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The Medic:aR Prevcm:ive Benefits Improvcmcut Act 

Attached is a irdimimrY esrimate of the~ Preventive Benefit.s lmprovrmcnt At:t. For 
the purpo9(S ofdiis cstjmnc, I assiimed ao dfo;tive 4afe ofFebmaly I, 1996. As the table 
shows, 1be csrimated ~ tf"tbis popos:a1 woold be $7.9 biliioa aver SC"Yeri years. This estima!c 
is~ an the following policies: 

Sqeopog MMmiogil!RAf: Tho proposal wooki prcw1de Medicare coverage of annual 
mammograms for wcmcn over age 49 and woold waive tho dedudiblc for screeuiD.g 
TDM'IOIM '5JW. 

SQ•jggPJ;> $gpr mi Pm Fpms; The bill~ allow~ pap smears and pelvic 
cm owzy~ years; tbaie seivices wculd be povided mmually to womm who have. or who 
are at high risk o( c:erYicaI caoccr. lbis pmvisioD would also waive the dedixtible foe these 

~ 

Cokm:yl Cecr Ssqning Tbe bill would cover the follawiag coknaa1 caoccr-saecning 
~ lllJder' Medicae: aoaual fi=cal-oc:cWt blood tests fur iDdividDa1s OVt/r age 49; scremiDg 
flexible si~ evay four years for beneficiaries over age 49; biczanial scrccoing 
~ for beQe6ciaries It high risk of coloretial canca-; and, if tbe Sew:d&y dea:m 
appropriate, sc:reeo.ing barium enemas 

Promte Caocer Sagg T~: For ~ ova- age SO, the ptoposal would c.ovC'l" 
auaI digimJ recuI ~ pnaarc-spedfic antigen blood~ and aay or.her' procedures rhal 
the Seaeta&y deems appropriate after 1998. 

T?Wm:s Sg1!f1ing Bq4. The bill \\'OUld provide McdX:are a>vsage of diabetes oatpaticm 
self-management training services rmdeled by a certified provida" in an outpatiem seUing. 
Acconliag to tbc American Diabetes A '50ciation, these services gcaerally c.oosist of self· 
mmagemeot skills traiRiag and dietary counseliQg. Tbe prq>OS&l would also allow Medicare 
to cover diabetic blood-testing strips as durable medical equipment 

If you have my quesricm about this estimate, please give me a call at 6-9010. 
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Preliminary Cott Estimate for The Medicare Preventive Beneftls Improvement Act 

DRAFT 

(By fiscal year, In milions of doilars) 
Prov;slon 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Screening Mammography 250 620 770 810 

Screering Pap Smear and 
Pelvic Exam 1 80 120 130 130 

· Cotorectal cancer Screening 110 170 160 160 

Prostate cancer Screening Tests 70 120 120 130 

Diabetes Screening Benefits 270 160 -10 -10 

Net Coate from ffle Propos1r 780 1190 1170 1220 

DATE: January 3, 1996 

ANALYST: Anne Hunt 

CAVEATS: CBO Deoembar 1995 BateUne 

Thi• estimate aaaumea an effective date of February 1, 1996 

Thia la a preUmlnary eatlmate and la subject to change. 
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2000 

840 

130 

70 

130 

·10 

1160 

2001 2002 7-yr Total 

870 000 5060 

130 140 860 

40 50 760 

140 140 850 

-10 -10 lSO 

1170 1220 7910 


