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TALKING POINTS 
HEALTII CARE AND WELFARE REFORM 

must have comprehensive health care ref'orm in order to move forward on the rest 
of th Pre ident's domestic agenda. Without reform, health care costs will continue to 
expl de d eat up our investment dollars. Without reform, people will continue to be locked 

ent ·obs or on welfare. 

THE PRtjGRAM 

Fr m the outset of this Administration, the President has been working to make good 
on h · s ple ge to end welfare as we know it. This initiative has four major parts: the Earned 
Inco e T Credit; health care reform; personal responsibility and work. 

I Eamed Income Tu Credit (EITC). We ought to reward work over welfare. 
Enac~ed i last year's budget, the expanded EITC will ensure that any family that has a full· 
time ]wor er will no longer live in poverty. Expanding the EITC represents a giant step 
forwlird i reducing those dependent on welfare. 

I 

I C mprehen.1ive health care refonn. Today, millions of welfare recipients stay on 
Med caid or return to welfare -- the Federal government's health care program for the poor -­
beca se t king a job means they will lose health benefits for themselves and their children. 
Co preh nsive health reform will eliminate so-called "Medicaid Jock'' and enable people to 
seek jobs secure in the knowledge that they and their children will be covered. By ensuring 
univ rsal coverage, the Health Security Act provides the necessary foundation for welfare 
refo m. he proposals being drafted by the President's working group on welfare are 
spec fical y designed to complement health reform. 

P nonal responsibility. The President's welfare reform plan will include initiatives to 
pre nt t en pregnancy, ensure that parents fulfill their child support obligations, dramatically 
incr ase aternity establishment, and try to keep people from going on welfare in the first 
plac . T e message is clear: Governments don't raise children, parents do. 

Work, not welfm~. The final part of the President's welfare plan will build on the 
F ily S~pport Act by requiring people who can work to do so within two years, either in 
the riva e sector or community service. This includes expanding child care for working 
fam lies; providing education, training, and job search and placement for those who need it; 
and restoring the basic social contract of providing opportunity and demanding responsibility 
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Healt fW e~fare Talking Points -- 2 
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I 

The White House~ 

Q: f hen will welfare reform legislation be introduced? 

67431 ;# 3 

A: e expect to introduce welfare reform legislation this year and want Congress to 
pass if, 

I [if ressed on specific: timing] 
No decisions have been made. We think it's premature to make decisions on timing 

befor yo make decisions on policy. 

Q: hat comes first? Health reform or welfare reform? 

A: The President has made clear that health reform is his number. one domestic 
prior~ty fo 1994. The Administration and Congress want to enact both health and welfare as 
quic~ly as possible -- and consultations are continuing on the e"act sequencing. 

Q: The Republicans say you're dragging your feet on welfare reform. What's taking so 
long? 

A: No President ... Democrat or Republican -- has done more than Bill Clinton to "end 
welfare we know it." 

/ L k at the record. President Clinton has been at the forefront of welfare reform in 
this 9ount since he led the nation's governors in writing and worked with Congress to pass 
the framil Suppon_ Act of 1988 .. A~d when the House Republicans introd~ced the~r bill _last 
Novembe • they pointed out that It is based on proposals put forth by President Clinton in the 
l 99l cam aign. . 

L In addition, the Administration has been .working closely with states and local officials 
to r ard innovative welfare reform programs. In l 993, the Department of HHS granted a 
num er o waivers for innovative state programs. 

Pr sident Clinton's four-step welfare reform package makes economic and common 
sens • an will attract bipartisan support. 

[i pressed] 
ose who are criticizing us now are the same people who voted against the first pan 

of t e Pr sident's welfare reform packa&e •• the EITC. 


