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There wasn't a dry eye in the White House the day President and Mrs. Clinton 

hosted thê |doption ̂ vent in November, 1998. The President had set a goal in 1996 of 

doubling adoptions and permanent placements from the child welfare system, where 

100,000 children are awaiting homes; over the next year, adoptions increased by ten 

percent. At the event, held during National Adoption Month, the President was to 

announce concerted new efforts to facilitate adoptions, to expand the use of the Internet 

to share information, break down geographic barriers to adoption, and shorten the time 

needed to find families for children and children for families. The honored guests were 

twenty-four newly formed families celebrating adoptions made final that day, along with 

other children's advocates,!adoption professional̂ , 

founder of Wendy's and one of adoption's great advocates, and Washington's mayor-

elect, Anthony Williams, himself an adoptee. The event was held in the East Room, which 

grew silent that day when Mayor Williams rose to talk about how much his adoptive 

family had meant to him, and what might have happened to him otherwise. £ A he finished. 

he introduced 12-year-old Charday Maysy f, who spoke with 

emotional eloquence about what it meant to her to have found her family. She then 

introduced the President. Tfeuŝ as-tfie East Room, a room that has so often welcomed 



brmed by the primal power of familial kings, queens, and illustrious heads of state,) 

love, and the power of policy to foster it. 

The White House hosts dozens of such events every year, honoring Americans 

whose ideas and good efforts have made a difference, Americans who work, so to speak, 

in the trenches of American life to contribute to a better life for us all. Naturally, the kinds 

of events held and the breadth of policy, to say nothing ofthe kinds of ideas, celebrated 

^{vary from administration to administratioî ^djn the case of the Clinton 

administration, the ideas explored have ranged from children's, family, and health care 

issues to violence against women, the needs of the disabled, and the essential importance 

of religious authority as we face the complex challenges of life at the end of this century. 
^ 'in i 

How do such events come about? In some cases, they have a precedent in Whitby<J ^ ^ypvt^ 

House history. First Lady Lucy Hayes, for example, whose husband, RutherfordB. Mayes, ^ J ^ j j O 

inaugurated in 1877, was4hejBfSttOj^^i |̂piorning prayefltcitheHouse; much 

7^ J Uter, during World Wsur n, the idea of a National Prayer Breakfast emerged, to discuss 

j£ ^ [ } e p ^ ) ^ , s problems ofthe War and pray for peacq| this breakfest, which drawŝ members of 
ingress, is typically held annually at a hotel or large gathering place in Washington. Mrs. 

Clintoi^owww; a devout Methodist, dedde^with(fi^raver breakfast̂  to bring the 

idea closer to homdrBecause she strongly believes that our spiritual as 

important as our secular MdfieT she decided to invite the nation's spiritual leaders every 
~7 

year in September, after the summer holiday, to pray, to bless the^Peopl^s Housfr and to Q^jf^^j 

engage in a dialogue about the issues of the day. These nondenominational prayer ^ j j j g / 

break^^gS îthout tho press m%itcd in the State Dining Roonxjewngdl to draw our 



"jigin1™ Madera toacthai into our ccciilar WYW nnri nnH iilsQ_signal a newJr&nynrQ, ev?ry 

^year. HAVE THEY ACTUALLY BEEN HELD EVERY YEAR? 

Other events come about in response to the news of the day, either to celebrate a 

|^) national triumph such as man's landing on the moon (HAS THERE BEEN SUCH A 

tô maie a puvate TRIUMPH CELEBRATED IN CLINTON YEARS?), or tojtmc**^ 

<fyord of condolence with viotimoo of a national tragedy 
bant (piu/uccau-; OuujiL ^ V J O M X ^ 
y as the Clintons did with the 

Denny family from pklahoma Cim aftertwo of th r̂ four children̂ Were seriously hurt in 

the bombing ofthe Murrah Federal Office Buildin în 1995. Because their k ^ ^ c S l d ^ -

was having brain surgery, theryhad been tmable to attend the memorial service over which 

President Clinton presided after the bombing. Upon learning this, he invited the family to 

the White House ntn Intw rime, and tac poignant meeting with the President and 

/ 

Clinton was held some months later. 

Most of 

IK/ 

)events, on the other handCare months in the planning, involve 

dozens of staffers, and reflect Mrs. Clinton's longtime commitment to tke cause aH»ftd. 

Take the White House Conference on Child Care held on October 23,1997-the first time 

that the White House had showcased this issue, which is sti important not only to our 

children but also to our national pro Both President and Mrs. Clinton had worked 

on the issue for years, as had the 

with childcare experts and dropping in on childcare centers; holding focus groups with 

experts)' 

ic Policy team and the First Lady's stafl; qieeting 

; up roundtable discussions with business leaders involved in childqu-egyad€̂  

(^giving speeches un the subject. YetjtKe supjea had never been tied together into one 

cohesive conference, and Mrs. Clinton wanted it given the^aVe imprintjef the White 



House|toOToadcast the message to the nation—how far we've come, how far we still need 

to go to assure available, affordable, safe, quality childcare nationwide. Everyone on her 

stafif from policy experts to those in the social office^egan to put togcthcrjhe 

conference Co A^-f lXc/^ . 

If you talk to anyone who works closely with the First Lady, one worĉ comes up 

over and over again: inclusive. Mrs. Clinton is avid in her desire to bring as many people 

to the White House as possible, and also to give credit where credit is due—in this case, to 

childcare workers themselves. Âs the cuufuuioo was organized̂  two panels)jbr which 

wide variety of experts were asked to participatê were set up, onejftf me mommg session 

and one for the afternoon sessioigjthe First Lady we^J host̂ /lunch in the dining room in 

between, and a reception on the South Lawn after the afternoon session. In all, there were 

tedbe-150 guests, including, among others, members of Congress, governors and other 

state and local officials, experts, businesspeople, economistSt-andfChildcare providers 

themselves, whose work is so vital to our nation^Miow, Mrs. Clinton's Social Office has 

an unbelievably wide networmall over tne country, and they were faced with the happy 

(albeit difficult) chance of choosing a number of childcare workers to invite (to a one, all 

of whom were awed by their invitation to the White House, created with the same care 

that goes inbVMft an invitation to a state dinner). Several hundred additional people were 

invited to three federal agencies to watch the proceedings by satellite, and the Conference 

was also broadcast live via satellite to more than 100 locations in at least 48 states. 

There is no better platform than the White House to elevate and celebrate issues 

and ideas in this wâ amheach event reaches out to America, and'brings America in, in the 



same way. Although, strictly speaking, policy is not enacted at an issues event, these 

White House forums amplify initiatives to the public, sometimes further grassroots 

movement in a given area, and draw attention to work that remains to be done. In this 

way, Mrs. Clinton has highlighte(|5uch programs as Healthy Families America, which helps 

at-risk mothers and mothers-to-be; publicized the work the Pediatric Aids Foundation has 

done to reduce prenatal transmision ofthe disease; celebrated with a special ceremony the 

signing of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Art̂ vttlgffmftd Hrnlth Smirity 

vEjq?raoD partioiponts and tudui&ul theif work toward umvorool health inwano coverage;, 

hosted a breakfest to draw attention to advances made in breast cancer research; and 

demonstrated, at a reception, this administration's commitment to reducing teen 

pregnancy—among scores of other such events. This is democracy at work, welcoming 

ideas to the $eqpteV^ouse, and sending them back to the people. 
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JNTON RF.OTTFST THF Pf,EAStJRE.,., 

If you've ever watched^adcast over C - S P A N ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ + t e ^ T ^ 

(statedj^wfaiaC^fe^ n„• f n, n rn..nt. ̂ « ; . ^ c j i n ! L J : p i ^ i n B r r r f i i ( i l , n r iind^/ 

^ Mm Climwn mid Utwir flmatj. juu'ra ageing muili nmft UianCorid leaders, dozens of 

f̂amiliar (and unfamiliar) faces passing through in their finest clothes, and the pageantry 

that accompaniea such a formal afiair. You'r̂ Soang the pastin iwo centuries of protocol^ 

t̂ethp-miilrinfl, and ymi'ra IIBU seeing the future, as the President and his guests forge the 

relations today that will take their countries together into tomorrov- ^Y^nfir^1- wh«n 

.̂ Jlm CliiiLuiu WLltuiuu tliu wurid, you're seeing hirtory. because every slate visit, official 

visil, working visit, and even private visits will be studied and analyzed by historians and 

future Presidents forever . ^ / ) • 1^1, A „ 

Thd Wufcyou sec on television today>eveA flawiesaly, everyone in the right place 

at the right ttm l̂jiit 15 wasn't always thia way-andiffieprotocol faux p ŷnakc for lively 

histoiy. During the winter of 1803-04, for example, Thomas Jefferson caused a scandal 

when,planned ceremonial meeting, he greeted Great Britain's minister to the United 

StateyaaHall̂  in the hallway at the foot of the grand staircase, wearin«>oniinHi* 

everyday clothes. The minister, in fufl diplomatic dresŝ guuidud it f^slui as an 

insult. Later, a l j dinny h »»hi>.h tM Lit iiiviitdv tho President also insulted the high-

•geoiees.! aaval UBi^nsNoo : i/NdEe : z i • ee-i -e 
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ranking minister's wife by neglecting to escort her to the tablê he took Dolley Madison's 

arm instead̂ . Even worse, by the protocol standards ofthe day, was the fact that 

Jefterson—the ultimate republican—didn't believe in seating charts, and the minister and his 

ifc had to jostle among the other guests to^wdTseat̂ And it didn't IHnt. Jdluion 

had also invited the minister from France to the same dinner, at a time when France and 

England were at war. The reports the minister sent back to England that winter, needless 

to say, were not very favorable>*> t 1 ^ - tf*^ C - O u o K t y 

Clearly, democracy notwithstanding, adherence 10 prevailing social forms was 

called for, and subsequent presidents and their wives began ft^powing the kind of "SQC tCXXs 

they Uoented ar 

i— today, from administration " van 

appropriate for a democracŷ  e 
- i o r ? . _ 

to admimrtfatiBn^rtc visits by heads of N o t^t l^O^ 

state seldom took place£r the lust ueiiliuy, and̂ preSidents didn't^fien go abroad the way ^ 

they do now a» a matter of course so the state dinnerhd^for the princess of Spain during 
was a rare event, and a social Grover Cleveland's administration ([n 189 

highlight of his tenure, The princess and her consort were to join the President and First 

Lady upstairs in the residence, then proceed together to the East Room: protocol dictates 

that one dignatary should never be kept waiting for another. While the President was 

waiting upstair*, however, the princess made her way to the bast Room alone, and all 

ceremonial planning went out the window. By 1928, after ^diiartraua seating plan at 

another stateHinneĵ  the need for a Protocol Office was apparent, and President Coolidge 

established one in the State Department. Today, same sixty people work in the office, on 

behalf of American embassies abroad and visitors coming to Americ with 

'.i L . / e . # 
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welcoming and honoring the nearly two hundred countries of thejworld. It is almost 

unheard of now that any detail governing the fine points of protocol for visitors irom 

abroad could be overlooked. . ^ ^ < 

Even witl 

^ ,4T> -h^- ^^.Hr 
each President and First Lady welcome thd worldJSs distinctly their own. Like her 

predecessors, Mrs. Clinton has distinctive ideas about Jnti^trtfi^er gatherings both 

irotocol now firmly in place, ho waver, the manner in which 

large and small, and from the beginning began to express them in her new home. 

Indeed, the Clintons waited until they'd been in the White House for ei dghteeru? 

5ou fc 
Mt'Ofl "IO o f 

o r Di •oiUfc ^ 

mnnthft lypfhrw • fi'H-^le state dinner, for Emperor Akihito of Japan, mitially ,h«~"P'u-1 XA*^ 

to meet with world leaders and domestic policy makers 

/^Td smalleM^iiga, to fljlly understand the challenges ahead of them 

0-*̂  a* — —v. 
tjn mtin imtimatn wnya, ^ 

hem before inviting t h p ^ 

ill I hi L j L llllMiHI 'liilii world in state-dinner styi 

_fThia tan 4 to say thai the ggg^k ĉ idn't MUertgnTirTBOflc fitt^ThoMterhHact, 

^tey learned their way around the House with every event they held. As First Lady, Mrs. 

Clinton haajwatrteri to oper^p the house more, and̂ b mov^ome^fthe events off the 

state fl"^ " " f h " r '•~""f "H nil n"™- f t r ET*""^". in order to convey the sense that the 

White House is open and acceggjble îuhe saeae way thnt n̂ awiiling wntor's perfnrmancg 

/tntr Hmisff is in fact Amcriea s atage-Mrs, Clinton wanted 

truly to inhabit her home, and invite her visitors into every room of its history. 

Tc^Gary Walters'initiBl puazlement, for example, Mrs. Clinton was enthusiastic 

about using/tfte wmte Mouse-yvirtualiy evety room of the house to create intimate 

settings for lunches and dinners. One day she suggestediWch|n the Vermwlle roon^a. 

11 / * # 9 e o / . e 6 9 ! 
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serene room on the ground floor displayed thi House1 ̂ 'European vcrmeille pvLca s 

MJllBttiun, until thecuratorsand Preservation Committee agreed it could be put to better 

use displaying American artifacts and severaljpf the oollaction'i portraits of Hirst Ladies. 

I S ' 

> Roon̂ \AlthoughJt 

idea the question asked is. Is there a way we can do this? Usually, the answer, as it was in 

this case, was yes.^eius also hosted guests in the East Garden Room, adjacent to the 

Jacqueline Kennedy Garden; in the Library, to discuss her plans to update the White 

House Library for the first time since(nc) and held dinners in the Cross Hail, which was 

previously used only as a passageway, and the Map Room. Al some of their dinners, the 

Clintons have had one table set up in each of the ground and first floor state rooms, with 

designated hosts for each table. The guests choose their table numbers from a goldfish 

bowl, the President and First Lady Visit every room, and there are no protocol 

considantion^hatevar. " " 

T̂ae/gflw and the President began to invite more visiting dignitaries up to the 

residence, even u(protocol didn't require it̂  given the nature ofthe particular visitj £ t 
hosU/sU n o&l 
i^lea with|BftngUdefth'| Prime Ministê ? 

with the President, htr f̂ eat, » rytnrlim frjn sci vii a luitiadan break! 

jipd a viiit lu tlie aLiidanu,; Ute tea was jicW in the Yellow Oval Room t̂hi' issiifate 

the steps toward peace A series of intimate lunches 

in the Middle East; that they were held at the White House was truly historic. After the 

signing ofthe Middle East peace agreement, which was attended by a huge gathering on 

. a a v a j . aawnsNaa iwdee : z L '• 6 6 - i - 6 
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the South Lawn, the Presidenl̂ Yassar Arafat, ̂ onjamin Netanyahu, and the late Israeli 

Prime Minister Menachem Begin adjourned to lunch in the Family Dining Room of the 

residenr^a luneh heard 'rnimd the world Subsequent visits marked-the event as wdl. 

C The President also invited former Presidents Ford, Carter, and Bush, all of whom had 

worked toward peace in the Middle tiast, back to the White House to demonstrate the 

continuity of their work toward peace. The late Jordanian King Huessin, a special friend to 

the U.S. and instrumental in advancing tne peace? and his American-born wife. Queen 

Noor, were lunch guests as weUXhnmhirQrri and rreiitli flits un tin. TIUHMUI bakuny, as 

was King Huessin's son. King 'ihdullil̂ ji hn himirlf rnprmnntrrd rrmtianitv iaJha wotk 

ioward peace! — awaiaegBer to 1^ fitthar. 

Although there are always naysayera who want the White House to look back to 

Europe to define its style, Mrs. r'i-trr^m almn ndaTinrf' thnf "hr i*,int'Ml ^ demonstratecL 

that American style—in cuisine, wines, furniture, art,entertainment--hf̂ truly come into lis 

own in every way0andihat this wu the style she wantytî p expresŝ rtfthe White Houselo 
Mrs, C i ^ o ^ 

elegant yet friendly, ant^ke informal, both for formal and informal events.̂ o this end, 

jfyg* also tried to make the service, even for state and official dinners, as friendly and easy 

as it could be. After about a year as First Lady, she noticed that not only did a lot of her 

guests seem uncomortable with traditional French service, in which waiters pass the 

platters with each dish for the guests to help themselves, but also that serving took much 

longer that way. Shejhws changed |6e service American plated/ in which waiters serve 
plates thai have been warmed and beautiMy composed for the guests by the kitchen staff, 

HS dessert, wtHe*1 is still served the traditional way, because the 

L L /Q i i SEOi969 '. 
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presentation ô Mesnier's desserts is so dramatiĉ  Tn combine the awe every guest feels 

at any event at the White House and a respect for tradition with a comfortable, warm, and?— 

^easy style of entertaining has worked so well that performing artists have risen 

spontaneously to sing at Mrs. Clinton's tables, and at one black-tie dinner, for Nelson 

Mandela, a few of the guests formed a dance line-before the designated dancing. 

a^^cws of an upcoming state event doesn't take long to electrify all branches of the 

government, as Mrs. Clinton and her staff were to leam as they began planning their first 

state dhmer̂ invitations to the White House have been highly coveted since John Adams] 

i residence. Technically, a "state" dinner is hosted by the President to welcome a 

head of sfat̂ , While an "official" dinner is one given for a head of government--

mmisteT ây inntoad of a king. On the other hand, the terms have been interchanged so 

often (and also used casually; Lincoln considered his first state dinner to be one he gave 

for his Cabinet) that the distinction is rarely made anymore. When Britain's Prime Minister 

Tony Blair was entertained at the White House, no one split hairs over the terminology: 

state dinner. Working visits and private visits, which the Clintons hosted more often in 

their first months in office, aren't governed as stiictlŷ as state visits, but even there, certain 

rulesjrf proloool will always apply. 

The Social Secretary filters the news of a state dinner first through the protocol 
4 c o ^ - -

office, who wilt contact the embassy involved, compile the embassy's guest list; disMm 

any dietary restrictions, preferences, or aUergi^gi cultural issues that may apply-white 

flowers, particulaly chrysanthemums, signify mourning in most of South America, for 

example, and wotdd^hos not be used in the flower arrangements, nor would one display 

i i s i . # . s e c L s e s : a a v u x tiaiAinsNoo: wdEE : z i : e s - 1 - s 
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red flowers at a state event held to "a CuiHAiunist counbyTln addition, the protocol office 

; in oraerlo uncover special (or sometimes Mrs. Clinton herself) will pf&be a little 

ways in which to honor a guest. The king of Morocco, who has ruled for more than thirty 

years, had been pa stajetifflttefs many times, and Mrs. Clinton was eager to have the slate 

dinner she and the President hosted in his honor be as special to him as the very first 

dinner he ever attended. Once it was discovered that he was a huge jazz fan, the answer 

fell into place: jjrs evening's errtertainmentH(as jazz/Br a head asd of state migbi be partial 

a special flower, which Nancy Clarke witl then incorporate into bouquets for the tables. 

t̂tWJflyii, OlUUgli, a statu diniw is 

honar the gueots 

^ Kvery arm of gf 

r-y tfr ihrrvfT1""' Amf"*""1 

lent isaalted teprovi 

vited has to have a 1 hto be invited1 

»iwide< suggested guest lisjy and-evaryope 

a to the 
^ . 

^iiiiiil Offirc from the Cabinet d the Vice President's office, the State 

Department; the National Security Council, the White House offices of political and 

congressional affairs, the press secretary, and the Democratic National Committeetif 

every department had its wishes tomtftnie. thousands upon thommiiLcpf people would 

p̂robably be invited each thnepat best̂ tha East Room, which seats more people than the 

State Dining Room and is the setting for many state dinners, can accommodate 240. The 

Social Office winnows the lists, before presenting them to the President and Mrs. Clinton. 

This complicated process has been much sim 

• couldn't communieaitt ivith aarh other by < 

* 'es-eFgovernment 

. The Social 

Secretary's office has also computerized past guest Ksts for cross-checking, and, in order 

1 1 / a # g e o i 8 6 9 : aavtdx aawnsNOO : UNdee : z i : 6 6 - i . - e 
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to be as inclusive as possible, compiled lists of members of Congress and other branches 

of government who have never before been invited to a White House event. 

Some guests are invited automaticallŷ the Vice Presidentrror example, the 

Secretary of State, and up to a dozen guests in the visiting dignitary's entourage. Members 

of Congress, people from the suggested guest lists, and certain staffers are also honored 

with an invitation. Fjflm the oorporaia world, business leaders who do a great deal of 

business with the country in question are asked to attend, (slpnĝ wtth people from a broad 

spectrum of America—artists and writers, media people, people from the eniertamment 

world. Regardless of who's in power, party loyalists have always been included, as have 

guests with roots in the culture being honored. 

Once the Social Office draws up the tentative list, the Social Secretary will submit 

it to Fresident and Mrs. Clinton, who then personalize it with ideas of their own. When 

she thinks about her guest lists, Mrs. Clinton, an avid reader, often turns to a file she keeps 

about interesting peoplê he reads about all over Americf̂ people »ho are doing different 

Îriwda of things, and one of these people might well receive, seemingly put of the blue, an 

\ invitation to the White House., drawing uRSneh a guest hst is a high art̂ > 

weaving together a different tapestry of America tojjrescnt to the world each time/]|4tteh 

later, another high arjtcyii rt mtormed intuition, ̂ eofihto playjflthi seating arrangements UvUi~< 
1 if i it , fnl i ^ • ^ x s ^ a - ^ SittAjLiK>^-QflUttA^ac^^ 

O ^ K A n L ^ y uatut^^ mft boaras, wither the guests' name^^^Trelhe boards with Velcro, 

The more Caprida Marshall and her staff know about^Sy^uest's interests, then, the 

batter. (For security reasons, the FBI also has to know the birth date and Social Security 

1 1 / 6 » 
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number of every American guest, in order to run a background check, Before entering the 

House, the guests will pass through security at the East Appointment Gate.) 

Sary Walters is involved in the planninĝ om the beginning, His years of 

accumulated White House wisdom are invaluable, because state dinners always grow from 

a respect for tradition, and thp same question is always asked first: How has this been 

done before? And then: How can we do it iiff-r-ntly^pYtMl a frrrfl) nrw t-inr* Even with 

Îhoao avonts strictly bracketed by protocol, giere's infinite room to vary the details, and all 

of the twenty-five state dinners the Clintons have hosted to date have felt very different, 

from the setting and the pay-lhe tabfê goked to the meals and the entertainment that 

followed. More than once, the President and First Lady have adjourned to the residence 

after inviting the guests to continue dancing and stay as long as they lik^jnd stay they do. 

To the three White House calligraphers, the invitations they send out for a state 

dinner (or, for that matter, any White House event) act the stage for the event, and offer 

the guests the first inkling ofthe care that goes into the planning. Eveiy invitation is hand 

engraved, every envelope hand-lettered, all feature the Presidential seal embossed in gold, 

and many guests have commented that the very arrival of the invitation—on fine Crane's 

made-io-America stationary—creates the first memory of the occasion. 

First I 

In the earliest administrations, invitations were written in longhand; often by the 

d̂V, who sometimes invited her friends over to h e l £ ^ By good tuckrhowever. 

President UTysaes S. Grant had en hij utiffa man lomanaga the social end-efthe ^ ^ 

p̂rasideneyt whose hobby yks ualligiatjliy.jjlgrthe invitations issuedffonTthe White House j T ^ -

began to set a new tone of elegance. Today the scriptorium in the East Wing of the White / ' 

7%a>- H^>~t~ O^T 
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House is an integral part of every event, supporting the Social Office gith all its graphic 

needs. Whether it's an event announcing a new public policy initiative or a state dinner, 

the calligraphers are involved, designing and creating invitations, programs, menus, place 

cards, escort envelopes, and the art that distinguishes one event from another̂  all grwhieh 

are destined to become keepsakes; rarely does anyone leavê ao much as a menu behind 

after a visit to the White House. 

Chief Calligrapher Rick Paulus taught himself calligraphy when he was twelve, and 

has never wanted to do anything clso t̂'s an art that's grounded in history jiefal^but 

also leaves room for innovation̂ nd ways to uvuke the eontan iporB̂ *̂ev0fi the fiilun. He 

and his colleagues always tailor the script to the occasion, choosing, for example, a Strung, 

dark script to announce a visit from the President of Germany, or a light, delicate, even 

flowery script for an invitation to a springtime tea. One script he particularly likes to use is 

thê rfpy American Spencerian script, which dates to the late 1800s. (Spencer taught the 

script to Palmer, a railroad record keeper, who simplified it. Palmer's script, in upper and 

lower case, was then posted, for generations, in every elementary school classroom, the^ 

basis for teaching American schoolchildren to write script.) 

<y givea way to almost cndlew variation. This is painstaking work. Although Paulus can, in a 

pinch, do a menu in ninety minutes, he prefers to spend ten to fifteen hours perfecting it 

before it's engraved and then printed. 

In the early planning stages uf a state visit, the protocol office sends an advance 

team to discuss the forms of address to be used, which always show the highest respect 

the program, one individual piece is 

team to discuss the forms of address to be used, whu 

ând slandgrflk It there is to be art embellishing, say. 
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created, and then reproduced. Paulus and his colleagues will then, in conjunction with the 

Social Office, begin their design worly liiviiatiuus, IIICIHM, progrnma, and ao on, if possible 

reflecting a particular interest ofthe gue%^^^hi6h continues until the day ofthe 

event, when the place cards are finally laid on the tables. Any last-minute changes in the 

guest list (or worse, the menu or entertainment-and^Fs happened), and the work has to 

berecas^hr uiilu fui the memoiiej the calligMphus havt hdpud grwata to bo eonest. 

^Mnuitimej ̂ throughout the rest ofthe Hous^gwi even as they're planningmd 

f̂fitecutmff a ^ number^ other evmt%/t!icstafF is also working full speed ahead on the 

upcoming state dinneî Even though the ritual of a state dinner is essentially the same—the 

arrival ofthe guests, the arrival of President and Mrs. Clinton and th^g^Ml^o^the^ 

sound ofthe Marine Band playing "Hail to the Chief," the receiving line, drinks, dinner, 

and then the entertainmen̂ ithere is nothing perfunctory about such an aflair, and even the 

most seasoned staffers are thrilled every time. Whether the guests emerge with their own 

security from limousines or walk up to the gate to the East Wing on foot, the sense of 

Cgmagte; of traditionyjlf llM flhoer sense of Ameriea is palpable every minute of the evening, 

and a Mate evening casts a glow over all who touch it that's almost impossible to describe. 

It's the American spirit coming alive-and reaching out to touch the world. jfliB spirit 

^—behind every slate avenl thus oeemc to build andj if anything, the enthuaiajrn that goes into 

, . the planning is redoubled tt wy rimei as if Amerioa herself is at stake, as peihaps-shi. is. 

Some weeks before a state event̂ N&ncy Clarke schedules an appointment, kh^-f^ 

typically in the East Room V̂o review [with Mrs. Clinton! the selection of tabled oth^^ 

flower arrangements she has been working on for weekŝ hersetf. Several tables are set upl 

11 
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^(wnd UILIL umy ba a faw other tabloo aa well, >u Imlp VDJ Cliimm juU,Û llrgTablu.4otHfl 

jĝ td fl<nw8rp far other upcoming events) for the First Lady's penaajtoabkuluihe for state 

y nffiiro npf rpntnri, gid Hiffarmt aaiih time, it would unhrnrri nf it thr White Houae le 

y itput ilitiu.) Clarke has staged her preview with great precision^y imw,slit Knuws, fui 

gimmpla, that tiie flowers for every table must be displayed at their fullest bloom, and she 

has ordered them one, two, or three days ahead so that her sample displays will show them 

at their full opulence. Amaryllia, roses, and hypericum take one day after they're delivered 

to open fully, for example, and Rothschild lilies can take up to three days. Because Mrs. 

Clinton prefers seasonal flowers, which are also more economical, Clarke will often order 

her samples ahead ofthe season, knowing which ones will be^high seauon and perfect 

form by the time ofthe event. Mrs. Clinton brings to these previews a sophisticated eye, 

intuiting when the vases, the flowers, and the tablecloth work togther perfectly 

^ haromoniae a table,, anfrhy now, she and Clarke speak in almost a shorthand; if there are 

changes to be made, Clarke understands how to make them. Then the flowers for the 

event-Jwhich might take four people up to five days to e^Srtc-are ordered. 

4*-
Mrs. Clinton also chooses the china for every official or state even̂ ĥteh must 

• the tablecloths, the flowers, the food to be served, and the mood ofthe 

event. What's more, there must be enough china for the event in question. 

> many First Ladies have left as a legacy a new set of White House china, 

Mrs. Clinton, like others her predecessors, decided instead to use the money 

appropriated to her to replenish some of the existing sets of state china. The collection of 
-pie.ces uJU-jL-ol—'O-yQ̂  

White House china,̂ mspiayed behind glass in the China Room on the ground floor jwd-

12 
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^tnrftd olsovhere, includes china or glsssware used by nearly every Presaden^^utî Lpo-

^mrans holds fampteta nnlfl of all thg rhinn on digphy. In the nineteenth century, china was 

routinely thrown out, auctioned oft or replaced, until 1889, when Mrs. Benjamin 

Harrison, realizing the historic importance ofthe collection as a whole, began collecting 

pieces from earlier administrations and putting together the collection. The choice of china 

for̂ state dinners includes china from the Truman, Johnson, and Reagan administrationsT^^Se.^^ 

Among the chinagETSlrs. Clinton h a s ^ a out is that from the Wilson administration, 

the first state service made in America, in Lenox, New Jersey. Gold-bordered, with a 

cobalt blue banner and the Presidential seal m the center, the set now contains enough 

service plates for a state dinner as well. Mrs. Clinton has sometimes used the Wilson 

service plates, and the Franklin Delano Roosevelt china for the rest ofthe meal When it 

comes time for a state dinner, the curators will bring out the china from storage, then 

inventory it before it's put away again after the event. 

President Ulysses S. Grant and his wife replenished the Lincoln china and also 

bought new china, as well they might have. They needed a lot of china. At their state 

dinners, they served up to twenty-nine courses. They also introduced the custom 

(discontinued immediately after they left office) of a break in the middle of dinner so the 

guests could stretch and cleanse their palates with a lemonade, brandy, and mm punch, 

before moving on to the second half of dinner, including a few rounds of dessert at the 

end. It took more than a century to pare down the number of courses to the four served 

under Mrs Kennedy, and ever since: J c first course, Ijhe entree, jhe salad course, and 

desscn. no one ever complains of leaving a state dinner hungry. 

13 
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Early on in planning a state dinncrjGu^aJters.jp^cheib, Pastry Chef ftjT) (X^M-

Mesnicr, and̂ Capricia Marshall meet to discuss the menu in broad outline, and to look into 

Walters' records to see what's been done before Then Scheib and Mesnier begin to 

research the country in question, and to plan a menu that's both thoroughly American and 

yet pays tribute to the Clintons' guests. For the first state dinner for the Emperor of Japan, 

for instance, Mesnier ceweS^SFa dessert of cherry sherbet with almond ice cream, 

California "Berkeley" cherries, and wild strawbenry sauce, served in a sushi basket. In * ̂ "' ^ 

1995, for the Korean state diwjsrfor President Kim Young Sam, ginseng tea truffles 

accompanied Mesnier's dessert, a pistachio and nectarine rose of sharon wilh strawberry 

sauce. Out of deference to the English custom of a savory to end a meal, Scheib served 

herbed cheese crisps with the salad course for the Great Britain state dinner for Prime 

Minister Tony Blair, and also served kasha as part of the first course when the Clintons 

hosted Russia's President Boris Yeltsin There's â commcrciajkitchen on the ground 

floor, m which£cheib,^tBs^ and the extra kitchen stafiT hired for state dinners will 

cook the meal, and from which the extra butlers hired for the occasior, most of whom arc 

state dinner "regulars," will serve il. As the menus evolve, Mrs. Clinton, like her (l^t-O-*-^--

predecessors, meets with the kitchen staff to sample the various dishesy surely urit ofthe 

great puiki uflhuJoR Imagine tasting your way through a state diimeTsuch as this one, 

for Lieutentant Jerry John Rawlings, President of Ghana: 

Five Spice Roasted Duck over Marinated Pears and Papaya/ ^ fi^X^-fo Ol <£-
it-^JJU b u i ^ ^ /^rtrv^ 

Scalhon and Vegetable Salad ^ ^ ^ n Z u ^ V ( W ^ 
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Gingered Red Pepper Dressing 

Grilled Yellowtail Snapper 

Butteniuu Celeraic, Gold Potato Hash 

Truffled Lobster Fricassee 

Roasted Pumpkin Sauce 

Mache, Spinach, and Winter Greens Salad 

Tomatoes and Herbed Goat Cheese Baked in Brioche 

Basil Vinaigrette 

Dessert? 

^X^Scheii 

Working with wine consultants Daniel Shanks and David Berkley,̂ walters and 

ib also choose the wine to accompany each course. Ever since the Carter 

administration, all the wines served in the White House have been domestic wines; amfc-—(j 

Walters works with vintners ail over the country to seek out the^eSI^&ais^vines that UV 

might be specially suited to a specific state dinnerftw mm founri an A 

))Ucalle<r^Mian Vallrv for inntanfp ft) il TI 'imiiiiiinn imiinine \\ now ^ ,TH , < " ' " " J 

•̂the iKmerinnn M>ine inriiHfiy Thriving, with ytnerŝ artlcaiarty eager to work witn tne 

White House, even designating special White House wines. Cgjiua no recent Preaiduut IffS 

^ hnf t-r r-rTrrtTn tb" T^ r t i r a " f "-f'"1*"* »r.fliM n—.—J T.ft ,.t.. nn r̂̂ iM, nn .n...^ 
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ivinfifi it dinnprm-vintiUfn wimn fnr thngi. \\u M m u jing. ta p^uade to his causes polUlcally, 

^>-anri Iptser twines for the oth 

The state dinner may be the highli ightOrt-a stoto visit is coiii0mal of a series of 

events, beginning with the arrival ceremony on the south lawn, jnd Hit Cist appeaiunu. by 

the Marine Band^lhe President's Own;" under the direction, since 1996, of Lieutenant 

Colonel Tim Foley^Wp CL U^fr- O^l^ ^ 0) 

JJiflieĴ anne Band, wWclredehrated its 2O0th annhn1 ly 11 lona rm.tn.. 

at thn White Hnmr n yaw, ta.li une flmiuiing UilTuum music 

. Diffrn MT 147 mrmhari cif tlit bmid, iUid their 

a state arrival ceremoiiyj tl̂ y plaŷ ie national anthem of 

the visiting country, n|irt 1 Ilii yiwul mlmn l|T,»«»«ftK. 

At a state dinner, they're the fiffi sound you hear upon entering the house, yiiuii IIIUML IS 

tuJi^ K ^ U M J ^ ^ ^ O ^ ) ^ , 

îiiciedibly taiiul llwy play as a groû tor break down mto such smaller groups as n rimplt 

flute and Sup â string quartet, or a string ensembl<@aiuJ L î̂ Kulĝ fromadministration1^ 

to administration, depending on the musical tastes of the First-Family in residence. Foley 

remembers thaî or state affairs in previous administrations, there was usually a large 

group of the band that played in the central foyer all through dinner and up until the 

entertainment. The Clintons prefer smaller, more intimate groups of musicianfthroughout 

the houŝ  pr strolling musicians, " ith tha rmin nnrt womrn rtf thn hforii 
OLAJU 4 < J J U U I ~ J ^ CK ct 

^ Uuuugliuut Hiu Huuim îlHjiiiig miflly, the wtfnen't A line akirta swiymg UkH bHUi>, a, if 
^relnftr'clrifl tht iinmic. 
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Foley, a clarinet player who joined band in 1968, researches the music for every 

state dinner, with a musical salut̂ tan to the gueŝ fis first considerationjjhemire other 

'1, TheJjiMtfrot music will vary depending on the size of the room, the 

number of people attending, the number of members of the hanripgrfnrrcijng, yiH wit 
( : " ^ u 

^planned, too, se as to be distinctly diflerent from the entertainment scheduled for after the 

dinner, The mood of the music also has to match the moment during the evening in which 

it will be played, T^play during President Yeltsin's slate dinner, for example, jmeng 

Foleŷ êSaô ^Bt̂  alltSê nown piece of Russian music hy the composer Anton 

Arensky.̂ fhe piece wa/exactly twelve minutes long] and just the right mood and tenor to 

play as the receiving line was in progress, 

The band was playing in the southeast comer of the East Room^ now empty, and 

Foley began the«e6e is the guests were moving through the receiving line in the Cross 

Hall. Toward the end ofjf̂ Se looked over his shoulder anye-hia amaaement, found that 

he way1trplayiitg baiikMluuud UIUS'IL at all but directing a concert ft^pnr pnnnn ""V' 
President Yeltsin, who had managed to slip away from the receiving line. With his jacket 

over his shoulder, Yeltsin, who in fact did know the piece, was listening intently and, as 

the MMA drew to its close, gave Foley and the band members a thumbs-up. 

Mustc^llie UJUVei sal language, has also played a diplomatic role many other times 

during the Clinton administration. One of the the Uveliestj^as at the dinner for British 

Prime Minister Tony Blair, who had requested transatlantic rock 'n roll—Stevie Wonder 

and Elton T"h"^nnthr^ h'0wffBbt3»^ lyric soprano Hea-KyungHong^whu^jung at Hie ^Jz—-^ 
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"["••in Tliiii limiii ffirPii liilmit tfim Yminr Sim introduci^tha music of European 

composers to tho guests from Korea, and Korean composers to the Americans assembled. 

Most challenging, perhaps, was the question of how to honor not nngihut more than forty 

countries, at the events scheduled for the 50th anniversary^ 1999̂ of the signing ofthe 

North Atlantic Treaty forming NATO. C 

Theories of events^ere months in the planntnga|hirirurUw piutueohmd 

(̂ .tacurity aonaidwatiuiu aluuu fbl weltUlltlng umic ihsn fprty would laaderii lor a Weekend. 

There would be a lunch on Friday in the Yellow Oval Room of the residence hosted by the 

First Lady for the spouses of the world leaders, followed by a dinner that evening for 

about sixty leaders and diplomats held in the East Room. The .following night, Saturday, 

April 24, there would be a gala dinner for 600 in a huge/Eent erected on the South Lawn. 
U&JJL. 

For Mrs. Clinton, the firsLwUtng of how she wanted the weekend lo unfold came 

the year before, in Santiago, Chile, while she was attending a hemispheric conference. The 

Firsl Lady of Chile had hosted an outdoor dinner in the courtyard of the Presidential 
i JIM 44M-2£±A-aJ2 

an elongated, crescem-shaped table, whertafr ^ Palacty na gwiya«FB*t at̂  

jh» gueitfl could see each other .vlltti x was nu head table and therefor a nu jimtuml 

^rnhlrms, wliitll giUUpt Uf luuud tabkj sumiHiiweB present, aad the table iwjtillLd a ujzy, 

yitmiate feeling into tJie uteaaiehi That, she decided, was the kind of table she wanted for 

Friday's dinner during the NATO weekend. Working with the First Lady of Chile. 

Capricia Marshall got pictures from that night, along with the dimension^ and proceeded 

to havegfc table buih.̂ A year later, the table wflrked perfectly. 
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sat in the center, in the bottom ofthe "smile," surrounded by world leaders all at the same 

tabJê jreqaaUboiing. 

Saturday's dinner was as expansive as Friday's was intimate, extraordinary in an 

entirely different way. The setting was magnificent, a massive, beautifully d e c o r a t e d C ^ ^ ^ 

wjthjporticos giving it a sense ojrpermanence "VersaiJleJon̂ thc South lawn," some 

Presidents, Secretanes of State^pre'eSdented array of oWcMs^iTaWiineed as 

SjhLj ...udL Uui, Way m UMlgnaied TaHes^er the dinner.̂ tho^ baritone Thomas 

Hampson and soprano Renee Fleming gav^parfhrnm^h^ h ] t d j u ^ ^ j ^ 

^ n t i a i , U ^P»** in several different languagS/S^ledged as many 

countries as possibl̂ anU sumehuw evukud Qm ^UU ul mt miun In a way that wah loth 

1 •"•1^hiiitantd, ^iMJM^ jumdiuw, uf Hie UhlWsal, J u ri l.ke the eVenrltself. 
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Christmas at the White House: An American Tradition 

[need opening] 

John Adams was the first President to 

celebrate Christmas in the White House. Just a 

month after moving in to the unfinished residence, 

Abigail Adams hosted the first White House 

Christmas party - a reception for members of 

Congress. Unfortunately, even the blazing fires in 

every fireplace were unable to rid the House of cold 

and damp, and guests had barely crossed the 

threshold before they departed, the cold did not 

deter the guests at Mrs. Adams's second party, held 

a few days later, however. This children's party, 

held for the Adams' four-year-old granddaughter 

was by all reports a lively and fesetive occasion. 



Thomas Jefferson and many of the 

Presidents who followed continued the Adams' 

tradition of hosting children's parties at Christmas. 

Andrew Jackson, who lost his own mother as a 

small child, invited area orphans to one occasion, 

and joined them for a mock snowball fight in the 

East Room, using balls made of cotton. 

Benjamin Harrison brought in the first 

Christmas tree in 1889, but just a few years later, 

Theodore Roosevelt banned Christmas trees from 

the White House, believing the practice of chopping 

down healthy trees for the holiday to be inconsistent 

with his views of conservation. (Nonetheless, one 

of the Roosevelt children smuggled a small spruce 

into the attic and hid it until Christmas; touched, the 



President relented and let the family keep the tree, 

rationalizing that selective cutting was vital to 

woodland conservation.) 

Fast forward to 1929, the year of the stock 

market crash. That Christmas Eve, despite the 

worry and fear in the air, President and Mrs. Herbert 

Hoover lit up the White House and hosted a 

children's party at which guests were serenaded 

with carols by a group of Girl Scouts. As they were 

having their dinner afterwards, the West Wing 

caught fire. The men attending the party ran to save 

what they could - and in a true Christmas moment, 

retrieved a puppy in a cardboard box that one of the 

President's secretaries had hidden away in his office 

so his son wouldn't see it until the next morning. 



The President himself had remembered the little dog 

and ordered its rescue. 

Perhaps the Christmas tree that shone as the 

brightest beacon of hope was the one lit by 

President Franklin Roosevelt in 1941, just after 

Pearl Harbor and the American entry into World 

War II. The plan had been for the President to light 

a Community Christmas tree in Lafayette Park, 

across the street from the White House, but the 

Secret Service was opposed to the planRoosevelt 

insisted upon having his tree, however, and the 

Secret Service finally agreed that a tree could be lit 

on the south grounds of the White House, [note -

this makes no sense - if the lit up tree is the 

problem, why would the Secret Service find it 



more palatable to have one closer to the House?]. 

On Christmas Eve, the Roosevelts, along with 

Winston Churchill who was there to work on Allied 

strategy, stood on the south portico and signaled for 

the tree to be lit. A crowd of 15,000 had gathered to 

watch, and burst into spontaneous song as the 

electricians lit the tree The words of Winston 

Churchill that night capture the spirit of Christmas 

in the White House well: "Therefore we may cast 

aside for this night at least the cares and dangers 

which beset us, and make for the children an 

evening of happiness in a world of storm." 

Many of today's holiday traditions date 

from the Eisenhower era. Mamie Eisenhower 

ordered the decorating ofthe entire house, using a 



record 26 Christmas trees. She held the first party 

for White House staff, and began the practice of 

mass-mailing Christmas cards to friends and 

supports alike. 

However, it was Jacqueline. Kennedy who 

initiated the idea of using a decorating theme. She 

chose "The Nutcracker Suite" as her first theme, for 

the benefit of her young children. Also during the 

Kennedy years, television began to beam the White 

House decorations into nearly every American 

home, bringing the House closer to the people than 

ever before. 

Hillary Clinton is a First Lady who loves 

Christmas. Even so, she was surprised to discover 

than no sooner is Christmas over at the White 



House than the planning begins again. Barely had 

she learned her way around her new home when, 

just weeks after the President's first inauguration in 

1993, Gary Walters and then-Social Secretary Arm 

Stock approached her to discuss the holidays and 

decide on a theme for the upcoming Christmas. 

The planning for a holiday celebration of 

this scale is almost unimaginable. Every Christmas 

is entirely different from the theme of the 

decorations to the colors that will predominate in 

every room. The White House has displayed the 

talents of many different designers, from Ralph 

Lauren (1994) to Robert Isabell (1998). Except to 

those executing the First Lady's vision, the holiday 

theme is a carefully guarded secret. In previous 



years, themes have included Santa's Workshop 

(1997), Winter Wonderland (1998), The Nutcracker 

(1996), and 'Twas the Night Before Christmas 

(1995). [note association partners who help?] 

For their first holiday in the White House, 

the Clintons chose to commemorate the Year of 

American Craft by calling on craftspeople from 

across the country to help execute the holiday 

theme, "Angels." With the assistance of Michael 

Monroe, Curator in-Charge of the Smithsonian 

Institution's Renwick Gallery of the National 

Museum of American Art, the White House 

contacted over 3,000 American crafts artists -

working in wood, glass, metal, fiber, and clay - who 

contributed approximately 7,500 ornaments and 



decorations, to be used during the holiday season. 

Submissions included a Bill Clinton playing the 

saxophone, a cherub with Chelsea's long hair, and 

Socks in ice skates. To compliment the ornaments, 

Mrs. Clinton initiated the creation of a green velvet 

handmade tree skirt designed by individuals from 

each of the 50 states, territories and the District of 

Columbia. 

To add to the experience of White House 

visitors during the holiday season the Social Office, 

throughout the year, accepts tapes and applications 

from musical groups of all backgrounds who are 

interested in performing at the White House over 

the holidays.. The more than 2,500 school children, 

senior citizens, policemen, church choir members, 



pianists, and others who are chosen through this 

process will create a tapestry of American music, 

adding to the festive air of every room. 

In May [?], Pastry Chef Roland 

Mesnier and his assistant, Franette McCullough, 

begin their holiday baking. Chef Mesnier's 

responsibilities include constructing an elaborate 

and totally edible gingerbread house whose design 

remains a surprise for the Clintons, baking more 

than 100,000 cookies and pastries for holiday 

parties, and preparing 250 dried fruit-laden 

fruitcakes, which are covered and marinating in the 

White House walk-in refrigerators by July. The 

pastry chefs use approximately 500 pounds of sugar 

and 300 pounds of chocolate for holiday baking, 



which occurs throughout the year, whenever there is 

a slow day. Cookies are frozen as dough so they 

can be baked and served fresh in December. Like 

most bakers, Mesnier always prepares his classic 

favorites, like his Cherry Yule Log, but also tries a 

few new things each year. 

Chief Floral Designer Nancy Clarke is 

keeper of the official Christmas record, a 25-page 

plan for the decorations that delineates what must 

be done and how it much be done year after year, 

regardless of the theme. She too begins holiday 

preparations a year in advance, as does the Social 

Office, which coordinates the execution of the 

theme and all ofthe events that occur throughout 

the season. Menus and guest lists are prepared 



months in advance. Volunteer associations - from 

the Knitting Guild of America to the American 

Institute of Architects - must be recruited to help 

with theme-related decorations. And an artist must 

be selected to design the First Family's holiday 

card, 300,000 of which will be sent in early 

December. 

Mrs. Clinton carefully oversees every aspect 

of these preparations - deciding the theme, selecting 

the artist for the card, approving the schedule of 

holiday events, contributing menu ideas and other 

items to make the holiday as meaningful and festive 

as possible.. [What else can we say about HRC's 

role - should this go earlier?] 



Just a day or two after President Clinton is 

presented with the official Thanksgiving turkey, the 

Christmas season begins in earnest. The first public 

Christmas ritual is covered by the news media: the 

18 1/2-foot high Official White House tree, 

designated for the Blue Room, is delivered to the 

White House on a horse-drawn cart, accompanied 

by the donor and representatives from the National 

Christmas Tree Association , and received by Mrs. 

Clinton. Then the White House closes its doors to 

public tours for the next three days. 

The "elves" responsible for transforming the 

White House during the holidays wear jogging 

shoes. They're a group of [sixty] volunteers who 

come, at their own expense, year after year to 



decorate the People's' House, under Clark's 

direction, and for three intensive days they work 

incredibly hard. Everyone has assigned jobs - a 

certain tree, a certain room, a specific garland on a 

specific mantle. 

The focal point of the East Room becomes 

the traditional White House creche, made in Naples, 

Italy in the IS"1 century, which has been part of the 

White House Christmas every year since it was 

donated in 1967. In the Blue Room, the chandelier 

comes down to accommodate the tree, which is 

wired to the ceiling and hung with 2700 lights. The 

furniture is removed from the room, plywood is laid 

down to protect the floor, and scaffolding is erected 

around the tree so it may be decorated from the top 



down. The ornaments are carefully unwrapped 

from their packing boxes and wired to one of the 18 

trees or nestled into a garland on a mantle. More 

than 300 wreaths are hung and 720 lengths of 

garlands strung. The smell of evergreens begins to 

permeate the house, and the volunteers move about 

quietly on their rubber soles as every comer of the 

house is made perfect. 

There are other smells, too. Pastry Chef 

Mesnier is still baking, and now Executive Chef 

Walter Scheib is cooking as well, making holdiay 

delicacies that will grace the tables for the many 

receptions ahead. Scheib is also responsible for the 

285 gallons of eggnog, which will be served at 

receptions during the holiday season. With 



decorations complete and the kitchen overflowing 

with treats, the House is ready. It's officially 

Christmas at the White House. 

Mrs. Clinton hosts the first party - a 

reception to thank the volunteers who once again 

have decked the White House halls for Christmas. 

Next, the Clintons host a reception for those 

attending the Kennedy Center Honors. 

Only then are the decorations - the holiday theme; 

the surprise gingerbread house - unveiled to the 

public at the press preview. [Note - when is the 

Pageant of Peace - does it need to be mentioned?] 

During the holiday season, 150,000 

thousand visitors tour the White House, including 

5,000[x] who take the special candlelight tours, a 



tradition begun by Mrs. Nixon in an effort to enable 

the working people of Washington to see the White 

House at Christmas. Mrs. Clinton expanded the 

candlelight tours to include early evening times 

preferred by many senior citizens. 

An additional 15,000 thousand people attend 

one of the dozen or more holiday parties - including 

the traditional Congressional Ball, parties for the 

Secret Service, press corps, and White House staff, 

and [any other that needs to be mentioned?]. The 

Clintons have also started a new tradition, a public 

version of a family ritual. The President always 

read '"Twas the Night Before Christmas" to 

Chelsea when she was a little girl. Now children 

from the Washington, DC, area are invited to the 



readings and the President, comfortably seated in a 

rocking chair in front of one of the threes and 

accompanied by the First Lady reads the story to the 

young children. Then there's singing of Christmas 

carols, a visit by Rudolph and Frosty, and a visit by 

Buddy and Socks. 

The Clintons began another new holiday 

tradition, lighting a Hanukah menorah in the West 

Wing lobby. The first menorah, lit in 1993, was 

crafted by metal artist Zach Oxman and is now 

traveling as part of the White House Crafts 

Collection. In subsequent years, menorahs have 

v 

been loaned by the Gomez Mill House in Marlboro, 

New York, the earliest surviving Jewish homestead 

in North America, and by Mayrim Baram, a father 



who lost his young son in the 1973 Arab-Israeli 

War. Public parties end the weekend before 

Christmas so the staff and First Family can enjoy 

their own private celebrations. The White House is 

where the Clintons celebrate their own family 

Christmas. They decorate the tree in the family 

quarters with the ornaments they've collected over 

the years There's the excitement of having a child 

home from college for the holidays, and the joy of 

having young nieces and nephews join in the 

celebration. On Christmas Eve, the President does 

his last minute shopping, and Mrs. Clinton and 

Chelsea bake cookies, a tradition started by Mrs. 

Clinton's mother in order to give Dad time to set the 

tree up, with overenthusiastic children out ofthe 



way. The family reads the Christmas gospel 

together and sings carols, acting out the parts. In 

the morning, like many American families, the 

Clintons attend church services and open gifts, 

followed by an elaborate brunch - one time that 

health conscious cuisine is definitely not on the 

menu. 

Just after New Year's the White House is 

closed again for another three days as the ornaments 

are recorded and packed up and the rooms are put 

back to their pre-holiday state. What you hear then 

is the hum of vacuum cleaners, picking up the stray 

traces of pine needles. Holiday topiaries and 

poinsettias are replaced with colorful traditional 

arrangements. 



[need closing]. 



CHAPTER FOUR/CELEBRATING AMERICAN ARTS AND CULTURE 

When the Lewis and Clark expedition returned from the West in 1806̂ Thomas 

Jefferson, who President had followed their exploits with keen interest, promptly took 

the souvenirs they brought back with them—pelts, Indian costumes, stuffed animals, and 

the like-and displayed them in the White House, which he'd opened up to the public^ferv^ 

visitors to see. The next year, when Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike returned from his own 

exploits out West, Jefferson again put the artifacts, mcludmĝ Bcongmoualy enough, 

examples of the arts^the Spanish missions and two caged grizzly bears, out for display. 

None of this was high art, to be sure, but it exemplified American culture as it was 

evolving, and showcased it in the White House. In another̂ ^ ŝtooittî te to history, 

one administration later John Quincy Adams danced the Virginia reel at his son's wedding-

-a dance that(rtillĵ ^gp*m mosfwhite House histories. Why? Because our culture now 

had a dance to call its own, and it had been danced at the White House. Ever sincê fvefy 

administration has made it a mission to bring America home, to the People's House. 

At the end of this century, there's morê f American culture taring home than 

ever before. The America that President and Mrs. Clinton see is rich, diverse, unique, 

drawing in flourishes from all over the world, and thriving. And that's the wide range of 

art and culture—from crafts to gospel, from ballet to rock, fromjducationnl progrnigjjof ^ jut/.tu.tnrToK^ 

1̂1 kinds to the unique Millennium Evenings, which, via the internet, bring the immediacy 

of a White House event all over the world-that Mrs. Clinton has brought tô iet White 



House, events designed to usher us into the future and make the People's House even 

more accessible to more people both in America and beyond. 

Mrs. Clinton has taken an energetic role in pursuing the more than twenty-five 

important paintings, prints, and engravings have been acquired since 1993, including 

"Sand Castles at Sunset, Atlantic City" by Henry Ossawa Tanning (c. 1885), the first 

painting by an African American artist to be part of the permanent collection of the White 

House, and Georgia O'Keefe's "Bear Lake, New Mexico" (1930), the first painting by a 

twentieth-century American woman artist to be exhibited in the state rooms. She also 

assembled the White House Crafts Collection to celebrate the diversity of this American 

art forn^^ndthe breathtaking collection, which has toured all over the country, became 

the basis for the White House Historical Association's newest book. The White House 

Collection of American Crafts. 

During the Clintons' two administrations, literally hundreds of performing artists 

have been invited to perform at the White House (and it's a sign of what an honor it is to 

be asked that so many of them get an acute case of stage fright: "But this is the White 

House?'). Mstislav Rostropovich, Isaac Stern, Jessye Norman, Pinchas Zukerman, 

Kathleen Battle, and dozens of others have graced White House stages, including Van 

Clibum, who has performed before every President since Truman. Mrs. Clinton has also 

showcased young artists and dancers, drawn attention to the central role the arts play in 

children's lives, and initiated new awards to honor artistic achievement by those whose 

contributions to our cultural life have made a difference. It's the First Lady's belief that 



arts are not a luxury, but as central to us all as the air we breathe, and she has brought this 

belief with her to the White House. 

SCULPTURE GARDEN^) 

Mrs. Clinton still remembers her first date with the President well, down to the 

sculpture that brought them together-British sculptor Henry Moore's "Draped Seated 

Woman," then on exhibit in the sculpture garden at the Yale University Art Gallery. The 

two had gone to the gallery to find it closed, the result of a labor dispute, butthelFirst 

Lady's quick-thinking date managed to gain their entry into the empty gallery by 

volunteering to pick up trash. Inspirê -perhapŝ b̂ŷ rhnes of the memory, along with her 

love of sculpture, she was determined to bring twentieth-century American sculpture to 

the White House, and set the plan in motion the first year she arrived. 

There's a long-standing rule at the White House that no art can be exhibited in the 

state rooms until the artist has been dead for twenty-five year/(or ten years? I have heard r ̂  -

two version )̂ both to insure the enduring quality of the work and also so as not to affect 

a living artist's market values, asjiisffay in the White House surely would. Thus the idea 

of exhibitions by contemporary artists was innovative-and a suitable location on the 

grounds had to be found. Working with designer Kaki Hockersraith, the Committee for 

Preservation of the White House, and J. Carter Browiî easurer of the White House 

Historical Association, the idea began to take form, and enthusiasm for the program began 

to buikbftre Wa3 anothei1 ilUW way tu showcwwie Amrrira at the Fmple's-Heme. 



The grounds of the White House encompass eighteen acres, but Mrs. Clinton 

wanted to make sure that as many visitors to the White House as possible would be able 

to see the sculptures, not have them tucked away somewhere out of sight. The perfect 

place~the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, named after another First Lady to whom the arts 

meant so much-presented itself at once. This graceful, formal space is one ofthe first 

things that every visitor sees on his or her approach through the polished brick-paved East 

Colonnade, the windows of which overlook the garder̂ ut-whieh Mrs. Clinton had spent 

many peaceful houf̂  it's a favorite spot of hers, and one where she has often entertained. 

The |implo linoojof the garden and tta/classical rectangular formjseemed perfectly suited 

for displaying sculptures, which otherwise might be lost in a bigger or less well defined 

space. Framed by boxwoods, which are evergreen, the garden also keeps its lines 

throughout the winter months, assuring that the sculptures would be anchored in their 

settings regardless of the season, for visitors to admire. 

Any "extra-curricular" program like this requires the energy, patronage and efforts 

of any number of people, in a kind of pitch-in American spirit, and Twentieth Century 

American Sculpture was no exception. Iris Cantor and the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor 

Foundation generously supported the project. Museums all over the country were eager to 

participate, and it was decided that the first four exhibits would have a regional focus, 

highlighting sculpture from public museums representinĝ he regior̂ . Unbelievably, 

considering the logistics involved, the first exhibit opened in October, 1994. Today, it is 

hard to envision the garden without sculptural embellishment. 



By creating each exhibit around a theme, the curators succeeded in creating an 

experience in which the works can be viewed individually, and then in a larger contexUaŝ --

^ a wliule. Even the regional exhibits-demonstrating the vitality ofthe Midwest, the 

Southeast, the Southwest, and the Northeast-conveyed the remarkably different ways in 

which artists approach and absorb their native landscapes. The fifth exhibit drew together 

pieces from the public coUections in Washington, D.C, so that they could be unified in the 

garden, rather than viewed in isolation in their usual sites; the visual impact was striking. 

Honoring Native America was the theme of the sixth exhibit, which opened to the 

traditional blessing offered by Phil Mmthorn, a Nex Perce Indian. For the seventh exhibit, 

Mrs. Clinton and her collaborators turned to first to France, then back to America. 

Auguste Rodin's work, late in the 19th century and early in the 20th, has influenced 

contemporary American sculptors in ways both subtle and dramatic and, under the 

direction of Arnold L. Lehman, Director of the Brooklyn Museum of Art, those influences 

were realized in the garden. CThree of Rodin's work&jwere included as well.) 

By now, some 7 million visitors to the White House have begun their tour before 

the tour, by admiring these pivotal contemporary works, and the response has been 

extraordinary-convincing affirmation that this century's complex sensibilities, like those 

of the two centuries before, have been recorded for all time by the skill, grace, and passion 

of our artists. . 

-̂E<r£ERF< ORMANCE AT THE WHITE HOUSE 



Mrs. Clinton, who claims to have no musical talent whatever, has a great 

appreciation for musiceĵ a-se, enhanced, no doubt, by her husband̂ fwhose knowledge of 

music has become legend, even among the members of the Marine Band} WMeJin her 

tastes(j[he leans toward the classical she also likes popular musiĉ the AmcriooHft-e£the*-̂  

a— 

o loot two centories, and the best show tunes of American musicals. Music is lhtt&4he 

constant accompaniment to theĵ feitoQjyhite House, but Mrs. Clinton wanted more-she 

wanted music to emanate from the White House as well, to all of America 
The White House has always invited musicians to perform, but until recently, the 

Locotu-de-ct ( rUsqfUjn^ ruAjll-ZcL+o ^vuu kvyjUL, fccn O- QUU ^ o ^ K ^ ^ x x e , 
guest listdidft̂  inrludp all of̂ rpenea. Fresident and Mrs. Nixon were able to entertaur 

three hundredjat a time in the East Room, in a series they called "An Evening at the White 

House." The format that excited Mrs. Clinton, however, was begun by President and Mrs. 

Carter, and was already in place, a series called In Performance at the White House­

mother means of bringing more people to the White House, in this case to celebrate 

music. Working with WETA, the public broadcasting station in Washington, D.C, the 

White House stages a musical event which is then tapedLte-be broadcast over all the PBS 

stations some weekŝ ater. There is no cast-in-stone number of such events held each yeaiy 

^•yd the scries has sometimua laiiguiulmA, but Mrs. Clinton was so enthusiastic, she vowed 

to do several every year. She began working with Sharon Rockefeller, the president of 

WETA, and Americatech, the company that agreed to underwrite the programs. 

From the beginning, Mrs. Clinton wanted to use the series to reflect the diversity in 

American music, and open up the White House to that diversity as well. (In so doing, it's 

fair to guess that the series also brought new audiences to PBS.) Early performances 



included "A Salute to the Newport Jazz Festival," "Cabaret," "Aretha Franklin," "Women 

of Country," and,(perfonmng together) Grammy winners Linda Ronstadt and Aaron 

Nevilleyaccompanied by the mariachi band Los Camperos De Nati Cano. 

Mrs. Clinton's Social Secretary, Capricia Marshall, remembers the night, after one 

stunning performance, when she knew that In Performance was going to take a decidedly 

unconventional turn. At the end of a stellar evening, after rounds and rounds of applause, 

the President and First Lady turned to Ms. Rockefeller and said, "Okay, we want to do 

gospel." Gospel at the White Housê Goapol on PDS? This was^Si^l to be a first. 

' J U l l l l l l l l l l l l l Mil l l l l l l l O f f i l l 1lir*ftHt t n d l / i f A n ^ ^ a f n r t M ^ q ^ ^ i 

""•n V ; Trf i f tf Vnr girnpftl at tht ^Vhif̂  H""^? And thr Hmnr 

C.wasnpmedufr Q 

This In Performance was to be held and telecast in â mgetenj/ so Ms. Marshall's 

office scheduled it around a series of White House events that were also to be held in 
fiuJPcLcn'Ui 0->v_ 

^ j m ^ J f O T r i rmnns " f ^ n q m y t p n t g n r p a t ^ ^ t n Wminn Hnrinp iUfl n-nmmr 

mi mill i. in iiiimiili HITh Hintrt I Jifi MI nln-fhnyhirhtho mmr trntinnnd) The Clintons 

have many friends who are ministers, preachers, religious leaders, many of whom were 

invited. Further digging revealed journalists who write about gospel music, and a 

magazine devoted to gospel music, and these people were issued invitations to the White 

House as well. There was corporate America, Congressional America, and cultural 

America drawn together in celebration of this indigenous American music^- V 

The word "gospel" comes from the wordjjodspell̂ or glad tiding^and that was 

the spirit that evening, the spirit of glad tidings. The level of talent, combined with the 



1 

level of emotion, and juroly hoightonod by the setting, thejVhito Houae, had people 

waving their arms, tears running down their faces, rising from their chairs spontaneously-

and, for many of them, participating in ̂ f^mgricanj^pe 

And they were able to relive the experience Af 

on PBS. The show was a stunning success. 

WE ARE A LITTLE SHORT HERE IN WORD COUNT. . .IS THERE 

PERHAPS A MILLENIUM CONCERT TO BE TELEVISED? OR SOME FUTURE 

entirely new way. 

•, along'with all of America, 

L-
HIGHLIGHT PLANNED? 

MILLENNIUM EVENTS 

When the year 2000 is ushered in, the American people will have more to celebrate 

than simply the birth of a new century. The year 2000 also marks the 200th anniversary of 

the completion of the White House and the Capitol Building, and t̂artbe opening of the 

Library of Congress: seminal events in the life of our countryp 'o commemorate these 

milestones of Mstorŷ ^TQ^T f̂rsTciinton launched a multifaceted set of initiatives to 

celebrate the accomplishments of this American century and to usher us into the century 

before us. Under the auspices of the newly formed Millennium Council, headed by Ellen 

Lovell, Mrs. Clinton, who serves as the council's Honorary Chair, has asked all Americans 

to "honor the past-imagine the future,'] 

^nd provided ways for usall to do so. It was Mrs. Clinton's idea, for example, to 

initiate Save America's Treasures. She and Lovell had long been concerned, for example. 



that the original Star Spangled Banner needed painstaking (and expensive) resto^??" 

would survive into the millennium. They began to leam, too, of other historic artifacts, 
poor Cot^otlhQKg^ 

sites, and documents that were indismaljfcpair. Save America's Treasures, a 

public/private partnership with the National Trust for Historic Preservation on the public 

side, and private and corporate donors on the private sidd̂ n ordeir to establish a 

concerted program of preservation. In a parallel project, the National Archives has 

proposed a three-year preservation plan to ensure that such irreplaceable documents as the 

Declaration of Independence, Constitution, and Bill of Rights survive the next century. 

To draw attention to the program, the President and Mrs. Clinton hosted a 

reception at Washington's Museum of American history, announcing a gift from Ralph 

Lauren and other private donors that would ensure the repairs to the flag, which inspired 

Francis Scott Key to write The Star Spangled Banner. The First Lady then began a highly 

publicized bus trip, the first trip in her series of touring sites that are vitnTfoour national 

heritage and also the monuments to the religious, artistic, and literary pioneers who have 

shaped our history. ̂ She bega t̂hyg^rtThomas Edison's laboratory in West Orange, 

New Jersey, where she announced $5 million in funding for the lab from the General 

Electric Fund. On subsequent trips she visited such sites as the home and archives of 

American jazz legend Louis Armstrong in Queens, New York, wfcert again she announced 

^ a gift to onoble the orohivoo to continue to preserve the mnsir, so central to out lieiiUgc, 

and(m Bostogj the home of poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and the African Meeting 

Housê gloo oontral to our culture. Crisscrossing the nation's landmarks, she also visited 



the Breed Street Shul in Los Angeles, California, to announce further endowments for 

America's treasures bestowed by the J. Paul Getty Trust. 

One grassroots movement proposed by the committee and embraced by 

communities nationwide is competing for the Millennium Council awards, an honorary 

designation awarded by the White House to recognize communities who have acted upon 

the millennium in a committed way. How does a community become involved? By 

honoring the past, or imagining the future. By saving a monument, for example; recording 

the stories of the people who shaped a community; organizing volunteers to improve the 

library or assemble a group of tutors for local schoolchildren. To announce another 

millennium initiative, the First Lady also traveled to Severna Park, Maryland, to draw LXJ^CL 

attention to the B&A Trail there. The creation of new Millennium Trails nationwide will Lu-jw rujdr&n 

reinforce the connections between people, their land, their history, and their culture. 

Perhaps the most extraordinary-and electrifying-events to have emerged from the 

Millennium Council are the Millennium Evenings, a series of lectures and cultural evenings 

hosted by the President and First Lady to highlight the creativity and inventiveness of the 

American people and others from around the world. Held in the East Room, these 

evenings have truly transformed the way in which the White House can be used to reach 

out to all of America, and beyond. 

Just as Franklin D. Roosevelt's legendary fireside chats, broadcast from the 

Diplomatic Room, used radiô tHelatest available technology availabk̂ e-fck 

(...^ TTlocCQgf~1 fr^Tn thr Whitr HOUTO, Mrs. Clinton has also relied on technology to bring 

the White House to America. State dinner receiving lines are broadcast over C-span, for 

10 



lilu. 

example, sporting events over ESPN, In Performance over PBS, and the Kennedy Center 

evenings over CBS. Yet to see the unmistakable glare of computer screens refracting their 

light over the classical lines and fixtures of the East Room, so that, with the help of Sun 

Microsystems, these interactive evenings could be broadcast over the internet to the 

world, crystallized the concept of the millennium-̂ huiiui the past, iumgiue the fuliue--in a 

way that was nothing short of thrilling. 

The first evening, at which the featured guest was historian Bernard Bailyn of 

Harvard University, was a nod to history; the subject was "The Living Past-Commitments 

for the Future." The format was untested. The guest list had, as always, been carefully 

chosen, in collaboration with the National Endowment for the Humanities, who co-

sponsors the evenings, and the Department of Education, which promotes the events. For 

this first evening, there was perhaps the largest gathering of historians ever assembled at 

the White House. Mrs. Clinton would introduce the speakers or, in this case, speaker, who 

would then make his or her presentation, not to last more than thirty minutes. After the 

presentation, the President would make a fewpnproparod remarks in response, and then 

Lovell would moderate the discussion-fielding questions from the guests, and also 

questions that arrived over the internet. She rememberŝ Setf nervousness that first 

evening: What if no one in cyberspace responded? As it turned out, questions came in, for 

this and all the subsequent evenings, from all over the world. Following this 

unprecedented worldwide dialogue, there would be a reception in the State Dining Room, 

though no one could have guessed just how late the receptions would run, nor how high 

the level of excitement would be. 

11 



Having met Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel in Switzerland, Mrs. Clinton invited 

him to be her guest for another Millennium Evening, and to speak on the subject of "The 

Perils of Indifference," and the lessons to be learned from a violent world. Here, too, the 

e-mailed queries that came into the White House were extraordinarily moving, and 

reflected the universal concern for victims of oppression and genocide everywhere. One 

woman from Canada e-mailed a question at once simple and profound: "Elie Wiesel, Mr. 

President, First Lady," she wrote, "I am the mother of a three year old daughter and my 

question to you is 'How, in your view, is the best way to teach our young people to love 

each other, when there is so much violence in the world?'" Perhaps the best answer to that 

is/dialogues such as these. 

<fAPE, KENNEDY CENTER, PRTTzfeER Tip) 

12 



MAKING THIS HOUSE A HOME 

When the President, Mrs. Clinton, Chelsea, and Socks moved into the White 

House after the President's first inauguration in 1993, Mrs. Clinton wanted her new house 

to echo not only with the resonance of history, but also with a true sense of home (and 

some measure of privacy against the echoes). 

The work of maintaining, renovating and restoring the White House is an on­

going project. The Clintons spent their first several years living alongside scaffolding, 

raised during the Carter years to help workers remove some forty coats of paint, restore 

the stonework, and repaint the exterior of the House. This work is now complete, except 

for a small patch of plaster where bum marks remain from the War of 1812. The 

President decided to leave those scars as they were, a reminder of history. 

Perhaps the biggest change a visitor who knew the residence would notice is the 

bookcases on the third floor. Whereas other recent Presidents moved into the residence 

while leaving parts of their lives at the homes to which they would one day return, the 

Clintons left nothing behind in the Arkansas Governor's Mansion. This was to be "home 

home", as the First Lady puts it, not just the place they were living because her husband 

was President. And to the President and Mrs. Clinton home means books, thousands of 

books reflecting their eclectic tastes in everything from history to popular fiction to art. 

And not just put away on shelves, either, but referred to and read, often loaned to friends. 

Left to their own devices, if the President and Mrs. Clinton aren't reading, they're very 

happy playing librarians in their own library. 



Even in the more formal rooms of the residence—the Yellow Oval Room, for 

example, where state visitors are hosted—the First Family has found places for personal 

collections and keepsakes. The President and First Lady love having framed photographs 

around them. Family photographs of Chelsea growing up, of earlier Christmas 

celebrations, of their nephews, and clusters of these memories are displayed all over the 

House. They also have a fondness for whimsical turtles, pretty boxes, and the needlepoint 

pillows Mrs. Clinton has been give to commemorate her moments in the White House. 

One of her prized possessions is a pillow on which the jacket for her bestselling book, It 

Takes a Village, is replicated in needlepoint. Over their years in office, the Clintons have 

had the opportunity to personalize the residence with gifts they've received. The 

President and First Lady have also surrounded themselves with American crafts from the 

White House collection, as well as paintings and furniture on loan from several museums 

and from the collection that reflect their taste. 

From the beginning, there was every evidence that a child was in residence. 

Chelsea Clinton was twelve when she moved in, the first child to live in the House since 

Amy Carter. Mrs. Clinton had chosen Chelsea's quarters during her first visit to the 

White House after the election, when Mrs. Bush had invited her to tour the residence and 

have tea. Working with Chief Usher Gary Walters, she had made sure that Chelsea's 

rooms would be ready, with some of her familiar things in place, when she arrived at her 

new home on Inauguration Day. That night, Chelsea was treated to an inaugural party of 

her own. A few of her friends from Arkansas and new acquaintances from Washington 

went on a "History Mystery Tour", a scavenger hunt to find historic treasures all over the 



House. 

The Clintons wanted to be able to eat informally as a family, so they turned what 

had been a butlers' kitchen on the second floor into a family kitchen. Until the time 

President and Mrs. Kennedy were in residence, the First Family had usually dined on the 

State Floor in the Old Family Dining Room. Mrs. Kennedy created President's Dining 

Room in the residence, and the butlers' kitchen. By removing a big butcher-block serving 

station, the Clintons were able to add a kitchen table, and use their own pitcher to pour 

the lemonade. When Buddy joined the Clinton family, a bed was placed in the kitchen for 

him. 

Working with designer Kaki Hockersmith, the Committee for the Preservation of 

the White House, and with private funding, the Clintons also refurbished a number of 

rooms in the residence. These projects included the sitting room in the Lincoln Bedroom 

suite, several guest rooms on the third floor, the Treaty Room, which serves as the office 

and setting room for the President and the President's Dining Room. The dining room 

was originally papered with a mural of a battle of the Revolutionary [?] War which had 

historic significance but was a little grim. In order to preserve the integrity of the mural, 

Hockersmith and Mrs. Clinton hung the celadon moire silk wallpaper on battens which 

can be removed without damaging what is underneath. One Christmas, as a surprise for 

her husband, Mrs. Clinton created a music room to house his collection of old albums, 

CDs, musical instruments, sheet music, and photographs of composers. A little room with 

a staircase and a balcony leading go to the roof, (in other administrations people have put 

on plays there) it works perfectly as a music room. The President has entertained guests, 



including state visitors, there for hours. In addition, there is now a piano on every floor of 

the White House. 

Another favorite gathering place for the family is the solarium, a beautiful 

sunroom on the third floor with expansive views on all three sides. There is a balcony just 

outside the room, where Mrs. Clinton grows tomatoes in the summers. Decorated in 

cheerful blue, raspberry, and white floral prints, this room, along with the new kitchen, is 

perhaps the most lived-in room of the residence. Buffet breakfasts are set out when there 

are guest, and occasionally buffet supper. It is the setting for games, like Scrabble, 

Boggle, Upwards, and cards. If Chelsea is home from college there is often an unfinished 

jigsaw puzzle that she and her father are working on. 

The Clintons love to entertain, and have held many private parties for friends and 

family celebrating birthdays, reunions, baby and wedding showers. The wedding of Mrs. 

Clinton's brother, Tony Rodham, to Nicole Boxer, daughter of Senator Barbara Boxer, 

took place in the Rose Garden. The President and Mrs. Clinton also love theme parties 

and costume parties. The First Lady's staff and friends have surprised her with costume 

parties, which are paid for privately, every year: a '50s sock hop complete with poodle 

skirts, a French Revolution party, a country and western party. There was a party 

everyone dressed up in all the guises ofthe First Lady they could think of; reading, as a 

young lawyer, a new mother, a bride, and their interpretation of Mrs. Clinton as First 

Lady. 

The President shares a summer birthday with Tipper Gore, and they've often 

celebrated together. Often with parties held on the White House grounds. The guests 



include celebrations for these political appointees and many ofthe White House 

employees, along with friends and family. One year the them was nostalgia, and Motown 

group the Four Tops was invited to play. They were accompanied at one point by the 

President and his saxophone and Mrs. Gore on the drums. Another time the theme was 

Western, with all the chiefs of staff attending mounted on horseback. And Pastry Chef 

Mesnier honors each milestone with a birthday cake. 

The President and Mrs. Clinton also like to entertain with movie nights. These 

evening make take place in the White House screening room which can hold up to sixty 

people, often with an informal supper afterward. One of the smallest such gatherings held 

there was the night of the 1996 election, when Mrs. Clinton elected to watch a movie 

with a couple of friends rather than the earliest election returns. 

Living among the artifacts of history as its stewards, the Clintons, like the First 

Families that came before them, have also made this house their home. They've watched 

their daughter grow up in the residence, marked births in their family, and deaths, come 

to feel a part of the larger, extended family of the White House, and a part of its history as 

well. When the Clintons depart the White House for their next home, and the next 

occupants move in, they'll also leave a part of themselves behind for history. 
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CHAPTER SIX/EXPLORING IDEAS 

There wasn't a dry eye in the White House the day President and Mrs. Clinton 

hosted the Adoption Event in November, 1998. The President had set a goal in 1996 of 

doubling adoptions and permanent placements from the child welfare system, where 

^ru-^Ai^ 100,000 children are awaiting homes; over the next year, adoptions increased by ten 

percent. At the event, held during National Adoption Month, the President was to 

announce concerted new efforts to facilitate adoptions, to expand the use ofthe Internet 

to share information, break down geographic barriers to adoption, and shorten the time 

needed to find families for children and children for families. The honored guests were 

twenty-four newly formed families celebrating adoptions made final that day, along witl 
^ 1 G/lou nMlA^jjUU UU^UA1& 

other children's advocateŝ adoption professionalism, among ui^m, uave inomas, 

founder of Wendy's and one of adoption's great advocates, and Washington's mayor-

elect, Anthony Williams, himself an adoptee. The event was held in the East Room, whjch 

grew silent that day when Mayor Williams rose to talk about how much his adoptive 

fenuly had meant to him, and what might have happened to him otherwise, ga, he finish sd, 

he introduced 12-year-old Charday Mayŝ adopted that very day, who spoke with 

emotional eloquence about what it meant to her to have found her family. She then 

introduced the President. ThmwasTfie East Room, a room that has so often welcome* 

PRGE:0£ 
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transformed by the primal power of familial 

PAGE:a: 

kings, queens, and illustrious heads of state, 

love, and the power of policy to foster it. 

The White House hosts dozens of such events every year, honoring Americans 

whose ideas and good efforts have made a difference, Americans who work, so to speak, 

in the trenches of American life to contribute to a better life for us all. Naturally, the kindp 

of events held and the breadth of policy, to say nothing of the kinds of ideas, celebrated 

will vary from administration to admimstratioî adjn the case of the Clinton 

administration, the ideas explored have ranged from children's, family, and health care 

issues to violence against women, the needs of the disabled, and the essential importance 

of religious authority as we face the complex challenges of life at the end of this century 

How do such events come about? In some cases, they have a precedent in White 

House history. First Lady Lucy Hayes, for example, whose husband, Rutherford B. Hay «, 

was inaugurated in 1877, was the first to introduce morning prayer to the House; much 

later, during World War n, the idea of a National Prayer Breakfast emerged, to discuss 

the problems ofthe War and pray for peacqjj this breakfast, which draws in members of 

Congress, is typically held annually at a hotel or large gathering place in Washington, idrs 

Clintoî owwwa; a devout Methodist, decidê with her praver breakfasts} to bring the 

idea closer to homd̂ Because she strongly believes that our spiritual 7 

important as our secular leatUnT she decided to invite the nation's spiritual leaders eveiy 

year in September, after the summer holiday, to pray, to bless the People's House, and 

engage in a dialogue about the issues of the day. These nondenominational prayer 

breakfast a/Held ytfaout the press invited1 in the State Dining Room̂ êeaM&to draiv oifr 
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l̂igip"" la»dira tuucihai itito our tocular \WM nnrf M\A nligjityial a newJif ginning, ever v 

^tar . HAVE THEY ACTUALLY BEEN HELD EVERY YEAR? 

Other events come about in response to the news ofthe day, either to celebrate a 

national triumph such as man's landing on the moon (HAS THERE BEEN SUCH A 

taJltaieapus 

^ocd of condolenee utith viottmeo of a national tragedjw as the Clintons did wit'h the 

_ _ , . £7-7 ^ . . .... ( A ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

PAGE:04 

TRIUMPH CELEBRATED EN CLINTON YEARS?), or to^lime a piivate moment or t 
Oant (pLcini cauW^ ouu3L p- VOOJJLU^ 

^ Denny family ftem (Oklahoma C i ^ aftertwo of tĥ jr four children ôre seriously tam in 

the bombing of the Murrah F^end Office Building in 1995. Becausejhnr childA U -

was having brain surgery, they/faaa oeen finable to attend the memorial service over whidh 

President Clinton presided after the bombing. Upon learning this, he invited the family tc 

the White HpusegLn later time, and^e poignant meeting with the President and Mrs. 

Clinton was held some months later. 

Most of the "ideas" events, on the other hand, are months in the planning, invoh c 

dozens of staffers, and reflect Mrs. Clinton's longtime commitment to^ncause^hand 

Take the White House Conference on Child Care held on October 23,1997-the first tirfie 

that the White House had showcased this issue, which is sd important not only to our 

children but also to our national prosperitypBom President and Mrs. Clinton had worked 

on the issue for yean, as had the Domestic Policy team and the First Lady's staff, meet̂ ig 

with childcare experts and dropping in on childcare centers; holding focus groups with 

expertsjjsetting up roundtable discussions with business leaders involved in chttdcaregĵ dĝ  

giuing spmJies uuthi jubjeut. Yeme Subject had never been tied together i • mto one 

cohesive conference, and Mrs. Clinton wanted it given the^eve unprintfOf t the White 
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House^TSiroadcast the message to the nation-how far we've come, how far we still neec 

to go to assure available, affordable, safe, quality childcare nationwide. Everyone on her 

staff; from policy experts to those in the social office^egen to put togethcrjhe 

conference. 0^ KJ-A-JL^hy, 

If you talk to anyone who works closely with the First Lady, one won̂ comesup 

over and over again: inclusive. Mrs. Clinton is avid in her desire to bring as many people 

to the White House as possible, and also to give credit where credit is due-in this case, 

childcare workers themselves. the uuufauieo wan organLeê  two panels) for whichji 

wide variety of experts were asked to partidpatywere sw ap, on̂ fbf tne rnormng session 

and one for the afternoon sessioiQtiie First Lady would host a lunch in the dining room i i 

between, and a reception on the South Lawn after the afternoon session. In all, there weje 

to be 150 guests, includinĝ mong others, members of Congress, governors and other 

state and local officials, experts, businesspeople, econonust̂ andjctuldcare providers 

themselves, whose work is so vital to our natioaltyiMiK, Mrs. Clinton's Social Office i as 

an unbelievably wide networWau over the country, and they were faced with the happy 

(albeit difficult) chance of choosing a number of childcare workers to invite (to a one, a| 

of whom were awed by their invitation to the White House, created with the same care 

that goes intô eaft an invitation to a state dinner). Several hundred additional people w re 

invited to three Federal agencies to watch the proceedings by satellite, and the Confereijce 

was also broadcast live via satellite to more than 100 locations in at least 48 states. 

There is no better platform than the White House to elevate and celebrate issuei 

and ideas in this wâ and-each event reaches out to America, arufbrings America in, in the 

1/ 



Mfir-ST-gS 11:58 FROM: TO-.66687 PAGE:06 

same way. Although, strictly speaking, policy is not enacted at an issues event, these 

White House forums amplify initiatives to the public, sometimes further grassroots 

movement in a given area, and draw attention to work that remains to be done. In this 

way, Mrs Clinton has highlightê uch programs as Healthy Families America, which 

at-risk mothers and mothers-to-be; publicized the work the Pediatric Aids Foundation 

hel is 

has 

the done to reduce prenatal transmision ofthe disease; celebrated with a special ceremony 

signing ofthe Individuals with Disabilities Education Act̂ vetromad Hralth Sprnrity 

1 imlunul theif work toward muvcrool health intitranca coverage; 

hosted a break&st to draw attention to advances made in breast cancer research; and 

demonstrated, at a reception, this administration's commitment to reducing teen 

pregnancy-among scores of other such events. This is democracy at work, welcoming 

ideas to the People's House, and sending them back to the people. 

7 



CHAPTER ONE/PRESERVING THE HOUSE FOR HISTORY/INTRO 

Why should the Blue Room be blue? 

If you were to eavesdrop on a meeting of the Committee for the Preservation of 

the White House, this is precisely the kind of question you'd hear debated among the 

Committee members, a distinguished panel of historians, curators, interior designers, and 

experts on every aspect of American furniture, art, and the decorative arts. You'd leam 

that, in fact, the Blue Room was originally crimson, once had yellow draperies, and 

wasn't predominantly blue until 1837, when Martin Van Buren chose the color by which 

the room would be known. Redecorated any number of times since (in various shades of 

blue), this formal oval room once even featured lion-skin rug, a gift to Franklin 

Roosevelt. So when Mrs. Clinton and the Committee set about refurbishing the Blue 

Room, which badly needed it, their starting-point question was: which Blue Room do you 

go back to use as? 

It's a question that resonates with every change proposed for the State rooms of 

the White House, and it's only fairly recently that the process to answer it has been firmly 

in place. When Jacqueline Kennedy arrived at the White House in 1961, she was 

concerned that the history ofthe White House, as reflected in its furnishings, art, and 

artifacts, wasn't being protected, the way it would be in a museum. Indeed, early 

presidents had routinely auctioned off unfashionable furnishings and, until Mrs. 

Kennedy's arrival, there was no curatorial staff to catalogue and maintain what was, in 

fact, priceless collection of American art and furniture, and decorative objects. At her 



urging, in 1961 Congress passed a law to preserve the museum quality of the public 

rooms; that same year, again at her urging, the White House Historical Association was 

formed, to enhance appreciation of the house nationwide, and to publish a guidebook. 

Since then, the Association has created a thriving publishing program, the proceeds of 

which are poured back into the White House. In 1964, under executive order, the 

Preservation Committee was established as well. In this way, the systems for restoring 

and renovating the White House, as well as making it home for the future, were set in 

place. 

Working closely with the Committee, Mrs. Clinton has immersed herself in the 

history of the House, and the related history of American furniture, fabrics, wallpaper, art, 

and interior design-a steep (and sometimes daunting) learning curve, the gleaming 

results of which will leave a lasting legacy throughout many of the historic rooms in the 

White House. In 1995, she oversaw a complete renovation of the Blue Room, the first in 

more than twenty years, replacing the worn carpet with an new carpet of 19lh century 

design, and replacing the soiled, worn, and sun-damaged draperies and upholstery in 

sapphire blue, replicating fabrics from the 1800s. In addition to her work in the formal 

rooms in the residence, she has also overseen the restoration of the Entrance Hall, Cross 

Hall, and Grand Staircase, their first redecoration since 1973,of the State Dining Room, 

and of the East Room—achievements that are meant to last for the next twenty-five years. 

Endowment Dinner 

Such improvements as these are funded by publishing proceeds from the White 



House Historical Association, and also from private donation; collectively, these funds 

comprise the White House Endowment Fund, founded in 19TK under the Johnson (I 

THINK) administration. The Fund's goal had long been to reach $25 million, and stood 

at $12.5 million when Mrs. Clinton began serving as honorary chair in 1993. Under her 

passionate leadership that goal has been met—by all accounts, a stunning achievement. 

Today, with all the recent restorations and improvements, including the completion of 

those begun in earlier administration, the White House stands prouder than it has in years. 

Only those deeply involved in caring for this living museum can truly understand 

the hundreds of details that must be considered before contemplating any change. In a 

room like the State Dining Room, for example, the carpet must be chosen to withstand 

the 50,000 invited guests who will dine there (some of whom will also, inevitably, spill 

there) every year. The carpet chosen has to be historically accurate, in keeping with the 

colonial revival style of the room. Because the function of the room comes into play with 

design decisions, and the room is often used during the day, the carpet can't be too dark, 

which would make the room appear gloomy. And it can't be too light—consider the 

traffic. While it might be historically correct to feature a medallion design on the carpet, 

that won't work, either, because tables have to be arranged in many different ways, 

depending on the event being held there. The pattern must also be forgiving of spills and 

stains. The new carpet ultimately chosen, a field pattern in warm colors, satisfies all these 

needs. The new carpet for the East Room had to meet these standards, plus an additional 

condition: Because events in the room often open to the press and television cameras, this 

carpet one would often have to be rolled up. The size of the room made the task of rolling 



up and removing a carpet a daunting task. The solution? Three carpets, only one of which 

needed to be removed at a time. 

When the Endowment reception and dinner were held to celebrate the Fund's 

having reached its goal, Mrs. Clinton wanted to include everyone involved from previous 

administrations, regardless of their affiliation, since the Fund's inception—and she did. 

Bolts of fabric from the Blue Room and other decorating projects (later packed away, to 

be used, as needed, for mending), decorated tables, and three former Presidents chatted 

with President Clinton in the Treaty Room in the residence. The evening was metaphor 

for the White House itself, bringing the past and present together, always on behalf of the 

future. 
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CHAPTER ONE/PRESERVING THE HOUSE FOR HISTORY/INTRO 

^ -Juat why should the Blue Room be blue? 

If you were to eavesdrop on a meeting of the Committee for the Preservation of 

the White House, this is precisely the kind of question you'd hear debated among the 

Committee members, a distinguished panel of historians, curators, interior designers, and 

experts on every aspect of American furniture, art, and the decorative arts. You'd learn 
LuCU-

that, in fact, the Blue Room was originally crimson, once had yellow draperies, and̂ tidnt . 

' t̂pCSme blue until 1837, when Martin Van Buren chosê s color^fjhe ages. Redecorated ^^^yjirur^. 

any number of times sinceĵ ad in variouŝ iredominant shades of blue), this formal oval 

room once even featured̂ -incongruous lion-skin rug, a gift to Franklin Roosevelt. So 

when Mrs. Clinton and the Committee set about refurbishing the Blue Room, which badly 

needed it, their starting-point question was: which Blue Room do you go back tcjj? 

It's a question that resonates with every change proposed for the State rooms of 

the White House, and it's only fairly recently that the process to answer it has been firmly 

in place. When Jacqueline Kennedy arrived at the White House in 1961, she was 

concerned that the history of the White House, as reflected in its furnishings, art, and 

artifacts, wasn't being protected, the way it would be in a museum. Indeed, early 

presidents had routinely auctioned off unfashionable furnishings and, until Mrs. Kennedy's 



arrival, there was no curatorial staff to catalogue and maintain what was, in fact, a 

priceless collection ot Amencar̂ TAt her urging, in 1961 Congress passed a law to 

preserve the museum quality of the public rooms; that same year, again at her urging, the 

White House Historical Association was formed, to enhance appreciation of the house 

nationwide, and to publish a guidebool̂ «n*hiih Mrs. Kennedy took a great interest. 

Since then, the Association has created a thriving publishing program, (proceeds of which 

are poured back into the White House. In 1964, under executive order, the|reservation 

committee was established as well. Thus ̂ ras the WhiteHousajtt last janetifiecHbr 
= ^—; — —1 ^^QvoOvxdV.gu i+MjJL Qu^. 
jasteq^^nd^e systemŝ n-plaee for restoring and refatolaa^^«d|makmg it"ifrwcga 

home for the future. vodKJW^r UA-- (pLfc-.c*,<>> 

Working closely with the Committee, Mrs. Clinton has immersed herself in the 

histoiy of the House, and the related history of American furniture, fabrics, wallpaper, art, 

and interior design-a steep (and sometimes daunting) learning curve, the gleaming results 

of which will leave a lasting legacy throughout many of the historic rooms in the White 

House. In 1995, she oversaw a complete renovation of the Blue Room, the first^ince 

^972, replacing the worn carpet with a new carpet of 19th century design, and replacing 

the Jtoiled, worn, and sun-damaged draperies and uphostery in sapphire blue, replicating 

fabrics from the 1800s. In addition to her work in the formal rooms in the residence, she 

has also oversea! the ffiuit^mtti ol̂ die Entrance Hall, Cross Hall, and Grand Staircase, 

their first lrefarbt|juncnrsmce 1973, ofthe State Dining Room, and of the East Room— 

^lifrrnlly immimritnl achievementŝ d̂ meant to last for the next twenty-five years. 



ENDOWMENT DINNER,; 

Such improvements as these are funded by publishing proceeds from the White 

House Historical Association, and also from private donations; collectively, these funds 

comprise the White House Endowment Fund, founded in 1 9 ^ under the Johnson (I 

THINK) administration. The Fund's goal had long been to reach $25 million, and stood at 

$12.5 million when Mrs. Clinton began serving as honorary chair in 1993. Under her 

passionate leadership, that goal has been met—by all accounts, a stunning achievement. 

Today, with all the recent rjrfutbuabiHggg, including the completion of those begun in 

earlier administrations, the White House stands prouder than it has in years. 

Only those deeply involved uyefiu^ri^ îsUving museum can truly understand 

the hundreds of details that must be considered before contemplating any change. In a 

room like the State Dining Room, for example, the carpet must be chosen to withstand) 

millions of vioitorg over the next twenty five yearn, not to mention'the 50,000 invited 

guests who will dine there (some of whom will also, inevitably, spill there) every year. The 

carpet chosen has to be historically accurate, in keeping with the colonial revival style of 

the room. Because the function of the room comes into play with design decisions, and the 

room is often used during the day, the carpet can't be too dark, which would̂ iot only be 

would nhn a h B o r K ''g*1*, n n t p**""* it And it can't be too light-consider the 

While it might beyCorrect to feature a medallionSn the carpet, that won't 

ay in the room, depending work, either, because tables have to be arrangi 

on the event being held there, ̂ oo, the pattern muŝ be forgiving to spills 'The new carpet 



ultimately chosen, a field pattern in warm colors, satisfies all these needs. Li the oame way, -

the new carpet for the East Room had) an extra criterion JBecause events in the room often CLCTKXu-n c 

^pefmirfelevision cameras, thisjone would often have to be rolled up. Given the size of the / ^c^e «-61 en 

room^anffthe task oif rolling ufya rug to fit it, the gerfeet solution j)^sentcd itfloff three 

'liai one for tlie eameras could he rolled up at a time. ^ ^Wr^JL & 

When the Endowment reception and dinner were held̂ -then, to celebrate the 

Fund's having reached its goal, Mrs. Clinton wanted to include everyone involved from 

previous administrations, regardless of their affiliation, since the Fund's inception-and she 

V, to be used later, as needed. did. Bolts of fabric from the Blue RoomUlater packed away, 

for mending) decorated the tables, and three former Presidents mingled with President 

Clinton in the Treaty Room in the residenĉ ghioh aloo haa boon refurbished. The evening 

was a metaphor for the White House itself bringing the past and present together, always 

on behalf of the future. 
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eHACTBftTWO: BEHIND THE SCENES 

If there's any doubt that th* White House is, above all else, the First Family's 

home, then Buddy's playfiil barking, echoing up and down the halls after his daily walks 
out/ 

on the grounds, will convince you otherwise. To the Clintons' brown Labradoryfo Socks, 

their eat, as much as to the Clintons themselves, this is home. 

\ 

^ rr Tyfrftn Hnniifi ihn rinii rsmilj ul i1 ij i r r '• • i f i it M 

White House opens its doon to America and the world with tours and special events 

nearly every day ofthe year, and the behind-the-scenes effort, not to mention the public 

flcnitlny, that goei into every/weh visit ix almost unimaginable. Despite the prewurc, and 

y, the White Houae is as remarkably friendly and happy a place to work 

as it is awe-inspiring to visit. "How can I put itT reflects Gary Waken, Chief Usher since 

1976. "1 just love coming to work every day." Indeed, most people who sign on to work 

on Walters' staff̂ igp an jgTjfct aaJ flieir reverence and afifcction for the House, its 

history, and its occupants is thrilfing-and contagiou^uu uui ftd it. 

The notion of a dhjefiuher (or may usher, for that matla) would surely have 

relieved John and Abigail Adams, the first occupants, who moved in with their two 

servants from home late in the autumn of 1800. Th^pljee wis unHnisbedT sparsely 

furnished, and bitterly cold, with firewood acarĉ Mirs. Adams was forced to string the 

East Room with clotheslines, and use it to dry clothes Even so, both President and Mrs. 

Adams fidt the promise of the place, and the power it Would one day represent̂ ika every 

O i / z # seoz.96a '. a a v a j . dawnsNOD '• i"(dso : z L : 6 6 - O E - 3 
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till flirt IlnuiHi Hiilii||ly in tulnm' mill I I 

<̂ J)en«dintieti; "1 pray Heaven to bestow the beat blessings on this house, and on all that 

shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise men ever rule under this roof" 

^Fvtir rinrin thairdrpnTliim fn̂ hor̂ fburlmonths afti 

i^Sfeuse 

their arrival, Adams hayfotf lost the toU-r 

fa t { 
ms having 

election to Thomas JefRrson, 

jyyStmu ging developed, tested, fine-tuned, updated, and, final^aanetlfM as Whi 

House ritual. 

in stature'and splendor, its 

Whhe 

Riffual that changes with each administration, that Is. It's the staff's job first and 

foremost to adapt to the needs and prefbrences ofthe Pint Family is residence, and those 

preferences change with the arrival of every newly elected President. Prwadent and Mn. 

Clinton remember̂ , au^le^ a knock on their door at 5:30 the morning after the 

President's first inauguration, and after they'd attended some thirteen inaugural balls. It 

was a butler bearing coffee, The Bushes, notoriously early risers, had always had their 

coffee at while watching the earliest news programs, and then walked their dog out 

on the grounds. The Clintons, however, prefer breakfaitf a \ K' • »»»"••• • fHy 

^qn, Mrs. Clinton̂ emembers than one d^Wbifa Chelsea wasn't feeling well. g^an53 ^ Q rn ftr, 

to make her daughter somejeggs and̂ pplesauce, ^aUedldownstaira to ask if the 

ingredients could be sent upstairs to the residence. More accustomed to making eggs and 

applesauce than to delivering the raw ingnedientt, the kitchen staff went on full alert/l̂ u-CC 

pag^^apricta Marshall, than the First Lady's personal assistan̂ â ktaĝ vas anything 

wrong? 'Why would the First Lady want eggs and apples? Marshall assured them that all 

n i / v . * s e o i a e s : 
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wu fine; the Firsl Lady WM simply more accustomed to the more infonmal atmosphere of 

the Governor's Mansion. 

It may come as a surprise leam how many people actually work in the house itself, 

but when you consider its sue and the functions it serves in American life-home to the 

First Family; guest quarters to vindng dignitaries; a museum open to the pubUc£repository 

of a major collection of American ftmuture, art, and •rtiftcu;fite of up to a dozen events -~ 

week; and office ofthe President and Pint Lady—then the ninety people who tend the 

bouse, tucked away in offices just out of public view, seem a modest staff indeed] Ushers, 

butlera, housekeepen, electricians, plumbers, painters, curators, calligraphers, florists, and 

the chefs bring the house to life every day as they go about their business, which is 

keeping the nation's home in perfect order/At 50,000 square î pt per floor, and four 

stories tall, this is a house that could easily echo-but it'sjiŜ plyrfogfedSy. The First 

Lady's social office, located in the East Wing, and the offices of her national security and 

domestic policy ataf̂  two buildings away in the Old Executive Office Building, are also an 

integral part ofthe White House, aad these people-who research policy and plan the 

myriad events to highlight it-are regular fixtures as wdl in Walters' office, a paneled 

room, with the foci of a captain's stateroom, right near the kitchen with a study behind 

(OR IS IT UPSTAIRS?) it: Whhe House central. 

From eariy monring on, tins household is arguably the busiest in the world. On one 

f^ivnr spring morning wdl before eight, for instance; a butler awaits the devator in the 

kitchen to take him upstairs to the residence, bearing a cart with break&st for Mrs. Clinton 

and her guest, Kaki Hockersmith, a longtime fweoSkifham Arkansas and member ofthe 

BQVUJ. uawnSNOO'-WdSO : Z l • 6 6 - 0 2 - 9 
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^ The Chief Usher's job combines the duties of running a 

home, a h o t e l , and a museum a l l at the same time. From 

the moment President C l i n t o n was elected (even as he 

continued t o oversee the Bush White House) Walters worked 

w i t h Mrs. C l i n t o n , reviewing 1the White House b r i e f i n g book 

t o help her choose the p a i n t i n g s , desks, carpets, and other 

f u r n i s h i n g s she would choose f o r her new home. He. 

supervised s e t t i n g up rooms f o r Chelsea, reviewed the 

C l i n t o n ' s d i e t a r y preferences, and found out everything he 

could t o assure t h e i r comfort from the moment they moved i n 

a f t e r the inauguration. 

That the House looks p e r f e c t every day, down to the 

n e a t l y aligned g r i d s of logs i n every f i r e p l a c e , f o r the 

tours i s his Chief Usher Walter's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , and he i s 

i n v o l v e d i n every event t h a t takes place i n the White 

House. His encyclopedic knowledge of how things have been 

done before i s e s s e n t i a l t o planning how things might be--

or can be--done next time. 1 
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^LLot. djicm ct I- LC *—. 

Committee for the Preservation ofthe White Hou^ The hallway carpets on the state floor 

are being roUed up, as they are eveiy day, in readiness for the tours; some 30,000 visitors 

pass through the Houae each week during the busiest season, 1.24 million every year. This 

particular day, aa.it happens, another carpet has just arrived, the beautiful, long anticipated 

carpet for the newly nJbujnsiM state Dining Roon^ îdrweavers in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, have been working oSlSr^^ 
(hid, pent hjntzcLk. ^ J — — — 

^HuAei smith, will be rolled outjiater tus morning. ^ jLtC.uh \r(-

In his gleaming (and a n v ^ l y ^ j ^ ^ n ^ C h r f ^ o - Scheib, the first 

American-bom White House chef to have trained at the esteemed American Culinary 

Institute in Hyde Park, New York, is talking on the phone He's been here since ri*, £ ^ S c L ^ U s -

estimatea that he serves ten or fifteen thousand dinner and reception guests a month (cot 

mduding Christmastime; when he serves far more), and aJsojQjsainhe First Family's 

private d«^and enlertainine. When Mrs. CHrton hired him in 1994.^S^lKe 

thousands of chefs who applied for the job, bet^iwU^ was to nuke the food as good, 

and as American, as that in the best American restaurant̂  refleering iha urmt, in 

^Ff l tHrw rtf A m g j ^ i . I ^ j tn Mil . W u • l l l U n * 

This was almost a revolutionary (and, at the tune, controversial) mandste. iniDonary (,vw, K uic unw, conrroversiai; jMauuare, < 

i.fU ê̂ Md tradhionallŷ feftr/grto tl» Frencl̂ but iVs particularly since White Houaej 

been an astounding success. jShrî s offerings, again at Mrs. Clinton'a request, are both 

lower in fkt and lighter in scnsibiHty, and the cuisine, like America itself, draws its 

/Oourulhaa UO»II cuisines all over the worid-yet remains thoroughly American. To Scheib's 

ddlght, growers and purveyors all over the country have rcs|iofided,|Ud fttt tageTto 
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present the Whhe House with thdr best creeJiofSfoften before they're presented to the 

rest of the country. Thud lî heTTTgfinituteiJa culinary dialogueJnot to mention 

n̂uatngs) with all of America, and been able to track down such indigenous boutique 
, -ken sodladL-s 

ingredients as American caviar, the first ininiiTure greens? seasonal fish and foods eftiKs 
unlol ^ A 

/̂ >j6H»d«, Americm^apanW mushrooms, specialty dweses, even American-bred bison. 

In the pastry kitchen. aĵ ^nine|space|)ust above Chef Schdb'ŝ  n̂d tinier^ 

Pastry Chef Roland Mesnier and Ids assistant, Franette McCullough, are researching the 

dessert for a state dinner some months off-every dessert for a state occasion is an original creationâ w r̂aspbeny tarta are already baking y the oveq for a small dinner 1 

Presidentlsbosting this ev wun^ntfie Whhe House, which epitomizes all that's 

American, Mesnier, down to his accent, iŝ he-one decidedly French grace note, and a 

beloved member of the household. He started as an apprentice baker at age fourteen, and 

came to the Whhe House during the Carter administratkMi; Mrs. Carter hired Mm after just 

one interview. The first pastry chef in America to receive France's prestigiouB Pastry Chef 

ofthe Year Award, Mesnier is utterly gifte^^aithe desserts he creates arcn't^Kw.*^ 

they're built or sculpted or spun or molded or crafted, combining textures and the subtle 

distinctions in d •••nmlly th^.'r. pn-pn^Aln hwnr Q^irTTl^—j ^—"-^ 

MtifwM tril * «f»>y ""inHnlmnnr ii shvayi apiwlrait Mn. Clinton's "lighter fiwe^) 

Mesnier often prepares enticing fruit 

sorbets or light pastries garnished with firuit^wittluat a drizzle of saucdtOthcr times, 

dessert ladesaeî amllU an aHylT birthdaŷ  ^ ^ M ^ 0 
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As she does every morning, Nancy Clarke, the Chief Floral Designer, is passing 

through each ofthe state rooms, checking the flower arrangements the public will see 

when the tours begin- Spent blossoms are removed and lepUceonWater added.' the flowers 

recycled and the arrangements made to last as long aa they can. Clarke and£ depending on 

the occasionlat hand̂ up to three other White House florists work from a fully equipped 

flower shop̂ own a maze of hallways on the ground floor^here a poster on the wall 

reads: LINE, MASS, FORM, ROSE, FILLER, the principles of floral design. The shop (a 

&r cry from the lavish conservatories and greenhouses the Whhe House used to have, 

which -were torn down to accommodate the West Wing) is wonderfully functional, with 

drains in the cement floors am a hwerd •A 
Clarke^vhD first signed on as a volunteer during the Carter admnistratiorg: 

0^ responsible for all the flowers in the state rooms, the residence; the West Wing, and the \C\&]JJJL 

flowers that adorn every event held at the White ] 

ceremonial purposes, fiiuilgeniiijls Ui honor the visitors and guests, ajuH« complacent 

the rooms, not serve as a distraction. With every upcoming event, she works very closely 

with Mn. Clinton, wfaô enda, she says, whether it's a state dinner or a press picnic, "to 

prefer a very American arrangement, one of sophisticated simplicity, not as rigid or 

complicated ss an old master's look, which year* hgo defined White Houae style." Over 
OuuL QJJ, ^Ujuf^puAj nuubu CL fUJ^U^ VCULULh 

*h* y a r n AmmtlcmM h«%^ t*V*n iwi^MMtHfly tn th* ptrfU. «h> h . f t thfl nVUltlHlh' A M /> ' 

nailers nstinmiiidr pager rn hHp thn White U<*«c n.
u.Mlr.(jlQ 

— Whereas Barbara Bush pinks, and lavenders, 

aavax aa^nsNoo:wdao:zi•66-OE a 
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and Nancy Reagan before ber toward red and white, Mrs. Clinton tends to prefer flowers 

and arrangements in a wann color range: peach, pale yellow, shades of orange, and rusts 

Throughout the Housê too, repnesentatives from the National Parks Service care 

for the potted plants, and the White House gardeners look after the extensive garden̂  

jfttof* the Clintons, perhaps more than their recent predecessors, especially like to hold 

event̂ in the warmer months. Indeed, a tent wiD be set up later today, and used to host 

L âbew five difffarent events and ceremonies in the coming week. When potted plants or 

shrubs are used to decorate the tents, to give them the enclosed sensibility of a beautiflil 

room, the Parks Service Is hijhni 'it,' while Clarke and her staff supply the uyccompanyiH 

flower amngementsoHu ĵ- tfiXL 

Downstairs on the ground floor, in the DiplomaticjRoom (known as the "Dip 

Room" to staffers), one ofthe House's three curatoro}Uuau«§ an early nineteenth-

century chair upside down, as he did when Mrs. CTinton first arrived and asked for a 

guided tour from the curatorial perspective. Looking closely, you can see dozens of tiny 

nail holes on the square frame supporting the seat, indicating how many times the chair has 

been reupholstered. Because the frame is weakened eveiy time a chair is reupbolstered, 

most nauaum would have upholstered this chair in period fabric long ago, then Jn^ggrS^'' 

mpTpaftiif> behind protective glass to prevent wear, tear, and fading. Because the White 

House is a living museum, however, and these chain are used every day (particularly in 

this room, the first room that visiting dignitaries see upon being welcomed to the White 

House), curators had to devise a means to protect the frames, ̂ ua, ingenioualŷ these 
- . . i S / S 

chairs are supported either by copper plating, aŝ n this chair, or canvas webbing, aâ ar 
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the feeing chair. Similariy, the valuable nmeteenth<entury table between the chain has a 

protective glass top on Ifrvwfldi enahldi tht »Uviiigrt lu tiijuj, aiid4iMeJrL-tĥ %niBeQm.' 

The curatorial staf̂  yJujUjm romilUxed undwMn. Kennedy, oversees the 

possessions in the House thai belong to the American people, everything fhxn the Xut̂ CLcn C L L ^ - £LVi-

collection of White House china to the Gettysburg Address that hangs in the Lincoln 

bedroom. Closely involved with the Committee for the Preservation ofthe White House/^ 

as well as with Mrs. Clinton, they, too, are involved with preserving the past as well as 

bringing the future mto the maiuiot̂ sll thn iwhlle knepiug Itm pujpeetiva ofthe past alive. 

Up until sometime in the Eisenhower admnastration, the White House was 

virtually dosed down between Memorial Day and Labor Da ĵfaxeaaon wm. Today, gur 

aoa is nrvtir ov̂ ŷ vea when President and Mn. Clinton are traveling on state business 

or on holiday, the House is aHve, with planning, with the next scheduled event, with the 

maintenance of the houae that, mora than any other emblem of our democracy, holds pride 

of place in the hearts of eveiy Americ 
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