
lanitd States Senate 
. ^ WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 15, 1997 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

J)?C 

20FHl:q2 

SUL. 

We are respectfully writing to ask you to issue an Executive Order that 
would create a President's Task Force to establish a National Museum of ' 
Women's History. 

The National Museum of Women's History project (NMWH) was created 
to celebrate the rich culture and heritage of women, and to ensure that this heritage 
is restored to the mainstream culture of our nation. As you may know, the NMWH 
is a bipartisan, nonprofit, educational institution that raised both public awareness 
and the congressionally required money to move the "Portrait Monument" to the 
Capitol Rotunda. 

Americans from every comer of our country join tourists from around the 
globe to visit Washington, DC for a rich history lesson. What a gift it would be for 
them to learn about the heritage and contributions women have made to every 
aspect of our civilization. Supporting the National Museum of Women's History 
by Executive Order would make clear your Administration's intention to honor 
women's past achievements, and to support and encourage their continuing 
contributions to our nation. 

We ask that you help women take an important step forward by issuing an 
Executive Order to establish a President's Task Force dedicated to a museum of 
women's history. The Task Force's objective would be to identify a federal site in 
Washington, DC, gain legislative authorization of the site, identify private funds 
for construction and renovation costs, and develop plans to privately fund yearly 
operating costs. 
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We fully support the creation of a National Museum of Women's History. 
The time to officially commemorate the stories ami struggles of American heroines 
is long overdue. We hope that you will agree to support this project. Thank you 
very much for your consideration. 

SincereK. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

May 2 2 , 1997 

1M ; J)^ -

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

SUSAN BROPHY 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Enclosed please f i n d a copy of a l e t t e r t h a t was sent t o the 
President by Sen. Olympia J. Snowe (R-ME) and others. 

The President has requested t h a t he see and sign every l e t t e r 
going t o C a p i t o l H i l l . We d i d not want t o f u l l y answer the 
issues addressed i n the Members' l e t t e r w i t h o u t advice from your 
o f f i c e ; t h e r e f o r e , I am requesting t h a t your o f f i c e d r a f t a 
response and r e t u r n i t t o Chris Walker. 

Thank you very much f o r your assistance i n t h i s matter. I f you 
have any questions, please f e e l f ree t o c a l l Chris at 456-7500. 

Enclosure 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

„ June 16, 1997 

Attached please find 1) pertinent information on 
the possible formation of a Presidential Joint Task Force 
on the National Museum of Women's History 
(NMWH); and 2) information on the ongoing political 
debate regarding support for the suffrage statue rededication 
on June 26. 

The opposition is spearheaded by C. Dolores Tucker 
and they are planning a protest outside the event. I would 
hope that we could get both sides to the table here at the 
White House late this week to discuss their concerns, and 
hopefully facilitate a compromise to diffuse this situation. 
This issue is certainly divided down racial lines, and we have 
an incredible opportunity to intervene and mediate a solution. 



Sondra L. Seba 06/12/97 05:18:30 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP 

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP, Cheryl M. Carter/WHO/EOP, Minyon 
Moore/WHO/EOP, Janet Murguia/WHO/EOP 

Subject: Re: POTUS/FLOTUS message request for Suffrage Event ^ 

Maria -- speaking of the politics --1 just got a call from Gayle 
Ravnitzky in Rep. Carol Maloney's office stressing the need for this 
message of support from the President. They are hoping that the 
reason none of the principals can attend the rededication ceremony is 
simply scheduling conflicts and NOT because of CD Tucker or any 
loss of support for the importance of the event or the NMWH by the 
President. Gayle reminded me that when Rep. Maloney participated 
in the Congressional Women's Caucus meeting with the POTUS and 
VPOTUS a few months ago that she brought up the idea of the 
President forming a joint task force on the National Museum of 
Women's History -- and he said it was a GREAT idea. Now, they're 
wanting to know: 1) if in fact the President is still supporting this 
idea, 
2) how far along are we in the process of getting it formed, and 3) if 
there could be a mention of this in his letter to be ready at the 
rededication. Gayle was also wondering why the White House (the 
President) has NOT even responded to the letter to the President 
signed by 46 members of Congress urging the formation of this task 
force. 

I think Congresswoman Maloney may need to get a call from you or 
another senior person regarding the following: 
1) The continued support of the Administration for the formation of 
a Presidential Joint Task Force on the NMWH and the Suffrage 
Statue (and why we will have no senior Adminstration representation 
at the rededication event); 
2) Where we are on the task force process (it's in General Counsel's 
hands under review right now - with Rob Weiner - as of Monday); 
3) The prospect of a Presidential message to be read aloud at the 
Rededication ceremony 6/26 and the possiblity its mentioning the 
possible formation of the task force; and 
4) The propspect of a written response from the President to the 
letter of wide support from the 46 House Represenatives for the 
formation of a Presidential Task Force on the NMWH. 

Please advise. 



06/09/97 15:57 121002 

NEED FOR PRESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE ON 
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY (NMWH) 

The National Museum of Women's History will be a "bricks and mortar" legacy for 
people to point to twenty years from now and say, "This is what President Clinton did lor 
women." 

The founding of NMWH will span the next eight years, providing opportunities not only 
for the President but the Vice President to demonstrate committment and support to their 
female constituency. 

NMWH is a non-profit, grass roots institution dedicated to preserving and celebrating the 
rich and diverse heritage of all women. Major women's groups involved and supportir g 
NMWH range from the Democratic Women's Leadership Forum and the National 
Federation of Republican Women to the League of Women Voters and the National 
Council of Negroe Women. A Presidential Task Force or Committee is needed as a 
vehicle to obtain a federal site in Washington, D.C., and to attract prominent citizens 
capable of the fundraising necessary to be privately funded thereafter. 

The authorizing legislation to create the task force/commission is the Federal Advisor}' 
Commission Act (Table 1, Public Laws and Legislative History, Final Volume). See the 
attached copy of Public Law 96-388 establishing the United States Holocaust Memorinl 
Council. 

NMWH recommends a 25-member task force comprised primarily of private citizens and 
including representatives from the Administration and Congress. Due to budget 
constraints that did not exist at the formation of the Holocaust Council, NMWH 
recommends members serve on a voluntary basis. The Department of the Interior, 
Department of Commerce, or GSA could take administative responsibility for the task 
force. 

A national institution specifically dedicated to the heritage of women does not exist. 
Although the Smithsonian Institution sponsors some related programs, it has only two 
permanent exhibits on women's history. Budget cuts are making it more difficult to 
manage existing programs at the Smithsonian. Adding an endeavor of this magnitude :.s 
infeasiblc. 

A national museum of women's history will create an institution giving Americans and 
foreign visitors the opportunity to learn of the unique cultural legacy, historic grandeur, 
and contemporary contributions of women worldwide from the dawn of civilization. 

Women have made profound contributions to civilization but, as well documented, they 
are glossed over or left out of mainstream texts, museums, and public memorials. 

Culture is shaped by what we value, which we express in the ways listed above. 
Unfortunately, less than two percent of the contents of modem history books explore 
women's history, less than five percent of the nation's 2,200 National Historical 
Landmarks are dedicated women, and there are only 40 public outdoor statues of women. 

1 



At present, history reflects and values mainly male experiences and contributions. 

Tliis exclusion and devaluation of what philosophers call "the feminine" has severely torn 
the fabric of our culture. It is manifested in symptoms of widespread violence and 
poverty - a general dis-ease of culture. However, the brunt of this disease is suffered by 
women and girls throughout the world. 

The pressure to solve these problems is coming from every segment of society. Although 
females bear more of the negative consequences of our dysfunctional culture, males arc 
also harmed. Leaders and scholars everywhere are looking for ways to solve this crisis 
ranging from women's shelters, to legislation on "stalking," to the Presidential event with 
General Colin Powell on "volunteerism." 

Social scientists and politicians, including President Clinton, have joined forces to 
discover and implement ways to return to a "civil society." They realize that addressir.g 
problems such as welfare, domestic violence, and crime with immediate action 
(programs, policies) is important but will not cure their underlying causes. To move 
society toward a better, more equitable and just future, on a lasting basis, our culture m ast 
be transformed. 

NMWH will transform culture by restoring the knowledge and respect of women, their 
contributions and "the feminine." Not only will it change the way men and boys view 
women and girls, but the way women and girls see themsel ves. 

Women must begin to see themselves as actors in the past, to gain strength and 
inspiration for the. struggles in the present. Visibility in the past equals empowerment in 
the present. 



Sondra L. Seba 6 M 4 l & 1 05:36:32 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP 

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP 
Subject: Suffrage Statue Rededication Scheduling Request 

Marj mentioned you may have some questions on the scheduling 
request -- so maybe I can be of help in addressing them. One 
question you might have is why did we include the possible 
announcement of the Presidential Joint Task Force on the National 
Museum of Women's History (NMWH). Minyon and I included that 
piece for this reason: Joan Wages of the NMWH talked with the 
President at a WLF event on May 19th about it -- she asked him to 
create the Task Force on the National Museum of Women's History, 
saying that it would be a wonderful legacy for him to leave for the 
women of this country. He said, "Well, let's get to work on it!" He 
imediately called Craig Smith over to talk w/Joan about the task 
force. Joan faxed everything related to it to Craig the next day. 
Minyon called me the next day to tell me that Craig had indeed asked 
her about it - she told Craig that she was already working with Joan 
and me on the whole thing. Therefore, we included that piece in 
case it is possible to make the announcement on the 26th at the 
ceremony. I have a call in to Dawn Chirwa (counsel's office) for 
counsel and procedure on the possible formation of a task force. 

FYI-Joan has gone direct to Lucia in the VP's office to ask her to 
pursue the VP for this event. I've got a call into Lucia to check 
status. 

ALSO, on the C. Dolores front -- Minyon told me that C. was 
planning a meeting about the statue. Doesn't look good right now 
for C. to participate in the event, but Minyon is going to talk with her 
again soon. Minyon will keep me informed, and I you. 

Hope this helps! 



From : Cash, Smith & Uagfes 703-548-0926 Rug. 31 . 2008 10: 13 PI'I P01 

To: 

From: 

Dole: 

Subject: 

Cash, Smith & Wages 
Orgfinizailonat Oave/oomenf 5 Gov^mmont Aftfiirs 

MEMORANDUM 

5 _ P«gM to Follow 

Sondra Seba 

Joan Wages 

May 21. 1997 

Request to Vice President Gore - Rc: June 26 

Attached is the letter that wc have sent to Vice President Gore. I asked 
Lucia Gilliland in the Vice President's office to get the request to his 
scheduler and that, your request will follow. I'll be happy to help you 
work on the request. 

1 spoUv with the President on Monday evening at a WLF event I asked 
him to create the Task Force on the National Museum of Women's 
History (NMWH) and told him that it would be a wonderful legacy for 
him to leave to the women of this country. He said, "Well, let's get to 
work on it " Needless to say. 1 was pleased. He called Craig Smith over 
and the next day I faxed Craig all the information on the Museum. 

Let me know what I can do to help on the scheduling request for the 

Vice President-

Thank you immensely for your help! 

913 E. Taylor Run PKwy. Suite 303 
Alexandria. VA m 0 2 

(703) 548-3670 
(703) S4H-0^?6 fax 

I 25 Porto Marino, Suite 7 77 
TlDuron, CA 94920 

|41 S| 435 4402 
14 15) 435-Z486 fcX 
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NATIONAL M U S E U M O F WOMF.N'S H I S T O R Y 

May 2 1 , 

v4 The Honorable Albert Gore 
Vice President 
The White House 
Washington, D C 20500 

Dear Vice President Gore; 

Aficr a 76-year struggle by women. Congress has unanimously agreed to 
restore the statue of suffragists Susan B Anthony. Elizubcth Cady Stanton, and 
I ucrctia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda Although these courageous and visionary 
leaders enfranchised 52% of our population, their images and story have been 
relegated to the Capitol crypt since 1921. Finally, due to the work of the Woman 
SuflVage Statue Campaign, which succeeded in raising both public awareness and the 
congressionally required money for relocation costs, this important historic symbol 
will be rededicated in the Rotunda on June 26. 1997 at 10.30a m The Woman 
Suftiagc Statue Campaign, the 6rst project of the National Museum of Women's 
History (NMWH), is honored to invite you to participate in this historic Rededication 
Ceremony Under separate cover, we are also asking Speaker Gingrich and Mrs. 
Clinton to participate. Others invited to take part include Senator John Warner, 
Represe.niative Connie Morella, Representative Carolyn Maloney, Representative 
Eleanor Holmes Norton and Dr Dorothy Height 

Because of the historical significance of Mott. Stanton, and Anthony and the 
fact that for the first time in our nation's history our toremothers and forefathers will 
stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremony would be the perfect occasion 
fur you to announce the formation of a Presidential Task Force on the National 
Museum of Women's History and the launch of our cyberspace museum NMWH 
was incorporated last year as a nonprofit organization and hopes to partner with the 
government in establishing the physical site of the Museum The federal government 
would furnisli the site while yearly operating costs would be privately funded - similar 
ti) the. simcture of the National Building Museum and the U.S. Holocaust Museum. 
(Details in Enclosure 1.) 
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Throughout our campaign to return the Suffiagist Statue to the Capitol 
Rotunda we have received strong support from women and men across the nation. 
NMWH also has the fiill and enthusiastic support of Betsy Myers, former Director of 
the White House Office on Women's Initiatives and Outreach The House of 
Representatives and Senate have made formal requests to the President to form a 
Presidential Task Force and' the Senate is in the process of doing the same. 

303 Went GlendaJe Avenue - Alexandria. VA 22301 
Tel. (703) 200-OB&2 - FJUC. (703) 299 0557 

slnaer^ix.netcam.coin 
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Supporting the National Museum of Woitten'a History would make clear your and the . 
Administration's intention to honor women's past contributions, and to support and encourage 
their continuing contributions to our nation. NMWH was created in response to American 
women's deeply compelling desire, in the face of major social and political change, to give voice 
to their unique perspective on history and in creating a better future (Enclosure 2.) 

We have attached further information and supporting documents We welcome the 
opportunity to discuss NMWH with you and your staff"and we available to answer any questions. 

Wc hope you will agree to participate in the historic Rededication Ceremony of the 
Suffragist Statue in the Capitol Rotunda and to announce a Presidential Task Force on NMWH 
and the cyberspace museum At a minimum, we hope that you will honor us with your 
participation at the ceremony and the announcement of the NMWH cyberspace museum, and that 
we can continue to discuss the Task Force. It could be announced in a future ceremony. 

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do in support of women and children, 
and foi your vision of a belter world. 

Most RespectRilly, 

Km en K Staser 
President, NMWH 

cc: Craiy Smith 

Maria Hchevestc 
Minyon Moore. 
Sondra Seba 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY 

May 9, 1997 

Mrs Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D C. 20500 

Dear Mrs.Clinton: 

After a 76-year struggle by women, Congress has unanimously agreed to 
restore the statue of suffragists Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and 
Lucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda. Although these courageous and visionary 
leaders enfranchised 52% of our population, thoir images and story have been 
relegated to the Capitol crypt since 1921. Finally, due to the work of the Woman 
Suffrage Statue Campaign, a project of the newly formed National Museum of 
Women's History (NMWH) in raising both public awareness and the congressionally 
required money for relocation costs, this important historic symbol will be 
rededicated in the Rotunda on June 26, 1997 at 10:30a.m. NMWH is honored to 
invite you to participate in this historic Rededication Ceremony. Under separate 
cover, we are also asking the President and Speaker Gingrich to participate. Others 
invited to take part include Senator John Warner, Rep. Connie Morella, Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton and Di. Dorothy Height. 

Because of the historical significance of Mott, Stanton, and Anthony and the 
fact that for the first time in our nation's history our foremothers and forefathers will 
stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremony would be the perfect 
occasion for the President to announce the formation of a Presidential Task Force on 
the National Museum of Women's History. NMWH was incorporated last year as a 
nonprofit organization and hopes to partner with the government in establishing the 
physical site of the Museum. The federal government would furnish the site while 
yearly operating costs would be privately funded - similar to the structure of the 
National Building Museum and the US Holocaust Museum. (Details in Enclosure 1.) 
We have forwarded our proposal to the President and hope to have your support as 
well. 

Throughout our campaign to return the Suffragist Statue to the Capitol 
Rotunda we have received strong support from women and men across the nation. 
NMWH also has the full and enthusiastic support of Betsy Myers, Director of the 
White House Office on Women's Initiatives and Outreach. In fact, she calls this 
project a "gift to the President." The House of Representatives has made a formal 
request to the President to form a Presidential Task Force and the Senate is in the 
process of doing the same. 

303 West Glendale Avenue - Alexandria. VA 22301 
Tel. [703) 299-0552 - Fax. (703) 299-0557 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY 

March 7, 1997 

$ > 

Mrs. Tipper Gore 
Office of the Vice President 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 200 
Washington, D.C., 20501 

Dear Mrs. Gore: 

Debbie Johnson told me she spoke to you at the Lifetime Television's 
Awards Dinner about the formation of the National Museum of Women's History 
(NMWH) and that you requested funher information. We would appreciate an 
opportunity to meet witft vou at vonr earliest convcuience to discuss the Muacvtm. 

Debbie mentioned that you emphasized the importance of recognizing 
women's many contributions to civilization in your remarks at the Awards Dinner. 
This is precisely the mission of NMWH. . . to preserve and celebrate the rich and 
diverse heritage of all women and to restore this heritage to mainstream culture. To 
that end. NMWH was incorporated as a 501(c)3 last year. We immediately launched 
our first project, the Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign, and began working with 
Congress to explore the donation of a federal site in Washington, D.C. to house the 
Museum. 

The President will receive a letter from the U.S. House of Representatives 
requesting a joint task force on NMWH. The U.S. Senate has initiated a similar 
letter. (A task force proposal is enclosed.) Wc request your support in the formation 
of diis joint task force on the National Museum of Women's History. 

We have written you previously concerning the NMWH Woman Suffrage 
Statue Campaign. We engaged in a successfull two year campaign which completed 
a 76-year effort to restore a monument to the "mothers of suffrage" - Lucretia Mott, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony - to the Capitol Rotunda. We 
garnered the support of 96 organizations and thousands of individuals, raising both 
public awareness and $75,000 for relocation costs. Enclosed is a February 23 op-ed 
by George Will concerning the Statue, which demonstrates the blindsightedness 
many still have toward honoring our nation's female heroes. Our response is also 
enclosed. 

A formal rededication ceremony of the Suffragist Statue in the Capitol 
Rotunda will be held on Thnrfidnv: June 26. 1997 at 10:30 a.m. We would be 
honored for vou to participate in this historic event. For the first time in our nations 
history the foremothers who led the battle to enfranchise the majority of American 

303 West Glendale Avenue ~ Alexandria. VA 22301 
Tel. (703) 299-0682 - Fax. (703) 299-0SS7 

BlaserOLs.nctcom.coin 
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citi�cns will stand beside our forefothers. Mrs. Clinton. the Vice President. and the 
President will be invited to particip:ite as well. As mentioned in the enclosed 
propo�al, the Rohmda Ceremony might be a perfect opportunity to announce an 
Executive Order forming a joint task force on NMWH. 

Mrs. Gore, thank you for your interest in NMWH and for the many things 
you have done, and continue to do, to support women and children. We look 
forward to speaking with you about the exciting plans underway at NMWH and your 
potential involvement. 

Respectfully, 

Ksr�n Staser 
President, NMWH 
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NATIONAL M U S E U M O F WOMEN'S HISTORY 

i's 

it'. St^lue of.Wamn:r.< 

PROPOSED FORMATION OF PRESIDENTIAL 
TASK F O R C E ON THEWATIONAL MUSEUM 

O F WOMEN'S HISTORY (NMWH) 

The upcoming rededication of the monument to Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony in the Capitol Kotnnda on June 26, 
1997 at 10:30a.m., would be the perfect opportumtv for the President to 
announce a Presidential Task Force on NMWII - a Washington, DC, 
nonpartisan, educational institution whose mission is to preserve and 
celebrate the rich and diverse heritage of women and restore this heritage to 
mainstream culture. 

The task force would consist of 25 members - largely private and corporate 
sponsors and NMWH Board members, with a representative from the 
Administration, Senate, and House of Representatives (Suggested 
nominations are in progress and include notable citizens sucn as former First 
Ladies and other leaders in various fields.) Its mission would be to identify a 
feder1 -'- — ^ •- •^-•-•i— 

dc i ^ 
to NMWH standing committees 

This initiative would reinforce the President's commitment to education, 
technology, the emnowerment of women and children, and the 
revitalization of Washington, DC. The museum would be a powerful, 
positive legacy of the CMton Adiplptatration. 

NMWH has hired the international public iclations firm of Burson-Marsteller 
io conduct a full-scale national publicity campaign for this historic 
occasion. 650 seated guests will be in attendance Wc aic inviting the 
President, Speaker Gingrich, and the First Ladv to participate in the 
ceremony under separate cover 

I hc U.S. House of Representatives sent a foi mal request to the President 
to form a Presidential task force on the National Museum of Women's 
History (attached.) It wfts co-spontorcd by U.S. Representatives Carolyn 
Maloney p - NY). NitrLqwey (DgNY). Eleanor Holmes Norton (IM>C), 
Connie Morella (R-MD), Maree ROukemH (R-NJ), and Nancy Johnson 
(R-CT,) A similar requwjhiasl)cen initiated bv the Senate, leil by 
Senators Olympia SnoWe, Bartxara Boxer, Susun Collins, Diane 
Feinstein, K!ay Bailey Hutchison, Carol Moseley-Braun, and Patty 
Murray. 

Rep. Carolyn Maloney spOkein person to the President about NMWH 
nnd reported that he wis "very enthusiastic and supportive." 

The announcement of the joint task force could be made at the Rededication 
Ceremony in June or on any occasion deemed appropriate by the White 
House. 

NMWH has a proven track record and hrnnd-hased national support. 
NMWH recently adopteoL and suceieeded in accoinplishing, a 76-year effort 
to restore the "Portrait Monument" to the Capitol Rotunda The Museum 
Raised $75,000 for relocation costs through a grassroots campaign, and 
uained the unanimous suppon of both Houses of Congress, over 80 
women's organizations, and ihajor corporations. 

President Carter created a similar council through Fvecutive Order to 
establish the U.S. Holocaust Memorial and Museum 

303 We« Qfontf&le Avenue ~ Alexandria, VA ZZSO^NC 
Tel. (703) 29&-0552 ~ Fax. (703) 219-0557 

•taBCrtff'lx. nc tcom.com 
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NATIONAL M U S E U M OF WOMEN'S HISTORY 

The National Museum of Women'* History. Inc. (NMWH) 

III 
K ;i Washington D C. based, nonpartisan, nonprofit educational institution dedicated to 

preserving and celebrating the rich heritage of all women, and rcJoriny this heritage to 
inainsticaiii culuiie Why Is It needed? 

• 529 ;, of our population is female There is a dccpl> felt need among girls and women to 
learn of their own unique heritage and to sec themselves reflected with respect in our 
culture. 

• Except in,isolated women's studies programs, women s profound social, economic, 
intellectual, spiritual, and scientific contributions arc undei emphnsized. flic National 
Museum of Women in the Arts is dedicated solely to women's achievements in the arts 
I he National Museum of American History is dedicated to the historical development of 
iimnkind. Both these institutions recognize the uniiiue agenda to which NMWII is 
dedicated and are providing active though not finaneiiil suppon to the project. 

• The historic contributions of women to civilization arc missing or misunderstood. 

• Knowledge of one's heritage is critical in developing a personal sense of competence 
and potential. 

• I ack of understanding and appreciation for women's; coninbutions leads to a lack of 
understanding, value and respect, and may invite vmlenre or discrimination against 
females. 

• NMWH will address these needs hy 

I profiling the specific achiavemcnts individual women have made in every area of 
liumaii endeavor aiul 
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2. hxploring and celebrating the canirtbutions women have made to community and 
civilization in their many roles as mother, wife, sister, healer, teacher, and leader. 

The first project of the NMWH. the Woman Suflrage Statue ( ampaign. demonsirates our 
grass mots suppuit This national fund raising campaign was initiated with the help of Senator 
John Warner to raise $75,000 to restore the Suffragist Statue of Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth 
( sidy Siantou, and Lucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda. With modest publicity, there has been 
a spontaneous national outpouring of support The Campaign has raised almost $50,000, more 
(han half coming from small individual donations. We have also received thousands of letters 
and calls. Interestingly, wc have attracted die support of the male population as well. National 
women's groups such as the National Fftifrr»tit>p Republican Women, the National 
League of Women Voters. Bugiqesgflnd f r t f r m \ f f p a l Women. U.S.A.. and others are 
helping as are the DcmiKrfltic Natiffttfll CoftHiiilaHw «"<) <he Kmibliun Nmttoiind 
Committee. Our corporate sponsors to date are listed on the left. I he Campaign is growing 
fast ami continues to attract the attention of the national press 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMBN S HISTORY 

The mission ol tke Nfttional Muacutn of Womnn'« Hiaiofy la io permanently reatore tlie 
Kifltorv of Women to maingtreftm ciilt^ro. 

The following are juot a few examples of facts we should know: 

• Among l l i r (irsl world-ceuowned »gleiiti»ti wo» Hypatia of Alexandrin, l>c>rn in 

A . D , 370. She invented tk« pl»ne astrolabn tl int oOuU oocurotoly »olvc pi:ol>lf.iii< 

in ((plierirfl! rtHfronomy *nA wrote * thirtafln^vnlume definitive text mi ftlfj<;l<rn 

entitled Aiitlinieticfl-

• In l l i r 1 1(U Cunlury, A . D . , T r o t u L of S»l orno, was a pioneer in 

pruvi-nlivu luialtli. l lonlors copiod lior loxtg, U l i j l t i aA .B lam " " d DeComnositioue Mftdioom «ntfiriiin. hy 

hand for 400 years and tken printed thorn for another 300 
ycaru after thai. 

• Apkra Bckn, born in 1640, domiii»t«d tke ht«f»ry world of Roitoration Eni land. 

During k t r life, eke enjoyed tke •ame type of public acclaim tkat Skakepptare kad ackleved a generation 

carliur. sk ikirieen novelu tk i r ly year* irffore Daniel 

I tefdf wrolft Woliiniinn Cnmofl (generally orsdlted ae tko first novel). Belin wrote rtkout 

tke korror of slavery and undentood and pukluked tke same basic women's isuucis wc 

arc f< ill struggling witk today. 

Catkerine I .ittlofield ( . i iwne, of Georgia, akared ike idoa frtr ft Collon <. ! i i i v i l l i Rli 

Wkitney. She aUo financed the patent and fabrication. He merely pcrfcLicd it . 

• Ida Wc lL Rainott, t o rn In 1862, waa an mflu«rxtul Airiean-AmericAn jovirni>li»t and 

polilical activist. Ske,expoBed lynoking aa an integral part of racial oppreeoion. Ske 

analyzed kow tke fear of pkyiical violence waa uaed to maintain political and economic control. 

k Tke atomif tomL w»» mada poaBikU by a pacifist Jewicli woman. Dr I .mo 

Mnitner WAR tke first to Bplit tke atom and ooinsd tko diacovery "nuclear finsion'' •• 

and loft tko field of atomic pky«io« an soon as tke city of Hiro»lilma was knmkcd. 

• Ad<v Lovelnoo dosignod lk» prototypo computer in I f l f l O . 1 3 i 

• Admiral Gracn Murray Hnppftr kad created tkf l IMSIS of computer software ky 1957. 

a ' Gladys Hobby produced ike firat upokle pelilaillin in lk« oarly 1940V 

T k e e e examples kai-oly e h i m t k e sur faco o f a l l tUere is t o exam m e and m e m o r i a l i x e a k o u t 

t k o ro lo t>f w o r n o t i i n ovory f i o l d . A t e t t e r w o t U awai ts t k e g e n e f a t i o n t k a t aksorks w k a t w o m e n 

and m e n kove t o ekarc a k o u t l i f e f r o m a j o i n t porepoot ivo. 
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PUBf,IC LAW 9&-388 {H.1{. 8081]: October i, 198ll 

Pnr l.cyis/C1li,·c Hi.rtoq• of tliis and vtlic-r /.n1<·.<, uc Table 1, Publir 
f.ai,s uud l. <"gislnti,·c Hisl,1r_\·. ,11 c11cl of fi1111/ , . .,,,,,,,..

· A� Act to cel:il>ll&h th@ United S!a.tc• Holacau•t M�n,orl•I Council.

& it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States ofAmerica in Congre$$ assembled, Thal there� hereby 
establiahod the United �t.Ates Holocaust Memorial Council (herein­
after in this Act referred to as the "Council"). The Council shall-

(1) provide for apprupri..ate wl!ty3 for the Nation to l'ommemo-­
·rat.e the Days of Remembrance, as an annual, national, civic
commemoration of the holocaust.. and shall encourage und spon­
sot· appropriato obr;erv3n('�i:; of �u�h Days of Remembrance
throughout the United States;

(ZJ plan, construct., am.1 oveniee the operotion of, ;a. permanPnt
living memorial museum to the victims of the holocaust, in
cooperation with the Secretary of the Interior and other FeQeral
agcnciea CUI provided in s�tion 5: :1nd

(3) develop a plan for carrying out the recommendations of the
President's Commission on the Holoc.i=t in it.a report to the 
President ofSept�mhcr 27. 1979, to the extent such recommenda•
tions are not otherwise provided for in this Act.

SEC. 2. (a) The Council shall con.niGt of sixty votine members 
i:tppointed (except as otherwise provided in this section) by the 
President and the following ex officio nonvot.lng members: 

(1) one appointQ<i hy the �rP.tary of the Interior;
(2) one appointed by the Secretary of State, Ernd
(3) one appolnte<l by the Secretory of Educo.tion.

Of the !'.irly voting members, five sha1l � appointed by the Speaker of 
the United States House of KepreSentatives from fl.mong members of 
the United Stat<ls I -lousc:- of RP.prf>.C.P.ntatives and five shall be 
appointed by the President pro tempore of the .United States Senate 
upon the recommenda.Liuu of the majority L\nd minority )..-,:.rlen; from 
Pmopg mP.mbers or the United Stetes Senate. Any \1acancy in the 
Council shall be fille<l in the same manner as the orlglnal appoint­
ment w� m�de. 

(b) The members of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, 
as in effect i.mme-diately before the dttle of the cnactmont of this Ad. 
nrc h�reby designi\t.ed as the initial members of the Council. Such 
initial members (other than the initial members appointed from the 
Unlt�l.l Sta� Senate or tho Uniwd Stpt,;,s Hou.<:e nf Representatives) 
shall serve terms as follows: 

(1) All initial mernbe� shall serve uutil Jcnuary 15, 1986.
(2) On Jnnuary 15. 1986, the tenns of ten of such initinl

members, as designated in the bylaws of the C.Cmncil, shall 
terminate. 

(3) On January 15 or each year thereafter through 1990 the
terms of ten other initial members, as clesiguated in the bylaw5 of 
the Council, ch:1-ll terminate. 

The tenns of the initial members appointed from the United States 
Senate or the United St.at.ea House of Representatives shall expire 

94 STAT. 1547 
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fiscal year 1982, and $850,000 for the fiscal year 1988: Provided, 
however. That notwithgtanding nny other provifllon of tM« Act, none 
of the funds authorized herein may be available for constructfon. 
Authority to enter into contract and U) make payments under this 
Act. using funds authorized to be appropriated under this section, 
shall be effective only to the extent, and in such amounts, as provided 
in advance in appropriation Acts. 

Approved October 7, 1980. 
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Schedule Proposal May 28, 1997 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

BACKGROUND: 

Kim Tilley 
Patti Solis Doyle 
Peg Cusack 

Maria Echaveste 
Minyon Moore 

For the Vice President, First Lady or Mrs. Gore to attend the 
rededication ceremony of the "Portrait Monument" (Woman 
Suffrage Statue) in the Capital Rotunda, and announce the 
formation of the Presidential Joint Task Force on the National 
Museum of Women's History (NMWH). This event is sponsored 
by the National Museum of Women's History. 

•To announce the formation of the Presidential Joint Task Force on 
NMWH, a Washington, DC, nonpartisan, educational institution 
whose mission is to restore the rich and diverse heritage of women 
to mainstream culture; and 

•To reinforce the President's commitment to preserve and 
reintroduce the heritage of all women in our nations mainstream 
culture, the empowerment of women and children, and the 
revitalization of Washington D.C. 

Approx. 200 participants including: 
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott 
President of the NMWH Karen Staser 
Other members of Congress 
Women leaders, local and national 

The Woman Suffrage Statue was dedicated in the Capitol Rotunda 
in 1921. Within 24 hours of the dedication the statue was moved to 
the crypt and has remained there for 75 years. Since then three 
attempts have been made to raise the statue and as of March 
Congress unanimously agreed to restore the statue of suffragists 
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott to 
the Capitol Rotunda. The statue made it to its final resting place in 
the Rotunda on Saturday, May 10, 1997. 



PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

The Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign is a project of the National 
Museum of Women's History (NMWH), a Washington DC based, 
nonpartisan, nonprofit educational institution dedicated to 
preserving and celebrating the rich heritage of all women, and 
restoring this heritage to mainstream culture. The rededication 
ceremony of the Woman Suffrage Statue would be a perfect 
opportunity for the announcement of the Presidential Joint Task 
Force. 

The Presidential Joint Task Force would have representatives from 
the Administration, Congress and NMWH. It's mission would be 
to identify a federal site in Washington, D C; gain legislative 
authorization of the site; help identify private funds for construction 
and renovation costs, and help develop plans to privately fund 
yearly operating costs of the museum. 

None. 

DATE AND TIME: 

LOCATION: 

FIRST LADY 
REQUESTED: 

MRS. GORE 
REQUESTED: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

CONTACT: 

ORIGON OF THIS 
PROPOSAL: 

June 26th, 1997; 10:30 am. 

United States Capital Rotunda. 

YES. 

YES. 

Maria Echaveste and Minyon Moore. 

Open. 

Sondra Seba, Ph. 6-7310. 

The National Musuem of Women's History and the Women's 
Office. 
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NATIONAL POLITICAL CONGRESS OF BLACK WOMEN, INC. 
600 New Hampshire Avenue. N.W. • Suite (125- Washington, D.C. 20037 • (202) 338-0800 • Fax (202) 625^99 

NATIONAL OFFICERS: 
CHAIR 
Hon. C. DeLores Tucker 
FIRST VICE CHAIR 
Rev. Willis Banuw 
SECOND VICE CHAIR 
Deborah Lewis 
THIRD VICE CHAIR 
Micolo McPhcrson 
RECORDING 
SECRETARY 
Tahlya R. Nyahuma 
TREASURER 
Rev. Gloria E. Miller 
GENERAL COUNSEL 
Mwine Bethel Cade, Esq. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Glinda Anderson 
IGmberiy Bell 
Cynthia Booth 
Hon. Vivian Caver 
Cymhla Downs 
Geraldine R. Euro, Esq. 

Queen Gladden 
Glo Fvory 
Triah Moms-Yamba 
Hazel Obey 
Aoncae Rainwater 
Tbomaima Reed, Esq. 
Bubv* W. Skinner 
Mary H. Soricey 
Hon. Connie Stolcci 
Hon. Mabel Thomas 
Yvene E. Thomas. Esq. 
Hon. Onah Weldon 
Jerlene Wonhy 

FOUNDING MEMBERS: 
Rev. Willie Barrow 

Lezli Baslcervills, Esq. 
Dr. Mary Berry 
Hon. Hilda Mason 
M». Jewell Jackson McCabe 
Hon. Gloria LauHah 

Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Hon. Cardiss Collins 
Hon. Shiriey Wilcher 
Ms. Pat Tyson 
Mary Terrell. Esq. 
Or. Dorothy I. Height 
Hon. Alexis Herman 
Hon. Charlene Drew Jarvis 
Hon. Nadinc Winter 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Sojourner Truth Committed/Supporters 

Dr. C. DeLores Tucker' 
Chair, National Political Congress of 
Black Women, Inc. (NPCBW) 

Dr. Janette Boston Harris 
Chair, NPCBW Sojourner Truth Committee 

Sojourner Truth Meeting 

May 27, 1997 

Please be advised that there will be an important meeting on the 
Sojourner Truth issue on Tuesday, June 3, 1997 at 6:30 p.m. The 
meeting will be held at the Mayor's Office Building at 441 4th Street, 
N.W. in the 10th Floor Conference Room, Room 1030. 

Please plan to attend this meeting. Wc will be discussing strategy now 
that the Women's Suffrage Statue is in the Capitol Rotunda, as well as 
a planned protest on June 26, 1997 - the date that a celebration for the 
raising of the Women's Suffrage Statue has been scheduled. 

It is our position that ANY STATUE REPRESENTING THE WOMEN'S 
SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT SHOULD INCLUDE SOJOURNER TRUTH 
and that the raising of the current Women's Suffrage Statue to the 
Capitol Rotunda should not be celebrated without Truth's inclusion. 
Furthermore, a separate statue of Sojourner Truth is unacceptable as is the 
doctrine of separate but equal enunciated in Ptessv v. Ferptson in 1896. 

We hope to see you at the meeting, but if you are unable to attend, 
please send a representative. Also, please feel free to bring your friends 
and associates with you. We would appreciate your RSVP by telephone 
or fax by June 2, 1997. 

C:/WP5l/struth 
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SUPPORITRS OF TI-IE SOJOURNER TRUTii CRUSADE 
•·· May 11 1997 

I 

I 
I 

Over 1 oo organizations have endorwd our Rffort, and the following organizations have 
� in Sl.4PPor1 from raising thG Portrait Monument to join our c:oafition: A{riun­
Ama ion Wamtn's Cllqy Associatioa. Orlt• SipNl 1ltcta Soronty, Nllriona.l Council of N� 
Woalftl. and the Nmomal A.tsociation ot'Colo� WOIIIP.fl1

1 Oubc 

ORGA NlZAlJQN"&' 

AFGE. Local. 3407 
AfrkH .. Americall Baffi1nt Auodlrtioa 
A.fricall,-Aaieriu.n. Chamber al Cemmcftle 
lAOO Afri&:1U>-AIM!ricaa Won1r11 
Mricaa .. Amcrican Wocnea'1 Ck'1Q· Aslodatio• 
Atrtca11 Medlodist Epitt0pal WOfflCII 
A.FSCME,Locell�OI 
Aia'\ I A Woa� be. 
AJI N3rions Baptist O.urch, D C. 
Alplla K.afp& A.lpba Sorority 
A111eriun Pl"Klltl8 Sw,,i« Coma1ittl:e­
Amcricu WOlllal Rcriu,..e !lorirty. I•. 
AMOF� 
A WOlllilll"S l'otlll of View (Philadclphia) 
AUSlinBtssinessC'lU5tcr 
Baltimon: OtC 
Baplisl Cooventioa otO.C. and V'tdnity 
Baprilll Miaim:rs Cunbcncc or NOii hem Virginia 
Bttt,unc-DaBof• lactftut� 
Black Leade#t!Mp Fonun 
111-=k Ullikcl Ji'-d al Wcaea 
Bladi: Wom&:n Health Project (Pb.ilatclpbia) 
Bbc.k Woaea lJaitNI for Aedwi 
Blade. Wmnt'Jl'I Bu AuocWicMI 
B� Women's: Nc:twotk (Mlhvaukec) 
llfack w__.., Pla,.,rtpia 
Busj ... � ID Help 
Ceater for New Black Lcadcnbip 
Oll.JMS, hie. 
C011111tiOA of African-American C'nlnarc Orga11itJdion 
(Pcmsylvania) 
Coalldaa fl Af'riQII-A1Mric1D, Jqc. 
COBJuion ofOOldt Trade Union. D.C. Chapter 
Coalltwl J tM Bllldl WOdlell 
CCMtlf':II al Nttianal Black C'trat"ffilN 
Com1trc:tad•al Black CIIICIR Spouaes 
Corr«tioaa.l womca·, MiuioaM:, Societ)· oft� 

AM£ Cbaf'CII 
C.-ntcilottoo 
o.c. Commi!iMDII on Women

1Nationel Organizalion.c ,1,,,._ In �

D,C. Democ:ralic Women 
Delta Slpaa Tiicu �n,ritJ 
Flltllily Re.ttth Cn.■c:11 
F*nlly Employed WOIIICII 
Frmdt Caribbua c.lCGl'II.I 01'2Uiutioa 
Fint Bapci.,t of Ci'lc:nnallicn, MD 
Gr.Ind Temple Daoglttrff or the Elles 
l•dependeet ,Women'• Coaacll 
Jnstttulc ror Responsible Farhcrhood ffld F1mify 

Re,.itAti .... iM\ 
J.U.G.S .• Inc. 
IC.mp Landing Won,en'1 Service C..,ab 
Labor Women's Rouadtable, AFl.-CIO 
Lmb. Inc. 
Lullaby Guild 
Many Flavors Produc1ioos Orci,oirailoas 
MU'dlr Ladlff Kini� tor Noa-Vlolmce 
u.ttiD Luther Kiag Jr, D.C. Support Orvup 
Maryland Museum of Afric:an ArnericlM Hittmy :and 

CuJhn c.ommiisioa 
M.;uopolfmn Ocmoct1ltiC Women's Club (MWDC) 
Motmtrioa lmtituae otPhiladdphiil 
NAACP Ad Hoc Labar Commi� 
NAACP, D.C. Chapter 
NAACF, Prlnce William c.oonty 
Naflee_, � of Black CoaatJ OfJJctab 
Nationat AIIIKiatioa fJI Blade � OfReiak 
N.,_.AMciatioaolBl�W.._.A� 
N'lldaaat � af C81tm Wemeit't Clubs 
Nadeaaf A-a.._ r ... � O,.pwt •t, 
Nl!ioaal 4-odatioee J Neare Butli,ea and 

� W�'• a.bl 
NllltiouJ � ..... -.. ef PeHtlcal Wowa, U.S.A.. 
Nadoaal 4-.ci•tuN- ftl � Alrain 

Pnrodo-ab 
Nmonal Al1Cdatloa of'Unnuaty Women 

{Phllade!phtl) 
Nadoasl 11-,tut .-\uedadott., Inc. 
Narlodal lleady C.huriattl � Inc. 
Natl8HI CoaUdoll Df Blade. Voter Partldpatm� 
1-. 
Nalatal Caalitiift■ .t t..bar Wemed 
Natiaad c.acll oa Ed� UHi "9blk- � 
N'Mloaal Condi et Nepo Wemaa 
N'o.tlotlal Fetknnloa of Black WOfflelll'I Btnlec:n 

141003 
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0-..Mrs 
N'alioPal F'cdcnrtiOll ofDcmacntic Women. D.C. 

C'bac,ter 
Natioaa.l Ncsro �n �ladon
Naiuul (kpnizUIGII GI Black Elected 

Lq;IIIMM Wunten 
Nation.al Poli� Caavas fl( Blade Woa.ca 
N'atioaal llniua � the ff� 
Pbtioal W.,.CII ot Adlienmcnt. l11e. 
Network Gf Baack Womea fl)f' J...altt 
Oppornrnitiet Jltdu::tinial Ccntc� 
Our AU(hor's SCIMfy Chlb 
P=m)ivania Baptist Sule �ion 
.Prlocc Gxqc's M.O.M.S
Prqp:t 21 
Pfqja:11 
Sl Paul Baptist Churcb. Capital Hl!ighls. MD 
Shiloh Baptis1 CbtJn:h, Alcwidria VA . . Sixteenth Sueet Heights N�igi"d>Otbwd A.ssodaUon, 
Sojc11t'llel' TMI\ � AnniYe.rl::lty eonuaitb:11;, 8att1c 

Cft'dt.Ml 
Sojoanlcr' TNh Commiltet:, Northanlpton. MA 
The� Truth of Miami, FL 
UNn'E. AF'L-ClO 
Unedlllackhed 
� Cburdl. D.C. Martin Llltbcf 1Cin& 

Associal1on 
Uakarl1111 lJ� O..rtlt Senlee eo,..,.,ecc 
Urban Ltnpe Oaild (Philadelphia) 
Ward t. Twnnia Cwndl, Inc. 
Wuhingaon Coafc:ttnce Brsncti womim·, Mlllioa 
Society ot � AME (l)cuoh) 
WOIMII la dlle NAACP (WIN) 
WIMM1l vi ate Southull CIH1Aia11 Ladenblp 

c� 

w.-.aaworll 

y-,. Adsiewn. i.e. 
Zeta PM .__ Sercn-k1 

INDlYJDYALS* 

Mt. Cearp ll. Aadenon 
AM(.,,,.._. 

Bishop Vmtoa R. Aadenon 
wo,MQluldo/� P,nldl,a,t 

Dr Cncboo .a..hley. 0. V .M. 
Ml/nlllCH:-alA......., 

Dt. I)enqe Baer 
�---ISJI0,11.kMttdy 

lAfflllatiom, 'lh0Wt1 °"'>' fol-- purposes pf
lckntifia:tlon. 

Hon. Con Ma&tcn Barry 
/1!1rstl.lldfot�D.C. 

Ms. Cenatdfoe Boykin. 
GPSPolllcllS, ,.,._, 1,to. 

Ms. Meda Chaniberlain 
NCMNLAC,,.., 

Mr. 'RatpD Cbrtc
Hon. Lois DeBeny 

,,_,,. ea,.,., .� J Sri9fB t..t;;sMtal'a. Chair 
Dr. 1andlC Jbtua. Harris 

,...,,.,, fltdNdot,111 P,,.sidMI. 
,_.,,.,,,c,,w,,:,on � endF"IMt:Stnlice 

Dr. :00,otby I, Hcipt 
Nt,tJo,r,leo.fdolNe(llfl � � 

Ms.Bevertyffomlon 
CMt-JC,-.. 

. Ms. Dora McDoaaW 
Dr . .hrlianne Mah-crux 

Mr. John Dmd9oft Miller 
�danlDl�S.� 

Ms.P=IMuiphy 
ffol,t. Ham 0•1.cary

.,_, .... ..., r,,eiw,;r 
Dr.JcwdIPrmftse 

,.,._�T--MM� 

Mr. Maqorie 1tJdwdma a. Rev. Pelcr lws 
� .s:.,_ •·•• f)vOt M&ti ........ CUII,...,
n,.c.»;.,ilfNfllr�. Mr rt, tPs 

Dr.Y\'OIIII05a'llgs 
..... i--.-.,r.vm· 

Mr. 1. Bradley $perks 
Bb11op�Sletnrt 

� �•Dft WanM,t• 01fW, NaloMIANldlnt 
Dr. C. Dtl.oru Tuc.k« 

AFCSWNtllttltflC,,., 
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Questions Frequently Asked of 
the Sojourner Truth Committee 

THE EFI CRT TO RAISE THE VICTORY MONUMENT HAS BEEN TN 
PROGRESS FOR SEVERAL YEARS. WHY ARE YOU SUDDENLY 
OPPOSING IT NOW? 

The effort to raise the Victory Monument originated in plans to celebrate the 
75 ih anniversary of the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendmem -- on August 
21.1995. African Americans are deeply committed to the vote as the central 
hynchpin of freedom and citizen's rights, and many prominent African 
American leaders and groups (including the NPCBW) supported the 
rededication of the Nineteenth Amendment Victory Monument for which we 
marched as well. But what is bemg proposed now reflects (a different agenda — 
a statue to reflect the women's movement. We do not believe now, nor did we 
believe then, that the Victory Monument encompasses the work that women of 
color did under great suffering for women's suffrage, and for equality for 
working women. The effort to raise the Victory Monument was mounted with 
the best of intentions, but we must work together to ensure that a statue for all 
women is placed in the Rotunda. 

THERE ARE EFFORTS TO ERECT A STATUE IN HONOR OF 
SOJOURNER T R U T H IN BATTLE CREEK, M I C H I G A N , AND IN 
NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS. W H Y AREN'T YOU WORKING 
W I T H THEM? 

In fact we arc. Bodi groups have endorsed our efforts. 

THE VICTORY M O N U M E N T WAS REMOVED SURREPTITIOUSLY FROM 
THE ROTUNDA AFTER ITS DEDICATION AND PLACED IN THE 
BASEMENT ~ W H Y SHOULDN'T IT SIMPLY BE RESTORED TO ITS 
RIGHTFUL PLACE AS M A N Y HAVE ARGUED? 

The claim that the Victory Monument has a privileged right to display in 
the Rotunda is false. First, the Victory Monument is not in the basement -
- it is on the first floor of the Capitol immediately underneath the Rotunda 
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in a beautiful room called the "Crypt" which, as one of the building's principal display 
areas, is a featured stop on the official U.S. Capitol tour. Second, the Victory Monument 
was given to Congress by the National Women's Party with a guarantee that it would be 
removed from the Rotunda immediately after the dedication ceremony on February 15, 
1921 (It was moved to the Crypt on February 17th). 

SOJOURIVER TRUTH WAS NOT A L L THAT IMPORTANT TO THE SUFFRAGE 
MOVEMENT. WHY SHOULD SHE BE ON A STATUE WITH ELIZABETH CADY 
STANTON, SUSAN B. ANTHONY AND LUCRETIA MOTT? 

Sojourner Truth is listed in every history of the suffrage movement even that edited by 
Eliiabcth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage in their History of 
Woman Suffrage (published in 1881). Truth never learned to read and write; unlike the 
more privileged suffragists, we do not have her own written words to study. There is 
dispute over her wording in the famous "Ain't I a Woman? speech she gave in Akron, 
Ohio in 1951 — but no one disputes that she gave it and doing so saved the meeting from 
disaster. In her time, few could read and write - it was her unparalleled speaking ability 
(she was bilingual in Dutch and English) that convinced many to support women's rights. 
Truth, like her fellow suffragists, started by working for abolition, and spumed all 
inherent right of privilege; more broadly than other prominent advocates of women's 
suffrage, she argued for working class women. Supporting herself as a domestic. Truth 
contributed a unique vision of equality, no doubt arising from her travels as an abused 
former slave whose own children remained in slavery after her own emancipation. 

THE STATUE MAY BE HISTORICALLY INACCURATE. BUT THAT WAS JUST THE 
WAY THINGS WERE DONE THEN. WHY CAN'T WE JUST LET PAST HISTORY 
SPEAK FOR 11 SELF AND USE A PLAQUE EXPLAINING THE ISSUE AS AN 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY? AFTER ALL, THERE SHOULD BE A STATUE OF 
A WOMAN IN THE CAPITOL ROTUNDA. 

We agree that there should be a statue for women in the Rotundau and it is true that the 
Victory Monumem reflects a racist era where segregation was institutionalized. But this 
only means that contributions of African Americans were not recorded - It does net 
mean that African Americans did not work for suffrage. Not only was Sojourner Truth a 
suffragist, so. too, were many African American women, including the Delta Kappa 
Theta sorority which marched in the 1913 suffrage parade during Woodrow Wilson's 
inauguration demanding suffrage for women. All women's groups marched in 
alphabetical order — but the Delta's were asked to march at the rear, behind the "Z's". 
They demanded their proper place, and as a result, marched with the " D V . To erect this 
status to represent all women's suffrage endorses racism and scperatism. The exclusion 
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of women of color is not history — it is an inaccurate portrayal of history. 

DESPITE ITS FLAWS. THE VICTORY MONUMENT WAS DEDICATED IN HONOR 
OF THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT, AND AS SUCH HAS A UNIQUE CLAIM TO BE 
THE WOMAN'S STATUE. 

While the Victory Monument has served as a rallying point for feminists, it is also the 
personal vision of one woman's view of feminism - Adelaide Johnson. Known as the 
"Sculptress of the Woman's Movement." Johnson, in the words of Edith Mayo, an art 
historian who has studied her work, had a lifelong ambition "to place such a monument in 
the Capitol'" and hur art "was a political statement of her feminism." The statue was not 
commissioned by the leaders of the women's movement; it was instead promoted by 

\ Johnson first with ihc National American Women's Suffrage Association, and then later 
with NAWSA's rival, the Woman's Party, after a bitter break with Susan B. Anthony 
who strongly opposed the placement of her statue in the Capitol. 

ISN'T THIS JUST ANOTHER ATTEMPT AT "POLITICAL CORRECTNESS" OR 
IDENTITY POLITICS - AN EFFORT TO ENSURE DIVERSITY IN AN HISTORICAL 
ART OBJECT? 

No, ic is not - it is .in effort to represent history accurately and do the nght thing. Over 
100 organizations have endorsed our position, including the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee (Susan B. Anthony was a Unitarian, and the Akron speech was given 
at a Universalist Church) and the American Society of Friends (Lucretia Mott and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton were Quakers) both endorsed our position, as well as contributors 
io the Suffrage Statue Campaign and descendants of Susan B. Anthony. It is our position 
that any statue representing the women's suffrage movement should include Sojourner 
Truth. 

THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE COMMITTEE HAS PROPOSED THAT A SEPARATE 
STATUE OF SOJOURNER TRUTH BE PLACED ALONGSIDE THE VICTORY 
MONUMENT IN THE ROTUNDA. WHY ISN'T THIS ACCEPTABLE? 

In 1954, the Supreme Court declared that separate is always, unequal is Brown v. Board 
of Education. This k the foundation of a more just society - dial our children leam from 
the very first that seyregation is wrong even if the quality of the materials is the same. 
Art is symbolic, the placing of a separate statue recreates the discredited, racist history of 
"separate but equal". Surely this is not the message we wish America's schoolchildren to 
see when they visit the nation's capitol. 
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2 0 R E A S O N S T O O P P O S E C E L E B R A T I O N O F 
T H E P O R T R A I T M O N U M E N T W I T H O U T T H E 
I N C L U S I O N O F S O J O U R N E R T R U T H 

1. The Portrait Monument exc ludes Sojourner Truth who is widely 
acc la imed by scholars and students of the women's movement a s 
a nineteenth century leader, suffragist, and fighter for equal 
rights for all . 

2. H. Con. Res . 216 (passed by the House on September 26th, 1997 
and the Senate on September 27th, 1997, with no hearing or 
reports or floor debate) misrepresents the suffrage movement 
by presenting Lucret ia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and S u s a n 
B. Anthony a s the only "pioneers" worthy of recognition "In the 
movement for women's suffrage and the pursuit of equal rights. 

3. Sojourner Truth w a s a national leader who traveled throughout 
tho United s ta tes on behalf of women's suffrage and equality. 

4. The goal of placing a statue in the Rotunda honoring women is a 
laudable one - but the Portrait Monument is controversial and will 
serve a s a divisive symbol. 

5. Susan B. Anthony herself objected to the display of the statuo In 
the Capitol (preferring instead the Library of Congress)— sparking 
a bitter break between the National American Women's Suffrage 
Associat ion and Adelaide Johnson, the sculptor of the Portrait 
Monument, who then took her work to the rival National Women's 
Party. 

6. The Portrait Monument has been defaced a s sacri legious— it w a s 
inscribed with a statement that many people of faith (including 
suffragists like Sojourner Truth who found inspiration In their 
faith) found offensive — and no display of the statue can be 
historically valid without reviving this controversy. 

7. The s i z e of the Portrait Monument has forced the removal of the 
statue of Roger Will iams, a noted defender of religious freedom 
from the Rotunda ( It is now located in an area of the Capitol 
not access ib le to the public). 
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8. The Portrait Monument is historically inaccurate In excluding 
Sojourner Truth because she worked with Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia Mott for suffrage— the 
purpose of placing works of art in the US Capitol Is to serve as an 
educational display for future generations. 

9. The Portrait Monument is a notoriously unattractive statue— 
often referred to as "Three Ladles In a Bathtub" that risks bringing 
ridicule on tho women's movement. 

10. The Portrait Monument Is a large 13 ton statue that will look out 
of place among the refined statues already on display in the 
Rotunda, and some fear that the weight of the statue will damage 
the Capitol Building if placed on the second floor In the Rotunda. 

11. To display a separate statue of Sojourner Truth is an affront to 
all Americans — including the early women suffragists who began 
in the abolition movement— who oppose the discredited 
separation of whites and blacks known as "separate but equal" in 
established law in the 1896 Plessy K, Forguson decision until 
overturned in the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision. 

12. The women's movement must make visible what has be^Pme 
Invisible today—the continuing exclusion and denial of the work 
of women of color to women's suffrage. In 1995, the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. was refused permission to march in the 75th 
Anniversary recreation Of the 1913 suffrage march on the grounds 
that the Deltas had not marched In 1913. In a humiliating effort to 
reclaim their rightful place, the Deltas had to obtain proof from the 
National Archives to be permitted to march in 1995. The dedication 
of tho Portrait Monument on February 16,1921 (Susan B. Anthony's 
birthday) was made by Jane Adams saying that * Hfe are solemnly 
gathered hone to place a significant milestone on the long road of 
self-government which has widened to include one enfranchised 
group after another* Now at last the women are coming Into their 
own. None have worked more eagerly than women and their 
victorious banner along Is free from the stain of blood9* . in 1997— 
as in 1995 and 1913 marches and In the 1921 statue dedication, the 
movement remains stained with racism— this must not be the 
legacy that we leave to our children. 
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13. No private funds should dictate the display of any art or other object 
In the US Capitol because this sets a dangerous precedent for 
private influence in the people's house. 

14. The Sojourner Truth Crusade has been endorsed by prominent 
academics and citizens including some descendants of Susan B. 
Anthony and contributors to those supporting the Portrait 
Monument. 

15. The more than 100 organizations who have endorsed the Sojourner 
Truth Crusade deserve a hearing before the Congressional Women's 
Suffrage Commission who will decide on a permanent statue. 

16. The National Women's Party in donating the statue to Congress, 
agreed to arrange for the removal of the Portrait Monument from 
the Rotunda immediately after the public dedication ceremony to 
tho crypt, where It has been on continuous display since 1921. 

17. The Portrait Monument is not In the basement; it Is displayed on 
the first floor of the Capitol In a prominent display area. 

18. To put the Portrait Monument on display in the Rotunda for one 
year is silly and a waste of public resources— the Congressional 
Women's Suffrage Commission should recommend a permanent 
statue honoring women in the Rotunda. Further, moving such a 
large statue Increases the risk that the Portrait Monument might 
suffer serious damage. 

19. Should the Portrait Monument be moved, It Should be placed In a 
display (in a women's art museum or a women's history museum 
such as proposed by the private Suffrage Statue C o m m i s s i o n 
headed by Karen Staser) where if s significance and history may be 
properly displayed In the context of the women's movement. 

20. The Suffrage Committee raising funds has already acknowledged 
that Sojourner Truth should be included— the major dispute is 
how this should be accomplished. 

June 3.1997 

C:\OmCE\Wr\VIN\WPDOCSM KU f HCRU.WPD 
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SOJOUPNER TRUTI-
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'Ain'l \ A Woman" speech in 

Li:t AM. J O I N IN 
Kri'i'oii'i'iMf; rm. 

.soJoi'nM'.u rmiiii 

L E T US ALL JOIN IN 
SUPPORTING T H E 

SOJOURNER T R U T H 
CRUSADE 

If Snjrmmrr Tnjih were ulive md iy. v-oold bt taising "holy hel l" over hclng 
sliglucd in t i ^ pkiiruig of a «u-taiic<;i "Sufrr.igc SMtue" in the Roiumla of (lie U. S. 
Cnpliol. 

In her Mmi l . Of. C I>elores T i ic tc f . pror idcni- founder, Noi ional Pol i i ica l 
Congrcsi; " f IIlack Women, lias iirou- cO .tnd mobilized more llinn IQO Ofganizulion.i, 
includiiis Mime wi i i ic i;ri>up5. In r i j ihi iul mcJignaUon over \\\t t f rmis of a Whi le 
fcminiM «njup ID move 11 inonuincHt »> women's suffrage from Uic erypi ami of ihu 
U. S. Capitnl. »>.licrc ii has lw«n fur 76 years, and place ii in (lie Rotunda wilhout Ihe 

full f«|>reNcni:i(ioii »t Snjirwrner Trmli. 
A l a pneked press conftficnce on C opilyl Hi l l lllis pus< week, an nngry Dr. Tucker • 

saiO, "Tlic lii5iorv nf Stijnurner Trui l i ' i comribulions lo ihe suffrage movemeri nre 
v«Tll-dQ<;uiiiciiiciJ. There wns no Miice mdrc eloquent than Iters. She wns leH out of 
Ittslory and hetrnyed then. And no* , on lite eve of Ihe 21st century, they sir. tryine 
to leave Iter nut nf hisinry nn<J bclrny her ayain. Dul I say to you this dny ond in ihe 
hollowi'i l hnlls Ccinjrnf ' tlvii ilii:: clmrotK llhnll not j lantl. There Is much tnlk 
(since wc rniscd ihc issue) iiboul doing n separate siatut: o f Sojourner Trulli. On (he 
Mirface. thai soumjs like ,1 nnhle gustiirc. Dill lo inc. i l is noilline but ll)e separate bol 
e(|Unl doctrine Ihnl inhered in Ihe ?l>ili rcnlury " 

Wc emphiitically :ti;rec with Ur Tuckur. the National Political Ct»06 r e ' i 5 o r Black 
Women and ihc . . I U I L ii):in loo i.iihcr o rgnu l la t ions wh ich have jo ined this 
campiliyn. Those faniiliar with liisltiry know thai Sojourner Truth dieenvrrad Ihe 
new wnmcn's niovcnicnl in 1850. M v Truth developed a relalionship with Luirt!| ia 
Mott. Sutiin n Aii i i „ iny nnd ulirnt.vih Cndy Stanttrn, who.se prnflles are prnjeclcJ 
O" lite iiKmunwnl. It was n\ the second Women's Rights Convention thot Ms. TnnU 
delivered her famous "Ain I I r\ Wrmi.in" speech in 1851. 

Wc call upon nur Crirmls in l l ir U S Congrcsg to undemnnd clearly Ihe principles 
involved in Hiis Snjotirncr Truth aus.-uk. and lhal is (hat American history hns to he 
;m:lu>ivc .md icprcscniaiive of Hie ContribuliOIIS of all ArrKricons. There should not 
he a <|iii'stion in the minds of nny n.iMriWeri of l l i r U.S. Conpreaa Ihnl Sojuurncr 
Truth is A legend mil) symbol of tmi. nf the most couragcottt wonwn f i g l xcn in 
Amerlinn hi^iPQ- Tur iht i:in.uicp(iniioii of bom Olack sla\-es and women of u|l colors 
ffoni second class ciiizcnslnp In ihi* light, josiiec wi l l not be denied! 

The AFRO-A in r r ia i i i N t w s p i i i H n and other members of NNPA. the Irude 
nssoci.ninn nf ihc Pllnck prc^1:. .ire pn^ml ID be .i pan of Mils cmsndc In the Spiril pnd 
Irrncv \\( S<MiiMrnrr Trmli 
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Suffrage statue 
in Rotunda still 
being opposed 
By Robin Leary 
Trbune Siafl 

Dcspue the VVctnaj's Suffrage 
Statue being moved tc the Capicul 
Romnda on Saturday, women's 
groups hav; vowed to aDnrinui; :iic:ii 
fight umil Sojourrer Truth is alio 
included u.i[h ihc thxec other ^hite 
sulfragists nanored by tile surut. 

"Since it ha been moved, we 
imsnd to make sure chat there will 
be no celebration of any statue sym-
boliiirg t^e suffrage raovernem 
'•viihoiit honoring its chief sdvecate 
and spokesoerson Sojourner Truth." 
said Dr. C. DeLores Tucker, 
nauonal irhatr of (hi Naaonil Poiiii-
cai Congress of Black women. 

Tuckers'; group, jion^ with 
about 150 other religiouj. politital, 
iivic. and civil rights groups hzvc 
voiced their opposition to the statue, 
which feitures Lucretia Mott. Susan 
8. Anthony aad Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton. 

State Rep. Cynthia McKinney. 
D-GA, who believes Confresj acwd 
too hastily last year in agreeing to 
raise the Suffragette Statue, incro-
duced legislation last month to have 
the raising of the statue posiponed 
but it was moved anyway. 

While the women behiitd the 
campaign have offered to help in 
seeing that a separate statue at" 
Sojourner Truth be placed in the 

(Continued on Page 3-A) 

Women's groups vow to 
continue fight for Truth 

(Continued from Page 1-A) 
Rotunda, after, the statu: of the three 
women is set;ied. thit offer falls 
short of what sorae Black women 
are asking :or. 

'"We wen t settle for separate but 
equal." said Tucker. " ind that's ail 
this offer tries to do. We don't want 
the thousands of Black youna chil­
dren going past that stacue to believe 
that oniy white women were rttpon-
sible for getting women the vote, net 
when ye know Sojourner Truth as 
well as hundreds of Black women 
were marcfiing and working in the 
mcvemenl oo." 

Tucker likens this incident to one 
she said occurred with the Deltas, 
the second largest sorority of 
Afncan-American woinen. in 1995. 

Many of t.ies* same women 
involved with this'statue project 
didn't want the Deltas to march in a 
parade rerramberiirg a 1913 suf­
frage march aad isked in em to 
march in the back of the parade 
becjuse they thought Black women 
iiadn't participate;! m th e f [ r s I 

tnatth." recalled Tucker. " It wasn't 
anti! the Deltas, the second larjesr 
;orority of Black *bnien in 'his 
country, went back to iheir archives 
md showed photos of Black women 
marching that these whale woraen 
sacked away from their position." 

Teta 3anks. execative director of 
•he MiiJadelphia Martin Luther King 
.Association for Non-Violence, has 
also said thai having that statue rep­
resent the suffraee raovement would 
perpefuaic a false hisiory. 

"Any statue reflecting ;he! 
worren's suffrage movement must! 
include Sojourner Truth or else it: 
would be petpeiuatin^ the oraissjon' 
of Alricxi-A.-ner-.cans in history —! 
as this has been i major •roncem in' 
hisioty throughout the century," sud' 
Banks. "These types of amissionj; 
have misinformeiJ not only Amert-: 
cans, but people throujhoot thej 
world about the vilue and cotitribu-l 
tions of .^frican-Amencans." 

As for what car. be Jone now that • 
the Woman's Suffrage Statue is in! 
the Rotunda. Tucker said that she1 

and others are working on plans lo : 

pieveat any celebration of the . 
statue. Tucker declined tc say • 
whether she and opponents would j 
protest at any planned celebration of 1 
the stame. 
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T ALKTNG POINTS ON RETURN OF "PORTRAIT 
MONUMENT" TO ROTUNDA ,\.ND NATIONAL 
OUTREACH OF STATUE CAMPAIGN A' <\\ 

The Nationa} Museum of Women "5 Hlsiary (NMWH) has requested the date of 
June 23 or June, 24. 1997for the rededication ceremony of thv "Portrait Monument" 
in the Capitol Rotunda. 

BACKGROUND 

The "Portrait Monumem" was dedicated in the Rotunda on Feb. 15, 1921 but within 24 
hours Congress moved it into a storage room in the Crypt and removed iii ?old-Eill 
inscription. After four foiled legislative nrtempts to return the flaanument to the Rotunda 
(1928. 1932, 1950 & 1995), Caagress unanimously passed legislation to do so in 
September, 1996. 

• The "Portrait Monument" honon; Lucretia Mott. Elizabeth Cadv Stanton, and Susan.B. 
AJBthonv for thsi* leadership in ihe ôman suQrage mnvpmenT - a 72 year struggle for 
the right to vote for the majority of citizqps in the United States* (More citizens were 
enfranchised through this bloodless revolution than ihrouzh the Revolutionary War oi the 
Civil Wax.) This j-tatue honors all women. As documented, the artist deliberately left an 
unfinisliwd portion to symbolist: aJi the women who fousht for women's right to v-ote and 
those in the fjtur^ who would cowinue ihc fight for jusvice and equality for all. 

For the past 76 years citizens have fought to return the statue of Mott, Stanton, nnd 
Anthony to its rightful place in the Rotunda where we honc-r the most significant 
leaders of our representative democracy. 

The last endeavor to return this statue was led by KMWH's National Woman Suffrage 
Smtufi Campaign. We gained the unanimous support of both Houses of Congress, 80 
organLiotion's, ju-.d thousands of individuals, and raised 575,000 for relocation costs. 

Among the_8Q organizations supporting the Campaign wer*: 

^A$sociatiQTi_of American University Women 
African-American. Women's Clergy Association 
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Black Women's Agenda 
Business and Professional Women, USA 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. (Aftican-Amcncan org.) 
Democratic National Committee 
National Associauon of Colored Women's Clubs 
National Association of Commissions for Women 
National Council of Negro Women 
National Federation of Republican Women 
National League of Women Votets 
National Museum of Women in the Arts 
National Women's History Project 
Republican National Committee 
Republican Network for Women 

Congressional Supporters include: 

Speaker Newt Gingrich, Sen. Trent Lott, Sen. Tom Daschle, Rep. Dick Gephardt, Sen. Barbara 
Boxer, Sen Di*ae Feiiunein, Sen. Sheila Frahm, Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, Sen. Nancy 
Kassebaum, Sen. Barbnin MiJculski, Sen. Patty Murray, Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun, Sen. 
Olympia Snowe, Sen. Ted Stevens, Sen. John W^mer, R«p. Jennifer Dunn, Rep. Sheila Jacksor 
Lee, Rep. Nita Lowey, Rep. Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Susan Molinari, R«p. Connie MorclliL Rep-
Eleanor Holmes Norton, Rep. Marge Roukema, and Rep. Maxine Waters. 

Under the direction of House Concurrent Resolution 216, all contracts with vendors to 
move the statue luvc been signed and are being implemented. 

There are ro eanejllation clauses in die contracts. The National Museum of Women's 
History (NMWH) is liable for the full amount of the conuacts arranged by Congress. 

The National Woman Suffrage St&tUe Csmpaign made ar. inclusive and diverse outreaeU 
to women's organizations across the nation to gain their support. The National Political 
Congress of Black Women (NPCBW) and their President, C. DeLores Tucker, were 
formeJly invited to join this endeavor on three occasions during the two year campaign. 
Although they had ample oppommlty to raise their concerns, they waited until one monii 
after the legislariou had passed and contracts had been signed to demand that the :Tortr;ut 
Monument" not be raised unless Sojourner Truth was sarved into it. 

» NMWH has surveyed our supporters snd found thai They want ConsrcjJ to prow.d 
with the rededication of the "Portrair Monument," incorporating recognition of 
Sojourner Truth.into the ceremony, and to support legislation for a statue of TrufM. 
None of ihe organiiatiomf have withdrawn their support for returelng the "Portrait 
Monument" to the Rotunda. tVPCBW is the only group who has raised any 
objection. 
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MMWH has men with Dr. Tucker twice in a good-faith attempt to address their concerns 
Rep. Eleanor Holmes Morton is now interceding on our behalf. 

As explained to Dr. Tucker, NMWH cannot absorb the financial damages it will incur 
should wc break our cojit*act5 and cancel the rededication ceremony. 

So fzi , NPCBW has rejected the following proposal: 

1. Support legislation to commission statue of Sojourner Truth or one with all four 
KuffVsgista and make the announcement of the Icgislarion at die historic rededication ceremony. 

2. Have a bust of Sojourner Truth present at Ceremony. 

3. Recreate one of Sojourner Truth's famous speeches or some other drmnatic event at 
the ceremony. 

4. Add a description of Sojourner Truth's contributions to the plaque accompanying 
"Portrnit Monument" in the Rotunda. 

5. Nationally publicize Truth's contributions along with Meet, Stanton, and Anthony 
prior to and at rededication ceremony, and in the printed program. 

6. Ask Dr. Tucker to speak at the ceremony. 

Recoguiaing the historical importance of Sojourner Truth, JVMWH will proceed as foliOTvs: 

» NMWH will profile Sojourner TruLh along with Mott Stanton, and Anthony in a national 
publicity campainn. (through Burson-MarsteHer) prior ro and during the rededication 
ceremony of rhc "Portrait Monumenv' and in rhe printed p r n ^ l <dJM. 

>*"MWH has commissioned a bust of Sojoumsr Truih io be on display during the 
rededication ceremony and, i f accepted, to be donated to Congress. 

NMWH support? legislation now b=ing drafted by the Congressional Women's Caucus to 
commission a scavue of Sojourner Truth and has invited Rep. Elennor Holmes Norton to 
make an armounc^incr.t at the rededicariou ceremony. 

X ^ W H has invited Dr. Dorothy Heigh-, President of ihe National Council of Nesro 
Womenjhc most prominent African-American women's organization, to speak at the 
rcdedicanon ceremony. 
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S P E C I A L 2VOTE: 

Mott. Stanton, and Anthony were pronaxient abolitionists. Mott and Stanton actUaUy tn-l 
in London in 1840 at the ^orld Anti-slavey- Convention. (New W d Stanton and her 
husband svere such staunch abolitionists that they incorporated their honeymoon into 
attending this convention.) 

Having panicipated fully in the American abolition movement, Mott and Stanton were 
smrmed to teun that they could not attend the 1840 World Anti-slavery Convention 
because they wer- women. They discussed the fact that they had barely more legal 
sanding that the slaves they were trying to free and Hint they should devote some of the. r 
energies To women's rights. 

The seeds of the 1848 Women's PJghts Convention in Seneca Falls.. N Y wast planted 
thai day. Mott and Stanton organized the convention and Stanton authored and delivered 
the fhoious Declaration of Sentiments. Anthony joined them two yean later. All three 
devoted the rest of their lives to leading the woman suffrage movement. 

• Sojourner Truth was a prominent abolitionist, suffragist, and preacher. After the Civil 
War she worked for freedmen'S rslief m Washington, D . C , and for their resettlement in 
Michigan and New York. She foyght tg^m^ discriminadon in public transporcatioD, 
developed and lobbied for a plan to resettle freedmcn in the West at government experts 
and supported the Kansas exodus, a spontaneous movement of thousands of freedmen 
from the South. 

Sojourner Truth made her famous "Ain't I a Woman" speech at the 1851 Akron, Ohio 
Women's Rights Convention. Nell Irwin Paints, AJncan-Amsrican historian and 
biographer of Sojourner Truth, makes the following comments about the event in her 
recent book, Sajoume.r Truxh: A Life, a Symbol, on page 129. 

"Conirary to legend. Truth had not braved a hostile white crowd, for the crowd was 
friendly. She had not stopped a malicious male attack on women, for the men supported 
women's rights. Nor had she saved a mass of cowering white women, for the women 
spoke with confidence. But Truth did sec her presence in the meeting as a rousing 
success. Writing to her fiiend Amy Post, she said she had met "plenty of kind friends just 
like you & they gave me so many kind invitations I hardly knew which to accept flrst." 

Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton and odier tuatoiituis Teel that honoring Sojourner Truth only 
as a suffragist diminishes the breadth of her contributions to Amwriea. 

The mission of the National Museum ef Women's History is to restore the rich and diverse 
heritage of Nv̂ jnen to mainstream culmre. We look forwanJ to continuing our work to herald 
Sojourner Truth and other impornnc African-American suffragists, as well as the profound 
multi-cultural Eontribu(ion!> nf women throughout tSe world. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

June 16, 1997 

'C^WL. •— 
Attached please find 1) pertinent information on 

the possible formation of a Presidential Joint Task Force 
on the National Museum of Women's History 
(NMWH); and 2) information on the ongoing political 
debate regarding support for the suffrage statue rededication 
on June 26. 

The opposition is spearheaded by C. Dolores Tucker 
and they are planning a protest outside the event. I would 
hope that we could get both sides to the table here at the 
White House late this week to discuss their concerns, and 
hopefully facilitate a compromise to diffuse this situation. 
This issue is certainly divided down racial lines, and we have 
an incredible opportunity to intervene and mediate a solution. 

"7 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP 

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP, Cheryl M. Carter/WHO/EOP, Minyon 
Moore/WHO/EOP, Janet Murguia/WHO/EOP 

Subject: Re: POTUS/FLOTUS message request for Suffrage Event :f\ 

Maria - speaking of the politics --1 just got a call from Gayle 
Ravnitzky in Rep. Carol Maloney's office stressing the need for this 
message of support from the President. They are hoping that the 
reason none of the principals can attend the rededication ceremony is 
simply scheduling conflicts and NOT because of CD Tucker or any 
loss of support for the importance of the event or the NMWH by the 
President. Gayle reminded me that when Rep. Maloney participated 
in the Congressional Women's Caucus meeting with the POTUS and 
VPOTUS a few months ago that she brought up the idea of the 
President forming a joint task force on the National Museum of 
Women's History -- and he said it was a GREAT idea. Now, they're 
wanting to know: 1) if in fact the President is still supporting this 
idea, 
2) how far along are we in the process of getting it formed, and 3) if 
there could be a mention of this in his letter to be ready at the 
rededication. Gayle was also wondering why the White House (the 
President) has NOT even responded to the letter to the President 
signed by 46 members of Congress urging the formation of this task 
force. 

I think Congresswoman Maloney may need to get a call from you or 
another senior person regarding the following: 
1) The continued support of the Administration for the formation of 
a Presidential Joint Task Force on the NMWH and the Suffrage 
Statue (and why we will have no senior Adminstration representation 
at the rededication event); 
2) Where we are on the task force process (it's in General Counsel's 
hands under review right now - with Rob Weiner -- as of Monday); 
3) The prospect of a Presidential message to be read aloud at the 
Rededication ceremony 6/26 and the possiblity its mentioning the 
possible formation of the task force; and 
4) The propspect of a written response from the President to the 
letter of wide support from the 46 House Represenatives for the 
formation of a Presidential Task Force on the NMWH. 

Please advise. 
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NEED FOR PRESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE ON 
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY (NMWH) 

The National Museum of Women's History will be a "bricks and mortar" legacy for 
people to point to twenty years from now and say, "This is what President Clinton did for 
women." 

The founding of NMWH will span the next eight years, providing opportunities not only 
for the President but the Vice President to demonstrate committment and support to their 
female constituency. 

NMWH is a non-profit, grass roots institution dedicated to preserving and celebrating the 
rich and diverse heritage of all women. Major women's groups involved and supportin g 
NMWH range from the Democratic Women's Leadership Forum and the National 
Federation of Republican Women to the League of Women Voters and the National 
Council of Negroe Women. A Presidential Task Force or Committee is needed as a 
vehicle to obtain a federal site in Washington, D.C, and to attract prominent citizens 
capable of the fundraising necessary to be privately funded thereafter. 

The outhori2dng legislation to create the task force/commission is the Federal Advisory 
Commission Act (Table 1, Public Laws and Legislative History, Final Volume). See the 
attached copy of Public Law 96-388 establishing the United States Holocaust Memorinl 
Council. 

NMWH recommends a 25-member task force comprised primarily of private citizens and 
including representatives from the Administration and Congress. Due to budget 
constraints that did not exist at the formation of the Holocaust Council, NMWH 
recommends members serve on a voluntary basis. The Department of the Interior, 
Department of Commerce, or GSA could take administative responsibility for the task 
force. 

A national institution specifically dedicated to the heritage of women does not exist. 
Although the Smithsonian Institution sponsors some related programs, it has only two 
permanent exhibits on women's history. Budget cuts are making it more difficult to 
manage existing programs at the Smithsonian. Adding an endeavor of this magnitude s 
infeasiblc. 

A national museum of women's history will create an institution giving Americans and 
foreign visitors the opportunity to learn of the unique cultural legacy, historic grandeur, 
and contemporary contributions of women worldwide from the dawn of civilization. 

Women have made profound contributions to civilization but, as well documented, they 
are glossed over or left out of mainstream texts, museums, and public memorials. 

Culture is shaped by what we value, which we express in the ways listed above. 
Unfortunately, less than two percent of the contents of modem history books explore 
women's history, less than five percent of the nation's 2.200 National Historical 
Landmarks are dedicated women, and there are only 40 public outdoor statues of women. 

1 



At present, hisiory reflects and values mainly male experiences and contributions. 

Tliis exclusion and devaluation of what philosophers call "the feminine" has severely torn 
the fabric of our culture. It is manifested in symptoms of widespread violence and 
poverty - a general dis-ease of culture. However, the brunt of this disease is suffered hy 
women and girls throughout the world. 

The pressure to solve these problems is coming from every segment of society. Although 
females bear more of the negative consequences of our dysfunctional culture, males are 
also harmed. Leaders and scholars everywhere are looking for ways to solve this crisis 
ranging from women's shelters, to legislation on "stalking," to the Presidential event with 
General Colin Powell on "volunteerism." 

Social scientists and politicians, including President Clinton, have joined forces to 
discover and implement ways to return to a "civil society." They realize that addressir g 
problems such as welfare, domestic violence, and crime with immediate action 
(programs, policies) is important but will not cure their underlying causes. To move 
society toward a better, more equitable and just future, on a lasting basis, our culture m ast 
be transformed. 

NMWH will transform culture by restoring the knowledge and respect of women, their 
contributions and "the feminine." Not only will it change the way men and boys view 
women and girls, but the way women and girls see themselves. 

Women must begin to see themselves as actors in the past, to gain strength and 
inspiration for the. struggles in the present. Visibility in the past equals empowerment in 
the present. 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP 

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP 
Subject: Suffrage Statue Rededication Scheduling Request 

Marj mentioned you may have some questions on the scheduling 
request - so maybe I can be of help in addressing them. One 
question you might have is why did we include the possible 
announcement of the Presidential Joint Task Force on the National 
Museum of Women's History (NMWH). Minyon and I included that 
piece for this reason: Joan Wages of the NMWH talked with the 
President at a WLF event on May 19th about it - she asked him to 
create the Task Force on the National Museum of Women's History, 
saying that it would be a wonderful legacy for him to leave for the 
women of this country- He said, "Well, let's get to work on it!" He 
imediately called Craig Smith over to talk w/Joan about the task 
force. Joan faxed everything related to it to Craig the next day. 
Minyon called me the next day to tell me that Craig had indeed asked 
her about it - she told Craig that she was already working with Joan 
and me on the whole thing. Therefore, we included that piece in 
case it is possible to make the announcement on the 26th at the 
ceremony. I have a call in to Dawn Chirwa (counsel's office) for 
counsel and procedure on the possible formation of a task force. 

FYI--Joan has gone direct to Lucia in the VP's office to ask her to 
pursue the VP for this event. I've got a call into Lucia to check 
status. 

ALSO, on the C. Dolores front - Minyon told me that C. was 
planning a meeting about the statue. Doesn't look good right now 
for C. to participate in the event, but Minyon is going to talk with her 
again soon. Minyon will keep me informed, and I you. 

Hope this helpsl 
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Cash, Smith & Wages 
Drganizatlona! Dovolopment & GovQmmont Afioirs 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Dftte: 

Subject: 

^ _ P«gM to Follow 

Sondra Seba 

Joan Wages 

May 21, 1997 

Request to Vice President Oorc - Re: June 26 

Attached is the letter that wc have sent to Vice President Gore. I asked 
Lucia Gilliland in the Vice President's office to get the request to his 
scheduler and that your request will follow. I 'll be happy to help you 
work on the request. 

I spokv with ihe President on Monday evening at a WLF event I asked 
him to creat e, the Task Force on the National Museum of Women's 
History (NMWH) and told him that it would be a wonderful legacy for 
him to leave to the women of this country. He said, "Well, let's get to 
work on it ." Needless to say, I was pleased. He called Craig Smith over 
and the next day I faxed Craig all the information on the Museum. 

l^t me know what 1 can do to help oh the scheduling request for the 
Vice President. 

Thank you immensely for your help! 

c 

913 E. Taylor Run Pkwy. Suite 303 
Alexanriria. VA ??3n? 

(703) 548-3070 
(703) 5W-CM7.C> fax 

I 2S Porto Marino. Suite 777 
TlDuron, CA 94920 

(4151 435-4402 
(4I5| 435-2486 fex 
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NATIONAL M U S E U M O F WOMKN'S H I S T O R Y 

May 21, 1991 

"I he Honorable. Albert Gore 
Vice President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

f rwm I 
•A.: • • • .'••:•••».•:•' 

!|*500 )o IWO b.c.« 

Dear Vice President Gore: 

After a 76-year struggle by women. Congress has unanimously agreed to 
restore the statue of suffragists Susan B Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and 
I ucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda. Although these courageous and visionary 
leaders enfranchised 52% of our population, their images and story have been 
relegated to the Capitol crypt since 1921 Finally, due to the work of the Woman 
SuflVage Statue Campaign, which succeeded in raising both public awareness and the 
congressionally required money for relocation costs, this important historic symbol 
will he rededicated in the Rotunda on June 26, 1997 at 10.30a m The Woman 
Suftiagc Statue Campaign, the 6rst project of the National Museum of Women's 
History (NMWH), is honored to invite you to participate in this historic Rededication 
Ceremony. Under separate cover, we are also asking Speaker Gingrich and Mrs. 
Clinton to participate Others invited to take part include Senator John Warner, 
Representative Connie Morella, Representative Carolyn Maloney, Representative 
Eleanor Holmes Norton and Dr Dorothy Height 

Because of the historical significance of Mott, Stanton, and Anthony and the 
fact that for the first time in Our nation's history our foremothers and forefathers will 
stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremony would be the perfect occasion 
for you to announce the formation of a Presidential Task Force on the National 
Museum of Women's History and the launch of our cyberspace museum NMWH 
was inuji poi ated last year as a nonprofit organization and hopes to partner with the 
government in establishing the physical she of the Museum The federal government 
would lumish the site while yearly operating costs would be privately funded - similar 
to the structure of the National Building Museum and the US Holocaust Museum. 
(Details in linclosure 1.) 

Throughout our campaign to return the Suffragist Statue to the Capitol 
Rotunda wc have received strong support from women and men across the nation 
NMWH also has the full and enthusiastic support of Betsy Myers, former Director of 
the White House Office on Women's Initiatives and Outreach The House of 
Representatives and Senate have made formal requests to the President to form a 
Presidential Task Force and the Senate is in the process of doing the same. 

303 Weet QlendaJe Avenue - Alexandria. VA 22301 
Tel. (703) 200-OBSa - Fax. (703) 299-0557 

staserW U.net com .coin 
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Supporting the National Museum of Women's Hiatory would make clear your and the 
Administration's intention to honor women's past contributions, and to support and encourage 
their continuing contributions to our nation. NMWH was created in response to American 
women's deeply compelling desire, in the face of major social and political change, to give voice 
to their unique perspective on history and in creating a better future (Enclosure 2.) 

We have attached further information and supporting documents We welcome the 
opportunity to discuss NMWH with you and your stiff and are available to answer any questions 

Wc hope you will agree to participate in the historic Rededication Ceremony of the 
Suffragist Statue in the Capitol Rotunda and to announce a Presidential Task Force on NMWH 
and the cyberspace museum At a minimum, we hope that you will honor us with your 
participation at the ceremony and the announoement of die NMWH cyberspace museum, and that 
we can continue to discuss the Task Force. It could be announced in a future ceremony. 

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do in suppott of women and children, 
and for your vision of a belter world. 

Most Respectfully, 

Karen K Staser 
President, NMWH 

cc: Craig Smith 
Maria Hchevestc 
Minyon Moore 
Sondra Seha 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY 

May 9. 1997 

i 

Mrs Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D C. 20500 

Dear Mrs.Clinton: 

After a 76-year struggle by women, Congress has unanimously agreed to 
restore the statue of suffragists Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and 
Lucretia Mou to the Capitol Rotunda. Although these courageous and visionary 
leaders enfranchi5<5d 52% of our population, thoir images and story have been 
relegated to the Capitol crypt since 1921. Finally, due to the work of the Woman 
Suffrage Statue Campaign, a project of the newly formed National Museum of 
Women's History (NMWH) in raising both public awareness and the congressionally 
required money for relocation costs, this important historic symbol will be 
rededicated in the Rotunda on June 26, 1997 at 10:30a.m. NMWH is honored to 
invite you to participate in this historic Rededication Ceremony. Under separate 
cover, we are also asking the President and Speaker Gingrich to participate. Others 
invited to take part include Senator John Warner, Rep. Connie Morella, Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton and Dt. Dorothy Height. 

Because of the historical significance of Mott, Stanton, and Anthony and the 
fact that for the first time in our nation's history our foremothers and forefathers will 
stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremony would be the perfect 
occasion for the President to announce the formation of a Presidential Task Force on 
the National Museum of Women's History. NMWH was incorporated last year as a 
nonprofit organization and hopes to partner with the government in establishing the 
physical site of the Museum. The federal government would furnish the site while 
yearly operating costs would be privately funded - similar to the structure of the 
National Building Museum and the US Holocaust Museum. (Details in Enclosure 1.) 
We have forwarded our proposal to the President and hope to have your support as 
well. 

Throughout our campaign to return the Suffragist Statue to the Capitol 
Rotunda we have received strong support from women and men across the nation. 
NMWH also has the full and enthusiastic support of Betsy Myers, Director of the 
White House Office on Women's Initiatives and Outreach. In fact, she calls this 
project a "gift to the President." The House of Representatives has made a formal 
request to the President to form a Presidential Task Force and the Senate is in the 
process of doing the same. 

Sf'tfS 

303 West Glendale Avenue ~ Alexandria. VA 22301 
Tel. (703) 299-0552 - Fax. (7031 299-0557 

at oo«r@lx . n «i t c o m . o o m 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY 

March 7, 199 / 

•V' 

Mrs. Tipper Gore 
Office of the Vice President 
Old Executive Office Building. Room 200 
Washington. D.C, 20501 

Dear Mrs. Gore: 

Debbie Johnson told me she spoke to you at the Lifetime Television's 
Awards Dinner about the formation of the National Museum of Women's History 
(NMWH) and that you requested funher information. We would appjreciatc an 
opportunity to meet with vou at vour earliest convenience to digcuas the Museum, 

Debbie mentioned that you emphasized the importance of recognizing 
women's many contributions to civilization in your remarks at the Awards Dinner. 
Tliis is precisely the mission of NMWH. . . to preserve and celebrate the rich and 
diverse heritage of all women and to restore this heritage to mainstream culture. To 
that end. NMWH was incorporated as a 501(c)3 last year. We immediately launched 
our first project, the Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign, and began working with 
Congress to explore the donation of a federal site in Washington, D.C. to house the 
Museum. 

The President will receive a letter from the U.S. House of Representatives 
requesting a joint task force on NMWH. The U.S. Senate has iuitiated a similar 
letter. (A task force proposal is enclosed.) Wc request your support in the fnrypation 
of this joint ta.sk force pn the National Museum of Women's History. 

We have written you previously concerning the NMWH Woman Suffrage 
Statue Campaign. We engaged in a successfull twb year campaign which completed 
a 76-Year effort to restore a monument to the "mothers of suffrage" - Lucretia Mott, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony - to the Capitol Rotunda. We 
garnered the support of 96 organizations and thousands of individuals, raising both 
public awareness and $75,000 for relocation costs. Enclosed is a February 23 op-ed 
by George Will concerning the Statue, which demonstrates the blindsightedness 
many still have toward honoring our nation's female heroes. Our response is also 
enclosed. 

A formal rededication ceremony of the Suffragist Statue in the Capitol 
Rotunda will be held on Thursday. June 26. 1997 at 10:30 a.m. We would be 
honored for you to participate in this historic event. For the fixst time in our nations 
history the foremothers who led the battle to enfranchise the majority of American 

303 West GtendHle Avenue ~ Alexandria. VA 22301 
Tel. (703) 299-OBB2 - Fax. (703) 299-0BS7 

8taser@lx.netcoin.coin 
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Page 2 of 2 

citizens will stand beside our forefothers. Mrs. Clinton, the Vice President, and the 
President will be invited to participate as well. As mentioned in the enclosed 
proposal, the Rotunda Ceremony might be a perfect opportunity to announce an 
Executive Order forming a joint task force on NMWH. 

Mrs. Gore, thank you for your interest in NMWH and for the many things 
you have done, and continue to do, to support women and children. We look 
forward to speaking with you about the exciting plans underway at NMWH and your 
potential involvement. 

Respeetftilly, 

Karen Staser 
President, NMWH 
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NATIONAL M U S E U M OF WOMEN'S HISTORY 

PROPOSED FO 
TASK FORCE 

OF WO 

OF PRLSIDENTIAL 
JATIONAL MUSEUM 

ISTORY (NMWH) 

l lic upcoming rededication of the monument to Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth 
Cadv Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony in the Capitol Kotnnda on June 26, 
1997 at 10:30a.m., would be the perfect opportumlv for the President to 
announce a Presidential Task Force on NIVTWH - a Washington, DC, 
nonpartisan, educational institution whose mission is to preserve and 
exlcbrute the rich and diverse heritage of women and restore this heritage to 
mainstream culture. 

The lask force would consist of 25 members - largely private and corporate 
sponsors and NMWH Board members with a representative from the 
Administration, Senate, and House of Representatives (Suggested 
nominations are in progress and include notable citizens such as former First 
Ladies and other leaders in various fields.) Its mission would be to identify a 
federal site in Washington, DC, jain legislative authorization of the site, help 
NMWH identify jidialfi funds for construction and renovation costs, help 
develop plans toprlvfttply fund yearly operating costs and make nominations 
to NMNVH standing committees 

I his initiative would reinforce the President's commitment to education, 
technology, the empowerment of women and children, and the 
revitalization of Washblgtan, DC. The museum would be a powerful, 
positive legacy of the CMtpn Admlnlatration. 

NMWH has hired the international public iclations firm of Burson-Marsteller 
to conduct a full-scale national puoUcity campaign for this historic 
occasion. 650 seated guests will be in attendance Wc arc inviting the 
President, Speaker Gingrich, and the First Lady to participate in the 
ceremony under separate cover 

I hc U.S. House of Representatives sent a formal request to the President 
to form a Presidential tfl»1t force on the National Museum of Women's 
History (attached.) It was co-apoMorcd by U.S. Representatives Carolyn 
Maloney fD- NY), Nita Lowey (Dj-NY), Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC). 
Connie Morella (R-MD), Mjarjge ROukema (R-NJ), and Nancy Johnson 
(R-CT.) A similar request ha&bcCn initiated bv the Senate, led bv 
Senators Olympia Snotye, Bartora Boxer, Susan Collins, Diane 
Feinstein, Kjay Bailey Hutchison, Carol Moseley-Braun, and Patty 
Murray. 

Ren. Carolyn Maloney tpOke in peraon to the President about NMWH 
nnd reported that he was "very enthusiastic and supportive." 

The announcement of the joint task force could be made at the Rededication 
Ceremony in June or on any occasion deemed appropr iate by the White 
House. 

NMWH has a proven track record and hroad-hased national support. 
NMW1! recently adopteoL and succeeded in accoinplishing, a 76-Year effort 
to restore the "Portrait Monument" to the Capitol Rotunda The Museum 
Raised $75,000 for relocation costs through a grassroots campaign, and 
uaincd the unanimous support of both Houses of Congress, over 80 
women's organizations, and rhajor corporations. 

President Carter created a similar council through Evecutive Order to 
establish the U.S. Holocaust Memorial and Museum 

303 we»t CttoiMiale Avenue ~ Alexandria, VA 2 2 3 0 C N C 
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NATIONAL M U S E U M OF W O M K N ' S HISTORY 

The National Muacutn of Women't. History. Inc. fNMWH) 

K ;i Washington D C. based, nonpartisan, nonprofit cdut;i(ion;il institution dedicated to 
preserving and celebrating the rich hentage of all women, ami rt^inniig this heritage to 
niainsncam cultuie. Why Is It needed? 

$2% of our population is female There is a deeply felt need among girls and women to 
learn of their own unique heritage and to see themselves reflected with respect in our 
culture. 

bxcept in,isolated women's studies programs, women's profound social, economic, 
intellectual, spiritual, and scientific contributions arc under cmphnsized. 'flic National 
Museum of Women in the Arts is dedicated solely to women's achievements in the arts. 
I he National Museum of American History is dedicated to the historical development of 
niankiml. Both these institutions recognize the unit|iic agenda to which NMWII is 
dedicated and are providing active though nol finaneiiil suppon to the project. 

The historic contributions of women to civilization arc rmssiny or misunderstood. 

Knowledge of one's heritage is critical in developing a personal sense of competence 
and potential. 

• I ack of understanding and appreciation for women's contributions leads to a lack of 
understanding, value and respect, and may invite vmlenre or discrimination against 
females. 

• NMWH will address these needs by: 

I profiling the specific uchivvemcnts individual women have made in every area of 
liiiman endeavor aniJ 

• 

• 

P 

0 
jm 

i • :.l 

ii ii 

2 hxploring and celebrating the (.oniributiorts women have made to community and 
civilization in their many roles as mother, wife, sister, healer, teacher, and leader. 

I lie first project of the NMWH. the Woman Suffirage Statue t ampaign. demonsirates our 
};i ass l oots suppon This national fund raising campaign was initiated with the help of Senator 
John Wamcr to raise $75,000 to restore the Suffragist Statue of Susan B. Anthony, Elizahcth 
Cady Siantou, and Lucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda With modest publicity, there has been 
a spontaneous national outpouring of support The Campaign has raised almost $50,000, more 
dian half coming from small individual donations. We have also received thousands of letters 
timl ciills. Intcrcsiingly, wc have attracted die support of the male population as well. National 
woincirs groups such as die National Fcdf>r«tioft Republican Women, the ftMiUlial 
League of Women Voterg. Bugiqwq g^d ynyfygffjffffal Women. U.S.A.. and others are 
lu-lpim' as are the Df mocratic National Coamnittec and the Republican National 
Committee. Our corporate sponsors to date are listed on the let! The Campaign is growing 
fasi and continues to attract the attention of the national press 

?,̂ 0P.-l>Vt:.e,; . 
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN S HISTORY 

. f l ic migsion of tho Natintifll Muaeutn of Woman a Hiatoiv is to pcrmnnontlv reatore ttie 
K i l t o r y o f W o m e n t o n i a i i i B t r o a m o u l i ^ ™ . 

The foil owin^ arc just a few examplee of facte we should know: 

• Ajnong (lie (irat woild-teuowneJ »oi«ntiit» won Hypatia of Alexandrin, l>c>rn in 

A.1.1. 370. She invented the plane aatrolalut tkat o£>ulJ.accurately poke proMcma 

in HphcriRnl Aiii.ronomy And Wrote A tkirtaen^volump definitive text on Algel-rfl 

entitled Arithmeticfl-

» In l l i r 1 l l l i Conlury, A . D . , Trotula of Sal orno, VHB a pioneer in tlio fiald of 
proven live lu-alth. I'lonlort copiod lior loxta, pr^ j t igf t RfflW 8 " " ^ DeCnmnositione Mftdioam Hntnnim. t y 

nan d for 400 years and then printed them for another 300 
y c a r u a f t e r t h a t . 

• Aphra Behn, t o r n in 1640, dominated the litersry worU of Reiteration England. 

During her life, elie eajoyed the fame type of putlic acclaim that SliokeHpenie had achieved a generation 

sh thirtoen novpU tk i r ly yenri Ufo re Daniel 

Opfcip V/TCAC ynhinann Pn^nq (generally orsdlted as tho first novel). Helm wrote ahout 

the horror of slavery and understood and puhluhed the same basic women s IBSUKS WC 

arc f l l l l struggling with today. 

• Cntlierine l.ittlofield (_ire«ne, of Georgia, aharnd the idoa for ft Cotton (.lin villi E\\ 

Whitney. She a W financed the patent and fabrication. He merely perd-tli-d i t . 

a Ida Wollo Rarnott, born In 1862, waj an influential African-American jcmnuli »t and 

^olilic:»l activist. She .exposed lynohing aa an inUjfral part of racial oppression. She 

analyicd how the fear of physical Violence wa» used to maintain political and economic control. 

Th c a t o m ic- bomb wa» mada possible by a pacifist Jewish woman. Dr I.ion 

Mritne.r WAB the first to split the atom and coined the discovery "nuclenr iinsion" •• 

and loft the fiold of atomic phyaice as soon aa the city of Hiroshima was hnmbed. 

• Adn I.ovelaac dosignod the prototype computer in I f l f l G . 1 p , ^ 3 i 

• Admiral Clrarn Miirrny Hopper had created the basis of computer software hy 1957. 

• ClaJys Hobby produced the first usable peuioillin in the early 194-OV 

Thefie examples hai'ely skim the surface of all there is to examine and memorialize about 

thu rolo ol wornoti in ovory field. A tetter world await* the generation that ah sorbs what women 

and men have to share about life from a joint pcrepeotivo. 

303 OLuJaL A w n u . • AU—wl^- . VA W 0 1 
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PUBLIC LAW 96-388 (H.K. 80811: October T, 1980 

Fur l.cyisfoli'i'c History of this dnrf utltcr I nivs, sec Table 1, Public 
/.njiM oili^ Legislative Hislnrw nl cud of final volume 

A.r Att to e;tnDllsh the United states Holoeaun Vtmorlsl Council. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represmtatiues of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there ia hereby 
establiahod the United Rtntps Holocaust Memorial Council (herein­
after in this Act referred to as the "Council"). The Council s h a l l ­

ot) provide for appropriate ways for the Nation to commemo­
rate the Days of Remembrance, as an annual, national, civic 
commemoration of the holocaust, and shall encourage tmd spon­
sor appropriate obsftrvanees of such Days of Remembrance 
throughout the United States; 

(2) plan, construct, and oversee the operation of, a permanent 
living memorial museum to the victims of the holocaust, in 
cooperation with the Secretary of the Interior and other Federal 
agencies aa provided in section 5; nnd 

(3) develop a plan for carrying out the recommendations of the 
President's Coimnission on the Holocaust in ita report to the 
President of September 27,1979, to the extent such recommenda­
tions are not otherwise provided for in this Act. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Council shall conflict of sixty votingr members 
appointed (except as otherwise provided in this section) by the 
President and the following ex officio nonvoting members: 

(1) one appointed hy the Secretary of the Interior; 
(2) one appointed by the Secretary of State, and 
t3) one appointed by t i i c Secretory of Education 

Of the sixty voting members, five shall be appointed by the Speaker of 
the United States House of Kepresentatives from among members of 
the United States HOUEO of ReprfApntatives and five shall be 
appointed by the President pro tempore of tho United States Senate 
upon the recommendatiun of the rnojority and minority leaders from 
among members of the United States Senate. Any vacancy in the 
Council shall be filled in the same manner as the original appoint-
meat was made. 

(b) The members of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, 
as in effect immediately before the dnie of the enactment of thie Act. 
aro hereby designated as the initial members of the Council. Such 
initial members (other than the initial members appointed from the 
United States Senate or tho UniUd State* House of Representatives) 
shall serve terms as follows: 

(1) All initial members shall serve until January 15, 1986 
(2) On January IS, 1986. the terms of ten of such initial 

members, as designated in the bylaws of the Council, shall 
terminate. 

(3) On January 15 of each year thereafter through 1990 the 
, terms often other initial membere, as designated in the bylaws of 

tho Council, chall terminate. 
The terms of the initial members appointed from the United States 
Senate or the United SUitea House of Representatives shall expire 

94 STAT. 1547 

U.S. Holocn ist 
Memorial 
Council. 
Establiehnv nt. 
36 USC 1401. 
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t i n n . 

Memori*! 
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the HOIOCHJSI. 
CPO Stock No. 
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07-0. 
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Initial rmmbeis 

Terms. 
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Conetruct ion, 
restriction. 

LAWS OP 96th CONG.—2nd SESS. 

fiscal year 1982, and $850,000 for the fiscal year 1988: Provided, 
fiowever. That notwithgtanding any other provfeion of this Act, none 
of the funds authorized herein may be available for constructton. 
Authority to enter into contract* and U> make payments under this 
Act. using funds authorized to be appropriated under this Bection. 
shall be effective only to the extent, and in such amounts, as provided 
in advance in appropriation Acta. 

Approved October 7, 1980. 



Schedule Proposal May 28, 1997 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

BACKGROUND: 

Kim Tilley 
Patti Solis Doyle 
Peg Cusack 

Maria Echaveste 
Minyon Moore 

For the Vice President, First Lady or Mrs. Gore to attend the 
rededication ceremony of the "Portrait Monument" (Woman 
Suffrage Statue) in the Capital Rotunda, and announce the 
formation of the Presidential Joint Task Force on the National 
Museum of Women's History (NMWH). This event is sponsored 
by the National Museum of Women's History. 

•To announce the formation of the Presidential Joint Task Force on 
NMWH, a Washington, DC, nonpartisan, educational institution 
whose mission is to restore the rich and diverse heritage of women 
to mainstream culture; and 

•To reinforce the President's commitment to preserve and 
reintroduce the heritage of all women in our nations mainstream 
culture, the empowerment of women and children, and the 
revitalization of Washington D C. 

Approx. 200 participants including: 
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott 
President of the NMWH Karen Staser 
Other members of Congress 
Women leaders, local and national 

The Woman Suffrage Statue was dedicated in the Capitol Rotunda 
in 1921. Within 24 hours of the dedication the statue was moved to 
the crypt and has remained there for 75 years. Since then three 
attempts have been made to raise the statue and as of March 
Congress unanimously agreed to restore the statue of suffragists 
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott to 
the Capitol Rotunda. The statue made it to its final resting place in 
the Rotunda on Saturday, May 10, 1997. 



PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

LOCATION: 

FIRST LADY 
REQUESTED: 

MRS. GORE 
REQUESTED: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

CONTACT: 

ORIGON OF THIS 
PROPOSAL: 

The Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign is a project of the National 
Museum of Women's History (NMWH), a Washington DC based, 
nonpartisan, nonprofit educational institution dedicated to 
preserving and celebrating the rich heritage of all women, and 
restoring this heritage to mainstream culture. The rededication 
ceremony of the Woman Suffrage Statue would be a perfect 
opportunity for the announcement of the Presidential Joint Task 
Force. 

The Presidential Joint Task Force would have representatives from 
the Administration, Congress and NMWH. It's mission would be 
to identify a federal site in Washington, D C; gain legislative 
authorization of the site; help identify private funds for construction 
and renovation costs, and help develop plans to privately fund 
yearly operating costs of the museum. 

None. 

June 26th, 1997; 10:30 am. 

United States Capital Rotunda. 

YES. 

YES. 

Maria Echaveste and Minyon Moore. 

Open. 

Sondra Seba, Ph. 6-7310. 

The National Musuem of Women's History and the Women's 
Office. 
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NATIONAL, POLITICAL CONGRESS OF BLACK WOMEN, INC. 
600 New Hampshire Avenue. N.W. • Suite 112S • Washington, D.C. 20037 • (202) 338-0300 • Fax (202) 6254499 

NATFONAL OFFICERS: 
CHAIR 
Hon. C. DeLores Tucker 
FIRST VICE CHAIR 
Rev. Willie Barrow 
SECOND VICE CHAIR 
Deborah Lewis 
THIRD VICE CHAIR 
Nicole McPhenwn 
RECORDING 
SECRETARY 
Tahlya R. Nyahuma 
TREASURER 
Rev. Gloria E. Miller 
GENERAL COUNSEL 
Maxine Bethel Cade, Esq. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Glinda Anderson 
IGmberiy Bell 
Cynthia Booth 
Hon. Vivian Caver 
Cynthia Downs 
Gernldtno R. Euro, Esq. 
Queen Gladden 
Glo Ivory 
Trish Morris-Yamba 
Hazel Obey 
Anncae Rainwater 
Thoitusina Reed, Esq. 
Barbara W. Skinner 
Mary H. Starkey 
Hon. Connie Stotccs 
Hon. Mabel Thomas 
Yvecre E. Thomas. Esq. 
Hon. Onah Weldon 
Jerlene Worthy 

FOUNDING MEMBERS: 
Rev. Willie Barrow 

Lezli BatkervillB, Esq. 
Dr. Mary Berry 
Hon. Hilda Mason 
Ms. Jewell Jackson McCabe 
Hon. Gloria Lawlah 

Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Hon. Cardiss Collins 
Hon. Shiriey Wilcher 
Ms. Pat Tyson 
Mary Terrell. Esq. 
Dr. Dorothy I. Height 
Hon. Alexis Herman 
Hon. Charlene Drew Jarvis 
Hon. Nadlne Winter 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Sojourner Truth Committee/Supporters 

FROM: Dr. C. DeLores Tucker 
Chair, National Political Congress of 
Black Women, Inc. (NPCBW) 

Dr. Janette Hoston Harris 
Chair, NPCBW Sojourner Truth Committee 

RE: Sojourner Truth Meeting 

DATE: May 27, 1997 

Please be advLsed that there will be an important meeting on the 
Sojourner Truth issue on Tuesday, June 3, 1997 at 6:30 p.m. The 
meeting will be held at the Mayor's Office Building at 441 4th Street, 
N.W. in the 10th Floor Conference Room, Room 1030. 

Please plan to attend this meeting. Wc will be discussing strategy now 
that the Women's Suffrage Statue is in the Capitol Rotunda, as well as 
a planned protest on June 26, 1997 - the date that a celebration for the 
raising of the Women's Suffrage Statue has been scheduled. 

It is our position that ANY STATUE REPRESENTING THE WOMEN'S 
SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT SHOULD INCLUDE SOJOURNER TRUTH 
and that the raising of the current Women's Suffrage Statue to the 
Capitol Rotunda should not be celebrated without Truth's inclusion. 
Furthermore, a separate statue of Sojourner Truth is unacceptable as is the 
doctrine of separate but equal enunciated in Ptessv v. Fermson in 1896. 

We hope to sec you at the meeting, but if you are unable to attend, 
please send a representative. Also, please feel free to bring your friends 
and associates with you. We would appreciate your RSVP by telephone 
or fax by June 2, 1997. 

C-./WP51/struth 



06/11/97 WED 13:47 FAX 202 225 3002 
Cong Eleanor H Norton.^ 

(21003 
p - OS 

SUPPORTERS OF THE SOJOURNER TRUTH CRUSADE 
May 1, 1997 

Over 100 organizations have endorsed our affort, and the following organizations hav* 
switched In support from raising tho Portnift Monument to join our coaKtion: African-
Amerkan Women's Clergy AooriatftHi, I W u Stgrna Thctm Sorority, National Council of Negro 
Worn**, Mid the National Aijodation of Colored Women'i Clubc 

O R C A M Z A T T O N S ' 

AFGE. Local. 3407 
AfrJcao-AjBerican BusfncM Auocfadon 
AfHcM-AMcrican Chamber oT Camracrc* 
TOM ArricMHAiitericM Wontrn 
Africsa-AaKricaii Womcn'i Clergy Aswcutiott 
ATrtcan Mctliodtst Epiicopal Women 
AFSCME, Local 2401 
Ain't I A Woawm. i»c 
Ail Natioas Baptist Church, D C 
Alpha Kappa AJpfaa Sorority 
Antrncafl Ffiorfs Service Comoiittct 
AracncMi Wooica Herita»e Society. Inr. 
AMO Fwwdaden 
A Woinan*5 JMUtt of View (PluladelphiA) 
Austin Bosiness Cluster 
Baldmorc OlC 
Baptist Cofivemioo of D.C. aad Vicmiiy 
Baptist Miniitcrs Cmfcimce of Nofllicm Virginia 
Bcfbunc-DaBoii Inctftvtc 
Black LeadeMtip Foram 
Blade United Faod of Wonea 
Black Women Heallh Pn^cci (Fhlladdpllia) 
Black Woaea U«H*d for A<d*n 
Black Wooiea'i Sar Auodatioa 
Black Women's Network (Milwaukee) 
Black WJHBCMS PUrrrigbtt 
Businea OepmLnd to Help 
Center for New Black Lewknhip 
CWMS, lac. 
CoaKtion of Afnemn- American Culture Organcmtian 
(Pomsvlvsmia) 
CoaUtioa of Afriaa-Amcricao, Inc. 
CoolUion ofBlacfc Trade Union, D C. Chapter 
CoaliftM of f M Black Women 
CoaffreJJ of Ntlitmml Black O n i r i c 
Co^treniiMul Black C W C M Spouses 
CorrectioaaJ Wamefl'i Mhuhunrj Socktj' oftfte 

AMF. Chmrzk 
Gmticflof tOO 
D C. ConumsHon on Women 

'National Orjinizationc show, in boMAv 

D.C. Democratic Women 
Odta Slgwa Tbcta Soromy 
Fanity Rewareh ConacH 
Federally Ejuptofcd Women 
French Caribbeaa CaRund Oreanaalioa 
Fint Baptist of Qcnnantcn, MD 
Grand TctnpIC Danghttn of the Elks 
ladtpeniknt Women'i Cooncil 
InaKute (or Responsible Fathedtood and Faintly 

Rrvitalixatton 
J.U.G.S.. Inc. 
Ktngs Landuig Wbtneni Service Oob 
Latmr Woatcn's Rocndtafclc, AFL-CK) 
Linla, Inc 
Ltdiatsy Guild 
Many Flavors Produciioos Orfianizatioos 
Mania Ltttfier Kiof Attoriarioa for Noo-Vfakoet 
Miftin Luther fCiag Jr, D.C. Support Omop 
Maryland Museum of African Amancan Hittoty and 

Cotoare Comrousiofl 
MctropoUan DcmoOTQc Women'J Chib (MWDC) 
Motlv«iioa bMtituteof PhilsddpltiA 
NAACP Ad Hoc Ubor Committee 
NAACP, D C Chapter 
NAACP, Prince William County 
Natfawal AMMdatkm of Black Coooty OfTJclalJ 
Natioaal Anaoatioa of Black VABCH* Officials 
Natfetui Anodatioa et Black W a r n AitefMyit 
NatiMal Anodatton of Caioml Wttaea'i Clnbs 
Natloaal Ataadmitom for Equal Oppw tmilty 
Natkawl Anodabwi of Ne«r» B M I I M U and 

frofeaskmal WomtB'i Oabt 
NatJoul AaMdaUM of Political Womo, V&A., 
Natfoaal AnaeriotUo Stxtewt Affain 

Prafienkmab 
National Astociatlon of Univerrity Women 

(PWI«delpt*i) 
Nadooal Baptirt Aumttmaom, Inc. 
Nafloawl Bearty Cbtturitt* L M K M S Inc. 
Natloaal Coalldoa of Black Voter PartkipatkMi. 

NatiMal CaalMaa «f LabcM- W«nic«i 
NatiMal CoaocU oo Edacatiaa and FuMie S<rviea 
Nattooal CooacU of Negro Women 
NartonoJ Fcdenrtloa of Black Women'i Bwiaesi 
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Owners 
Naiional Fodcistioa of DenMcntk: Women, D.C. 

Chapter 
National Nefro PnWkhrn AMocladon 
Natiwul Orginizatton at Btoek Elected 

LegWative Women 
National Poftfeaf CoagreM «f Black Women 
Nation a) lituun of the HomclcM 
Natfotul Women of Achieve ment. Inc 
Network of BUck Women for Jtutk* 
Oppommaiet iadustiiid Centers 
Our Author's Study Ch* 
Fcansytvania Baptist Soft Convention 
Prlwx George's M-OMS 

Pnyoct2 
SL Paul Baptist Church, Capi(a) Heights, MD 
Shiloh Baptist Clmrch, Alccandria VA 
Sixteenth Street HdghtJ NogHwrhood Msoriatioa, 
Sojourner Tmth 200* Amriverory committee. Battle 

Oook.Ml 
Sojonnier TnOi Committee, Nortleatpton, MA 
The Gospel Troth of Mtami, FL 
UNITE, AFL-OO 
Uatte4 Stack Fnnd 
UnKwUr Ctwrdi, D.C. Martin Latbcr King 

AssocnAlon 
Unlarian UnhenaH* Chnrch S«rvlea Committee 
Urtsan uagoc OaUd (Philadelphia) 
Ward 8 IVennis Council, Inc. 
Washington Caa&Rxno Branch Women's MltSion 
Society oCT* AME (Detroit) 
Woww In tke NAACP (WIN) 
Warn* of t*e SoMfacni ChrKUw Leadership 

ConfemKe 
Woiaea at Work 
Ywtii Achievm, be 
Zeta PM B«to S«««Hty 

ici'nun 
Mr. George H. Anderson 

Bishop Vhtton R. Anderson 

Dr Candaee Aahlcy, D. VAT. 
Mm*aniectAaia*a* 

Dr. Denlse finer 
iMDMMigvM OW«r»*y 

Hon. Cora Masters Baity 

Ms. Geratdine Boykin 
QPB PoBai SfrWfeglteft, AM. 

Ms. Meda Chamberiain 
MCMVtA CÂ pMT 

Mr. Ralpti Clark 
Hon. Lots DeBcny 

Dr. fencue HuMon Harris 

Mmmar C»i«e* on eductton antf AAie Ŝ mioa 
Dr. Dorothy I. HeigtU 

AMSIan̂ CotmciorM*0>nMtomM, fVaaMmt 
M L Beverly Houston 

Ms, Don McDonald 
Dr. Jnlianue Mah«nix 

Mr. John Davhfson Miller 

Ms. Peart Murphy 
Hon. HazdO'Leaiy 

Dr. Jcwdl Pnstfâ e 
AnMi MMT r«Mf MM oneway 

Ms. Mtujoric Rkhanfaon A Rcy. Peter tv« 
GO-CM** ŝ bwwnuetMmwiirsMwComnriMa, 

Dr. YVonncSora0i 

Mr. 1, Bradley Sporits 
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Questions Frequently Asked of 
the Sojourner Truth Committee 

THE EFI ORT TO RAISE THE VICTORY MONUMENT HAS BEEN TN 
PROGRESS FOR SEVERAL YEARS- W H Y ARE YOU SUDDENLY 
OPPOSING IT NOW? 

The effort to raise the Victory Monument originated in plans to celebrate the 
75 ih anniversary of ihe ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment -- on August 
21.1995. African Americans are deeply committed to the vote as the central 
hynchpin of freedom and citizen's rights, and many prominent African 
American leaders and groups (including the NPCBW) supported the 
rededication of the Nineteenth Ajmfcndnicnt Victory Monument for which we 
marched as well. But what is being proposed now reflects & different agenda — 
a statue to reflect the women's movement. We do not believe now, nor did we 
believe then, that the Victory Monument encompasses the work that women of 
color did under great suffering for women's suffrage, and for equality for 
working women. The effort to raise the Victory Monument was mounted with 
the best of intentions, but we must work together to ensure that a statue for all 
women is placed in the Rotunda. 

THERE ARE EFFORTS TO ERECT A STATUE IN HONOR OF 
SOJOURNER T R U T H IN BATTLE CREEK, M I C H I G A N , AND IN 
NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS. W H Y AREN'T YOU WORKING 
W I T H THEM? 

In fact we arc. Both groups have endorsed our efforts. 

THE VICTORY M O N U M E N T WAS REMOVED SURREPTITIOUSLY FROM 
THE ROTUNDA AFTER ITS DEDICATION AND PLACED IN THE 
BASEMENT - W H Y SHOULDN'T IT SIMPLY BE RESTORED TO ITS 
RIGHTFUL PLACE AS M A N Y HAVE ARGUED? 

The claim that the Victory Monument has a privileged right to display in 
the Rotunda is false. First, the Victory Monument is not in the basement -
- it i.s on the first floor of the Capitol immediately underneath the Rotunda 
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in a beautiful room called the "Crypt" which, as one of the building's principal display 
areas, is a featured stop on the official U.S. Capitol tour. Second, the Victory Monument 
was given to Congress by the National Women's Parry with a guarantee that it would be 
removed from the Rotunda immediately after the dedication ceremony on February 15, 
1921 (It was moved to the Crypt on February 17th). 

SOJOURNER TRUTH WAS NOT ALL THAT IMPORTANT TO THE SUFFRAGE 
MOVEMENT. WHY SHOULD SHE BE ON A STATUE WITH ELIZABETH CADY 
STAJVTON, SUSAN B. ANTHONY AND LUCRETIA MOTT? 

Sojourner Truth i.s listed in every history of the suffrage movement even that edited by 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage in their History of 
Woman Suffrage (published in 1881). Truth never learned to read and write; unlike the 
more privileged suffragists, we do not have her own written words to study. There is 
dispute over her wording in the famous "Ain't I a Woman? speech she gave in Akron, 
Ohio in 1951 - but no one disputes that she gave it and doing so saved the meeting from 
disaster. In her time, few could read and write it was her unparalleled speaking ability 
(she was bilingual in Dutch and English) that convinced many to support women's rights. 
Truth, like her fellow suffragists, started by working for abolition, and spumed all 
inherent right of privilege; more broadly than other prominent advocates of women's 
suffrage, she argued for working class women. Supporting herself as a domestic. Truth 
contributed a unique vision of equality, no doubt arising from her travels as an abused 
former slave whose own children remained in slavery after her own emancipation. 

THE S TATUE MAY BE HISTORICALLY INACCURATE. BUT THAT WAS JUST THE 
WAY THINGS WERE DONE THEN. WHY CAN'T WE JUST LET PAST HISTORY 
SPEAK FOR I I SELF AND USE A PLAQUE EXPLAINING THE ISSUE AS AN 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY? AFTER ALL, THERE SHOULD BE A STATUE OF 
A WOMAN IN THE CAPITOL ROTUNDA. 

We agree that there should be a statue for women in the Rotundau and it is true that the 
Victory Monument reflects a racist era where segregation was institutionalized. But this 
only means that contributions of African Americans were not recorded - It does not 
mean that African Americans did not work for suffrage. Not only was Sojourner Truth a 
suffragist, so. too, were many African American women, including the Delta Kappa 
Theta sorority which marched in the 1913 suffrage parade during Woodrow Wilson's 
inauguration demanding suffrage for women. All women's groups marched in 
alphabetical order - but the Delta's were asked to march at the rear, behind the "Z*s". 
They demanded their proper place, and as a result, marched with die " D V . To erect this 
status to represent all women's suffrage endorses racism and scperatism. The exclusion 
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of women of color is not history - it is an inaccurate portrayal of history. 

DESPITE ITS FLAWS, THE VICTORY MONUMENT WAS DEDICATED IN HONOR 
OF THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT, AND AS SUCH HAS A UNIQUE CLAIM TO BE 
THE WOMAN'S STATUE. 

While the Victory Monument has served as a rallying point for feminists, it is also the 
personal vision of one woman's view of feminism - Adelaide Johnson. Known as the 
"Sculptress of the Woman's Movement," Johnson, in the words of Edith Mayo, an art 
historian who has studied her work, had a lifelong ambition "to place such a monument in 
the Capitol'" and hur an "was a political statement of her feminism." The statue was not 
commissioned by the leaders of the women's movement; it was instead promoted by 
Johnson first with ihc National Ajrnerican Women's Suffrage Association, and then later 
with NAWSA's rival, the Woman's Party, after a bitter break with Susan B. Anthony 
who strongly opposed the placement of her statue in the Capitol. 

ISN'T THIS JUST ANOTHER ATTEMPT AT "POLITICAL CORRECTNESS" OR 
IDENTITY POLITICS - AN EFFORT TO ENSURE DIVERSITY IN AN HISTORICAL 
ART OBJECT? 

No, it is not - it is ;in effort to represent history accurately and do the right thing. Over 
100 organizations have endorsed our position, including the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee (Susan B. Anthony was a Unitarian, and the Akron speech was given 
at a Universalist Church) and the American Society of Friends (Lucretia Mott and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton were Quakers) both endorsed our position, as well as contributors 
to the Suffrage Statue Campaign and descendants of Susan B. Anthony. It is our position 
that any statue representing the women's suffrage movement should include Sojourner 
Truth. 

THE WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE COMMITTEE HAS PROPOSED THAT A SEPARATE 
ST ATUE OF SO JOURNER TRUTH BE PLACED ALONGSIDE THE VICTORY 
MONUMFiVT IN THE ROTUNDA. WHY ISN'T THIS ACCEPTABLE? 

In 1954, the Supreme Court declared that separate is ^wavs. unequal is Brown v. Board 
of Education. This is the foundation of a more just society - dial our children leam from 
the very first that segregation is wrong even if the quality of the materials is the same. 
Art is symbolic, the placing of a separate statue recreates the discredited, racist history of 
"separate but equal". Surely this is not the message we wish America's schoolchildren to 
see when they visit the nation's capitol. 
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2 0 R E A S O N S T O O P P O S E C E L E B R A T I O N O F 
T H E P O R T R A I T M O N U M E N T W I T H O U T T H E 
I N C L U S I O N O F S O J O U R N E R T R U T H 

1. The Portrait Monument excludes Sojourner Truth who is widely 
acclaimed by scholars and students of the women's movement as 
a nineteenth century leader, suffragist, and fighter for equal 
rights for all. 

2. H. Con. Res. 216 (passed by the House on September 26th, 1997 
and the Senate on September 27th, 1997, with no hearing or 
reports or floor debate) misrepresonta the suffrage movement 
by presenting Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan 
B. Anthony as the only "pioneers" worthy of recognition "In the 
movement for women's suffrage and the pursuit of equal rights. 

3. Sojourner Truth was a national leader who traveled throughout 
the United States on behalf of women's suffrage and equality. 

4. The goal of placing a statue in the Rotunda honoring women is a 
laudable one- but the Portrait Monument is controversial and will 
serve as a divisive symbol. 

5. Susan B. Anthony herself objected to the display of the statue In 
the Capitol (preferring instead the Library of Congress)— sparking 
a bitter break between the National American Women's Suffrage 
Association and Adelaide Johnson, the sculptor of the Portrait 
Monument, who then took her work to the rival National Women's 
Party. 

6. The Portrait Monument has been defaced as sacrilegious— it was 
inscribed with a statement that many people of faith (Including 
suffragists like Sojourner Truth who found inspiration In their 
faith) found offensive — and no display of the statue can be 
historically valid without reviving this controversy. 

7. The size of the Portrait Monument has forced the removal of the 
statue of Roger Williams, a noted defender of religious freedom 
from the Rotunda ( It is now located in an area of the Capitol 
not accessible to the public). 
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8. The Portrait Monument is historically inaccurate In excluding 
Sojourner Truth because she worked with Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia Mott for suffrage— the 
purpose of placing works of art in the US Capitol Is to serve as an 
educational display for future generations. 

9. The Portrait Monument Is a notoriously unattractive statue— 
often referred to as •Three Ladles In a Bathtub" that risks bringing 
ridicule on tho women's movement. 

10. The Portrait Monument Is a large 13 ton statue that will look out 
of place among the refined statues already on display in the 
Rotunda, and some fear that the weight of the statue will damage 
the Capitol Building if placed on the second floor In the Rotunda. 

11. To display a separate statue of Sojourner Truth is an affront to 
all Americans — including the early women suffragists who began 
in the abolition movement— who oppose the discredited 
separation of whites and blacks known as "separate but equal" in 
established law in the 1896 Ptessy K. Forguson decision until 
overturned in the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision. 

12. The women's movement must make visible what has b^rPme 
Invisible today—the continuing exclusion and denial of the work 
Of women of color to women's suffrage. In 1995, the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. was refused permission to march in the 75th 
Anniversary recreation of the 1913 suffrage march on the grounds 
that the Deltas had not marched in 1913. In a humiliating effort to 
reclaim their rightful place, the Deltas had to obtain proof from the 
National Archives to be permitted to march in 1995. The dedication 
of the Portrait Monument on February 16,1921 (Susan B. Anthony's 
birthday) was made by Jane Adams saying that * We are solemnly 
gathoned hare to place a significant milestone on the long road of 
self-government which has widened to include one enfranchised 
group after another. Now at last the women are coming Into their 
own. None havo workod more eagerly than women and their 
victorious banner along Is free from the stain of blood** . In 1997— 
as in 1995 and 1913 marches and In the 1921 statue dedication, the 
movement remains stained with racism— this must not be the 
legacy that we leave to our children. 
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13. No private funds should dictate the display of any art or other object 
In the US Capitol because this sets a dangerous precedent for 
private influence in the people's house. 

14. The Sojourner Truth Crusade has been endorsed by prominent 
academics and citizens including some descendants of Susan B. 
Anthony and contributors to those supporting the Portrait 
Monument. 

15. The more than 100 organizations who have endorsed the Sojourner 
Truth Crusade deserve a hearing before the Congressional Women's 
Suffrage Commission who will decide on a permanent statue. 

16. The National Women's Party in donating the statue to Congress, 
agreed to arrange for the removal of the Portrait Monument from 
the Rotunda immediately after the public dedication ceremony to 
the crypt, where it has been on continuous display since 1921. 

17. The Portrait Monument is not in the basement; it Is displayed on 
the first floor of the Capitol In a prominent display area. 

18. To put the Portrait Monument on display in the Rotunda for one 
year is silly and a waste of public resources— the Congressional 
Women's Suffrage Commission should recommend a permanent 
statue honoring women in the Rotunda. Further, moving such a 
large statue Increases the risk that the Portrait Monument might 
suffer serious damage. 

19. Should the Portrait Monument be moved, it should be placed In a 
display (in a women's art museum or a women's history museum 
such as proposed by the private Suffrage Statue C o m m i s s i o n 
headed by Karen Staser) where Ws significance and history may be 
properly displayed In the context of the women's movement. 

20. The Suffrage Committee raising funds has already acknowledged 
that Sojourner Truth should be included— the major dispute is 
how this should be accomplished. 

June 3. 1997 

C:\OmCE\WrwT>AWTDOCS\rRU I HCRU.WPD 
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SO.IOUPMER TRUTH 

' A i n l \ A W n m « n " < p « ( . h in 18.11 

L l i l I'S ,\r.l .H)!N IN 
. • .T i ' rn i iT iNr : r m . 

SOJV l 'nNMI r i u r n i 
I'H l:.NA HK 

L E T US ALL J O I N IN 
SUPPORTING T H E 

SOJOURNER T R U T H 
CRUSADE 

IT S n j n u r n r r Tru<f» w e r e : t l i v e l f i t i : i y , ^ h c w o u l d b e r a U i n g " h o l y h e l l " " o v e r h c t n g 

sliglucd in Die plating <ir n to talled "Surrr-igc Slalue" in (lit Rolumla of llic U. S. 
C.ipliol. 

In licr <nir i l . Hf. C. Drlnrev 'I'ni.-tcr. prot i t lcni - founJef , National Po l i t i c j l 
Congrcif " f Hb tk WDIMCM, lias iirou'^cj m i j mobilized more tlinn ICX) organizulion.i, 
invluJiiiy .M>inc Wiiiic yrnups. in r i^ l i l lu l indignation over the efforts of a While 
fcminiM yruup ID move u iponumem lo wmnen's suffrage frrtm ihc crypi area of (ho 
U. S. Capital, w-licre ii Siis Ixijn for 7(i years, and plote ii in ihe Roiunda wiihoul ihe 
f u l l r e p r e v c n l n l i d i l u l S n j i m r l l t l T r m l i . 

Al ;i packed press confeicnce on C apiiol Mill t l t i l pusi week, nn angry Dr. Tucker • 
said. 'The liiMory nf Sojnurner Tiuil i 's contribution!! lo ihe suffrage movemeni nre 
•uk-rlt-iJocuincincU. There wpj no vmcc more eloquent than tiers. She wns leil out of 
hisiory and bcirayed then. And now, on [he eve of Ihe 2ISI century. Ihey are (rying 
to leave her nul of hismry and l>clr.i) her ayain. Dut I say lo you this day and in the 
hallowi'd l i . i lk or irongrnrt tK:il >lii.: dmradc shnll not nantl. Thvrc Is rnuctl IDlk 
(since wc rniscd ihc issue) ;ibout doinj; n separate JtaiUc of Sojourner Trulh. On the 
surfate. thai Miunds like a nnhlc gt'sturc. Qtll to me, it is notllinB but (lie separate but 
C(|il«il docirinc Hint inhurcd in llic ?(lili fcnlury " 

Wc emphiitically ;it;rcc wil i i Dr. TucVor. the Naiional Polilicnl Congress of Black 
Womon c«<l thi: MIUIL ii i.ni I oo i.iihvr o rgon l ia t ions wh ich have jo ined this 
campaign Those r.miilinr with liimcry knoiv dial Sojourner Truth dieeovertd Ihe 
new wmnen's niovcmcnl in IS5t). Ms. Truth developed A relationship with Lucrnlia 
Molt. Stunn n Ainlniny nnd Clirnhvili C.ndy Sl.lnmn, whose pmOles SfC projected 
on tlic i iuiuuiiKix. It u as nt the jc tond Women's Rights Convention that Ms. Truth 
delivered her famous "Ain I I A Wonun" speech in 1851, 

We call upon nur frirnds in (hp U.S. Congrej j to underalnnd clearly (he principles 
involved in litis Snjourncr Trulh trus;ujc. and lhal is that American history hns (o he 
induMlvc and icprcscnniine of Hie contribulions of all ArKricons. There should not 
he a ipieslion in (lie minds of .iny niomhen of ihc U.S. £nn£r««s ihnt Sojumncr 
Truth it. \i legend :inil symbol of oni nf the most courageous wonitMl f ighlcr j in 
A n % e r n n n h i s i o r y f u r d i e c i i i . l n c i p n l l o n o f b o l | l O l a C K s l a v e s a n d w o m e n o f a l l COlo rS 

frimi sctmid class cili/.cnsliip. In ihix l i j l i l . jusiiee wi l l 1101 be denird! 
I hc AFRO Ai t i r r icn i i Neu-ipti/ic< r and Other meirtberS of NNPA. Ihc Irude 

assotiaiinn nf ihtr Hhck prcn. .ire prnml m be .i pnrt nf this cnisnde in the Spiril pnd 
Irracv nf S'niiiurnrr Trnih 



Tribune 
Suffi-age statue 
in Rotunda still 
being opposed 
By Rcbin Leary 
Trbune Siafl 

Despite the Woma.i's Suffrage 
StJiue being raQ\'ed Co ihe Capico! 
Roiunda on Saturday, women's 
^rojps hav; vowed to omtinijt: iieii 
fight until Sojourrer Truth is also 
included witb the thiee other *hite 
iJlfragists Mnored by nc surue. 

•'Since it tus been moved, we 
intend to make sure that there will 
be no celehraiion of any statue ;yni-
boliiirg lite suffrage (novemem 
'.viihoiit hoaoring its chief idvecate 
JJTC spokesperson Sojotaner Truth." 
said Dr. C. DeLores Tucker, 
national chair of the National Poliu-
cai Congress of Black women. 

Tuckers'; group, alon^ with 
about [50 ouer reltiioui. political, 
tivic. and civil nghis groups have 
roictd their opposition to the statue, 
which features Lucretia Moti. Susan 
8. Anthony aad Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton. 

Slate Rep. Cynthia McKinney. 
D-GA, who believes Congress acted 
Oo hastily list year in agreeing to 
raise the Suffragette Startie. intro­
duced lenslation last month to have 
the raising of the starue postponed 
but it was moved anyway 

While the women behind the 
campaiga have offered to help in 
seeing that a separate statue of 
Sojourner Truth be placed in the 

IContinued on Page 3-A) 

Women's groups vow to 
continue fight for Truth 

(Continued from Page 1-A) 

Rotunda, after.the statu: of the three 
womea is setiied. thit offer falls 
short of what some Black wome.i 
arc asking :or. 

"Wc wen C settle for separate but 
equaJ." satd Tucker. " and that's all 
this offer cries :o do. We don'I wart 
the thcusaads af Black young chil­
dren going past thai statue to believe 
that oniy white women were rejpon-
sible for seeing women the vote, net 
when we know Scjotimer Truth as 
well as hundreds of Black women 
were ruarching and working in the 
mcveiTienl too." 

Tucker liker^ this incident to one 
she said occurred witb the Deltas, 
the second largest sororay of 
African-American women, in [995. 

Many of thest same women 
involved with this statue project 
didr.'r want the Deltas tc march in a 
parade rememberinrg a 191 3 suf­
frage march and isked mem to 
march m the tack of the parade 
because they thought Black women 
hadn't participai£d : in the first 
march." necaHed Tucker. " It wasn't 
umi! the Deltas, the second larjMt 
iororiiy of Black A-ornen in this 
country, wetu back to their archives 
and showed photos of Black women 
inarching that tiiese white women 
backed away from their position." 

Tera Banks, cxecative director of 
the Philadelphia Martin Luther King 
.Association for Non-Violence, iias 
also said thai having that statue rep­
resent the suffrage movetneni would 
perperuaic a false hisiory. 

"Any statue reflecting -he; 
worren's suffrage movement tnusî  
include Sojourner Truth or else it: 
would be perpeiuatini [he oraission! 
of African-Amencans in history —! 
as this has been a major :on::m in' 
hisioty th.'oughout the cenrury," sud 
Banks. "These types of omissions: 
have misinformeil not only Ameri-; 
cans, but people throufhoat the; 
world about the value and cortribii-J 
tions of .African- Amercans." 

As for wha; caji be 'done now that; 

the Woman's Suffrage Statue is in: 
the Rotunda. Tucker said that shei 
and others are working o» plans lo : 

prevent any celebration of the. 
statue. Tucker declined to say • 
whether she and opponents would j 
protest at any planned relebration of 1 
the statue. 
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T ALKTNG POINTS ON RETURN OF "PORTRAIT 
MONUMENT" TO ROTUTVDA AMD NATIONAL 
OUTREACH OF STATUE CAMPAIGN A' A\ 

The Naiional Museum of Women 'j History (NMWH) has requested the dcrte of 
June 23 or Junn 24r 1997for rhe rededication ceremony of thv "Portrait Monument" 
in the Capitol Rotunda. 

\ 

BACKGROUND 

The '"Ponran Moniwaent" v«.-as dedicated in the Rotunda on Feb. 15. 1921 buf within 24 
hours Congress moved it into a storage room in the Crypt and removed its gold-gilt 
inscription. After four failed Legislative ntreaipts to return the monument to the Rotunda 
(1928. 1937, 1950 &. 1995), Caagr«s unanimously passed legislation to do so in 
September, 1996. 

• The "Portrait Monument" honnrs T.ucretia Men. Elizabeth Cadv Stantgn. and gusan B. 
Anthonv for thsit leadefgh'-P in the woman sufirage movermenT - a 72 year struggle for 
the right to vote for the naaioritv of.citiz^ps in the United States. (More citizens were 
enfranchised through this bioodiess revolution than through the Revolutionary War or the 
Civil War.) This jtatue honors all women. As documented, the artist deliberately left a.i 
nnfinislTsd portion to symbolize all ihe women who fought for •women's right to vote ar.d 
those in the f-ifure "--ho would contuiue U:c fight for jusvice and ccuahty for all. 

• For the past 76 yeuxs citiztns have fcight to return the statue of Mott, Stanton, aort 
Anthony to its rightful place in the Rotunda where we honor the most significact 
leaders of our representative democracy. 

The last endeavor to return thi* ffatue wns led by NMWH's National Woman Suffrage 
Statue Campaign. We gained the unanimous support of both Houses of Congress, 80 
organLzation's, Ar.d thousands of individuals, and raised 575,(H)0 for relocation costs. 

Among thej?0 organizations supporting the Cizapaign Tver*: 

O^A^gociatiqi^of American University Women 
African-Amcncan Women"s Clergy Association 
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Black Women's Agecda 
Business and Professional Women, USA 
Coalition of Labor Union Women 
Delta Sigma Them Sorority, Inc. (Africun-Aincrican org.) 
Democratic National Committee 
National Association of Colored Women's Clubs 
National Association of Commissions for Women 
National Council of Negro Women 
National Federstion of Re|7ublicaa Women 
National League of Women Vote** 
National Museum of Women in the Arts 
National Women's History Project 
Republican National Committee 
Republican Network for Women 

Congressional Supporters include: 

Speaker Newt Gingrich, Sen. Trent Lott, Sen. Tom Daschle, Rep. Dick Gephardt, Sen. Barbara 
Boxer, Smr 'Dî ne Feinstein, Sen. Sheila. Frahm, Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, Sen. Nancy 
Kassebaum, Sen. Barbara MiJcukkL Sen. patty Murray, Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun, Sen. 
Olympia Snowe, Sen. Ted Sleveos, Sen. John Warner, Rep. Jwmifex Dunn, Rep. Sheila Jacksor 
Lee, Rep. Nita Lowey, Rep. Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Susan Molinari, Rop. Connie Morella, Rep-
Eleanor Holmes Norton, Rep. Marge Roukema, and Rep. Maxine Waters. 

Under the direction of Ilouse Concurrent Resolution 216, all contracts uith vendors to 
move the statue have been signed and are being implemented. 

• ThtTp. are r'O canejllation clauses in the contiacts. The National Museum of Women's 
History (NMWH) is liable for the full amount of the tcnuacts arranged by Congress. 

The National Woman Suffrage Statue Cynpaign made ar. inclusive and diverse outreach 
to women's organizations across the nation to gain their support. The "National Poliricnl 
Congress of Black Women (NPCBW) and their President, C. DeLores Tucker, were 
formzlly invited to join this endeavor on three occasions during the two year campaign. 
Although they had ample oppommity to raise their concerns, they waited until one monii 
after the legisUrion had passed and contracts had been Signed to demand that the 'Tonniit 
Monument" nnr be raised unless Sojourner Truth was carved into it. 

• NMWH has surveyed our supporter."; md fouad that they watit Congrws to proceed 
with the rededication of the "Portrait Monument," incorporating recognition of 
Sojourner Trutb.mto the ceremony, and to support legislation for a statue of Truth. 
None of tbe organiiations have withdrawn their support for returning the "Portrait 
Monument" to the Rotunda. NPCBW is the only group who has rnised any 
objection. 
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MMWH has met with Dr. Tucker tw^c in a good-faith artcmpt to address their concerns 
Rep. Eleftnnr Holmes Norton ie n o ^ intoroeding on our behalf. 

As explained to Dr. Tucker, NMWH cannot absorb the financial damages it vt-iU incur 
should wc break our contracts and cancel the rededication ceremony. 

So for, iYFCBW has rejected the following proposal: 

1. Support legislution to commission starue of Sojourner Truth or one with all four 
suffragists and make the announcement of the Icgislarion at die historic rededication ceremony. 

2. Have a bust, of Sojourner Truth present at Certmony. 

3. Recreate one of Sojourner Truth's famous speeches or some other dramatic event at 
the ceremony. 

4. Add a description of Sojourner Truth's contributions to the plaque accompanying 
"Ponmit Momnne^t,, in ihe Rotunda. 

5. Nationally publicize Truth's contributions along ̂ t h Motr, Stanton, and Anthony 
prior to and at rededication ceremony, and in the printed program 

6. Ask Dr. Tucker to speak at the ceremony. 

Recosnizing the historical importance of Sojourner Truth, JVMW'H will proceed as follows: 

• N M W H wi l l profile Sojourner Truth along with Mot t Stanton, and Anthony in a national 
publicity campaign (through Burson-Marateller) prior r© and during the rededication 
ceremony of rhe "Portrait Monuzr.eni,'" and in rhr. printed program 

T^MWH has comrnissioncd a bust of Sojourner Truth to be on display during the 
rcdedicstion ceremony and, if accepted, to be donated to Congress. 

NMWH support? legislation now b:ing diafied by the Congressional Women's Caucus to 
commission a scavue of Sojourner Truih and has invited Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton to 
make an announcanient a t the rededicarioa ceremony. 

V M W H has invited Dr. Dnrnthy Hsig'n-, President of ihe National Council of Negro 
Womenjthc most prominen: Africam-Ameiican women's organization, to speak at the 
rededication ceremonv. 
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S P E C I A L L IVOTE: 

- • Mott Stamon. and Anthony ̂ tre promin^t abolitionists. Mott and Stanton actually m-n 
m London in 1840 at the World Anti-slav^- Convention. (Ncwlvwed, Stanton and her 
husband were such staunch abolitionists that they incorporated their honeymoon into 
attending this convention.) 

Having panicipated M y in the American abolition movement, Mott and Stanton were 
stunned to kam that they could not attend the 1840 World Anti-slavery Convention 
because they were women. They discussed the fact that they had barely more legal 
standing that the sieves they were trying to free and that they should devote some of the. r 
energies To women's xighta. 

The seeds of the 1848 Women's PJehts Convention in Seneca Falls.. NY wet* planted 
thai day. Mott and Stanton organized the convention and Stanton authored and delivered 
the fhaious Declaration of Sentiments. Anthony joined them rwo yeare later. AH three 
devoted the rwt of their lives to leadins the woman suffrage movement. 

• Sojourner Truth was a prominent abolitionist, suffragist, and preacher. After the Civil 
Wnr she worked for frccdroen'S relief in Washington, D.C, and for their resettlement in 
Michigfln and New York. She fought against discrimination in public transportation, 
developed and lobbied for a plan to resettle freedmen in the West at government expenes 
aad supported the Kansas exodus, a spontaneous mcverruent of thousands of freedmen 
from the South. 

Sojourner Truth made her famous "Ain't I a Woman" speech at the 1851 Akron, Ohio 
Women's Rights Convention. Nell Irwin PaintJz, African-American historian and 
biographer of Sojourner Truth, makes the followtng comments about the event in her 
recent book. Sojourner Truth: A Life, a Symbol, on page 129. 

"Contrary to legend. Truth had not braved a hostile white crowd, for the crowd was 
friendly. She had not stopped a malicious male attack on women, for the men supported 
women's rights. Nor had she saved a mass of ccwering white women, for the women 
spoke with confidence. Bu: Truth did sec her presemce in the meeting as a rousing 
success. Writing to her &iend Amy Post, she said she had met "plenty of kind friends just 
like you & they gave me no many kind invitattons I hardly knew which to accept Urst." 

* Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton and clher historians feel that honoring Sojourner Truth only 
AS a sufftngist diminishes the breadth of her contributions to Ajmeriea. 

The mission of the National Museum ef Women's History is to restore the rich and diverse 
heritage of •women to luainstrcam culture. We look forward to continuing our work to herald 
Sojourner Truth and other important African-American suffragists, as well as the profound 
multi-cultural eantributior.Fi nf-.vefnen throughout tSe world. 




