
Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a publication. 

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room. 



B".« av. v. 

I 
OF AOIOI 

4 f 

1 ^ 

1̂ 

1 ' 

^ ^ ' ^ t ^ A* 
x 



Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a publication. 

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room. 



Gender, Population 
(SI Development: 

0 

United Nations Population Fund 



Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a publication. 

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room. 



Is 



Clinton Presidential Records 
Digital Records Marker 

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative 
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff. 

This marker identifies the place of a publication. 

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose 
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or 

visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room. 



[>** 



UNFPA 
The workshop built on priorities identified by young 
women at a joint UNFPA-CEDPA conference for youth, 
held in advance ol the Beijing Conference. 

Advocating the voices of young women... UNFPA is 

collaborating with the Thomas Craven film corporation, a 

private U.S. company, ro produce a video on the needs, 

views and aspirations of young women the world over. The 

video will include footage from the 1995 joint UNFPA-

CEDPA "Voices of Young Women" conference, the Beijing 

Conference and ICPD. The video, which offers a chance to 

hear young women speak for themselves on issues ranging 

from their health, education, the environment and povertv, 

will be made available for broadcasr to national and 

educational television stations in developing and 

industrialised countries. 

GENDER EQUALITY, EQUITY AND 

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT 

THE BEIJING PLATFORM FOR ACTION and ICPD 
Programme of Action state that it is essential to design, 
implement and monitor, with the full participation of 
women, effective, efficient, and mutually reinforcing gender-
sensitive policies and programmes that will foster the 
empowerment and advancement of women. They note at the 
same time that the goal of gender equality around the world can 
only be achieved by working in partnership with men. 

INITIATIVES: 

• Monitoring progress by governments in reaching goals 

relating to women's empowerment... UNFPA is 

supporting the Women's Environment and Development 

Organization (WEDO), a global network of women's 

organizations, to translate international commitments to 

women into national "contracts." Working in coalition 

with global and national women's groups, WEDO will 

strengthen NGO mechanisms for monitoring and 

publicizing progress 

made bv governments 

in implementing 

agreements and deci­

sions reached at the 

Beijing Conference 

and ICPD. 

-The '-Beijing Platform, for/Action 
: states that women's empowerment 
-and their full participation,oh thie 
basis of equality in all. spheres of 

; society, including participatibn in . 
v Ae ;decision-m'akingj process and 
access to power, are funddmental 
for- the ^achievement^pf equality, 
development and peace. ; 

Studying male sexu­

ality in and out of 

the family... UNFPA 

is supporting the U.S.-based research group, the Population 

Council, to undertake a study on the attitudes and views of 

adolescent bovs and men on subjects including sexual and 

reproductive behaviour, decision-making about contraception, 

and their role in the family. Extensive research and interviews, 

to be conducted primarily in Africa, Asia and the Middle East 

over a period of three years, will help to define areas for new 

strategies aimed at enhancing male involvement in reproductive 

health and familv life. This research will complement work 

currently being done bv the Population Council on adolescent 

girls and women. 

Mainstreaming gender into all UNFPA programmes and 

projects... UNFPA is assessing how gender considerations can 

be effectively integrated into all aspects of its reproductive 

health, population and development strategies and advocacy 

work. This means asking questions like: which institution is 

most capable of implementing projects in a gender-sensitive 

wav; how will projects impact on different categoties of women, 

as compared to men; how to involve women and men in 

different phases of projects; and how to monitor gender con­

cerns in UNFPA programmes and projects. 

Gender training for UNFPA field staff, NGO and national 

project partners... UNFPA, in collaboration svith the 

Netherlands' Royal Tropical Institute (KIT), is helping local 

institutions in Zimbabwe, Indonesia and Egypt to develop 

training manuals on gender, population and development. The 

manuals, which can be adapted for use in other countries, are 

intended to support efforts to mainstream gender considerations 

in population programme and project development. 
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U N F P A IS C O M M I T T E D to implement ing 

the PLuform for Act ion adopted by more than 

1 80 nations at the September 1 995 Fourth W o r l d 

Conference on W o m e n in Be i j ing , Ch ina . 

The Platform for Act ion reinforces key concepts 

and goals agreed to at the 1994 International 

Conference on Populat ion and Development 

( I C P D ) , and advances several crit ical areas of 

concern to the Fund, inc lud ing a commi tmen t 

to sexual and reproductive rights as human rights, 

gender equaliry, equity and the empowerment of 

women, male responsibil ity, and the e l iminat ion 

o f all forms o f discr iminat ion and violence against 

women and girls. Fol low-up activities by U N F P A 

to the Bei j ing Conference wi l l be undertaken 

w i t h i n the f ramework of the programmes 

already init iated to implement the I C P D goals 

and recommendations. That is, U N F P A should 

focus its fo l low-up activities to the Bei j ing 

Conference on those recommendations which 

are w i t h i n its own mandate. 

In addi t ion to activities at the countr) ' level, 

U N F P A , through the Gender, Populat ion and 

Deve lopment Branch o f the Technical and 

Evaluation D iv is ion , has in i t iated fo l low-up 

activities to the Bei j ingConference in three main 

areas ot focus: 

• Women ' s H u m a n Rights 

© Adolescent Reproduct ive Heal th 

• Gender Equal i ty , Equi ty and 

W o m e n ' s Empowerment 

These in i t ia t i ves w i l l help s t reng then 

activities at the country level. 

U N F P A P R I O R I T I E S I N T H E P O S T - B E I J I N G E R A 

WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS 

T H E B E I J I N G P L A T F O R M F O R A C T I O N and I C P D 

Programme o l Ac t i on recognise sexual and reproduct ive 

r ights as human r ights, thereby a t f i r m i n g them as an ina l ien­

able, in tegral and ind iv is ib le part o f universal human r ights. 

The two act ion plans also recognise that v io lence against 

women is a v io la t i on o f their human r ights. Together they 

call for the prevent ion and e l i m i n a t i o n o l all forms o f 

v io lence against w o m e n , youth and ch i l d ren . 

INITIATIVES: 

• Strengthening national- level advocacy and legislation for 

enforceable reproduct ive r ights.. . UNFPA, in collaboration 

wi th the Cen­

ter for Repro­

duct ive Law 

and Policy, a 

U.S.-based 
a d v o c a c y 

g r o u p , w i l l 

work with law 

and po l i cv 

NGOs in 51 

count r ies to 

review and 

promote na­

tional policies 

and legislation that improve women's access to a full range of 

reproductive health care, and that advance women s rights, 

particularly in the areas that afford them reproductive choice. 

Regional analyses of the laws and policies wi l l be published and 

widely disseminated. 

Weav ing reproduct ive and sexual r ights into the work o f 

U . N . human r ights treaty bodies... U N F P A is wo rk ing to 

establish mechanisms to begin m o n i t o r i n g and report ing 

reproduct ive and sexual rights in the six U . N . human tights 

treaty bodies, namely, the Commi t t ee on the E l im ina t ion 

o f A l l Forms of D isc r im ina t ion Against W o m e n , the C o m ­

mit tee on C iv i l and Poli t ical Rights, the Commi t tee on 

Economic and Social Rights, the Commi t t ee on the Rights 

Reproductive rights embrace certain human .: 
: rights recognised in national and interna--
. tional legal human rights ^documents,.. 
including the'basic right of all couples and . 
individuals to decide freely and resppnsi:;; 
bly the numberand spacing of ibeirchildren,; 

./and; tb have the informalion, education 
•and'riiMhs'to do; 
• highest standard of sexual and reproduc­
tive health; the right ,to.; mdk^ 

nation, coercion and violence.- - .: •• , 

of the Chi ld, 
the Commit tee 

on the El imina­

tion of Racial 

Discrimination, 

and the C o m ­

mittee Against 

Torture. 

' Violence against women- encom-
- pdsses but is not limited to: battering, 
f; rape, systematic rape; marital rapie, 
;,rVoh"spousaryiolence> sexual abuse, 

sexual harassment,', dowryrelated: 
...violence; female genital mutilation; 
^prfenqtajVsex -^election, ;.ferivdle5 

infanticide, and other trdditiondl 
^hdrmful ' practices; ^ 
(•nancy] forced sterilization; forced use> 
-^Sf'confrdceptiy^^ 

St reng then ing 

w o m e n ' s re ­

p r o d u c t i v e 

health and h u ­

man r ights networks. . . UNFPA and U N I F E M are jo in ing 

efforts to strengthen the constituency o f women's reproduc­

tive health and human rights organizations. In addi t ion, the 

two U . N . organizat ions w i l l develop a f ramework for 

mainstreaming reproductive rights as human rights in their 

programmes. 

Sexual rights' include tlie hu­
man;, r ight lb f women To have 
control oyer and decide freely 
and responsiBly on motters 
r e l d t e d Tof- t he i r Ve 'xudl i ty , 
including sexua| and reproduc­
tive health, f ree of coercion, 
discrimination^ and IviolenceT' 

He lp ing to make sexual r ights and freedom f rom violence a 

real i ty.. . UNFPA is stepping up its fight against female genital 

muti lat ion (FGM) and in 

March 1996 conducted a 

technical consultation on 

the subject. UNFPA has 

produced a framework for 

integrating activities relat­

ing to the eradication of 

FGM intoits three core pro­

gram me areas: reproductive 

health, populat ion and 

development strategies, and advocacy. UNFPA, together with 

U N I C E F and W H O has issued a joint statement on the 

eradication o f F G M . 

Promot ing health security for women as a human r ight. . . As 

part of the WTdO-sponsored Global Commission on Women's 

Health, UNFPA is working to improve the health status of 

women and girls. Work ing wi th in human rights frameworks, 

the Global Commission is developing new policv guidelines 

and advocacy tools aimed at enforcing the rights of women and 

girls in areas like violence and education, towards the overall 

goal ot health security. 

ADOLESCENT REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 

T H E B E I J I N G P L A T F O R M FOR A C T I O N and I C P D 

Programme ot Ac t i on h igh l i gh t gendet-based d i s c r i m i ­

na t i on against young 

w o m e n and gir ls in 

the area of heal th, in ­

c l u d i n g sexual and 

rep roduc t i ve hea l th . 

Toge the r they call for 

new h e a l t h p t o -

g rammes, developed 

w i t h the par t i c ipa t ion 

of you th groups, that 

meet the educat ional 

and service needs ot 

a d o l e s c e n t s . T h e y 

note that the ef for t to 

address a d o l e s c e n t 

reproduct ive health is 

u n i q u e l y i m p o r t a n t 

f o r the h e a l t h o f 

v o u n g \v o m e n and 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n , fo r 

w o m e n ' s se l f -deter ­

m i n a t i o n a n d . in 

many coun t r i es , for 

e f for ts to slow the m o m e n t u m o f popu la t i on g r o w t h . 

INITIATIVES: 

m H e l p i n g y o u n g w o m e n p a r t i c i p a t e i n d e c i s i o n s 

t h a t a f f e c t t h e i r h e a l t h a n d l i v e s . . . U N F P A is 

w o r k i n g w i r h the C e n t r e for D e v e l o p m e n t and 

P o p u l a t i o n A c t i v i t i e s ( C E D P A ) to i n c l u d e g i r l s 

and y o u n g w o m e n in the f o r m u l a t i o n and i m p l e ­

m e n t a t i o n o t dec is ions r e l a t i n g to t h e i t r e p r o d u c ­

t ive hea l th and e d u c a t i o n a l needs. Y o u n g w o m e n 

leaders f r o m all reg ions o f the w o r l d p a r t i c i p a t e d 

in a w o t k s h o p and d r a f t e d f o l l o w - u p a c t i o n p lans 

t o t i m p l e m e n t i n g the B e i j i n g and I C P D r e c o m ­

m e n d a t i o n s for i n c l u s i o n in n a t i o n a l , loca l and 

y o u t h - m a n a g e d r e p r o d u c t i v e hea l t h p r o g r a m m e s . 

To daterthe heeds and rights of-
adolescents in the area.of sexual 

; and reproductive- health' have 
been largely ignored by existihg 
programmes, as by~sbeiety at, 
large. More than ,15 million girls^: 
aged 15 to 19 give birth every 
year. One in 20 adolescents' 
contracts d sexually transmitted „ 
disease, with the highest rates 
occurring in youth 15 to 24 years, 
of age. In many developing ' 
countries, 60 percent of all new; 
HIV-infecrions are among 15 to 
24 year olds: Two million girls, 
undergo female genital mutilation. 
every year. And 10 percent of 
abortions,: or as many as five 
million , per .year, are - among ; 
women 15 to 1.9 years of age. . 
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