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Mrs. Nickie Gentilquore 
Vice President 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 12, 1994 

Alliance for the Mentally Ill 
of Fort Pierce, Florida 

1781 s.w. Cochran Avenue 
Port St. Lucie, Florida 34953 

Dear Mrs. Gentilquore: 

Thank you for your letter about treatment for mental illness 
under the President's proposal for health care reform. The 
President's plan includes a full range of services for indiv­
iduals with mental illness. 

For too long, people with mental illness have faced discrim­
ination in the health insurance marketplace. Many are prevented 
from purchasing insurance because they have a "pre-existing 
condition." Those able to obtain insurance are often forced to 
pay the highest rates. And many reach lifetime limits on 
benefits just when they need coverage the most. Under the 
Clinton plan, it will be illegal for insurance companies to drop 
coverage or cut benefits, charge higher premiums based on health 
condition, or apply lifetime limits. 

The comprehensive benefit package guaranteed to all 
Americans covers a broad range of mental illness services, 
including inpatient hospitalization, outpatient treatment, and 
cost-effective and innovative intensive non-residential 
treatments such as partial hospitalization, and behavioral aide 
services. Health plans are encouraged to use this wide array of 
treatment options to provide individuals with a continuum of care 
through substitution of inpatient and residential days for 
treatment in other settings. Significantly, no day or visit 
limits apply to medical management, diagnosis, screening and 
assessment, and crisis services. While annual day limits for 
some services will exist initially, they will be eliminated by 
the year 2001 as the service system develops the capacity to 
deliver and manage a more comprehensive mental health benefit. 
In addition, the President's plan includes coverage for 
prescription drugs, making medication more affordable and 
accessible for the mentally ill. 
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The President's plan also provides increased access to 
health care for people with mental illness. Funds are made 
available for states to provide such services as transportation 
and translation, patient and community outreach, and patient 
education. 

Thank you again for your letter. 

Sincerely yours, 

cc: The Honorable Tom Lewis 



/'

TOM LEWIS 
81H DISTRICT, FLORIDA 

ROOM 2361 
RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WAS191GTON. DC 20615 
TELEPHONE: 12021 225-6 792 

FAX:C202) 226-1880 

a-ITTEES: 

COMMITIEE ON AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE. SPACE. 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

NORTH ATLAHTIC ASSEMBLY (NATOI 

~ongrtss of tbt Wnittb ~tatts 
}!Joust of l\tprtstntatibts 
Masbington, mer 20515 

December 6, 1993 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, o.c. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

: ~ •. ··" ,. • ·~ ...... I••. 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

PALM BEACH GARDENS 
4440 PGA BOULEVARD 

SUITE 408 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL 33410 

(4071 827-6192 

PORT ST. LUCIE 
7801 SOUTH U.S. HIGHWAY ONE 

SUITE 200 
BARNETT BANK BLDG. 

PORT ST. LUCIE, FL 34962 
(407) 283-7989 
(4071465-3710 

A constituent of mine, Mrs. Nickie Gentilquore, has written me 
regarding mental health care. 

Mrs. Gentilquore, who is the vice president of the Alliance for the 
Mentally Ill of Fort Pierce, Florida, has asked that I provide you 
with a copy of her letter, which I am enclosing for your review. I 
encourage your consideration of her concerns. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

l~J~ 
Tom Lewis 
Member of Congress 

TL:acc 
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