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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton fm f

President 20 emiiag
The White House e
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue |
Washington, DC 20500 panslodbond oo o
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Dear Mr. President, ComamnT -

N l.(
We are respectfully writing to ask you to issue an Executive Order that

would create a President’s Task Force to establish a National Museum of
Women’s History. _ t/@owbj -

The National Museum of Women’s History project (NMWH) was created
to celebrate the rich culture and heritage of women, and to ensure that this heritage
is restored to the mainstream culture of our nation. As you may know, the NMWH
is a bipartisan, nonprofit, educational institution that raised both public awareness
and the congressionally required money to move the “Portrait Monument™ to the
Capitol Rotunda.

Americans from every corner of our country join tourists from around the
globe to visit Washington, DC for a rich history lesson. What a gift it would be for
them to learn about the heritage and contributions women have made to every
aspect of our civilization. Supporting the National Museum of Women’s History
by Executive Order would make clear your Administration’s intention to honor
women’s past achievements, and to support and encourage their continuing
contributions to our nation.

We ask that you help women take an important step forward by issuing an
Executive Order to establish a President’s Task Force dedicated to a museum of
women'’s history. The Task Force’s objective would be to identify a federal site in
Washington, DC, gain legislative authorization of the site, identify private funds
for construction and renovation costs, and develop plans to privately fund yearly

operating costs. - wond SN it %A{ba;nv
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We fully support the creation of a National Museum of Women's History.
The time to officially commemorate the stories and struggles of American heroines
is long overdue. We hope that you will agree to support this project. Thank you
very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 22, 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR BRUCE REED Mav Y

FROM: SUSAN BROPHY 257~ \350
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL CORRESPONDENCE

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter that was sent to the
President by Sen. Olympia J. Snowe (R-ME) and others.

The President has requested that he see and sign every letter
going to Capitol Hill. We did not want to fully answer the
issues addressed in the Members' letter without advice from your
office; therefore, I am requesting that your office draft a
response and return it to Chris Walker.

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. If you
have any questions, please feel free to call Chris at 456-7500.

Enclosure




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

i}) Z _ June 16, 1997
\ b

Attached please find 1) pertinent information on
the possible formation of a Presidential Joint Task Force
on the National Museum of Women’s History
(NMWH); and 2) information on the ongoing political
debate regarding support for the suffrage statue rededication
on June 26.

The opposition is spearheaded by C. Dolores Tucker
and they are planning a protest outside the event. I would
hope that we could get both sides to the table here at the
White House late this week to discuss their concerns, and
hopefully facilitate a compromise to diffuse this situation.
This issue is certainly divided down racial lines, and we have
an incredible opportunity to intervene and mediate a solution.

o
lo- 73/ D




ondra L. Seba 06/12/97 05:18:30 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHQ/EQOP, Cheryl M. Carter/WHQ/EOP, Minyon
Moore/WHO/EQP, Janet Murguia/WHO/EOP
Subject: Re: POTUS/FLOTUS message request for Suffrage Event P

Maria -- speaking of the politics -- | just got a call from Gayle
Ravnitzky in Rep. Carol Maloney's office stressing the need for this
massage of support from the President. They are hoping that the
reason none of the principals can attend the rededication ceremony is
simply scheduling conflicts and NOT because of CD Tucker or any
loss of support for the importance of the event or the NMWH by the
President. Gayle reminded me that when Rep. Maloney participated
in the Congressional Women's Caucus meeting with the POTUS and
VPOTUS a few months ago that she brought up the idea of the
President forming a joint task force on the National Museum of
Women's History -- and he said it was a GREAT idea. Now, they're
wanting to know: 1) if in fact the President is still supporting this
idea,

2) how far along are we in the process of getting it formed, and 3) if
there could be a mention of this in his letter to be ready at the
rededication. Gayle was also wondering why the White House (the
President) has NOT even responded to the letter to the President
signed by 46 members of Congress urging the formation of this task
force.

| think Congresswoman Maloney may need to get a call from you or
another senior person regarding the following:

1) The continued support of the Administration for the formation of
a Presidential Joint Task Force on the NMWH and the Suffrage
Statue {and why we will have no senior Adminstration representation
at the rededication event); _

2) Where we are on the task force process (it's in General Counsel's
hands under review right now - with Rob Weiner -- as of Monday);
3) The prospect of a Presidential message to be read aloud at the
Rededication ceremony 6/26 and the possiblity its mentioning the
possible formation of the task force; and

4) The propspect of a written response from the President to the
letter of wide support from the 46 House Represenatives for the
formation of a Presidential Task Force on the NMWH.

Please advise.
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NEED FOR PRESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE ON
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'’S HISTORY (NMWH)

. The National Musecum of Women’s History will be a “bricks and mortar” legacy for
people to point to twenty years from now and say, “This is what President Clinton did for
women.”

. The founding of NMWH will span the next eight years, providing opportunities not only

for the President but the Vice President to demonstrate committment and support to their
female constituency.

. NMWH is a non-profit, grass roots institution dedicated to preserving and celebrating the
rich and diverse heritage of a/l women. Major women'’s groups involved and supportir.g
NMWH range from the Democratic Women’s Leadership Forum and the National
Federation of Republican Women to the League of Women Voters and the National
Council of Negroe Women. A Presidential Task Force or Committee is needed as a
vehicle to obtain a federal site in Washington, D.C., and to attract prominent citizens
capable of the fundraising necessary to be privately funded thereafter.

. The authorizing legislation to create the task force/commuission is the Federal Advisory
i Commission Act (Table 1, Public Laws and Legislative History, Final Volume). See the
\ attached copy of Public Law 96-388 establishing the United States Holocaust Memorial
Council.

. NMWH recommends a 25-member task force comprised primarily of private citizens and
including representatives from the Administration and Congress. Due to budget
constraints that did not exist at the formation of the Holocaust Council, NMWH
rccommends members serve on a voluntary basis. The Department of the Interior,
Department of Commerce, or GSA could takc administative responsibility for the task
force.

. A national institution specifically dedicated to the heritage of women does not exist.
Although the Smithsonian Institution sponsors some related programs, it has only two
permanent exhibits on women’s history. Budget cuts are making it more difficult to
manage existing programs at the Smithsonian. Adding an endeavor of this magnitude s
infeasiblc.

. A national museum of women’s history will create an institution giving Americans anc
foreign visitors the opportunity to learn of the unique cultural legacy, historic grandeur,
and contemporary contributions of women worldwide from the dawn of civilization.

. Women have made profound contributions to civilization but, as well documented, they
are glossed aver or left out of mainstream texts, museums, and public memorials.

. Culture is shaped by what we value, which we express in the ways listed above.
- Unfortunately, less than two percent of the contents of modern history books explore
women’s history, less than five percent of the nation’s 2,200 National Historical
Landmarks are dedicated women, and there are only 40 public outdoor statues of women.

1



At present, history reflects and values mainly male experiences and contributions.

This cxclusion and devaluation of what philosophers call “thc feminine™ has severely torn
the fabric of our culture. It is manifested in symptoms of widespread violence and
poverty - a gencral dis-ease of culture. However, the brunt of this disease is suffered by
women and girls throughout the world.

The pressure to solve these problems is coming from every segment of society. Although
females bear more of the negative conscquences of our dysfunctional culture, males are
also harmed. Leaders and scholars everywhere are looking for ways to solve this erisis
ranging from women’s shelters, to legislation on “stalking,” to the Presidential event with
General Colin Powell on “volunteerism.”

Social scientists and politicians, including President Clinton, have joined forces to
discover and implement ways to return to a “civil society.” They realize that addressirg
problems such as welfare, domestic violence, and crime with immediate action
(programs, policies) is important but will not cure their underlying causes. To move
society toward a better, more equitable and just future, on a lasting basis, our culture must
be transformed.

NMWH will transform culture by restoring the knowledge and respect of women, their
contributions and “the feminine.” Not only will it change the way men and boys view
women and girls, but the way women and girls see themselves.

Women must begin to see themselves as actors in the past, to gain strength and
mspiration for the struggles in the present. Visibility in the past equals empowerment in
the present.



ondra L. Seba 06/04/57 05:36:32 PM

Record Type: Record

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EQOP
Subject: Suffrage Statue Rededication Scheduling Request

Marj mentioned you may have some questions on the scheduling
request -- so maybe ! can be of help in addressing them. One
question you might have is why did we include the possible
announcement of the Presidential Joint Task Force on the National
Museum of Women's History (NMWH). Minyon and | included that
piece for this reason: Joan Wages of the NMWH talked with the
President at a WLF event on May 19th about it -- she asked him to
create the Task Force on the National Museum of Women's History,
saying that it would be a wonderful legacy for him to leave for the
women of this country. He said, "Well, let's get to work on it!" He
imediately called Craig Smith over to talk w/Joan about the task
force. Joan faxed everything related to it to Craig the next day.
Minyon called me the next day to tell me that Craig had indeed asked
her about it -- she told Craig that she was already working with Joan
and me on the whole thing. Therefore, we included that piece in
case it is possible to make the announcement on the 26th at the
ceremony. | have a call in to Dawn Chirwa (counsel's office) for
counsel and procedure on the possible formation of a task force.

FYI--Joan has gone direct to Lucia in the VP's office to ask her to
pursue the VP for this event. I've got a call into Lucia to check
status.

ALSO, on the C. Dolores front -- Minyon told me that C. was
planning a meeting about the statue. Doesn't look good right now
for C. to participate in the event, but Minyon is going to talk with her
again soon. Minyon will keep me informed, and | you.

Hope this helps!
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"\ Cash, Smith & Wages

Qrganizational Davelopment & Govarnment Allairs

MEMORANDUM

.4 Pagexto Follow

To: Sondra Seba

From: Joan Wages

Date: May 21, 1997

Subject: Request to Vice President Gore «- Re: Junc 26

Attached is the letter that we have sent to Vice President Gore. I asked
Lucia Gilliland in the Vice President's office to get the request to his

scheduler and that your request will follow. I'll be happy to help you
work on the request.

1 spoke with the President on Monday evening at a WLF event. [ asked
him to create the Task Foree on the National Museum of Women's
History (NMWII) and told him that it would be a wonderful legacy for
him to leave to the women of this country. He said, "Well, let's get to
work on it." Needless to say, 1 was pleased. He called Craig Smith over
and the next day I faxed Craig all the information on the Museum.

Let me know what I can do to help on the scheduling request for the
Vice President.

Thank you immenscly for your help!

C.

913 E. Taylor Rurni Pkwy, Suitc 303 125 Porto Marino, Suite 777
Alexandria, VA 72302 Tiouron, CA 94920
(703) 548-3G:76 (415) 435-4402
(703} 5480924 fax {415) 435-2486 Tax
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NATIONAL MUsSEUM OF WOMEN's HISTORY

May 21, 1997

The Honorable Albert Gore
Vice President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Vice President Gore:;

After a 76-year struggle by women, Congress has unanimously agreed to
restore the statue of suffragists Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
Lucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda. Although these courageous and visionary
lcaders enfrunchised 52% of our population, their images and story have been
relegated to the Capitol crypt since 1921. Finally, duc to the work of the Woman
Suflrage Statue Campaign, which succeeded in raising both public awarcness and the
congressionally required money for relocation costs, this important historic symbol
will be rededicated in the Rotunda on June 26, 1997 at 10:30a.m. The Woman
Suffrage Statue Campaign, the first project of the National Museum of Women’s
History (NMWH), is honored to invite you to participate in this historic Rededication
Ceremony. Under separate cover, we are also asking Speaker Gingrich and Mrs.
Clinton to participate. Others invited to take part include Senator John Wamer,
Representative Connie Morella, Representative Carolyn Maloney, Representative
Eleanor Holmes Norton and Dr. Dorothy Height.

Because of the historical significance of Mott, Stanton, and Anthony and the
fact that for the first time in our nation’s history our foremothers and forefathers will
stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremony would be the perfect occasion
for you to announce the formation of a Presidential Task Force on the National
Muscum of Women's History and the launch of our cyberspace museum. NMWH
was mcorporated last year as a nonprofit organization and hopes to partner with the
government in establishing the physical site of the Museum The federal government
would furnish the site while yearly operating costs would be privately funded - similar
to the structure of the National Building Museum and the U.S. Holocaust Museum.
(Details in Enclosure 1.)

Throughout our campaign to return the Suffiagist Statue to the Capitol
Rotunda we have received strong support from women and men across the nation.
NMWH also has the full and enthusiastic support of Betsy Myers, former Director of
the White House Office on Women's Initiatives and QOutreach. The House of
Representatives and Senate have made formal requests to the President to form a
Presidential Task Force and the Senate is in the process of doing the same.

303 West Glendale Avenue ~ Alexandria, VA 22301
Latue pl Wl)n)ﬂ G Tel. (703) 200-0882 - Fax. (703) 200.0567
_500 102500 stagser/{x.netcom.comn
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Supporting the National Museum of Women’s History would make clear your and the
Administration’s intention to honor women's past contributions, and to support and encourage
their contmumg contributions to our nation. NMWH was oreated in response to American
women’s deeply compelling desire, in the face of major social and political change, to give voice
to their unique perspective on history and in creating a better future (Enclosure 2.)

We have attached further information and supporting documents. We welcome the
opportunity to discuss NMWH with you and your staff and are available to answer any questions.

We hope you will agree to participate in the historic Rededication Ceremony of the
Suffragist Statue in the Capitol Rotunda and to announce a Presidential Task Force on NMWH
and the cyberspace museum. At a minimum, we hope that you will honor us with your
participation at the ceremony and the announcement of the NMWH cyberspace museum, and that
we can continue to discuss the Task Force. It could be announced in a future ceremony.

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do in support of women and children,
and for your vision of a better world.

Most Respectfully,
/

) .
o
AA. AN -~.__..',( {f.k.q__/\_._..._/

Karen K. Staser
President. NMWH

ce: Craig Smith
Maria Echeveste
Minyan Moore
Sondra Seba

FP@a3
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

May 9, 1997

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The First Lady

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs.Clinton:

After a 76-year struggle by women, Congress has unanimously agreed to
restore the statue of suffragists Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
Lucretia Mot to the Capitol Rotunda. Although these courageous and visionary
leaders eafranchissd 52% of our population, their images and story have been
relegated to the Capitol crypt since 1921. Finally, due to the work of the Woman
Suffrage Statue Campaign, a project of the newly formed National Museum of
Women’s History (NMWH) in raising both public awareness and the congressionally
required money for relocation costs, this important historic symbol will be
rededicated in the Rotunda on Juae 26, 1997 at 10:30a.m. NMWH is honored to
nvite you to participate in this historic Rededication Ceremony. Under separate
cover, we are also asking the President and Speaker Gingrich to participate. Others
invited to take part include Senator John Warner, Rep. Connie Morella, Rep.
Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton and Dr. Dorothy Height.

Becausc of the historical significance of Mott, Stanton, and Anthony and the
fact that for the first time in our nation’s history our foremothers and forefathers will
stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremany would be the perfect
occasion for the President to announce the formation of a Presidential Task Force on
the National Museum of Women's History. NMWH was incorporated last year as a
nonprofit organization and hopes to partner with the government in establishing the
physical site of the Museum. The federal government would furmush the site while
yearly operating costs would be privately funded - similar to the structure of the
National Building Museum and the US Holocaust Museum. (Details in Enclosure 1.)
We have forwarded our proposal to the President and hope to have your support as
well.

Throughout our campaign to return the Suffragist Statue to the Capitol
Rotunda we have received strong support from women and men across the nation.
NMWH also has the full and enthusiastic support of Betsy Myers, Director of the
White House Office on Women'’s Initiatives and Qutreach. In fact, she calls this
project a “‘gift to the President.” The House of Representatives has made a formal
request to the President to form a Prestdential Task Force and the Senate is in the
pracess of doing the same.

303 West Glendale Avenue ~ Alexandria, VA 22301
Tel, (703) 299-0552 ~ Fax. (703) 299-0557

stasor@ix.netcom.com
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

March 7, 1997

Mrs. Tipper Gore

Office of the Vice President

Old Executive Office Building, Room 200
Washington, D.C., 20501

Dear Mrs. Gore:

Debbie Johnson told me she spoke to you at the Lifetime Television’s
Awards Dinner about the formation of the National Museum of Women’s History
(NMWH) and that you requested further mformauon We wgu]d gpmccxatc an

Dcbbic mentioned that you emphasized the-importance of recognizing
women’s many contributions to civilization in your remarks at the Awards Dinner.
This is precisely the mission of NMWH. . . to preserve and celebrate the rich and
diverse heritage of all women and to restore this heritage to mainstream culture. To
that end. NMWH was incorporated as a 501(c)3 last year. We immediately launched
our first project, the Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign, and began working with
Congress to explore the donation of a federal site in Washington, D.C. to house the
Museum.

The President will receive a letter from the U.S. House of Representatives
requesting a joint task force on NMWH. The U.S. Senate has initiated a similar
letter. (A task force proposal is encloscd.) We request your support in the formation
of this joigt task forcc on the National Museum of Women’ s History.

We have written you previously concerning the NMWH Woman Suffrage
Statue Campaign. We engaged in a successfull two year campaign which completed
a 76-year effort to restore a monument to the “mothers of suffrage™ - Lucretia Mott,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony - to the Capitol Rotunda, We
garnered the support of 96 organizations and thousands of individuals, raising both
public awareness and $75,000 for relocation costs. - Enclosed is a February 23 op-ed
by George Will conceming the Statue, which demanstrates the blindsightedness
many still have toward honoring our nation’s female heroes. Our response is also
enclosed. :

ededicati uffragi i it
otun i ursday. ' :30 a.m. We wo

honored for you to participate in this histouc event. For the first time in our nations

history the foremothers wha led the battle to enfranchise the majority of American

303 West Glendale Avenue ~ Alexandria, VA 22301
Tel. (703) 299-0652 -~ Fax. (703) 299-0587
staser®lx.nctcom.com
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citizens will stand beside our forefothers. Mrs. Clinton, the Vice President, and the
President will be invited to participate as well. As mentioned in the enclosed
proposal, the Rotunda Ceremony might be a perfect opportunity to announce an
Executive Order forming a joint task force on NMWH.

Mrs. Gore, thank you for your interest in NMWH and for the many things
you have done, and continue to do, to support women and children. We look
forward to speaking with you about the exciting plans underway at NMWH and your
potential involvement,

Respectfully,

Karen Staser

President, NMWH
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

PROPOSED FO Mﬂ OF PRESIDENTIAL
TASK FORCE ON'T: ATIONAL MUSEUM
OF WOMEN"’S HISTORY (NMWH)

The ugcoming rededication of the monument to Lucrctia Mott, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony in the Capito! Rotnda, on June 26,
1997 at 10:30a.m., would be the perfect o ﬁlorlumly for the President to
announce a Presidc_ntial_ ‘ask Force on I‘F WH - a Washington, DC,
nonpartisan, educationa) institution whoge mission is to preserve and
cclebrate the rich and diverse heritage of women and restore this heritage to
mainstream culture,

The task force would consist of 25 members - largely private and corporate
sponsors and NMWH Board members, with a representative from the
Administration, Senate, and House of Representatives. (Suggested
nominations are in progress and in¢lude notable citizens such as former First
Ladics and other leaders in various fie ds.} Its mission would be to identify a
lederal site in Washington, DC, gain legislative authorization of the site, help
NMWH identify prjvate funds for construction und renovation costs. hel
develop plans to privataly fund vearly operating costs and make nominagons
v NM standing committees.

This initiative would reinforce the President’s commitment to education,
tcclpnn!ogy. the e&powerme_nt- of women and children, and the
revitalization of Washington, DC, The museum would be a powerful,

positive legacy of t n-Adminlistration.

NMWIH has hired the international public iclations firm of Burson-Matsteller
(o conduct a full-scale national pu ]icit{ campaign for this historic -
occasion. 650 seated gucsts will be in atlendance” We arc inviting the
President, Speaker Gingrich, and the First [.ady to participate in the
ceremony undcr ScCparate cover.

The U.S. Housc of Reprosentatives sent a formal request to the President
to form a Presidential tagk force on the National Museum of Women's
History (attached.) It wa.s;_,ooﬁnpomrod IF? U.S. Representatives Caro.l(yn
Maloney (D- NY? Nbiﬂ) owey (D»NY), Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC),
Connie Morella (R- L,“ arge Ronkema (R-NJ), and Nancy Johnson
gR-CT.) A similar requost | n initiated by the Scnatcblm by

Senators Oil&m%ia Snowe, Barbara Boxer, Susan Collins, Diane
FMcinstein, y Bailey Hutchison, Carol Moscley-Brauu, and Patty
Murray.

Rep. Carolyn Maloney spoke in person to the President about NMWH
and reported that he was “very enthusiastic and supportive,”

The announcement of the joint task force could be made at the Rededication
Scrcmony in June or on any occasion decimed appropriate by the White
ouse.

NMWH has a proven track record and broad-hased national cupport.
‘"NMWH reccnt})’ adopted, and suceeeded in accomplishing, a 76-%;’,ar cffort
to restore the “Portrait Monument™ 10 the Capitol Rotunda The Museum
Raised $75,000 for relocation costs through a grassroots campaign, and
vained the unanimous sugiport of both Houses of Congress, over 80
women’s organizations, and major corporations.

President Carter created a similar council through Executive Order to
cstablish the U.S. Holocaust Memeorial and Muscum.

303 west Glondale Avenue ~ Alexandria, VA 2230 ENCLOSURE 1
Tel. (703) 298-0582 ~ Fax. (703) 209.0857

stasor?ix.notcom.com
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

L5 The National Muscum of Women's History. Inc. (NMWH)

.15 4 Washington D.C. based, nonpartisan. nonprofit cducational institution dedicated to
preserving and cclebrating the rich heritage of all women, and restoring this heritage to
mainstrcam culture. Why Is It needed?

¢ 52% of our population is femalc. Therc is a deeply fclt nced among girls and women to
learn of their own unique heritage and to see themselves reflected with respect in our
culture.

\ kExcept in.isolated women'’s studics programs, women's profound social, economic,
ntellectual, spiritual, and scientific contributions arc under cmphasized. The National
Museum of Women in the Arts is dedicated solely to women's achicvements in the arts.
T'he National Museum of American {istory i1s dedicated to the historical development of
mankind. Both these instmtions recognize the unique agenda to which NMWIH is
dedicated and are providing active though not financial support to the project.

. The historic contributions of women 1o civilization arc missing or misunderstood,

* Knowledge of one’s heritage is critical in developing a personal sense of competence
and potcntial.

¢ [.ack of understanding and appreciation for women's comnbutions leads to a lack of
understanding, value and respect, . and may invite vialence or discritnination against
females.

. NMWH will address these needs by

. profiling the specific achievements individual women have made i every area of
human endeavor and

2. Exploring and celebrating the conributions women have made to community and
civilization in their many roles as mother, wife. sister, healer, teacher, and leader.

The first project of the NMWH, the Wornan Suffrage Statue Campaign. demonstrates our
zrass 1oots suppurt. This national fund raising campaign was initiated with the help of Senator
lohn Wamner to raise $75,000 to restorc the Suffragist Statuc of Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth
C"ady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda. With modest publicity, there has been
a spontancous national outpouring of support. The Campaign has raised almost $50,000, more
than half coming from small individual donations. We havc also received thousands of letters
sud calls. Interestingly, we have attracted the support of the inale population as well. National

womnen's groups such as the Nationgl Foderation of Republican Women, the National
Lcague of Women Voters, Business and Professional Women, U.S.A,, and others are
helping. as are the Democratic National Committee and the Republican National
Committee. Qur corporate sponsors to date are listed on the lett. Yhe Campaign is growing
fast and continues to attract the atention of the national press.

303 West Qlendale Avenuae ~ Alexandria, VA 22301 .
ENCLOSURE
Tel. (703) 2969-0052 ~ Fax. (703) 299-08567 CLOS 2
gtager?ix. netcom.com
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

The following are just a few examples of facts we should know:

Amc-ng the {irst worlcl-mnowned polentists wos Hypatia of A.lexandrin, lxvrn_ in
A.D. 370. She invonted the pllnc asteolabe that could wouutely salve poncnm
in ﬂpl\f-.n'cn] artroanomy and wrota a thirteen-volume definitive text on Alge'\rn

entitled Au_{b_mg_tm

In the 11th Century, A.D., Trotula of Salarno, wap a pioneer in the field of

prevenlive health, Healors copiocl her toxts, Exmhm,B;uu and ReCompositione Medicam entarum, lry
hand for 400 ycare and then printed them for another 300

carn n‘icr f]\nt
y .

Aphra Behn, born in 1640, dominated the literary world of Restoration England.
Dhuring her li[e, she eu]oyud the same type of puHic M;clalm that Sllahenpeaxe had aclileved a generation
carlier. She wrole thideen novels tlvxirly yanri Ld[ore_ Daniel

Defor wrate Robingon Criaoe (genernny oredited as the firet novel). Behn wrote ahout

the horror of slavery and understood and published the same basic women’s issues we
are still slruggliug with tvday.

Catherine 1ittlafiald Greene, of Georgin, n_hnrod the idoa far a Cotton Qin with Eli
Whitney. She also financed the patent and fabrication. He merely perfected it.

Ida Welle Barnott, born in 1862, was an in‘_ﬂuonthl A.L.tien_n-A.merican jovrnalist and
political activist. She .axposed ly‘nching as an intbgnl part of racial oppreesion. She
analyzcd how the {ear of p}\ynlca] violence was used to maintain po]itical and economic cantral,

The atomic bomb wae made poasil»le Ly a paei{i?t Jewial\ woman. Dr [ise
Meither was the first to split the atom and obin_bd the discovery “nuclear {insion™ -
and loft the ficld of atomic physios as soon as the city of Hiroshima was hombed.

Ada Tovelace claaignucl the prototype comp\itor in 1886 | ?“'3 '

Admiral Graco Murray Hopper had created the basis of computer software by 1957,

Gladys Hol:l)y producccl the first usablo ponlbillin in the uarly 1940's.

Thege examplee l-yately gkim the surface of all there is to examine and memaorialize about

the role of women in ovory field. A better world awaits the generation that absorbs what women

nn(‘l men have to share about life {'ron'x a ioiht perspeotivo.

303 West Glondale Avenus s Alexandriz, VA 22301
Telephone: (703) 290905520 Pax: (103) 299-0557
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PUBLIC LAW 96-383 {H.R. 80811: October 7, 198U

NS T (s ot o R
OATETE AL *COUNGLEE
'UNITED,STATES HOLOCATST MEMORTAL COUNGLEE

Far lcyislative History of this and other Laws, sce Table 1, Public
laws and Legisiativ-e Histary, al end of final cobwme

" An Act to establish the Unlted Statcs Holocauet Memorlal Council,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That therc is hercby U S. Holocast
establishod the United States Holocaust Memorial Council (herein- Memorial
after in this Act referred to as the ‘“‘Council”). The Council shall— gatiihment

(1) provide for appropriate ways for the Nation to commemao-  3a USC 1401
rate the Days of Remembrance, as an annual, nationa), civic Commemor:-
commemoration of the holocaust, and shall encourage and spon- tion.
sor appropriate observances of such Days of Remembrance
throughout the United States;

(2) plan, canstruct, and oversee the operation of, 2 permanent Memoria)
living memorial museum to the victims of the holocaust, in muscum.
cooperation with the Secretary of the Interior and other Federal
agencies as provided in gection §; and

(3) develap a plan for carrying out the recommendations of the President’s
President’s Commission on the Holocaust in its report to the g?mgufsnon on
President of September 27, 1979, to the extent such recommenda- e Sroay No
tions are not otherwise provided for in this Act. 052-003-0( 7~

SeC. 2. (a) The Council shall consict of eixty voting members 07-0.
appointed (except as otherwise provided in this section) by the Membership;
President and the following ex officio nonvoting members: 2ppointment.

(1) one appointaed hy the Secretary of the Interior; 86 USC 1402.

(2) one appointed by the Secretary of State, and

(3) one appolnted by the Secretary of Education.

Of the sixty voting members, five shall be appointed by the Speaker of
the United States House of Representatives from armong members of
the United States House of Representatives and five shall be
appointed by the President pro tempore of the United States Senate
upon the recommendation of the majority and minority leaders from
among members of the United States Senate. Any vacancy in the
Councif shall be filled in the same manner as the original appoint-

menl was made.

(b) The members of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, laitial members.

as in effect immediately before tlie dale of the enactmont of this Ast.
arc hereby designated as the initial members of the Council. Such Terms.
initial members (other than the injtial members appolnted from the
United States Senatc or tho United States House of Representatives)
shall serve terms as follows:
(1) All initial members shall serve uutil Januery 15, 1986.
(2) On Jonuary 15. 1986, the terins of ten of such initial
members, as designated in the bylaws of the Council, shall
terminate.
(3) On January 15 of each year thereafter through 1990 the
terms of ten other initial members, as designated in the bylaws of
‘the Couneil, ghall terminate.
The terms of the initial members appointed from the United States
Senate or the United States House of Representatives shall expire

94 STAT. 1547




i

08/09/97

|

1

16:02 (%)

P.L. 96-388

Conaotruction,
restriction.

LAWS OF 96th CONG.—2nd SESS. Oct. 7

fiscal year 1982, and $850,000 for the fiscal year 1988: Provided,
however, That notwi;hstanéiug any other provision of thig Act, none
of the funds authorized herein may be available for construction.
Authority to enter into contracts and to make payments under this
Act, using funds authorized to be appz;opﬁal'ega under this section,
ghafl be effective only to the extent, and in such amounts, a8 provided
in advance in appropriation Acts.

Approved October 7, 1980.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:

HOUSE REPORT No 96-1347, Pt. 1 (Comm. on Interior and Insular AfTeirs).
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 126 (1980):

Sept. 73, contidered and paccad Hanes.,

Sept. 24, considered and passed Senatc, amended.

Sept. 25. House concuirred in Senote amoendmantsg.

‘WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS, Vol. 16, No. 41:

Oct. 7. Presidential statement.

94 STAT. 1850
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Schedule Proposal May 28, 1997 |
__ACCEPT __REGRET __PENDING

TO: Kim Tilley
Patti Solis Doyle
Peg Cusack

FROM: Maria Echaveste
Minyon Moore

REQUEST: For the Vice President, First Lady or Mrs. Gore to attend the -
rededication ceremony of the “Portrait Monument” (Woman
Suffrage Statue) in the Capital Rotunda, and announce the
formation of the Presidential Joint Task Force on the National
Museum of Women’s History (NMWH). This event is sponsored
by the National Museum of Women’s History.

PURPOSE: *To announce the formation of the Presidential Joint Task Force on
NMWH, a Washington, DC, nonpartisan, educational institution
whose mission is to restore the rich and diverse heritage of women
to mainstream culture; and

*To reinforce the President’s commitment to preserve and
reintroduce the heritage of all women in our nations mainstream
culture, the empowerment of women and children, and the
revitalization of Washington D.C.

PARTICIPANTS: Approx. 200 participants including:

Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott
President of the NMWH Karen Staser
Other members of Congress
Women leaders, local and national
BACKGROUND: The Woman Suffrage Statue was dedicated in the Capitol Rotunda

in 1921. Within 24 hours of the dedication the statue was moved to
the crypt and has remained there for 75 years. Since then three
attempts have been made to raise the statue and as of March
Congress unanimously agreed to restore the statue of suffragists
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott to
the Capitol Rotunda. The statue made it to its final resting place in
the Rotunda on Saturday, May 10, 1997.



PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:
LOCATION:

FIRST LADY
REQUESTED:

MRS. GORE
REQUESTED:

RECOMMENDED BY:

MEDIA COVERAGE:

CONTACT:

ORIGON OF THIS
PROPOSAL:

The Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign is a project of the National
Museum of Women’s History (NMWH), a Washington DC based,
nonpartisan, nonprofit educational institution dedicated to
preserving and celebrating the rich heritage of all women, and
restoring this heritage to mainstream culture. The rededication
ceremony of the Woman Suffrage Statue would be a perfect
opportunity for the announcement of the Presidential Joint Task
Force.

The Presidential Joint Task Force would have representatives from
the Administration, Congress and NMWH. It’s mission would be
to identify a federal site in Washington, D.C; gain legislative
authorization of the site; help identify private funds for construction
and renovation costs, and help develop plans to privately fund
yearly operating costs of the museum.

None.

June 26th, 1997; 10:30 am.

United States Capital Rotunda.

YES.

YES.
Maria Echaveste and Minyon Moore.
Open.

Sondra Seba, Ph. 6-7310.

The National Musuem of Women’s History and the Women’s
Office.
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NATIONAL OFFICERS:
CHAIR

Hon. C. Delores Tucker
FIRST VICE CHAIR
Rev. Willie Bartaw
SECOND VICE CHAIR
Debaorah Lewis

THIRD VICE CHAIR
Nicole McPherson
RECORDING
SECRETARY

Tahiya R. Nyahuma
TREASURER

Rev. Glona E. Miller
GENERAL COUNSEL
Maxine Bethel Cade, Esq.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Glinda Anderson
Kimberly Bell

Cynthia Booth

Hon. Vivian Caver
Cynthia Downs
Geraldine R. Eurs, Esq.
Queen Gladden

Glo Ivary

Trigh Morris-Yamba
Hazel Obey

Anncue Rainwater
Thoasina Reed, Esg.
Barbara W. Skinner
Mary H. Starkey

Hon. Connie Stokes

;. Hon. Mabel Thomas

Yvene E Thomas, Ezq.
Hon. Onah Weldon
Ietiene Worthy

FOUNDING MEMBERS:
Rev. Willic Barrow

Lezli Raskerville, Esq.

Dr. Mary Berry

Hon, Hilda Mason

Ms, Jewell Jackson McCabe
Hon. Glori2 Lawiah

Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton
Hon. Cardiss Collins

Hon. Shirley Wilcher

Ms. Pat Tyson

Mary Terrell, Esq.

Dr. Dorathy [. Heighe

Hon. Alexis Herman

Hon. Charlene Drew Jarvig
Hon. Nadine Winter

Cong Eleanor H Norton

MEMORANDUM

TO: Sojourner Truth Committee/Supportecs

FROM: Dr. C. DeLores Tucker
Chair, National Political Congress of
Black Women, Inc. (NPCBW)

Dr. Janette Hoston Harris
Chair, NPCBW Sojourner Truth Committee

RE: Sojourner Truth Meeting

DATE: May 27, 1997

Please be advised that there will be an important meeting on the
Sojourner Truth issue on Tuesday, June 3, 1997 at 6:30 p.m. The
meeting will be held at the Mayor's Office Building at 441 4th Street,
N.W. in the 10th Floor Conference Room, Room 1030.

Please plan to attend this meeting. We will be discussing strategy now
that the Women’s Suffrage Statue is in the Capitol Rotunda, as well as
a planned protest on June 26, 1997 — the date that a celebration for the
raising of the Women’s Suffrage Statue has heen scheduled.

It is our position that ANY STATUE REPRESENTING THE WOMEN’S
SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT SHOULD INCLUDE SOJOURNER TRUTH
and that the raising of the current Women's Suffrage Statue to_the
Capitol Rotunda should not be celebrated without Truth’s inclusion.
Furthermore, a separute statue of Sojourner Truth is unacceptable as is the
doctrine of separate but equal enunciated in Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896.

@oo2

ke

C.

We hope to see you at the meeting, but if yan are unable to attend, .-
please send a representative. Also, please feel free to bring your friends

and associates with you. We would appreciate your RSVP by telephone
or fax by June 2, 1997. :

C:/WP31/struth

p /40/47/7
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SUPPORTERS OF THE SOJOURNER TRUTH CRUSADE

May 1, 1997
Over 100 organizations have endorsed our effort, and the following arganizations have
switched in support from raizing the Portrait Monumernt to join our coalition: African-
American Women’s Clergy Assoctating, Nedts Sigma Theta Sorority, Nstons) Council of N&gm
Women, and the Nstiowal Assaciation of Colored Women's Clube

ORCANIZATIONS'

AFGE. Local. 3407

African-American Business Association

Africon-Amecican Chamber of Camraerce

2000 Afcicap-Aswrican Women

Africaa-American Women’'s Cleryy Associatioe

African Methodist Episcopal Women

AFSCME, Local 240t

Ain't | A Wossan, Inc.

All Natiogs Bagtist Church, D C.

Alpha Kappa Alpba Secority

American Friewds Service Committce

Ameccican Women Heritage Socity, Inc.

AMO Feundstios

A-Woman'sPote-of View (Philadelphia)

Austin Basiness Cluster

Baltimore OI1C ,

Bagtist Convortion of D.C. and Vidmity :

Baptist Minrigcrs Canrence of Norihern Virginia

Berbunc-DuBois Inctitate

Black Lesdedship Poram

Black Usited Fand of Worsen

Black Women Health Project (Philadceiphia)

Black Women Ualted for Acdon

Black Womea's Bar Association

Black Women’s Network (Mitwaukec)

Black Women®s Playwrights

Business Ovpaairnd to Help

Center for Now Bleck Lesderuhip

CHUMS, inc.

Coalition of Afran-Amcrican Culture Qrganizntion

(Penosyivania)

Coaslltlan of African-American, Inc

Coelition of Black Trade Uaion, D.C, Chapter -

Coalitinn of 1006 Black Women

Coogress of National Black Cherehes

Congressional Black Cuncws Spauses

Correctivas) Womes's Missioaary Socicty of the
AME. Charch

Coamcil of 100 -

0.C. Commsssion on Women

'National Organizations shown in boldfea

D.C. Darocratc Women

Delts Sigma Thcta Sorority

Family Rexcareh Council

Federally Employed Women

French Caribbean Cultarul Organization

Firt Baptist of Glcanardcn, MD

Grand Temple Danghters of the Elks

Independent Women's Coancit

Instinze for Respoasible Farherhood and Family

JUG.S., Inc.

Kinge Landing Women'’s Scrvice Cleb

Labor Wosmnen's Ronadtable, AFL-CIO

Linkx, Inc.

Luflaby Guild

Many Ravors Pradsaions Qrganizations

Martts Lucher Kiug Assucisriaa for Noa-Vinleoce

Martin Linher Kiog Jr, D.C. Suppont Qroup

Maryland Museum of African American History and
Cultare Comuission

Meuopolian Demaratc Women's Club (MWDO)

Motivation [nstituse of Philadciphia

NAACP Ad Hoc Labor Commines

NAACP, D.C. Chagprer

NAACP, Prince William Coonty

Naticati AscisUon of Bleck Coouty Ofiicialy

Nationzi Ammcistion of Black Plerted OfRcials

Nutiosa) Agsecistine of Black Women Attoracyn

Natieos! Asmycistim of Colored Women's Clubs

Natinoat Amociation for Equal Oppertanity

Nurioasl Assecistion of Negro Business and
Profosienm) Women's Chabs

Nationa) Amaristiea of Pelitical Women, U.S.A.,

Netloas) Associntisn of Stedent Affsirs
Professionals

Nanomal -Associationof Uaiversity Women
(Phlladelphin) -

Natlous! Baptist Associarioe, Inc.

Natloan Bematy Culturisty Leamee, Inc.

Natlanat Caallton of Black Votcr Participation,

fnc,

National Coalitton of Labor Women

Natamsl Conacil ca Education and Public Service

Natioaal Cosacil of Negro Women

Natioaal Federution of Blsck Women'y Buxincss

@003
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Owmers
Nalional Fedcration of Donacratic Women, D.C.

Chagptcr
Natioaal Negro Poblishers Assnclation

" National Gvganzation of Blsck Elected

Legisative Women
National Political Coagrems of Black Wamen
Nationad Unios of the Homelons
National Women of Achievemsnt, Inc.
Network of Black Womeo for Justice
Ovpparrunities Industrial Comcrs
Our Author's Stady Club
Prince Goorge's M.O.M.S
Project 21

Proja 2

St. Panl Baptist Church, Capital Heigia, MD

Shiloh Bapus Church, Alcandra VA

Stxtrenth Strect Heights Neighborhood Assaciating,

Sojouracr Truth 200* Armivercary cammittes, Battic
Craok, M

Sojoarnay Truh Commilies, Noftmgann, MA

The Gosped Truth of MRami, FL

UNTTE, AFLCIO

Uaited Btack Fund

University Ctyrch, D.C. Mortin Lutber King

UoitorisnYulvarsalia Charch Sevvice Comvmittoe

Uttan League Guild (Philadelphia)

Ward 8 Tenmis Councl}, Inc,

Washinglon Canfiorce Brench Womsen's Mission

Saciety of 2™ AME (Derroit)

Women (a the NAACP (WIN)

Weamen of e Southcrw Christian Lesderstip
Coafercace

Womena sl Work

Youth Achlcvers, Inc.

Zeta Phi Beta Serority

INDIVIDUALS?

M. Coarpe H. Aadcram
MAG-thisDios .
Bishop Vinton R. Anderson
Word Couns of Clesches, Fresident
Dr. Candace Asbicy, D.Y M.
Animal Cliée of Aasrncis
Dr. Denise Bacr
Sourge Waxringron Uréveraty -

Iaffiliations shown only for purpose of
identification,

cong Eleanor H NorIQl 71 _aaas

Hon Cora Masters Barry
#¥rst Lady of Wyshngton, D.C.
Ms. Gemldine Boykin
GPE Pollical Si=tegicts, 0.
Me Meda Chamberiain
NCWY LA Chepar
Mr. Ralph Qlark
Hon. Lois DeBeryy
Nasionsl Confarence of State Lagistatorn, Chalr
Dr. Janotic Huston Harris '
+Hixtorten end Netonal Erasidant,
Nemond Couots on Edscetian end Asle Senvice
Dr. Docothyy 1, Heighi
Netiond Coumal of Negre Wismen, Prasikhert
Ms. Bevarty Hauion .
Odysxwy Crutug

- Ms. Dora McDoald

Dr. Julinase Maherux
Ecommis!

Mr. john Davidson Miller
deacendsnt of Susan B. Areroryy

Ms. P Maaphy

Hon. Hazet O'Leary
Aorrmer Secwissy Of ENerRy

Msg. Grace While Ware
dauggvins of Oegy vy T3 S1/7egixt Madree Punn White
Hon Diane Watson
Stuis Senatry, Calltwriq
Dr. E. Payc Willisms-Onil, Baq.
Dal Markadng Group, bxa.
Dr. Nars Saterieea
—PresiderttinsatrUniveraly
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Questions Frequently Asked of

SATIONAL OFFICERS: the Sojourner Truth Committee

CEAIR
Hoa €. Deloies Tucke:

g&*;g;chfgm THE EFFORT TO RAISE THE VICTORY MONUMENT HAS BEEN IN

SECOND VICE CHAIR PROGRESS FOR SEVERAL YEARS. WHY ARE YOU SUDDENLY

;. Devorah Lews OPPOSING IT NOW?

THIRD VICE CHBAIR
Nicole McPherson

RECORDING SECRETARY The effort to raise the Victory Monument originated in plans to celebrate the
Tahiys R. Nyahuma 751h anniversary of the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment -- on August
TREASURER 21.1995. African Americans are deeply committed to the vote as the central
Rev. Gloria E. Millex - : ply comm 0 ote as ntr
GENERAL COUNSEL hynchpin of freedom and citizen's rights, and many prominent African

Madac Bethel Cade, Esa, American leaders and groups (including the NPCBW) supported the

BOARD OF DIRE CTORS rededication of the Nineteenth Amendment Victory Monument for which we
Giinda Anderson marched as well. But what is being proposcd now reflects @ different agenda --
m’;&& a statue to reflect the women’s movement. We do not believe now, nor did we
Heu. Vivian Caver believe then. that the Victory Monument encompasses the work that women of
Cynrhia Dawns color did under great suffering for women'’s suffrage, and for equality for
gmfelfg\a%dfnm' e working women. The effort to raise the Victory Monument was mounted with
Glo Ivory the best of intentions. but we must work together to ensure that a statue for all

Trish Morris-Yarha
Hazel Obey

Apperte Raigwater
Tbomasina Re=d, Esg.
Rarvara W. Skinner

wormen is placed in the Rotunda.

i idies THERE ARE EFFORTS TO ERECT A STATUE IN HONOR OF

Hon, Coame Stnkes SOJOURNER TRUTH IN BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN, AND IN

Hoa. Mabel Thomas NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS. WHY AREN'T YOU WORKING
Yvens E. Tha Esg. >

Yuens E. Thowas. Esq WITH THEM?

Jerlege Worthy

In fact we are. Both groups have endorsed our efforts.
FOUNDING MEMBERS:

Rev. Willle Barrow
L27)i Baskerville, Feq.

Dr. Mary Berry THE VICTORY MONUMENT WAS REMOVED SURREPTITIOUSLY FROM

_Hon Hilda Mason

Mo Tevel Tachon mecabe THE ROTUNDA AFTER ITS DEDICATION AND PLACED IN THE
Hon. Gloria Lawlah BASEMENT -- WHY SHOULDN’T IT SIMPLY BE RESTORED TO ITS
Floa- Eleasor é‘:u‘j':s Nomoa RIGHTFUL PLACE AS MANY HAVE ARGUED?

_ Hoo. Shirley Wilcher
Ms. Par Tysoa The claim that the Victory Monument has a privileged right to display in
BDA:%:;:Y&LE;:W the Rotunda is false. First, the Victory Monument is not in the basement -
Hon. Alexis Herman - - it i on the first floor of the Capito] immediately underneath the Rotunda

Hon. Charlene Drew larvis
Hon. Nadine Wiater

Mrs. Cocenta Scon King !
Rzv. Addie Wyan

5 Wpaocs Gpchwrlane S )
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in a beautiful room called the *Crvpt” which. as one of the building’s principal display
areas, is a featured stop on the official U.S. Capitol tour. Second, the Victory Monument
was given to Congress by the National Women's Party with a guarantee that it would be
temoved from the Rotunda immediately after the dedication ceremony on February 15,
1921 (It was moved to the Crypt on February 17th).

SOJOURNER TRUTH WAS NOT ALL THAT IMPORTANT TO THE SUFFRAGE
MOVEMENT. WHY SHOULD SHE BE ON A STATUE WITH ELIZABETH CADY
STANTON, SUSAN B. ANTHONY AND LUCRETIA MOTT?

Sojourner Truth is listed in every hustory of the suffrage movement even that edited by
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage in their History of
Woman Suffrage (published in 1881). Truth never learned to read and write; unlike the
more privileged suffragists, we do not have her own written words to study. There is

\ dispute over her wording in the famous “Ain’t I a Woman? speech she gave in Akron,

\ Ohio in 1951 -- but no one disputes that she gave it and doing so saved the meeting from

: disaster. In her time, few could read and write -- it was her unparalleled speaking ability
(she was bilingual in Dutch and English) that convinced many to support women’s rights.
Truth, like her fellow suffragists, started by working for abolition. and spurned all
inherent nght of privilege; more broadly than other prominent advocates of women's
suffrage, she argued for working class women. Supporting hersclf as a domestic, Truth
contributed a unique vision of equality, no doubt arising from her travels as an abused
former slave whose own children remained in slavery after her own emancipation.

THE STATUE MAY BE HISTORICALLY INACCURATE, BUT THAT WAS JUST THE
WAY THINGS WERE DONE THEN. WHY CAN'T WE JUST LET PAST HISTORY
SPEAK FOR ITSELF AND USE A PLAQUE EXPLAINING THE ISSUE AS AN
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY? AFTER ALL, THERE SHOULD BE A STATUE OF
A WOMAN IN THE CAPITOL ROTUNDA.

We agrec that there should be a statue for women in the Rotunda, and it is true that the
Victory Monument reflects a racist era where segregation was institutionalized. But this
only means that contributions of African Americans were not recorded — It does pot
mean that African Americans did not work for suffrage. Not only was Sojourner Truth a
suffragist, so, too, were many African American women, including the Delta Kappa
Theta sorority which marched in the 1913 suffrage parade during Woodrow Wilson’s
inauguration demanding suffrage for women. All women's groups marched in
alphabetical order -- but the Delta’s were asked to march at the rear, behind the “Z’s™.
They demanded their proper place, and as a result, marched with the “D’s”. To erect this
\ status to represent all women’s suffrage endorses racism and scperatism. The exclusion

9
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ot women of color is not history -- it is an inaccurate portrayal of history.

DESPITE ITS FLAWS, THE VICTORY MONUMENT WAS DEDICATED IN HONOR
OF THE SUFFRAGE \KOVEMENT AND AS SUCH HAS A UNIQUE CLAIM TO BE
- THE WOMAN’S STATUE.

While the Victory Monument has served as a rallying point for feminists. it is also the

personal vision of one woman'’s view of feminism -- Adelaide Johnson. Known as the

“Sculpuress of the Woman's Movement.” Johnson, in the words of Edith Mayo. an ant

historian who has studied her work, had a lifelong ambition “to place such a monument in

the Capitol” and her art “was a political statement of her feminism.” The statue was not

commissioned by the leaders of the women’s movement; it was instead promoted by

\ Johnson first with the National American Women's Suffrage Association. and then later

' with NAWSA's rival, the Woman's Party, afier a bitter break with Susan B. Anthony
wha strongly oppased the placement of her statue in the Capitol.

ISN'T THIS JUST ANOTHER ATTEMPT AT “POLITICAL CORRECTNESS” OR
IDENTITY POLITICS -- AN EFFORT TO ENSURE DIVERSITY IN AN HISTORICAL
ART OBJECT?

No. it is not -- it is an effort to represent history accurately and do the nght thing. Over
100 organizations have endorsed our position. including the Unirarian Universalist
Service Committee (Susan B. Anthony was a Unitarian. and the Akron speech was given
at a Universalist Church) and the American Society of Friends (Lucretia Mott and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton were Quakers) both endorsed our position. as well as contributors
to the Suffrage Statue Campaign and descendants of Susan B. Anthony. It is our position
that any statue tepresenting the women’s suffrage movement should include Sojoumer
Truth.

THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE COMMITTEE HAS PROPOSED THAT A SEPARATE
STATUE OF SOJOURNER TRUTH BE PLACED ALONGSIDE THE VICTORY
MONUMENT IN THE ROTUNDA. WHY ISN'T THIS ACCEPTABLE?

[n 1954, the Supreme Court declared that separate isalways, unequal is Brown v. Board
of Education. This is the foundation of a more just socicty -- that our children learn from

\ the very first that segregation is wrong even if the quality of the materials is the same.
Art is symbolic; the placing of a separate statue recreates the discredited, racist history of
“separate but equal”. Surely this is not the message we wish America’s schoolchildren to
see when they visit the nation’s capitol.

Ly
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THE PORTRAIT MONUMENT WITHOUT THE
INCLUSION OF SOJOURNER TRUTH

1. The Portrait Monument excludes Sojourner Truth who is widely
acclaimed by scholars and students of the women’s movement as

a ninoteenth century leader, suffragist, and fighter for equal
rights for all. '

2. H. Con. Res. 216 (passed by the House on September 26th, 1997
and the Senate on September 27th, 1997, with no hearing or
reports or floor debate) misrepresente the suffrage movement
by presenting Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan
8. Anthony as the only “ploneers” worthy of recognition “in the
movement for women's suffrage and the pursuit of equal rights.

3. Sojourner Truth was a national leader who traveled throughout
tho United States on behalf of women's suffrage and equality.

4. The goal of placing a statue in the Rotunda honoring women is a
laudable one-— but the Portrait Monument is controversial and will
sorve as a divisive symbaol.

S. Susan B. Anthony herself objected to the display of the statue In
the Capitol (preferring instead the Library of Congress)--- sparking
a bitter break between the National American Women's Suffrage
Association and Adelaide Johnson, the sculptor of the Portrait
Monument, who then took her work to the rival National Women's

Party.

6. The Portrait Monument has been defaced as sacrileglous-- it was
inscribed with a statement that many people of faith (inciuding -
suffragists like Sojourner Truth who found inspiration in their
faith) found offensive — and no dispiay of the statue can be
histarically valid without reviving this controversy.

7. The size of the Portrait Monument has forced the removal of the
statue of Roger Williams, a noted defender of religious freedom
from the Rotunda ( It is now located in an area of the Capitol
not accessible to the public).
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8. The Portrait Monument is historically inaccurate In excluding
Sojourner Truth because she worked with Ellzabeth Cady
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia Mott for suffrage— the
purpose of placing works of art in the US Capitol is to serve as an
educational display for future generations.

f 9. The Portrait Monument is a notoriously unattractive statue--
; often referred to as “Three Ladles In a Bathtub” that risks bringing
ridicule on the women’s movement.

10. The Portrait Monument is a large 13 ton statue that will loock out
of place among the refined statues already on diaplay in the
Rotunda, and some fear that the weight of the statue will damage
the Capitol Building if placed on the second floor in the Rotunda.

11. To display a separate statue of Sojourner Truth is an affront to

. all Americans — including the early women suffragists who began
in the abolitlon movement— who oppose the discredited
separation of whites and blacks known as “separate but equal” in
established law in the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson gecision until

overtumed in the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education declsion.

12. The women's movement must make visible what has become
Invisible today—the continuing exclusion and denlal of the work
of women of color to women's suffrage. In 1995, the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, inc. was refused permission to march in the 75th
Anniversary recreation of the 1913 suffrage march on the grounds
that the Deltas had not marched in 1913. in a humiliating effort to
reciaim their rightful place, the Deltas had to obtain proof from the
National Archives to be permitted to march in 1995. The dedication
of the Portralt Monument on February 16, 1921 ( Susan B. Anthony’'s
birthday) was made by Jane Adams saying that ¢ We are solemnly

\ gathered here to place a significant milestone on the long road of

seff-government which has widened to include one enfranchised -
group arter another. Now at last the women are coming Into their
own. None have worked more eagerly than women and their
victorious banner along is free from the stain of blood ™ _ i 1997 —e

as in 1995 and 1913 marchesz and In the 1921 statue dedication, the
movement remains stained with racism-— this must not be the
fegacy that we leave to our children.
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13. No private funds should dictate the display of any art or other abject
in the US Capitol because this sets a dangerous precedent for
private influence in the people’s house.

‘ 14, The Sojourner Truth Crusade has been endorsed by prominent

| academics and citizens including some descendants of Susan B.

' Anthony and contributors to those supporting the Portrait
Monument.

15. The more than 100 organizations who have endorsed the Sojoumer
Truth Crusade deserve a hearing before the Congressional Women’s - -
Suffrage Commission who will decide on a permanent statue. "

16. The National Women'’s Party in donating the statue to Congress,
agreed to arrange for the removal of the Portrait Monument from
the Rotunda immediately after the public dedication ceremony to
the crypt, where it has been on continuous display since 1921.

17. The Portrait Monument is not In the basement; it Is displayed on
the first floor of the Capitol in a prominent display area. :

18. To put the Portrait Monument on display in the Rotunda for one
year is slily and a waste of public resources— the Congressional
Women’s Suffrage Commission should recommend a permanent
statue honoring women in the Rotunda. Further, moving such a
large statue Increases the risk that the Portrait Monument might
suffor serious damage. '

19. Should the Portrait Monument be moved, it should be placed In a
display ( in a women’s art museum or a women’s history museum
such as proposed by the private Suffrage Statue Commission

., headed by Karen Staser) where it's significance and history may be
\ properly displayed in the contaxt of the woman's movement.

20. The Suffrage Committee raising funds has already acknowledged _
that Sojourner Truth should be included— the major dispute is
how this should be accomplished. : '

June 3. 1997

CAOITICE\AWTWIN\WPDOCS\IRU F'HCRU.WPD
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“Ain't T A Woman™ wpeech in 1851,

LET UN ALLJOINV IN
SUPPOTING THY, |
SOJOURNER TRUTH
!'l(lf\':\lH-'

m" A\ . .“\ 2 ‘ ' .I
Dr_CDeLoreS Tﬁcker ?.‘x!

LET US ALL JOIN IN
SUPPORTING THE
SOJOURNER TRUTH
\ CRUSADE

If Sajnurncr Truth were alive today, she would be raising “hely helt™ aver being
slighted in the plucing of a to-calied “Sulfrage Siatue™ in the Rotuada of the U. S.
Caphot. .

In her spirit. De. © Delores Tueter. prerident-founder, Natioaal Political
Congress of Blagk Women, has acou-cd and mobilized more than 100 organizulions,
including some White proups, tn rightiul indignation over the effors of a White
feminist gruup 10 qiove B mowment 1o women's sulfrage fran the crypt areu of the
U. S. Capitol. where it has been fur 76 yeors, and place it in the Rotunda without the
full represcniation ol Sojavrner Trud,

At packed press conference on Capito] Hilf this pust week. an angry Dr. Tucker -
said, “The history of Sejouraer Trutl's contributivas to the sullrage movement are
‘well-documented. There was wo voice more cloquent than hers, She was left out of
history and berayed then. And now, on the eve of the 1ist century, they are trying
a leave her nut of history and betray her again. But [ say to you this day and in the
hallowed halls »f Congrage that thiz charade shall pot stand. There )s much talk
{since we raiccd the issue) about doing n separeate statue of Sojourner Truth. On the
surface. that sounds ke a noblc gesture. But to ine, it is nothing but (he separnte but .
equal dectrine that ushered in the 2nh cenluey ™

We emphitically agree with Dr. Tucker, the National Political Cuagress of Black
Women and the muce than 100 niher organizations which have joined this
campaign. Those lamitiar with history know that Sojourner Truth diccoverad the
new women's movement in 18S0. M, Truth developed a refativaship with Lucretia
Aot Susan B Anthony and Elizaberh Cady Siamon, whose profiles are projecicd
on the monunwnt. it was at the second Women's Rights Convention thot Ms. Truth
delivered her famous “Ain't [ A Woman™ speech in 1851,

We call upon nur friends in the |15 Congress to understond clcarly the prlnclples
involved in this Sojourner Truth crusade. and that is that American history hns to be
incluxive and represennive of the contributions of all Americons. There should not
he a question in tie miads of any nembers of the U.S. Congress that Sojournce
Truth e g fepend and syinbof of anc of the most courageotts women fighters in
American history for the cmaacipadon of both BIack slaves and women of all cofors
feom seeond class citizenchap. In this Lighe, justice will ant be denied!?

The AFRO-Amrrican Newspapers and other members of NNPA, the (rude

\ asseciatian of the Mack press, are prowd 1o be a pant of this crusade In the spirit pnd
\ {reacy af Saioarnee Tragly




Sufﬁ*age statue
in Rotunda still
being opposed

B8y Robin Leary
Vrbune Siaft

Dezpute the Wemaa's Sutfrage
Statue berng maved te the Capito!
Rownda en Saturdav, women's
groups havs vowed to continue their
fight umil Sojourrer Truth is alse
included with the three other white
suffragists aonored by Qe satue.

“Siece it has been moved. we
intend to make sure that there will
e no celebration of any statue sym-
bolizing tae suffrage movement
without honoring its chief advocate
and spokesperson Sojoumer Tmh
said Dr. C. Delores Tucker.
natonal chatr of the Nadonal Poiini-
cal Congress of Black womea.

Tuckers's group, ulong with
about 133 other religious, petiteal,
civic, und civil nghts groups have
voiced thew opposition Lo the statue,
which feamures Lucretia Mo, Susan
B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton,

State Rep. Crathia McKinaey:
D-GA, who tetieves Congress acted
10 hastity lzst year in agreeing to
raise the Suffragette Statue. intro-
duced legislaiion last maath o have
the raising of the staue postponed
but it was moved anyway.

While the women behind the
campaiga have offersd to kelp in

secing tiat a separate statue of

Sojourner Truth be placed in the

tContinued on Page 3-A)

- Women’s groups vow to
continue fight for Truth

(Contiaued from Page 1-4)
Ratunda. after the state of the three
wemea is setiied. that affec falls
short of what sorme Black womes
are asking for.

“We wen't senle for separate but
equal.” said Tucker, ™ and that's ail
Qus offer tries :0 do. We don’t want
the theusands of Black young chil-
dren going past that statue 0 believs
thar oniy white women were respon-
sible for geting wa_ﬁcn the vote, nct
when we know Scjoumer Truth as
well as hundreds of Black wemen
were macching and working in the
mevement ‘00"

Tucker fikens this incident to one
she said accurred with the Deltas,
the second largest soror:ty of

African-American women. in [995.

"Many of (hese same women
involved with this statue project
didn’t want the Deltas o march i a
purade rememberinrg 3 1913 suf-
frage march aad 3sked tem 1o
march i the tack of the parade
beczuse they thought Black women
nada’t participated in the firs
macch.” recalled Tucker. * It wasn 't
until the Delas, the second larsest
sorerity of Black wdmen in this
country. went back © their archives
ind showed photos of Black women
marching that (dese white women
vacked away from their posiron.*

Teta Banks, execative director of
the Philadeiphia Martin Luther King
Association far Non-Viclence, has
also said that having that statae ep-
resens the suffrage movemen! wauid
perpereaie a false hislory.

“Any statue reflecting hc
women's suffrage movement must:
inctude Sojourner Truth ar else i
would be pemetuating the ormssscn
of African-Amercans | in history —

. 2 this has been 1 mejor soncem |n

history throughout the century,” said-
Banks. “These ypes of JthIOHS'
have misinformed not only Amerd-:
c3ns. but people throughaot the;
world about the viiuve and contriby-!
tions of African-Americans.™

As for what can be Jone now that,
the Woman's Suffrage Stawe is in!
the Rotunda. Tucker said that ske '
and others are wocking oa plans 1o
prevent any celebration of the
statue. Tucker declined ¢ say
whether she and oppoaents would |
protest at any planaed celebration ofI
the staruz, :
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National Museum of WOrnen's History

— 2760 Elzenhowar Avenun, Suite . 150

Alexangrla, VA 22401
700-328-¢111
Fax: 703-96C-¢ 185

ALKING POINTS ON RETURN OF “PORTRAIT
MONUMENT” TO ROTUNDA AND NATIONAL
OUTREACH OF STATI/E CAMPAIGN

xy ;Qﬂ

The National Museum: of Women's Hisiory (NMWH) has requested the date of
June 23 or Juné 24 1997 for ths rca’ea’zcanon ceremony of the “"Portrait Monument”
in the Capitol Rotunda.

BACKGROUND

. The “Porwait Monument” was dedicated in the Rotundz on Feb. 15, 1921 but within 24
hours Congress moved 1 into a Stozage room in the Crypt and removed its gold-gilt
inscription. After four failed legislative attempts to return the monument to the Rotunda
(1928. 1932, 1950 & 1995), Caggress unanimously passed legislation to do so in
Septemnber, 1596.

. The “Portrait Monument” hongrs Lucretia Mott Elizabeth Cady Stapton, and Susan B.
Apthonv for theit leadetship in the woman suffrzze movement - a 72 year struggle for
the right to vate for the majority of citizens in the United States, (More citizens were
enfranchised through this bioodless revoiution than through the Revolutionary War or the
Civil War,) This statue honors all women. As documented, the artist deliberately left aa
unfinished portion to symboiize all tke women wha fought for women's right to vote and
those in the future who would continue the fight {or jusiice and equality for all.

\ . For the past 76 yeurs citizens bave fought to zerum the statue of Mott, Stanton, and
' Anthony to its ngatful place in the Rotunda where we honer the most significant
lesders of our representative democracy.

. The last endeavor 1o return this statue was led by NMWH's National Woman Suffrage
Statue Campaigo. We gained the unanimous suppert of both Houses of Congress, 8¢
organization’s, and thousands of indlvlduals, and raised $75,000 Zor relocation costs.

Among the 80 organizations supporting the Campaign were:

m@m&ﬁgmericm University Wornen
Alflrican-american Women's Clergy Association

1
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Black Women's Agenda

Business and Professional Women, USA
Coalition of Labor Union Women

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. (African-Amedcan org )
Democratic National Committee

Nationel Association of Colored Women's Clubs
National Association of Comussions for Women
Natonal Council of Negro Women

Natiopal Federation of Republican Waren
National League of Women Voters

National Muscum of Women in the Arts

National Women's History Project

Republican National Committee

Republican Network for Women

Congressional Supporters include:

Speaker Newt Gingrich, Sca. Trent Lott, Sen. Tom Daschle, Rep. Dick Gephardt, Sen. Barbara
Boxer, Sen. Diaae Feinstein, Sen. Sheila Frahm, Sen, Kay Bziley Hutchison, Sen. Nancy
Kassebaum, Sen. Barbara Mikulski, Sea. Party Murray, Sea. Carol Moseley-Braun, Sen.
Olyrapia Snowe, Sen. Ted Steveps, Sen. John Wamer, Rep. Jennifer Dunn, Rep. Sheila Jasksor.
Lee, Rep. Nita Lowey, Rep. Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Susan Molinari, Rep. Connie Morclla, Ref.
Eleacor Holmes Norton, Rep. Marge Roukema, and Rep. Mexine Waters.

. Under the direction of House Conicurrent Resolution 215, all contracts with vendors to
move the statuc have been signed and are being implemented.

. There are no eaneallation clauses in the conuacts. The Nattonal Museum of Women's
Historv (NMWH) is liable for the full amount of the conuacts arranged by Congress.

- The National Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign rmade an inclusive and diverse outreaci:
to wornen's organizations across the nation to gain their support. The National Political
Congress of Black Women (NPCRW) and their President, C. Delores Tucker, were
formally invited te join this endcavor on three occasions during the two year campaign
Although they had ample opparrumity {0 raise their concerns. they waited until one monh
after the legislarion had passed and conwacts had been signed to derhand that the ‘Pom.ut
Monument” not be raised unless Scjoumer Truth was s.a:vcd into it.

\ ’ NMWH Las surveyed our SUpportcrs and fonnd that they svant Congress to procecd

‘. with the rededicarion of the “Portrait Monument,” incorporating recognition of
Sojourner Truth.into the ceremony, and to support legislation for a statue of Truth.
None of the organizationy have withdrawn their support for returning the “Portrait
Mooument” to the Rotunda. INPCBW is the only group who has raised any

objection.
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. NMWH has met with Dr. Tucker twicc in a good-faith attempt to address their concerns
Rep. Eleanor Holmes Nogton is now interoeding on our behalf.

As explained to Dr. Tucker, NMWH cannot absorb the financial damages it will imeur
should we break our contracts aud cance] the rededication ceremony.

So far, NPCBW has rejected the folloﬁing proposal:

1. Support legislution to commission statue of Sojourner Truth or one with al] four
suffragista and make the announcsrnent of the legisladcn at the historic rededication cereraony.

2. Have 2 bust of Sojourner Truth precent at Cer=mony.

3. Recreate one of Sojourner Truth's famous spccches or some other dramatic event at
the ceremony.

4. Add a deseription of Sojourner Truth's contributions to the phque actompanying
“Poramit Monument" in the Rorunda. '

5. Naticnally publicize Truth’s contributions alang \with Mow, Stanton, and Anthony
prior to and at rededication ceremony, and in the printed prograrn. '

6. Ask Dr. Tucker to speak at the ceremony.
Recognizing the histarical importance of Sojourner Truth, NMWH will proceed as foliows:

. NMWH will profile Sojourner Truth along with Motit, Stanten, and Anchony in a national
publicity canpaiga (through Burson-Marsteller) prior to and during the rededication
ceremony of the “Portrait Moaument,” and in rthe printed program.

. WMWH has comrnissioned a bust of Sojourner Truth o be on display during the
rededication ceremony and, if accepted, to be donated to Congress.

. NMWH supperts legisiation now being drafied by the Congrassiogal Women's Caucus to
commission a statse of Sojourner Truth and has invited Rep. Elennor Holmes Norton t¢
make an announcement &t the rededicadon ¢ceremony.

. NMWH has invited D)r. Darathy Heighs, President of the National Couneil of Negro
Women.,éhc most propinent African-Americaa women's organization, to spsak at the
rededicadon ceteinony.
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SPECIAL NOTE:

Mott, Stam‘on, and Anthony were promineut abolitionists. Mott and Stanton actually met
in London in 1840 at the World Anti-slavery Convention. (Newlywed, Stanton and her ‘
husband were such steunch abolitionists that they incorporated their hc;n:ymoon into
attending this convention.)

. Having participated fully in the American abolition movement, Mott and Stanton were
stunned 10 Jearn that they could not attend the 1840 World Anti-slavery Conveation
because they wer= women. They discussed the fact that they had barely more legal
stzmdi'.n.g that the sleves they were wying to free and that they should devote some of the.r -
encrgics to women's rights.

. The seeds of the 1848 Women's Rights Convention in Seneea Falls, NY were planted
that day. Mott and Stanton organized the convention and Stanton authered and dclivered
the famous Declaration of Sentiments. Anthony joined them twa years later. All three
devoted the rest of their lives to leading the woman suffrage movement.

. Sojournet Truth was a prominent abolitionist. suffragist, and preacher. After the Civil
War she worked far freedmen’s relief in Washington, D.C., and for their resettlement in
Michigan and New York. She fought egainst discrimination in public transportation,
developed and lohbied for a plan to resettle freedmen in the West at government expenes
and supported the Kansas exodus, 2 spontaneous mevement of thousands of freedrnen
from the South.

. Sojourner Truth made her famous “Ain’t I a Wormnan™ speech at the 1851 Akron, Ohio
Wormen's Rights Convention. Nell Irwin Paintar, African-Asmesrican histerian and
biographcr of Sojourner Truth, makes the following comments about the event in her
recent book, Sejourner Trurh: A Life, a Symbo!l, on page 129.

“Conuary to legend, Truth had not braved a hostile white crowd. for the ecrowd was
friendly. She had not stopped a malicious male attack on women, for the men supported
women’s rights. Nor had she saved 2 mess of cowering white women, for the women
spoke with confidence. But Truth did sec her presence in the meeting 3s a rousing
success. Writing to her friend Amy Post, she said she had met “plenty of kind friends just
like you & they gave me 20 many kind invitations [ hardly knew which to accept first.”

. Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton and cther historians [cel that honoring Sojouncr Truth only
ag a suffragist diminishes the breadih of her contnbutions to America.

. The mission of the National Muscum ¢ Women’s History is to restore the rich and diverse
heritage of women (o mainstream culture. We lock forward to continuing our work to heraid
Sojoumer Truth and other imporant African-American suffragists, as well as the profound
multi-cultural zontributions nf women throughout the world,



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 16, 1997
Attached please find 1) pertinent information on
the possible formation of a Presidential Joint Task Force
on the National Museum of Women’s History
(NMWH); and 2) information on the ongoing political

debate regarding support for the suffrage statue rededication
on June 26.

The opposition is spearheaded by C. Dolores Tucker
and they are planning a protest outside the event. I would
hope that we could get both sides to the table here at the
White House late this week to discuss their concerns, and
hopefully facilitate a compromise to diffuse this situation.
This issue is certainly divided down racial lines, and we have

an incredible opportunity to intervene and mediate a solution.
7
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Record Type: Record

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP, Cheryl M. Carter/WHO/EOP, Minyon
Moore/WHO/EOP, Janet Murguia/WHO/EQOP
Subject: Re: POTUS/FLOTUS message request for Suffrage Event &3

Maria -- speaking of the politics -- | just got a call from Gayle
Ravnitzky in Rep. Carol Maloney's office stressing the need for this
message of support from the President. They are hoping that the
reason none of the principals can attend the rededication ceremony is
simply scheduling conflicts and NOT because of CD Tucker or any
loss of support for the importance of the event or the NMWH by the
President. Gayle reminded me that when Rep. Maloney participated
in the Congressional Women's Caucus meeting with the POTUS and
VPOTUS a few months ago that she brought up the idea of the
President forming a joint task force on the National Museum of
Women's History -- and he said it was a GREAT idea. Now, they're
wanting to know: 1) if in fact the President is still supporting this
idea,

2) how far along are we in the process of getting it formed, and 3) if
there could be a mention of this in his letter to be ready at the
rededication. Gayle was also wondering why the White House (the
President) has NOT even responded to the letter to the President
signed by 46 members of Congress urging the formation of this task
force.

| think Congresswoman Maloney may need to get a call from you or
another senior person regarding the following:

1) The continued support of the Administration for the formation of
a Presidential Joint Task Force on the NMWH and the Suffrage
Statue (and why we will have no senior Adminstration representation
at the rededication event);

2) Where we are on the task force process (it's in General Counsel's
hands under review right now - with Rob Weiner -- as of Monday);
3) The prospect of a Presidential message to be read aloud at the
Rededication ceremony 6/26 and the possiblity its mentioning the
possible formation of the task force; and

4) The propspect of a written response from the President to the
letter of wide support from the 46 House Represenatives for the
formation of a Presidential Task Force on the NMWH.

Please advise.



NEED FOR PRESIDENTIAL TASK FORCE ON
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN’S HISTORY (NMWH)

The National Museum of Women'’s History will be a “bricks and mortar” legacy for
people to point to twenty years from now and say, “This is what President Clinton did for
women.”

The founding of NMWH will span the next eight years, providing oppormnitieé not only
for the President but the Vice President to demonstrate committment and support to their
female constituency.

NMWH is a non-profit, grass roots institution dedicated to preserving and celebrating the
rich and diverse heritage of all women. Major women's groups involved and supportir g
NMWH range from the Democratic Women’s Leadership Forum and the National
Federation of Republican Women to the League of Women Voters and the National
Council of Negroe Women. A Presidential Task Force or Committee is needed as a
vehicle to obtain a federal site in Washington, D.C., and to attract prominent citizens
capable of the fundraising necessary to be privately funded thereafter.

The authorizing legislation to create the task force/commission is the Federal Advisory
Commission Act (Table 1, Public Laws and Legislative History, Final Volume). See the
attached copy of Public Law 96-388 establishing the United States Holocaust Memorial
Council.

NMWH recommends a 25-member task force comprised primarily of private citizens and
including representatives from the Administration and Congress. Due to budget
constraints that did not exist at the formation of the Holocaust Council, NMWH
rccommends members serve on a voluntary basis. The Department of the Interior,
Department of Commerce, or GSA could takc administative responsibility for the task
force.

A national institution specifically dedicated to the heritage of women does not exist.
Although the Smithsonian Institution sponsors some related programs, it has only two
permanent exhibits on women'’s history. Budget cuts are making it more difficult to
manage existing programs at the Smithsonian. Adding an endeavor of this magnitude s
infeasiblc.

A pational museum of women’s history will create an institution giving Americans anc|
foreign visitors the opportunity to learn of the unique cultural legacy, historic grandeur,
and contemporary contributions of women worldwide {rom the dawn of civilization.

Women have made profound contributions to civilization but, as well documented, they
are glossed over or left out of mainstream texts, museums, and public memorials.

Culture is shaped by what we value, which we express in the ways listed above.

- Unfortunately, less than two percent of the contents of modermn history books explore
women’s history, less than five percent of the nation’s 2,200 National Historical
Landmarks are dedicated women, and there are only 40 public outdoor statues of women.

1
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At present, history reflects and values mainly male experiences and contributions.

This cxclusion and devaluation of what philosophers call “thc feminine™ has severely torn
the fabric of our culture. It is manifested in symptoms of widespread violence and
poverty - a genceral dis-ease of culture. However, the brunt of this disease is suffered by
women and girls throughout the world.

The pressure to solve these problems is coming from every segment of society. Although
females bear morc of the negative conscquences of our dysfunctional culture, males are
also harmed. [.eaders and scholars everywhere are looking for ways to solve this erisis
ranging from women’s shelters, to legislation on “stalking,” to the Presidential event with
General Colin Powell on “volunteerism,”

Social scientists and politicians, including President Clinton, have joined forces to
discover and implement ways to return to a “civil society.” They realize that addressir.g
problems such as welfare, domestic violence, and crime with immediate action
(programs, policies) is important but will not cure their underlying causes. To move
society toward a better, more equitable and just future, on a lasting basis, our culture must
be transformed.

NMWH will transform culture by restoring the knowledge and respect of women, their
contributions and “the feminine.” Not only will it change the way men and boys view
women and girls, but the way women and girls see themselves.

Women must begin to see themselves as actors in the past, to gain strength and
inspiration for the struggles in the present. Visibility in the past equals empowerment in
the present.
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Record Type: Record

To: Maria Echaveste/WHO/EOP

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP
Subject: Suffrage Statue Rededication Scheduling Request

Marj mentioned you may have some questions on the scheduling
request -- so maybe | can be of help in addressing them. One
question you might have is why did we include the possible
announcement of the Presidential Joint Task Force on the National
Museum of Women's History (NMWH). Minyon and | included that
piece for this reason: Joan Wages of the NMWH talked with the
President at a WLF event on May 19th about it -- she asked him to
create the Task Force on the National Museum of Women's History,
saying that it would be a wonderful legacy for him to leave for the
women of this country. He said, "Well, let's get to work on it!" He
imediately called Craig Smith over to talk w/Joan about the task
force. Joan faxed everything related to it to Craig the next day.
Minyon called me the next day to tell me that Craig had indeed asked
her about it -- she told Craig that she was already working with Joan
and me on the whole thing. Therefore, we included that piece in
case it is possible to make the announcement on the 26th at the
ceremony. | have a call in to Dawn Chirwa (counsel's office) for
counsel and procedure on the possible formation of a task force.

FYI--Joan has gone direct to Lucia in the VP's office to ask her to
pursue the VP for this event. I've got a call into Lucia to check
status.

ALSO, on the C. Dolores front -- Minyon told me that C. was
planning a meeting about the statue. Doesn't look good right now
for C. to participate in the event, but Minyon is going to talk with her
again soon. Minyon will keep me informed, and | you.

Hope this helps!
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/" Cash, Smith & Wages

Organizational Davelopment & Govarnment Allairs

MEMORANDUM

_% _ Pagea to Follow

To: Sondra Seba

From: Joan Wages

Date: May 21, 1997

Sub_iect: Request 10 Vice Presidont Gore -- Re: Junce 26

Attached is the letter that we have sent to Vice President Gore. 1 asked
Lucia Gilliland in the Vice President's office to get the request to his

scheduler and that your request will follow. I'll be happy to help you
worlc on the request.

I spolke with the President on Monday evening at a WLF event. | asked
him to c¢reate the Task Force on the National Museum of Women's
History (NMWI) and told him that it would be a wonderful legacy for
him to leave to the women of this country. H_c said, "Well, let's get to
work on it." Needless to say, | was pleased. He called Craig Smith over
and the next day I faxed Craig all the information on the Museum.

Let me know what I can do to help on the scheduling request for the
Vice President.

Thank you immenscly for your help!

(.* ",/)}*L'\.---"\_"_,_..-
.

913 E. Taylor Run Pkwy, Suitc 303 125 Porto Marino, Suite 777
Alexandria VA 22302 Tipuron, CA 94920
(703) 548-3076 (415) 435-4402
{703) 5480926 fax (415) 435-2486 Tax
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

May 21, 1997

The Honorable Albert Gore
Vice President

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dcar Vice President Gore:

After a 76-year struggle by women, Congress has unanimously agreed to
restore the statue of suffragists Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
Lucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda.  Although these courageous and visionary
leaders enfranchised 52% of our population, their images and story have been
relegated to the Capitol crypt since 1921. Finally, duc to the work of the Woman
Suflrage Statue Campaign, which succeeded in raising both public awarcncss and the
congressionally required money for relocation costs, this important historic symbol
will be rededicated in the Rotunda on June 26, 1997 at 10:30a.m The Woman
Suffrage Statue Campaign, the first project of the National Muscum of Women’s
History (NMWH), is honored to invite you to participate in this historic Rededication
Cercmony. Under separate cover, we are also asking Speaker Gingrich and Mrs.
Clinton to participate. Others invited to take part include Senator John Warner,
Representative Connie Morella, Representative Carolyn Maloney, Representative
Eleanor Holines Norton and Dr. Darothy Height.

Because of the historical significance of Mott, Stanton, and Anthony and the
fact that for the first time in our nation’s history our foremothers and forefathers will
stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremony would be the perfect accasion
for you to announce the formation of a Presidential Task Force on the National
Muscum of Women's History and the launch of our cyberspace museum. NMWH
was corporated last year as a nonprofit organization and hopes to partner with the
government in establishing the physical site of the Museum. The federal government
would furnish the site while yearly operating costs would be privately funded - similar
to the structure of the National Building Museum and the U S Holocaust Museum.
(Details in Enclosure 1.)

Throughout our campaign to retum the Suffragist Statue (o the Capltol
Rotunda we have received strong support from women and men across the nation.
NMWH also has the full and enthusiastic support of Betsy Myers, former Director of
the White House Office on Women’s Initiatives and Outreach. The House of
Representatives and Senate have made formal requests to the President to form a
Presidential Task Force and the Senate is in the process of doing the same.

303 West Glendale Avenue -~ Alexandria, VA 22301
Tel. (703) 200-0852 - Fax. (703) 200.0687
staser?ix.netcom.com
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Supporting the National Museum of Women’s History would make clear your and the
Administration’s intention to honor women'’s past contributions, and to support and encourage
their continuing contributions to our nation. NMWH was oreated in response to American
women’s deeply compelling desire, in the face of major social and political change, to give voice
to their unique perspective on history and in creating a better future. (Enclosure 2.)

We have attached further information and supporting documents. We welcome the
opportunity to discuss NMWH with you and your staff and are available to answer any questions.

We hope you will agree to participate in the historic Rededication Ceremony of the
Suffragist Statue in the Capitol Rotunda and to announce a Presidential Task Force on NMWH
and the cyberspace museum. At a minimum, we hope that you will honor us with your
participation at the ceremony and the announcement of the NMWH cyberspace museum, and that
we can continue to discuss the Task Force. It could be announced in a future ceremony.

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do in support of women and children,
and for your vision of a better world.

Most Respectfully,

4 Uy
/‘&A AAN e et Zb—-i.# J—

Karen K Stascr
President, NMWH

cc: Craig Smith
Maria lzcheveste
Minyon Moore
Sondra Sebha

Pa3
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

May 9. 1997

Mis. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The First Lady

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

.Dear Mrs.Clinton:

After a 76-year struggle by women, Congress has unanimously agreed to
restore the statue of suffragists Susan B. Anthony, Elizabcth Cady Stanton, and
Lucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda. Although these courageous and visionary
{eaders enfranchisod 52% of our population, thoir images and story have been
relegated to the Capitol crypt since 1921, Finally, due to the work of the Woman
Suffrage Statue Campaign, a project of the newly formed National Museum of
Women’s History (NMWH) in raising both public awareness and the congressionally
required money for relocation costs, this important historic symbol will be
rededicated in the Rotunda on June 26, 1997 at 10:30a.m. NMWH is honored to
invite you to participate in this historic Rededication Ceremony. Under separate
cover, we are also asking the President and Speaker Gingrich to participate. Others
invited to take part include Senator John Warner, Rep. Connie Morella, Rep.
Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton and D1. Dorothy Height.

Becausc of the historical significance of Mott, Stanton, and Anthony and the
fact that for the first time in our nation’s history our foremothers and forefathers will
stand side by side, we feel the Rededication Ceremony would be the perfect
occasion for the President to announce the formation of a Presidential Task Force on
the National Museum of Women’s History. NMWH was incorporated last year as a
nonprofit organization and hopes to partner with the government in establishing the
physical site of the Museum. The federal government would furnish the site while
yearly operating costs would be privately funded - similar to the structure of the
National Building Museum and the US Holocaust Museum. (Details in Enclosure 1.)
We have forwarded our proposal to the President and hope to have your support as
well.

Throughout our campaign to return the Suffragist Statue to the Capitol
Rotunda we have received strong support from women and men across the nation.
NMWH also has the full and enthusiastic support of Betsy Myers, Director of the
White House Office on Women’s Initiatives and Qutreach. In fact, she calls this
project a “gift to the President.” The House of Representatives has made a formal
request to the President to form a Presidential Task Force and the Senate is in the
process of doing the same.

303 West Glendale Avenue ~ Alexandria, VA 22301
Tel. (703) 299-0552 ~ Fax. (703] 299-0337

stasor@ix.netcom.ocom
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

March 7, 1997

Mrs. Tipper Gore

Office of the Vice President

Old Executive Office Building, Room 200
Washington, D.C., 20501

Dear Mrs. Gore:

Debbie Johnson told me she spoke to you at the Lifetime Television’s
Awards Dinner about the formation of the National Museum of Women’s History
(NMWH) and that you requested further mfomlauun We wguld ﬂpmccmtc an

Decbbic mentioned that you emphasized the importance of recognizing
women’s many contributions to civilization in your remarks at the Awards Dinner.
This is precisely the mission of NMWH. . . to preserve and celebrate the rich and
diverse heritage of all women and to restore this heritage to mainstream culture. To
that end, NMWH was incorporated as a 501(c)3 last year. We immediately launched
our first project, the Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign, and began working with
Congress to explore the donation of a federal site in Washington, D.C. to bouse the
Museum.

The President will receive a letter from the U.S. House of Representatives
requesting a joint task force on NMWH. The U.S. Scunate has iuitiated a similar

letler. (A task force proposal is encloscd.) MMMMYMM&H

of thi sl ¢ National

We have written you previously concerning the NMWH Woman Suffrage
Statue Campaign. We engaged in a successfull two year campaign which completed
a 76-year effort to restore a monument to the “mothers of suffrage” - Lucretia Mott,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony - to the Capitol Rotunda. We
garnered the support of 96 organizations and thousands of individuals, raising both
public awareness and $75,000 for relocation costs. Enclosed is a February 23 op-ed
by George Will concerning the Statue, which demgnstrates the blindsightedness
many still have toward honoring our nation’s female heroes. Our response is also
enclosed.

otun: i ursday, ¢ 10:30 a.m. We wo
honored for you to participate jn this historic event. For the first time in our nations

history the foremothers who led the hattle to enfranchise the majority of American

303 West Glendale Avenue ~ Alexandria. VA 22301
Tel. (703) 299-0652 ~ Fax. (703) 299-0887
staser@ix.nctcom.com
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Page 2 of 2

citizens will stand beside our forefothers. Mrs. Clinton, the Vice President, and the
President will be invited to participate as well. As mentioned in the enclosed
proposal, the Rotunda Ceremony might be a perfect opportunity to announce an
Executive Order forming a joint task force on NMWH.

Mrs. Gore, thank you for your interest in NMWH and for the many things
you have done, and continue to do, to support women and children. We look
forward to speaking with you about the exciting plans underway at NMWH and your
potential involvement.

Respectfully,

faﬂ_ﬂ/w B{T{mbﬁ/

Karen Staser
President, NMWH

08
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

PROPOSED FO MAI} OF PRESIDENTIAL
TASKgFO&;%E.Q NN:% ATIONAL MUSEUM

ISTORY (NMWH)

The upcoming rededication of the monument to Lucrctia Mott, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony in the Capito! Rotunda, on lune 26,
1997 at 10:30a.m., would be the perfect melonunny for the President to
announce a Presi&qntlal_ ask Force on WII - a Washington, DC,
nonpartisan, educationg) institution whose mission is 1o preserve and
celebrate the rich and diverse heritage of women and restore this heritage 1o
mainstream culture,

The task torce would consist of 25 members - largely private and corporate
sponsors and NMWH Board members, with a representative from the
Administration, Senate, and House of Representatives. (Suggested
noniinations are in progress and include notable citizens suc% as former First
Ladies and other leaders in various_ fie ds.{ Its mission would be to identify a
federal site in Washington, DC, gain legislative authorization of the site, help
NMWH identify prjvate:funds lgr construction and renovatton costs, ,he‘lp
ions

develop plans to privately fund yearly operating costs and make nomina
o NM standing committees.

'his initiative would reinforce the President’s commitment to education,
technology, the empowerment of women and children, and the
revitalization of ashlﬁﬁton, DC. The museum would be a powerful,
positive legacy of the Cifttan' Administration.

NMWIH has hired the intornational public rclations (irm of Burson-Marsteller
1o conduct a full-gcale nationat pu ]icit{ campaign for this historic -
occasion. 650 seated guests will be in atlendance ~ We arc inviting the
President, Speaker Gingrich, and the First [.ady to participate in the
ceremony under Scparawe cover.

The U.S. Housc of Rcrrpd‘ontatiws scnt a formal request to the President
to form a Presidential task force on the National Museum of Women's
History (attached.) It Ms-.:'co_«_apo&.orod Il?' U.S. Representatives Caro?'n
Maloney (D- NY N% gwey (D-NY), Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC).
Connie Morelia R-M L,“ azﬁe Ropke.anR—NJ), and Nancy Johnson
gR-CT.) A similar request has initiated by the Senate, led by
Senators Ol m%ia Sno;}/q," arbara Boxer, Susan Collins, Diane
FMCinStein’ l&y aitley Hutchison, Carol Moseley-Braun, and Patty
Murray.

ch. Carolyn Maloney spoke in person to the President about NMWH
and rcported that he was “very enthusiastic and supportive,”

The announcement of thé joint task force could be made at the Rededication
Sc:cmony in June or on any occasion decmed appropriate by the White
ouse.

NMWH has a proven traek record and broad-based national support.
NMWH rcccnt}y adopted, and succeeded in accomplishing, a 76-year effort

. 1o restore the “Portrait Monument™ to the Capitol Rotunda. The Museum
Raised $75,000 for relotation costs through a grassroots campaign, and
zained the unanimous sugiport of hoth Houses of Congress, over 80
women’s organizations, aid major corporations.

President Carter created a similar council throuph Executive Order to
cstablish the U.S. Holocaust Memeorial and Muscum.

303 west Glendale Avenue ~ Alexandria, VA 2230 ENCL.OSURE |
Tel. (703) 298-0582 ~ Fax. (703) 209.0887

stancr@ix.nctcom.com
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NaTioNAL MUSEUM OorF WOMEN'S HISTORY

The National Muscuym of Women's History, tnc. (NMWH)

15 a Washington D.C. based, nonpartisan, nonprofit cducational institution dedicated to
preserving and cclebrating the rich heritage of all women, and restoring this heritage to
mainsircam culture. Why Is it needed?

¢ 52% of our population is female. There is a deeply fclt nced among girls and women to
learn of their own unique heritage and to see themselves reflected with respect in our
culture.

* Lxcept in.isolatcd women's studics programs, women's profound social, economic,

ntellectual, spiritual, and scientific contributions arc under cmphasized. The National
Muascum of Women in the Arts is dedicated solely to women's schicvements in the arts.
Uhe National Musenm of Amencan [{istory is dedicated to the histonical development of
maunkind. Both these institations recognize the unigue agenda to which NMWIT is
dedicated and are providing active though not financial support to the project.

. The historic contributions of women to civilization arc missing or misunderstood.

. Knowledge of one’s heritage is critical in developing a personal sensc of competence
and potential.

¢ [.ack of understanding and appreciation for women's comtributions leads to a lack of
understanding, value and respect, . . . and may wwvite violence ar diccrimination against
females.

. NMWH will address these nceds by:

. profiling the specific achievements indivndual women have made in every area of
human endeavor and

2. Exploring and celebrating the consributions women have made to community and
civilization in their many roles as mother, wife, sister, healer. teacher. and leader.

I'he first project of the NMWH, the Wotnan Suffrage Statue Campaign. demonstrates our
zrass routs suppoit. This national fund raising campaign was initiated with the help of Senator
John Warner to raise $75,000 to restore the Suffragist Statuc of Susan 3. Anthony, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott to the Capitol Rotunda. With modest publicity, there has been
a spontancous national outpouring of support. The Campiign has rused almost $50,000, more
than half coming from small individual donations. We have aiso received thousands of letters
and calls. Interestingly, we have attracted the support of the male population as well. National

woinen's groups such as the National Federatiop of Republican Womgen, the National
League of Women Voters, Business and Professional Women, U.S.A., and others are
helping. as are the Democratic National Committee and the Republican Nutional
Committee. Our corporate sponsors to date are listed on the left The Campaign is growing
fast and continues 10 attract the attention of the national press.

303 West (Qlendale Avenune -~ Alexandria, VA 22301
Tel. (703) 299-0862 ~ Fax. (703) 299-05567
staser?ix.netcom.com
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NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN'S HISTORY

The fu"uwing are just a few examples of facts we should know:

Among the {irst world-renowned sofentists was Hypatia of Alexandria, born in
A, 370. She invented the plano astrolabe that oau“,occumtely solve problenis
in apherical astranomy and wrots a thirtesncvolime definitive text on algehra

entitled A]_ub_mﬁm_ﬂ

Iro the 11h Conlury, A.D., Trotula of Salorno, wap a pionear in the fiold of

prevenlive health. Healors copied her toxts, Pragtica Bravis and ReCompositione Medicam entarum, by
hand for 400 years and then printed them for another 300

cary n;'(cr t]uxl .
y .

Aphra Behn, born in 1640, dominated the literary world of Restoration England.

During her life, she en]uyed the same type of puHic M_:clslm that S]wLereaxe had achieved a generation
carlit:-r. S]‘u. wrole tl\irtoan navolu tllh'ly yﬂlﬁ lbd(oro Danie]

Deloe wrote Rghm_(:nm (genera]ly oradited as the first novel). Rehn wrote ahout

the harror of slavery and understood and published the same basic women's issues we
are still sl.ruggliug with today.

Catherine Littlofield Greens, of Georgia, ._l'mrod the idoa for a Cotton Gin with ElL
Whitney. She also financed the patent and fabrivation. He meroly perfected it

Ida Wella. Barnott, born in 1862, was an influential African-American journalist and

political activiat. She exposed lynching as an integral part of racial oppression. She
analyzed how the {ear of physical violence was used to maintain political and cconomic contral.

The atomic homb wae made pouikle Ly a p'nci{iat Jewioh woman. Dr liae
Meitner was the first to split the atom and coined the discovery “nuclear fission™ -+

and laft the field of atomic physics as soon as the city of Hirashima was bambed.

Ada Tovelage Joaignud the prototypo domp'\,;hr in 1O%6- | ?“’3 '

Admiral Ciraca Murray Hopper had created the basis of computer software by 1957.

Cladys Hobby pzoducccl the first usable penlbi”in in the carly 1940,

Thege examp]ea Barely ghim the surface of all there ig to examine and memorialize about

the role of women in every field. A better world awaits the generation that absorbs what women

and men have to share about life from a joiﬁt perspoctive,

303 West Glendals Avenus o Al-uncln'-, VA 22301
Te’-l:honu (703) 2990552« Fax: (103) 299-0557
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PUBLIC LAW 96-388 [H.R. 8081]: October 7, 1380

e~ —w-r:"\"""‘f"ﬁé’*::(q’-:ﬂh_ p=R
LONITED STATES HOLOCATUST-MEMORTAL COUNGLE

Far lLegislative History of this and other laws, sce Table 1, Public
Lawes awd Legistative Histary al cud of final v:obone

T An Act to establish the Unlted Statcs Molocaust Memorial Council,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That therc is hereby U.S. Holoca st
established the United States Holocaust Memorial Council (herein- Memorial
after in this Act referred to as the “Council”). The Council shall— popity

(1) provide for appropriate ways for the Nation to commema- 86 USC 1401,
rate the Days of Remembrance, as an annual, national, civic Commemori.
commemoration of the holocaust, and shall encuurage and spon- tion.
sor appropriate observances of snch Days of Remembrance
throughout the United States;

(2) plan, construct, and oversee the operotion of, a2 permanent Memorial
living memorial museum to the victims of the holocaust, in muscum.
cooperation with the Secretary of the Interior and other Federal
agencies as provided in gection 5; and

(3) develop a plan for carrying out the recommendations of the President's
President’s Comumission on the Holocaust in ita report to the 8?;“;"“{’5”“ on
President of September 27, 1979, to the extent such recommenda- GPO ét‘;; ’;‘;
tions are noi otherwise provided for in this Act. 052003007~

SeC. 2. (@) The Council shall consist of sixty voting members 07-0.
appointed (except as otherwise provided in this section) by the Membership;
President and the following ex officio nonvoting membecs: appoiatment.

(1) one appointed hy the Searetary of the Interior; 86 USC 1402,

(2) one appointed by the Secretary of State, and

(3)one appointed by the Secretary of Education.

Of the sixty voting members, five shall be appointed by the Speaker of
the United States House of Representatives from among members of
the United States House of Rapresentatives and five shall be
appointed by the President pro tempore of the United States Senate
upon the recommendatiun of the majority and minority leadars from
among members of the United States Senate. Any vacancy in the
Council shall be filled in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment was made.

(b) The members of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council, Initlal members.
as in effect immediately before the date of the enactment of this Act.
aro hereby dasignated as the initial members of the Council. Such Terms.
initial members (other than the initial members appolnted from the
United States Senate or the United States House of Representatives)
shall serve terms as follows:

(1) All ipitial members shall setve unutil January 15, 1986.

(2) On January 15, 1986, the terms of ten of such initinl
members, as designated in the bylaws of the Council, shall
terminate.

(8) On January 15 of each year thereafter through 1990 the °
. terms of ten other initial members, as designated in the bylaws of
the Couneil, chall terminate.
The terms of the initial members appointed from the United States
Senate or the United Statea House of Representatives shall expire

94 STAT. 1547
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. Conetruction, fiscal year 1982, and $850,000 for the fiscal year 1988: Provided,

restriction. however, That notwithgtanding any other provision of thig Act, none ‘
of the funds authorized herein may be available for construction. !

! Authority to enter into contracts and to mgktzgaymenta under this

i Act, using funds authorized to be appropriated under this section,

g shall be effective only to the extent, and in such amounts, a8 provided

in advance in appropriation Acts. !

]
l Approved October 7, 1980.
}

LECISLATIVE HISTORY:

S ER HOUSE REPORT Na. 96-1347, Pt. 1 (Comm. on Interior and Insular AfTeir).
I3 | CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 126 (1980):

B Sept. 23, contidered and passed Houee.

I . Sept. 24, considered and passed Senatc, amended.

1) '1 Sapf_ 25. House concurred in Senote amandmants.

i 1ARM “WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS, Vol. 16, No. 41
Oct. 7. Presidential statement.

94 STAT. 1550
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Schedule Proposal May 28, 1997
__ACCEPT __REGRET __PENDING

TO: Kim Tilley
Patti Solis Doyle
Peg Cusack

FROM: Maria Echaveste
Minyon Moore

REQUEST: For the Vice President, First Lady or Mrs. Gore to attend the
rededication ceremony of the “Portrait Monument” (Woman
Suffrage Statue) in the Capital Rotunda, and announce the
formation of the Presidential Joint Task Force on the National
Museum of Women'’s History (NMWH). This event is sponsored
by the National Museum of Women’s History.

PURPOSE: *To announce the formation of the Presidential Joint Task Force on
NMWH, a Washington, DC, nonpartisan, educational institution
whose mission is to restore the rich and diverse heritage of women
to mainstream culture; and

*To reinforce the President’s commitment to preserve and
reintroduce the heritage of all women in our nations mainstream
culture, the empowerment of women and children, and the
revitalization of Washington D.C.

PARTICIPANTS: Approx. 200 participants including:

Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott
President of the NMWH Karen Staser
Other members of Congress
Women leaders, local and national
BACKGROUND: The Woman Suffrage Statue was dedicated in the Capitol Rotunda

in 1921. Within 24 hours of the dedication the statue was moved to
the crypt and has remained there for 75 years. Since then three
attempts have been made to raise the statue and as of March
Congress unanimously agreed to restore the statue of suffragists
Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott to
the Capitol Rotunda. The statue made it to its final resting place in
the Rotunda on Saturday, May 10, 1997.



PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

DATE AND TIME:
LOCATION:

FIRST LADY
REQUESTED:

MRS. GORE
REQUESTED:

RECOMMENDED BY:

MEDIA COVERAGE:

CONTACT:

ORIGON OF THIS
PROPOSAL:

The Woman Suffrage Statue Campaign is a project of the National
Museum of Women’s History (NMWH), a Washington DC based,
nonpartisan, nonprofit educational institution dedicated to
preserving and celebrating the rich heritage of all women, and
restoring this heritage to mainstream culture. The rededication
ceremony of the Woman Suffrage Statue would be a perfect
opportunity for the announcement of the Presidential Joint Task
Force. '

The Presidential Joint Task Force would have representatives from
the Administration, Congress and NMWH. It’s mission would be
to identify a federal site in Washington, D.C; gain legislative
authorization of the site; help identify private funds for construction
and renovation costs, and help develop plans to privately fund
yearly operating costs of the museum.

None.

June 26th, 1997; 10:30 am.

United States Capital Rotunda.
YES.

YES.
Maria Echaveste and Minyon Moore.
Open.

Sondra Seba, Ph. 6-7310.

The National Musuem of Women’s History and the Women’s
Office.
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NATIONAL QFFICERS:
CHAIR

Hon. C. Delores Tucker
FIRST VICE CHAIR
Rev. Willie Barrow -
SECOND VICE CHAIR
Deborah Lewis

THIRD VICE CHAIR
Nicole McPhecrson
RECORDING
SECRETARY

Tahlya R, Nyahuma
TREASURER

Rev. Gloniz E. Miller
GENERAL COUNSEL
Maxine Bethel Cade, Esq.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Glinda Anderson
Kimberly Bell

Cynthia Booth

Hon. Vivian Caver
Cynthia Downs
Gernldine R. Eure, Esq.
Quesn Gladden

Glo Ivory

Trish Mortis-Yamba
Hazel Obey

Anncue Rainwater
Thomasina Reed, Esq.
Barbara W, Skinnecr
Mary H. Starkey

Hon. Connie Stokes

;  Hom. Mabel Thomas

Yvere E. Thomas, Esq.
Hon. Onah Weldon
Jetlene Worthy

FOUNDINC MEMBERS:
Rev. Willie Barrow

[ezli Baskerville, Esq.

Dr. Mary Berry

Hon. Hilda Mason

Mas, Jewell Jackson McCabe
Hon. Gloris Lawiah

Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton
Hon. Cardiss Collins

Hon. Shirley Wilcher

Ms. Par Tyson

Mary Terrell, Esq.

Dr. Dorothy 1. Height

Hon, Alexis Herman

Hon. Charlene Drew Jarvis
Hon. Nadine Winter

600 New Hampshire Avenue. N.W. @ Suite {125 » Washington, D.C. 20037 @ (202) 338-0800 ® Fax (202) 625-0499

MEMORANDUM

TO: Sojourner Truth Committee/Supporters
Dr. C. DeLores Tucker

Chair, National Political Congress of
Black Women, Inc. (NPCBW)

FROM:

Dr. Janette Hoston Hacris
Chair, NPCBW Sojourner Truth Committee

RE: Sojourner Truth Meeting

DATE: May 27, 1997

Please be advised that there will be an important meeting on the
Sojourncr Truth issue on Tuesday, June 3, 1997 at 6:30 p.m. The
meeting will be held at the Mayor's Office Building at 441 4th Street,
N W in the 10th Floor Conference Roum, Room 1030.

Please plan to attend this meeting. We will be discussing strategy now
that the Women’s Suffrage Statue is in the Capitol Rotunda, as well as
a planned protest on June 26, 1997 - the date that a celebration for the
raising of the Women’s Suffrage Statue has been scheduled.

It is our position that ANY STATUE REPRESENTING THE WOMEN’S
SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT SHOULD INCLUDE SOJOURNER TRUTH
and that the raising of the current Women’s Suffrage Statue to_the
Capitol Rotunda should not be celebrated without Truth’s inclu'smn.
Furthermore, a separate statue of Sojourner Truth is unacceptable.: as is the
doctrine of separate but equal enrunciated in Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896.

We hope to see you at the meeting, but if you are unable to atfend,_-
please send a representative. Also, please feel free to bring your friends

and associates with you. We would appreclate your RSVP by telephone
or fax by June 2, 1997. :

C:/WP51/struth

/ /40//,7#
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SUPPORTERS OF THE SOJOURNER TRUTH CRUSADE

et May 1, 1997
Over 100 organizations have endorsed our effort, and the follawing organizations have
gwitched in suppart from raising the Poctrait Monument to join our coalition: African-
American Women's Clergy Assoctation, Delta Sigma Theta Sorvrity, Nstionat Council of Negro

Women, and the Natiomal Assaciation of Colored Women's Clube

ORGANIZATIONS'

AFGE, Local, 3407

African-American Business Association
Africon-American Chamber of Commerce
2000 African-American Women
African-American Women’s Cleryy Association
African Methodist Episcopal Women
AFSCME, Local 240}

Ain't I A Woman, Inc.

All Nationg Baptist Charch, D.C.

Alpba Kappa Alphs Sorority

American Friends Service Committee
Ameccican Women Heritape Socicty, Inc,
AMO Fyandation

A Woman's Polrt of View (Philadelphia)

Austin Basiness Cluster

Baitiwore OIC _

Baptist Converrtion of D.C. and Vicimity '
Baptist Ministcrs Conitrence of Norilera Virginia
Betbunc-DuBois Inctitate

Black Leadedship Forum

Black United Fand of Women

Black Wemen Health Project (Philadeiphia)
Black Women United for Action

D.C. Democratic Women

Delts Sigma Theta Sorority

Family Rescarch Council

Federally Employed Women

Freach Caribbenn Culturul Organization

First Baptist of Glcanarden, MD

Grand Tenrple Danghiters of the Elks

Independent Women’s Coancil

Instinde for Responsible Fatherhood and Family
Revitalizati

JU.G.S., Inc.

Kings Landing Women's Scrvice Club

Labor Wowren's Roundtable, AF1.-CIO

Linkx, Inc.

Luftaby Guild

Many Flavors Productions Qrganizations

Martiw Luther King Assaciation for Non-Viclence

Martin Luther Kiag Ir, D.C. Support Group

Maryland Museum of Alrican American History and
Culture Commission

Mctropotitan Democratic Women's Cltb (MWDC)

Motivation Instituse of Philadclplua

NAACP Ad Hoc Labor Committes

NAACP, D.C. Chapter

NAACP, Prince William Coanty

Black Women's Bar Association Nationsl Assciation of Black Coonty Officialy
Bilack Womnen's Nerwork (Milwaukee) Nationzi Asseciation of Biack Plecred Officials
Black Wornen's Playwrights Nxtional Assuciation of Black Women Atlorneys
Business Orgaaized to Help Natleaa! Association of Colored WomenTs Clubs
Center for New Black Leadership Nationst Association for Equal Opportenity
CHUMS, In, Nxticual Assacistion of Negro Business and
Coalition of African-Amcrican Culture Organizotion Professional Woenen's Chabs
(Pennsvivania) National Assaciation of Pelltical Women, U.S.A.,

Coslitlon of African-American, Inc.

Conlitigm of Black Trade Union, D.C. Chapter

Coalition of 100 Black Wowcn

Congresa of Nafional Black Charches

Coegressional Black Cuncus Spouses

Correctivanl Womes's Missionary Socicty of the
AME Chwurch

Council of 100

D.C. Commissiot on Women

‘National Organizations shown in boldfaar

Nations! Associstion of Stedent Affadrs
Professionals

Namianal Association of University Women
(Philadelphia)

National Bapeist Associstion, Inc,

Natlonal Besuty Culturists League, Inc.

Natianal Cualitdon of Black Voter Participation,

Inc,

National Coalition of Labor Wamen

Natioagl Council on Educatiom and Public Servies

National Cosacil of Negro Women

National Federntion of Blsck Women'y Business
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Owmers .
National Fodcration of Democratic Women, D.C.

Chapter
National Negro Poblishers Assnclation

" National Organization of Black Elected

Legisiative Women
Nautional Political Coagress of Black Women
Natiowal Uniun of the Homeless
National Women of Achicvement, Inc.
Network of Black Women for Justice
Opportunities Industrial Coners
Qur Author's Study Club
Prince George's MO.M.S
Pruject 21
Prajoct 2
St Pzol Baptist Churcl, Capital Heights, MD
Shiloh Baptist Church, Alcxandria VA .
Sixtcenth Street Heights Neighborhood Association,
Sojoutracr Truth 200* Antrivercary committee, Battlc

_ Cronk, M

Sojoamncr Truth Committes, Nogthanpton, MA
The Gosped Truth of Miami, FL.
UNITE, AFLCIO
United Biack Fund
University Chwurch, D.C. Martin Luther King
Unitarian Universalist Charch Service Committeoe
Umban Leagpe Guild (Phifadelphia)
Ward 8 Teunis Counctl, Inc,
Washington Conferencs Branch Women's Mission
Society of 2% AME (Detroit)
Women in the NAACP (WIN)
Wamen of the Southcrm Christian Leadership

Couaference
Women st Work
Youth Achievers, Inc,
Zeta Phi Beta Secority

INDIVIDUALS*

Mir. George H. Anderson
MAG ingustries .
Bishop Vimtoa R. Anderson
Wond Cousd of Ciurches, President
Dr. Candaco Ashiey, D. V.M.
Animal Cinie of Anacosfia
Dr. Denise Baer

Beorge WWesshgion Universty -

%Mﬁhd&wulhmmaaﬂy&xpuqmunuf
identification,

Cong
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Hon Cora Masters Barry
Firat Lady of Weshengion, D.C.
Ms. Geraldine Boykin
GPS8 Pailicsl Strstegists, ino.
Mg Meda Chamberfain
NCMWV LA, Cheptar
Mr. Ralph Clark

Hon. Lois DeBenty
National Conference of State Legistetors, Chatr

" Dr. Janet Hosiun Harris

Hixtorlen and Netonal Presidand,

Nagonal Couacl on Ecduceiion entd Pk Secvios
Dr. Dorothy 1, Height

National Councll of Negre Wenan, Prasident
Ma. Beverly Houston :

Odyssay Crulass

- Ms. Dora McDonald

Dr. Tulisnpe Malvetux
Ecommist

Mr. John Davidson Miller
descendant of Suser §. Anthany

Ms. Pzed Miaphy

Hon. Hazel O'Leary
forswer Sucretary of Energy

Ma. Grace Whie Ware
daughiar of Doy Oigrmy T1eA Suragist Medres Pean Khite
Ron Duane Watson
Stule Senstor, Calionia
Dr. E. Payc Williams-Dail, Beq.
Del Markating Group, i,
Dr. Nizra Sodarkata
' President, Linaain Urdveraly
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NATIONAL POLITICAL CONGRESS OF BLACK WOMEN, INC.

600 New Hampshire Avenuve, N.W, » Suite 1125 ® Washington, D.C. 20037 (202) 333-0800 « Fax (202) 625 0499

Questions Frequently Asked of

SATIONAL OFFICERS: the Sojourner Truth Committee

CHAIR
Uon C. Delores Tucker _
BT e o CHAIR THE EFFORT TO RAISE THE VICTORY MONUMENT HAS BEEN IN

SECOND VICE CHAIR PROGRLISS FOR SEVERAL YEARS. WHY ARE YOU SUDDENLY

;. Denorh Lewis OPPOSING IT NOW?
TEIRD VICE CEAIR
Nicole McPherson . o .
RECORDING SECRETARY The cffort to raise the Victory Monument originated in plans to celebrate the
Tahiya R. Nyabuma 73th anniversary of the ratitication of the Nineteenth Amendment -- on August
TREASURER 5 ) , o
Rev. Glotia E. Milla 21. 1995. African Americans are deeply committed to the vote as the central
GENERAL COUNSEL hynchpin of freedom and citizen's rights, and many prominent African
Maxiae Bethel Cade, Esq. American leaders and groups (including the NPCBW) supported the
BOARD OF DIRE CTORS rededication of the Nineteenth Amendment Victory Monument for which we
Giinda Anderson marched as well. But what is being proposcd now reflects a different agenda --
m’;&& a statue to reflect the women's movement. We do not believe now, nor did we
Hen. Vivian Caver believe then. that the Victory Monument encompasses the work that women of
Cymhia Downs color did under great suffering for women’s suffrage, and for equality for
8‘;‘:‘3‘1&%‘““ B2 working women. The effort to raise the Victory Monument was mounted with
Glo Ivory the best of intentions. but we must work together to ensure that a statue for all
Trish Morris-Yamba women is placed in the Rotunda.
Haze| Obey
Arnette Rugovater
Thomasina Rezd, Esq.
i’aﬁm;‘i VS";:"’”” THERE ARE EFFORTS TO ERECT A STATUE IN HONQR OF
Hion, Congie Stakes SOJOURNER TRUTH IN BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN, AND IN
Hoao Mabel Thomas NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS. WHY AREN'T YOU WORKING
Yvene E. Thomas, Esq. 9
Hoa. Onah Weldon WITH THEM?
Jerlege Worthy

In fact we arc. Both groups have endorsed our efforts.
FOUNDING MMEMBERS:

. Rev. Willie Bacrow
"\ Lezli Raskerville, Eeq.

\ Dr. Mary Berry THE VICTORY MONUMENT WAS REMOVED SURREPTITIOUSLY FROM

, Hon Hilda Mason

Mo Jewell Tachomn MeCase THE ROTUNDA AFTER ITS DEDICATION AND PLACED IN THE
Hon. Gloria Lywlah BASEMENT -- WHY SHOULDN'T IT SIMPLY BE RESTORED TO ITS

Han Eleagor Holmes Nont ' : : 7
Hon Cotinn Conie 1072 RIGHTFUL PLACE AS MANY HAVE ARGUED?

. Hon_ Shirley Wilcher
Ms. Par Tyson ~ The claim that the Victory Monument has a privileged right to display in
m::ghl:’;;m the Rotunda is false. First, the Victory Monument is not in the basement -
Hon. Alexis Herman " -itis on the first floor of the Capitol immediately underneath the Rotunda

Hong, Charlene Deew Jarvis

Hon. Nadine Wiater 1
Mrs. Corera Scon King

Rz, Addie Wyan

3 VPoosd Gpctnla e T )
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in a beautiful room called the “Crypt” which, as one of the building’s principal display
areas, is a featured stop on the official U.S. Capitol tour. Second, the Victory Monument
was given to Congress by the National Women's Party with a guarantee that it would be
removed from the Rotunda immediately after the dedication ccremony on February 19,
1921 (It was moved to the Crypt on February 17th).

SOJOURNER TRUTH WAS NOT ALL THAT IMPORTANT TO THE SUFFRAGE
MOVEMENT. WHY SHOULD SHE BE ON A STATUE WITH ELIZABETH CADY
STANTON, SUSAN B. ANTHONY AND LUCRETIA MOTT?

Sojourner Truth is listed in every history of the suffrage movement even that edited by
Clizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage in their History of
Woman Suffrage (published in 1881). Truth never learned to read and write; unlike the
more privileged suffragists, we do not have her own written words to study. There is
dispute over her wording in the famous “Ain’t I a Woman? speech she gave in Akron,
Ohio in 1951 -- but no one disputcs that she gave it and doing so saved the meeting from
disaster. In her time, few could read and write - it was her unparalleled speaking ability
(she was bilingual in Duteh and English) that convinced many to support women’s rights.
Truth, like her fellow suffragists, started by working for abolition. and spurned all
inherent right of privilege: more broadly than other prominent advocates of women's
suffrage. she argued for working ciass women. Supporting herself as a domestic, Truth
contributed a unique vision of equality, no doubt arising from her travels as an abuscd
former slave whose own children remained in slavery after her own emancipation.

THE STATUE MAY BE HISTORICALLY INACCURATE. BUT THAT WAS JUST THE
WAY THINGS WERE DONE THEN. WHY CAN'T WE JUST LET PAST HISTORY
SPEAK FOR ITSELF AND USE A PLAQUE EXPLAINING THE ISSUE AS AN
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY? AFTER ALL, THERE SHOULD BE A STATUE OF
A WOMAN IN THE CAPITOL ROTUNDA.

We agree that there should be a statue for women in the Rotunda, and it is true that the
Victory Monument reflects a racist era where segregation was institutionalized. But this
onlv means that contributions of African Americans were not recorded —~ It does pot
mean that African Americans did not work for suffrage. Not only was Sojourner Truth a
suffragist, so, too, were many African American women, including the Delta Kappa
Theta sorority which marched in the 1913 suffrage parade during Woodrow Wilson's
inauguration demanding suffrage for women. All women's groups marched in
alphabetical order -- but the Delta’s were asked to march at the rear, behind the “Z’s™.

. They demanded their proper place, and as a result, marched with the “D’s”. To erect this

\ status to represent all women'’s suffrage endorses racism and scperatism. The cxclusion

2



4
Cong Eleanor H Norton @oo07

08/11/97 WED 13:48 FAX 202 225 3002

ot women of color is not history -- it is an inaccurate portrayal of history.

DESPITE ITS FLAWS, THE VICTORY MONUMENT WAS DEDICATED IN HONOR
OF THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT, AND AS SUCH HAS A UNIQUE CLAIM TO BE
THE WOMAN’S STATUE.

While the Victory Monument has served as a rallying point for feminists. it is also the
personal vision of one woman'’s view of feminism -- Adelaide Johnson. Known as the
*Sculptress of the Woman's Movemeat,” Johnson, in the words of Edith Mayo, an art
historian who has studied her work, had a lifelong ambition “to place such a monument in
the Capitol™ and hcr art “was a political statement of her feminism.” The statue was not
commissioned by the leaders of the women’s movement; it was instead promoted by

\ Johnson first with the National Armnerican Women's Suffrage Association. and then later

/ with NAWSAs rival, the Woman's Party, after a bitter break with Susan B. Anthony
who strongly opposed the placement of her statue in the Capitol.

ISN'T THIS JUST ANOTHER ATTEMPT AT “POLITICAL CORRECTNESS” OR
IDENTITY POLITICS -- AN EFFORT TO ENSURE DIVERSITY IN AN HISTORICAL
ART OBJECT?

No, it 1s not -- it 1s an effort to represent history accurarely and do the right thing. Over
100 organizations have endorsed our position. including the Unitarian Universalist
Service Committee (Susan B. Anthony was a Unitarian. and the Akron speech was given
at a Universalist Church) and the American Society of Friends (Lucretia Mott and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton were Quakers) both endorsed our position. as well as contributors
to the Suffrage Statue Campaign and descendants of Susan B. Anthony. [t is our position
that any statwe representing the women'’s suffrage movement should include Sojoumer
Truth.

THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE CONMMITTEE HAS PROPOSED THAT A SEPARATE
STATUE OF SOJOURNER TRUTH BE PLACED ALONGSIDE THE VICTORY
MONUMENT IN THE ROTUNDA. WHY ISN'T THIS ACCEPTABLE?

In 1954, the Supreme Court declared that separate is always, unequal is Brown v. Board
of Education. This is the foundation of a more just socicty -- that our children learn from

\ the very first that sepregation is wrong even if the quality of the materials is the same.
Art is symbolic; the placing of a separate statue recreates the discredited, racist history of
“separate but equal™. Surely this is not the message we wish America’s schoolchildren to
see when they visit the nation’s capitol.

L4
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20 REASONS TO OPPOSE CELEBRATION OF
THE PORTRAIT MONUMENT WITHOUT THE
INCLUSION OF SOJOURNER TRUTH

1. The Portrait Monument excludes Sojourner Truth who is widely
acclaimed by scholars and students of the women's movement as
a ninoteenth century leader, suffragist, and fighter for equal
nghts for all.

2. H. Con. Res. 216 (passed by the House on September 26th, 1997
and the Senate on September 27th, 1997, with no hearing or
reports or floor debate) misrepresonts the suffrage movement
by presenting Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan
8. Anthony as the only “ploneers” worthy of recognition “in the
movement for women'’s suffrage and the pursuit of equal rights.

3. Sojourner Truth was a national leader who traveled throughout
the United States on behalf of women’s suffrage and equality.

4, The goal of placing a statue in the Rotunda honoring women is a
laudable one—- but the Portrait Monument is controversial and will
serve as a divisive symbol.

S. Susan B. Anthony herself objected to the display of the statue In
the Capitol (preferring instead the Library of Congress)—- sparking
a bitter break between the National American Women's Suffrage
Association and Adelaide Johnson, the sculptor of the Portrait
Monument, who then took her work to the rival National Women’s

Party.

6. The Portrait Monument has been defaced as sacrileglous-- it was
inscribed with a statement that many people of faith (including -
suffragists like Sojoumer Truth who found inspiration In their
faith) found offensive — and no display of the statue can be
historically valid without reviving this controversy.

7. The size of the Portrait Monument has forced the removal of the
statue of Roger Williams, a noted defender of religious freedom
from the Rotunda ( It is now located in an area of the Capitol
not accessible to the public).
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8. The Portrait Monument is historically inaccurate In excluding

- Sojourner Truth because she worked with Ellzabeth Cady
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia Mott for suffrage— the
purpose of placing works of art in the US Capitol Is to serve as an
educational display for future generations.

\ 9. The Portrait Monument Is a notoriously unattractive statue--
: often reforred to as “Three Ladies In a Bathtub” that risks bringing
ridicule on the women'’s movement.

10. The Portrait Monument Is a large 13 ton statue that will look out
of place among the refined statues already on diaplay in the
Rotunda, and some fear that the weight of the statue will damage
the Capitol Building if placed on the second floor In the Rotunda.

11. To display a separate statue of Sojourner Truth is an affront to
. all Americans — including the early women suffragists who began
in the abolitlon movement— who oppose the discredited :
separation of whites and blacks known as “separate but equal” in
established law in the 1896 Plessy v. Farguson decision until

overtumed in the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education declsion.

12. The women’s movement must make visible what has become
Invisible today—the continuing exclusion and denlal of the work
of women of color to women's suffrage. In 1995, the Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc. was refused permission to march in the 75th
Anniversary recreation of the 1913 suffrage march on the grounds
that the Deltas had not marched in 1913. In a humillating effort to
reciaim their rightful place, the Deltas had to obtain proof from the
Natlonal Archives to be permitted to march in 1995. The dedication
of the Portralt Monument on February 16, 1921 ( Susan B. Anthony’'s
birthday) was made by Jane Adams saying that ¢ We are solemnly
gathered here to plface a significant milestone on the long road of

self-government which has widened to include one enfranchised -
group after another. Now at last the women are coming into their
own. None have worked more eagerly than women and their
victorious banner along is free from the stain of blood ™ _ in 1997 —

as in 1995 and 1913 marches and in the 1921 statue dedication, the
movement remains stained with racism-— this must not be the
legacy that we leave to our children.
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13. No private funds should dictate the display of any art or other object
in the US Capitol because this sets a dangerous precedent for .
private influence in the peOple's house. '

14. The Sojourner Truth Crusade has been endorsed by prominent
academics and citizens including some descendants of Susan B.
Anthony and contributors to those supporting the Portrait
Monument.

15. The more than 100 organizations who have endorsed the Sojourner
Truth Crusade deserve a hearing before the Congressional Women’s
Suffrage Commission who will decide on a permanent statue.

16. The National Women’s Party in donating the statue to Congress,
agreed to arrange for the removal of the Portrait Monument from
the Rotunda immediately after the public dedication ceremony to
the crypt, where it has been on continuous display since 1921.

17. 'l'ho Portralt Monument is not in the basement; it Is displayed on
the first floor of the Capitol in a prominent display area. :

18. To put the Portrait Monument on display in the Rotunda for one
year is slily and a waste of public resources— the Congressional
Women'’s Suffrage Commission should recommend a permanent
statue honoring women in the Rotunda. Further, moving such a
large statue increases the risk that the Portrait Monument mnght
suffer serious damage.

19. Should the Portrait Monument be moved, it should be placed In a
display ( in a women’s art museum or a women’s history museum
gsuch as proposed by the private Suffrage Statue Commission

‘_ headed by Karen Staser) where it’s significance and history may be
\ properly displayed in the contaxt of the woman’s movement,

20. The Suffrage Committee raising funds has already acknowledged _

that Sojoumer Truth should be mcludod—- the major dispute is
how this should be accomplished.

June 3. 1997
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“Ain'tEA Woman™ peech i 1851

LET UN ALL JOIN IN

SUPPORTING THE |
ASOJOUVRANER THUTH
CHUSADE A

4 “' \i\g . .

DF_CDeLores Tucker VG Akhﬁ =

LET US ALL J“OWIN g
SUPPORTING THE

\ CRUSADE

IT Sajournce Tryth were alive todiy, she would be raising “haly hell™ over being

slighted in the placing of a co-called “Sulfrage Statue™ in the Rotunda ol the U. S.
Capiol. )

In her gpirit. De. € Delores Tucker. president-founder, Mational Political
Congress of Black Women, has aroused and mobilized more than 100 organizations,
including saenc White groups, o righttul indignation over the efforts of a White
feminist gruup 1y Move u Monument th women's suffrage frons the crypt area of the
U. S. Capitol, where it has been fur 76 years, and ploce it in the Rotunda without (e
full represcnintion o Sojeurrner Tradh,

At u packed press conlerence on Capitol Hill this pust week. an angry Dr. Tucker -
s3id, "The history of Sejourner Trutle's contributions to the sullrage movement nre
well-documented, There was no voice more clgquent than hers. She was left out of
history and hetrayed then. And now, on [he eve of the 215t century, they are trying
1o lcave her ol of history and betray her again. But [ say to you this day and in the
hallowed halls of Congrage that thiz ¢harade shall pot stand. There Js much tolk
(since we rniscd the issue) abuut duing a sepaeate statue of Sojouener Truth. On the
surfage. that sounds like A noble gesture. But (o ine, it is nothing but (he separote but
cqual doctrine that ushered in the 20Mh century ™

We emphatically agree with Dr. Tucker, the Nationa) Political Congress of Black
Womean snd the wore thap 100 oither organizations which have joined this
campaign. Those lamiliar with histery know that Sojourner Truth diccovérad the
new women’s movenent in [850. Me. Truth developed a relationship with Lucretia
AMott, Suxan B Anthony nad Cliraberh Cady Stanion, whose prflles are projected
oa the manunwnt, It swas at the second Women's Rights Convention that Ms. Truth
dedivered her famous “Atn't I A Woman™ speech in 1831,

We call upnn our friends in the L5, Congress to uaderstand clcarly the prlnclples
invalved tn this Sojourner Truth ceusade. and that is that American history has to be
inclusive and represenionive of Hhe comtributions of all Americans. There should not
he a question in e minds of any nembers of the U.S. Congress that Sojournce
Truth e g degend sl symbol of one of the most courageous women figlers in
Amencan hiciery fur the cmancipaion uf both Biack slaves and women of uli cojort
from second class citizenship. Ia this fght. justiee will nnt be denied?

The AFRO-American Newspapers and other members of NNPA, the (rude

| assecintion of the Rlack prese. are proud o be a pant of this crusade in (he Spirit pnd
\ leeacy of Sainurner Truth

-—————




Sufﬁage statue
in Rotunda still
being opposed

By Rcbin Leary
Trbune Siaft

Despite the Womaa's Sutfrage
Stawue being maved to the Capito!
Rawunda on Saturdav, women's
2roups have vowed ¢ continue heir
fight until Sojourner “ruth is alse
included with the three other white
suffragists aonorzd by e stacue.

“Since it has been moved. we
intend to make sure that there will
e no czlebeation of any staue sym-
bolizing tae suffrage movement
withowt hoaoring its chief advecate
anc spokesperson Sojourmer Truth,”
said Dr. C. Delores Tucker,
rational chatr of the Nadonal Politi-
cal Congress of Black womea.

Tuckers's group, ajong with
about 133 atier religious, pelidcul,
civic, und civil nghts groups have
voiced their opposition Lo the stalue,
which features Lucretia Mo, Susan
B. Anthony and Ehzabeth Cady
Suntwon.

Siate Rep. Cvathia McKinney.

- D-GA, who telieves Congress acted

©o hastily last year in agreeing to
waise the Suffragette Statue, intro-
duced legsiaion lust maoath o have
the raising of the starue postponed
but it was moved anyway.

While the women behind the
campaiga have offered to kelp in
secing that a separate statue of
Sojourner Truth be placed in the

iContinued on Page 3-a)

- Women’s groups vow to
continue fight for Truth

(Contiaued from Page 1-4)
Rotunda. after the stame of the three
women is setiied. that offer falis
short of what some Black womea
are asking ‘or.

“We wen'tsenle for separate but
equal.” sasd Tucker, ™ and thar's all
this offer ties 0 do. We don't wasnt
the theusands af Elack young chil-
deen going past thai staue © believe
that oniy white women wers respon
sible for getting wqﬁcn the vote, nct
when we know Scjoumer Truth as
well as hundreds of Black women
were marching and working in the
mevement (0o0.”

.Tucker likers this incident to one
she said occurred with the Deltas,
the second largest sorarity of

African-Amenican women. in [995.

“Many of laese same women
involved with this statue project
didr’t want the Deitas w0 merch i 2
puaride rememberire 3 1913 suf-
frage march and isked trem 1o
march n the back of the parade
because they thought Black women
1adr’t participated’ in the first
macch,” recalled Tucker. ™ It wasn 't
sntil he Deltas. the second larsest
sorority of Black wdmen in this
counry. went back o their archives
ind showed photos of Black women
marching that these while women
backed sway from their position.”

Tera Banks. execative director of
the Philadelphia Martin Luther King
Association far Non-Viglence, has
also said that having that statge ep-
resent the suffrage movemen: wouid
perpetuaie a false history.

"Aay sutue reflecting hc
women's suffrage movement must:

izctude Sojourner Truth ar else it
would be persetuating the curuissioni

of Alrican-Amercans in history —

- as thus has been 1 mzjor soncem m

hisiory th: rougnout the centurv,” said’
Banks. “These types of omissiong:
have misinformed not only Ameri-:
cans. but people throughoat the:
world about the viue and cormbu—
uons of African- Americans.™

As for wha: can be done now ihat
the Woman's Suffrage Statue is in
the Rotunda. Tucker said that she’
and others are wocking on plans 19
prevent any celebratioa of the .
statue. Tucker declined io say
whetber she and opponents would
protest at any planned zelebration ol'j
the statue, '
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ALKING POTNTS ON RETURN OF “PORTRAIT
MONUMENT” TO ROTUNDA AND NATIONAL
- OUTREACH OF STATUE CAMPAIGN

The National Museunt of Women's Histary (NMWH) has requested the date of
June 23 or June 24. 1997 for the rca'edlcanon ceremony of the "Portrait Monument”

in the Capirol Ratunda.

BACKGROUND

The “Porwrait Monument” was dedicated in the Rotunda on Feb. 15, 1921 but within 24
hours Congress moved it into a stozage room in the Crypt and removed its gold-gilt
inscription. After four feiled legislative attempts to retutn the maonument to the Rotunda
(1928, 1932, 1950 & 1995), Congress unanimously passed legislation to do so in
September, 1996.

The “Portrait Monument” hongrs Lucretia Mott Elizabeth Cady Stagton, and Susan B.
Anthony for their leadership 1n the womarn suﬁzge movement - a 72 year struggle for

jght to vote for the majority
enfranchised through this bloodless revomnon than lh:ougb the Revolutionary War or the
Civil War.) This statue honors all women. As docurrented, the artist deliberately left aa
unfinished portion to symbeiize all the women wha fought for women's right to vote and
those in the future who would continue the fight {or jusiice and equality for all.

For the past 76 yeurs citizens bave fought to rerum the statue of Mott, Stanton, and
Anthony 10 its nghtful place in the Rotunda where we honor the most significant
leaders of our representative democracy.

The last endeavor 1o retumn this statue was led by NMWH's National Woman Suffrage
Statue Campaign. We gained the unanimous support of both Houses of Congress, 80
organization’s, and thousands of indlvlduals, and raised $75,000 for relocation costs.

Among the 80 organizations supporting the Campeaign were:

AA

of American University Worren

African-Americen Women's Clergy Association

1
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Black Women's Agenda

Business and Professional Women, USA
Coalition of Labor Union Women

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. (African-American org.)
Democratic National Committee

Nationel Association of Colored Women's Clubs
National Asseciation of Cotunissions for Women'
National Council of Negro Women

National Federation of Repyblican Woarnen
National League of Women Voters

National Muscum of Women in the Arts

National Women's History Praject

Republican National Committee

Republican Network for Women

Congressional Supporters include:

Speaker Newt Gingrich, Sea. Trent Loty, Sen. Tom Daschie, Rep. Dick Gephardr, Sen. Barbara
Boxer, Sen. Diane Feinstein, Sen. Sheila Frahm, Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, Sen. Nency
Kassebaum, Sen. Barbarm Mikulski. Sea. Patty Mumay, Sea. Carol Moseley-Braun, Sen.
Olymapia Snowe, Sen. Ted Sleveps, Sen. John Warner, Rep. Jennifer Dunn, Rep. Sheila Jacksor.
Lee, Rep, Nita Lowey, Rep. Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Susan Molinari, Rep. Connis Morclla, Ref.
Eleanor Holmes Norton, Rep. Marge Roukema, and Rep. Maxine Waters.

- Under the direction of House Concurrent Resolution 216, all contracts with vendors to
move the statuc have teen signed and are being implemented.

. There sre no caneallation claudes in the conmacts. The National Museum of Women's
History (NMWH) is liable for the full amount of the venuacts arranged by Congrass.

- The National Woman Suffrege Starue Campaign rmade an inclusive and diverze outreact
to wornen's organizations across the nation 10 gain their support. The National Politieal
Congress of Black Women (NPCRW) and their President, C. DelLores Tucker, were
forrually invited to join this endcavor on three occasions during the two year campaign.
Althovgh they had ample oppormumity to raise their concerns. they waited until onemonh
after the legislarion had passed and conuacts had been signed to dernand that the “Pormiut
Vionument” no: be raised unless Sojoumer Truth was carved inio it.

\ . NIYIWH bLias surveyed our supporters and fonnd that they want Congress to procecd

with the rededicarion of the “Portrait Monument,” incorporating recognition of
Sojourner Truth.1nto the cercmony, and to support legislation for a statue of Truth.
None of the organizationy have withdrawn their support for returning the “Portrait
Mooument” to the Rotunda. NPCBW is the only group who bas raised any

objection.
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. NMWH has met with Dr. Tucker twice in a good-faith artempt to address their concerns

Rep. Eleannr Holmes Nogton is now interceding on our behalf.

As explained to Dr. Tucker, NMWH cannot absorb the financial damages it will ineur
should we break our contracts agd cance] the rededication ceremony.

So far, NPCBW has rejected the fol]oﬁ'ing proposs|:

L. Support legislution to commission statue 0f Sojourner Truth or one with all four
suffragista and make the announcsment of the legislaticn at the historic rededicaiion cerermony.

2. Hawve 1 bust of Sojourner Truth present at Cer=mony.

3. Recreate one of Sojourner Truth's famous specehes or some other dramatic event at
the ceremony.

4. Add a deseription of Sojourner Truth's contributions to the plaque accompanying
“Porgmit Monument"” in the Rorunda. '

5. Nationally publicize Truth’s contributions alang with Metr, Stanton, and Anthory
privr to and at rededicatien ceremony, and in the printed program. '

6. Ask Dr. Tucker to speak at the ceremony.
Recognizing the historical importance of Sojourner Truth, NMWH will proceed as foliows:

. NMWH will profilc Sojourner Truth along with Mott. Stanten, and Anthony in a national
publicity camnpaign (through Burson-Marsteller) prior to and during the rededication
ceremony of the "“Portrait Monurment,” and in rthe printed program.

. WMWH has comrissioned a bust of Sojourner Truth to b2 on displey during the
rededication ceremony and, if accepted, to be donated to Congress.

. NMWH supports legisiation now being drafied by the Congressiozal Women's Caugus to
commission a starue of Sojourner Truth and has invited Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton te
makec an announcement &t the rededication ceremeny.

. NMWH has invited Dr. Darathy Heigh-, President of the Natonal Council of Negro
Women,/ghc most prominent African-American women's organization, to spsak at the
rededicaton ceremnony.
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SPECIAL NOTE:

. Mom Stam_on. and Anthony were prominent abolitonists. Mot and Stanton actually mat
in London in 1840 at the World Anti-slavery Convention. (Newlywed_ Stanton and her
husband were such stsunch abolitionists that thay incorperated their hc;ucymoon iato
attending this convention.)

. Having participated fully in the American abolition movement, Mott and Stanton were
stunned 10 kearn that they could not attend the 1840 World Anti-slavery Conveation
because they wers women. They discussed the fact that they had barely more legal
standi:ng that the slaves they were trying to free and that they should devote some of the r -
energics 1o weomen's rights.

. The seeds of ths 1848 Wamen's Fights Convention in Senees Falls, N'Y weze planted
that day. Mott and Stanton organized the convention and Stanton authered and dclivered
the famnous Declaration of Sentiments. Anthony joined them wo years later. All three
devoted the rest of their lives o leading the woman suffrage movement,

. Sojourner Truth was a prominent abolitionist, suffragist, and preacher. After the Civil
War she worked for freedmen’s relief in Washingron, D.C., and for their resettlement in
Michigan and New York. She fought egainst discrimination in public transportation,
developed and lobbied for a plan to resettle freedmen in the West at government expene:
and supported the Kansas exodus, 2 spontaneous mcvement of thousands of freedrnen
from the South.

. Sojourner Truth made her famous “Ain’t [ a Wornan™ speech at the 1851 Akron, Ohio
Women's Rights Convention. Nell Irwin Paintar, African-American historian and
biographcr of Sojourner Truth, makes the following commenrts about the event in her
recont book, Sejaurner Trurth: A Life, a Symbel, on page 129,

“Contrary to legend. Truth had not braved a hostile white crowd, for the erowd was
friendly. She had not stopped a malicious male attack on wormnen, for the men supported
women’s rights. Nor hed she saved 2 mess of cewering white women, for the women
spoke with confidence. But Truth did sec her presence in the meeting 3s a rousing
success. Writing to her friend Amy Post, she said she had met “plenty of kind fraends just
like you & they gave me 50 many kind invitations [ hardly knew which to aceept frst.”

. Rep. Eleanor Holmes Nerton and cther historians [cel that honoring Sojoumcr Truth only
as a suffragist diminishes the byeadih of her contnbutions to America.

. The missior of the National Muscum ¢T Women’s History' is to restore the rich and diverse
heritage of women 10 mainstream culture. We look forward to continuing our work to heraid
Sojoumer Truth and other impormnt African-American suffraglsts, as well as the profound
multi-cultural contributions nf women throughout the werld.





