory
Network, whose
members will be
drawn from the
1DB field offices,
partner agencies,
and locally based
NGOs, civic
organizations,
and institutions
throughout the
LAC region.

N = A
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wnee in
operation, the
Program will
respond to
requests for
funds with

* application,
review, selaction,
monitoring, and
evalyation
procedures which
engaurage sound
decision-making
in a timely
manner. Main
areas to be
considered for
funding by the
Program will
include
leadership skills
training, young
women's
leadership,
coalition building,
logislative reform,
public education,
palicy influence,
research, and
others. An
importarmt
component of this
initiative will be
the dissemination
of information to
the public, the
pantners, and the
donor community
on the Program's
activities, best
practices, and
lessons leamed,

The Program will
finalty seek to
facilitate links
among women
involved at all
levels of public
lfe, to foster
effactive ragional
networks, and to
enhanna the
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institutional
capability of
selected
organizations that
work to promote
women's
leadership it the
region. ltis
expected that the
Program will
become
operational in the
Summer of 1997.
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SIXTH CONFERENCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF S'I_‘ATE AND
‘GOVERNMENT OF THE AMER]CAS '

DECLARATION OF LA PAZ

"WE, THE WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS AND
REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENTS, MEETING IN THE CITY OF LA PAZ BETWEEN 3
AND 6 DECEMBER, 1966, WITH THE PURPOSE OF ANALYZING “THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN

 AND CHILDREN WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT”
AND IN AGREEING UPON ACTIONS, INSPIRED IN DIALOGUE, SOLIDARITY AND MUTUAL
RESPECT, SUBSCRIBE TO THE FOLLOWING DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES: :

1. WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE SUBJECTS OF SOCIAL POLICIES SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN
AN ORGANIZED AND ACTIVE MANNER IN THE .PLANNING, IMPLEMENTATION AND =
“FOLLOW-UP OF ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND:SOCIAL ACTIVITIES SO THAT EVERYONE -
MAY DEVELOP TO THEIR MAXIMUM POTENTIAL IN ORDER TO ASSURE THE RIGHTS OF
PEOPLE TO RECEIVE PROPER' CARE INCLUDING NUTRITION, HOUSING, HEALTH,

EMPLOYMENT AND RECREATION.

‘2. WE RECOGNIZE, NEVERTHELESS THAT ON OUR CONTTNENT BARRIERS EXIST FOR '
THE MOST VULNERABLE SECTORS OF OUR POPULATION, ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND
CHILDREN, IN REACHING THEIR FULL POTENTIAL AND EXERCISING THEIR RIGHTS. ‘

3. WE BELIEVE THAT IN ORDER TO MEET THE CHALLENGES OF SUSTAINABLE HUMAN
. DEVELOPMENT. GOVERNMENTS AND CIVIL SOCIETIES SHOULD WORK WITH
RESPONSIBILITY AND SOLIDARITY PROMOTING CONDITIONS OF OPPORTUNITY AND
EQUITY THAT WILL ALLOW THE - DEVELOPMENT OF ABILITIES, MEANS OF
ORGANIZATION AND PARTICIPATION IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

4. WE RECOGNIZE THE LINK BETWEEN SOCIAL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND
ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS WHOSE INTER-RELATIONSHIP MAKES POSSIBLE THE
SUSTAINABILITY OF DEVELOPMENT, AND GUARANTEES THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE
QUALITY OF LIFE FOR PRESENT GENERATIONS WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE WELFARE
OF FUTURE GENERATIONS. '

5 WE REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT TO PROMOTE AND SUPPORT POLICIES AND
STRATEGIES FOR SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT THAT SEEK COMPLETE AND
FAIR PARTICIPATION FOR THE MOST VULNERABLE SOCIAL SECTORS.
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6. WE OFFER OUR MANAGEMENT AND MOBILIZING ABILITY TO CONTINUE FULFILLING
- COMMITMENTS WE HAVE MADE, IN' ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATIONAL INTERESTS OF
© - 'EACH COUNTRY; MADE AT THE MEETINGS OF VENEZUELA, COLOMBIA, COSTA RICA, - . -

" SANTA LUCIA  AND PARAGUAY, AND 'ALSO TO IMPLEMENT- RECOMMENDATIONS AND -

;. DECISIONS ADOPTED AT THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON CHILDREN; HELD IN NEW YORK
* IN"SEPTEMBER OF 1990; THE UNITED NATIONS ‘CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT ‘AND -

- DEVELOPMENT, HELD IN RIO DE JANEIRO IN JUNE OF 1992; THE WORLD CONFERENCE -
'ON HUMAN RIGHTS, HELD IN "VIENNA IN JUNE OF .1993; THE INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT, HELD IN CAIRO IN SEPTEMBER OF
1994, THE SUMMIT ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, HELD IN COPENHAGEN IN MARCH OF
1995; THE IV WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, HELD IN BEJJING IN SEPTEMBER OF 1995; -
THE WORLD FOOD SUMMIT HELD IN ROME IN NOVEMBER 1996, AND THE SUMMIT OF
THE AMERICAS, HELD IN MIAMI, RELATING TO THE PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT; AS WELL AS THOSE EXPRESSED IN AGENDA 21 CONCERNING WOMEN
AND CHILDREN. '

7. WE COMMIT lOUR FIRM SUPPORT TO SOUND AND EFFECTIVE SOCIAL POLICIES AND
STRATEGIES THAT THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE HEMISPHERE FOSTER, IN ORDER TO
ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT. ‘

8. WE HIGHLIGHBT THE ETHNIC AND CULTURAL VALUE OF OUR SOCIETIES AS AN
ESSENTIAL FACTOR TO BE CONSIDERED IN FORMULATING  AND IMPLEMENTING
POLICIES 'AND STRATEGIES DIRECTED TOWARD WOMEN AND CHILDREN, 'IN AN
ATMOSPI—[ERE OF HARMONY PEACE EQUITY, PLURAL[SM AND DIVERSITY.

9. WE REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT OT JOIN EFFORTS, COORDINATE ACTIONS, AND -
SHARE EXPERIENCES WITH THE PURPOSE OF STRENGTHENING COOPERAT!ON AND
INTEGRATION OF ALL COUNTRIES OF THE CONTINENT. ’ :

10. WE RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF HEALTH IN OUR POPULATIONS, ESPECIALLY
FOR WOMEN, IN ORDER FOR THEM TO REACH THEIR FULL PARTICIPATION *VITHIN THE
ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LIFE OF OUR SOCIETIES, FOR WHICH WE STRIVE TO
SUPPORT PROGRAMS AIMED AT SOLVING CRITICAL HEALTH PROBLEMS IN THE
AMERICAS.

1. 'WE REITERATE OUR SUPPORT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PROGRAMS TO
REDUCE MATERNAL MORTALITY, INCLUDING ACCESS TO PRENATAL CARE AND
DELIVERY BY TRAINED PERSONNEL; THE DEVELOPMENT OF SERVICES ABLE TO SOLVE
OBSTETRIC EMERGENCIES, SEXUAL EDUCATION AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH*, AND
DEVELOPMENT OF VOLUNTARY, ACCESSIBLE AND HIGH QUALITY FAMILY PLANNING
SERVICES AVAILABLE TO COUPLES. FURTHERMORE, WE REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT
TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF WOMEN’S HEALTH CARE AT ALL LEVELS OF THE HEALTH
SYSTEM AND AT ALL STAGES OF WOMEN'S LIVES.

* Guatemala considers that the term “reproductive health,” in accordance with its national legislation,
should be understood as “integrated health™. '
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12. WE REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT TO MOBILIZE NATIONAL EFFORTS TO PROTECT & .

":CHILDREN FROM MEASLES AND TO ERADICATE THIS ILLNESS FROM THE AMERICAS. WE s

APPLAUD THE EFFORTS AND SUCCESSES ATTAINED BY ALL OUR COUNTRIES IN THE

FIGHT AGAINST THIS ILLNESS AND ALL THOSE ILLNESSES THAT CAN BE PREVENTED
THROUGH IMMUNIZATION. WE WILL. CONTINUE TO SUPPORT ACTIONS IN ORDER TO

‘MAINTAIN THE HIGH COVERAGE OF IMMUNIZATION SO THAT THE GOAL QF

- ERADICATING MEASLES CAN BE MET BY THE YEAR 2000.

13. WE ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A REGIONAL PROJECT
DIRECTED TO THE REDUCTION OF MALNUTRITION FROM MICRONUTRIENT DEFICIENCY
IN THE HEMISPHERE, AND TO THE HIGH RATES OF ANEMIA AND THEIR SEVERE
CONSEQUENCES FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

14. WE EMPHASIZE THE PRINCIPLE ROLE OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING IN ORDER FOR
PEOPLE TO DEVELOP THEIR SKILLS, BROADEN THEIR SPECTRUM OF THEIR

OPPORTUNITIES, STIMULATE THEIR CREATIVITY,. IMPROVE THEIR INCOME, AND

PROMOTE THEIR ADAPTATION TO TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES THAT WILL IMPROVE THE
CONDITION OF WOMEN.

- 15. WE REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION OF

THE CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAS, PROMOTING BROAD AND EFFECTIVE EDUCATIONAL
POLICIES AND ADOPTING BETTER INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE IN ORDER TO SHARE
INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCES FOR THE PURPOSE OF IMPLEMENTING THE MOST
EFFECTIVE .EDUCATIONAL POLICIES AND STRATEGIES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
REALITY AND REQUIREMENTS OF EACH COUNTRY.

16. WE REITERATE THE IMPORTANCE OF PROMOTING THE EDUCATION AND
INTEGRATED TRAINING OF WOMEN, PARTICULARLY IN THE RURAL AREAS. AND
PROGRAMS THAT WILL ALLOW THEM TO BENEFIT FROM THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS
OF OUR COUNTR[ES

17. WE RECOGNIZE INTRAFAMILY VIOLENCE AS A PUBLIC HEALTH PROBLEM AND A
VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS WHICH AFFECTS IN A SPECIAL MANNER WOMEN OF ALL
AGES AND SOCIAL GROUPS. FOR THIS REASON, WE URGE GOVERNMENTS TO DEVELOP
PUBLIC POLICIES ORIENTED TOWARDS CONFRONTING THIS PROBLEM IN AN
INTEGRATED MANNER. - :

18. WE URGE GOVERNMENTS TO DEVELOP PUBLIC POLICIES WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF
PROMOTING WOMEN’S EQUAL ACCESS TO THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES AND TO
POWER STRUCTURES IN ALL ASPECTS OF PUBLIC AND POLITICAL LIFE CONSEQUENTLY,
WE RECOMMEND FORMULATING AND IMPLEMENTING SPECIFIC PROGRAMS, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORIENTATION AND MEASURES AGREED UPON BY
GOVERNMENTS AT THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN HELD IN BEIJING IN
1995 WHICH ARE DETAILED IN CLAUSE *G” OF THE PLATFORM OF ACTION. WHICH
RESULTED FROM THIS CONFERENCE .

Chtn T g Y {"\"'M
o ”V'"-,!J" '-".‘?"x ‘\
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19, WE DECIDE TO STRENGTHEN 'THE ORGANIZAT.IONAL S'I'RUCTURE OF. THE PRO._}
" TEMPORE  SECRETARIAT THROUGH ACTIVE MECHANISMS OF CONSULTATION AND ' - -
_COORDINATION, TO FOLLOW UP ON THE: COMMITMENTS MADE AT ALL MEETINGS, AND

TO FOSTER THE EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES AT THE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL

LEVELS IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE OUR ACTIONS.

20. 'WE RECOGNIZE THE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION OF INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS AND GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES IN
FACILITATING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PLANS, PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS DIRECTED
- TO MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRIES. WE URGE THEM TO
CONTINUE TO COOPERATE IN ORDER TO REACH THE OBJECTIVES PROPOSED IN THE
PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE SIXTH CONFERENCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS. :

WE EXPRESS OUR SATISFACTION TO THE ‘REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA FOR THE
SIGNATURE OF THE PEACE AGREEMENT SIGNED IN OSLO, NORWAY ON DECEMBER 4,
1996 AMONG THE SECTORS INVOLVED, WHICH CONSTTTUTES A DECISIVE STEP IN THE -
'PEACE PROCESS OF THIS FRATERNAL NATION. : :

22. WE ACCEPT THE KIND OFFER OF THE FIRST LADIES OF PANAMA AND CHILE THAT
- PANAMA BE THE SEAT OF THE VII CONFERENCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND
'~ GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS IN 1997, AND THAT CHILE BE THE SEAT OF THE VIII
CONFERENCE IN 1998

23. WE THANK THE FIRST LADY OF BOLIVIA, AND THROUGH HER, EXPRESS OUR
THANKS TO THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF THIS COUNTRY FOR THEIR WARM
WELCOME AND HOSPITALITY.

24 SIGNED IN THE CITY OF LA PAZ, BOLIVIA, WITH TWO ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS IN
SPANISH AND ENGLISH, ON THE SIXTH DAY OF THE MONTH OF DECEMBER OF THE YEAR
ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED NINETY-SIX.

[3
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18. CONFERENCW DE ESPOSAS " 6,

OE JEFES DE ESTADO
¥ DE GOBIERNO

DECLARATION OF PARAGUAY

DE LAS AMERICAS
SECRETARIA PRO - TEMPORE

STH CONFERENCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE
AND OF GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS

WE, the Wives of Heads of State and of Government and
Representatives of Governments and of First Ladies of the
Americas gathered in the City of Asuncidn, Capital of the
Republic of Paraguay, on October 16-19, 1995, to exchange
ideas and strategies concerning ‘the "Health and Education
of Women and Children" in our Region, as a follow-up to the
4th Conference of Wives of Heads of State and of
Government of the Americas held in Saint Lucia on October
11-13, 1994 and to the Symposium on Children of the
Americas held in Miami last December 10,

WE recognize that our countries face common challenges
regarding the health and education of women and children
and that by sharing experiences and promoting regional
actions through these conferences, we can foster the
development and the well-being of our nations.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE CONSIDERATIONS, WE
DECLARE THAT WE WILL:

1. Work in favor of the health and education of women
and children, under the principles of: comprehensive
development, equality, democratization of information

-and awareness, and family and social participation.

2. Support actions that improve the health of children and
women throughout their life cycles by promoting
universal and quality health care, thus contributing to
the reduction of maternal morbidity and mortality.
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Encourage and support the implementation - while
respecting the national interest and legislation of each
country - of the agreements and recommendations
reached at the World Summit on Children, the United
Nations International Confereance on Population
andDevelopment, the Summit of the Americas, the
United Nations World Summit on Social Development,
and the United Nations Fourth World Conference on
Women.

Contribute to the aftaiment of the goal to eliminate
measles in the Americas by the year 2000.

Promote strategies and activities to improve the health
and education of women and children, particularly in
poor rural areas and marginalized urban areas.

Promote women's and girls' access to formal and
non-formal education programs, to ensure

equal opportunity for full participation in so'CJ'eTy and
their active contribution to the development of their
countries.

Promote a hemispheric dialogue to share information
and exchange experiences on education reform efforts
which increase school enrollment rates and completion

- -rates, improve the quality of primary and secondary

education and expand coverage of non-formal family
and community based early childhood education.

2
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Contribute to the prevention and elimination of all forms
of violence against women and children through the

3 18- CONFERENCIA DE ESPOSAS 8,
< DE JEFES DE ESTADO

0F LIS AMERICAS provision of norms and adoption of necessary
SECRETARIA PRO - TEMPORE . '
| mechanisms, as well as fostering respect for human
rights.
IN ADDITION:

We agree to express our gratitude to International
Organizations and other entities for the interest and support
manifested at the Conference of Wives of Heads of State and
of Government and Representatives of Governments and of
First Ladies of the Americas.

We agree to hold the 6th Conference of Wives of Heads of
State and of Government of the Americas in the Republic of
Bolivia in 1996; agree to hold the 7th Conference in the
Republic of Panama, and form the new Pro-Tempore
Secretariat composed of the Offices of First Ladies of Bolivia,
Paraguay and Panama.

We congratulate and thank our host, Mrs. Maria Teresa
Carrasco de Wasmosy and the Government and people of
Paraguay for their warm hospitality and congratulate the
Pro-Tempore Secretariat and the General Coordination
Committee for the successful culmination of the Conference,

Signed in Asuncidn, capital of the Republic of Paraguay on

the nineteenth day of the month of October of the year
ninetfeen hundred and ninety-five.
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0 R L COMMENDATIONS AND PROGRAMS OF THE 5TH

DE LAS AM
SECRETARIA PRO - TEMPORE

CONFERENCE OF WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND OF
GOVERNMENT OF THE AMERICAS

As advocates for the health and education of women and
children within a framework of equality, peace, freedom,
solidarity, social progress and sustainable human
development, we recommend consideration of the following
strategies and programs:

A.Concerning Women's Health:

1.a.Support the resolution of PAHO's XXlll Pan American
Sanitary Conference which encourages
Governments of the Americas to establish “policy of
comprehensive attention of women's health for the
prevention of morbidity and the reduction of
maternal mortality by at least 50%, to be achieved by
the year 2000"

b. Promote the dllocation of resources to allow for the
adequate implementation and follow-up  of the
"National Plans of Action to  Accelerate the
Reduction of Maternal Mortality and Morbidity in the
Americas,” elaborated in collaboration with PAHO and
other international organizations.

c. Promote the disaggregation of morbidity and mortality
rates by sex.

2. Create mechanisms in thosecountries which are
engaged in the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) Project, "Prevention of Adolescent Pregnancy,”

o,
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to contribute to more efficient implementation of this
project in response to the following needs:

a.Encourage the participation of local UNFPA offices in
the elaboration, implementation and follow-up of
the local components of the Project, so as to guarantee
the coordination of this initiative with similar projects

funded by other international cooperation

agencies, both bilateral and multilateral.

b.Widen the scope of action of the project, whenever
necessary, so as to include activities related to the
reduction of maternal mortality.

c.Analyze the possibility of redistributing unallocated
financial resources, among those countries which are
already Iimplementing the project and need
additional resources.

d.Adjust the project in order to support, while respecting
the national interest of each country, the
implementation of the recommendations from the
United Nations International Conference for Population
and Development and the United Nations Fourth World
Conference on Women.

3. Support the proposal of the Association of lbero-
American Leagues Against Cancer (ALICC) to continue
and expand the program “Latin America inthe Struggle
Against Cancer" to countries in the region.

.Concerning Women's Education/Training:

1. Recommend the disaggregation of data by sex and
analyze these data in such a way as to take into
account the condition and position of each sex within

8
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2.

specific social contexts.

Promote mechanisms through which women can be
active participants in the design, implementation and
evaluation of projects that promote social equality of
women, '

Based on the experiences of the Projects, "Rural Women
in Latin America andthe Caribbean” implemented
through IICA and "Promotion of Women's Participation
in Development,” request the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) to expand and continue,
respectively, the projects to other countries in the
region.

Request the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to
study the possibility of creating a fund to finance
specific projects that improve the quality of life of rural
women.,

C.Concerning Children's Health:

Jespacho de la
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Promote and follow-up on progress made .toward
achieving the goals of the World Summit for Children
by the year 2000.

Work with Ministries of Health, the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) and other international
organizations on the campaign to eliminate measles
transmission from the Americas by the year 2000 and
strengthen the surveillance of preventable diseases by
vaccination.

Request the World Health Organization (WHO) to
extend the "Program on Substance Abuse and Street

9
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5"“::5:?;‘:,:555:;““ Children in the Americas" and urge the Mentor
OF LIS AMERICAS Foundation to continue funding this Program.
SECRETARIA PRO - TEMPORE
4. Urge mass media to dedicate prime time on a daily
basis to the dissemination of health education

information.
D.Concerning Children’s Education:

1. Promote activities that contribute to investment in
the education of girls and women of the Americas,
as well as the reduction of school repetition and
drop-out  rates, by encouraging governmental
institutions and civil society to improve the quality of
primary education in schools by:

a.Supporting more active child-centered teaching
practices, which increase and improve the
availability  and use of non-sexist textbooks while
ensuring effective time for learning in schools.

b.Supporting non-formal community and family-based
child development programs and enhancing the
level of knowledge of parents and care givers.

c.Promoting, disséminoﬂng and monitoring the "child-
friendly school initiative"

E.Concerning the Fourth World Conference on Women:

Promote the implementation, -- according to the
national interest and the legislation of each country, --
of the commitments made at the United Nations
Fourth World Conference on Women, held in Beijing,

Despacho de la 10

Primera Dama Macstro Pellegrini 495 csq. Avda. Suma. Trinidad.  Tel. (595-21) 290-753 y 290.757 Fax (595.21) 291.631

de ta Nacion

Asuncion - Paraguay

B

A




18 CONFERENCW DE ESPOSAS ~ %
DE JEFES DE ESTADO
Y DE GOBIERNO
DE LAS AMERICAS

SECRETARIA PRO - TEMPORE

China, during September of this year.

F.Concerning the topic of Violence against Women:

1.

Promote the ratification and/or adherence and
implementation of the Inter-American Convention on
the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of
Violence against Women, adopted in Belém do Pard
on June 9, 1994,

Promote the joint PAHO / IDB initiative which is
designed to implement the regional program on
violence against women: “Establishment of
Community Networks".

Urge mass media to promote awareness and
educational campaigns to prevent and combat
violence.

&.Concerning the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child:

1.a.Promote the fulfilment of the agreements of the United

Despacho de la

Primera Dama

de la Nacion

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. . -

b.Promote the elimination of social and family violence

against children and put the topic of violence against
Children on the political agenda of countries.

c.Promote the elimination of child labor for girls and boys

under 12 years old.

11

Macstro Pellegrini 495 esq. Avda. Stma. Trinidad. Tcl (595-21) 290.753 y 290.757 Fax (595-21) 291631

Asuncidn - Paraguay

r.’l' ('
Vel

)

~.\



Declaration of Principles




Summit of the Americas
Declaration of Principles

Partnership for Development and Prosperity:
Democracy, Free Trade
and Sustainable Development in the Americas

prosperity, democratic values and institutions, and security of our Hemisphere. For the

first time in history, the Americas are a community of democratic societies. Although
faced with differing development challenges, the Americas are united in pursuing prosperity
through open markets, hemispheric integration, and sustainable development. We are
determined to consolidate and advance closer bonds of cooperation and to transform our
aspirations into concrete realities.

The elected Heads of State and Government of the Americas are committed to advance the

We reiterate our firm adherence to the principles of international law and the purposes and
principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter and in the Charter of the Organization of

American States: (OAS), including -the -principles-of -the sovereign-equality -of - states;—mon~— -~ ~—

intervention, self-determination, and the peaceful resolution of disputes. We recognize the
heterogeneity and diversity of our resources and cultures, just as we are convinced that we can
advance our shared interests and values by building strong partnerships.

To Preserve and Strengthen the Community of Democracies of the Americas

The Charter of the OAS establishes that representative democracy is indispensable for the
stability, peace and development of the region. It is the sole political system which guarantees
respect for human rights and the rule of law; it safeguards cultural diversity, pluralism, respect
for the rights of minorities, and peace within and among nations. Democracy is based, among
other fundamentals, on free and transparent elections and includes the right of all citizens to
participate in government. Democracy and development reinforce one another.

We reaffirm our commitment to preserve and strengthen our democratic systems for the benefit
of all people of the Hemisphere. We will work through the appropriate bodies of the OAS to
strengthen democratic institutions and promote and defend constitutional democratic rule, in
accordance with the OAS Charter. We endorse OAS efforts to enhance peace and the

democratic, social, and economic stability of the region.

We recognize that our people eamestly seek greater responsiveness and efficiency from our
respective governments. Democracy is strengthened by the modernization of the state, including
reforms that streamline operations, reduce and simplify government rules and procedures, and



undertakings of each of our nations and the subregional trade arrangements in our Hemisphere.
We will build on existing subregional and bilateral arrangements in order to broaden and deepen
hemispheric economic integration and to bring the agreements together.

Aware that investment is the main engine for growth in the Hemisphere, we will encourage such
investment by cooperating to build more open, transparent and integrated markets. In this
regard, we are committed to create strengthened mechanisms that promote and protect the flow
of productive investment in the Hemisphere, and to promote the development and progressive

integration of capital markets.

To advance economic integration and free trade, we will work, with cooperation and financing
from the private sector and international financial institutions, to create a hemispheric
infrastructure. This process requires a cooperative effort in fields such as telecommunications,
energy and transportation, which will permit the efficient movement of the goods, services,
capital, information and technology that are the foundations of prosperity.

We recognize that despite the substantial progress in dealing with debt problems in the
Hemisphere, high foreign debt burdens still hinder the development of some of our countries.

We recognize that economic integration and the creation of a free trade area will be complex
endeavors, particularly in view of the wide differences in the levels of development and size of

‘economies existing in our Hemisphere. We will remain cognizant of these differences as we

work toward economic integration in the Hemisphere. We look to our own resources, ingenuity,
and individual capacities as well as to the international community to help us achieve our goals.

To Eradicate Poverty And Discrimination In Our Hemisphere

It is politically intolerable and morally unacceptable that some segments of our populations are
marginalized and do not share fully in the benefits of growth. With an aim of attaining greater
social justice for all our people, we pledge to work individually and collectively to improve
access to quality education and primary health care and to eradicate extreme poverty and
illiteracy. The fruits of democratic stability and economic growth must be accessible to all,
without discrimination by race, gender, national origin or religious affiliation.

In observance of the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People, we will focus our
energies on improving the exercise of democratic rights and the access to social services by
indigenous people and their communities.

Aware that widely shared prosperity contributes to hemispheric stability, lasting peace and
democracy, we acknowledge our common interest in creating employment opportunities that
improve the incomes, wages and working conditions of all our people. We will invest in people
so that individuals throughout the Hemisphere have the opportunity to realize their full potential.




and organizations in both our national and regional efforts, thus strengthening the partnership
between governments and society.

* %k Kk k&

ur thirty-four nations share a fervent commitment to democratic practices, economic
integration, and social justice. Our people are better able than ever to express their
aspirations and to learn from one another. The conditions for hemispheric cooperation
are propitious. Therefore, on behalf of all our people, in whose name we affix our signatures to
this Declaration, we seize this historic opportunity to create a Partnership for Development and

Prosperity in the Americas.
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Summit of the Americas
Plan of Action

The heads of state and government participating in the 1994 Summit of the Americas in Miami,
Florida, desirous of furthering the broad objectives set forth in their Declaration of Principles and
mindful of the need for practical progress on the vital tasks of enhancing democracy, promoting
development, achieving economic integration and free trade, improving the lives of their people,
and protecting the natural environment for future generations, affirm their commitment to this

Plan of Action.

I. PRESERVING AND STRENGTHENING THE COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES
OF THE AMERICAS

1. Strengthening Democracy

The strengthening, effective exercise and consolidation of democracy constitute the central
political priority of the Americas. The Organization of American States (OAS) is the principal
hemispheric body for the defense of democratic values and institutions; among its essential
purposes is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect to the
principle of non-intervention. The OAS has adopted multilateral procedures to address the
problems created when democratic order has been interrupted unconstitutionally. In order to
prevent such crises, the OAS needs to direct more effort toward the promotion of democratic
values and practices and to the social and economic strengthening of already-established
democratic regimes.

Govemments will:

e Give expeditious consideration to ratifying the Cartagena de Indias, Washington and
Managua Protocols to the OAS Charter, if they have not already done so.

e Strengthen the dialogue among social groups and foster grass roots participation in problem
solving at the local level.

e Support efforts by the OAS to promote democracy by:

0 Encouraging exchanges of election-related technologies and assisting national electoral
oreanizations. at the request of the interested state.

¢ Strengthening the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy so that it can provide assistance
at the request of the interested state on such matters as legislauve and judicial processes.
covernment reforms (including administration of justice. technical modernization of



national legislative bodics; simplification of government regulations and promotion of
participation by community organizations in local democracy), and other institutional
changes.

0 Encouraging opportunities for exchange of experiences among member states’
democratic institutions, particularly legislature-to-legislature and judiciary-to-judiciary.

0 Fostering understanding, dialogue and political reconciliation, at the request of the
affected state and bearing in mind that national reconciliation comes from within.

0 Requesting the OAS to promote and follow up on these commitments.
2. Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

Great progress has been made in the Hemisphere in the development of human rights concepts
and norms, but serious gaps in implementation remain. While courts ultimately have the
responsibility for enforcing legal rights and obligations, reforms in other institutions are needed
to contribute to the further development of a climate of respect for human rights. There must
also be universal access to justice and effective means to enforce basic rights. A democracy is
judged by the rights enjoyed by its least influential members.

Govermnments will;

e Give serious consideration to adherence to intemnational human rights instruments to which
they are not already party.

e Cooperate fully with all United Nations and inter-American human rights bodies.

e Develop programs for the promotion and observance of human rights, including educational
programs to inform people of their legal rights and their responsibility to respect the rights of
others.

e Promote policies to ensure that women enjoy full and equal legal rights within their families
and societies, and to ensure the removal of constraints to women’s full participation as voters,
candidates and elected and appointed officials.

¢ Review and strengthen laws for the protection of the rights of minority groups and
indigenous people and communities to ensure freedom from discrimination, to guarantee full
and equal protection under the law, and to facilitate active civic participation. Support a
process 1o review and enhance the protection of indigenous rights in OAS member states and
1o develop promptly an effective United Nations declaration on indigenous rights.
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Review national legislation affecting people with disabilities, as well-as benefits and services
for them, and make any changes needed to facilitate the enjoyment by these individuals of the
same rights and freedoms as other members of society.

Undertake all measures necessary to guarantee the rights of children, and, where they have
not already done so, give serious consideration to ratifying the United Nations Convention on

the Rights of the Child.

Guarantee the protection of the human rights of all migrant workers and their families.

" Take the necessary steps to remedy inhumane conditions in prisons and to minimize the

number of pretrial detainees.

Review training curricula for law enforcement agents to ensure that they adequately cover
proper treatment of suspects and detainees as well as relations with the community.

Exchange experiences on protection of human rights at the national level and, where
possible, cooperate in the development of law enforcement and security force training or
other programs to reduce the potential for human rights violations.

Call on the OAS and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to establish or to
reinforce programs, as appropriate, to support national projects for the promotion and
observance of human rights in the Western Hemisphere.

Further strengthen the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights.

. Invigorating Society/Community Participation

A strong and diverse civil society, organized in various ways and sectors, including individuals,
the private sector, labor, political parties, academics, and other non-governmental actors and
organizations, gives depth and durability to democracy. Similarly, a vigorous democracy
requires broad participation in public issues. Such activities should be carried out with complete
transparency and accountability, and to this end a proper legal and regulatory framework should
be established to include the possibility of obtaining technical and financial support, including

from private sources.

Governments will:

Review the regulatony framework for non-governmental actors with a view to facilitating
their operations and promoting their ability to receive funds. This review will emphasize the
management and oversight of resources as well as transparency and the accountability 1o

society of said actors.



e Take steps to improve the participation in social activities and initiatives of groups
traditionally marginalized, including women, youth, indigenous people and the extremely

poor.

e Exchange progress reports on activities in the civil society area at the 1996 Summit
Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia.

e Consider the development by the IDB of a new Civil Society Program to encourage _
responsible and accountable philanthropy and civic engagement in public policy issues.

4. Promoting Cultural Values

Cultural development is a fundamental and integral cofnboncnt of development in the Americas
and has an inherent capability to enrich our societies and to generate greater understanding

among our countries.
In order to promote cultural values, governments will:

e Encourage more dynamic relations among public and private institutions and organizations,
including universities, museums, and centers of art and literature, as well as among
individual cultural actors. Such exchanges emphasize our cultural diversity, recognize the
value of our local cultures and contribute to improving hemispheric understanding.

e Request that the OAS and IDB reinforce their plans and programs to facilitate these cultural
exchanges and the flow of cultural and historical information within and among our nations.

5. Combating Corruption

The problem of corruption is now an issue of serious interest not only in this Hemisphere, but in
all regions of the world. Corruption in both the public and private sectors weakens democracy
and undermines the legitimacy of governments and institutions. The modemization of the state,
including deregulation, privatization and the simplification of government procedures, reduces
the opportunities for corruption. All aspects of public administration in a democracy must be
transparent and open to public scrutiny.

Governments will:

¢ Promote open discussion of the most significant problems facing government and develop
priorities for reforms needed 10 make government operations transparent and accountable.

e Lnsure proper oversight of covernment functions by strengthening internal mechanisms.
including investigative and enforcement capacity with respect 10 acts of corruption. and
facilitating public access to information necessary for meaningful outside review.



o Establish conflict of interest 5tandards for public employees and effective measures against
illicit enrichment, including stiff penalties for those who utilize their public position to

benefit private interests.

e Call on the governments of the world to adopt and enforce measures against bribery in all
financial or commeércial transactions with the Hemisphere, toward this end, invite the OAS to
establish liaison with the OECD Working Group on Bribery in International Business

Transactions.

e Develop mechanisms of cooperation in the judicial and banking areas to make possible rapid
and effective response in the international investigation of corruption cases.

¢ Give priority to strengthening government rcgulatiéhs and procurement, tax collection, the
administration of justice and the electoral and legislative processes, utilizing the support of
the IDB and other international financial institutions where appropriate.

e Develop within the OAS, with due regard to applicable treaties and national legislation, a
hemispheric approach to acts of corruption in both the public and private sectors that would
include extradition and prosecution of individuals so charged, through negotiation of a new
hemispheric agreement or new arrangements within existing frameworks for international

cooperation.
6. Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes

The problems of illegal drug and related criminal activities pose grave threats to the societies,
free market economies, and democratic institutions of the Hemisphere. Drug use imposes
enormous social costs; drug money and income are net drains on economic growth; and drug
lords and criminal organizations endanger the security of our people through corruption,
intimidation, and violence. While drug trafficking continues to be a significant source of illegal
funds, the money laundering industry increasingly deals with the proceeds of all types of
criminal activity. An integrated and balanced approach that includes respect for national
sovereignty is essential to confront all aspects of these problems. For these reasons, a broad
coordinated hemispheric strategy to reduce drug use and production, including new enforcement
methods that can disrupt drug trafficking and money laundering networks and prosecute those
engaged in such activities, is required. In this context, governments note the work of the 1992
San Antonio Summit, endorse the efforts of the Inter-American Commission on Drug Abuse
Control, and agree to work together to formulate a counter-narcotics strategy for the 21st

Century.

Governments will:

¢ Ratify the 1988 United Nations Convention Against the lllicit Traffic of Narcotics and
Psychotropic Substances and make it a criminal offense 10 launder the proceeds of all serious

crimes.



Enact legislation to permit the freezing and forfeiture of the proceeds of money laundening
and consider the sharing of forfeited assets among governments.

As agreed by ministers and representatives of Caribbean and Latin American governments in
the Kingston Declaration, November 5-6, 1992, implement the recommendations of the
Caribbean Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering and work to adopt the Model
Regulations of the Inter-American Commission on Drug Abuse Control (CICAD).

Encourage financial institutions to report large and suspicious transactions 1o appropriate
authorities and develop effective procedures that would allow the collection of relevant

information from financial institutions.

Work individually and collectively to identify the region’s narcotics trafficking and moncy
laundering networks, prosecute their leaders, and seize assets denived from these criminal

activities.
Adopt programs to prevent and reduce the demand for and the consumption of illicit drugs.

Adopt effective and environmentally-sound national strategies to prevent or reduce
substantially the cultivation and processing of crops used for the illegal drug trade, paying
particular attention to national and international support for development programs that
create viable economic alternatives to drug production.

Pay particular attention to the control of precursor chemicals and support comprehensive
drug interdiction strategies.

Strengthen efforts to control firearms, ammunition, and explosives to avoid their diversion to
drug traffickers and criminal organizations. -

Hold a working-level conference, to be followed by a ministerial conference, to study and
agree on a coordinated hemispheric response, including consideration of an mtcr-Amencan
convention, to combat money laundering.

Convene a hemispheric-wide conference of donors, including multilateral development banks
and UN agencies, to seek resources for alternative development programs aimed at curbing
the production, trafficking, and use of illicit drugs, and the rehabilitation of addicts.

Support the discussion the OAS has initiated with the European Union on measures to
control precursor chemicals.

Support the convening of a global counter-narcotics conference.



7. Eliminating the Threat ofNatiénal and International Terrorism

National and international terrorism constitute a systematic and deliberate violation of the rights
of individuals and an assault on democracy itself. Recent attacks that some of our countries have
suffered have demonstrated the serious threat that terrorism poses to security in the Amencas.
Actions by governments to combat and eliminate this threat are essential elements in
guaranteeing law and order and maintaining confidence in government, both nationally and
internationally. Within this context, those who sponsor terrorist acts or assist in their planning or
execution through the abuse of diplomatic privileges and immunities or other means will be held

responsible by the international community.

Govemments will:

e Promote bilateral and subregional agreements with the aim of prosecuting terrorists and
penalizing terrorist activities within the context of the protection of human rights and

fundamental freedoms.
» Convene a special conference of the OAS on the prevention of terrorism.

e Reaffirm the importance of the extradition treaties ratified by the states of the Hemisphere,
and note that these treaties will be strictly complied with as an expression of the political will
of governments, in accordance with international law and domestic legislation.

8. Building Mutual Confidence

The expansion and consolidation of democracy in the Americas provide an opportunity to build
upon the peaceful traditions and the cooperative relationships that have prevailed among the
countries of the Western Hemisphere. Our aim is to strengthen the mutual confidence that
contributes to the economic and social integration of our peoples.

Govcmmcms will;

e Support actions to encourage a regional dialogue to promote the strengthening of mutual
confidence, preparing the way for a regional conference on confidence-building measures in

1995, which Chile has offered to host.

II. PROMOTING PROSPERITY THROUGH ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND FREE
TRADE

9. Free Trade in the Americas

1) While pursuing economic integration and free trade in the Hemisphere. we reinforce our
strong commitment to multilateral rules and disciplines. We endorse {ull and rapid
implementation of the Uruguay Round. active mululateral necovations in the World Trade



Organization, bilateral and subregional trade agreements, and other trade arrangements that are
consistent with the provisions of the GATT/WTO and that do not raise barriers to other nations.

2) Extraordinary achievements have been made by countries of the Hemisphere in trade
liberalization and subregional integration. Free trade and increased economic integration are key
factors for sustainable development. This will be furthered as we strive to make our trade
liberalization and environmental policies mutually supportive, taking into account efforts
undertaken by the GATT/WTO and other intemnational organizations. As economic integration
in the Hemisphere proceeds, we will further secure the observance and promotion of worker
rights, as defined by appropriate international conventions. We will avoid disguised restrictions
on trade, in accordance with the GATT/WTO and other international obligations.

3) We will strive to maximize market openness through high levels of discipline as we build
upon existing agreements in the Hemisphere. We also will strive for balanced and
comprehensive agreements, including among others: tariffs and non-tariff barriers affecting trade
in goods and services; agriculture; subsidies; investment; intellectual property rights; government
procurement; technical barriers to trade; safeguards; rules of origin; antidumping and
countervailing duties; sanitary and phytosanitary standards and procedures; dispute rcsol\mon,

and competition policy.

4) We recognize that decisions on trade agreements remain a sovereign right of each nation. In
addition, recognizing the importance of effective enforcement of intemnational commitments,
each nation will take the necessary action, in accordance with its own legislation and procedures,
to implement the agreements in the areas covered by this Plan of Action.

5) As we work to achieve the “Free Trade Area of the Americas,” opportunities such as technical
assistance will be provided to facilitate thc integration of the smaller economies and increase
their level of development.

Immediate Action Agend

We direct our ministers responsible for trade to take the following concrete initial steps to
achieve the “Free Trade Area of the Americas.”

6) With the objective of ensuring full and complete discussion among the parties to the vanous
trade agreements in the Hemisphere, we direct that meetings be held under existing trade and
investment fora. Members of these fora will determine areas of commonality and divergence in
the particular agreements under review and should consider the means of improving disciplines
among them and bringing them together. We further direct that members of these fora inform
ministers of the status of their discussions and make recommendations for achieving the “Free

Trade Area of the Americas.”™

7) Transparency in. and a clear understanding of. the subregional and bilateral agreements
achieved to date among the nations in the Hemisphere are critical for advancing trade and
investment integration in the Americas. We will direct the OAS Special Committee on Trade.



with the support of the IDB, ECLAC, and other specialized regional and subregional
organizations, 1o assist in the systematization of data in the region and to continue its work on
studying economic integration arrangements in the Hemisphere, including brief comparative
descriptions of the obligations in each of the Hemisphere’s existing trade agreements. We will
further direct the Special Committee on Trade to prepare a report of its work by June 1995 for

the meeting of ministers.

8) We direct our ministers responsible for trade to: (a) review the progress of work undertaken in
the fora noted in paragraphs 6 and 7; (b) provide guidance with respect to further work; and (c)
consider areas for immediate attention—such as customs facilitation and product testing and

certification with a view to mutual recognition agreements—that could be taken up in the
appropriate fora.

9) Therefore, today we launch the “Free Trade Area of the Americas” by initiating the following
process. We will direct the OAS to assist the host country in arranging the ministerial meetings.

January 1995 o Initiation of work programs and establishment of schedules
in the fora in paragraph 6 and in the Special Committee on
Trade.

June 1995 o Meeting of Ministers responsible for trade.

- preliminary report on status of work in the fora
described in paragraph 6.

- preliminary Special Committee on Trade report.

- areas for immediate consideration.

March 1996 o Meeting of Ministers responsible for trade.

- final report to ministers by the Special Committee
on Trade.

- final reports to ministers from the fora described in
paragraph 6.

-- timetable for further work.
10. Capital Markets Development and Liberalization
The availability of capital at competitive rates is essential 10 finance private sector investment--a

vital inoredient in economic development. Developing. liberalizing and integrating financial -
markets domestically and internauonally. increasing transparency. and establishing sound.



comparable supervision and rcguhtion of banking and securities markets will help to reduce the
cost of capital by enhancing investor and depositor confidence.

Govemments will:

e Form a Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues 1o examine steps to promote the
liberalization of capital movements and the progressive integration of capital markets,
including, if deemed appropriate, the negotiation of common guidelines on capital
movements that would provide for their progressive liberalization.

e Prepare, in cooperation with the Inter-American Development Bank, a comprehensive list of
national capital regulations in order to promote transparency and support the discussions in
the Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues.

e Support the cooperative endeavors of the Association of Latin American and Canbbean Bank
Supervisors and the Council of Securities Regulators of the Americas to provide sound
supervision and regulation that support the development and progressive integration of
markets. :

The Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues should also review problems of debt in the
Hemisphere, taking account of ongoing work and drawing, as appropriate, on a broad range of

expertise.
11. Hemispheric Infrastructure

Development in this Hemisphere depends on urgent infrastructure measures, including the
priority allocation of financial resources, in accordance with national legislation and with the
participation of both the public and private sectors. Strengthening the flow of private productive
capital to economically and environmentally sound projects has become increasingly vital to
countries throughout the Hemisphere as the growth of official sources of capital has failed to
keep pace with the area’s needs. ‘

Govemments will:

e Charge multilateral development banks to work with governments and, as appropnate,
private concems, to develop mechanisms to deal with lending and investment issues.

« Draw on other regional and sub-regional experiences within the Hemisphere to support
infrastructure development.

e Governments that so wish will develop suitable mechanisms. including mululateral and
bilateral commitments on regulatory and legal rules and practices. 10 encourage private
imvestment. both domestic and foreign. in national and transboundary infrastructure projects.



12. Energy Cooperation*

The nations of the Hemisphere have begun a new era of economic growth. This new era is based
on greater economic cooperation, freer trade, and open markets. Sustainable economic
development requires hemispheric cooperation in the field of energy.

Governments wall:

e Convene a follow-up hemispheric officials’ meeting in the first semester of 1995 to
encourage cooperation to study ways to develop the energy industry within the Hemisphere,
consistent with the least cost national energy strategies and the activities described in the
“Partnership for Sustainable Energy use” in the following areas:

0 Consideration of ways to use the energy sector to promote sustainable economic
growth.

0 Cooperation to study ways to optimize and facilitate the financing mechanisms of
international financial institutions to support the development of projects in the
energy sector, especially including those pertaining to the enhancement of efficiency
in the use of energy and to non-conventional renewable energy.

0 Cooperation to promote capital investment and to foster the use of innovative
financial mechanisms to increase investment in the energy sector and the
enhancement of efficiency in the use of energy and non-conventional renewable
energy, in accordance with each country’s legislation and developmental needs.

¢ Promotion of the use of efficient and non-polluting energy technologies, both
conventional and renewable, leading to a higher degree of knowledge and technical
expertise in this area.

¢ Consideration of the enhancement of ongoing efforts to establish electric and other
energy facilities in accordance with domestic regulatory frameworks and, where
appropriate, under sub-regional agreements.

* This initiative is integrally linked with the Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use item.
13. Teleccommunications and Information Infrastructure

A country’s information infrastructure--teclecommunications, information technology. and
broadcasting--is an essential component of political, economic. social and cultural development.
The informaton infrastructure development needs in the Americas are immense. The
covernments of the Americas intend to meet these needs by engaging in multiple actions. where
consistent with their respective governing laws. such as: encouraging private sector investment to
increase participation in the ielecommunications and information infrastructure scctors.



promoting competition; implementing flexible regulatory regimes; stimulating diversity of
content, including cultural and linguistic diversity; providing access to information networks for
service and information providers; and ensuring universal service, so that the benefits of the
information infrastructure will be available to all members of our societies.

Govermnments will:

o Engage in ongoing discussions at the international level of the actions referred to above and
endeavor to take those actions in their own countries, taking account of domestic conditions

and circumstances.

e Undertake efforts to make government information more publicly available via electronic
means. ' '

e Review the availability and interoperability of connections to international networks that
facilitate trade, improve education and improve access to health care.

e Encourage major universities, libraries, hospitals and government agencies to have access to
these networks, building on the work of the OAS Hemisphere-Wide Inter-University
Scientific and Technological Information Network.

e Via the OAS Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL), and in
coordination with the sub-regional telecommunications organizations, develop and carry out

a work program to:

0 Evaluate regulatory, technical and legal means to promote liberalization, common
standards, interoperability of networks and compatible use of the radio spectrum.

¢ Examine ways to promote greater consistency of the certification processes for
telecommunications equipment among member countries.

‘0 Develop regional guidelines for the provision of international value-added network
services.

e Support a meeting by 1996, coordinated by CITEL, of senior telecommunications officials to
conduct further discussions of the above actions.

14. Cooperation in Science and Technology

There 1s a need 1o re-assess the on-going interaction amony the region’s science and technology
(S&T) infrastructure and cooperative mechanisms: to provide impetus for improved cooperation:
1o reduce barriers to collaboration; to augment the demand for technology; and to disseminate
information about technological opportunities using new advances in information technology:




and generally to improve communications among the key S&T organizations, researchers in the
region, and growing technology-based small and medium-sized enterprises.

The commitment of the countries of the Americas to non-proliferation has gained new
momentum with the acceptance of the intemational safeguard regime by some of our countnies.
The outstanding progress achieved in this field is to be commended and should contribute to
cnhanced opportunities for cooperation in the area of advanced goods and technologies.

Govemments will;

e Convene a meeting of ministers responsible for science and technology in the Hemisphere
within the next year to assess progress and to promote the Bolivar Programme and the OAS
Common Market of Scientific and Technological Knowledge (MERCOCYT) program, to
provide the necessary support to improve scientific partnerships and technological ventures
in the region, and to explore the possibility of establishing a council on science and

technology.

e Use existing multilateral mechanisms in the region to address a wide number of common
S&T interests, including enhanced professional technical training, development and
implementation of national policies and regional programs, dissemination and
standardization of science and technology (including metrology and other technical norms),
environmental technology development, and more effective partnerships to promote learning

and competitiveness. '

e Stimulate greater S&T interaction in the Hemisphere and support efforts already undertaken
in other fora, including the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research, and the
International Research Institute for Climate Prediction. Governments will serve to advance
and communicate new initiatives such as the Global Learning and Observations to Benefit

the Environment (GLOBE) program.

¢ Confirm their interest in participating in new initiatives driven by a demand from private
sector and non-government interests in technological opportunities.

¢ Confirm their national commitments to share S&T information with others in the
Hemisphere, in accord with their respective laws, and to expand cooperation in scientific and

environmental research.

15. Tourism

Tourism is imponant to our economics and valuable in promoting undersianding among the
pcople of the Americas.

Governments will:




e Undertake initiatives to stimulate tourism in the Hemisphere.

III. ERADICATING POVERTY AND DISCRIMINATION IN OUR HEMISPHERE

Large segments of society in our Hemisphere, particularly women, minorities, the disabled,
indigenous groups, refugees and displaced persons, have not been equipped to participate fully in
economic life. Nearly one-half of the Hemisphere's population still lives in poverty. Expanded
participation of the poor in the region’s economies, access to productive resources, appropriate
support for social safety nets and increased human capital investments are important mechanisms
to help eradicate poverty. In pursuit of these objectives, we reaffirm our support for the
strategies contained within the “Commitment on a Partnership for Development and Struggle to
Overcome Extreme Poverty” adopted by the OAS General Assembly.

The World Summit for Social Development to be held in Copenhagen in March 1995, as well as
the United Nations World Conference on Women in Beijing in September 1995, will provide
unique opportunities to define strategies to promote social integration, productive employment

and the eradication of poverty.
16. Universal Access to Education

Universal literacy and access to education at all levels, without distinction by race, national
origin or gender, are an indispensable basis for sustainable social and cultural development,

economic growth and democratic stability.

Governments will:

¢ Guarantee universal access to quality primary education, working with public and private
sectors and non-governmental actors, and with the support of multinational institutions. In
particular, governments will seek to attain by the year 2010 a primary completion rate of 100
per cent and a secondary enrollment rate of at least 75 per cent, and to prepare programs to
eradicate illiteracy, prevent truancy and improve human resources training.

¢ Promote, with the support of international financial institutions and the private sector, worker
professional training as well as adult education, incorporating efforts to make such education
more relevant to the needs of the market and employers.

e Improve human resources training, and technical, professional and teacher training, which are
vital for the enhancement of quality and equity of education within the Hemisphere.

e Increase access 10 and strengthen the quality of higher education and promote cooperation
among such institutions in producing the scientific and technological knowledge that is

necessary for sustainable development.




e Support strategies to overcome nutritional deficiencies of primary school children in order to
enhance their learning ability.

e Support decentralization including assurance of adequate financing and broad participation
by parents, educators, community leaders and government officials in education decision-

making.

e Review existing regional and hemispheric training programs and make them more responsive
to current needs.

e Create a hemispheric partnership, working through existing organizations, to provide a
consultative forum for governments, non-governmental actors, the business community,
donors, and international organizations to reform educational policies and focus resources

more efficiently.

e Urge the March 1995 World Summit for Social Development and the September 1995 Fourth
World Conference on Women to address the issue of universal access to education.

17. Equitable Access to Basic Health Services

Despite impressive gains in the Hemisphere, limitations on health services access and quality
have resulted in persistently high child and maternal mortality, particularly among the rural poor

and indigenous groups.
Govemments will:

e Endorse the maternal and child health objectives of the 1990 World Summit for Children, the
1994 Narifio Accord and the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development,
and reaffirm their commitment to reduce child mortality by one-third and maternal mortality

by one-half from 1990 levels by the year 2000.

e Endorse a basic package of clinical, preventive and public health services consistent with
World Health Organization, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and World Bank
recommendations and with the Program of Action agreed to at the 1994 International
Conference on Population and Development. The package will address child, matemal and
reproductive health interventions, including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, family
planning information and services, and HIV/AIDS prevention, as well as immunizations and
programs combating the other major causes of infant mortality. The plans and programs will
be developed according to a mechanism to be decided upon by each country.

e Develop or update country action plans or programs for reforms to achieve child. maternal
and reproductive health goals and ensure universal. non-discriminatory access 1o basic
services. including health education and preventive health care programs. The plans and
programs will be developed according 10 a mechanism 10 be decided upon by each countny.




Reforms would encompass essential community-based services for the poor, the disabled,
and indigenous groups; stronger public health infrastructure; alternative means of financing,

managing and providing services; quality assurance; and greater use of non-governmental
actors and organizations.

Strengthen the existing Inter-American Network on Health Economics and Financing, which
serves as an international forum for sharing technical expertise, information and experience,
to focus on health reform efforts. The network gathers government officials, representatives
of the private sector, non-governmental institutions and actors, donors and scholars for policy
discussions, analysis, training and other activities to advance reform,; strengthens national
capabilities in this critical area; and fosters Hemisphere-wide cooperation.

Convene a special meeting of hemispheric governments with interested donors and
international technical agencies to be hosted by the IDB, the World Bank and PAHO to
establish the framework for health reform mechanisms, to define PAHO's role in monitoring
the regional implementation of country plans and programs, and to plan strengthening of the
network, including the cosponsors' contributions to it.

Take the opportunity of the annual PAHO Directing Council Meeting of Western
Hemisphere Ministers of Health, with participation of the IDB and donors, to develop a
program to combat endemic and communicable diseases as well as a program to prevent the
spread of HIV/AIDS, and to identify sources of funding.

Urge the March 1995 World Summit for Social Development and the September 1995 Fourth
World Conference on Women to address the 1ssue of access to health services.

18. Strengthening the Role of Women in Society

The strengthening of the role of women in society is of fundamental importance not only for their
own complete fulfillment within a framework of equality and faimess, but to achieve true
sustainable development. It is essential to strengthen policies and programs that improve and
broaden the participation of women in all spheres of political, social, and economic life and that
improve their access to the basic resources needed for the full exercise of their fundamental rights.
Attending to the needs of women means, to a great extent, contributing to the reduction of poverty
and social inequalities.

Govermnments will:

Recognize and give full respect for all rights of women as an essential condition for their
development as individuals and for the creation of a more just. united and peaceful society. For
that purpose. policies to ensure that women enjoy full legal and civil rights protection will be

premoted.




e Include a gender focus in dchlopmcnt planning and cooperation projects and promo?c .thc
fulfillment of women’s potential, enhancing their productivity through education, training, skill

devclopment and employment.

¢ Promote the participation of women in the decision-making process in all spheres of political,
social and economic life.

e Undertake appropriate measures to address and reduce violence aéainst women.

e Adopt appropriate measures to improve women's ability to eam income beyond traditional
occupations, achieve economic self-reliance, and ensure women's equal access to the labor
market at all employment levels, the social security systems, the credit system, and the
acquisition of goods and land. "

e Cooperate fully with the recently-appointed Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women,
its Causes and Consequences, of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.

e Support and actively work to secure the success of the United Nations World Conference on
Women that will take place in Beijing in September 1995.

e Encourage, as appropriate, ratification and compliance with the Intemational Convention on the
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Inter-American
Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women.

e  Further strengthen the Inter-American Commission on Women.

e Call upon regional and intemnational financial and technical organizations to intensify their
programs in favor of women. Encourage the adoption of follow-up procedures on the national
and intemnational measures included in this Plan of Action.

19. Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses

Microenterprises and small businesses account for a large percentage of the employment of the
poor, particularly women, and contribute a considerable percentage of the gross domestic product
of our countries. Strengthened support for microenterprises and small businesses is a key
component of sustainable and equitable development.

Govermments will:
e Turnher pursue or initiate programs of deregulation and administrative simphification.
e Increase efforts 10 enable enterprises 1o obtain information on appropriate technologies

(especiallv those that are environmentally sound). markets. processes. raw materials and
management systems that will permit them 1o be more competitive 1n the global economy.




Develop programs of financial deregulation to reduce costs in credit transactions and
strengthen the institutional capacity of the financial sector servicing microenterprises and
small businesses, and encourage the active participation by multilateral and bilateral
agencies, development banks, commercial banks and other intermediary credit organizations,

consistent with strict performance standards.

Strengthen the institutions and programs that supply services and facilitate access to training
and technical assistance to make possible this sector’s participation in the global economy
through export of its products and services.

Encourage cooperation among businesses in this sector to enable them to benefit from the
advantages of economies of scale without losing their distinctive characteristics.

Promote the strengthening of relations among the public, private and mixed (public/private)
institutions that support the microenterprise and small business sector through programs of
information, training, technical assistance, financing and association-building, enabling this
sector to thrive over the long term.

Recommend to the multilateral development organizations, especially the World Bank and
the IDB, the establishment or fortification of funds and other mechanisms to suppon

microenterprises and small businesses.

20. White Helmets—Emergency and Development Corps

The “White Helmets Initiative™ is based on the conviction that a concerted international effort of
developing and developed countries can facilitate the eradication of poverty and strengthen the
humanitarian rapid response capability of the interational community to emergency
humanitarian, social and developmental needs.

The countries of the Americas could pioneer this initiative through the creation of national corps
of volunteers that could respond to calls from other countries in the region. These national corps
could eventually be put at the disposal of the United Nations.

Governments will on a voluntary basis:

o Through the creation of a national corps of volunteers. be respansible for the following:

Establish, organize and finance a corps of volunteers to work at the national level and, at the
same time, be at the disposal of other countries of the Hemisphere and, eventually, the United
Nations system, on a stand-by basis. for prevention. relief. rehabilitation, technical. social and
development cooperation. with the aim 10 reduce the effects of natural disasters. social and

developmental needs and emergencies.




0 Selection and training of its national volunteer corps;

0 Financing of its national corps of volunteers, encouraging the involvement of the private
sector,;

0 Preparedness to send specialized volunteers, on short notice and at the request of the
United Nations, to cope with situations generated by or to prevent the effects of natural
disasters and humanitarian emergencies.

Contribute to the formation of this corps and invite private enterprises, foundations and
regional financial institutions to do so. -

Contribute to the development of an international roster of volunteers to be maintained in a
master plan in the United Nations to be drawn upon to complement the activities of existing
UN mechanisms. The IDB, OAS, and PAHO should be invited to participate and assist in
developing this corps.

IV. GUARANTEEING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVING OUR

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

21. Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use*

Consistent with Agenda 21 and the Framework Convention on Climate Change, sustainable
energy development and use promote economic development and address environmental
concerns. Governments and the private sector should promote increased access to reliable, clean,
and least cost energy services through activities and projects that meet economic, social, and .
environmental requirements within the context of national sustainable development goals and
national legal frameworks.

Governments will:

Pursue, in accordance with national legislation, least cost national energy strategies that
consider all options, including energy efficiency, non-conventional renewable energy (i.e.,
solar, wind, geothermal, small hydro, and biomass), and conventional energy resources.

Emphasize market-oniented pricing, which discourages wasteful energy use.

Identify for priority financing and development at least one economically viable project in
cach of the following areas: non-conventional renewable energy. energy efficiency. and clean

convenuonal energy.



Promote, in cooperation with the private sector and rural and isolated communities, rural
clectrification programs which take into account where appropriate the utilization of
renewable energy sources, in accordance with the domestic regulatory framework.

e Seek to ratify and begin implementation of the provisions of the Framework Convention on
Climate Change which entered into force on March 21, 1994.

e Encourage the World Bank and IDB to increase promptly and substamia]ly, as a portion of
energy lending, financing of projects in energy cfficiency and renewable energy and
financing to improve the environmental sustainability of conventional energy sources, in

accordance with economic rationality.

e Call on the multilateral financial institutions and other public and private financial
institutions to finance regional and national programs in support of this action plan, such as
training and exchange programs as well as technology cooperation, in accordance with the
needs and conditions of receiving countries.

e Assist with coordination and technical cooperation between countries, using existing regional
organizations, including project identification and implementation, training programs, and
personnel and information exchanges to increase capacity.

e Promote the identification and implementation of private sector projects that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

+ Convene a Sustainable Energy Symposium in the first half of 1995 to discuss follow-up
activities relative to this initiative. In the spirit of cooperation countries will share their

experiences and discuss progress on implementing this action plan.
*This initiative is integrally linked with the Energy Cooperation item.
22. Partnership for Biodiversity

Our Hemisphere contains over half the world's biodiversity. To sustain the Hemisphere's social
and economic development, we must intensify efforts to understand, assess, and sustainably use
this living resource base. We must act now to increase the technical and management capacity
and public awareness of national and international efforts in this area. Agenda 2|, the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and other related international instruments recognize these
nceds and call for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity resources.

Governments will:

Seek 1o ensure that strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity are
integrated into relevant economic development acuivities including forestry. agriculture. and
coastal zone management. taking into account the social dimension and impact of these

acuviues.




e Develop and implement the policies, techniques, and programs to assess, conserve, and
sustainably use terrestrial, marine, and coastal biodiversity resources.

e Seck to ratify the Convention on Biological Diversity and pursue opportunities for
collaboration under it, and, as appropriate, other intemational and regional environmental

instrurnents. :

e Support democratic governmental mechanisms to engage public participation, particularly
including members of indigenous communities and other affected groups, in the development
of policy involving conservation and sustainable use of natural environments. The forms of

this participation should be defined by each individual country.

e Develop national plans and programs to establish and strengthen the management of parks
and reserves, seeking links to economic, social, and ecological benefits for local people.

e Build capacity for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, through programs on
management of parks and protected areas, forests and wetlands management, the Small
Islands Developing States Action Plan, the Coral Reef Initiative, CITES support projects, and
the Canbbean Regional Marine Pollution Action Plan, among others.

e Launch a “Decade of Discovery™ to promote hemispheric technical and scientific cooperation
and to facilitate the exchange of information relevant to the conservation and sustainable use

of biological diversity.

e Increase support of training and education initiatives addressing sustainable use of
biodiversity resources and foster activities by universities, non-govemmental actors and
organizations and the private sector to assist in the training of managers and to empower

local communities.

¢ Call on multilateral financial institutions, including the IDB and the Global Environment
Facility, to support eligible regional and national projects.

¢ Discuss progress on implementation of national and international activities described above
at the 1996 Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia, and at subsequent
annual sustainable development ministerials.

23. Partnership for Pollution Prevention

As recognized in Agenda 21. sound environmental management is an essential element of
sustainable development. Cooperative efforts are needed to develop or improve, in accordance
with national legislauon and relevant intemational instruments: (1) frameworks for enviromment
protection: and (2) mechamsms for implementing and enforcing environmenal regulations. To
achieve this goal. a new partnership will promote cooperative activities for developing
environmmental policies. laws. and institutions: increasing technical capacity: promoting public




awareness and public participation; continuing to pursue technological, financial and other forms
of cooperation; and facilitating information exchange, including on environmentally sound
technologies. The activities of the partnership will build on and advance the implementation of
international agreements and principles including those agreed to at the 1992 United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development and the 1994 Global Conference on the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, in areas identified as priorities by

countries of the Hemisphere.

Governments will:

e Strengthen and build technical and institutional capacity to address environmental priorities
such as pesticides, lead contamination, pollution prevention, risk reduction, waste and
sanitation issues, improved water and air quality, access to safe drinking water, urban
environmental problems, and to promote public participation and awareness. '

e Develop and implement national action plans to phase out lead in gasoline.

e Strengthen national environmental protection frameworks and mechanisms for
implementation and enforcement, and include sustainability criteria and objectives in national

and other development strategies.
e Undertake national consultations to identify priorities for possible intemational collaboration.

¢ Support democratic governmental mechanisms to engage public participation, particularly
from members of indigenous and other affected communities, in the consideration of policies
regarding the environmental impact of development projects and the design and enforcement

of environmental laws.

e Convene a meeting of technical experts, designated by each interested country, to develop a
framework for cooperative partnership, building on existing institutions and networks to
identify priority projects. These projects will initially focus on (1) the health and
environmental problems associated with the misuse of pesticides, and (2) the impacts of lead
contamination from gasoline and other sources. Subsequent activities could address waste,
air, water quality, marine pollution from ships and other sources, and problems associated

with urbanization.

e Promote the participation of organizations, such as the IDB. MIF. the World Bank, PAHO.
the OAS. and non-governmental actors and organizations, as appropriate, to finance. develop
and implement priority projects.

e Develop environmental policies and laws with the goal of ensuring that economic iniegration
of the rezion occurs in an environmentally sustainable manner.



Establish mechanisms for cooperation among government agencies, including in the legal
and enforcement areas, to facilitate environmental information exchange, technology

cooperation and capacity-building. .

Develop compatible environmental laws and regulations, at high levels of environmental
protection, and promote the implementation of intermational environmental agreements.

Discuss progress on implementation of international and national activities described above
at the 1996 Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia and at subsequent
annual sustainable development ministerials.



Appendix

The primary responsibility for implementing this Plan of Action falls to governments,
individually and collectively, with participation of all elements of our civil societies.

Existing organizations or institutions are called upon to implement the package of initiatives that
has emerged from this Summit of the Americas. In many instances we have proposed that
specific issues be examined by meetings of ministers, senior officials or experts. We are also
proposing that some of these initiatives be carried out in partnerships between the public and
private sector. Wanting to benefit from existing hemispheric mechanisms, and considering the

various proposals included in this Plan of Action, we offer the following recommendations,
which shall not impede any government from approaching other institutions not cited herein, as

appropriate.

I. Principal Initiatives in Which International Organizations and Institutions Will Be
Involved

A) ﬁc OAS will have a paramount role in following up on the various decisions of this Summit
meeting. Regarding the Plan of Action, the OAS has a particularly important supporting role in
connection with the following:

e Strengthening Democracy

e Promoting and Protccu;ng. Human Rights

e Combating Corruption

e Eliminating the Threat of National and International Terrorism

e Building Mutual Confidence

e Free Trade in the Americas

e Telecommunications and Information Infrastructure

The Action Plan also envisages roles for the OAS in the following areas:

e Promoting Cultural Values

« Combaung the Problem ot llegal Drugs and Related Crimes

e Coopcraton in Science and Technology

e Strengthening the Role of Women in Society



e Partnership for Pollution Prevention

B) We call on the Inter-American Development Bank to support the activities specified in this
Plan of Action. The policies agreed in the recently completed augmentation of its capital and

replenishment of the Fund for Special Operations already move in the directions identified and
should receive special emphasis. The IDB has a particularly important role in connection with

the following:

Universal Access to Education

Equitable Access to Basic Health Services
Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Busincssc#
Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use

Partnership for Biodiversity

Partnership for Pollution Prevention

In addition, the Action Plan envisages roles for the IDB and its affiliates in the following areas:

Promoting and Protecting Human Rights

Invigorating Society/Community Participation

Promoting Cultural Values

Combating Corruption

Combating the Problem of Illegal Drugs and Related Crimes
Free Trade in the Americas

Capital Markets Development and Liberalization
Hemispheric Infrastructure

Cooperauon in Science and Technology

White Helmets--Emergency and Development Corps



C) Other international organizations, notably ECLAC and PAHO in the Hemisphere, as well as
the World Bank and all agencies of the UN system active in the Hemlsphcrc are called upon to
assist in the implementation of the action items where appropriate.

II. High-Level Meetings

The following high level meetings and conferences are called for to carry out the mandates
emanating from the Summit:

e Summit Conference on Sustainable Development (Bolivia, 1996) with follow-on Annual
Ministerials

Ministerial Conference on Combating Money Laundenng (preceded by working level
meeting)

¢ Conference of Donors for Altenative Development Programs to Curb Narcotics Trafficking

Global Counter-Narcotics Conference

Special OAS Conference on Combating Terrorism

Regional Conference on Confidence-Building Measures (Chile, 1995)

Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Trade (June 1995, March 1996)

- Meeting of Committee on Hemispheric Financial Issues

Hemispheric Meeting on Development of Energy Industries (first semester 1995)

Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Science and Technology (1995)

Meeting Between Governments and Donors/Technical Agencies to Establish Health Reform
Mechanisms

Sustainable Energy Symposium (first half of 1995)

[1I. Initiatives in Which Public and Private Sector Partnerships Play an Important Role

Strengthening Democracy

Promoting and Protecting Human Righis

e Invigoraung Society/Community Participation



Promoting Cultural Values

Combating Corruption

Hemisphenc Infrastructure

Cooperation in Science and Technology

Universal Access to Education

Equitable Access to Basic Health Services
Encouraging Microenterprises and Small Businesses
White Helmets—Emergency and Development Corps
Partnership for Sustainable Energy Use

Partnership for Biodiversity

Partnership for Pollution Prevention




