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An Invitation to the White House: In Celebrat_ion of American Culture
Foreword

J. Carter Brown
. Director Emeritus, The National Gallery of Art

Introduction

HRC lays out the central role that the White House has played in
American culture, her feelings about the House, her approach to renovating
the House, and the use of the House for a variety of functions.

I. The President and Mrs. Clinton Request the Pleasure of the Company of

A. The best of American arts and culture

Installation of Tanner and O’Keefe

White House Crafts Collection

FAPE R
Kennedy Center Honors -
[Donor’s Dinner — not right name]

Pritzker Prize Awards

Sculpture Garden

WETA

Millennium Evenings

Text discusses the great variety of events celebrating American arts and culture and
how evenfts of all types have been used to showcase a broader variety of performers.
[look at Carol Vogul outline]. Also discuss: choice of art for the residence, including
private quarters (note photo with DeKoonig, Kandinsky, Chihuly in Center Hall);
Administration’s support for the arts and arts education; the President's Committee on
Arts and Humanities; and the use of the White House as a welcoming place for the arts
(expansion of the Arts and Humanities Awards, featured in next chapter, from a smali
elite luncheon to a big south lawn event; large number of arts events at the House; use
of the House to showcase American artists). Important to discuss all facets of the
Millennium project, including Millennium evenings, Save America’s Treasures, and
Millennium partners.

[sources: Capricia, Melanne Verveer, Ellen Lovell, Betty Monkman, Capricia’s list of
validators)



B. Honoring Americans

Special Olympics

Marine Band

CINC :

Arts and Humanities Awards

Olympic torch

. Sacagawea

Collage of other awards, such as Medal of Freedom, Medal of Honor, Microenterprise,
Teacher of the Year, Coming Up Taller, President’s Service Awards, Heritage
Fellowships [won't have photos for all and it's okay to mention others not pictured]

Text discusses the important symbolic role of the WH as a place used to honor
Americans from all walks of life and fields of endeavor [not just the elite], and how we
use the WH to welcome and celebrate them.

[sources: Melanne, Lynn Cutler (Sacagawea), Tim Shriver (Special Olympics),
Capricia, Colonel Foley, Janet Langhorn (wife of Sec. Cohen)(CINC)]

C. At work for America’s future

Child care conference

Health Care Express bus on south lawn - -

Human Rights day

Pediatric AIDS event

Bill signing — education bill IDEA

Adoption event

AmeriCorps swearing in

Billy Graham meeting (also mention Prayer breakfasts — no photos)
Summit on Children’s television

Working Mothers event

Text discusses various events held in the White House to draw attention to important
issues, bring together policy leaders on important issues, and celebrate key milestones,
such as the signing of legislation. Americans expect the White House to address the
critical issues of the day. The Clinton Administration has brought new issues to the
forefront and included people who never expected to be invited to the White House.
Note engagement with Tribal leaders — major event in 1994 -- unprecedented. Note
bipartisanship — including reps of both parties in policy events.

[sources: Nicole Rabner, Jen Klein, Shirley (on AmeriCorps), Theresa Loar (Human
Rights Day), Lynn Cutler (Tribal issues)]



D. America and the world

Middle East Peace Signing and related events, meetings

State Dinners: Korea, Japan, Columbia, Argentina, England, Russia, South Africa,
Ghana

NATO :

Major focus (step by step process) on Havel State Dinner.

. Text discusses the use of the White House to advance partnerships with other nations,
including the role of the State Dinner throughout history and currently. Shares how
HRC has showcased American cuisine and culture to an international audience, while
at the same time deferring to their culture, making them feel welcome (for example,
choosing food ingredients they are familiar with, entertainers they like). Discuss change
from French food/service to American, more contemporary cuisine. Coverage on
CSPAN, open to the media (and how this affects entertaining). How guest lists are put
together. '

[sources: Melanne, Capricia, Walter, Mel French/Molly Raiser, State Department (need
recommendations from Mel French), Ambassors (Ireland, Latvia, England, Ghana)]

E. The People's House

Easter Egg Roll
Press Picnic - —
St. Patrick's Day

Text discusses the importance of WH as the People's House, the volume of visitors
(tours) and great diversity and numbers of our guest lists, and our efforts to bring the
WH to the homes of people who wouldn't otherwise get a glimpse through televised and
cybercast events.

[sources: Capricia, Robin Dickey (Easter), Larry Butler (NSC, St. Patrick’s Day),
Melinda Bates and Bryant Withrow (tours), Betty Monkman, Debby McGinn]

Preserving the House for History

Blue room

State Dining Room

Grand Staircase

West center hall

Music room

Family Dining room
Preservation committee event



Text discusses approach to renovating state rooms as well as private quarters. Role of
Preservation Committee. 200" Anniversary of the White House.

[sources: Kaki, Betty Monkman, Carter Brown, other Preservation Committee members
(per Betty Monkman/Kaki), Neil Horstman (White House Historical Association), Gary,
Rex Scouten]

. II. A Day in the Life: Behind the Scenes

What goes on behind the scenes in the White House, from the ushers and social office
to the issues staff and Millennium Council.

[sources: Capricia, Gary Walters, (others), Ellen Lovell (Millennium), Nicole Rabner
- (issues)]

lil. Christmas: An American Tradition

[sources: Capricia, Debby McGinn, Nancy Clark, Gary, Roland, Waiter]

IV. Making this House a Home

POTUS birthday party

Chelsea Graduation (cake only)
Carville/Matalin engagement party
Rodham/Boxer wedding

Maggie Williams shower

Mandy Grunwald shower

Movie screening

First Lady birthdays

Rooftop 4™ of July picnic

Text discusses the WH as a home for the First Family.

[sources: Capricia, Maggie]

V. Recipes

Provided by White House chefs.
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to thmk about this unprecedented oﬂ"lce Asa Iearned. thoughtful man Who cares deeply -
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throughout the rew land, drawing together its people A | it had to be created in eﬂ‘ect,
L ﬁ-om seratch To that end one of the great mrssrons ofﬂ*‘;resrden:y was to set in motlon
plans for a Presrdent s Hnuse in the nahon 8 new caprtol. the first stone v«nth abrass
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. Ms. Bush toteain the sartie way Just asI' lnv:te the new Fifst Lady~to—be to tea as-wehL/
( T remamlath ax Yhoima
when the tinm conttes. It vas lmmbhng for e to walk through these pnvate quarters

' wherg_ghe Premdent and his t‘amily seek sheltet from the relentless puhhe scrutitty that goes

| ﬁ&%&lm t help but be reminded of the footsteps that have preceded you ‘ﬂ-
Wte 1-.am that. m buth the public and pnvate roems of the White '

. House, yoti feehtte echoes of tustery evety,dey . Ca _me T,
%\ e .
Attha t‘&, began_]rﬂyto understand. perhaps fortheﬁrsttlme, the many ways in
whneh the endunng-prormse et‘the White Heuse transcends politics, and even the
pameular Presldent who lmppens to be in residence Mrs Bush intredueed e to Gery
. Gan
Walters, Chref Usher smee 1976 wh05e sma.l! office is the hub of the House,g:d—whe
_ovetsees the nmety people—-butlers, ushers, carpenters, eursters elecu'lctans, ﬂerlsts. the

chef and the pastry chef. the housekeepers and gardeuers——who take care of the House

full time, Iwasdehghtedto discover
_ howwannand eemm:tted allthese people Wed into the happy | :
| .Féatmosphere they' veereated. Mostahnve r years, Wr decades. and o )N)P '
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we-d  BO/HOd 8IFeL ©BSMSBSIZI+ . HLP) N3AOOGNVH SOWML SYS-oij - Udg|i2) p-L0-Unf



| weekday the rugs in the public rooms are rolled up to admit the 124 trillion visitors from /\ a

- .home and abtoa.d whu come each year to see, for themselves, thf rooms whose names | LI p"ﬁ‘i:i\“"i
‘are s much a part of our legacy—the East Room, the Green Room, the Red Room. the 1\ q&“/\
o _BIueRoom the StateDnrngoo Vhat dif | Gj\(/{‘ﬁ.{U
tm,—butftours are electnﬁed vuth an unusua.l kind of /V
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. #put belund glass‘gu: or out of reach. If&%-a living museum in evety sense, not only
 because t's home to the President's Farmly but also becauszhmo-m.’:.ﬁaae&m-ehis

When we talk about enterimmng in the Whlte House, we mean it in the most

- expanswe senise possible We entertam to hottor singular people or groups of people and

_ | _' : _then' aspirahons and achlevetnents We entertmn ideas, 1deals, a.nd causes, and we. |
| .. entenam 10 say both plea.le and thank you. We entenmn world leaders asa sngn ot‘ respect.,
o | asa steptowatdworldharmony, anclto presentAmeneanhnspxtalﬂtothemaslfxtwere -
a g:ﬁ As oRen as posmbl«.. we reeeh outs:de the Hnusa when we entertmn. and broadcast
' _events over whatever medm are avmlable mcludﬂimaesm the Intemet We

. entert.'un tradmon and the past. even as we try to creat%;tm{f-o; the ﬁ.\ture We
.. i ...entertam on behali o}(f\ Amenca to celebrate the Amencan expenence
We entertain to sﬁowcase the House 1tsel£ Over tite, it's evehwed—ﬂaet

'stewardshlp-ef-ehe-heuse- ] entrusted to the President and First Lady—mmntaunng it.
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B preseh&ng it, addmg to its co_ﬂectioﬁs. and assuring that it-eiﬂ be a house for the fitture -
_ anid fiot just te.Stthenf to ihe past Worhng with the Whlte House' Histotical As'soeiaﬁon.' _
| the Commlttee to Preservs the Whlto House, our cmntors, and expetts throughout the -
'. cauntry onthnstaskhasn:t onlybeen ahﬂMngL@m@ for Bill and me,’aut-has |
- also brought us to study closely every room ift the house. I can't tell you bow many titttes,

Bdl has personally and proudiy gven the tour of the House to gueuts
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o presenting the tem platesofhmtorythat eaehFxrstFamﬂyhascareﬁﬂlylalduponthe '
,\‘o’-’*!- . o WAl L
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(once called the Monroe B oorr9 where Frankhn D. Roosevelt and (the someﬁma unruly)

- .
Winston Churchlli plotted the end of World War Two ge the tranquil solarium on the th:rd

mmm“ﬁem the China Room mhmtory is told through the
magmﬁoent and vaned collectlon of Pmdemlnl/dunn . isi |

hxmsm“on the balcony ofa stmrcasej shere he's spread out -

: hls photogrnphs of compusers, collechon of sheet mus:c. albums CDs-—and saxophone

éhu-sanmher.apeetof the Wlute House _pm-nmquer-&at each Ftrst Fannly fives | ‘)_)
. _c'-h-pﬁmem the midst ofall the pubhc ﬁ.mctxons that swirl around us every day, . 4 hes%o >~/

make the House 1ts hoine. (Ga:y Waltets descnbes his job as the manager ofa btg hotel
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L eaoa.pe—toh‘hat ehaﬂeuge was brought home to me when we were planmng the first
_ =)
maugm-zuon, knowmg that, undemtandably daughter would feel a httle homeslek for

Arkansas Thatenrlyon,Ibegantosensetheoommnmtythatlstheextended\vhite}louse

i Cla e a. awde

- family thh the help ofthe Cumtors oﬂioe, we organized a soavenger hunéwe called _\{;_A ' é»w
. L gqus | v
"I'he History Mystery 'l'our eGhdsel-and;-her-gaeets hed plzza and soda., t.hen spenftﬁe o (/ -

'evenmg roaming all over her new home traelong down iteths of hlstoncal mtportance like
- the Gettysburg Address. and of archnteetural mportance. hke the hxdden stmroase between
tﬁe second and third ﬂoors It was her own maugurahon, and she had a ballgherm
ﬁhnm It also remmdedBlIl andmethatwed:dnthnvetotlptoeerotmd
our new home qg.he.hnmet. this took some practlee) but had the right to inhabit the
House as a place to five and welcome our farilies and ﬁ-lends It's been the privilege of a
B hfe_hmetodoso- "

W adrnimstratx bmught more people to the Ho d broadca.st
a ‘5‘" the fashnon ofthe dayfthe ever ncher Amenoan experlence to the people E’ -""'UL

s what this book s sbout, our legacy as it has expressed itself

in the People s House thmughout our h:story and as it's expressmg 1tse1ftoday KE
at the nu'llennlum Juncmre and it the very pmnaole of our eulture
_ What goes mto every smgle m\ntatlon to the White House today is altnost beyond
o \5(‘:) \, my\a\g Val\x
eomprehensnon——or oertm would be% John md Abagail Adams, 1ts-ﬁest-

: mhabnaatbzhmdtr qmetly forthetrshort four-month tenure. and held onen able (

Jomt houses of Cougrue‘ ared and served by their two’_Zmble
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- Gmnmﬁmhemmphy Frott the Socil Office to the Protocol staff, from ~ ——_ Paney
' the calligraphers to the Pnaslde.nt s own Manne Band, frorn the chef and the pastty chef to |

the flotist md the parks’ cepamnent wh:ch oversees the grounds, entertaining at the

: @ G uhacalu chore.c o puech _
Wh:te House 4 eacf evetit is as important as the last one.

" and the neartm The unmense dedxcatxon and ettergy thnt goes ito this effort every day.
tbroug.hout evexy Admmxstrahon. is, ina real and profound sense, yet another way of
celebmtmg Amenm.

" Ttike to believe that if e could see the House as it works today, and e Teresith
| _memmmewmmm Georga Washmgton would realize his
vision for America.Gd an Amencan culture, eome true. Iam pfoud to introduce you to
~ the White House as the Preudqn and I have known it, and invite you to celebrate. as we
haw&,_ﬂ:is great Amencan culture of ours, from its center stage |

——

oY NEXT CHAPTER OPENS WITH THE GOVERNORS‘ DINNER, 'IHE FIRST BIG

EVENT (ALREADY SCHEDULE'D) TT-IE CLINTON S HOST.ED WHY I'l' WAS SO
MORTANT TO TH'EM THEN SEGUES BACK TO SOM:E OF THE CU STOMS
sunnoum:me FORMAL DINNERS IN THE PAST, AND I'NTRODUCES somz |

i

OF THE CHANGES TI-IA'I MRS. CLTNTO'N MADE TO THE RITUALS.
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An Inwtatron to the White House: In Celebration of American Culture

Foreword

TBD

Introduction

HRC Iays out the central role that the White House has played in

American culture, her feelings about the House, her approach to renovating

the House, and the use of the House for a variety of functions.

I. The President and Mrs. CIirr_ton Request the Pleasure of the Company of

A. The best of American arts and culture -
' 004 vorss ‘\,3

FAPE

- Kennedy Center Honors ‘ A : . S
Donor’s Dinner U""{‘\M u: W \W - ohvw‘“‘ﬁ
* Pritzker Prize Awards Tarwnir (o lceefe
Sculpture Garden S oty §v
WETA - - WM& i

Millennium Evenings |

- Text discusses the great variety of events celebrating American % e &H-
- -arts and culture and how events of all types have been used to showcase a

broader varlety of performers

B. Honormg Amerlcans

-.Marine Band .
Arts and Humanities Awards
Medal of Honor
Sacagawea
~ Collage of other awards, ‘'such as Human Rights Awards, Microenterprise, Working
- Mother, Teacher of the Year, Coming Up TaIIer President’s Service Awards, Heritage

o Medals

Text_ discusses the important symbolic role of the WH as a place
used to honor Americans from all walks of life and fields of endeavor, and
how we use the WH to welcome and celebrate them.



O ﬂ Working for America’s fut_ure (photos to come)

Child care or early learning conference v
National Campaign for the Preventlon of Teen Pregnancy v
Mother's Day anti-gun event

- Prescription for Reading &m\ q»g\M‘vS v
Health care event - ks
Adoptlon event v o Nl;,\,.o t‘\»i\/w
AmenCorps swearing in / Mmg /

Text discusses various events held in the White House to draw attention to important
issues, bring together policy leaders on important issues, and celebrate key milestones,
such as the signing of legislation.

D. Leader to Leader
NGA
CINC .

" Religious leaders

Netanyahu and Arafat
_.~Event involving all former presidents

Text discusses the use of the WH to entertain those whom we engage W|th
substantively.
E. Showcasing America to the world NATo

State Dinners representing Europe, Africa, ASla South Amenca with a special focus on
the Havel dlnner

;=i Textdiscusses the role of the State Dinner througho'ut'history and currently,'- and shares

how'HRC has:showcased American cuisine and culture to an international audience.
F. The_ People's House

Easter Egg Roll
Press Picnic
- St. Patrick's Day

Text discusses the importance of WH as the People's House, the

volume of visitors and great diversity and numbers of our guest lists, and
our efforts to bring the WH to the homes of people who wouldn't otherwise
get a glimpse through televised and cybercast events.



Il. A Day in the Life: Behind the Scenes

- What goes on behind the scenes in the White House, from the ushers and
social office to the issues staff and Millennium Council.

1. Chrfstmas: An American Tradition

V. Makiﬁg this Housé a Home

Private functioné collage

Texf discusses the WH as a home for the First Family.
V. Reciﬁes |

| Provided by White House chefs.



