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AMENDMENTS TO THE CHRISTOPHER
COLUMBUS QUINCENTENARY JUBILEE ACT

TUESDAY. JULY 7. 1987

House or REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CENSUS AND POPULATION,
CoMMITTEE ON Post OFFICE AND CiviL SERVICE,
Washington, DC.

The subéommnttee met. pursuant to call, at 9:30 a.m,, ‘in room
311, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Mervyn M. Dymally [chalr-
.man of the subcommittee] presiding.

Mr. DyMmaLLy. Pending the arrival of other members of the. sub- -

committee, I believe that we ought to get started.
The meeting of the Subcommittee on Census -and Populatlon is
hereby called to order.

I have a brief 'statement. Before I read the statement, I want to .

make one observation. When this. hearing was originally scheduled,
‘the committee staff was under the-impression that we would have
votes taken on the floor today, and thus we anticipated that mem-
bers would be present. Since that time, the legislative agenda has
been moving ‘on such a fast track that the leadership felt it would
‘not be necessary to have votes today, so- many of the members who
were originally scheduled to be with the committee today are trav-
eling today instead of yesterday. It would therefore not be possible
“for us, in my _]udgment to mark up the bill today.
What we will do in effect is take'testimony: Next Tuesday when

the. committee holds a hearing on someé aspect of the census, we

will mark up the bill because I know then we will have a:quorum.

It is a pleasure to convene our hearing this morning on a future
celebration in which'all Americans have a deep interest. Today, we
will hear testimony from a distinguished panel of witnesses on
H.R. 2309, a bill which raises the--Christopher Columbus Quincen-
tenary Jubilee Commission’s present limit on private. donations,
and permits a wxder and more effective use of the Commission’s of-
ficial logo.

The Jubilee Commiission was established in 1983 to. coordmate
the planning of activities for 1992 in honor of the 500th anniversa-

ry of Columbus’ maiden voyage to the “New World.” In recognition -
of the need for appropriate ceremonies to mark -this significant - - -
event, the Commission has sought to ensure that adequate fundmg

can be raised from the private sector:
As the Commission continues its commendable planning for 1992

I urge the Commission to ensure that public part1c1patlon by all
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“ethnic and racial groups be given priority .in its efforts to make this’

an event which brings together all sectors of our society.

I also urge the Commission to recognize the contrlbutxons of

people who already had their own culture and civilization prior to
Columbus’ arrival. The descendants of those people must be given

-ac.knowledgment and respect when we celebrate what is called the

“discovery” of a new world:
Let us also reflect the historical reahty of Christopher Columbus’

" voyages and his landing in the West Indies, in his efforts to ﬁnd a-

westward route to the Orient.
Currently, the governments of Spain and Italy pammpate on the

" Commission in recognition of their historical ties. The West Indies,

particularly Jamaica, the Bahamas and the Do:ninican Republic,
have an equal claim on: thxs celebratlon in light of Columbus’ land-

-ing in-that area.

With the passage of thxs bill, 1 look forward to an exciting and

" spectacular celebratlon

Our first witness is a member of the committee, - Mr Ron de Lugo,
but before he addresses the committee, I am pleased to welcome Ms.
Morella and ask her for any observations she wishes to make.

Mrs. MoRreLLA. Thank vou, Mr. Chairman. I am very pleased to
- be a new member .of the commlttee, and I am particularly interest-
ed in what the organization is planning to do for our quincentenial

celebration. I am looking forward to what you have planned, the
opportunity to go through the amendments that are being offered
to the bill, and certainly as somebody with Italian background, I

am pamcularly mterested in the celebration of Christopher Colum- .

bus and the landing in' the great United States.

So I appreciate being part of this subcommittee with Mr. Dym-
ally and listening to the comments and hearing more about the ex-
pansion of the plans.

-Thank you very much.

Mr. DyMaLLy. Thank you, Mrs. Morella.

I have a statement from the Governor of the Virgin Islands, Hon-.

orable Alexander Farrelly, and I just want to read thé last two
paragraphs of his letter, his statement.

Whatever act of fate caused Christopher Columbus te sail into the mouth of the

Salt River on'St. Croix, Virgin Islands, we are proud of that moment in history. Co; -
lumbus found the Virgin Islands 500 years ago when some people have a difficult -

time finding us today. We are small islands between the Atlantic and the Caribbe-
an, but we are big'in the history of this hemisphere. Our unspoiled, world-famous
beaches still make us the jewel in the crown of the New World.

While Columbus® first voyage is of obvious importance to us all. it was his second
voyage that is of special significance to the United Statés Virgin Islands. We com-
mend and support our delegate for this legislation which would allow this important
jecond voyage to be celebrated as part of the Chnstopher Columbus Quincentenary

ubilee.

The entire statement is entered mto the record.
. (The statement of Mr. Farrelly follows: ]
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STATEMENT

HONORABLE ALEXANDER A. FARRELLY
GOVERNOR '
- UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS

° H., R. 2309
CHRISTOPHER conunaus QUINCENTENARY JUBILEE

. Subcommittee on Census and Population
‘Committee on Post Office and Civil Service .

July 7, 1987

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee. -
Thank you for this opportunity to endorse H.R. 2309, a
bill to amend the -Christopher Columbus Quincentenary
Jubilee Act. This legislation, introduced :by our
Virgin Islands Delegate to Congress, .Ron deLugo,
-allows for a better organized, smoother functioning
National Columbus Quincentenary Commission. And it
" does s0, I might add, without requesting more  federal
.dollars, but by increasing the cap on corporate and
individual contributions toward the celebration of 500
years since Columbus discovered Amerxca. _ ‘

, Now Idon't think 2S havc to s«l1 the Conqross or
your constituents, on an even better celebration of
this historic moment than the cne you  began planning
for in 1984. As we get nearer the year 1992, people
all over the’ western Hemisphere grow more excited
about this quincentenary celebration: the discovery of
America! North America, South "America, - Central
America -- we all were Christopher COIumbus' New
world.



-2-

H.R. 2309 will mean a lot in broadening the jubi-
lee and increasing private financing of the celebra-
tion. But Mr. Chairman, our Delegate has added one
amendment that is particularly important to the Virgin
'Islands.. Ry extending the life of the Commission to
December 3, 1993, this bill would allow for the cele-
bration of the actual moment, 500 years a¢y, that
Columbus, on his second voyage, found the Island of
St. Croix and set foot, for the first time, on soil
that would become the Territory of the United States
of America. . : '

" Wwhatever act of fate caused’ Christopher Columbus
ts sail ines tho mouth of thae Salt River nn St. Croix.
-virgin iIslands, we are proud of that moment in his-
tory. Columbus found the Virgin Islands. 500 years ago.:
when some people have a difficult time finding us
today. We are small islands between the Atlantic and
the Caribbean, but we are big in the history of this
Hemisphere. Our unspoiled, world-famous beaches still
make ‘us the jewel in the crown of the New World.

while Columbus' first voyage is of obvious impor-
tance to us all, it was his second voyage that is of
special significance to the United States Virgin-
. Islands. We commend and support our Delegate for this
legislation which would allow this important second’
voyage to be celebrated as part of the Christopher
Columtus. Quincentenary Jubilee. ' R



Mr. DYMALLY Mr de Lugo.

bT»\Tl',\II-'\T OF HON. R()\ de LUG () A REPRESENT.: \TI\ EIN
“= - CONGRESS FROM THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

Mr. pE. LUGO Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and I thank
you for placing our good friend, Governor Farrelly's statement in
the record. I might say to my friend from Maryland that. I have
difficulty with that word. too. I have it several places in this excel- .
lent statement that was put together by my staff, and I went over
it a couple times this -morning, and I hope I don’t stumble too

- much today.

- Mr. Chairman, members of this subcommlttee T am pleased to

' testify today on behalf of H.R. 2309. I appreciate the chairman'’s ex-

peditious scheduling of this ‘hearing and mark-up, which the Com-
mission requested be held as soon as p0551ble y

This bill, which I introduced on May 7 of this year, is mtended to
amend the Chnstopher Columbus Quincentenary -Jubilee Act,

- which was passed in August 1984, during the 198th Congress. Mr.

John Goudie, the Chairman of the Quincentenary Commission, will
nxplain the amendments in detail. -

In brief, I will simply point out .that the proposed ‘amendments
would enable the Commission to increase-its fund-raising and staff- -

‘ing capabilities and extend the life of the Commission to December

31, 1993, in order to include a celebration of Colu'mbus’ second
voyage. '

Now as the Chanrman just pomted out in quotmg from our Gov-
ernor’s letter, this last provision is of particular significance to my.

- district, and to me and also to my colleague, the resident commis- .

sioner of Puerto Rico, since it was his second voyage—that would -
- be Columbus’ second voyage, not my. colleague from Puerto Rico’s
~ second voyage—back in- 1493 that Columbus landed in the Virgin

Islands and Puerto Rico.
“In fact, the only documented landings under the U.S. flag are in

Puerto Rico and in' Salt River on the Island of St. Croix. I was -
* happy to work with Mr. John Goudie, Chairman of the Christopher
. Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Commnssxon when he- requested'

that I introduce this bill:

I appreciate his assurance that the Umted States Virgin Islands
Columbus Jubilee Commission will play an active role in planning
and participating in events and. w111 form a subcommittee on the

_ full commission.

The landing of ‘Columbus in what is now the Umted States
Virgin Islands was an event of special significance in many: ways.
Six different flags flew over St. Croix in the centuries that passed .

. between Columbus’ initial visit in 1493 and the purchase of the

U.S. Virgin Islands by the United States.in 1917 from Denmark,

. centuries in which the islands were intimately caught up in all the

title changes that swept over Europe and over the old world. Given

all of these links between nations, people, .time and history, the - '

United States Virgin Islands is proud to take an active role in the
worldwide celebratlon of the Qumcentenary Celebratxon of Colum-

"bus.

H
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I commend Mr. Goudie and hls staff for the excellent progress
they have made, and again I thank you, Mr. Chaxrmnn for your
cooperation in moving this legislation forward.

Mr. DymacLy. Thank you very much, Mr. de Lugo.

. Considering the fact that [ was born in the parish where Colum- .
bus landed in 1492, I think'I could get a little mention in the bill, -
too.

Mr. pE Luco. Absolutely. I believe that Trinidad also should play

a role in this celebration.

* Mr. DymaLLy. Thank you very much. Mrs Morella

Mrs. MoreLLA. In the first or the second voyage?

Mr. DymaLLy. He landed in Trinidad on the first voyage.

Mr. pe Luco. That showed good judgment.

Mrs. MoreLra. I look forward to hearing the ratlonale for the
amendments being offeréd and the guestion in terms of the kind of
- money that has already been collected from private sources.

Mr. bE LUGO I know Mr. Goudie will be happy to present. that to
you.

Mrs. MORELLA Thank you. I am pleased that you also have of-
fered these amendments. . :

Mr. pE Luco. Thank you.

Mr. DymaLLry.. Ron, I have one question, and an observatxon to.
precede the question. Some two years ago when this legislation.
passed, Congreasman Gus Savage really scolded me for not having
. taken a more active interest in the bill as a Caribbean person. I
" “confessed I didn’t know anvthlng about the legislation.

But he felt then that 'since Columbus became famous, not for . -

whom he was, where he was born, or who sent him here, but for
-what he discovered or allegedly dlscovered that there was a major -
~neglect in the bill in that the Caribbean was not in the legislation,
and he waged a vigorous campaign to get the bill amended, but it
* was too late, and he did not give up on that campalgn and many -
"heard about this amendment.
He has asked me to introduce an amendment to mclude Baha-
. mas as symbolic of the area where he actually landed and because
of the change in the work scheduled today, he is not here. He may
very well, I think, ask to say a few words. when we mark up the
bill next week What is your response to his amendment to include

. the Bahamas in the legislation?

Mr. pE Luco. I think I would leave that primarily to the Com-
mission: There is some controversy, I understand, among scholars
over that proposal. I don’t think I am in a position to judge it. I
thm}l]c that I would support whatever position the Comm1551on takes
on this.

Mr. DymaLLy. Okay, thank you very much.

Mr. Goudie, would you mtroduce yourself and. your colleague"

STATEMENT OF JOH\ N. GOUDIE, CHAIRMAN, CHRlSTOPHER Cco-
LUMBUS QUINCENTENARY JUBILEE COMMISSION;, ACCOMPA-
NIED BY JOHN ALEXANDER WILLIAMS, DIRECTOR,

. Mr. Gounn:-: I am John Goudie, Chairman cf the Christopher Co-
‘lumbus Quincentenary Jubilee Commission. We want to make
qumcentenary a household word in 1992




LT ,

Mr. Chalrman. members of the, commlttee, good morning. I am
pleased to address the subcommittee today in support of H.R. 2309,
a bill to amend the Christopher Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee
Act. In the summer of 1984, the Congress passed legislation to es:
tablish the Christopher Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Commis-
sion. The Commisson, composed of thirty members appointed by
the President in consultation with bpth Houses of Congress, is
charged with the responsibility of preparing a comprehensxve pro-
gram for commemorating the 500th anmvexsary of Columbus’ voy-
ages of dlscovery in 1992,

That year will mark the third time that Amerlcans have cele-
brated the arrival of Columbus. In 1791, with the tricentenary of
his voyage- approaching, Columbus’ name was linked-to that of
George Washington in choosing the name for the Nation’s Capital.
The following year saw Columbus Day parades and speeches in
New York and Boston and the recognition of Columbus as one of
the heroes of a young nation. _

In 1892 and 1893, a mature nation commemorated the fourth
centennial with an ‘international naval review in New York and
the World’ s Columbian Exposxtlon in Chicago, which proved to be a
landmark in the nation’s cultural hxstory It was therefore fitting-
for the Congress to provide once again for a national commemora-

tion of the fifth centennial in creating this Commission. _
The Commission was sworn into office on September 12, 1985, .

and held its first business meeting in January of 1986. By holding
its inaugural meetmgs in five cities which are planning major com-
memorative activities in 1992 and 1993, the Commission conducted
a form of outreach to civic groups. and cultural institutions inter--
ested in the Quincentenary.

In"January 1986, the Commission held its first working session in
Miami, where in addmon to business sessions, informal meetmgs
were held with public officials and representatives of businesses in-
terested in the 1992 events. In May the Commission met in San
Juan, Puerto Rico, a city whose historic atmosphere is full of re-
minders of the contributions of Ibero-American culture to the civili-
zations of the New World.

In September the Commission met in Chicago, Illmons, the

- planned site of the, ‘World'’s, Fair scheduled for 1992. Here, in'addi--

tlon to this workmg sessions, the Commission met with the leaders
of civic and fraternal groups, with representatives cf cultural mstl-
tutions, and with the Chicago 1992 World’s Fair Corporatlon a pri-

 vate nonprofit group.

The process of outreach continued in Los Angeles, site of the
March 1987 meeting of the Commission, and in Columbus, Ohio,
where the Commission met. last month and approved the report to
be transmitted to Congress by the President this fall which will .
present the Commission’s recommendations for the themes, pro-

grams, projects and events to comprise the national commermora- - -

tion.
Likewise, liaison was established w1th the embassies of Spam

and Italy in Washington and with Federal and with other entities

such as the Bahamas, and other private agencies not already repre-
sented on the Commission, such as the Smithsonian Institution and _

. the’ Natlonal Park Service.
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As the Commission's plans took. shape. it became evident that
changes to P.L..98-375 would be required in order to provide more
effective programs and. activities in preparatxon for the Quincen-
tenary commemoratlon

The Commission is currently authonzed for an annual Federal
appropriation of $220,000, which will continue through 1992. In the
proposed legislation we are not requesting an increase in that ap-
propriation. It is my goal and that of the other Commission mem-

‘bers to make the Quincentenary a self-supporting national activity.

The legislation mtroduced by Congressman de Lugo will enable the

. Commission to raise the. private funds necessary to develop and im-

plement the 1992 commemoration without tapping the Federal |
Treasury beyond the current authorization.. '
. The major provisions of H.R. 2309 would substantially raise the

~limitations on individual and corporate donations and permit a
_broader and more effective use of the Commission’s logo. These pro-

visions: would enable the Commission to seek larger contributions
in order to meet-the needs of the 1992 commemoration. Other

-amendments to the Act will allow the Commission to more effec-
tively conduct its operations leading up to the Quincentenary.

Mr. Chairman, I urge the subcommittee to support H.R: 2309 and
give us-the tools to ensure an appropriate commemoration of this

historic event in 1992. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of

the subcommittee for the opportunity to address you today.
- [The section analysxs of the bill, furmshed by Mr Goudie, follows ] .




STATB‘@T E‘CR THE REI?CRD SUBMI'I"'ED BY JCHN N. GOUDIE.
CHAIRMAN C!‘MS’ICP‘H-:R COLUMBCS CUIMNI'ENARY JUBII.EE CCMMISSICN

.
SEPR T T Dol A e

Secticn 1 of t."'.e bi-"ll makes reference to Public Law-98-37%;
98 Staw. 12%7; the. Christogher Columbus Culrcenterary Jubilee
F-Tor DR ' C '

<

Section. 2 ¢f the bill provides fcr an allcwance of $7,500

fer the expenses of hesting representatives ¢of foreign .
governments. . Congress. recocnized the international character. of
the Columbus  Quincentenary in Public Law 98-375, ard the
Commssmn is frequently called upon to meet with representatives
of the equivalent rational commissions of Italy, Spain, Portugal,
‘g [ ard the Latin American and Caribbean ccuntries. Such a provision’
i . ~weuld allow the Commission to return the gracious hospitality: -
R shown by its foreign colleagues cn numerous occasions at

Lo mtemauonal quincentenary planning meetings. The allowance
weuld be used only in relation to government officials or members
of foreign quincentenary commssions visiting the United States .
.or in connection with international meetings of such commissions.
‘These expenses would be -allowed from funds dorated to the
Cermission, _

Plie sl e A S g ki e O

Section 3 modifies the limitations on donations to the
Commission from individuals and organizatlons. The present cap
.of $25,000 for donations ‘from an individual is raised. to $250, 000
annually and the cap of $50 000 for donations from a foreign
government, a corporation, a partnership er any other person is
.raised to '$1,000,000 annually. After extensive discussicn and
censultation with experienced furid-raisers, the' Commission has
determined that the current caps on donations present. potentially
insuperable cbstacles to the raising of sufficient private
donations to enable the Commission to carry cut its mandate. -
Presently, the Commission is faced with the: need to raise such
- funds in relatxvely small amounts from numerous donors. Fund-

" raising campaigns of this rature entail large initial expenses in
proportion ‘to the amounts raised and are thus more appropriate.

for organizations which can amortize such initial expenditures
over several recurrent campaigns — such as charities, ciwrches,
cniversities, and arts orgamzanons. The Commission, ‘on the
other hand, with its limired annual appropriation of $220,000,
coes not have access to the large initial amounts wblc*x must be
invested at:the outset in such mass funé-raising strategies as
direct mail campaigns. Moreover, its mandate is to create -
programs focused cn a single, ncn—*ecurririq event -~ the
Quincentenary celebrations of 1992-92. ' The recent stccesses of
tre Lcs Anceles Olympics and the restcration of the Statue of
Liberty have demonstrated the usefulness and propriety of seeking -
iarge private contributions for public programs of -great symbolic .
wrportance. ' Raising of the donatien-caps will facilitate the-
Commissien's fund-raising efforts by allcwmg it to build upon

e successes oz these edrlier efforts.
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Seciion 4 of the f:::.ll makes & distircticn pet.een publicly
i¢ $waff merkers ard these paic from private deraticrs. This
will allow the srplicvment .cf such additlonal perscn nel as are
reedsC tC carry cut the rmandate cf the Commissicn, with such
adéiticnal staZf to be paic from grivate donations. Such
érplovess weuld nce _be consicered Goverrment emolcvees for ncst
say, benefits, and other erployment. laws. Ecwever, they weuld: be
ccvered by fecderal laws, relating tc cempensation £or-werk
injuries, ccnfliict of interest ancd claims acainst the Govermment

r'-

“fcr negligence ef employees' in carrying out their cduties. The

ceiling now in force cf a maximum of twenty staff Tembers paid by
Secera!l \fur.ds u:t.ld remain tre sare.

i . .
. L

Secticn S will allcw the Cemm.ssmn mcre flex..blllty iz the T

-choice of exper: advisors to dssist in the plannmc, recognition

aré support of quincentenary projects. Public Law 98-375 charges
the Coammission with the encouragement and cooXdination of
crojects ir. a wide variety of. areas, ranging from scholarly

' research to public celebrations, and thus requires the Commission .

to make decisicns in areas where _expert advice would be helpful.

© While most such experts are willing to donate their time, they.

. identification ¢f Commissicn programs. . Subsecticn (b) (1) cf this

often are unwulmg and unable to donate the expenses of

atterding commission meetings or of meetirg with other experts to
formulate recommendations embracing several discrete areas of -
expertise. The change would allow the Commission to meet sach -
e:'cpenses which would come from amounts: donated to the Comnission. '

Secticn 6 cf the bili will pe:mt broader and more ef‘ectlve
use of the Commission's loge. In addition to its usefulness in
surporting a successful campaign to raise funds, the logo is .
potentially an instrument for governing the dignity and prceriety
of the national Quincentenary celebration, by withholding its use

rom programs wiich do not meet .standards. and object.wes

established by the Commissicn. But the logo cannct be witrzeld
if its use cannrt be granted. Under the present circumstances, .
the Commission fears a preoliferation of logcs, marks ard symols
wriich will ccnfuse the public and prevert the ccherent

secticn duntinues in effect all rules and regulaticns regarding o
the logo issued by the Ccmmissicn. prior to the enactment cof this :
biil, until thc_se ‘rules and regulations ‘are modified, terminatad,
susperded, cr repealed. Subsection (b)(2) permits the
centirnuance of lawsuits or acticns which commenced pricr to tre
eractzent cf this bill as if the dill had rot kteen enacted.
e . . .

Section 7 changes the cdate ci terminaticn of the Commissicn '
frcm Nevemcer: LI,_199: tc December 31, 1993. Public Law 96-375,
especizlly-in izs ‘Section Z, refers repeatecly tc the "voyages”
of Cclurbus and while the wvcvage wnich terminatec at the. .s’and
ne called San _Salvadoer cn Cctober 12, 1492 1s without uoubt the
mest famous of Solumkis’ vcyages, oils 'e'L.r.{ o Srain in 1433 and




Page 2 ' .

. his ‘seccnd veyage tc the, New Werlc later ir that year are éequally
wortlly cf ccrimemoration by the peuple and goverrment cf the
. United States. Cclwbus' return voyage fram America to Eurcpe
was in -fact what c15°.ng\..z.sref‘ him from-all of the other pessible
first Eurcpean visitors to America, for it was this woyage which
established the commmcat:.on between the two centinents which
‘has remained in force since that day. The seccnd vovage in the
fall of 1493 brought Columbus fcr the first and only time to
territory which is rcw part of the United States, when he visited
and ramed the Virgin Islands and landed on the .island of Puerto
Rico on Ncvember 19, 1493. The extension of time will allow the
Commission to remain active through the conclusicn of the
Quircenterary celecrations irn Spain, the Virgin Islands, and
Puerto Rico, and it will provide a more suitable’ amount of time
for the conclusion. of its activities, the writing of a final
report, ard 'the dispcsition of Commission progerty-as provided
for in Sectien 12 (b) of Public Law 98-375. The extension of
‘time does not require additional funding beycrxi the $2,000,000
authcrized for the life of the Commission in Section 11(c) of
* Pub. Law 98-375. The bill allows for apprcpriated funds to be
ava:.lable to the Conmssmn until December 31, 1993 '
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Mr. DymaLLy. Thank you very much. Mr. Goudie, I have a
couple of questions. At the subcommittee markup of H.R. 1492
which established the Commission, there was ‘concern about the
need to have limitations on individual and corporate consider-
ations. These caps were intended to prevent any abuse of any one
person or corporation from exercxsmg undue influence on the Com- -
mission.

What guarantees can you give the committee that if we raise the

- cap that there would be no ‘such undue influence on the Commis-

sion? ;

Mr. Goublik. By the selectxon of members we have on our Com-
mission, I think they are prudent people selected. Fourteen of them
were selected by both houses in Congress, and ten of them were se-

. lected by the Pre51dent. We have done a study of all other commis-

sions that have taken on the responsibilit 3’ having a major cele-
bration such as the Statue of Liberiy and the Los Angeles Olym-

.pics, and we have really understood a way of fund-raising whereas

onelfcorporatlon will not just control this whole Commxssxon in

itse ‘
That is why-1I thmk we have put the cap as $1 mxlhon donatxon

per year so that we can get as many corporations. as possible and

“as'many people involved in the fund-raising aspects.

Mr. DyMALLY. A second issue raised at the time concerned the
possxble commercialization of the celebrations through the sale of
tasteless and inappropriate memorabilia. Do you feel the amended

. bill, which allows the use of the Commission -logo for commercial

purposes, has adequate safeguards against this possibility? -

Mr. Goubik. Yes, we do, and we have in the national registry
ways of different institutions that would like to celebrate the 1992
celebration  to register and submit. their programs to us for our en-
dorsement.

We look at all these proposals very carefully to make sure that

‘they meet the standards that are in the National Registry.

Mr. DymaLLy. Congressman Gus Savage, as [ indicated earlier i in

my opening remarks, has asked the committee to consider an

amendment to include as a non-voting member someone from the
Caribbean, specifically the Baharmas.

"What is the Commission’s response to that amendment" '

Mr. Goupik. We are very much aware of the international sig- .
nificance of this celebration. By the same token, we are the United

- States Commission. There is an international conference-that has
been formed and has already met, I think, five times and we only

have assisted in the last two meetings. We have only been in exlst-

ence for the last two years, they meet once a year.

I think there are 27 of them to date, that is Central South Amer-
ica, Spain, Italy. I believe Japan is forming a commission. Israel is
forming a commission. They meet and we take on the responsibil-

- - ities of how we are going to celebrate this internationally.

So I feel—even though. we are attuned to the Caribbean and
being the first place that Columbus landed—that I don’t know if

-we would need to have a member from. the Bahamas. I work very
~ closely with the Commission chairman of the Bahamas; Mr. Philip

Smith, and we have had already, a conference held in April in the
Bahamas as to exactly where Columbus landed, because there is
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dxspu'e among his frzends. and we have worked closely in domg
programs together.

Mr. Dymarry. Columbus was famous not for what he was— tall,
dark and handsome—or where he came from, but. for what he dis-
covered. We don't even know that he was a very literate person.
He may have been a scholar. I don't know. I don’t have any evi:
dence that he went to Oxford or Cambridge, out we do know he
became famous for his explorations.

But if you canjustify Spain and Itcly, because in one instance he
was born in one country and in another country, he wooed the

. queen of another, and she fell for his. charms, not his intellect, be-
cause he thought he was going that-away, and. he went this-away.

How do you justify omitting the place where he discovered?

Mr. Goupie. We are not omitting it. I believe we are working

“closely with the Bahamas. We have the availability, and it is one of .

the amendments here, to create advisory rommittees as to which
~ we can help celebrate in the Caribbean with all the countries that
would like to be involved with us.

I am not omitting the Bahamas. 1 am. very much aware of where

Columbus landed and what he did: His ﬁrst land- fall was in the Ba-

hamas. .

Mr.- Dymarry. That is purely symbolxc It could be the Turk"

Island or Dominican Republic, but the issue is representatxon from

the Caribbean. But how do you justify Spain? Let's say we want to

" recognize his birth place. Say, he was [talian and that is appropri-
- ate. How do you justify putting Spain in? It is like putting NASA
on the NASA Commission because they fund the space flight, -

Mr. Goubie. As we mentioned before, I recall, earlier, not. here in
this committee, I think Christopher Columbus had a great P.R.
man and basically Spain was the one that sponsored him not only

. for one 'voyage, but for the essence of his voyage was returning to

Spain and. coming back to the Americas four times and Spain spon-
sored all those four projects.: '

Mr. DymaLLy. One could justify putting England on. Most of the
literature came from England back in those days: He must have
read some of the English writers. Why don’t we put England on?

Mr. Goupie. Well, also, Mr. Chairman, you know, I am not dis-
puting which island of the Caribbean, but basically we would have

a problem. He landéd in the Bahamas, then went to Cuba. Follow-.

ing he put up a settlement in Haiti.

Mr. DymaLLy. They may be excited to have‘ Fidel on the Commis-

sion. He will get you more press at least:
Mr. Goubtk. I will refrain from answering that.

Mr. DymaLLy. You probably wouldn’t be able to go back to’

Miami, if you put Fidel on: But let me just say this to you: There is
a body of opinion’ which claims that this neglect reflects very
' poorly on the Commission's sensitivity; that-in' fact Columbus did
. not- discover - Spam, or Italy. He didn't discover. contmental Amer-
ica..He landed in the islands and the Bahamas is simply symbolic
of the whole Caribbean. -

This is what he became famous for ThlS is what made England '

rich, Spain prosperous and productive, Portugal pioneering, and
Italy exotic. It was the result of this exploration that these coun-
tries benefited and opened up a whole new vista.
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Mr. GoubIE. Exactly

. Mr. DyMaLLy. Yet, you neglect this one entlty '

‘Mr. Gounik. No, we don't, like I told you. We are working closely
with the Bahamas. Just having them on our Commxss:on I don't
think we are.neglecting.

Mr. DymaLLy. I am working close w;th the INS Commlssxon and’
I don't care for the immigration laws. I don’t know that it is rele-
vant. Just working:closely with sumeone does not means much '
They are not part of the system.

Mr: Goupie. Thé only thing I am afrald of by opening a seat up
to the Bahamas, other countries in the Caribbean would want to
take the same claim, and we would never stop adding to our Com-.
mission. [ think by having advisory committees within our Com- -
mission, it would help us, number i. Number 2, to work ‘with the
Bahamas like we ‘have.in the last year and.a half and other na-
tions in the Caribbean, to do programs together would be a way of
not neglecting the Bahamas or the Caribbean.

Mr. DymaLLy. I have never been receptive to the argument that
if you open the door, everyone will come 'in. It reminds me of some’
very sad -experiences in'the United States about opening the door-
for equal opportunity, so I have difficulty buying that argument. 1
think pragmatic people will have to recognize that all the islands
can't be represented. But the. Bahamas, since it was the first place
he stopped, might be symbolic of the rest of the Caribbean.

Nevertheless, I would like to have Mr. Smith’s correct. name and
address to communicate with him to find out what the Bahamas
feels about this. If it is their view they don’t want to be on, I will
not push the amendment.

Mr. Goupik. I don't have it on me, but I have it in my office here
in Washington. We will get you that'this afternoon. Y

Mr. DyMaLLy. The original act provided for the termination of
the bill’in 1992. I want you to know there are members of the-

S

Ways and Means Committee who insisted on its termination m. L

1992.

You are asking for an extension. [ want to cautlon that you may
run into problems on the floor for an extensxon Have you cleared
this with the powers that be?’

Mr. Gounie. No, we haven't, but we are not asking for additional
money from the appropriated monies for the extension to 1993. We
would love to include St. Croix, which is a territory of the United
States where Columbus landed on the second voyage. So' that is
really the reason we extended it to 1993. L

Mr. DyMaLLy. Mr Goudie, your. witness. may . respond if he
wishes to.

Mr.. Goubik. Thxs is John Alexander Wllhams, Executxve Direc-
tor of the Commission.

‘Mr.  WiLLiams. We did check ‘'with Chairman Rostenkowskx
There is no objection to the extension since the appropriation is not .
enlarged. It does provide the opportunity to join with the United
States Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico in celebrating the second
voyage, which estabhshed the personnel communication between
the two worlds. :

Mr DYMALLY That is good news. Thank you very much
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Mrs. MORELLA Thank you very much It is fascmatmg to see how
the Quincentenary Jubilee is'encompassing all of the various areas.

T want to ask you some money questions that pertain to the
amendments. I guess it is approprlate to pose the questlons to you,
Mr. Goudie. .

- Right now the staff is limited to 20 publicly pald people

Mr. Gounbik. Correct.

Mrs." MoreLLA. You want to not have any l mit on pnvately pald :

~ employees?

Mr. Gounit. Correct. '
" Mrs. MoreLra. Or staff. How many do you  envision that you

" might want to take on, and have you placed a_cap, maybe. not in

the bill, but is there a cap placed, or do we have the concern for
prohferatlon of other staff? What do you envision? .
Mr. Goubik. If I could let John mpond ‘because -we have a pro-
posal. John is our Executive Director in Was!ungton He would be
more than happy to answer it.
Mr. WiLLiaMs. The cap of 20 publicly pald employees, of course,

"'is purely theoretical since the appropriation is too small to support
20. It would not be until the actual year before the Quincentenary,

the middle of 1991 and 1992 that we would need a staff that ex-
ceeded 25 or 30. During 1992, depending on the extent of programs
which the Commission itself carries out, we would maybe need as
many as 100 people, but that would be for a six-month period only.

We would ‘expect to work with volunteers as well. Even when we
have volunteers, for example, this summer we have interns. One of

. them is a volunteer, and two are paid for by another organization
. on loan to us.

We must go through certam procedures to make sure that these.
young people are covered by workmen'’s compensation and they are
not considered government employees in the fiscal sense, but there '

/is'a certain responsibility.

-The cap is somewhat arbitrary, and we wou.d not like to have an
arbitrary cap. Certamly, if you wanted to include one for privately
paid employees in the area of 100 or 120 for the year 1992, would

| " be satisfactory.

Mrs. MORELLA. nght now, with the $220,000 appropnatlon annu-
ally, I can see how you have great limitations on what you can do,
but you said you could not fund even the 20 that would be allowed.
Do you then envision that you would have like 10 that would be
paid from that allotment and then go into the privately funded?

Mr. Goubie. No; go ahead. -

Mr. WiLLiams. I think in fact we would have fewer than five pub-
licly paid throughout the period, and that our expansnon would be
based on private contributions.

‘Mrs. MoreLLA. My second question has to do'with prlvate contri-

_butions. Have you done an assessment and found out that you do

in fact have possible donors who would give in‘the amount of ex- .
pansion through the amendment? How is fundraising beginning

"~ .-now? What response are you gettxng” What kind of plan do you

have for fundraising? ~
Mr. Goupie. We have a plan, in fact we have a 5-year plan, that.
we feel there is a very big response for the cap we have suggested .

“you change it to. We have programs that are not just one big party
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in 1992. We have a program called the Columbus Scholar which ba-
sically has to do with students that will study “history, languages .

-and cultures and we will be hopefully giving out scholarships for.

the ‘Columbus Scholars. This is a program that will take anywhere
from $20 to $50 million because hopefully we will leave it—it will

~start in 1989 and last through the year 2000 and those scholars will ~

definitely be, there will be a scholarshlp awarded to the scholars to
go to'any university.
We are workmg with five universities now in the United States
There are other programs such as the mobile exhibit that right

" now 'the Bicenterinial of the Constitution has which is an eloquent-.

ly done program that costs around $3 miillion and is still sponsored
by American Express That is.one of the reasons we would like to-
raise the caps in use of tho logo If we would be under our caps now
to raise $3 million we would probably have to do it with many

- sponsors, if they would all put that it is sponsored by American Ex--

~press and IBM and so forth, the mobile exhibit would look like a

-~

.van that would travel the whole United States when they go to

Montana and Ohio and Cleveland.

So therefore if we would have one sponsor for one program of the
nature that we are talkmg about I think that is. the way we want
togo. .

Mrs. MORELLA You are partlcularly homng in_ on major monies
for eéducation in terms of ‘the scholarships and looking for funding
from some big organizations that would get some publicity benefit.
No one is going to do it without getting their quid pro quo, right?

Mr. Goubie. Yes, and they would say they are very proud to
sponsor such and such a program from the Christopher Columbus
Quincentenary Commission.

Mrs. MoreLLA. You are going to need incredible plannmg and or-
ganization.

Mr. Goubik. I think that is what we have done in the last year-
and-a-half. I am very proud of the members you have selected for
tgxs commission and I am very proud of -my staff whlch is only
three.

done?

Mr. Goupie: You afe going to have access fo it in September
hopefully, the 15th when the President submits it to Congress. -

Mrs. MoreLLA. All right. The concept of commercialization was
posed particularly with the use of the’ logo Do you see tee shirts
and Columbus hools hoops and things of that nature being sold in
the great American enterprise system?

.Mr. Gounpie. That is something we can’t ‘stop. There are people
already doing it. If you want to include them in the record we
have letters. This is a magazine or a newsletter put out by “Discov- .

er 500" out of New Jersey. It's very nice, tells everybody what - -

every commission in the United States is doing for 1992 and at the
end it gives-you a form on which you can select books, leaflets,
coins, whatever you would want. This is what we want to stay
away from. We want to deal a lot with culture, history, heritage,
got only of Spamsh or Italian. herltage but the whole Umted

tates.

-

Mrs. MORELLA Do we have ‘access to the planning you have |
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We are really what Columbus never dreamed he would do but we
did it here in the United.States, bringing all these different cul-
tures and peoples.into one.

Mrs. MoreLLA.. Do commercial enterprises have to. check with
you, the Commission? '
Mr. Goubie. If they want ‘to register an endorsement? If they

want to be——

Mrs. MorertA. [ am thinking if thev want to commercmhze a
product or. gimmick with the logo on it. Is there any responsibility

. or obligation on their part to check on it when they get a patent?

Mr. WiLLiams. Under the present law we are not allowed to use
our logo in connection with a for-profit enterprise. So a nonproﬁ

~ organization, like a university .or a public television station, does '

projécts and we have regulations published in the Federal Register

. that provide for a reasoned way of recogmzmg some projects and
" not others.

What the change in the leglslatlon that H.R.2309 would permlt
would’ extend that same careful review to commercial organiza-
tions. Now since we can’t grant the logo to the commercxal organi-
zation they have no incentive to come to us and there is a great .

potential for, as John. pointed out, a.great confusion and a great

commercial cacophony which there is no official control.

All we can do is regulate by example and the ability to provide
official recognition to commercial projects of integrity and impor-
tant educational value will in fact give us the power to do that reg-
ulating by example. |

hMr% MoRreLLA. And you are currently operatmg with a- staff of
three "

Mr. Goubik. Yes

Mrs. MoreLLA. Very good.’ E

Mr. WiLLiams. We have volunteers and others from other organi-
zations. '

Mr. GoubiEe. But agam we are lucky with the membership of the
commission, they have put in alot of time and effort to make it a
great celebratlon .

Mrs. MoRreLLA. I am sure they have. There are some whom I
know and I see one in this room, who is a neighbor and a friend of
mine who is on the commission, . too. I think it is very important
that you_continue to pursue the outreach-——gettmg organizations in-

volved, getting interns involved. Reaching out is really important .

in terms of giving momentum and significance to the effort
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. _
Mr. DymarLy. Thank you; I understand your nelghbor was
brought here to see that you voted correctly. )
Two questions, besides- the logo you have no control over any

"~ commercial effort that could be . exercised or any products that - |

could be sold.
Mr. WiLLiams. That is correct_
Mr. DyMaLLy. They ¢ould use e\'rerythmg but the logo..
Mr. Goubik. Yes.
Mr. DymALLY. You have no control over that, of course.
Mr. Goubik. No, in fact they are doing it now.
Mr. WiiLiams. There are tee shirts avallable from se\eral organi-

zatxons right now.
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Mr. DYMAU y. | want to talk for a moment about the compo:mon
of your comimission, recognmng you were not the appom*mg
‘power.

Do vou have any blacks on the commission?

Mr. Gounie: Yes, we do.

Mr. DyMmALLY. Any Hlspamcs’

Mr. Gounik. Four.

Mr. DymarLy. How many blacks.

Mr. Gounik. One.

Mr. DymaLLy. Asians?

Mr. Gounte. No. _

Mr. Dymarry. Women?

Mr. Goubie. Five or four something like that.

Mr. DymaLry. Okay. .

Mr. Goupie. And they make their presence known.

Mr. DymarLy. So we didn't take into account the fact that the
Chinese built the railroad when we appointed the commlsslon

Mr. Goubik. That is after Columbus.

Mr. DymaLLy. Sorry.

.. Mr. Gounik. That was after Columbus.

Mr. DymaLLY. So was everybody else.

Mr. Goupie. Okay.

Mr. DyMaLLy. So. were the women. So were the Italians. So were
the Hispanics. They .came after. That is what the next witness is
going to tell us about.

At this point we want to thank you for testlfymg Thank you -
very much.

Mr. Goubit. Thank you very much.

'Mr. DymaLLy. Now we have Professor Van Sertima. I take this

~ opportunity to introduce him, not that we normally do this because

I want him to know that he has a colleague on this committee, a
professor, so-if he talks in professorial language we have Professor
Morella to interpret his eloquence to us.
Professor Van 'Sertima is an hlstorlan and anthropologxst a
prize-winning author of the book, “They Came Before Columbus”
and a professor at Rutgers whose spec1alty is African and African-
American studies.

Dr. Van-Sertima, you are welcome and you may mtroduce your-
self for the record. :

STATEMENT OF IVAN VAN SERTIMA. ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
AFRICANA STUDIES DEPARTMENT, RUTGERS UNIVERSITY

Mr. VAN SErTIMA. I am Ivan Van Sertima, professor of African

“studies, Rutgers University. I have recently been appointed by

UNESCO to the 28-member International Commission to Revise
the Hlstory of the Scxentnﬁc and Cultural Developments of Man-

I think it is very 1mportant since I am before a.committee or a

- commission that deals with Columbus and | am the author of a

major work on him, that I should say a few things about Columbus,
his so-called voyages of discovery and evxdence that we have of

. other people that preceded him. = . : :
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It is not my i intention, I want to make it clear, to seek to belittle
the voyages of Columbus, but to place them in a larger and more
liberating perspective. They are not, as most of us would like to be-

" lieve, voyages of discovery. But they are of great significance since

they changed the character of the whole world both the old world

" and the new.

They changed the relationship between the races of man forever

Although it is fashionable to make a special case for one racial
or national identity I want to point out that I.am-a cosmopolis of
almost all old world and new world races. I am largely African, of
course, but T am also Native American, I have Macusi Indian blood
and also European. traces of Dutch, German and Scotish. I am,
therefore, concerned that our vision of the worid of these Americas
take full cognizance of a!l these peoples-and all these ancestors so
th}alt one does not live in constant war and -uneasiness withthe
other. -

The European sxde of me-is- msultmg the Native Ametican side
of me by calling these voyages “voyages of discovery”, also insult-
ing the African side of me by insisting that these are the first of -
such voyages when there is hard archaeologxcal proof of earlier
contacts

"I came here before you to correct this .myth -of Columbus. to .
present a -more objective vision of our American history.

Now, I am not the first to suggest that there were Africans in
America before Columbus. Columbus was the first to suggest it. Co-
lumbus actually said in .he journal of his-second voyage when he .
was in Haiti, then known as Espanola, Native Americans came to
him and told him.that black people had come in large boats from -
the south and southeast trading in gold-tipped metal spears. Prob-
ably Columbus did not believe this and that fact in itself would not
be enough because the so-called black people could be any people.
It could be dark, bronze people from South America. However, Co-
lumbus actually sent back on a mail boat to Spain, samples of

- these gold-tipped metal spears. When the metallurgists in Spain as-

sayed these spears, they found they were identical, not similar, but
were identical in their ratio of gold, silver and copper alloys as
spears then bemg forged in Afrlcan Guinea. .

Furthermore, it-is not oniy the metallurgical evndence but "the
botanists found to their astonishment that when they were- looking
at cotton found in the Cape Verde Islands just off Africa, cotton
which héd been taken by the Portuguese in their settlement before
Columbus—they had taken cottons from Africa which they thought
to be African—botanists found to their astomshment that it was a
form of cotton. which is not African, it grows in the area where Co--
lumbus went and it was found in Africa and in the Cape ’erde

. before Columbus.

Not only that, linguists discovered in the 1920s that the word
being used for these: gold-tipped ‘metal spears,~*‘guanin”, comes
from a series of words, kani, ghanin, et cetera, which were being
used all along that Atlantic Coast of Africa to refer to the gold and

."to refer to these types of spears.

So we have a-combination of things: what Columbus said, what

“the natives told him, what the. botanists found; what metallurglsts
found, what linguists found. and in addition to that every major
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figure of the Columbus contact period sighted blacks among the
Native Americans. .

Fray Gregoria Garcia snghted blacks off Colombla ‘He says so,

“these are the first blacks we have seen in the Indies”. Vespucci,
“returning home, sighted a boat with tall black men. Peter Martyr,
- the first historian of America cites these black men and calls them
_Ethiopian, pirates shipwrecked on the East Coast. Vasco Nunez de -
‘Balboa, after the discovery of the Sea of the South, the Mar del
Sur, reports finding: two black men among Native Americans and
askmg them where did. these men come from and they did not

- know, but that they were in a large settlement off Quarequa in the

Isthmus -of Panama, Lopez de Gomara snghts blacks. So it is not
only Columbus.

However, these visits can be dismissed because they were not’ as.
significant as the Columbus visits. They were prior ,to Columbus
but not as significant because Columbus, by decexvmg people into
thinking that he had found the lands of Cathay, the great lands of

. Marco Polo, was able to draw vast numbers of peoplc in massive .

* continuous movements across the Atlantic and we cannot dismiss
the significance of this visit, but. we should stop referring to,it as
voyages of discovery. No xmportant anthropologist now can refer to
this as voyages of discovery.

Since 1964 the Congress of Americanists ruled ‘that there
- cannot—I quote them—"there cannot now be any doubt that there
" were v1sxts from the old world to the new long before Columbus.”
No one in_the scholarly world outside of conservatives who refuse
" to accept or to look at new evidence accepts that as the voyage of
discovery. Therefore, I am not against this quincentenary celebra-
. tion, I merely want to point out that these voyages should not be
- referred to as voyages of" dlscovery
". 1, as a Native American, find it insuiting and as a scholar I find
it to be unobjective "and ethnocentric to talk- about discovering
other people. Europe has been invaded or entered by other peoples

- ..in many periods, and nobody said they discovered Europe. The

Native American was not involved in -primitive cultures. Columbus
never once set his foot on the: American land mass north or south.
He only wandered in the peripheral islands. In the third voyage -
.three of his ships landed in South America but he, Columbus,
. would not come off the ship. He said he had arthritis. He therefore
never set foot on the American land mass. :

It . was Cortez, the first European of the’ Columbus era, who en- -
tered the heartland of America, and Cortez said and I quote, “when
" | saw their pyramids and palaces and floating gardens [known only
" then in Medieval Ghara and Mexico] and their aqueducts and zoos
and reservonrs and running baths, (he said) I had not seen its like
anywhere.” So that when they were coming across in the area of
the Caribbean which was peripheral and semi-primitive; true that
was something that could be dismissed, perhaps, in terms of techno- -
logical or cultural sophistication, but what they met in the center
- of America was something tremendously important, and it is only.
because of the death or twilight of American civilizations that we -
~ have no idea of what actually was involved m some parts of that
conquest or some parts of that contact -
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I am not here, however, as I say to run down Columbus but
merely to point out the voyages, voyages made much earlier, are
far, far more significant. We have evidence of a voyage that was
made, that was for formative and seminal because it affected the
N ﬁrst major American civilization known as Olmec. This was dated -
in 1950s by carbon 14, a process which only entered anthropology
in 1946. They dated a ceremonial platform in this civilization 'in
the Gulf of Mexico at a time when Mexico was the center of Ameri-
can civilization, not the Mexico of today but Mexico that included
Texas, Colorado, parts of Cahforma, right up to La Plata in
Canada. .
. They dated it 814 plus or. minus 134 BC. There they found aston-

" ishing things. A team from the Smithsonian, from the National Ge-

ographic and the University of California discovered stone heads ..

- with African features. Where this datoog occurred they found four
' stone heads rooted inextricabl in w where they were able to
' make a dating. They found also ‘a pyramid for the first time in
~ America. Whereas they found earlier things at- Copalillo, they have
-never found a pyramid until this period. Nowhere in America is:
this found. They found both the step pyramid and.true pyramid
(conical-shaped). They found it on the north/south axis and orienta-
‘tion.

Nothing, no ceremonial center in Amerlca before. then was built
on this orientation. That is the orientation used by all pyramldal
structures in other parts of the world

Now the big problem that arises here is people ask where are
these ‘people, these people who came? What did they look like?

How do we know they were there? They have found 14 colossal Af-
rican-type stone heads. They are still finding stone heads. One of -
them found in 1862 has.not only African-type features, it has Ethi-
opian braids, a. seven-brald haxrstyle, and none were known in the
Americas before or since.

They have found terra cotta, hundreds of terra cotta, they are

- there in the Von Wuthenau collection. Hundreds of these are dis-
tinct, racially distinct from the Native American population, not. .
only ‘'with different noses and mouths, et ¢éetera, but texture of hair

and an attempt by the American artist to capture and evoke color-

""ation of the skin by oxide dyes used in the clay.

Professor Guadarrama, Wiereinski, Davalos, all have shown skel- ,
. etal remains at Tlatilco, Cerro de las Mesas, and Monte Alban, in

the very civilization and same historical period. They have shown

skeletal remains with skulls distinct from the skulls of the natives

in the grave yards of the same place. Different nasal index, differ- -
ent brow ridge, structure of the jaw, different length in relation-

ship of limbs indicating an Africoid type. -

Apart from any movement of Africoids across the Bermg Stralts
the Bering Isthmus, we have evidence of Atlantic movement. Thxs
. is something that 10 years ago, when I brought out my book, was
dismissed by most anthropologists, but many of them are takmg
Shls very seriously now because we have a growing body of evi-

ence.

One of the most stunmng pieces of evidence is maps. We d1d not
know that America was mapped ‘before Columbus. We have evi-
dence now of this in maps. The Piri Re’is map is something that




te

2

shows us astonishing 'things. The Atrata river in Colombia is -
mapped for 300 miles- accurately. Nobody in the time of Columbus
could map the Atrata River in Colombia. We have. found.the map
indicating that' things although it is a composite of several maps.

... This very map found in the sacked library of Alexandria shows

* the correct longitudinal and latitudinal coordinates between the

African coastline and the American coastline. Nobody even 150
years after the era of Columbus could have plotted those coordi-
nates. We found this is only about half a degree off and in much
later periods it is much more off. We have found the Amazon River
plotted. Nobody had plotted the Amazon River. And we have found , -
evidence of ritual and technological correspondences '

But let me point out that the object of all this is not to belittle
Columbus’ achievements because, even though Columbus was not
the first one to suggest the world was round, he thought that be-
cause the world was round he could go far to the west and end up
in the east. He was wrong because you need an airplane to do that,

- - .and he collided with the edges of the American Continent. Colum-

m bus did not know he dxscovexed the new world. On the third

: vogage, Columbus was sent with six ShlpS around Africa. He landed
in the Cape Verde Islands, and then he sent.three ships along the
earlier route but he took. three ships on the African route which -
the Portuguese told him would be coming in on the edge of South

America. He landed in Trinidad just about a day’s journey from -

South America, and that journey is somethmg that has been shown .

to be very easy.

_ Those routes .take people and boats ‘automatically to America.

- This has been tested 120 times. It is not a speculation. Thor Heyer-
dahl and Alain Bombard have tested African boats on these cur-
rents. Heyerdahl is the most famous. Heyerdahl got the Buduma
people to build an ancient boat used in Africa before Christ. This

- boat was sent in 1969 from Safi in North Africa all the way to Bar-

bados without steering. The currents took them there. Once off the

~ Cape Verde coast currents take things automatically into. America.
Africa is only 1500 miles from America. Europe is 3000 miles away.

- Europe does not have the advantages of these currents. :

§ - People have said the Africans did not have boats. That is not

"true. Africans invented 7 major ships along the Niger. They had

~ the papyrus reed boat, they had the catamaran-type boat, and the

- double canoe, the power cance: They had a range of shlps on the

Niger. They had a range of ships on the Nile. They had 3000 years

of ships on the Nile. Even the Phoenician ships make use of the

,structure of the African boat and -introduce several variations.

Along the Indian Ocean Coast of Africa, where [ spent a year in

- Tanzania studying, ships that carried elephants to China in the

thirteenth century are reported. There are reports of Africans

bringing elephants.to China two centuries before Columbus. - - — . .

I want. to make one point clear. If we want to have a quincenten-
ary, I think this. has to be clear, the part about all these cultures -
and our taking cognizance of all of this. Let us have a commemora-

i . tion in which we take note of what thisi multiple heritage means. I

B know it in my own life because I was born .in South America. I .

~ lived among the Native Americans. I spent 7- and-a-half years in
the forest- W1th them. I spent 10% years in Europe both Eastern
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and Western Enrope. I have spent a year in Africa. So'l am very

well aware of what that multiple heritage means. And if we are to

have a commemoration, let us take the opportunity not to consoli-

d?te a myth but to open a new wmdow upon the universe of peo-
es

Let us have whatever it is we are developmg to take full cogni-
zance of other civilizations here in a true cross-cultural fashion so
we can really speak of ourselves as true Americans, New World
people, because that is what the New World means. It. is the bring-
ing. together of all these old world elements into a new world.

Columbus’ visit would not have been possible without the Moors.
The Moorish invaders brought things into Europe that were totally
unknown. Euror> had its scientific genius, but that genius had to,
draw upon, to be cross-fertilized. by other cuitures.: The . compass
came out of China. That was an instrument on the Columbus ship.
Even the sails that Columbus and Vespucci used were not Europe-
an sails. They were Arab/lateen sails that the Moors introduced
into Europe. Even the gun. The fire stick first appears in an as-
sault of the Muslims on India. The gunpowder technology came out
of China and was brought by the Muslims into Europe.

So, even these elements are part of a world thing. This is what
the New World means. This is a new world in the sense of merging
the genius of the Arab world, of: Africa, of China, and of Europe so
that European genius—was given a stimulus by the pooling of -
these elements, and this is what I wouid like to say when we cele-
brate perhaps the greatest event in terms of changing the hxstory
of the old world and the new.

Thank you.

Mr. DymaLrLy. Thank you, Dr. Sertxma I have got a coupln of
questions for you.

In light of your testxmonv concernmg the presence of African
and Native' American pecoles prior to the coming of Columbus,
what suggestions do you have other than'that which you have al-
ready given, on how we' may make this commxssnon a more rele-
vant commission?

‘Mr. VAN SErTIMA. I think, for example, when .one of the mem-
bers of the.commission was talkmg about the Caribbean that he
should ‘pay much closer attention to what he is saying because the
so-called {lmted States is a recent development and, if you are
talking about Columbus, you: are not talking about something that
happened yesterday in Puerto Rico, in the Virgin Islands. You are
talking about 500 years of history. As it is, that 500 years already
closes us into a little room because many people don't look beyond
that 500 years. You close yourself into an even smaller room by
saying only those parts of .the Caribbean which we can call the
United States should be included in our serious consideration.

I think that suggestion about the Bahamas should be taken up,
and it could be restricted: I can see the danger. I saw that partlcu-
larly in- my own studies. There are so many claims going on about
all sorts of people discovering America and a defensive wall has to
be built up. But if you take the commemoration serlously, I think
that is one’of the things that should be looked at.

I think- also. you should look carefully at the stamps and flags
that will be developed so it doesn’t become an ethmc enterpnse
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snd that one should take cognizance of the multiple heritage of the
Americas. S -

Mr. D¥vMaiLy. Then what is your response to the amendment
that we include some representation from.the Caribbean?
. Ncl,r. VaN SermiMa. I think that-is something that should be pur-
sued. ' o _

Mr. DymaLLy: Thank you very much. -

Ms. Morella? ) E ' _

Mrs. MoreLLA. | am mesmerized by your testimony: I know that
you have got to be a brilliant scholar and professor. I assume. that

much of what you said is probably encompassed in your book. If in -

fact it is not, I hope that we will have a copy of your testimony in
some way. : ' : o '

Mr. VAN SertiMA. [ shall submit the book as well as a more
recent essay and the book that is coming out on this subject, which

. is really sort of a-sequel which comes out next month. I would like

to submit that in the record, bécause that has the latest maps and

- discoveries that have been made by a body of scholars, not just

myself. :

Mrs. MoreLLA. ‘Perhaps even just excerpts from it will be apprb— ,
priate for us and for the commission to be able to peruse, too, be- -

cause | think what you are saying .is really ncot out of touch with

what the commission is hoping to do. Your quest is that of discov- ’
ery not being taken literally because literally this didn’t happen.
But if we are talking about reaching out to all the organizations

without making it ethnic, as you suggested, then perhaps the com-
mission can accomplish that very thing. The fact that America is
made up of many diverse elements and with such a diverse history,
perhaps the commission -can, in the .educational endeavor, reflect
that this history was intertwined with other earlier discoveries-and
people from African nations and South America and ‘all of the di-
versity. _ ' .

"Don’t you think that can beé done in'a harmonious and positive

. manner? :

Mr. Van SerTiMA. Yes, I think that is possible provided that
mythologies of the past are not taken that seriously. I do appreci-

ate that. Columbus is a very important figure, and it would be good.
to use him as a pivot, but I do believe that one should not in doing

so close a door because it is very easy to utter liberal cliches. They
don’t necessarily mean anything. It calls for very serious reexam-
ination of one’s mythologies before you actually get into serious
cross-cultural dialogue with other peoples, because it is very easy

_to say it. It doesn’t take much strength and energy to say it, but to

do it it involves thinking—a rethinking, and that is the reason why
corrective histories have to be developed, not necessariiy to put one

history against another, but in order to prevent some of these un-

fortunate cliches about discoveries going on because there is an

‘insult involved.

For example, we have an instance of Americans actually enter-
ing Europe, a shipwrecked American boat entering Europe. It is re-

ported by the Romans and Germans. But the Americans are crazy -

to claim they discovered Europe. .
But even though we say one is not taking it literally, one some-
times finds in the deliberations you get closed structures that are

-
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rroduced by these words, so even though they may not be taken
iterally or assumed not_to: 'be taken hterally. they create a frame'
of reference which locks one in.

Mrs. MoreLLa. We look to Columbus as the symbol, but, as you'
'say, not with the specifi clty that would lock one into that kind of .
conviction. I can appreciate what you say. It is' not like George
Washington cut down the.cherry tree; I'think that is what you are
saying; so I think this can be-an educational situation, too, Stl”
using Chnstopher Columbus as a symbol don’t you?

.~ Mr. Van SerTiMA. Oh, ves.

Mrs. MoreLLA. Thank you very much for your testlmom

Mr. DymMALLY. Professor, I have a couple more questions.

Is it possible to give us a copy of your testimony?

Mr. Vax SerTiMA. If you transcribe it, you would have it as it is.

Mr. DymaLLy. Fine, very good Does the Commlssnon ha\e a copy '
of your book?

Mr. VaN SertiMa. I do not know, but I am quite w1llmg to
- submit it into the record. and the latest eessays that have been done

in that field. .
7 Mr. DYMALLY What you are saying in effect, that we need to
"have a broader view of this celebration than just the man, the
events, and the people surrounding this célebration are important?

Mr. VAN SerTiMA. Yes. I think it could be used as a window
-rather than as a closed door, ‘because it has been used as a closed

door before, and I am ‘aware that people have moved away from.
those sorts of certitudes, but there is the danger, so to move-some-
what away from that sort of direction——

Mr. DymaLLy. My own judgment is that your testlmon) here in
. the presence of the Chairman and Director of the Commission is-
- very important, because I hope it will set the tone for subsequent
celebrations. This is analogous to Justice Marshall suggesting that
' as we celebrate the Constitution, we ought to look at its shortcom-
ings and use it as a lesson, not to just celebrate without looking at
some, of the' shortcommgs, because it was not in itself a perfect doc-
ument.

-1 thank you very much for your testimony. - '

Do you have any Native Americans on your Commxssmn"

Mr. Gounn-: No, we.don't.

In preparing our report, we have gotten the vision of a very
prominent Native America, Mr. Dave Warren of New '\dexxco

Mr. DymaLvry. Okay, thank you very much.

I note two shortcomings in -the Commission’s makeup. The ab-
sence of any Asians and the absence of a Native' American on the
Commission, and obviously 1 am aware that you are not the ap- -
- pointed power, but the lack of sensitivity about this. issue is some- -

thing that troubles me, and this was true also of the Kissinger
Commission, which studied Central America, w1thout any women
or African Americans on the Commission.

I am very sensitive about that. America is not some white, male,
conservative institution. This is not what we are celebrating. If we
-are celebrating a bringing together of peoples from all over the
world and all colors and all cultures, and if that is the case, it
seems to me the Commission should reflect that. symbohcall" and
I am not so sure it does reflect that. .
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Mr. Goupie. We agree with you totally, Mr. Chairman, and that

is why we are requesting as one of the parts to the bill for us to

- give relmbursement not compensation, to create advnsory commit-
tees of what you are saving right now, not to create a bigger Com-
mission, but basically to create advisory committees as to' Asian-
Americans, Afro-Americans, Indian-Americans, so. all the Amen-

© cans get involved in the celebration.

That is our intent.

- Mr, DymaLLy. Okay, thank you very much

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Chairman?

When you talk about compensation, you don’t mean pavmg
them. You mean to set up the advisory——

Mr. Goubpie. You have got to remember that even though 30
members are all over the country, when I fly them bomeplace for a
meeting, | have to pay then' way. Their rexmbursement is what I
am talking about. - |

" Mrs. MORELLA. I see.- 1

Mr. Goubik. This is government fates.

_} _Mrs. MoreLLA: Is that 350 a day?
. Mr. Gouptk. It'is net per dlem I.don't know what actual ex-
penses are. I don’t work for the government.

Mr. WiLLiaMs. The Commissioners are not pald at all. They have-'
. no per diem'in terms of direct payment. They come to learn of per-
diem as meals and. lodging and that is all they get.

Mr. DyMaLLY. They submit the ongmal receipts?

- Mr. Goubik. Yes.

Mrs. MoreLLA. And you see domg this with any advnsory commit-
tees;-¥y )ou ‘set up from the addltlonal private funding that you hope
to get’

Mr. WiLLiams. Dr. Dave Warren is the Director at the Instltute
of Native American Arts, and he is used by the Smithsonian as an
advisor, and_we have used him as well. but it is strictly a voluntary
effort on this part. He is spending a considerable amount of time at
his own expense and been very helpful in suggestmg and puttmg
together a Native ‘American mtern program now.

However, he does it entirely as a volunteer, and he is not'a rich
man. That is the sort of person, if we had an advisory committee,

~ we would reimburse him for his expenses in working on our behalf.

Mr. DymaLLy. Thank vou very much.

'Dr. Michael Gannon. Would you introduce yourself for the--.
record, please? -

"STATEMENT OF MICHAEL G ANNON, DlREC’l‘OR l‘\'STlTUTE FOR
EARLY CONTACT PERIOD STUDIES, UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Chairman, my name .is Michael V. Gannon
and I welcome the opportunity to testify on.behalf of the :Christo-
pher Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Commission, and in particu-
lar to.express my hope that you and the other honorable members
of the Subcommittee on Census and Population, Committee on Post
Office and Civil Service, will consent to amend legislation, H.R.
" 2309, that established the Quincentenary Commission so as to.in-
crease the levels of monetary contnbutxons that might be made to
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the Commlsmon s work and at the same time e\(pand the effectlve

use of the Commission’s logo.
Permit me to explain the perspective from which 1 speak It is
that of a historian at-the University of Florida who directs an In-

~ stitute for Early Contact' Period Studies. The Institute is engaged

in primary research—historical, archaeological -and archival—con-.
centrated on the Columbus vovages and on the decades when the
first European settlers followed him to the New World. Thus, the
Institute has research projects in thé Bahamas, Haiti. the ‘Domini-
can Republic, Florida and Spain. I am also a College Dean with ad-
ministrative responsibilities. '

I first became interested in the forthcommg Quincentenary in
1982. at a time when the City of Miami was completmg an applica-

_tion to the Bureau of International. Expositions in Paris for permis- -

sion to produce a Columbian World’s Fair in Miami.

Shown a copy of the application draft, I was dismaved to find
that the Fair authorities presented no historical rationale or justifi-
cation for Miami as a fair site. when in truth Miami could present
a better -historical case than any other large American city, cer-

tainly better than Chicago. And, Mr. Chairman, I did look at your
‘subcommittee membership before making these remarks.

I urged the Fair authorities to make that case and they obhged

- by asking me to chair a committee of historians who would draft a

suitable document. Our draft :ubsequently became Exhibit. One of
the Miami application. '

I cannot claim that it ultimately did Miami much good because
the prize went to Chicago. But the experience made me alert to all
subsequent plans to celebrate the Quincentenary, pamcularly to
see if in those plans there were facts, msxghts, appreciations and
general awareness that the Columbian anniversary was, more than
anything else. a time for historical reflection on the condition of

‘humankind now almost 500 vears after those antique days when

daring voyagers linked. contments and, as historian John Fiske

- wrote in the last century, “‘mingled the two streams of human lee

which had flowed for countless ages apart.’

At the mcment, I serve on a body in the. State of Florida called,
curiously, the Christopher Columbus Hemispheric Trade Commis-
sion. That commission is the official body established by our Legis-
lature to direct .public observances of the 500th year. It has held
two meetings. Except for the content of a présentation that I made
to the. membership two weeks ago in Miami, the principal ideas for
the Quincentenary that have been considered so far include plans
to ‘conduct fairs, air shows, and jazz festivals, build stadiums, put
on boat races, plant trees on the Turnpike, invite the King and
Queen of Spain, and do something at halftime. of the Super Bowl.

Now all those things are fine, and I am sure that they would be
very entertaining in their way. and withered be the hand raised in

' sign of their dismissal, but Mr. Chairman, they do not touch the’

heart of the Qumcentenary and what it ought to be and become in
our'natiornal memory. ,

By contrast. in conversations ‘with Mr. John Goudie and mem-
bers of his staff of the National Jubilee Commission, I have been

' greatly 1mpressed by the understandmg that exists in that body of
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‘the pnormes that ought to pre\avl in the Qumcentenan observ-
ances.

Here there is. no plan to exhaust the Natlon s resources in mega- -
events, no central reliance on entertainment or distraction. no -
effort to market cheap and tawdry souvenirs. Instead, the National
Commission has taken a very high road, basing its activities and
" plans -on the best scholarship and on the brightest insights of the -

American people into the meaning of the last 500 years.

.Here, too, I might add there are no rivalries of which I have
heard to divide Spaniards from Italians, Anglo-Saxons from Native
Americans, whites from blacks. Rather, my expectation is that the
Commission will succeed in'bonding the various ethnic constituen-
cies of America into a united celebration, one that-has dignity, one
that carries meaning, one that will leave a legacy of good for the
American people. '

I know some of the Commission members, mcludmg the’ Chair- .

man, Mr. Goudie, and the Vice Chairman, Dr. William McNeill. I
- know the Executive Director, Dr. John A. Williams and the Assist-
-‘ant to the Chairman, Mr. Francisco Martinez-Alvarez. These are
people, Mr. Chairman, that you and I can depend on to do things
right.

We are fortunate to have their talents and energies at the na-
tional disposal. They are certainly the kind of people who can be
trusted with the stewardship of adequate funds fromthe pnvate
- sector to do the work that needs to be done. I iiave no doubt in my
mind it will be work that places the Qumcentenar) in the correct
- perspective, for all of us.

.Thank you. Mr. Chalrman :

Mr. DymaLLy. Thank you very much.

In the testimony, you complimented the Commission for the high
road approach, and I want to compliment you for your testimony,
“because it took the kind of approach that I hoped that would even-

tually be executed by the Commission.

Could. you give us some examples of events coming up in 1992
which, in your words, touch the heart of the Quincentenary?

Mr. GanNoN. The first event that I would touch—that 1 would
“attract your attention to, Mr. Chairman, would be the work of the
Commission in telling the people of the United States the story of
- their own country. It is a story that 1s unknown to most Ameri-
cans.

We are a historically illiterate people, I am embarrassed to say,
-and certainly that is the-case when it comes to the Indians, when it
comes to the Spaniards who at one time occupied almost one-half of
what is now the United States, even when it comes to the English
colonies and to our basic institutions that we live under tzday.

‘The Qumcentenary ‘provides us an opportunity ‘that may not
come again'in-our lifetimes to teach the American people the story
- of their country. I live in a State which has the oldest recorded his-
“tory of any of the American States. I come from St. Augustine,
~ Florida, which is the oldest city in the United States, and it comes
as a surprise to many people when they hear me say it will be the
year 2055 before the.flag of the United States will have flown over
F}lor‘l’da as long as dxd the flag of Spain. How many people know
that
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How many people know.that St. Augustine was a living, thriving
city of Europe in what is now the United States:35 years before the .
Pilgrims came to Plymouth Rock? Many stories we need to tell, Mr.
Chairman, so we can know the richness and diversity of our past,
and the Natlonal Commission has undertaken programs to develop
scholarship that will reach far beyond the confines of universities
?nd ;he academic world to the people at large, and I applaud them
or that

Mr. DymaLLy. You and your Chairman are from Florida. I don't -
want to put you guys against each other, but the old social studies
question is, who dlscovered America, and everybody .in the class
shouts, “Columbus.” Should it not be, who landed, instead of who
discovered, or where did' Columbus land? Because in fact, what you
are saying is that, he didn’t discover America. '

Should we not phrase that whole question dlfferently toget a dlf-
ference response than who discovered America?

Mr. GANNON. Mr. Chairman, we might better speak of the redis-

covery of the Americas, because what we call the Americas today
_. was populated some 30,000 years ago by people who came from the

‘Eurasian land mass -across the Bering Strait, and moved into the
continent known as North America, and then went as far as the tip
of South America. They were the orlgmal inhabitants of the Amer-
icas.

They were the people who first discovered this land.

Mr. DyMALLY. So, we need to do some rewriting or our elementa-
ry social studies texts. '

‘Okay, let-me ask you one ﬁnal questlon You were doing lots of .
work in the Caribbean. Obviously, you recognize the significance of -
the Caribbean to-this whole question of this celebration. Should we
not then include them in this celebration?

Mr. GA‘JVON Well, we already are including the people of the
Caribbean in the celebratxon I have no m.ormatlon to the con-
‘trary.

Mr. DyMaLLy. Cross the word, celebratlon Commission. Should
a non-voting member from the Bahamas be included in the Com-
mission?

Mr. GanNNoN: Well, I am not a member of that Commission, and -
I don’t believe I am qualified to answer that question. :

Mr. DyMaLLy. Okay, that is a very State Department answer.
Than!: you very much. , : T

Ms. Morella?

Mrs. MoreLLA. Particularly as somebody not on the Commls\,lon _
Dr. Gannon, I am very pleased you care so much to come and testi-
iy as to the high quaiity of the Commlssmn and what its prmc1pals
and what its objectives are.

T also, in response to the chairman’s comment, I see right in your
testimony as you have stated, above anything else, it should be a .
time for historical reflection on the condition of humankind, now
almost 500 years after those antique daKs when - daring. voyagers
linked continents; and then you quote John Fiske very well, “min-
gled the two streams of human life which had flowed for countlm
ages apart.”

That also ties in with what Dr. Sertima' said. What is your role
now? Are you going to be following what this Commission is going

\
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to do? Are they going to use you in an advisory capacity as an his-
torian? And incidentally, I am glad to see academicians interested -
in the Commission's work. Where do you go from hefe?

Mr. Gannor. I have no idea what plans the Commission has for
me. They are free to call on ‘me at any time. I believe that having
worked hand in hand with the Commission’s staff since the incep-
tion of the Commission as a formal body I -have every expectation
of continuing that cooperation.

We have much to learn from one another. I think the Quincen-
tenary is an opportunity for scholars who have not worked togeth-
er before to do so perhaps for the first time. As a historian, [ have
learned in these exercises to admire the work of archaeologists, as
I have never had the opportunity to admire that work before
. I think we are going to see a great amount of cross-disciplinary
© activity that will be new to the world of American. scholarship. 1

am happy to be a part of this particular moment in higher educa-
tion.

I think the Qumcentenary will be an opportunity for providing
an impetus to many new forms of scholarly cooperation.

Mrs. MoRELLA. It is an area I care very much about, and Mr.
Dymally does, too. Education is the key to everything, and what
our country is all about. I do hope the Commission—I know they
are planing to—will emphasize the croqs-cultural exchanges wnth
education as a key.

. Thank you very much.

Mr. Dymacry. Thank you very much Doctor.

While the next witness is coming up here, let me make an obser-
vation. [ think this hearing has been significant in that while the
first hearmg may have talked about the passage of the bill, this
hearing is talking about the role of the Commission. I think it is
going to make a significant contribution. and I hope ‘at least the
Commission’s Chair and Director would really look at this testimo-
ny very carefull\ as the\ begm to put the Commlssmn into oper-
ation.

Mr. Simonetti? Columbus landed in Columbus Bay in the Parish
of Cedros, and c: . of the more prominent families was Simonette. |

- always thought they were French, but [ see now they are Italian. It
1s quite. possible they might have stopped and jumped ship in this
village of Icacos. and Simonette is a very prominent family in the
Parish of Cedros. Columbus Bay, in the village of Icacos.

When 1 write him, and we correspond with each other, I will tell

~him | was under the false xmpressxon he was French It is quite

possible he was Italian.

"STATEMENT OF GIL BERT SIMONETTI. BOARD MEMBER
NATIONAL ITALI AN'AMERICAN FOUNDATION

Mr. SIMONETTL. Mr. Chairman, I am delighted to know about the
possibility of ancestry of mine: I have been called many thmgs, but
that 'sounds nice to me.

Mr. DymaLLy. You may proceed.

Mr. SimoNETTI [ also want to suggest, without being facetious, I
am white, I am male I am conservative, but that does not prevent
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me from supporting the views that vou have expressed following
Professor Van Sertima's remarks. _

I would expect that the Commission will take into account the
issues dnd concerns that have been expressed here. If thev do not. [
think they will be failing themselves and they will be failing the
Nation, but I have every reason to believe that they will not fail.

I know many of the members of the Commission. and I would
hope that they would take heart in all of the commentary that has
been expressed about the needs of the Commission to serve: all of
the people that represent this Nation of ours.

I am here in my capacity as Chairman of the one of the Commit-
tees of the. National .Italian-American Foundation, and as a
member of the Board of Directors. and I'am here to support the
legislation that is before this subcommittee. I believe it is necessary
legislation, and I am 'somewhat at a loss with the scholarly presen-
tations that have been made here before me, to be at this table per-
haps as a pragmatist, and pragmatically I believe. it is essential

- that this leglslatlon be approved by )our subcommittee and then bv .

Congress.
Fund-raising. as well all know, is an"art form, but also a very dif-

ficult, time-consuming activity. We all know trying to raise funds

for worthy charitable cultural and historical activities are very dif-
ficult- at best, and when xmpedlments are placed in the way of

. fund-raising activity, it makes it even more difficult.

Many of .the desceéndents of the immigrants that have come, to
this Nation; I'am sure, would like to make contributions to, the
Commission, to pursue the goals -of the Commission, but as you
know, there are many worthy competing causes,.and perhaps for
one reason or another, members of the commumty may choose. tc
make contributions elsewhere.

"Therefore. I believe that any reasonable method that can be
found to permit private sector contributions to the work at the
Commission.should be con51dered very seriously and permitted to

. be effective.

I believe the legislation wxll help in that respect by.opening up
the opportunity to certain categories of givers that will help
achieve the goals of the Commission and those goals are broad

- goals that [ think have been’ expressed here today as being impor-

tant to the Nation as a whole, and that means all individuals of
ethnic, racial and religious heritages.
Like Professor Van-Sertima. I am aware of both myths and ster-

_eotypical responses that we all have concerning whether one comes

from a. particular racial group or ethnic group. [ am sensitive about

" that myself, and therefore find that’in opening up of the issues to

permit the avoidance of these mvths and stereot plcal attitudes
will be helpful to ‘all of us, and that Commission's réesponsibility
may well go beyond its principal mission to celebrate the discover-
ies of America, or if one wants to call them. the redlscover\ or the:
landings.

In sum, [ support your legislation, and urge your subcommnttee
to consider it favorably. Thank you very much for inviting me.

Mr. DymarLy. Thank you very much.

I believe all of the witnesses here are saying one thing. Let us
use thlS opportunity to celebrate America rather than just one
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man, one event, and let's bring everyone who has had some role in
developing the Western Hemisphere. not just Continental United
States, into this Commission. I think for that reason. all the testi-
mony was.very, very important, and I hope would give some’ sense
of direction to "the Commission.- :

I'thank you very much for your testxmony

Mr. SimoNeTTI. Thank you.

~Mr. DymaLLy. Ms. Morella. Iapologtze

" Mrs. MoreLLa. Mr. Chairman, I was going to introduce you to
" Mr. Simonetti, because I think this is particularly significant as it
demonstrates he cares enough about what is happening, and the
'progress that is being. made, the latitude that is necessary for fur-
" ther progress, and that he woiild give of his time to come to appear
before our subcommittee.
I concur with what he said. I think it is a pretty good summation
of all of the testimonies we have heard today. I am very impressed
' .with the people who cared enough to come to present their views,
and I hope that as a subcommittee and as a full committee, we
have an opportunity to touch base again -with the Commission in -
terms of responses. to some other questions to find out how things
" are progressing. | have enjoyed this mormng and gained a great_

deal from the hearing. :

‘Mr. DyMaLLY.-Ms. Morella, I anticipate, time permitting, that we
will probably have an oversight hearing sometime next year.

Thank you very much, Mr. Simonetti. :

Mr. SimoNETTI. Thank you. . '

Mr. DymaLLy. Let me review the status for the bill. Lackmg a
quorum, it is our intention to bring this issue up next Tuesday, on
the 14th. The witnesses do not need to be present; however, I be--
lieve that Congressman Gus Savage will request an opportunity to
address the committee on that occasion.

Then we will take testimony, and then we will mark up the bill,
"and hopefully get it out of the full committee before the end of the
month, and on:the Floor before the recess, whlch will be August
7th or 8th, and on to the Senate ‘and passage over there. hopefully

in the fall, ‘but that will depend in a large measure on the Commis-

sion’s “ability .to communicate with the members of the other
House.

I am not so sure I have that kind of influence over there, so |

- anticipate that I will be working on this bill on the 14th. It will be

helpful if Mr. Williams returns on the l4th, just in case the Com-
mission—the commlttee has any further questtons ‘of the Commls-
sion.

I don't think it w1ll ‘be necessary for Mr. Goudie to come all the
way back from Miami. unless he likes the committee that well, and |
he wants to come and say hello to us. And.the amendment which I
had to offer will be held in abevance pending a further discussion
with Mr. Goudie, Congressman ‘Savage and hopefully .an appropri-
ate representative from the Islands of the Bahamas.

Ms. Morella, do you have any further'comments.

Mrs. MoreLra. No. . :

‘Mr. Dymarry. Good. The commlttee is'in recess untxl July the
14th. : .
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;

-[Whereupon, at 11:15 a.m;, the subcommlttee recessed to recon-

vene on Tuesday, July 14, 1987. ]
[The following. statement was recexved for the record ]

i3
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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS JUBILEE
COMMITTEE

- ’ IGMCNURCN ST..CHRISTIANSTED, ST. CﬂOIX usv.l 00.20
(809) 773. 1435 _ s

conoracle on de Tuo
C“axrwan. Subcommittee on Insular
. and International Affairs ) )
~ - o louse of Reoresentatives | ) o o

) . Congress of the United states . :
. ] .Jashington,. 2. C. 203515

subject: Tranosed Amendnent to Publicd Law 9@-375, the - -
. . : ‘Christonher Columbus Juincentenary .‘ubilee Act,
1 . o LR, 2309 - - N—

dear it

“he Christocher, Colunbus Jubilee Committee, Inc., sunnorts

‘. 2, 2309, to.amend the Christopher Columbus Juincentenary

Jubilee Act, in its ﬂntxrety' e are very pleased that the .

; life of the Zhristopher: Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee

= Paﬂnxssxon will be extended through 1993. . -

As you know. 1993 ls of partxcular importance to 3t. Croix
‘ard the Virain Islands. In 1493, on the second vovage,
BE R Christonher Columbus named 5t. Croix, and #it. Croix is the
* ’ first 1lncale now under the United States Flag visited by’ : .,
Columbus and his fleet. For the benefit of the Members ’ oo
of thn Subcomiittee on Census and Pooulatxon. Comnittee on °
Post  "ffice. and Civil Service, and other intcrested narties,
attached is an overview of the Salt River area/Columbas |
Landing site which was prevared by !ir. William F. Cissel,
‘Vice Prusident, Christopher Columbus Jubilee Coamittee, Inc.
and istorian, Christiansted iational, Historic site. This
L overview describes little known hx,torv of 5t. Croix and
7 - the "action® which tonk nlace here on ovember 14, 1493.

Thank you far.giving the members of tae Board: of) Dircectorss.
thé Christopher Columbus. quincentenary Jubilee Committee, Inc.,
an apnortunity to present our views on this very imnortant
niece of Legislation.

ry truly \ours ’.

. . . ~ . L ,/ -
4 . v : )—JE L_/ .’GM—-
‘ : ’ - /Jessie X. Thomson
/7 Fresident, Doard of Dlractors
z ; “/’ ! . .

N . N
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