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Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Melanne: 
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When the First Lady was in Miami to speak at the 
Spirit of Excellence dinner, we talked about early 
childhood education, obviously a topic that 
interests her a great deal. 

ht, then, that she would appreciate seeing 
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FLORIDA'S YOUNGEST 

··_---

Never before have parents and teachers better understood how lifelong patterns for 

learning and achievement are set in the earliest years of childhood. In Ready or Not, 

we explain how infant brains develop, what small children need to thrive, the obstacles of 

poverty, the dearth of quality child care, and how the futures of nearly a million Florida children 

under five depend on everyone - educators, lawmakers, business leaders and families. 
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State's boom 
in kids and 
money poses 
a challenge 
•LEAVE NO ONE'S CHILO BEHIND: 

OA\110 LAWRENCE. 'llEWPOINT,& 

• Fim in a: 1mrs 
11J JOHii URRY 
Her.idStafl'Wrtt. 

A swellinJ population of near1y • 
million children under 5 .nd • 
windf•ll of billions of dollan have 
thrust Flonda into • forious am­
paian to spend more on its younacst 
citizens than at any time in state 
history . 

Act now, advocates an: tellina 
lqaslaton, or failures bogina down 
public schools will vastly multiply 
when these babies - one-third of 
them poor - reach b1&h school in 
another decade. 

Mort than SI billion a year 
already is spent on special educa­
(ion in Florida, most of it for pre­
ventable leam1n1 imP11innents.. 
Two-thirds of the state's commu­
nity collqe students are fa1hn1 
basic competency exams. 

There i1 nearly unanimous ~e­

A million 
childrm 

underJ: 

Will th~ 
b,pr,par,d 
forIChoo/? 
memory. 

ment now lhal 
failures in later 
life are often 
rooted in early 
childhood -
thal poor nutri-
1ion and 
impoverished 
environments, 
either al home 
Of ID child can:. 
permaaently 
diminish bniin 
CaPllClty for 
leamina and 

"Certain tbinp are bottom line," 
says Un1venity or Miami psycbol­
OIY profeuor Pet:cr Mundy, an 
CJ1pcr1 in early intervention. 

Florida i1 one of l7 states push­
ina ini111uives 10 cnhucc children's 
readiness for school. The interest is 

::!~~.!p:ro~d!l d=.~~:f~~~ 
of bnins dcvclopina at an incredi­
ble pace 1n the yean leadin1 up to 
kindcrprten. 

Th11 ns::ard:I bas "'lakcn lbc toft 
!C'icncc out ol child dcvctopmenL," 

Pl.EASE SEE Cl&Dlllll, 'llA 

-YALLS*AIH.-811:1SWI' 

A HELPDIG HAND: An Infant la ~ed 
tor motor skills in Fort Laud•dahl. 

Too often lacking: 
basic skills needed 
for kindergarten 
., JODI llALUIDDI fARIE.L 
HeraldStllfl'Wrtt. 

Tod•y i1 the day 20 prekinderpnnen al 
Toussaint Louvenurc Elementary School 
in Lltlle Haiti mcel Miu L 

As in the letter L Sound 11 out: 
UIWlllllU. 

To every quesi:ion their teacher uks, the 
4-year-olds respond by pressina their 
tonsues 10 the roofs of their mouths.: 

Are you happy today? UllUUllL 
Do you love me? UIUIW. 
"Now," 1beir teacher announces, "we 

an: aoina to make Miu L dance." 
Dolores Puarin, who has spent 12 years 

introdUCtn& toddlen 10 school, anbs a plu.­
tic doll with bi& n:d feet, purple overalls 
and a fat red L on its chest. She waves the 
doll •I arm's lenl(h. Then she bops up and 
down on the bn&hl ~. blue and yellow ....... 

Miss L"s scrucby ..a1 erupts from an 
old m:ord player. One by one, the children 
wiale Miu L close to their bodies, their 
ddi&hted shrieks filhna the ponable cla.u­
room. 

Wlio if sit~? MW L Site u JUllmtPint. 
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The Penebs-Vilhl feud 

2 leaders 
became l 
too many 
for Dade 

: _________ ___:: __ .:._ __ ~--__[ 

KEEPIHG THE FAITH: H1:b Whetston~· ri\lhl. 
ar.•J W12sll!/ P";lnmogton arf! ~1g!l!111g c.p,1:is1\ll.n 
'CJ JJ!-.>:!S!'Jc1t:°.~(,,dinci,•.:on 

Ordination of gay man 
creates rift in church 
8y 4.P1lll. WITT 
..;,.,,,11.1 ~-1.''i "llnlt' 
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What it means to be a young child The percentage of children emermg 
k•nderganen who are poor. 

n'll. n .. 

Poverty rates for young 
children have been rising 
nationally ... 

·Wh~• 
Bl1~k 

.H11p1111it --
i I I .. ••• Poverty rates for children in 

Florida are high, too ... 

The rate of ycung children - those under the 
age of 6 - living •n poverty has doubled 1n the 
last two decades. 

C•~hl '"' • 
. ... ... I 

Census figures released lest month for Florida show there 
are an estimated 281.526 ch1ldr&n under 5 wtiose 

Buruu - parems are living under the poverty level 

Hopping about with 
a plastic doll she calls 
Miss L, Dolores 
Pasarin makes 
karning enjoyable 
for pre-kindergart­
ners at Towsaint 
Louverture Elemen­
tary School in Little 
Haiti. Sounding out 
letters, like L, is one 
indicator of a child's 
readiness to begin 
formal schooling. 

~QUiii 

.. _ 
,. .. , '"""' Exlmn• , ... "' 

Many preschoolers lacking in basic skills 
READY, FROM 1A 

Look, a lio" dartci11g 
in f~ota,.ds. Lawglr with '"~- Ha, 
ha, ha . 

It's all play for the tiny dancers. 
But for Pasarin, who closely 
observes how each child responds, 
it 1s a rcvcalina momenl. 

For h« Sludcnts, kinderpncn 
1s only six mon1hs away. The abil­
ity to jump and sway 10 music, lhc 
sounding out of lcncn, the abili1y 
to follow directions wilhout fid­
actina or fiahtina - all arc indica­
tors of a child's readincu 10 bqin 
fonnal schoohna. 

It may seem natural. Yet many 
children in Miami-Dade and 
Broward coun1ics are dearly 
strugghna wilh even these simple 
requircmenis. Teachen talk about 
children who stan school without 
knowina how 10 hold a cnyon, 
rccoanize 1heir names in print or 
speak in complete sentences. 

Wilh the finl few yean of 
school a proven indica1or of how 
well a child will perform later in 
his academic career, the impor­
tance ofstanina kinderp.nen wi1h 
the basics is crucial. And when it 
comes to education, unden­
ch1evemen1 is not limited to lhe 
poor or other people's kids. The 
rac1 is, two out of three hiah 
school dropouts in the Uni1ed 
States arc not poor at 1he time 
they leave school, and mosl chil­
dren who drop oul have neva 
been poor, accord1n1 lo the U.S. 
Depanment of Educa.1ion. 

No one hu a firm pup on how 
many children need help, due 

South Florida teachers talk about children 
who start school without knowing how to 
hold a crayon, recognize their names in 
print or speak in compkte sentences. 

panly lo d1fTercn1 notions of how 
10 define "rcadincs.5." Nation­
wide. lindcrpncn lcachcn rcpon 
1hat one-lhird of children entcrina 
elemeni.ry school - about one 
million a year - lack basic 
1ehool-rudineu skills. accordina 
to an unscientific survey in RNdy 
to L~arrr.: A Marr.dlJt~ for th~ 

~:i!~7· ~~n ~l t:hce 
11~a:~~~ 

Founda1ion for lhe Advancement 
ofTcachin1-

ln Florida, a II.ate survey based 
on a cursory checkhll of skills for 
every child showt 1ba1 one in five 
children who enter linderpnen 
are not ready 10 bqln school. 

But many teachers and 
researchen ques1ion 1he way 
readiness i1 asses&ed and believe 
the problem is far biger than cur­
ren1 numbers 1nd1ca1e. Early­
childhood advocates and lcachers 
in Soulh Flonda ~ incn:dulous 
1t 1he n:&ion's statistics. 

Miami-Dade, which he the 
state's biJbest conccnlnt1on of 
children livina in poverty and its 
lowest tesl scores, rcponed in 
1996-97 lhal 83.4 percent of lin­
derpnnen came 10 school ready 

10 learn, accordina to the state's 
check.list - a claim hiahcr than 
lhOK of 41 of Flonda's 6 7 coun­
ties. 

Broward"t readiness nee -
81.9 percent - also was remark­
ably hiah and above the slate avcr­
qc of 80.4 percent 

l RIPPLE EFFECT IS FEl T 
Prepared kids impeded 

The problems of childn:n who 
are not ready touch 1he hvcsi of 
those who are, particularly in 
Sou1h Florida's crowded class­
rooms, where teacben arc forced 
to divide lhcu attention 100 many 
ways, and 1be pace of lcamin1 
slows wilh even minor distrac­
tions. 

What i1 most important in a 
S-ycar-old's preparation for 
school? The answen may surprise 
you. 

In 1993, ihe National Center for 
Educa11on St.ati11ia asked 1,400 
k.inderpncn 1eachcrs to rate the 
importance of IS qualities for 
school rcadincs.5. 

The No. I 1'11.nkina: a child's 

THE STATE'S AGENDA ON KIDS 

IN THE LEGISLATURE 
Florld• l•wm•i•rs •re thb•tlng • number of pro­
poui. for improving rh• liw1 of Florid•'• 
roun~t children. Mo•t of th• moMy vvill come 
from JJ billlon In MW lfatw tu re""'nuea noMrino 
from Ml•rl"'fl tM• in • growing «anomy. Momty 
for hntth Cllnt propo .. i. would com• from a com­
bin•tlon of '9dt1rwl •nd st.fl!I' coftwrs. The ~ral 
gowrnmenr ia ol'ttlrlng st•les 69 cents for every 31 
een~ they spttnd t1nrol1Tng chi/dn1n currently unm· 
1turwl in ht1•trh-caf'tl progr•ms. Florid•"• •h•re of 
mOntly for tMatrh care will come from rhe stat•"• 
robKco ..nfem•nt. though •om• lt1gl•l•tors h•ve 
other dni,,,,. on some of lhi• money. 

The follovving •umm•rlzes the m•}or propo .. /s 
being ol'ttlrwl. wnn oroponents' &Anltnenrs of 
rh• bilMl'ltr and cosu of each. 

WHAT THE GOVERNOR WANTS 
•HEALTH INSURANCE 

'1-DpoMI: fl(pend eliglbilffy for Medicaid. 
Who -.....: 33,.COO rTIOl'1I poor c:tuldren under age ll 

ca.it: s:n million. 
Therw ar• 823.500 unlnaul'9d childl'lln in Aor1da. 
For childr•n from birth to age 1 - whoaa hNlth 

cent com rrve to six rime1 tlill of older children -
Medicaid coverage would extend to families living 
at up to 235 percent of the federal poverty level; 
for 1- to 8-yNr-old1, fam1lin ar up to 200 percent 
of povenv level would be cowrwd. The fadentl 
poverty level. for a family of four. i1 an annual 
income af $111,050. 

Most of the 90Vt1mor's propc)$al1 Int contained 
in a $.45 billion state budget 1hat u,. Housa and 
Senate start debating thi• wwk. 

Propo• Expand Healthy Kids, a low-ccm lnaur· 
ance plan for children. 

Who ban9ftts: Mor• than 100,000 llChool-age chil­
dr•n, Mld their younger aiblinga. 
C09t: More~ SlDCI million, mudi af ii from the f9m. 

H .. tthy Kida, started in t992 In one county, hn 
expanded to 23, including Miami-Diida and 
Broward. Uncl•r rhe nationally acclaimed program, 
familin pay a minimal prtimium for Heh child (in 
Ml•mi-Dada and Broward, a sliding seal• rangn 
from $10 to S&O a monthl. Of '8,500 children 
anrofled today, 3,500 arti l rhrough 5. Typically," 
new IChool-aga childl'lln in lower-income fam1lin 
are enrolled, their younger 111bling• arti uientifled 
aa allg1bla for Medicaid 

physicaJ heallh. 
A child's ability to communi­

cate nnked second; cnthusicm 
was third. 

The two qualities mott lindcr­
prtcn tc.acbcn rated as not 
1mponant: the ability to counl to 
20 or more and lhe abilny to reci1e 
the letters oflhe alphabet:. 

"Everyone says kids need to 
know the alphabet, bul I don't 
think it's all that necessary," said 
Nonnan Heimpnner of the 
Gescll lnstilute of Child Develop­
ment, a rnearch firm in New 
Haven, Conn., 1hat designed a 
kinderpnen test used 1n some 
Broward public schools. 

"I think children need to know 
how to rccogruze their name and 
phone number and addrcs.5, .. 
Hcimpnncr said. 'They usually 
can count up to !I. They need to 
rccopizc their own do1hing. their 
own lunch sacks. and learn how to 
wail 1n hne 10 act on the nght 
school bus. Most everyone talks 
about academics. But more 
imponant than academics, is the 
child ready to leave home? .. 

-¥~1HlrlldSld 

ARE WE HAYING FUN? Jessica Goulbourne's laugh lights up a 
pre-kindergarten class at Toussaint Louverture Elementary School. 

THESTAllDARDSVARY 
Some traits valued more 

A teacher's idea ofwbat rna:Jc.es a 
child ready often varies with com­
munilies and schools. Some teach­
en have hi&hcr academic 
demands. Othcn, overwhelmed in 
crowded classrooms, find such 
tl'1liU u lhe abliny to follow dau 
rulcsi and sit s11U more important. 

social skills, .. said Mary Dunn, a 
k1ndcrpncn ttricher 11 Myrtle 
Grove Elemen1ary School in 
Opa-locka. The most important 
lhmp arc how to aet alona wuh 
other children. how to share, how 
to oommunicate verbally and not 
hit. kick or push. 

of themselves." 
But the answer to lhe queslion, 

.. Is ibis child ready to learn?" 1s 
never a simple yes or no. Toddlers 
arc mov1n1 ~els when it comes 
to detcnninin1 what they know, 
said Sue Brcdekamp, a director 
with the Na1ional A.ssoc1a1ion for 
lhe Education of Youn1 Children 

'"They should definitely know 

"One thin1 I'm sccin1 a lot of 
now 11 children comin1 and not 
knowina bow to tic their shoes. 
They need 10 be able to take care PLEASE SEE READY, 17A 

•PRENATAL AND NEWBORN HEALTH CARE 

Ptopoul: Expand H .. lthy Start. a state-run pro­
gram of health ICl'ffnings for urwwed teenage 
motherw and impoverished praognanl woman. 
WhD baineftta: 100,000 women a year. 
c.t:S187.7 million, up $18.7 milllon from last.,...,. 

The program 1s credited with hslping curn11I 
Florida's infant mortality rlll:e. Last year, 93, 181 
women gol hNlth scrHnings. The ahere of 
woman who received no prenatal care in Florida 
has dropped from 5.8 percent in 1991 to 3.3 per­
cent in 1996. The share af 1nfanu in "high-risk" 
familin gan.ing immuniutlon1 has riHn to 94 per­
cent. 

•COORDINATION OF PROGRAMS 
~:Integrate policy-making and program­
ming efforts aimed at urly childhoocl. Would er.,._ 
ate a Children's Policy Council (the governor. leg­
islative IHders, and lellderw from private busineu. 
community organ1z.atlons and 10cial sarv1cn) and 
a Children•a C.bif\91. llNd.,. of 11.llftt agencies for 
children, haaltfl and aducstionl. Th• 1'(11am would 
provide lncanti..,.. 10 c:ountia that create their 
own children's Hrvlen council• to coordinate 

local services for children from birth through 
age 5. 

Who banilffb: Children in nHd of services. 

Cost Unknown. 

The Reedinna Commin- of the Govemor's 
Commis.sion on Education, an a.ssembly of bu•i· 
nets leaders, legislators and educators, has 
offered model legisl11ion on coordinating inili• 
lives. Some legislators h11Ve picked parts of it to 
advance. Sen. George l(frkpatrick, O-Gainnvil1e. is 
tponsonng a bill (S 182) that cremes a School 
ReadineN CommiNion, 1 12·mamber group thlll 
would be govemor-appcnn1•d. The bill provides no 
money for the local children's Arvices council•. In 
the HouN, Rep. Tom Wamer, A-Stu•n. is ad\lanc­
ing a bill (H 21311 that crNtes a State Board of 
Governance to oversea earty childhood education 
and child-c•re programa in the state, including the 
departments of Educa1ion and of Children and 
Famity S.rvicn. 

PLEASE SEE AGENDA. 17A 
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MEASURING READINESS ,,.~· The percentage of "' . . . · · · . 
children with private '" , ···: _. . . __ .. 
health insurance has "'".;..;.;;. -

••• Many 
Florida children 
are uninsured 

K'TMtrMl~IHNldNn end 
odws _,,_.ID N dolll ro 
baD'w - dliichn~ tNalinea ,,,,_ 
•klltNd al the ml9'1 CUfN/11 

m.andmd rndinut dM:ctlisl. been dropping nationally ... :::7~~.::;··; .. 
·ag "9CI ·11 ·u ·93 ... 9~ 

Parents train parents 
to help their children 

READY, FROM 11A 

in Washin11on, D.C. 
"Parents unders1and 1hat wha1 

young kids can"t do IOOaY. they 
can do 1omorrow, and what they 
can do tOOay, they won't perform 
lomorrow." Bredekamp said. 
··Every paren1 has said, 'Oil, show 
grandma how you can 5aY your 
ABCs.' and they don't do ii. Yet 
when they're at home or in I.he car, 
they don't shul up." 

allcndcd any lypc of preschool. 
somclhing !hat would enable 1he 
stale lo conclude whc1hcr pre­
school is makina a difference. A 
more detailed evaluation also 
would make ll easier for tcachcn 
to address studcn1s' specific dcfi· 
ciencics. 

To add lo lhc cnticism, the stale 
survey was skewed when many 
school sys1ems added 11cms to the 
chcclr.lisl or complcccly sup­
planted it with one of their own. 

'When my oldest 
started school, I 
helped her, 'said 
Yvonne Kent, a 
Lauderhill mother 
who is in the HIPPY 
program with 
daughter Shanelle, 
3. 'I used to work 
with her just by 
guessing what I 
needed to do. Now I 
have q set pattern. 
I'm more consistent.' 

can I do today?' " 
Last momti, Ken1 and her home 

visitor, Nancy Harden, jumped in 
and out or a rope circle toge1hcr 
for a lesson .:m forward and back­
ward, inside and outside, and 
other opposites. Shanelle's pro­
jects covered the apartment's ~in· 
inii room walls and table: a pair or 
binoculars made from toilec-papcr 
rolls, a robot made or cookie 
boxes. a chart showing the concept 
of big versu5 small. 

GETTlllG All EARLY START 
4-year--0lds in classroom 

, l"Wq1lft • comprdlensive rewilw 
lhllt inciudes ..m.w:i....,., 
parwna.fllnMl~rsor 
ta1cti.rs, andthtchiid. 
•GM Dnderpn.n tucMrs kNJ9M 

, than-•• cwnnrtfne.Wlelr 
l·rwquirementtDdltlnna"l•whdw 
i .. 1child1i·m1tr10Un.· 
i .lrtdudf iii the mt&-mannted 
I rndiineu:· SCIWlni"lg llMtha 1h1 
: .. ch1d bu: lmn enrolled In pn-
1 . kiacbirganen, prui;hool gr child 
j car._ Thli f.il QM1 dw Ulderg1iri.n 
: , .. adw 1 Maw idu at whither Iha 
i chld hlshn ~ .. Wiii 
j pp il~g and sodai atilb.. 
: •Crute lwttw" comnamicllion 
j bt'twnn~IUc:ben.and 
: pnkindtriartwl and pnuhool 
! . worUn. Schaab should partnlf 
i iMth chilcl-C•• pravidm iii U..tr 
: annd•ncamnatoprvvidt 

1 . :=:e.nuw:: :art and 
! "tinderg1rtencumcuium.. 

! ====r::..~~a ! tonHI tdtic9tiol'l lnm how to 

j ~ ::W~en~~::' 
! .::-.::r:::V~:~ 
i·~=~~-~-11 .· 
I.: . '·. ·. 

j·:'"~~·m 
! :.-:-c~~Si~!/'°"'',.,.. 
!.-===::=:.~ 
! :·=-P-i~i·.~-~~~· . 
; ·~wnti1pinpri1t•n.du 
j ll1d roulina.. fFolaws simpi1 rula 

! ~::.~~·...,~~ 
! "guidanc. and minimal protests.I 

! ~~::i:~~bs~HIJ\d 
j ::~':a ~1::.~:-:.::"~':::11 o~ ! lhuctlonJ : · · · 

i~~=~~ya-mty 
! ·l'.';~wt19n9Cllak118'Nbng.I 

:.0..1orinrau 1ppraprim · 
lntenction1'Mtb!Uh9rcbUdnm. 
lP~m~wtwitJdwsta 
pl1yingalonr.btigln1to11Mworda , 
lt."IOM C9111'k~ M\Jlt,ptiVI.\ 
•Copu with Chlhngn and 
bum111Dn. IS.111rms frorn p1"'1t 
wilhout ervlna; ua.n wOrds ln1t11d 
af ptiysic"lf111;rauiontosolv• • 
piobblrn.I 
•o.fnoNntn 1ppropoat1 Ulf­
htlP .N.ilts. llltu toii.t ar:rd ••t1 
lndlP91'1danlty. I.IHI ll\llt'nlls 
wnhoul b1'9abnll-I 

. •&prWs Ntdi. IHH baste 
· woC9butarY ta npru1 n•cblw•rrts; 

STATE HAS BEllCHMARKS 
Checklist is controversial 

Two years ago, the Florida 
Depanmenl of Educaiion gave 
schools the 's.tate's ched.litl of 16 
benchmarks to p.uge the scope or 
the readine55 problem. n11: list's 
11ems range from the specific 
(whether a child's immunizations 
are current) to the very general 
(whether a child ··engaaes ,uccess­
fully in kinderpnen tasks''). 

Palm Beach Counly dclincalcd 
ci&hl different areas, including 
one called "demonstrates cxpcn­
cncc wnh ma1hcmat1cal con­
cepts," which required children to 
show an unders1andin' of ideas 
such as "bi& and more.' Abou1 76 
pen::ent of Palm Beach kindergan­
ners were rated ready when they 
pa.sscd al lcasl six of lhe cus1om-
1zed benchmarks. 

-llTOCICDIHllWll:ISllll 

LOOK LIVELY: Yvonne Kent, right, ls trained at home by Nancy 
Harden as pan ol the HIPPY program - and learns that she should 
am mate her expressions when she reads to her daughter. 

In classes like Pasarin's at Tous­
saint Louver1ure Elementary, 
4-year-olds from low-income fam­
ilies get an early s1a11 in lhe clan­
room wnh free prekindergarten 
classes provided by the state lot­
tery. In Pas:irin's class, where a 
curriculum called Hi11h/Scope is 
used, every developmental mile­
stone 1s recorded in a 20-page 
evaluation chat goes into each 
ch1Jd"s file. 

· ~ovwtupffrwhotshurt1nd 
cGll'lforu..J 
•DernoostrrteslPhlratlnprinted 
m9'1ri1la.IS.ilc11rmitmatstu.-.ad 

0

klrplH1Ul'l;lhDW1plH1Ura"lfben 
TNdlOJ 
".p:_11k1pd.s ~ 11l!Sttc and musical 
:ac;tn'itleL tMowu lO 1ounds and 
nt111ic; uu1 an m~riab to dapict 
·a~ncn:.~atian.1ar 
"llna;inalion.J 

A child who earns a ··yes"' 
response to 12 or more or 1hc 16 
check.list i1ems is "ready." 

The check..lisl has been widely 
cnticized as overly broad and sub­
jective. Teachers complain that 
the chree-week rcponin1 period 
isn't enoug.h time to assess each 
child and that some arc labeled 
··unready" even 1houg.h tht:y later 
make remarkable strides. 

In a dozen olher counlies, lhe 
chcckhH was replaced by a prores· 
sional assessment called D1al-R. 
which has leachers counl the num­
ber or limes a child can jump and 
the number of body parts a child 
can identify, amon1 01her th1nas. 

checkl151 as 1s. ii still would be 
apples end oran11e1. Teachers 
make it subjective." 

A bill sponsored by Sen. Betty 
Hclzendorf, D-Jacksonville, in 
the Florida Legislature this ses­
sion would create a state School 
Rcadinen Comm1ss1on, whose 
m1ss1on, 1n part, would be to 
devise a bcner way or measurina 
readines.s for use by all counties. 

ADDRESSING READINESS Miami-Dade and Broward 
school systems offer free lessons to 
a small number or parents on how 
to prepare lhe1r kids for kinder­
pnen. In one of the progr:ams -
Home Instruction Program for 
Preschool Youn15ters, or HIPPY 
for short - parenls are trained to 
JO into other parents' homes to 
increase their involvemenl with 

Parents can get training 

Expcns say a better screenin& 
would allow lonaer obscr\'ations, 
include in1erviews with parrnu 
and indicate whether the child 

Refcmn1 to the state lisl. which 
is used by Miami-Dade and 
Broward, Shari Iba, coordinator 
of child development services for 
Broward pubhc schools, said: 
"Even 1f everybody did that 

THE STATE'S AGENDA ON KIDS (continued) 

AGENDA. FROM 11A 
•DA't' CARE 
PtopONI: Expand state subsidte1 to child-care cen­
ter• alreedy serving •2.000 low-income childr11n. 
Who bell9ftb: 26.500 i;hildr•n on waiting Ii.ts. 
most of them children of ··woriun51 poor" families; 
officials e~pect weitlng Ult• will fill egein, one. lh• 
current overage i• prOYided for. 
Cost: seo million. 
ProPQMI: E:ocpand 1he Gold Seal of Apprm.al spe­
cial acC1edl111tion progrern. 
W'hG benefit&: Children if\ stste--
subsidiZ8d dav Cllf1I who c:ould go to beaer cenlltn. 
Cost: $4 million. 
Of th• state's more than 6,000 UcenNd day-care 
centers, onty 472 have met the higher ltandard8 
for staff 1r11mmg and lower child-to-11aff ratios that 
come with a Gold Seal cJ11niflcetion. This '#Ould 
increase the number of Gold Soal COf'lton by about 
300, and provide money to ltffr mor11 kids receiv­
ing stata sub51din into tiigher-quehtv programa. 

•FAMILY DEVELOPMENT 
Propoul: Expand th• Healthy Families program 
now opua1ing in Pinellas. Orenge. Hilllborough, 
Duval and Polk counties. 

Who benefits: l .200 fa~ll\ea ttatew1de. 
Coet: $21.3 million . · -
This proQram." stmned In 1992, peini perltnts of 
Infants considered "at rillill.R of abuae or neglect · 
with paraprofMSional• who mN home visit9 and 
offer peren1in9 educetlon and ehikt development 
guidance for the first f"rve yur-... lAg:Wi.tors are 
advancing plans 10 e.a.pand the program. · 

•PROTECTING ABUSED CHILDREN 
Propoa.el: Add 200 child protection worte .... · 
Who~ Children et risli of abuH or neglect.. 
Cost: S34 million. · · · 

Abuse or neglect was blem~ for lhe Meth• of 82 
Florida children Int yur. compered whh 38 the 
year before. Chronfc turnover or low-peid workers 
In children'• protectiw tervlcn h• pl~ued Che 
state·s etTorta tor yea~ 

WHAT OTHll.R LAWMAKllRB PROPOB6 
•PRESCHOOL 
Spon.aor. House Speaker 0.0 W.a.ter, A-Orlando. 
Proposal: Move Flo1ida'1 p .... K CIUMS from th. 
junediction of ttie public.1Chool1 to d"I• state'' 
Department of Children end Femil•. The st.t• 
1peride more than S100 million a.,.., on ~K 

!heir children, ages J to S. 
The pro1n1m tar1e1s parents 

who have linle formal education 
themselves. A total or 43.S parrnls 
in both counties are visited once a 
week. 

In !he one-hour visits, the par­
ents are 1iven five daily lesson 

The report covers everythina 
from making friends {Does the 
child refer to classmates by their 
names?) to following musu;: (Docs 
the child respond to the beat of 
songs w11h simple movement, like 
patting k.nees?). 

·Appr~tt probllra-MlMng il!ld 
critkaHhinklnglblls..IPU!lgradu­
iltld sb'H in ordar;b9t}lnstouu 
compara~ words; lDlll.I 

~~~n~;h~~0s~1pp7i~: ~~eho~r:yv~:,~ 
1or worlu tbrou&h each lesson in 
the role or the child. 

'"When my oldest started 
school, I helped her,·· said Yvonne 
Kent, a l...audcrh1ll mother who is 
in the proaram with dau&hter Sha· 
nellc, 3. "I used to work with her 
just by 1uessin1 what I needed to 
do. Now I have a sci panem. I'm 
more consi11enl. I have more 
ideas instead or wonderins, 'Whal 

The day has a n&id Khcdulc ~ 
the children become familiar with 
following a daily plan, from their 
Good Morning sons to circle lime 
to story time. 

WIWIE TV &ET llW' •F.-_......_ ........ ...,,_dlile; .· 
CdlheMiEni-OIClltctioDl.....-.n'• 
Ear!JOiiklloodl'rollfllltlOlficlll:IJ)51 
l95-7¥lr.UWlltowardsd!ool..,.am'1 
Chrto~Sankeldl'le11t 
~116MB~9LnLm:IU 
pm.-Mdly&.. 

"Come over here and let me kiss 
your brain," Pas.arin says to one 
4-year-old who answers a ques1ion 
correctly, plan1m1 her hps on the 
little airl's head of braids. _.,. ..... ·--~·~-. _,.., ........... ,. ...... _ 

··My 1oa.J is 10 make them enjoy 
leamin1," Pas.arin says simply. 
"Then they will be ready." 

,.,..:. Urilf.I i--.---~ 
~....w. .. 

cl~ fo~ 28;8SIJ 4: ~ 3-~r-old9 frorTi i-m~v--'. 
eriahed famlllM. ·: '. ·. . ·• ·, · ,-_ .: 
Who beneftta: PubllC IChool• can remain focused · 
on IC--1.2 9dUC11lion; pre-IC. children beco1ne the · 
fOcut of community-baud orga~ior. hil"lld by 
the fbrte Department of Childreri .ind Femmes.. . · · 
CoK Unknown. . . 

• ci.Ass1CAL MUsic 
~Sen. Blil TumeJ, i:>-Miami Shor". 
~ Musk: - lhel'1 whM day care needs. 
Drawing on .-..arch 1how'ing thM stimulation of 
chlldr•n'a brains .. rty In life pays off. In IQ lam, ~I 
fecditi• serving childr.., ~n itges Z and i 
would be r9Qulr9d to prowich a half-hour a day of 
ewposu"' to muUc and dlrect9d reading of boob ::!tc:;.•nt ~~nta: led by tuc.h~· and dey-c11"' 

Who beMftta: Chlldren. 
Cost: Un._noWn. •. ·.. ·, . 

• STREAMUNl~G BUREAUCRACY 
Sponeor: San. Tom Roes:in, D-Wnl Palm Beach. 
Prvpaat Rl!lqu!ra Depiutment at Children lllld 
Famill9s to narow its b:ul to pnwntion and inVllSIJ. 
g9tion at dlild abuee; the tigeney'S oumtr11 responsi­
biiitiM for food si.npt. menml hMlrtt mnd eubstancl 
*-~would go ta other SCMB agencies. 

~o ~Ab~~ n~I~ dlildren. 
Cost limited adminilltrlrttve costs for l"90f'Vaniza... 
lion of agencin. · · 

• MORE CONTROL TO LocAL cOMMuNmes 
Sponsor. Sen. Ginny Brown-wm.; R·Spring Hill. 
Propoal; Hand ov..- child-ebuM pnrvention 
rnponsibility to nonprofit community-baud 11g..­

ci .. and local .tlerift's dePlirtmerU. "-Publican 
Job Bush pointa to ~ County, wtwe locat 
nonproftt organizations an handllng protection of 
ctilldren und4tr contract with the lltste, and 
Manatae Coun.ty. whee• the V..tff unda •deputy 
out on t1Very complaint of d"iild abuu or neglect. · 
Brown-Waite's bill IS 36.2) tests the thfJOl\I in 
Pineltas and Paaco countia.. StM:eo#ide pha:M-in 
would tU:a place over throe veers. 
Who beMftt& Abu9ed ..ct negletffd chikln:n. 
Coet: Minimal; pnvete eg•nc• .net sherifh con-:. 
tl11iCWd to handle wort now perbmed l7t aw · 
~ency. . , . 

To learn thtt stlfJJs of any leQislatJon or,..,,,.., 
wp1a of •ny bfll:J- filed. call rll11 Log~rwo·s roll-­
ha phone line, 1~111Z1. AIJ)'Otllt w;m com· 
purer M:CeU to rh~ fnrem&t can fSnd CGpia of leg­

W.Pon .-c http--{lleg..,.,....m - M4RK SILVA 
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FLOR DAS YOUNGEST R E A D Y 0 R N 0 T 

What it means to be the parent of a young child ..• 

Child care eats up a 
chunk of monthly income 
In 1 1ecent repon by the U.S. Census Bureau. poor 
lamolre5 paid abou1 one Third less !$50 vs. $76) than 
tam1l1es who were not poor. But child care consumed 
a larger share of the poor family s budget 

l"ln:1-..1l1111nlhlylamily 
inc ... ap1nlD11chilllcare 

p~:~o;; 111 .. :\:::?:t~1~rA'i 

The middle class is feeling the squeese. t" 
Acclftint t. JI- Ylwt-bntl 
hmalln 11111111 w.n.1......_: 

insurarce11the last 20years. 
These ch11altn do not Qualify for 
any kll'ld al Dl..t>lic aid They often 
go 'Nlthout checkups and other 
rr-.io .. 

highel nSk ct getting poor care ,, 
day-care centers Thev dO no1 
~lrfy for ptognims ~Ice Head Start. 
wtuch have high lieensing 
standards. and often can t afford to 

,.._..,_.ST'OCXEllltttir91dSllll'I 

WOADS AND PICTURES FOR TOTS: Sande Gruskm, above, reads to kids 
9 lo 12 months old in a child developmenl class al Nova Southeastern 
University. She Mids up a plastic spider. lett. as an anen1ion-getter. 

.1£it :=.::n:· 
~ dHIClflOOd along with 

IOIMadfU. 

101 TO CONTACT US 
• To COllHltent on 1hi• Mries, 
address letters lo Ready or Nol? 
TtM Miami Heratd, One Her~ 
Plaza, Miami, FL 33132-1693, Of 

email us al leaharn@herald.com 

State's baby boom, money windfall fuel debate 
CHILDREN, FROM 1A 

says Matthew Mdmed, director of 
the Zero 10 Thrtt child advocacy 
orpn1za1ion 1n Arlinaton, Va. 

Evidence of the movemenl's 
momenlum is widespread: 

•Slates' ini1ia11ves ningina 
from a $90 million children's ser­
vices network in North Carolina 
to a $14 million propam in Mis­
souri 10 help parents prepare their 
babies for school succcu. 

•A SIO million "I Am Your 
Child" campaian spearheaded by 
filmmaker Rob Reiner, fealuring 
TV ads on parenun1 slulls and a 
one-hour TV special on infant 
brain developmen1 broadc.ut 
1w1ce by ABC last year. The 50-
ycar-old father of two youn1 boys 
has set up his own foundation to 
crusade for the issue. 

• Kellog's decision lo put 
information enc.ouncina puenlJ 
lo sina and read 10 lheir babies on 
2S m1Uion boxes of Rice Krispies 
and ci:plain1n1 how such activities 
st1mula1e leamina. 

• Pcnonal advocacy by HiUary 
Rodham Clinlon, who held a 
White House conference on infant 
brain development last year. 

HOW FLORIDA FARES 
Growing needs are cited 

In Florida, experts convey an 
urxcncy in terms of worxnina 
needs: 

•A demoanph1c shift that has 
made the million children in Flor­
ida under qc 5 lhc state's fastest-
1JOwin1 aroup of kids. That nwn­
bcr includn 154,000 kids in 
Miami-Dade and 91,000 m 
Broward. (Every month, l,CMXl 
unwed mothen in 0.dc and 500 
in Broward sive birth.) 

• A arowin1 population of 
adulu wbo lad job slulls and the 

POSSIBLE GAINS: lldti.catn IJrJIJ out th,u ta"11talir.i•1 p•tnuial 
bnufiu rJf a p-101n foCMI •• 11Jrly childhrJ.J dni1Upmmt: 
• FtlT rr.J""J drJIJJzr in'Vl1Ud ;.,, pns(hH/s, thn1(rJ..JJ11' a S7 1avi111 
in 1pmdin1on1p1cial dsu:atini. m,,., an.J wt/fllrt. 
• Sp1Ci1J/-,Jsu:atin pillummr.s .n..JJ ht Clilt in hll/f. 
• f1t1.1mill""'J't.J'rJ"1J l1't1i1t ;,. hll/f. (Ft..ril/a 1f'NhSI J,971 pn 
ttmagn in dnnr.titm w. SZ, 97 Jpn chi/4 in lfllr1idiud ,hi/J (drt.) 

ability 10 read and write on a 
mnth-iradc level, but arc ra1smg 
ooc of every three children. 
(Rcsearcllen say parents' educa­
tion lS the lhc No. I at-nsk ind1ca-
1or in child development.) 

• More women who wor:lr. and a 
srowth in 1in&le-paccn1 housc­
hold1, which put two of every 
three babies and toddlcn in child 
care. Sixty percent of that child 
care i1 minimal or inadcqua1e, 
acc.ord1n1 10 a new Families and 
Work lnstnute survey of 150 Flor­
ida child~ centers. 

• A frqmented, underfunded 
cariy-chlldhood sysaem of services 
that impacu every family - rich 
or poor - but is ranked 47t.b in 
the country by Kids Count, 
another cblld advocacy lfOUp. 

'THE YW TO CATCH UP' 
Climate called favorable 

Politically, Lbcrc is a sense 

:t!~nfora:=~~n~:I e~o~t:~ 
behalf of children won't come 
apin. Marian WrilJbt Edelman, 
president of the Children's 
Defense Fund, said durina a 
rcccnt visit to Miami that in states 
like Florida - Dush with boom-
1n1 sales-tax collections, savinp 
from shrin.lr.i111 welfare rolls, and a 
tobacco law1uit settlement wind­
fall .• - "'tilts 1s the year to catch 
up 

The mama'c of brain science 
and child-rea.nn1 hu caused both 
parenu and politicians to dis­
cover, however, I.hat 1hc leap from 
laboratory lo ounery is a Iona one. 
~ it is addina 10 parent.al wor-

A Zero 10 Three poll last year 
found I.hat t.bc more parenlJ learn 
about the impon.a..nce of the early 
years, 1he h1ahcr their anxiety. 
Only 1wo in five parcnu surveyed 
said they felt sure they could 1cll 1f 
their baby's devclopmcn1 wu on 
Ind. 

Liza Diu of Coconut Creek, 
who attends a weekly baby class at 
Nova Southeastern Univcnity in 
Davie w:ith her year-old dau&b-ter 
Abipil, uys she's learned a areat 
deal from rescarchina lntemct 
si1es, but th.at lmowlcdsc has rein­
forced bcr concem that "the bia­
SCSI problem for mothcn is bav1n1 
cnoqb. time ... 

Policy-ma.Ir.en. arc wrestlin1 
with these complexities, too. 

"How do we move from 
research labs to school rooms and 
livina rooms in ways that make a 
difference?"' uks Fran.Ir.. Newman,' 
president of the Dcnvcr-bued 
Education Commission of the 
States. "I fit doesn't end up chan1-
in1 bow moms and dads interact 
with their children. it isn't 1Qin1 
to ma.lr..e a difference.·· 

Tbe deba1e involves more than 
~ust parents, CJ.pens 1ay. II 
mvolves teacben, carqaven in 

ch1ld-c.arc centers. hcallh officials. 
politicians, corporations and 1hc 
commumtya1 large. 

FLORIDA'S BABY STEPS 
State addressing issues 

Florida is be&innina to addreu 
the issue wi1h baby steps. The 
debate over early childhood 1s 
shapina a larxc pan of 1hc Florida 
Lc11sla1urc's qenda this session 
as Gov. Lawton Ch1lc1 seck..s to 
leave behind a lcpcy of children's 
advocacy. 

"My dream is to Stt a b1ddin1 
war over who can s.pcnd the most 
money for cbildren the way there 
was • biddina war for pnsons, .. 
Chiles said Lui month. 

But Daniella Levine, exccuuvc 
director of the Human Services 
Coalition of Miami-Dade County, 
nCMcs tbal there are other forces 
compctina for the money windfall. 
They include proposals for a 
m1ddle-c.la.u tax brca.lr. and more 
money for 5Chool construction. 

Chiles' budact taracts youna 
children not.ably with inma11ves 
dcaliq with bcaJth care and seiek­
ina to eliminate one of the state's 
chronic wa1t1n1 hslJ for social ser­
vices - 2S,OOO children of'"wort.­
in1 poor" families wa.itina for 
state-subsidized day care. Money 
will come pa.n..ly from lhc state's 
SI U billion settlement of a law­
suit with the tobacco industry and 
partly from a fedcna.I procram that 
1s supportin1 a combination of 
Medicaid and pnvate hcalth-in­
swance expansion. 

aoo~:~~~~n~:. 1:oornmi~1i~! 
for carly-ch1ldhood improve­
ments. 

If the Lcaislatwc puses the bulk 
of Chiles' propou1&, 1t will have 
accompJisbcd more for its youn­
Fll children tbaa al any time in 

slate hislory. "a massive, wonder­
ful change," says Susan Muen­
chow, director of the Flonda Chil­
dren's Forum. 

Still, Muenchow adds: "In the 
contexl of making children ready 
for school, it's JUSt • drop in the 
bucket." 

PRE-I FUllDlllG LIMITED 
Few employers involved 

State spendina on prelundefllr­
tcn intervention accounls for JU5' 
one-half of I pcn::ent of the educa­
tion budlCf.. for nample - and 
none of the proposals on dee.Ir. tbi1 
year will increase that. 

Find1n1 qualily child care where 
children Fl Lhc requisite mental 
nourishment and stimul1t1on 
rcmaiDS costly and bard to find. 
Few employcn in Miami-Dade 
and Broward are contnbutina to 
employee needs 1n this area.. 
(When Aonda offered to malch 
dollar-for-dollar all corporate c.on­
tnbutions to a Child Cue Pur­
e.basin& Pool, only two Dade hilli­
ness entities responded. In 
Broward, only one.) 

And the overarchina problems 
of poverty and SlJCUed families ........ 

Newman, of Lhe Edue1tion 
Commission of the States, told 
Florida early-childhood advocates 
recently: "Prevention isn't the 
Amcncan way. We're nOI terribly 
&ood until we have a Pearl Har­
bor." 

Yet in recent yean, seven.I 
states have launched a.mbuious 
efforts to focus more rcsowi::es on 
dcvclopin1 childrn in the early 
ycan. 

Gcorpa is usina its loncry 
money to provide prc..lr...indcrpn:en 

lo every 4-ycar-old whose pa.rents 
want ii. Kentucky's far-reaching 
1990 Education Reform Act -
aimed "partly at stronger preschool 
programs - caused achievement 
scores in readin1 and math amon1 
fourth-&radcrs 10 soar by 1996. 
North Carolina bas pioneered 
model public-private early-child­
hood pannersbips. 

WHY FLORIDA LACS 
Other priorities prevail 

The reasons 1ha1 Flonda i1n·1 
amona 1bose leaders arc many: 

•The llltc hasn'I incrcascd iu 
6 percent sales tax in 10 ycan and 
hu no income tu.. 

• The Les.islaturc pvc priority 
in lbc early 1990s to new prisons, 
and now that they are built, wel­
fare reform bas emcrxcd as the 
not must-do project. 

• The state already is struglina 
with overwbelmin1 demands 
placed 011 public school-'. 

OfTcrina prcklndcrpncn to 
every Florida 4-year-old alone 
would cost S600 million -
Chiles' total budaet for a host of 
children's prosrams this year. 

Most early-childhood experts 
say that in a state with over­
wbdmin1 needs li.lr.c Florida, pro­
vidi111 more beallb insURDce and 
rqulatcd care for kids. plus 
anac.k.in1 child abuae, isn't a bad 
place to start. 

But wbat this year's debate 
really represents, the experts say, 
i1 the bepnnina of a Iona sou.1-
scarcbina proceu. 

"My experience with policy ini­
tiatives is that they never proceed 
in a Wiiy you would p~fcr • ., says 
Mel.med, of lbc Z.Cro to Tbrtt 
child advocacy organization. 
"They're aJways messy. But 
what"s cncourq.ina is they've 
staned.'" 
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Watch closely. These are our children 
•'If A•ttrlc1111 di/ti c11r11 pr•ctius rttflttct 01.r 

bttlttfs dOMI cllUtlr1111, 1111111 it is dtt•r rlurr MOii of 
.,. lli•w l11/1111cy a 011/y 11 prttlMtl• to tlltt rt111lly 

::n;:!:;;,:' :~:fo:'=~~ ~~·:.:U~k"c'::. 
trot. wllid ,.... CltJMCI lo tuUOAlllially KCflr ... ,,,,., 
u bait: 11Hb 11r11 •itr. TJie '"''" ii, /11 f11c1, tlltt 
rewnL F11r fro•• 61111ir11 111Jttt o/ptt'lMfM•l •al­
lt11Jbility, i11/Hcy 1.1 tlitt P4riod of 011r •ost co•pla 

~l:r::::::::::.~ U:,:!,"z,t:Ju~:l.0=.i 
wltid1 c1111 llUt for 11 lifnillu:. " 

-y:u.~"d.'!'k:: ':i t'..:Z~~ 
by Robia Karr-Mont Hd Mered.lib S. Wiley, 

1;1997, Adulic Moat.Illy Preu 

A 
REVELATION ... of sorts: Yes, some lhi.ngs 

Mi.~f~ .:~~~°:ba~! ~1:h:~: ~·~~:~ 
attention for early-<:hildhood education. 

Here is a scandalous fact: In our state, up to a 
third of the children arcn'I ready to learn when they 
enter school. Those who never 
catch up - and the numbers arc 
huge - are those children mo!t 
likely later to be in trouble, and 
causing trouble. If compassion 

~~:;h11~a~~C:sncfo:r~~·~~od~ 
~mtb~fo;H:'~c~ys~~~: 
of your own sclf-in1crcs1 You 

~08:1~i~~:1~~rr:~? s~ci~~~ej~! DAVID 
answers begm w11b b1nb. Or LAWRllCE JR. 
befe: nothing will chanlj:e until PUBLISHER 
you 111.Jist tba1 aometh1ns: be 

:r~~- f::r~F~~~C'.:00~ ·~~ ~~:1:F:rg~its~~; 
pro~:~·worries me, underscored by my convcrn­
tions as I visited Tallahassee this past week. is that 
riJ~rybody seems to be in favor of domg something. 

!Ji,jt bdc0d~~~-1 :~~i':h! ~~~ry ~~~b;~~~pn}~vr~ 
ward. We might even weaken our present standards 
and comnuanent. 

Watch closel)' for two thinas: (a) whether a high­
est-level board 15 created to oversee all tllis. and (bJ 

whether financial incentives arc 
voted to create county-by-county 

~v:_t;t~!1i:r:~!:r·:/~.%: 
an~ a substantial chunk abould 
be directed toward 1ettm1 me.y 
more children ready for succcas 
in hfe. These are ow children. 

Ghosts from 
the Nursery 

affect all children and all parents. 

an~~= ~ l~'t'.i ~:!~ ~~:~:~~~} 
the clusroom education that she or 
be receives 11 affected by the readi­
ness of her or hi• peen. Look a1 the 
system that we have for dctcnnining 
whdber studcnu are ready for post­
secondary education, or for tutoring None ofthia it about ideology, 

but ralbcr thia buic: Every pro-

fo"a;::c~:;Ji!s 1i~:I~~!:~~~ 
1ram that speaks to nutriuon. 
health. and lcamin1 - is a 
''school-readi..ncu'' program. 

~o::i"'~~r~~e~~o ~~/ t~cs!~r~~= 
prepan11tion for elementary years the 
same way. 

Early-ch1ldhood educalion 

• Tracin£ the Roots 
~1:~~~0~:1 f :S~~~:!s0~d~~ ~~ 
vale sector Getting everyone on the 
same page is a daunting challenge, 
bul the payoff is huge. us~::c~ 1:.'s ':f.~~jy ·~·==~~ of \-'i()lc:11cc 

nrtllel/ tit• ti•• HSI Ii-.. for clt;J- iw.. .. K•n-:W..• -i Mrrnruh ;111 w.i.,. It c1111 be done. 
tire• to le•r• • seco•tl l••111•i• 1 .... ~i...._1~ '" T """'..,. 11n.1h•• • i.s ill euly ,,U• scleool. ""' llqlt 
scltooL As we l••r• .bo11t br•i• A must-read book "Wllil• site is still ,.., fro• tit• 

wo•b, OJ tit• breo11tes ltu first br.-tlt, cn·es lter 
Jim cry,/•.& Ur fint 1u.sa of CHI oir, ltn bnDll i.s 
b11iltli111 irulf ot • r•t• HWT to be r•p•ot•d.. Siie 
alr•tu/y lllows di• so11M of lter ..atlter 's llflice uJ 
nmu to iL Siu p:a • lter llUllJen't/u• wUll r-..i 
co11n•tro.tio11. Sy11•p••• ;,. lter ri11y brt1i11 ore 

z~~::lt:~::::•::t::=~~·~·:•~~~~:~:i.:: 
01111tt to be tlte foc11s of 011r .. ost c"lUi11e etl11co­
tio""1 strau6in. ' ' 

- From Gltom fro., tit• N11rsery 

We have come fu enough now to sec bow much 
could be done to make a difference in the carly­
childhood years. Bui if we, or ow elected rcprescn­
tal1ves, sec these needs as merely uiotbcr public­
policy issue competing with others for ow- rcsow-ccs 
uid attcnhon, then we and they will have missed the 
poin1. Our immediate investment will chanac lives 
of children and families 11ow. Our in..,estmcnt, ID 

ways that we can predict. Wlll make a difference in 
the future of ow schools and the long·tcrm success 
of ow young people. 

What olhcr mvestment prom11cs so swe a pay­
off? 

This is nol about other people's children, but 
rather about all our cluldrcn. 

In the past, so many of us reacted slugguhly 10 
demographic cbanaes related to mother! working 
outside the home because our society was ambiva­
lent aboul whether that was good or bad Thal issue 

::n~~~ ,::~1~f ~~~r1v~0 :~~~~~ ;~\~ 
care so frequen1ly inadequate. Today these 111ucs 

;.::,1:r c~.:;?t::~~ ':,.:·;:,.;;·::::;.::.:~; 
for tlt•s• •••••tJI of li11t1, "'"' s••ll, t111tl to11clt, 
t111tl .101111", ••ti lost• - tit• corp••l•r.1 of tlle 
1t .... ,. brai11. 

"Site will"'"''°'""' lter 1110tlln'1 llai&e to Uq 
it co•i•I· Sit• A:11ow11 lter •otltu '1 t••ll •11tl lter 
f.,ltn'.1 110lce if It• AIG bH11 chue ltl Jwr ..o1Aler U. 
die lluf two •ollllu. Site •q olrwuly two111iu ull 
prefer t1 f••ilit1r 1111rsery rlly••. or so111. or co11-
nrto. Her li•bs •t1y .. 011• 1po111t111eo11dy to,,,,.rd 
lier •otlter '• 11oin ;,. t1 dt111n tllot •irron tit• 
rltytlt•s of tit• words. Wi1Ali11 11 frw rnd..1 Aler ow11 
so1111b will rqllc11t• rbse rlt,.,...,_ Site cu i•itttl• 
f•ciol opreuio1u. Sit• cH follow t1 liri11t1 object 
•ovi111 tl11wly uro.11 lier fleltl of •i.sio11. Siie s.e.1 
tll• worltl ;,. color ••ti co11trt1:1t1. Siie i.1 /idly 

?"~="~ :'~. ".:~r~ ':,,!~::"u'° :~:::'! 
toh ;,. i11for•t1tio11 - for tlle first .,./ perbp!I 
... 11 i11cUiN iatpra1Ul1U of o lifni•L" 

- From Gllom fro .. tlle N11rsny 

• 
As you already have seen this year, and in the 

~:~~i~J~s!f;~!:~~°j5~~:1i::.5&?teJ !~~~~z~~ 
know that the series on early-childhood education 
that begins on Page One today is as impo11ant as 
anythmg that we Wlll pubhsh in 1998. 

co~s~r:n ~J lt~~i::t;~:c ~~!ctoG~~~~ 
bow vital this 1opic is. If I come across as a bit 
evangelical on the topic, it is only bec.au.sc I am. 

Read the series. Then insisl, wi!fow clc.::ted 

:fi~~~::e:rcfc~~~:h:i :f:~ne's ~bi1~1!ft 
behind. 

We cannot afford lo do less. 

Vou can wrtte to me et The Her.Id at 1 H9r&lid Plan. 
Miami, Fl 33t32-18ll3. orby•m911: dia-.nc.otwnkt.com 

Single-sex schools are not necessarily better or less sexist 
r:. 
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How a child's mind forms for a lifetime 
................. 
Hwlldl-llttlilltlWrtt. 

T his is wha1 we wN101hink aboul 1heb111in ora small 
child. 

We used to think it was a p:ay &lob ofneun>IQlicaJ Play­
Doh. just si1tin1 then till nalun could mold 11 into somet:h1n1 
useful 

We 1houp1 wrona. 
Today, sc1en1i11s have reached a conclusion 1ha1 bu pro­

foundly allcred our thinlr.1n1on 1hinlr.ina: The train tracks of 
the mind art: a worir. in procreu - from a child's time in lhe 
womb lhrou&h 1he fint ycan oflife, 1he1r development i1 
streak1n1 a.Ions al a rcnxious pace, mort: and more 1111ck 

bcii'b':!~=d:ion Yt'Orlr.cn are parqils and pndparents, 
day<are worir.en and scbooltcachcn - even other children. 
Talkina and in1e111ctin1 with •child s1rt:n11hen1 the network. 
ccmen1in1 connections thal last a li(elime. 

But if a child's bnin is nol slimulatcd durina those early 
ycan, the nep1ive consequences can last a lifetime. 

PLEASE SEE CHR.D'l llDID, IA 
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CHILD'l lllND, FROM 1A 

'"This is the period of uriprece­
den1ed opponuni11es for cl'lil~ren 
10 learn." s.a1d Dr. Paslr.o Ralr.1c, a 
Yale Unwersity researcher 
regarded as one of the world's top 
experts on child developmC'nt. "I( 
you don'I use ii, you lose 1i." 

Rebecca R. Fewell under"Stands 
all of 1his She 1s the auidinj spint 
oflhe Universi1y of Miami's Deb­
bie lns111u1e, which 1s devc>led 10 
1hc study of how children develop. 

She has helped parents recoa­
nizc thal their infanl's chonle or 
whimper is communica1ion every 
b11 as mcaninaful as a full sentence 
- and tha1 ii 1s owed a response. 

She tells this talc of her an.nd­
son When he was 6 monttls old, 
he was out for a ride with his mom 
and dad. They stopped 10 act 
somc1hin1 lo drink., IOI bai:lr. in10 
1he car - and were ins1antlY sere­
naded by !he howls of the1f baby. 

"That baby was commi.inicat­
ing," Fewell said. '"He didn't have 
the words to say, 'Hey! You're not 
shanna. I wan1 my drinlr., too.' 

"Bui thal's e11.ac1ly what he was 
sayina when he fussed. And, 
believe me, he ended up 1cuin1 
his drink." 

Power of nurturing 
Fewell has proved lhc power of 

nununna in an academic scllmg, 
100. 

She and 01her researchcrS affili­
ated with the Debbie lnslilulc 
wanted to sec what would happen 
to the lives of50adolcsccnl moth­
ers and their youna children 1f 
they were involved in a carf!paign 
to help malr.c !hem belier. more 
nununna parenls A second clus­
ter of moms 101 only 1radit1onal 
parcntin1 classes. 

The results were dramalic for 
the moms enrolled 1n the more 
claboroue half of the study -
molhcrs who had scarcely k.nown 
how to play with their children 
Their 1oddlcrs reg1s1ered impres­
sive pins: They were better able 
10 perform 1asks that rcncc1 brain 
arowth. bcncr able to pla'J' wilh 
01hcr children. 

It was a poignant reminder 1ha1 
hnle things like interacu(tn can 
:t1can a 101. 

Dr. Harry Chugani can sec lhc 
bencfiis of nununna on medical 
snapsho1s thal bum brightly 1n 
yellows and deep reds, greens a.nd 
cobalt blues - pictures 1h<1I look 
for all the world like colorized 
Ro~chach 1nkblo1s. The I)c1ro1t 
researcher has become it1lcma­
tionally renowned for the use of 
sophis1icated cameras 10 peer into 
the brains of children. 

His favonic 1001 is a device 

~~~~ ~~s~~~"1r.~::~i~ ~o'"j!~ 
scan II produces those mul11hucd 
snapsho1s tha1 measure brain 
ac11vi1y. Such 1cchnology :illows 
sc1cn1is1s to plumb a chunk of the 
body that has fiercely guarded i1s 
secrets. 

With these picture!. doctors can 
sec how the brain loolr.s in il child 
who has been nurtured. sec how 11 
loolr.s in a child who has dwelt 1n 
priva11on. 

P1c1urcs lilr.c those hnc con­
firmed the suspicions of neurolo­
g1su like Trevor J. Resnick of 
Miami Children's Hosp11al: 
"Your bra.in is born open - it's 
hkc an open book.'' 

And pages arc added at an· 
c11.plosivc rate. 

In the fim years of hi'c. 1hc 
brain loolr.s hlr.e Grand Cen1ral 
S1ation al warp speed. with 1he 
number of track! muhipl)mg at 
an c:tponcntial ra1c. 

Whet'• in the breln 
The brain 1s composed of cells 

called neurons. Each brain Jus bil· 
hons of them. And they arc linked 
by struclurt! lr.nown as synapses 
- 1hcrc arc tnllions of those -
thal form when 1iny ienladcs 
from nciahborina neurons con­
nect. 

To get an idea of the !1KC of 
construction inside an infant's 
bra.in. consider 1his: By the age of 
l. a healthy child will )'lave a 
bounty of synapses equal lo that of 
an adult By age J, the synapse 
census has blossomed 10 1.000 
trillion, twice whal mom iJr dad 
has. 

This 1s where lhc use·il-or­
losc-11 part kicks in. 

At 1hc same 11mc connec11ons 
arc bcin1 made, 01hcr traclr.s arc 
withering away. The more interac­
tion, the more s11mulation. lhc 
greater the number of connec1ions 
that survive. 

··You jus1 need 10 spenii time 
wuh your child. reading, talkina. 
lis1cnmg, responding lo the cues 
your child is giving you,'' said 
pediatrician Charles R. B.aucr. of 
UMtJack~n Children's HL~spital 
"l!'s no! that you give a pill and 
have &ood child dc~clopmcnt " 

The slakes arc subs1an11;iil: One 
study found tha1 the vocabulary of 
l·ycar-old~ whose mothers were 

D A s YOUNGEST R E A D Y 0 R N 0 T 

FRONTAL LOBEo 
Guides higher 
cognitive activity, 
including speech 
and reasoning. 

KEV COMPONENTS OF A DEVELOPING BRAIN 
The bre1n grows al a prodigious pace during the first months and years 
of life - in fact, by the age of 4 yeara. the human brain is four times the 
size ii was at b1nh 

CEREBRAL CORTEXo 
Controls higher mental 
funclions. such as 
thinking, planning, 
remembering, 
analyzing. 

PARIETAL LOBEo 
Plal(s a role in language 
and helps child 
recognize objects and 
have better eve· hand 
coordination. 

OCCIPITAL LOBEo 
Plays a ma1or 
role in visual 
perception 

THALAMUS' ------~~'i;;;;::=ini;;'7'-;:,,,;;;..,.~->ti<,;.,+t 
Key relay station for 
sensory informalion 
flowing into the 
brain, filtering 
information of 
particular imponance 
from the mass of 
signals entenng 
lhe brain. 

TRACKS OF THE BRAIN 
Synapses a1e !he 
bridges between !he 
traintracksolthebrein 
-thebillionsofcells 
clumped in our heads. 
The synapses go 
through an explosive 
period of growth from 
birth through the first 
threeyeers. 

~I 

1alka1ive was 295 words laracr on 
avera1c 1han that of a child whose 
mother wasn'I so chany 

All of which bqs the mosl criti· 
cal question of a.II: How docs 1hc 
brain Ir.now which 1raclr.s lo ban­
ish. which to preserve~ 

The rcsc.arch shows 1ha1 when 
there 1s healthy mental stimula­
tion, traffic s1rcaks along !he 
1raclr..s in lhc brain, and ~I 1hc syn­
apses along the craclr.s ~e1ve and 
squirrel away chemical s11nab 
Keep luming on lhe synapses over 
and over and they 1c1 slrongcr and 
stron1cr - until they cross a 
lhrcshold lhal wards off climina-
1ion 

They're safe into adulthood. 
Nol everyone embraces this ver­

sion of events wi1h the same 
cnth~s1asm. 

Scienli•I• ere diwided 
Two scienlific camps have 

sprung up, and while 1hcy aarcc 
1ha1 c:-.pcriencc and genes arc 
c!>Sen1ial m how lhe brain lums 
out, they differ on lhc imponance 

~~ ~~~i~~c~~1~ ftahveo~~~~ Fav~~ 
1 he power of experience. 

Still, people like pcd1atric1an 

Plays a major role 
In speech, auditory 
p8rception and 
complex visual 

Bv age 3, a 
baby's brain 
hes twice as 
many of these 

. ··perceptiorlS:.: · 
''.Lr 
··~;;-;.,.,. 
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EARLY INTERACTION: Four-month-old Oscar Sanchez shows 
fascination with to ya at the Centro Mater day-care center In Miami. 

Carmen de Lerma and psycholo-
11s1 Vivian M. Um,bel have seen 
enough 10 commil lhcmselvcs to 
instillina in paren1s 1hc 1mpor-
1ancc of uimula1ia1 a baby's 
brain. Umbel is senior psycholo-
1is1 al South Miami Hospital's 
Child Development Ccnlcr, and 

de Lerma is lbe med1c:al director. 
.. What's K> imponanl in com­

munica1in1 10 paren1s 11 this: 
Even thou&h a child may present 
with a problem at aac 12 months, 
that doesn't mean it's CHI in 
stone.~ Umbel sa.1d. "Children a1 
1U1 aac arc very malleable." 

And it's no! just whal parents do 
wilh them. It's what happens at 
day-arc centers and wilb sitters, 
100 In fact, some child c1.pens 
believe thal children are better off 
if they divide their lime between 
home and a child-care ccnlcr. 

"lfmom'sa1 home w11b Johnny, 
il's mom and Johnny," Umbel 
said. "Even if mom is opcra1in1 as 
an optimal parent, mom isn't 
another preschooler. " 

Quitt riewecl •• mi•t•k• 
But parents can'1assume1ha1 

Ir.ind ofsocial1z.a11on is happcnina 
in every day-ca.re ccn1cr. There's 
little tobc pined, Miami Ch1\­
drcn'1 Resnick. said, 1f a toddler is 
put 1n a rock.in& seal and left there 
all day. 

All of thi1, of course. is enough 
10 thrust parents in10 a guill· 
slabbed panic. Thal, c1.pcrts say, 
would be a m1stak.c. 

lns1cad, thlli is the wisdom thal 
de Lenna of Sou1b Miami Hosp1-
lal lbua with parcn1s: "Firsl and 
forcmos1. enjoy your child, for 
heaven's sa.lr.e." 

Herald r6earch «iillN £11.StlMth 
DonoWJn contribut~d 10 tlru report. 
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HOW TO COITACT US 
•ToC011111M11lonth1s_..._, 
address let! .. to Rudy or 
Not7The Miami Henld. OM Herald 
Plaza, Miami, FL 33132-1693, or 
e-mail US II IMtuNe@tteralcLco 

BOUT THE SEllES 
•SUNDAY: A million d'llldren 

under 5 are headed lor Florid• 'a 
schoots. Wiii they De ready to INm? 

• TOOAY:n..1 .. htnlntgrowth 
of brmin connection• in the Nl"IJ ...... 

• TUESDAY: Navtgallng thtl !al­
tered health-cat• maze. 

•WEDNESDAY: Ouallty llme 
and quality care onen elude the 
wor1ung poor. · 

• THURSDAY: The role ol corpo­
rete investment in day care. 

• FRIDAY: The IUfch !or child 
care lhal nourilh• the mind. Plu1: 
a rip-and-.. ve parents' guide to 
eartyl...-nlng. 

•SATURDAY: Thepromieeol 
horn9-buecl day carti. 
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Commissioner Kaplan to resign amid charges 
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•LOCAL NEWS 

Rolle, Rurkc 

State's system forces parents to play 
roulette with children's well-being 

lly KAllEN AAFD18KI ance. 
And ITEl'ffl!N lllllTH The state bureaucracy wasn't 
HerMI Hunh Wnten much help en her For 1wo 

T ~t~~c~8;r ~~s~'!~1~:1 i~i~~: ~~;l~~·tofe:~~~an~al~sep~s r~~; 
to lhe air 1n lnov1a Ferdinand's Klu&ht JUidance throu&h a maze 
apanmcnt. of pubhc hcallh plans. 

It drifted from the ri&ht car or No help for Mark..anson 
her youn1es1 son. Mark.anson In many rcspecu. the story of 
Athelus, where some1hin1 dis- Marhnson Alhelus is the story 
turb1n11rew. A tumor, the doc- of health care for Florida'~ chil­
tors told lhe Oakland Park. dren. circa 1998. It 1s a system 
mo1her, after 1hey had removed thal forces parenls to play rou­
lhe mllS from the 4-year-old's lette w11h then children's health 
ear. Your Kin needs help. - whether lhey're poor and 

The ne11 day. Ferdinand wenl unemployed or middle class and 
to her job at a Boca Raton fac- work.in1-
tory. Sorry, 1he bon !old her. There's little about the system 
We're shunin1 the factory. lhal's user-friendly. Jusl ask. 
Sol"f), the heahh insurance com-
pany !old her. No job. no insur- PLEASE SEE CHILDREN, 10A 

Famed 'baby doctor' 
Benjamin Spock leaves a 
l~acy of revolutionized 
chUd-rearing. 1C. 

•BUSINESS 

St:tkl"s raised for 
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•CONSUMER NEWS 

Sweepstakes must 
change promotion ,\ 111enca 11 Ru1 ker' 
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FIGHTING THE SYSTEM: Dianna Meani ol Cooper City. second from right. waits as her snoozing twins undergo checkups. Getting therapy for them =v=:,;:::-' 

For ailing kids, a struggle for care 
CHILDREN, FROM 1A 

some· 
body struuJina to 1c1 Medicaid 
Or ask a parent whose iMurancc 
will pay for only the mosl rudi· 
mcnlary therapy. 

The e1rly ycan an~ !he time 
when childn:n nttd help 1he most 
In Flonda, 11"s the lime when 
health care often l•"es them the 
least: 

•The slate's mosl trumpeted 
medical plan for children -
Healthy Kids - doesn't even 
cover children from birth to l. 

• Medicaid has so many 
built-in barricn that 1 third of 
Flonda's 800,000 uninsured kids 
who Qualify for help don't &Cl ii. 

• And the state pl1n dcsiancd 
specifically 10 help the younaest 
children wi1h the most problems 
- Ch1ldren·s Medical Sel°"ices -
has absorbed dcvu1a1ing C\.115. 

F1iling 10 pay up fron1 tr1.m· 
la1ei into children sorely unpre­
pared for 1hc start of school. lad­
ing !he intellectual ind emotional 
slulls to k.eep up w11h their peen. 

That'1 1ruc for children born 
siclr. a"d children born hcal1hy A 
hcal1hy baby can be pushed 
behind by something ;n rou1inc as 
an car infection: 1flen un1rca1cd, 
an earache can reiult m hcarina 
loss and speech problcm1. Al 1hc 
same time. prcmalure babies born 
wilh brain damage can catch up 
- 1f they gel cnouJh help. 

Bui in Florida. 1hc systems 
deiign:d IO keep children healthy 
arc nol well. 

In !he day1 aflcr Marlr.1n1on 
Alhcluf tumor was Ckcised. his 
mother bepn 1 f1111nt1c hunt 10 gel 
him care to cradica1c his cancer. 

Nobody 1old her aboul a federal 
program k.nown as COBRA 1ha1 
lcu pn>ple conlinuc their insur­
ance at their own expense 1.flcr 
they lose 1hc1r job. Nobody told 
her she could seek. care and at 1hc 
same time begin the process of 
qualifyina for Med1ca1d. 

The baule was Fcrdinand'1 
alone - Mark.anson·s father lives 
in Orlando and has hulc involve. 
men! 1n hisson'shfe 

"Rob a bank.,.. one doctor 
advi!>Cd her 

Weeln. then monlhs, passed. 
And the 1umor came back., b1ger 
than before. 

The 101! was not ju51 physical. 
Because it took. two months 10 gel 
help. Mark.anson missed 1wo 
months of prelunderprtcn. 

And because the lumor grew 
back.. docton were forced to !real 
h15 case more agress1vely. which 
meant more time 1n the hospital. 
less time in school. 

"This may be somc1hing hap­
pening in Third World countncs. 
but should it be happening in !he 
United S1a1csT' 511d Stuart R. 

L~~~:~?i/ t~r o~ci~l~~~la~~;:~ 
Ch1ldren"s Hospi1a1. 

•O EASY AllSWERS 
The obstacles are great 

Whal can be done for children 

hkc Marlr.anson? 
One 1hing is sure. Solutions 

won·1 come cheap The needs arc 
broad and deep. !he cracks so 
wide 1hcy swallow families whole. 

Families hke Maria Ruiz's. On a 
reccn1 day, she clambered aboard 
a bus for a 90-minutc ride lo the 
Memorial Pnmary Care Center in 
Hollywood. Daughter Iesha. 2. 
had an earache. 

Ruiz. of Hallandale. used 10 
have Medicaid. bul it nm out. and 
she hasn'I been able IO work 
lhrouah the mound of paperwork 
lo reapply. So here she is. dauih· 
ter in tow. $70 in her P<>Ckets that 
she borrowed from her family to 
pay for lcsha"s care ... Whal can 
you do? .. Ruiz said ... You·vc aot 
to take care of your k1d1." 

The story rings fam1har to peo­
ple toiling m the system, who say 
too many families arc cauihl man 
unrelenting cycle - they forfril 
Medicaid when !hey find a JOb. 
bul the job doesn"1 pay for insur-
1.nce. Then they lose 1hc1r job 
because they need to stay home 
and nurse a cn11cally ill child 

Or 1hey don·1 get prenatal care 
that miiht save a baby from mrdi· 
cal disaster because Medicaid 
doesn'I kick in 11ll birth. Or a tod­
dler loses Medicaid because the 
poverty 1hreshold for aid nscs as a 
child ae1s older. Or a woman 
struaglin& to hold a job can·1 act 
11mc off to sit for houn a1 a local 
agency office every frw months 10 
requalify as rhe law requires. 

Critics say ifs not enough to 
make government aid "available.·• 
W11h some heallh initiatives. ifs 

:~~ 1~~~~1~:~bu~lai~r~;c;~ ~~~ 
vide a map or a shovel. 

"I hear a lot of people say we 
offer peoplr lhcsc things \and! 1f 
!hey don't w1nl IO 1akr advanlage 
of them. 1ha1·s 1hcir problem." 
said Dr. Gwen Wunn, director of 
community pediurics at 
UM/Jackson ... You almos1 1e1 
this sense Iha! people wanl to pun­
ish families 1ha1 don·1 ao 1hrouiti 
the hoops.·· 

THE HOSPITAL SOLUTION 
Using emergency room 

Cnt1cs believe 1hc slate nttds 10 
do more 10 lei families know 
abou1 ser.,1ccs Oftrn. those left 
out of the syurm end up in 1hc 
one place 1ha1 can·1 tum them 
away: !he emericncy room The 
s1a1e hu saved the cos! of a doc­
tor's v1si1. bul local taxpaycn who 
support South Florida's public 
hospi1als pick up a far b1ger 1ab. 

"We see a 101 of paticnu here 
who arc borderline - !hey can't 
1e1 Mr.die.aid. but they can·1 really 
allord any medical care either:· 
said Dr P.M. Alamclu. a pediatri­
cian at Memorial Pnmary Care 
Ccn1er ... So ;a 101 of limn they put 
oil goina 10 1hc doctor un1il it 
bttomei an emeriency." 

The emcracncy room i1 no sub­
srnutc for rouune medical ca~. II 
isn't set up 10 give a IL.id shots. or 
do the dcvclopmcnll.I checks that 
might catch a toddler w11~ a 

speech problem. 
Ano1hcr irony: Florida has a 

na1ional reputation for innovative 
hcallh programs, bu1 its record in 
early childhood is spolly. 

In addition IO Healthy Kids not 
covenn1 mfanlS and toddlen, the 
Hcallhy Slar1 program of prevcn-
1ive S(:tvlces for prcinanl women 
and babies has never been rundcd 
lo mee1all1he needs, health work­
cn say. And the slate's network of 
early m1crvcnt1on proarams. 
designed to help babies and tod­
dlcn wilh devclopmenlal prob­
lems ca1ch up, suffered more lhan 
SS million in cuts last year. 

That leaves agencies like the 
Children's D1aanos11c and Treat­
ment Center, a public clinic in 
Fon Lauderdale !hat specializes 
in developmentally disabled chil­
dren from birth to 3, tappma local 
tax dollan. donauons and other 
1ran11 lo cobble 1oae1her cnouJh 
10 keep aoing. 

"The slate has made every 
effort - 10 the cx1cnl rcsourct"S 
were available - to mecl the 
need:· said Phyllis S1dcri1s. assis· 
1an1 director of Florida's Ch1l­
drcn·s Medical Services program 

The 1overnor's proposed budget 
would address some of the cnucal 
dr.ficils for young children: II 
would make more children eligi­
ble for Medicaid. allow them to 
stay on 1he rolls for a full year. and 
eApand Hcallhy Stan ehg1bili1y to 
aae 3. Child advoca1es say ii is 
only a down paymenl on whal 
really needs 10 be done - the aov­
crnor· s iniliative would guarantee. 
for ck.ample. $22 million in addi· 
tional Medicaid dollan 10 cover 
lhc needs of only JJ,000 kids from 
birth to 6. 

Still, Sideriu 51ys: .. Ifs an 
opportun11y 1hal we have not had 
since Medicaid was cnacled in the 
1960s Ifs a phenomenal opponu· 
nity for children in Flonda ·· 

CUlllCS OFFER HELP 
They 're more affordabk 

Public heallh climes - which 
charge according 10 whal families 
can afford - are s1rughn1 10 
help no1 only those who arc unin­
sured bul also the underinsured. 

Take Dianna Mean of Cooper 
City. Thouih her insurance cov­
ered hospital costs for her 1w1ns. 
born five weeks premature. ii 
didn'1 cover the in1cnsivc - and 
upens1vc - therapy 7-month-old 
Korynn needs 10 compensale for 
Dandy Walker Syndrome, a ncu· 
rolo&ical condition she was born 
wilh thal C1JI cause learning prob­
lems if not 1rca1ed. 
"II doesn't make sense:· Mean 

~:d ~~~~Yuit~e~0~~~ ~e~::sr~; 
1his.·· 

Korynn instead geu the therapy 
she nttds from the Ch1ldrcn·1 
Diagnos1ic and Trca1mcnl Center. 
Korynn·s healthier sister, Kon­
ncy. wlS cul off llSI mon1h. how­
e.,er - slate budget reduC11on1 
preven1ed the clinic from conunu­
ing free S(:tv1CCS because her prob­
lems a~ nol considered severe. 

BY THE NUMBBIS 
The bulk ol lhe governor"s Children"s Heat1h Initiative. some $201.5 million 
in lederal and !Jlalll funds. would go to children over 6. who make up a 
graa1ar share of lhe population. Here"s a look at the ini1ia11ves 1arge1ed at 
children in the crucial sarly years: 

KJDSCOVIMD 

•&@•§· 
•Birttlto-vel: 
•AQHl-3. 

S.•J• 
27.985 

$2 8 million $8.9 million 
S•.lm1ll1on Sl3.Jm1llion 

Ci&\ifii, 

Other budge1 lniliat1Ves not 1arge1ed lo young children specifically but 
which will benefll them: 

lllDSCOVEMD IT.t.11 SHARI TOTAL COST 

•:\MU n~~~~~~=~8E S27 9 mill•on S63 million 

b1rth1oage 19 

••• .• Afl~mec-9C: ~:~ S278m•llion•• S62.9m1lhon 
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Like so m;any children al 1he 
clinic, Kortney won·1 be seen aficr 
she turns 6 months old: Evalua­
lions 1he center used to do al onr 
year to check for developmenial 
problems have been cul. 

Public clinics also draw people 
like Luz Eneida Rodriauez. who 
brings her son Omar Abel Ortiz 
even though her husband has 
insurance throuJh his job. In an 
era of HMOs and pressures to 
trim cosu, Rodriauez frc1s 1ha1 
her own doc:lor docsn ·1 spend 
enough lime with her son - born 
blue from lack of 01ygcn - to 
spol sublle dcvclopmen1al delays. 

One rec:enl day. a chmc doctor 
was concerned about Omar's wob­
blin1 lcp, which could delay his 
walking. So the physical thcrap1sl 
1auitit Rodnguez how to build her 
son's stren&1h with eicrc1se-s. 

..Mosl docton, they don"l pay 
1hal much aucntion:· said Rodri· 
auez, who hvcs in Pembroke 
Pines .. Here, I know thcy"ll 1akc 
the time 10 lcll me whal to do I 
don"t feel hke !'1"'1 in 1l alone." 

Alone was precisely how lnov1a 
Ferdinand felt in the winter of 
1997. There she was. a tumor 
cmcra,ing from her son"s ear. and 
nobody would help. 

The tumor was ;an especially 
fast-1prcad1n1 vancty of cancer 
called rhabdomyosarcoma. 

··1 said. oh. my God.I have no 
insuranC1:. Where am I aoing to 
find $100,000? I don"! even have 
100 pennies." 

So she kept calling Medicaid. 
And caJhn1. Finally. she aot Med­
icaid. And an appointmcni at 
Jackson Memorial. where she 
soon eot care for her son. 

The COii well eAcecded her oria­
in1l $100,000 estimate. 

"( WIS disgusted at the fact that 
1wo months had been wasted:· 
5a1d Toledano, Mart.anson ·s can­
cer specialist. ··easically. 1he 
child's li(e wu put al Jropardy ... 

Jackson surarons eic1sed 1hr. 

second lumor and la1er removed 
Che middle ear. co make sure they 
caugh1 any Slr.ty cancer cells. 

Remarkably, deip1te the delays. 
the cancer had not spread. 

For the pasl year. Markanson. 
now 5. has received chemocherapy 

~f~~~~~t:n""i~cc fi~t h~~~~a~o~~ 
March, wi1h doctors forecaslina 
that hr. has a 75 perccn1 chance of 
vanquishing the cancer. 

On lhal day. m Jackson·s rau­
cous cancer ward. lnovia Ferdi· 
nand stood as an island of serenity 
amid children oblivious 10 the 
Jf3.Vlly oflhc enemy they·re fight­
ing. 

Yes. she said. I think we've won. 
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Parents with paychecks at the end of the line 
•F•L•O•R-ID•A·.-s ~°':::.",,,..., 

YOUNGEST lc.~ct:e~l:e~~i~~: ~i:~~:t o!t th;,kf:i~~I= 
ll'OWlh and development, e11:perts IA)'. 

Who ue the wor1un1 poor? 
They'rt food-service worken .nd cler\.s, hotel 

maid1 <1nd cuhien, pub work.en and medical ~ 
tarics. couricn and cleanup crews. 

They may no1 have started oul bein1 poor 
Job markr:t analysu 1ay middlc-dua 'llll'orlr.cn can 

easily lose their foo1in1 if e1u&hl in a corponle 
downm.inL bankruptcy, 5hutdown or mCflU. 

··tr 1 company ~ out of bwineu, then you'rt 
ri&hl lhere - W'lth1n •month of'Ho• am I p:11n1 to 
piy the monpae~ .. 1aid JoAnne Gibson, manqer 
of the Fort Lauderdale office oft he state Department 
of Labor and Employmen1 Security. MYou can very 
quickly become '11rort.in1 poor.' " 

In fact. many people c:ydc in and out of these two 
income p-oups over a lifetime, cconom1w say. 

~ ,.__- \. 
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HIGH MARKS: 

Rolle keeps 
seat on Dade 
Commission 
\Vin crushes 
Burke's bid 

INSIDE COUNTY. 
CITY HALL 
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Police promotions ruling 
may cost Miami millions 
!y JOl.N FLE!SCl1M.&N 
'1~•111 :;1~·· ,\'ri!':! 

s·,) 1r,;· :h~ ~;(• ul '1.l•J'i" 
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Currently, the wor\.1n1 poor comprise one of 
every four ra.1dents in Miami-Dade County and one 
of'evCT)' ei&ht in Broward County, ac:con:lina to U.S. 

Pf..EASE SEE WORKlllQ POOR. MA 
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ON 11fE GO:: Hetena Coello and daugti1e111 Alex ls and Monk:a head 
for day care before 8:30 Lm. so mom can get to Class. 
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Doctor' criticize 
l:.S. drug policy 
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~c1J1i:1i1•n i.• .11.o<.lb mhtilll.c 
nn:J1cll k .. cl.-b'-•'.4.1. 

•RELIGION 

Pre,Lvrerians: 
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SEE YOU 
LATER: Helena 
Coetlo ol West 
Kendall 
deposits 
daughter 
MorUca, 3, at 
day care before 
going on to 
-and ,..,.._ 

STUDY AND SNOOZE: School wort!: occupies Coello, above, 
as she waits for a Metrorall traln 10 take her to dass and her 
Job. At right, She naps on the way hOme. 

Kids of working poor grope for safety net 
WORklllQ l'OOR. FROM 1A 

Census 
es1im1tes Nat1on11ly, the number 
could be as h•ah as 40 percent or 
1hc population. ~bny are sinJlc 
women 111.is1n1 children alone. 

They all share one thins; They 
arc barely covcnn1 the costs of 
child c.a_rc, health care, food and 
rent - m spite of their paiycheck.s. 

And 1hc safety net for the 
younptcn of lhesc: families is so 
tauercd that many of them uc 
slippina through, say !hose who 
toil to help them. By the time they 
reach middle school, these chil­
dren are 11 risk of bot1omm1 out 
on standud1zed 1csl rankings, 
numerous studies have shown. 

Meanwhile, families Slrugle to 
~uecze m qualuy lime - in 
b_etwecn workin1 tvro jobs, bus 
ndes, slec-p, layoffs and 1emporary 
Jobs. and s1udy 1CSSions for classes 
!hey hope will help pull them out 
ofpoveny. 

"I n.in inlo a lot of walls," 32· 
year-old Helena Coello of West 
Kendall uid of her daily schedule, 
which includes bem1 a full-time 
radiolo1y student and mother, 
and a pan-lime records clerk al 
Miami-Dade Community Col­
lege's Medical Ccnlcr C1mpus. 
Twice divorced, shc"s rcarm1 
lhrcc dau1l11crs - a1cs l, 4 and 
12 - on her own 

Coello and others say Gov. 
Lawton Chiles' S80 million pro­
posal 10 1c1 some 26,000 children 
off wa11in1 lists and inlo quality 
day care is a &ood 11ar1 1oward 
hclpin1 them. Lack of sufficient 
child-care subsidies oRcn means 
their children end up m low-cost 
baby-sining services lhal provide 
lilllc or none of !he interaction 
needed to stimulate 1rowing 
brains. 

But lhcsc families also have 
other concerns: 

• Pro1rams dcsi1ncd 10 help• 
them arc bureaucratic and inem­
cicnt. 

• omcc houn arc inconvenient 
for 1hosc who need cvcn1n1 and 
weekend acceu to no1d miss1n1 
work. 

In addition, 1wee-pin1 welfare 
refonns passed in 1996 have iron­
ically placed those who arc 
already work.in& last in line behind 
welfare recipients for services. 

EllDUSS WAITlllG LISTS 
We/fart rolls come first 

Medicaid, priority subsidized 
child care and child-support 
cnfora:mcnt, and JOb lnining arc 
all bein1 funded to help thousands 
move from welfare rolls 10 pay­
rolls m !he comma mon1hs. The 
work1n1 poor, meanwhile. lan-
1uish on wai1in1 lists. And when 
they malr.c incremental 1lcps 
1oward a better hv1n1 - a 50-
cents-.an-hour raise, for example 
- they bump in10 mcomc ch11bil-
1ty caps and face the lou of what­
ever little aid !hey arc senina. 

.. Sometimes I think you can't 
win for losina.." said Analia 
Pcaucro. a 28-ycar-old Miami 
'!'Olhcr of two who works part­
umc and 11 s1udyin1 al Miami­
Dadc Community Collcac·s Wolf-

'/always try to give 
' them a choice. 
"Which bubble bath 
do you want tonight? 
Which dress do you 
want to wear?" . .. 
I've learned how to be 
very creative - a 
quick thinker.' 

MELENA COELLO, 
WOflllng motMr ot thtw 

son Campus for a dcarte in ele­
mentary education. 

··1 aot 1 10-ccnl-an-hour raise 
and they dropped me off [rq;ularj 
Mcchca1d."' 

Giana Black.. a Dania mother of 
five, recounted how. time after 
11me, she has been told she makes 
too much money to qualify for 
myriad anistancc pr0&rams. 

Black <1nd thn:c of her children 
live in a two-bedroom duplex w11h 
her mo1her. Black cams S26,000 a 
year as a mental-health worker in 
Coral Spnnp. When her oldest 
daughter wcnl off 10 college last 
year, she took. on extra work.. She 
cleans her church and works three 
nights a week as a mental-health 
1ccbmc11n1taccntcrformcntally 
disturbed children 

··Just because we ma.kc SI over 
a cert.ain amount. we don't qual­
ify,·· Blaclr. said. 

Other poor families say mak.mg 
touaJI trade-offs is a way of life: 
A.n hourslon1 wait at a social ser­
vice agency to fill OU! the risht 
paperwork puts a job at risk. So, 
many choose to bypass aid even 
though they qualify for 11 and des­
perately need 1t. 

"I'm eli11blc," Josephine Mani­
ncz of Nonhwcst Dade said of 
sub11d1zcd child-care benefits !hat 
would allow her to pay as linle as 
S9.60 a week for each of her 
daug.hten. Cora1ma, l. and Kas­
sandra, 4. Instead, she pays S 100 a 
week for both. The reason: ··1 
d1dn"1 feel like ta.Ir.in& 1he time off 
of school and work jusl to bca 
them for money thal thcy"rc 1oin1 
to live me a hard time about•• 

She works nights as a 1crvicc 
rcprescnta1ive at BcllSoulh and 
allcnds the A.Tl Career Tninin1 
Center in Miami, where she's 
study1n1 for a dqrec in electron­
ics repair. The cura child-care 
expenses mean she can·l afford 
her own apanmcnt, so she lives 
WJ!h her parents. 

After several trip1 10 coun1y­
subsid1zcd child-care offices by 
bolh Martinez and her fa1hcr. she 
pvc up ... II wu su1>«-fruitra11n1-
I lost so many days from school 
and work. I was tired of 1oin1 
back and fonh and baclr. and 
forth."" 

Al UllKISTRATIVE MAZE 
Free food is an 'ordeal' 

Ju.lie Jurich of Plantation, a 
work1n1 mom, relates a 11m1lar 

tak from her c .. pcricncc with the 
Women, lnfanlS and Children 
(WIC) nutritional 1upplcmen1 
proanm for her 16-month-old 
twins. WIC requires parenlS or 
someone they desianatc to 10 to 
WIC proccssin1 centeA every two 
months lo pick up coupon checlr.s 
for free food. The savings to par­
ents can be as much as S80 10 $90 
every two months. 

Jurich wai assianed to a WIC 
center in Broward 1h1t closed 
recently. The new site was too far 
1way, she said, especially since she 
was trym110 fit in doctor and hos­
pi1<1I visils for her daughter, 
Breanna, who was born with a cyst 
on her forehead 

"II was too much on me wi1h all 
the other appointments 1ha1 were 
101n1 on:· said Junch, 23. 0 'A.nd 
they don"! hive enough locauons. 
When you 10 down there, ifs a 
two- or three-hour ordeal because 
there arc so many people. When 

~~'!J t~~~'.Yi:~: !v°o~~u;t;~u know, 
A. 1tatc Health Department 

spokesman said the recent clinic 
closings arc temporary, but admit­
ted the 1mpac1 on poor families 
can be grea.t. 

"ThrouJh all of 1his, we're try­
ing lo be as efficient as we can and 
serve our clients a..s best we can," 
spokesman David Adams said. 

Junch spends a lot of lime wor· 
rym1 aboul her children. 

.. I don't 1et home until about 7 
al night," she said "I have to rush 
to feed them, baihc 1hcm. aivc 
!hem a few minutes' time 10 play 
w11h them, then they've 1ot to 10 
to bed. . . I end up not spending 
cnouJh time with my children." 

Junch earns $7 an hour as a car 
dealership warranty service 
administrator, aboul $14,000 a 
year. A huge chunk of her pay­
check goes tow1rd the SI 77-a· 
week child-care tab for Breanna 
and hlynn. She remains on a 
w11tin1 list for subsidized child 
care, alon1 with more than 1,000 
othen in Broward and more than 
5,000 in Miami-Dade 

An addi11onal SlOO a month is 
deducted for hcallh insunincc for 
!he three of them. Thou&h she 
worb Ions houA, Jurich barely 
stays anoa1. 

Daniella Levine, executive 
director of the Human Services 
Coa.li1ion of Dade County, and 
others arc lobbyma this year for 
legislative chan1e1 to 11vc the 
work.ml poor acceu to the same 
services welfare clients receive. 
Without 1ha1 chansc. Lcvme said, 
the workina poor today will 
become 1omorrow's welfare case­
load and ~ up a Ir.ind or "rcvolv­
in1" door at I.be bottom. 

Levioc's p-oup also bu helped 
fono the L1vin1 Wqc CoaJi11on. 
The arau-roots p-oup 11 push1n1 a 
propos.al to require lar)er compa­
nies doin& busmcss with Miami­
Dade County to pay their work.en 
al least S8 an hour. 

.. If you arc work.in& a minium­
waae Job, you arc worse off than 1f 
you an on welfan. ·• Levine said. 

Child care remains the bi11es1 
issue by far. 

.. If you look hard at what (the 
working poor] need to live, when 

TIME FOR TECHNOLOGY: Bob Ripoll eic:plain.s a new computer program to Coello and other employees 
at the Mechca1 Center Campus of Miami-Dade Community College. 

you consider that child care m<1y 
cost U,000 a year, ifs a huac 
amoun1 if you make only 
S J0,000,"' sa.ys cronomis1 Barbara 
Bcrlfilann, an A.mcncan Univer­
sity profes.sor who has S!udied chc 
work.ms poor in the United S1a1es 
and other countries. 

Frcqucn1 work chanacs can 
make th1n15 worse. W1thJOb secu­
nty al the lower n.ings of1hc soc10-
cconomic ladder almost nonc~is-
1ent, pa.rents may move in and out 
of seven.I low-w11e jobs in the 
course of a year. Each time, they 
have 10 wade through the burcau­
tr.IC)' <1pm 10 rcqualify for subs1-
d1zed care, even lhou&h lhcir new 
wa1es may be only mar1in1lly 
more than what they were ma.Ir.in& 
before. 

Bui even those who already 1ct 
1ubs1dizcd child care say there 
aren't enou&h day-care cenlcrs 
open durin1 the nontraditional 
hours that low-wage worlr.en typi­
cally have - ni1Jht1 and week­
ends. Efforts are under way across 
the state to recruit more licensed 
family child-care providers who 
can offer ncxible houA 10 workin1 
parents. 

HOW A BUSY IOI COPES 
A qrustforl/1UJlity time 

Meantime, parents hlr.e Helena 
Coello ma.kc do the best they can. 

CoeUo works 20 houn a weelr. 
on a split shift as a records clerk at 
MDCC. where she also a1tcnd1 
cluscs. In between. she squcetcS 
in a 16-hour-a-week unpaid 
internship at Baptist Hospital, 
which 1s a class n:quircmcnt. 

How does she manaac? 
Luck. 1enacity and cnef1Y. 
She also has a scholanhip from 

a city of Miami pmsnm that pays 

.. M s.tllddltton&I 
:.m..::1:J photograph• from 

1tttapartofCK.-_..oneatty 
cfL!ldhooclaa .... laalheeartler 
ln1taltmen11 af the-*· 

~-

forhcrtuil1on,daycarc,bustrans­
ponation and book.s. 

Her day starts at 5:30 a.m. when 
she walr.cs her three daughlcA 
w1th a cheery "Good morning, 
ladies. It's time to 1ct up·· 

They're out the door by 6: 15 
a.m., when Coello drives 1he two 
youngest girls to a child-care cen-
1cr ncuby. Mom then drives lo a 
shoppin1 cen1er in !he Hammocks 
in Weu Kendall. parks her car and 
boards a shultlc to lake her to 
Mctrora1I for the trip to down­
town Miami. 

She studies during the com­
mute. 

Study sessions w11h fellow stu­
dents who also have children tum 
into snippets of qual11y 1imc wnh 
the youngsters. Coello said. 

Despite her crazy schedule, 
Coello said she tnes to focus on 
quah1y interaction with her chil­
dren. 

The 4-ycar-old 11 1n prckinder­
pnen and the l 2-year-old LS in a 
sifted ch1ldrcn"s pfO&flim. 

"I call teachers a lot," Coello 
said. ··1 can't do all 1he field tnps 
and all thal stuff, bul I send notes 
back and fonh." 

The 2-year-old has developed 
quick.ly under her mothcr"s busy 
schedule. 

•"She brushes her own tcclh. she 
dresses herself,'' Coello uid. "For 
us. 11'1 routine, routine, routine. 

Ifs the b1gcsl. most 1mpunan1 
thin1." 

Early learning lessons arc mcor­
poraled into their daily home life. 

"I can fold their clothes. but I 
1ivc 1t to them and say, ·vou do 
1t.' ·• Coello said. "I always try to 
1ivc them a choice. 'Which bubble 
bath do you want tonight? Which 
dress do you want to wear? Go 
and get the hairpieces that match 
the dress.'" 

Thus. scttin1 dressed becomes a 
primer on comparina and con­
trasting obJCC\s, making choices 
and choosing colors. 

"I've learned how to be very crc­
a1ivc - a qu1ck thmker." 

UOUT THE SEllES 
•SUNDAY: A m11Hon ct11ldren 

under 5 are he<ided lot Aonda"s 
1eh00ls. Will they be ready to learn? 

•MONDAY: The ligtitning growth 
ol brain connections In the early ,. .... 

• TUESDAY: N•y\g•llng th• tal· 
tered health-care maa. 

• TODAY: Qualttr Um• and 
quellty cere often elude tM worti:­
.. __ 

•THURSDAY· Th•roie ol corpo-­
rale investment 1n day care. 

• FRIDAY: The seard"l lor chlld 
car• Iha! nouristtes lh• mind. Plus: 
1 rip-and-save parents" QI.lid• to 
arty 1um1ng. 

•SATURDAY: Theprornl9eof 
home-bued day care. 

ROI TO CHTACT US 
• To COfll..,.,.t on this series, 
addras l•tters to Ready or Not? 
The Mlllrnl H•rald, One Herald 
Plaza, Miami. FL 33132-1693, or 
email us at ,.•tul'99@h••kl.com 
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COMING HOME: 
Helena Coello 
carries daughters 
Alexis. 4. and 
Monica, 3, while 
daughter Tiffany 
Hall, 12, leans on 
mom for suppor1. 
The West Kendall 
mother says she 
strives for quality 
time with her 
children despile a 
busy schedule at 
work and school. 

QUIET, AND NOT 90 OUrET, TIMES: The tranquillity or a bubble bath for Coello is interrupted, 
above, by playful daughters, from lett, Monica, Tiffany Hall and Alexis. At lett. Alexis and 5-year-old 
Dominik Riquelme walch a video while their molhers, Coello and Etllia Riquelme, study for classes al 
Miami-Dade Commumty College. 

POVERTY THRESHOLDS • AJO ID THE WORKING POOR 
The U.S Census Bureau ad1usts : Help That 1s available for a typical 
the poverty Level thresholds each : ·working poor· family of lour: 
year. Many governmenl 
assistance progrems use this 
threshold 10 de1ermone wtie1her : TYPE Of ANNUAL FAMILY 
a family is ehg1ble for seNice : =ASSO=ST:.::ANCE=----"'NC=OM<=UMrr=S 
FAMR.Y AVERAGE . • Sutl91dired child c.1re Up to 127.0DO 

SIZf TltAESHOLDS . •He.cl S11rt: Up to 111.050 

•i.,.rwn: 11"171 : •F••tchoollunchn: UptoS17,000 
• 1 perwn. und•• 65 yHrt· 18.350 

• 1 person. 
a5\f91rl•nd OV9f. 

•2persona: 

•2 person1. 
hou .. holdundeteS· 

•2pilrSOl'lt. 
hou1•hold6!i1ndov•r. 

17,DO 

$10.481 

110.-

n.709 

•Jpe:rtona: 112,1113 

•R1duc9dxhool 
lunchH: 

•Food"'1mp11: 

•Womon.lnl1n1ti111"1d 
Child,.n(WICI: 

•T.,.,por1ryAai1t1nce 
to N•dy Fem1lln 
!TANF! 

UptoSZ9.&9J 

Up ro SZ9,'9l 

Uptol111.0llill 

•PubhcHousing 

CC:--'::"--:::...::...::----=:=::::.:;::.:
7

: M1•m1·H•1l .. h "-v~::::::::~: 

:c".:.:'po="":.._":.._' ___ _:12:,:':::·AO= ·~I~==·~ ~low-ineornl 123.150 

"---'' .. '----""-"-"----=".:_'::: .... ::: Low-incmn.l:Jl.150 
•Spert.ans: 121.71] 

•9pi11.wor>1ormore: IDZ..70I 

Sourc•:US C-u•8uruu 

S<><>rc• US O.otn,.,•n1ollio .. ain9a,,dU•tNn 
o.-.lo~t:Moam1·D+.J.C<><>mvPu111cSchool•· 
flo11d10el)lnrn ... 1olCh•ld>..,tndFam1l1n: 
Ml...,1·D-Olfceo/Ch11<1D-0~1S...-.. 

FA.1111.Y TllllE: Coello asks daughter Monica to raise her hands and TIHany Hall. Mom prefers to ea! dinner afterward so she can 
because she's having a coughing flt white dining with Ale:i111, right, concentrate on making sure the kids eat right. 

HOW TO HELP THE WORKING POOR 

-,,,,.. .,. IUQlll.sl'ions ow.r.d by "'m•l!n. roci•I 
..,.vim ~ncin, .conomisn •nd child cWv91op­
m.nr ~- fo< hMpin11 rtt. wortin11 poor: 
• hblie ltt• wor1dng paor eligible for the Mme child 
cu•. IJensportetion •nd ml<llclit Mrvices thet w•l­
farct r.cipientl get, u•ing the money coming from 
lhrinbng -If•.-. roll~ 
• M•k• 90Cl•I Mrvice ~nciH mor• ecceu11ble lo 
them by Opt1ning during ev.nlng •nd -nend 
ho11r11. 
• M•ke lttem more efficient 10 !he worldng poor 
dor'11 :spend three or four hours w•iting for service. 
~nipllfy the buni•ucr..::y end peperwor!r.. 
•Expend bu1 routH end times, npecl•lly in •reH 
such u deep South Dede •nd Browerd County 
where gelting eccea to worlr. or vit•I Mrvice1 11 lim­
lt.d tor thoM who nn"t ef'lord cers.. 

• f;ncourwg• child care centers to optin during 
wittn•ng •nd we;M.end hours to eccommodete worir:­
lng flimilin wtfh non-1:reditional hours. 

The Florlde Ch1ldren'1 Forum condUCNd e survey 

IHI .,.er dist found only e nnell tncdon of center11 
11t9Y ~ pul l!I pm But lo-ege Hmer11 •re 
man likely to won. evening ind wwtend .tilth. 
ld yeer, the o.pertrnent of Children Ind Femill• 
t.Q9n r9QUirtnv 11.a child cer11 contrlC1 mon~ ta 

nic:ruit moni in·hom• family d.ly cer• provid~ 
they h•ve more flexible schedules end cen of'f9r 
odd-hours cere. The children's forum hH •lso m•OI 
thil • mejorgoel. 
•Further stre.,gmen child support •"'on:em...,t 
Custodiel perente compl•m they w•ll months for 
eppoirrtmente •nd heve ltn1e 1uocee1 collecung 
court-order9d P•vments. Fed9r1I laws that toolt 
effect in October require • n_ .. mploy11 regldry m 
every Ital• end allow chlld eupport workers to Mize 
peupo~ or b•nk ea:ounfl of perenll who don't 
p1y. On• Konomlet 1uggeet1 making collection of 
theH psymenu 1 rnpon1iblllty of the lmem•I 
Revenuei Service. 

• The wortlng poor, who frequently cf"t•nge jobe. 
ohen don't get unemployment benefits when they 
ere l•id off bec•uw they don't meet the mmlmum 
requirements for continuous woril durlnQ the prsvi­
ous five Qu•n1rL Amend 1h1 unemployment com­
pensation !awl to canaider most recem wort hrstory 
•nd ttlut h91p mort worir:lt19 PQOr Qu•llfy for the ......... 
• On the t.derwl 11V91. some economists and policy 
•n•ly9tl euggat m•im1inlng ltM E•med Income 
T ... CNdlt IEITCI et 1991!1 leYele or eiq»and h LO 
include mCll'9 famillea. The tax cred1t blnefita poor 

worti:ing temillH wtth chlld,.n •nd gi,,... • c1sh 
refund - up to $3,961!1 - bned on income level and 
number of chlldt9n. Th• EITC - th• most 11ucceu­
ful govemment·11POn10r9d anti-poY1rty prognim in 
1998. eccordlnQ to• riaport iuu1d th11 month by• 
W•lhington. D C. budget 1nd policy r .... rch group. 

WHO ARB THB WORKING POOR1' 
•According to U.S. C.nau• dlit•. •lmost helt- 411 
pt1n:ent - of the .cet1'1 wortung poor f•m1li11 with 
chlldren •r• hHdld by e m•n1•d coupl•. while 47 
percent ere heeded by 1lni;il1 women. Only 7 per· 
cent ere headed by tingle men. 
•About• third ol the l1mlll• ire white, one tMrd 
btact end one third Hl1penlc. 
• Ne.,ty one In rt.... familln -re hHded try some­
or-.. with 90l"11I college educnon. Alioth ... 311 ~ 
W9l9 hUded by~ with • high school diplom• 
0t IQUMMrlt. And '2 perc.-11 '1'1«9 heeded by mn19' 

one wllt1 leal then a high K:hoo4 diplome. 
In 199-1. lhl mmt" rlOW1t..,.... eve11able, the <*1SUI 

estlmnad er.. .... 519.974 ~In Dede and 
117 ,490 in BrOW'lfd llYlng II or below" the pawerty leYel 

WHBRll TO GBT Hl!LP 
• Need hllpl Dede end Browlrd ~ 24-hout hodl.-­
for infonNdon, ~ std aw. inter'l.w"llion. They 

h.,... ltm of IQIOClft end progr1m9 deliilJl18d to help 
Witt! -vfl\1ng from MnllfVll'"CY l\ousing lO legal 
.aieuncetofr9efood. 

In n.m_ call Swiu:hbo.lrd of Mlemi Inc. et 
IJ051l51-HELP. 

In ar-..1, c.11 Fir1!; C.11 for Help et 
11511487-IDl. 

•For questions •bout 10g1bility for food stemJ)I. 
Medicaid •nd Tamporwry A.id to Needy Families 
ITANFl, call the Depertment of Otildren and F•milim" 
.::onomk: Nlhu1'tid.-ry dlsbia ofllcn.. In Dede. call 
111151177·71!14. In Browerd, cell \9154) 3:27-!iOOOweelr.· 
di.ya 7 e.m. to 5 p.m. 
•For Information on R1beidiz9d dilld e1nt. call F.vnily 
Utmrel Inc:. in Brow•d It (1154) 7:»-1000. weeta::l•vs 8 
• m. to 5 p.m. In DIM. C8ll lhe Miami-Dede Resoun:ll 
end Reterrlil !iodine 11 IJG5l Jn-3121 WMkDlya 8 .. m. 
to4:30p.m. 
•For Heedltart In B~. cell (11541 ..... .......ii;. 
days 7 e.m. 10 5 p.m... end in Dd. Cll tJGl5l >47-41522 
Wlllkdays 8 .. m. TO 5 p.m 
• F-or infotmation on !he Women, Jnlant!J and O..ild,., 
fWICl progr11m, cell 11541 !2147•hwelcdays 8 a.m. to 
5 pm. in Broward •nd l!OSI m·10lllO .welr.d1ys 
II e.m. to 5 p.rn. In Dede. 
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COllPANY CM'£: Frances Wilson. an empioyee of Royal Caribbean. 
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STORY TillE: Teacher Zeida Mala cuddles and read1 lo two of 
her charges at Royal C8rlbbean'11 day-cate centM. 

Choices for working parents 
grow as firms step forward 
ltr HARRIET JOHlellOll llRACUY 
_....,_ 

1r1oday were Man:h 19. 1992, 
instead of March 19, 1998, here 
are the op11ons a Soulh Flonda 
working parent of youni chil­
dren would have had when 11 was 
lime 10 go lo 1hc office: 

A. Ask family or friends 10 
loo.Ir. artc-r the kids. 

B. Pay a child-care ccn1cr or a 
s11tcr. 

C. Take a job at one of the few 
hospitals tlla1 had on-site child 

"""· D. Ta.lr.c a job w11h American 
Ban Ir.en ln1u1111ncc Group, which 
had a corporalc child-care cen-

'" Thal's all there was. Compare 
that 10 lhc options available lo a 
worlr.in1 parent of youn1 ch1l­
dn:n in Sciu1h Florida 1oday: . 

A. Family. fncnds, sitters, cen­
ters. 

8. A slia,hlly lon1er hs1 or hos­
p1lals that have on-site care. 

C. The corporate child-care 
centers at American Bankers 
Insurance, Barnell Bank, Florida 
Power&. Lia.ht. Royal Caribbean 
and Ryder headquaners. 
Employees al several other busi­
nesses 1ncludin1 the Pon of 
Miami and Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield can also use those corpo­
ra1e ccnters. 

D. Reimbursemenl$ for half 
!he cost of any licensed child­
care center for employees or 
Acer Computec Launo America. 
Or smaller subs1d1es or d1scounu 
nqotiated by a handful of other 
employers. 

E. A public-private subsidy 
pro1ram that cuts the cost of cart: 
for low-income workers. 

A b11 chan1e? Of course. Bi& 
enou1h? Now 1here"s a question. 

Busineu-supponed child-cart 
efforts have been 1rowin1, but 
1hcy don"! answer all the needs or 
employed parents. 

Befort Hurricane Andrew, in 
South Florida, 1he hospitals and 
American Bankers were it. Afier 
the storm. FPL found out that 11 

had to mind the children for i1s 
employees 10 come to work at 
the Turkey Poinl nuclear plant. 

In the 19905, several 01her cor­
poralions followed suil. 

··Most employees say 11"1 1he 
best benelit they have," said 
Linda Vann Alvarez, direc1or or 
ch1ldren"s services al American 
Bankers. 

lroward'1 ftflt 
None of them, so far. are 1n 

Broward County. Broward's lirst 
major corpora1e-run center is 

scheduled to open in May al 
Motorola's Plantation campus. 

On-site corporale cen1ers 1en­
erally are quali1y operations in 
expensive quarters. They offer 
such e.uras as free meals or field 
lript. Employees pay tuition bul 
usually !hat's ROI all II COSIS to 
m;i.in1ain lhcsc pro1r11ms Cor­
poral1ons 1enerally pick up [he 
tab for all the res1. 

NCJ.I 1n line, in 1erms of corpo-

~~~ l~'::o~;:· ,~~e ~~c ~~~r~~d~zO 
percent child-care rt:imburse­
menu available to all 160 
employets. 

'Most employees say 
it's the best benefit 
they have.' 

LDIDA YANN ALVAREZ, 
AmsW;an Bank.an' director of 

ctdldr•i'1 IBrvica 

Nat1onsBank has 1 slidin1 
sea.le of fin;i.nc1al ass1s1ance for 
its employees accordin1 10 
income. For ind1viduab who 
have salaries of $30,000 or less 
or for famihcs that have a 10111 
income of $60,000 or less, par­
ents can receive SJ5 per week 
per child to offset the cos1 or care 
in a hcensed cen1er 

Low-income workers al any 
company can seek aid from the 
public-priv;i.te Child C;i,re Pool 
They may be pul on a waitina 
list, however, because of limited 
funds. 

Then !here are the employers 
who ha't'e deals. For eiample, 
Broward County 1ovemmcn1 
employees 1e1 discounls, from as 
l1ulc as $5 a month 10 10 percent 
off al about 100 licensed child-

lnlormaHon al hand 
The most common child-care 

benefit available to workin1 peo­
ple is informaiion. Many lirms 
offer referrals or nonfinancial 
suppon to their employees. Thal 
suppon includes parentin1 
classe-s or discussion lfOUps. 

Nauonally , 86 ~rccnt of all 
businesses offer some kind of 
child-care: assistance. up from 60 
percent in 1992. accord1n110 the 
Hay Group, which surveys cor­
porate bcncfiu. Most allow 
employees to put pre-1u salary 
into nexible spendin1 accoun1s 
for child care. Bui less common 
is on-site cart: (8 percent). 

...... AU.al:lllA/Mln*llltlfl 

CHECICINQIP.: ShedeyWHlall: soothe!lher 17-montn-old 
daughl• Krill• 11 company day care at Royal Caribbean. 

........ -.1ForTlie ....... 

CHILD'S PLAY: Al the Children's Cenler al All Sainls Episcopal mer. The church recruited NationsBank, IBM and a local hospilal lo 
Church in A11anta. Stevie While plays carpenter with wood and ham- help build the center. which Is open to anyone. 

Corporate America paying for the future 
with programs, on-site child-care centers 
CORPORATIONS, FROM 1A 

youn1cs1. 1he 1raditional distance 
between reh1ious, 1overnment 
and corpora1e leaders is disap­
pearin1 m many slates. Churches 
arc recruilin& businesses to help 
fund 11a1e-of-the-an child-care 
centers and 1overnors arc actively 
tcekm1 corporate partnerships. 

In Soulh Florida, several com­
panies have s1arted ambilious 
efforts to help youn1 children. 
They include Publix, Royal Carib­
bean, Health Foundation ofSoulh 
Florida and NationsBank (1nclud­
m1 the merJed Barnell Bink). 
Gov. Lawton Chiles and Lt Gov­
ernor Buddy MacKay recenlly 
brou1h1 business executives 
together to focus on the issue of 
quality day care. 

Bui whal's missin1 in Florida. 
advoclles say, is a major 1overn­
menVpri't'ate sector team effort. 

"On a scale of 10, I'd say we're 
at five statewide. Six or seven 
years a10. it would hive been 
two." said Ted Granier, president 
of the United W1y of Florida. 

SPURRING PARTNERSHIPS 
Panel would pave way 

Al1n Sloncciphcr. co-director of 
1he Florida Governor's Commis· 
sion on Educa11on, said the stale 
needs to be more aurcss1ve. 

"It's jus1 bq1nnin1 10 dawn on 
people how important 11 is - no! 
only for their own children and 
families - but also the priv11e 
sector and their abili1y to train 
and retain workers,'' he said. 

Lc1isla11on pendm1 in Tallahas­
Set would create a Children First 
1overnin1 board lhll would work 
with businesses. chari11cs and 
churches to create detailed blue­
prints for public-privlle panner­
ships 

Currently, the most si1nilicanl 
new public-private effort in Flor­
ida i1 the Child Cart Pool. II was 
set up by the state Lq1slalure in 
1996 to provide money for poor 
ramilies ncedin1 child care:. The 
pool draws on money donated by 
corporations. local 1overnmen1s 
and priva1e donon lo 1ivc subsi­
dies to f1milies. The Slate malchcs 
dollar for dollar. 

The pool raised S2 million 1he 
firs1 fiscal year; it has collected $4 
m1lhon 10 far for the fiK.8.1 year 
end1n1 July 30. 1998. In Browmrd 
County, more than SI million was 
raised; in Miami-Dade. $169.800. 

With lhe Broward dona1ions, 
··we've 1aken 580 kids off lhe 
waitin1 list,'" said 81rbara Wcin­
s1e1n, prcs1denl and chief execu­
live of Family Cen1ral, a 
Broward-based 11ency tha.1 mon1-
ton child-ca.re ccn1ers. 

However, more than 90 ~rccnt 
of the money in Broward and 
Miami-Dade came from counly 
1ovemment donations or the 
Uniled Way (S1a1ewide, about 40 
companies don1ted 10 the pool 
this year.) 

'A STIUCCLE' 
Fu11d-raisi11g a challenge 

"h's been a strugle,'" 1111d John 

UUltA MOIEI. /'"'The Hrsald 

ALL IN A LINE: Children lrom the Garden HUis EJementary 
prekindergarten program m Atlanta show their dancing steps during 
a typical day·s activities at their center. 

Farie. director of1he Miami-Dade 
Office of Human Development 
and a member of lhe countyw1de 
task force tryin1 to raise money 
for the pool. 

Added Miami Uni1ed W1y 
President Harve Mogul: "Some 
people actually thmk that the 
working poor should be able lo 
pay for ii. They don't undersiand 
the costs.·· 

Joe Chapman, chairman of 1he 
Child Care Executive Partnership 
Board 1hat oversees the fund-rais­
in& effort for lhe pool, notes that 
Florida la1s even Mississippi in 

rr:~~p:~ rcf~di~,.~~s~l~~li~~ 
and preschoolers develop. 

··And Miss1ssipp1 docsn'I even 
have our 11a1c's wealth," said 
Chapman, chairman of People's 
First Community Bank in Pan­
ama Ciry. 

A.man& corporale initiatives in 
child care elsewhere: 

•In Atlanta. lhe All Sainls 
Episcopal Church recruited 
NationsBank, IBM and a local 
hospi1al to help build a child-care 
ccn1er open 10 all. NationsBank 
alone pul up nearly SI million. 

• Pimburah is in the second 
rear of"' $59.4 million fund-rais-
1n1 campaian lhrou&h Uni1ed 
Way for early childhood mi1ia­
tivcs. The money will tram child­
care worke!"l as well as uparade 
child-care centers. Already col­
lccled· Sll million. The donors 
include The Heinz Endowmenl 
(Sl2 milhon), Allcatteny Teledyne 
($I million), sroccry chain Giant 
Ea&le ($I milhon), PPG lnduslnes 
($250.000), United Jewish Feder­
ation ($2.5,000), Mellon Bank 
($250,000), PituburJh Post-Ga­
zelle ($ 150,0001 and many 01hen. 

•In Rochester, N.Y., leaders 
have pulled toSelher churches, 
businesses, charities and founda­
tions 10 e .. pand preschools and 
improve child-care ccn1ers. Local 
companies, mcludin1 banks and 
factoncs, have "adopeed" child­
care ccnlen and paid for repairs 
1nd staff1r111n1n1-

Elscwhuc, 1overnors have used 
1heir clou1 lo 1et corpor.uions 

involved: 
•Concerned that many parents 

weren't vaccma11n1 their babies, 
Missouri Gov. Mel Carnahan 
phoned Kansas Ci1y-bascd Hall­
mark to plead for special cards 
1hat he personally could send out 
to parents of newborns to remind 
them of immunizing their b;i.b1es. 
ll proved so popular - moms 
were sending the governor pic­
tures of lhcir babies along wilh 
promises to follow 1hrough on 
immunizations - that Hallmark 
now supplies the special cards 10 

:; ~~i;~~':d iHc~~~~~k 2s~~ 
wom1n Adrienne Lallo. 

• In five years, North Carolina 
Go .... Jim Hunt has hcl~d raise 
more than S 18 million for his 
slate's Sm.an Start program, 
which 1s seekm1 to improve 
child-care centers and provide 
more medical screenings and ser­
vices to youn1 children. Wach­
ovia, NationsB1nk, Firsl Union 
and Food Lion have been among 
!he top conuibutors, pledging a 
to1al of $7 million. Glaxo Well­
come has dona1ed S l million. 

•Colorado Gov. Roy Romer 
asked Brad Butler, retired board 
chairman of Procter&. Gamble, lo 
head up a statewide campaign in 
which 700 volunteers help parcn1s 
of newborns regardless of income. 
Butler alone donated half a mil­
lion doll1rs for the effon. Amons 
Chose- also pitchin& in: Hewlcn­
Pachrd 1ave SS0.000 worth of 
computers and Blue Crou/Blue 
Shield donated $100.000. 

GRATEFUL PAREllTS 
Kids learning earlier 

In Louisville. mom lcquila 
Brooks is 1r.1.teful for the corpo­
rale suppon 1ha1 go1 3-year-olds 
into preschool. 

Her son, now 4, has ""learned a 
lfCl.I deal,.. she says. "He can 
counl to 20. He knows his ABCs 
and his phone number.'' 

A.1 Ran1eland Elemen1ary, 
where Kentucky Fried Chicken 
sponsors its preschool cla.ss. 
3-year-old toddlers made peanul 

buuer one recent afternoon. The 
children howled 11'1 laughtcr as 1he 
pcanucs whirled around in a 
blender. 

Alon1 the way, they had "les­
sons" m science, nutn1ion, math 
- and even h1s1ory - from 
1nstructor Bettye Gibson. The 
"Peanul Man," afier all, was 
George Washington Carver. who 
invented hundreds of ways to use 
peanuts. 

"It's rc:ally play with a purpose," 
said Sondra Ferren, who directs 
the Louisville school sys1em's pre­
school programs. "They're learn-
1n1 without knowm1 it" 

Preschoolers who go 1hrough 
the two-year program arc "at the 
top of their class"" when they reach 
kinder1artcn, said Rangeland 
Principal Carolyn Hayes. 

KFC executive Topmiller 1s 
amazed at the proercss of the 
]-year-olds al her corpor.ue-spon­
sorcd preschool class. 

··initially, I had trouble concep­
tualizing what these very young 
children were &oin1 to be domg," 
she said. 

But the company wenl ahead 
and commiued to paying for the 
class. KFC had a manda1e: The 
company had just polled its work­
ers and found thal they ovcr­
whelmm&ly wanted the company 
to direct its chantablc contnbu­
t1ons to help kids. 

And so, on one of the coldest 
days of lhe year, Topmillcr and 
about 100 employees - mclud1n1 
one dressed as Mr. Chicken -
walked from 1heir Tara-hke cor­
porate headquarters to the nearby 
school supcrin1endent's office to 
h;i,nd him a pos1er-sized "check." 

THE RESULTS 
Test scores increase 

Dacschner. the Jefferson 
County· supcrintendenl, lau1h-
1n&(y accep1ed i1. 

Dacschner has made a carttr of 
1e111n1 corporate suppon for 
mnovllivc programs. Before 
bcin1 chosen for the Louisville 
spot four years ago, he led the 
Cedar Rapids. Iowa, school dis­
trict. which boasted more than 35 
business p;i,nnersh1ps. Dunng his 
tenure, the school d1srnct won "' 
third of the 47 Govemor"s Excel­
lence in Education Awards given 
by the slate. 

And, althou&h ]7 pcrccnl of the 
students were poor, lhc Cedar 
Rapids schools had some of the 
highest ICSI scores in 1he nation. 
with 1he averaae student scoring 
at leas! 30 percent bcuer 1han the 
average nalional scores. 

Jn Louisville, Dacschner has 
been able to improve lest scores to 
the point !hill the average student 
is now tcstin1 jusl above the 
national average - althou&h 
nearly half the Ir.ids arc poor. 

Hea11ribu1espartofhissucccss 
to his emphasis on preschool. 
""Give me 1hcm now and I can do 
something,' he said. ··wail under 
kindef)arten and 11 m1&h1 be 100 
!ale." 

In Atlanta, NauonsBank also 
has been impressed by !he differ-

PLEASE SEE. CORPOflA TlOllli, 15A 
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FLORIDA'S YOUNGEST 

How one effort became 
a S. Florida success story 

The l1rJCSI priva1e-sec1or cffon 

:;.~~ul~u:~~~d~;s ~h~r~.n~~~ ABOUT THE SHIES 
which has 1akcn root in Miami­
Dadc Coun1y over 1hc past three 
ycan. This euly childhood educ.a­
l ion proaram hH garnered S2.S 
million in donations from corpo­
rations. 

Amona 1hc Success by 6 pro­
sr.ams: 

•SUNDAY: A mllllon children 
und• 5 are headed for Florid•"• 
achools. Wllllheyberudytoleam? 

• MONDAY. The llghtnlng growth 
of brain connections In IM euly ,...._ 

• TUESDAY: Navigating tr.. 1•1-
l•lld health-care mue. 

• WEONESDA. Y: Quality time 
and Quality care onen elude tr.. 
woril.ing poor. 

• TODAY:TheroleolcorporMe 
ln•eelm-t in daJ c.re. 

• FRIDAY: The search !or chHd 
care that nourish«! the mind. Plua: 
e r1p-and-save parents' guide to 
earfyleaming. 

•SATURDAY: The promise of 
homo-based day care. 

•lloflll ~IHI year 
h1unchcd a $600,000, three-year 
commitment to fund child dcvcl­
opmcnl 1n inner-city Miami. The 
cruise line has raised money by 
holding 1olf toumamcnu and 
cclcbmy cruises and added 1ha110 
i11 own conlnbulions. II now has 
$700,000 for the prOJnm, which 
provides parcntina classes and 
such basic hcallh ser¥icu H 
checkups for the very youn1 al rhc HOW TD COITICT US 
Ovcnown Culmer YWCA. Royal 
C1r1bbean Vice President Thomu 
Murrill says 14 community groups 
arc now involved 1n !he effort. 

• Pub111 lap911T1..t.9' C"8rttiee is 
now developin1 1 SI m1lhon, 
three-yeu pro1ram that will be 
coordinated by the Urban Lca1ue 
of Grater Miami and Belafonte­
Tacolcy Center. a communi1y cen· 
1er in Liberty City. Over thrtt 
years, 160 families will receive 
home instruc1ion on paren1in1 
1nd thou puenls also will 1e1 
hands-on education at lhe center. 
There will be 1roup mee1in1s. 
home vis10, after-school care and 
a job-rdernl service Those par­
ents will lhen be encouraged to 
men1or olher parents. 

• ttnllh FounUtioft 1111 louth Flor· 

• To comrn«1t on !his Mries, 
address letters 10 Ready or Not?, 
The Miami Herald, 1 Herald Plaza. 
Miami, FL 33132-1693, or email 
us at ... lurws@herald.com 

job arc paired with experienced 
business pc-oplt who can advise 
them on business plannin1. tniin· 
in1 and evtn home renova11ons 
thal might be required. Tht)' can 
receive small loans to 1tt started. 
If the)' 1e1 a child-care license, 1he 
loans ma)' not have 10 be repaid. 

So far, Cann1 for Kids has 
helped create 5 50 new licensed 
family child-care homes. 

- Huriet Johnson Br11d1.ry 

kiahH put U00,000 inlo ped111ric ---------~­
care in neighborhoods. The 1oal is 
to continue prov1din1 medical ur­
vices 10 2.500 mncr-cily and rural 
children by !he Umvcrsily of 
Miami Pedi11nc Mobile Clinic. 

A.nd 1here are other major pri-
valc cfforu 1akin1 place around . 
thcs1atc. : 

K1~~.el o:r~J!c~i'~~tiiso;sa~~~\ ~ ! 
1ncludin1 the merged Barnett : 
Bank - and the Florida Chil- 1 

dren·s Forum. The protram 1s 
dcs11ned lo combat a shorta1e of 
care1ivcrs, particularly for 
1nfanls. and 10 improve the num­
ber of accredited. hi1h-Quality 
child-care centers. A.no1her 1oal: 
To help 1.000 people become 
liccns.cd in-home child-care pro­
viders 

People who want to lake on that 

Firms paying 
for the future 
CORPORATIONS. FROM 1U 

cncc11hasmadebyhelpin1theA.ll 
Samu Episcopal Church s1art its 
Children's Center. On one rccenl 
afternoon. lwo 4-year-olds 1n the 
public preschool class "com­
poud"' music on computers while 
01hcr classma1cs painted a mural, 
played board 1ames or put 
11-e~~c~o'n!~z:!~m 1s so populu 
1h1111 has a w1i1in1 list. 

"We have a lot of pride in the 
center." said Kim Hains. dircclor 
of NationsBank work 1.nd fam1I)' 
pro1rams in Atlanta 
Geor1ia Gov. Zell Miller was~ 
impressed 1hat he recently 1nv1tcd 
A.JI Saints' 4-year-old preschoolers 
to 1he slatchoust: for his annual 
S1a1c of 1he Union mcssa1e. 

He 101 freshl)' scrubbed children 
who could si1n then nam~. count 
and even read a lillle. 

A.mon1 1hc children was Mor­
a.an Bordelon. who has blossomed 
into a precocious p~hoolcr. 

Recently. Morpn nestled w11h a 
picture book just ~fort 11kin1 a 
nap. Sht painstakin1ly fin1ered 
every word and mouthed it. 

She already has bi& plans . 
.. I hke dinosaurs,'' Morpn said. 

"I w1n1 to be a paleon1oloais1 .. 
Miller h1mst:lf has learned a few 

thmpalonglheway. 
Al fiDI. state lesislators chortled 

- and many tupaytrs phoned m. 
fumin1 - when he sugcsttd in 
January tha1 Geor11a spend 
S 105.000 a year to sud a cl11sical 
music tape to every newborn in 
the slatt. Said Miller. ··ttavin1 
1ha1 infant listen to soolhing 
music helps those 1rilhons of brain 
connections IO develop." 

He - and the babies - had the 
la1l lau&,h. 

So man)' corporations phoned 
in voluntc-crin110 pay that Miller 
now hu 10 pick which offtn 10 
aettprr for his lalcst effort to stim­
ul11e youn1 children. 

"I can do lhis and not even 
involve 1a1payer money,'' he 
boas1ed 10 reponers. 
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Kids need child care 
that nurtures, teaches 
----- By BRUCI TAYLOR IEEIU.N, KARLA BRUNIA, 
FLORIDA'S 
YOUNGEST 

\ 

\ 

DONNA GEHRKE WHITE uMI .IOHN BARRY 
H•aldSllf'l'Wrtt.11 

Too m•ny kids and nol enouah 1eachen. Days 
rilled wi1h 100 lillle lcamin1 For many of Soulh 
Flonda·s thouYnds in child care, lhe early days of 
awakcnm1 arc nawed. 

They face some of the wont 1cacherlchild ruios in 
1hc counlry. Two out of 1hrec child-care cen1en 1n 
Miami-Dade and Broward counties arc no1 held to 
any curriculum Slandards. 

··we need an uprising,'· says Barbara Wemsle1n. 
prcsiden1 of Family Cen1ral, a company thal moni­
tors cen1c:rs in M1am1-Dade and Broward. 

Research has proved how p1vo1al child care can 

iliJ!ii!iii!RI ~;ll~_h1i!~~n1~~ f:::.~::1~1~e~;~~1~a1:~ 1~=~~~= 
1he 1w1s1s and turns of hfc: wi1h rcawn, noi aures­
uon. 

While many providers labor 10 help children 
nourish. Florida's system is frau&hl w11h problems: 

•A revolving door of teachers and aides earning 
under SI Z.000 a year - promp1in1a tumovc:r Ill.IC: of 
30 pc:rcc:n1 annually. Withoul continuity, cri1ical nur-

PLEASE SEE CHILD CARE, 11A 

www.herald.com 

FRIDAY, MARCH ZO, I 998 

···,(. 

,:!'. )., ~· .··~ .. ·.·~> 
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WORKING 11011: Aldls Lopez feed' her 'on Tommy at preschool. 
where :!he hetps out when the center is short-handed. 

BRlllGlllG UP BABY: BASIC BOllDlllG STIU RULES 
•When It comes to rai:sino a happy, healthy and smart kid, noth­
ing beats the primal bond between parent and child - nol even 
eight hours a day of child care. A guide for pare~ts. 1F. 
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Kids need care 
that nurtures 
and teaches, too 
CHILD CAJIE, FROM 1A 

1urin1 relationlhips rail to 
develop. 

At the South Miami Luthcru 
School, owner Yolaoda Borroto 
says she depends on loyalty and 
dedication to keep 1tafT. Her cen· 
tcr is one or only 16 ccntcn in 
Dade 10 win national accredita­
tion, bul 1tan.in1 pay remains at 
$6 an hour. it's all she can afford. 

At the Family Center on Sunset 
Dnvc, owner Karen Ke" 
achieved a 98 percent score on 
quah1y assessments by Miam1-
Dadc 1nspc'C1on las1 year but 
reported a ne1 income or JUSt 
S7,08J. Hu top tcachcr.i - those 
with degrees in early education 
and 10 years of experience -
make S 11 an hour. She needed 10 
lend the center $7,'.500 to set by 

··1 started this center 18 years 
a10 because I wanted 10 save 1hc 
world," Kerr says. "But I've 
learned that all we aivc our kids 11 

hp service. We pay more 10 1ake 
care of our can.." 

• Teacher/child ratiot in Flor­
ida la1 behind prortu1onal stan· 
dards. For e:r.ample. the slate's 
ratio for children 2 to) ycan old is 
1·11; childhood experts rtt0m­
mend I :6. For children 3 10 4 
years old, Florida is 1.15, experts 
recommend I :8. 

A recent stale survey of 150 cen­
ters in four coun11es, includin& 
Broward. found !hat compliance 
with ratios is steadily declinin&-

"God forbid there is an acci­
dent,"" says Weinstein. "How can 
you take four infants, pick them 
up. and i.ke them oul of 1he 
room?" 

The study, relea~d 1his 
month by the Families and Work 
lnstirute, shows thal children in 
centen. with low teacher-to-child 
ratios spend more lime in learn in& 
actiYities. In addition, lhe 
researchers found 1ha1 1he inci­
dence of yell in&. hittin&. thrcaten­
m1 or ~oldin1 was reduced by 
more than half amon1 teachers. 
The study is based on data col­
lected m 1992, 1994 and 1996. 

• Of the approximately 2,000 
licensed child-care centers and 
homes in Miami-Dade and 
Broward. only one in lhree is eval­
uated for iu plans to nunurc kids' 
development and leamm1. These 
centers have state contracts to 
enroll subsidized children from 
low-income families and are 
therdorc mandated by the state to 
haYe a leamin1 cumculum. The 
rcsl ofDade"s and Browarcl"s facil· 
niC1 receive operatin1 hcenM:S 
merely by showing they mttl min­
imums on basics such as staffing 
ral1os. safety and heallh. 

In addition. there are estimates 
of hundreds of unlicensed mom­
and-pop providers 1n Dade and 
Broward that 1et no oversi&ht at 
all In Broward, rqulaton cs11-
ma1e there may be as many as 
800. In Dade, rqula1on huen"1 
tried to measure 1he problem. but 
euimate1t1sla~er. 

The system also creaks under 
the wcigh1 of 01her demands: 

• One-1hird of South Florida 
families are paor, and 1wo-1hirds 
have kids 1n child care. Only lhe 
poorest qualify for subsidies, 
while lhe rest struglc to pay at 
lcasl S400 a month per child. This 
often means cash-now problems 
for the cenlen. 

• At lhc same lime, welfare 
reform 11 noodina ccn1cn with 
more infants, who arc !he most 
expensive 10 care for. This is espe· 
cially !rue 1n Miami-Dade. 

• Making 1he s11ua1ion m Dade 
even worse 1s lhc fact that 1he 
slate Jives S 1.200 a year less for 
each subsidized infant in Dade 
lhan in Broward. The disoari1y 1s 

CHILD-f.ARE NUMBERS 
IN SOUTH FLORIDA 
Mt.aml-0... c.n.. c.p.aty 

•Ch1!d~•r• 9961111 101.336 
•ubw>diHd) 

•Family 
korn• child- 2s2 11.l 2.s20 
car• centars: •uD1n.,,19d1 

•Child-car• us 191 S•.57S 
1utr.idir..:I! 

•Family 
homa child· 2•s 131 2.4SO 
care centera· 1ut..di1..:11 

so ... n:e.Flonde°"'P•rrm•n1olCh•ldren•nd 
F•m11 __ .,,,,_n:1Coumy9u,.•uofCh•ld,.n"9 
9oe...._1.Fam11\rC.r•1r•l.l.ili.,..10• .. C"1ld 
De..i~n1S.rv1t11 

I.be result of market surv"cys th11 
reflect depressed ralcs for child­
care seT"Yiccs in Dade. 

• Fundin1 short&gcs have prc-

~t~n!!:11ti~~ s:~~e !f:i"C:~:~~6~~ 
children needina care. Nearly 
7,000 of those children arc in 
Dade and Broward counties. 

Child-care advocates say rcquir· 
ina m11ndatory curriculum stan­
dards at all these centcn without 
invcstina more money could make 
thinp wonc 

IONErS A PROBLEM 
Quality care expensive 

"The real problem i! chat this i! 
a system primarily financed by 
parents who can't afford quality 

':ti:!::~r ~l~hcsFl~~mMOn~~;~ 
Forum, a child-care walchdoa 
"You can require more aucss­
ments, but the bouom line 1s these 
ccnlen arcn ·1 1oin1 to be able 10 

:u~k~t~e~n'1n~~~rno;~menu with-

While there is little inYeslmcnt 
in Florida's child-care system for 
children up 10 J yean old, "more 
than 50 pen::cnt of moms [in 1he 
stale] arc back at worlr: within a 
year of their child'1-b1nh." Muen­
chow says. "Thal's slightly h1&her 
than the national average." 

llUlll YALUOIU. / Howlkl Slell 

MORE THAN BABY-8rTTING: Teacher Blanca Rodriguez comforts chair at South Miami Msthodlst Christian PraschOol and Day Care. 
Tommy Lope.z as Grace Frazer watches after a child sat in Tommy's Tommy's mom wanted a learning environment for her son. 

A FEW DOZEll BAD APPLES 
Dead rats, broken toilets 

In addition to lhese burdens, 
chronically bad unters - three 
dozen 1n Dade alone - conlinue 
10 stay open year after year, critics 
sa~. In Dade and Broward, only 
four ccnten were stripped of sub­
sidy contracts last year. 

Some of the wont 1nfrac11ons 
included dead rats, broken toilets, 
lcakin1 roofs and floon wet wirh 
bleach next to slttping children. 

Reaula1ors, aware tha1 many of 
the problem centers arc strapped 
for ca.sh, say thcy"vc decided the 
best coune 1s to encourage 
1mprovcmcnl! rather than levy 
fines or shut down centen. 

calcd and died on his finl day at a 
licensed family day-care home in 
Plantation in January 1997. 

··Parents don't know, thcy"re 
not cduca1cd on how child care 
work.i. For the las1 H years we've 

~rt~~n':. 1 ~cc~~~c~~c r~~,1~st1!a:!d 
al the leYcl of ca.re." 

County prosecu1ors ha Ye 
characd Christina Schwanzberi. 
lhe home's owner, with ne&Ject for 
leavin1 I) children under 2 in the 
care of an unlicensed 25-year-old 
helper while the opcn.1or of the 
facility wcnl aroccry shoppina. 
Trial 1s lentatiYcly set for Septem­
ber. 

"We aencrally choose 10 act 
them to comply Wc"rc not 1ryin1 
to push them over the edge,"' said 
Shawn Laman::he, resource deYcl· 
opmcnt coordinator of lhc 

:~::~~~~tL~~~~ of Ch1l-

Fiedclholtz is lobbyin1 to 
increase the penalties for child· 
care center opcl"llton who do not 
follow the law A proYider who 
lies or misrcprcsenls the number 
of children beina cared for or who 
skins stafTina levels could face a 
third-degree felony punishable by 
up to fiye ycan 1n prison, under a 
bill now bcma considered by the 
Florida Legisla1urc. 

Other steps bematakcn: 
•In Sou1h Florida, the Depan­

ment of Children and Families 
has made an enforcement 
chanac. In the pa.s1, 111 child-care 
ccntcn 1ha1 took subsidized ch1I· 
dren were monitored by Miami­
Dadc Child Developmenl Ser­
vices. Dul 1hat agency. pan of 
county 1ovcmmcnt, lost 25 per­
cenl of iu contacl this year 10 
Broward's nonprofit Family Cen­
tral, which now monitors ccnten 
in North Dade also. 

llUll YM.UOMA / ttsllKI sun 

EARLY ST ART: Clara Gesni sings with some or the babies at the Centro Mater day-care center. 

Bu1 a son touch often means 
substandard condicions. 

""It's (ru11n1111n1."' acknowtedacs 
Pcmclla Burke, director of Dade's 
Division of Child Dcvclopmenl 
Services, the inspcc1ion agency for 
subsidized centers ··vou work 
with 1hcm and they do what you 

'For the last 25 years 
we've thought of child 
care as just 
baby-sitting. We 
haven't really looked 
at the level of care. ' 

llAAIC FIEDELHOL Tl, 
c:hlld9dWlcal9wrl'lole90Fldted 

ask them. 1hcn after three or four 
months 1hey shp back - usually 
after lhcy"ve had a complelc tum· 
over in s1afT" 

Burke also notes that parents 
often complain when centcn are 
closed. (Records show parents do 
report Yiola1ions, but mspec1on 
don"I often side with them.) 

All of whu;b frustrates activists 
hke Mark Fiedctholtz, whose 
)-mon1h-old son Jeremy suffo-

'"I felt we needed some competi­
tion,"" says Anita Bock, director of 
Children &. Families in Dade ··1 
fclt lhc ciJunty didn't haYC enough 
focus" on early childhood dcvel­
opmcn1. 

• H1&her standards arc be1n& 
set for the 600 child-care ccnten 
and homes that receive !ubsidies 
in Dade and Broward. In lhe past. 
they'ye needed to score 70 ou1 of 
100 on a standard 1nspcc11on to 
rece1ves1a1eaid. ByJuly.thcmm­
imum will rise 10 80. 

• GoY. Lawton Chiles is ask1n& 
lhe legislature for S4 million to 
reward providen who achieve 
national accreditation. 

110 GUARANTEES 
Parents must be vigilant 

Ficdclholtz says the mos1 
imponant chan1c must inYolve 
parcn1s, howeYcr. Their viailancc 
1s lheu children"s best prolcction 

"'Remember that a license 1sn·1 
a guarantee of any1hrn1.·· he said. 

Aldis Lopez.. a lawyer and 29-
year-old mo1hcr who lives in the 
Palmetto sec11on of Dade, said she 
learned the hard way how little 
some ccnten do. When Lopez's 
5on. Tommy, was about a year 
old. she bad him enrolled m a 
home child-care center recom­
mended by a friend. 

""It drove me insane when I saw 
him stn.pped in a stroller,"" said 
Lopez. whose son is now 2 and 
enrolled al South M1am1 Method­
ist Chrisiian Preschool and Day 
Care. ""He was s11tmg 1n front of a 
TV. I don"t require a college prep. 
bul. come on."' 

But many parcms say deYeloP­
men1al curriculum isn"t the lirs1 
1hina lhal comes 10 mrnd when 
they look for child care 

··To be honest, no, I didn"t 
really think aboul ii,"" says Lau­
derhill rcs1dcn1 Sabrina Clayton, 
ll, a promotions media coordina­
tor, sini!e mother of two sons and 
full-time !ludcm. 

She said she looked for safely 
and cleanliness when she enrolled 
her son 0."1d, 5, 1n child care 
A.ffordab1hty and 1cacherlcb1ld 
ni11os were other faciors. 

Vicki Gates, 38, a lirst-limc 
mom and office manaacr for an 
accoun1in1 firm. picked lhc Tutor 

WHAT THE LAW SAYS TEAOlER/CHILD RATIOS 
Current Flonda law raquirae the followmg lor a 
day~1re cenler lo be licenHld ind opera1111g. 

• ,.., ttM abl:eiice of die 
epera1or. !tier• must ba 
at le.al Qr\• suift perwon 
.i1...i21vwersald.,-id 
1n ch1rg• of Iii• centar 
and on th• premi1a ..: 
al1DmH. 

•All child-Qr• ceni.rs 
mu:sl ba in good repair. 
Ir• rrom tiulai '"d 
1efe1yhuerde.c1--. 
and lree lrom v•rmin 
i1"1famtion, mu11 hav• 
linkneardtaoar••for 
handl.vahingof 
an.ndanta 

•A11et11ld-c•r•l'ac1litfee 
muath11YB2011C1u•,.. 
IHI per child of UAble 

indoor 1pace lor a.ch 
ctilld. Minimum of -46 
J1quar•l•1ofouldoor 
10-=:e per ct.ild ona Y'I• 
or older. 

•Tu.child-c•r•canler 
mu11 h- acheduled 
activitin poat.d and lh• 
wrinen pie.., muet 
iN:ludelCtivil1•1h•t: 

•Promole•moli011el. 
IOC"lal. lntell.::tual end 
phy9ical gr0W1h 

• lnctude quiel and 
aclMI pl.,-. bod'l lridomi 
and ouldoort 

• lnduda ~•1. snacks 
.,dn1ptirn•e 

·-M 0-1 y11re old 13 
• 1-1 yHfl gkt· i·e 
•2-JyHraold. t·lJ 1:6 
•H ve•[J old· 1.15 1.8 
•4-SyHreo!d. 1:20 18 
• s-eveare old: 1.25 1:10 

HOW --M- ·-­a.Id'• or b«ter r.-oe wone rwti-
FLORIDA ~..-~--~-~Ro--~"'""~--~· _ 
RATios~:~~~;""~.~~·~;7~---;~~~---'~:­

coMPARE -=::-=~~::~:~~~~,,,,~~: --o;''!--, ---'="~-
• • yHr1 old: S 1 
•Sv•raold. 51 

lo11tm·Clolld,.,.•o.t•"MF11nd.ri.c.n,.,r.,,c•rM< 
o.-1opT111n11nE•nvC•,.•ndEduaroon 

'These centers aren't 
going to be able to 
make many 
improvements 
without better 
financing.' 

SUSAll llUIDICHOW, · 
FloridaChiklren"1ForumdlrllCI01" 

Time Chifd Care Leaming Cen1er 
m Fon Lauderdale for her son 
Kyle. 3. aficr asking questions 
about the center's sick-child pol­
icy. whe1her prayers arc reciled. 
whelher lhc ccnler offered any 
1ymnastics. how tuition was paid 
and whether any extra supplies 
had to be proY1dcd by parcn1s. 

Doreen Brodnax, 32. a wa11rcss 
who lives in Davie. was primarily 
concerned with affordability when 
she was looking for child care She 
has two children - Sean, 4, and 
Amber, 6 - and acts no child SUP­
pon or food sramps. 

Modesto Abc1y, director of the 
Dade Coun1y Children's ScT"Yiccs 
Council, said Dade child adYo­
catcs tried m 1988 to create con­
sistent funding for child develop... 

GETTING A HELPING HAND 
11 your l1m1ly ehg1ble for child-care 
eub.idin7 Perenle corning otfwritare. 
the working poor •nd rnigr1n1 worilers 
are among !hose who may qualify. 
Th~ certified lo receive aiblidies pay 
1ccord111g 10 1ncome lirJel. whd• rhe 
government picks up the rem1111der. 
Due to limited funding. some fam1he! 
•r• placed on w•1ling liete H•r• er• 
•xamplee of weekly oul-ol·pocket 
e:w.p•nee1 lor fam1hee of lour who 
quahty 
MljM#!ill *'4"¥' -· .... -........ ...,,. ohild ..,_ 

"' IPI '" IPI 
so .. " " " 119_050• "' .. .. .. 

sz1.i&02 "' "' '" .. 
1215.7!!.6 ... "' "' "' 'PoYe ...... l•Yel 

men! and other programs for 
you1h At firs1. the erTon looked 
promising: 5CVcn tn 10 YOlers 
.aarccd to create a '"child welfare 
board·· 

But a second ballot qucs11on of 
whether 10 fund the board with a 
half-mill propcny tax tha1 would 
raise S40 million was trounced by 
the same margin. A.bely said his 
council has not &iven up. 

··we·re wa111ng for a 
faYorable climate."· he said. 

QRe1dalllh• 
~~ :!a:::d~sof 

..na on c:hldhood 
~I.daycare 
and 1111'191 Florida ,_,., 
10 do 10 keep pece 

~-

HOW TO COUACT US 
•To eommenl on thil 
senes, addrass letters to 
R .. dy or Not7 The Miami 
Herald, One Herllkt Plaza. 
M1am1, FL 33132-1693. or 
email us at tutu.-.e@her­
old.-

HOUT THE SERIES 
•SUNDAY: Amilllonchll­

dren undar 5 ant headed lor 
Florida"11Choots. Will they be 
ready!oie.rn? 

• MONDAY: The lighln1ng 
grOWlh of brain conn«tions 
1ntheeartyyt1ar.i. 

•TUESDAY. Na..,g1ting 
ll'M!l lattered health-care 
m~. 

•WEDNESDAY: Quality 
lime and quality care often 
elude lh• working poor. 

•THURSDAY: Th• roleot 
corporal• investmmit 1n day -· •TODAY: n.-cti for 
dUld cs. thet noun.hn the 
mind. Ptua: • rip-mnd-NN 
pwentm'guidmlo-fTtMrn­
log. 

•SATURDAY: Theprom­
IM of hom .. bll59d day car a. 
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IMPORTANT CHOICE: Russ Gates and his son Kyle, 3, tour the Tutor Time Child Care Learning Center In Fort Lauderdale. 

Parents can check up on preschools 
9J KARLA SRUNER 
And altUCI TAYLOR IHl&UI 
Hlreld Slafl' Wrn.n 

In •n office tucked away on 
Third Avenue in Fort Lauderdale 
sits some of the most crucial infor­
mation for mothcn and fathcn 
looking for child care. 

But ii 'i quiet there because few 
parcnu ever 10 - an 1vcra1c of 
only one a day. 

The office bclon1P to Broward 
County's Child Care Liccnsin& 
and Enforccmcnl Section. Its files, 
an open ca1alo1 of recent 1nspec-
11ons for hccn~ child-care cen­
ters and homes, uc a priceless 
resource for puents. 

A parent rcvicw1n1 inspection 
rcpom. for child-cue ccn1ers 
m1gh1 find that his or her top 
chou;;c has chronic fire hauirds or 
1 dirty k11chcn On the other hand. 
1hc piper trail mi1ht 1dcnti(y 
another opcr.uor as someone with 
1.n ucep1ion11Jy well·l111ined staff. 

Shawn Laman:he, man11er of 
the sccuon, says violations arc 
supposed to be posted at the cen­
ters themselves but may not 
always be prominenlly displayed 
- some1imes unwittingly buncd 
under piper deco111t1ons or ch1l­
dren"s drawinip. So her office is 
oflcn the best place to check out a 
ccn1cr or home. 

Parcnn who come there can 
also inspect books on early child· 
hood development. parcnt1n1 
mapz1nes and toys: an 1ntcr1ock-
1n& (oam puule, n1:1t1n1 blocks, a 
rainbow mobile Th(' toys arc the 
kinds of b111in-s1imulatin1 play­
things parcn1s should look for 11 
the child-care centers they visit 

Liccnsin1 consultanls who have 
master's dc1recs in early child­
hood development work with 
child·carc homes and ccnicrs 
when they first open - to teach 
1hem whit toys to buy, how many 
puules 1hey need, what kinds or 
blocks arc heller than others. Dur­
in& periodic inspections. monitors 
will check whe1herthecentersstill 
h1ivethtsema1enals. 

But pucnts can't assume th;r,t 
such requirements will just be 
"taken care of' once In inspection 
is done. Umarc:hc said. If 1hey 

SHOPPING AROUND: Cindy Brown. director of the Youthland 
Academy Pr•School In Pompano Beach, shows the center to Vicki 
Gates. It was the fourth preschool that Gates visited. 

notice 1ny1h1n1 remiss, they 
should no1ify her office, she 
added, notin1 that parents repre­
sent "thousands of pan~ of eyes'" 
that visit child-care centers at 
leas! 1wicc a day. 

In M1am1·Dade County, 1everal 
parents call each d1y to make sure 
hccns.cs ;r,rc current, s.aid Colleen 

~:~~r~ •ri:;.i~mS:~ic; ~~;~s~ 
and F1imihes. Four or five a week 
actually look 11 the inspections by 
v1sitin1 Children and Families' 
hcensin1 division. 

Two kinds or inspection reports 
arc available in both Dade and 
Brow1rd. One summarizes a cen­
ter's basic s.afety and health quali­
fications; these arc done for all 
child-care cen1crs. The 01her, 
done for centers that have state­
subsidizcd children, measures a 
center's cffons to nurture child­
hood development 

Parents rart:ly look at lhc latter. 
"In the past six months, I think 

,..e've had two people, - s.aid Pcr­
nella Burke. director of the 

Miami·Dadc Division of Child 
Development Services. 

Eduardo R1ver1, a contractor 
man1gcr for 1hc Department of 
Children and Families in Miami· 
Dade. s.aid he undcrS11inds why 
some parents don'I devote more 
11me1orcscarchin1child-careccn· 
1ers. 

"If you have two children. 

'I don't think 
[parents} look at this 
like they look at 
kindergarten, like 
"Did [my child/ get 
an F?" They should, 
because it's critical. ' 

CINDY BROWM, ..-"""" .. 

you've 1ot pressures." Rivera 
said. "You need to 1e1 them 
dressed in lhe momin1. You need 
to 1ct to work on time." 

But Cindy Brown, dircc:1or or 
Youthl;r,nd Academy Pre·School 
in Pompano, which serves 
middle-class children, sayi par· 
cnts need 10 pay attention 10 edu· 
cat1onal cumcula. 

--1 don't think [parents] look at 
this like they look at kindcrprten. 
like 'Did [my child) 1e1 an F'.'' 
They should, because it's critical 
It's probabl;y- more important 
because this 1s the foundation for 
1hat." 

Fran Payne, executive director 
of Jack and Jill Nursery Inc., 1 
publicly and pnva1ely funded 
nonprofit 11ency 1ha1 provides 
ch1ld cue for low·incomc ramihes 
in Broward County, llfttS. Refer· 
rin1 to her chcn1s, she 11id. "Mo5t 
of them we dra1 over and s.ay, 
'Herc's the leswn plans.' I think 
they're so overwhelmed by their 
povcn.y, their lack of adequate or 
safe housin1. !heir inability to 
really provide for their family, 
that they're just happy to find 
some place [10 care for their 
kids]·· 

Becky Cavallo, 36. an adminis· 
t111t1ve assistant who lives 1n Sun­
rise. u.ys she would have visited 
Broward's hcensm1 and enforce· 
mcn1 section if she hid known 
about 1t. Her dau&htcr Isabella. 4. 
1ocs to the Ne11hborhood Kids 
Pre·School 1n Sunrise. Her son 
Nolan. 7, went 1herc, too. 

In an effon 10 publicize 
Broward's licensing agency. the 
parent of every child bom in a 
Broward hosp11al soon will &cl a 
rcfri1era1or magnet with i1s phone 
number on it. 

Cavallo and her husb1nd work 
hard to stay involved with Nei1h­
borhood Kids, a center they arc 
1encrally salisfied with. 

"Ifs really 1he parents, 1n the 
end. that mali.c the place 1ood." 
says Rocco Cavallo, 44. "ll's 
rc.J.lly the parents askin1 questions 
that keep the place on 1ts 1ocs If 
you sec some1hing th1!'s no! ri&ht 
and don·1 s.ay anythin1- i1 will stay 
nOI n&ht.'' 

'More training needed, 
but cost is a concern 

ffi
...._.ORUNER 

StlllWrit• 

e n1ppin1 burgers. cleaning 
s and bagg1n1 iroccnes. !ilk· 

in& care of children in Florida is a 

!
minimum.wage industry. 

Jr you lhmk thu·s an inade­
quate salary for the people canng 
for this country's future, consider 
the state's training rcqu1rcmcn1s: 
1 JD-hour course ir you want to 
work as a teacher at a child-care 

lcenter and a three-hour course i( 
you want to run a child-care 

'home. Even becoming a bcauti· 
. c11n requires more: 1,200 houn of 
'train1n& and a stale board-1idm1n· 
1stered cum to get a license 

Flonda ranks in 1he middle 
when it comes to t111imn1 require· 
menu, says Sheri Azer. a pr0&ram 
assoc1a1c at The Ccn1er for Career 
Development in E.arly Care and 
Educa!ion at Wheelock Collese in 
Boston, which compiled a study 

1997 training requirements 
nationwide. 

By contrast, Minnesota, which 
she considers the top stale. 
requires 24collegccredits in child 
dcvclopmenl and two years of 
experience for teachers working in 
child-care ccn1crs. Louisiana and 
M1chipn, al the 01her cKtremc. 
require no pre.service 1rainin1 
and no ongoin& training each year 
for teachers m child-care centcn 
(Florida requires eighl houn of 
on1oin1 training annually). 

Larry P1ntacuda, chief of child 
care for 1he Florida Department 
or Children and Families. s.ays 
increasing !he 30 hours of 1eachcr 
trainin1 manda1cd by the stale 
would mean more cost to parents 
and child-care providers. 

"You'd like for 11 to be hia,hcr. 
bu1 wh;r,1evcr you do, lhc families 
will pay for 11." he s.aid. 

But a study released 1his month 
by the Fam1h1:1 and Work lnsti· 
tu1e 1n New York takes issue wi1h 
1ha1 concern. The s1udy looked at 
the impact of rccenl chan1es in 
Florid;r,'s tcacher·to-ch1ld ratios 
and educa1ion requircmen1s for 
child-care providers. 

In 1992, the state chan1ed 11s 
tc1ichcr·lo-child ratios for infants 
from onc·to-siK to one.to-four. 
1ind for 1oddlers rrom onc.1o-e1ght 
to onc-10-siK. And since 1996. 
Flonda has required 1ha1 for every 
20 children in a child-care ccnlcr. 
there be at leas! one staff person 
with a Child Development Associ· 
ate (CDAJ credential or cquiva. 
lent. The CDA is issued by the 
Council for Early Childhood Pro­
fessmnal Reco1n111on. a nalional 
agency 1ha1conduc!s1ssessmcnts. 
A CDA requires a person lo have 
al least 480 hours or experience 
working with young children and 
l 20 hours of formal child-care 
1rainin1. 

The study found that the 
changes con1r1buted to 1a1ns 1n 
the qua.lily of early education and 
did not "s11mfican1ly affect con-

sumer costs" dunng J 992· 1996. 
"This study at least bc1ins 10 

dispel some of the myihs (1ibou1 
raising education rcquirt"mcn1sJ: 
lhal no one will be able 10 ust" 
child care, that parents will be 
hun.." s.aid Ellen Galinsky, project 
director and co-principal invr-sti· 
ptor at the Families and Work 
Institute. 

Pintacuda said he doesn't dis­
a1rce with the results of the study 
but said he would want more 
information before seeking a 
chan1cfrom 1he lqisla1ure . 

Meanwhile, Pintacuda said his 
staffisrcvismgthccurriculum for 
the 30 hours to include more 
information about safety and age· 
1ppropn1i1c child development. 

Susan Muenchow. executive 
director or the Florida Children's 
Forum, said any solution to 
improved child development 
must address tht" issue of high 
tumover. The Work and Fam1hes 
lnstilulc study found tha1 "hi&h 
levels or turnover make adhcrcnct" 
10 the new law [rcquinng a CDA 
or CDA cqu1valencyl more diffi­
cult." 

Turnover rates were 24 pcrccn1 
1n l 992. and 30 pcrcen1 m 1994 
and 1996. In fac!, thc s1udystatcd. 
only a "shocking" 2 percent of 1hc 
teachers observed m 199:? wt"re m 
the same classrooms or c"en the 
samt" centers 1n 1996. 

Pin1acuda says turnover is a 
"major problem'' in cstabhshin& a 
relationship bc1wcen a child and a 
provider. He lhmks two proposals 

Florida requires a 
30-hour training 
course to become a 
teacher at a 
child-care center. 

m11h1 make 1 difference: The 
Gold Seal of Approval accrcd1la· 
tion program for child-care ren­
ters and the TEACH program. 

Pintacuda s1i1d TEACH 
decreased turnover in Nonh Car­
olin;r, from 30 percent to about 7 
percent. In return for 1e111ng a sal· 
ary increase or bonus, TEACH 
participants agree lo stay for 
anolhcr year al the ccnler or home 
where they work The panici· 
pints. employers and TEACH pay 
for 1he 1u111on 

Florida has pilot TEACH pro-
1rams in Pinellas. Hillsborou1h 
1nd Orange counties: Palm Beach 
Couniy will implemenl one soon. 
The Flonda Legislature is consid· 
cring a S l million proposal to 
etpand the pr0&ram statewide. 

Also. Gov. Lawton Chiles is 
1eekmg $4 million to encourage 
centers to raise s1andards. thereby 
1cnmg a Gold Seal. The fonding 
would provide a 20 percent rate 
increase to centen and homes 
with subsidized child care that get 
accrcd11a11on. As one condition of 
accredi1a11on. centers or homes 
~~~~s~eet hia,her trainin& require· 

STEPS TO IMPROVE CHILO CARE EVALUATIONS. PARTNERSHIPS 

Ad'VocarM .tnd 1txperrs sugga!rf rh1ts1t changn to rmprove child ~r-r: 

•Revised inspection procedures so that all child-care centers a1e evalu· 
ated for developmental curricula 

• 1ncn1ased sr1t11 subs1di8!11 for poor children already gening earl as 
well as those on wa1t1ng lists. 

• F•nanc1al pan1111rships between ct11ld-care providers and churches, 
svnagogues. business groups and other community organ1Lations. 

• Speci;r,L anention to centers in poor neighbortioods. where operators 
cannot afford to charg1 high tu1t1on or pay for staff training 

• Add1t1onal training r1tqu1rements for child-care workers, rewarded 
wirh higher pay and benefits 

• lncen1ives for child-care centers to offer more fle1uble hours. 

• Clo591' regulation of unlicensed family child-care tiomcs. 

•Partnerships befween established cen1ers and nearby lamrlv child· 
care homes whose opera1ors need 1rain111g. 

~~oiiW1o~thedM.:tren1 
.·litfachridijoranilppn;pri111eage.i:mlle · 
· or ltle encouraged to dewkJp Mlfiielp 

d:iDI II.di• dredng. toil86ng. washing. __ _,,_? .. 
. :.ii.Are ... ming~~ bOob. ~ 
... ptayn. pUalas ~In good cnndi-
. don? WNr mboL4' llmns that fca8r' imegi­
.• rmdon luch ail: l*Xb. ...... IDY' cftmb­
lng ~ind drmNlbe props7 
• DcMt me a...;: tiiM pins. a ftsh tat* °' ... .inlni.ls 1oi- dlikh(i tD Clll'9 fot7 
For .n.crtw pa;, oo. me center Mwi 
dl~8Quipnmll7' . 
•Are mallard..-- nutritiou&. varild 
and Mivm:t. ~ tina? Does th9 
lld wah ita hm1dl before Mndllng food 

_____ , 
•Haw manv abrff'nwnhln .. trained ln 
first a6d7 Are .-note d!Nl:mni inst.111.t tn 

__ , 
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MOVIE REVIEWS. WEEKEND 
• Wild ThiniJ 111 tnrllltr wrth ton• al c1mp 1na tlUZI. 

•Jo11nTrholtlh111nunc1nny11umtll1nc1toth1 
prH1d1nt 1n PnmaryColr.1 

These d1ys. w 

b&bJCS gt'O'IW up LDC 

child!Tn cnlu a fo 
age 3 or 4. wbc:n 
11re11 tbe impo!UDce of ••uimulatJon.. 
pnmal boDd berwecn plR"nl llld ch.Lid ge11'"'' 
overlooked ' 

But nolhi.ng 10p1 it - DOt ~11. cagb.1 boun 
a day of child can:. "A child Uow1 wbo 
mom ud dad are." 1.&)'I p1ycbologil1 RDai 
Le1dcrman. director of I.be No"• 

STAY-AT-HOME DADS """' 
llvourwillW111bllllyou·relhe(J'll!wl'Dprcl::luplhellG1lnJm:id'ool11'111l1rtl1hemtoo:ter f 
In! 10 a. dCICl'ot we'd 11~ to ta• lrom Yi!U Wnte 10 Smv Al Home OICb. livln;I & lall'lf'9. 
1"' Herald 1 Henld f'llnl, Mlilllli. l31J2 Ol lu UI 11 l:xJ!il 3~~7. Please ttludt I dlYllll'll! 
itu"l!r.iltlbe! 

EARNING 
FRIDAY. MARCH 20, 1 gg,e 

MILESTONES YOU CAN MEASURE 
n.. a,. ll!illl,. u. my 1i111po1t1 or '-!thy phy1;.;.i Mid 
1moooial dc~opiaoori in 1 child from bin.b ll A yan old, 
1Jth:n11he:verychilddev1loP'•ldtlf~n1J.,..L1-

~~!.ae~ 
• Bes- ll mab om-11U1bl1 toW'ldl ruch q ooh llt'd U.. 
•Rup:irdliolllid1miln111a-nimacc. 
• Duca..U.iu pu11nl'1 1map f?gm own. 
• FoU.,..1U1objoctw:ilh.,. .. &111"-1. l'lomiide to11de.. 
ror.ii.11JOMCOrlClt. 
• LauahJ•b:i.lcp~yina;.-.i!Jirpi,,,y;1di.lrup-.d.. 

• lden11l'!upo.n=ni:'1vo1c1. 
•Di11CnmU.1e1!'.o:e1frompinema. 
• O....iopic::t.fW=lt)' Dt.:om& band. 

~-...... ~ 
•U-•OIOCIO"-"p!UIP'Janddilplcu..._ 
•Re.!lp)l"llilto01"Dmme.. 
•S.-P-'11V11DbJKUU>Uldau1crco~ 
• No1.;q c:a111.<1 and .rr.,1. i.•., tio-11r • no 1111abc ;1 

~.IJ'~ 
•Rap:.adtio11mple"rCrtla!DDmJll.l.lldt.lllCJudarc -llD'' 

•Tnt.1Dimn:lm1"0ldl. 
• E.J.plDIQ Db)a:tl by Naki~ t.rlsilll. i:l'am<jlll· 
• Bq;im D ,.... obj9cu -h u c11pi and t:iru.&h91 i;orncdy. 
•Gro11pt1Dmeobt-:t1by1i"ape.andcolOE. 
• Ditf-naam1 amcna i-pl•; rcan •crarc•n.. 
• Dirplily11motiom and rsop:ii.- ll'llm in oltsr ~L 
• Enjoy• -Yi ... byti-bylaadunden~u.mplli~ 

~ 
• Don'l 1"CllT)' 1bolit -"IX"i.,.." yow t.by. Cuddle l.lld 
.. llpOlldD lhtirr.m.. 
•T1J.kDyowt:.by111intlimpl11"01dl. 
• Play plll9I rw:h u ~Pt.xi I.lid Fi-.. Lin:l.11 Pigica. 
• 0.1 nsuJac t-ith chow;bip, 111Clud&T11 all lmmll/1l~IW. 

IJIBIM'E 

• u-11J.01".-..rncl.u1"0Dill.lldo;:llll.DOalblmrwo..-crd.a. 
•lde:nlifielt1"0ormo .. oti;.carrom1poupa/&;miliar 

"""'~ .kiimtit'i .. .tmpl•pi<:-111boob. 
• ElprnKI nofl.ial1 ..;th b:io:lily rap:>ma mootly, •t.11 
"°'211D!JlllyS11yill1 .. nD.-

=wr ff' 1' Qji:L 
• VcalJ.llaey ui:-rW D ll.15ocmon •ordl. 
•L.abd.l.a.>rw,....,hu-lll•up"wJ.n•artitot:. 

'"'"""-
• Ammpa IO lllilr. U\ ...--. 

• Pa.nu ID~ mm9d OOdy puu. 
• Di.ww.n •<weryttirc bu. m.me.. 

M'R* '¥ 
• Ui*nlalldl Ul<Jlhtt, mor., arm, many. 
• Poirunl:ait. band.&. r-1.,,,,.,eya. molllh 
•Voc:ab.alaryof500l"mon:worda. 
•lmim.~adult'11"0rdsandidl.DCt1c.d. 
•C~r1"0-IDrDW'-.ordll:l>IEnc:m.. 

•Mioybi:ablctogi,,.tlntandl .. -. 
•1t:now1wb&n!.tina1 ... 1nanduoundll'lllDUM. 
•Uie1~rain-innofe1T.11D11to1el! 
•u1e1promUD1-L ..... yau-aJtro111hmital ... y1cot'­
..,11y. 

• HM namerary - or owno::nhp. 
•sD.tUmct.l.1•11119p11m11'1dlliiu. 
• s.u- maJm-l:idM ... play. 

• Rup:>nd m yow: child'1 lq11111•. wt.n lw •Y•· .. oo.11-
11da." yo11. a.y, "Y""'~to1oc11.t1idolandplloy~" 
•T.-.:hchildn=n1bolitlhe:itwoiid- poia:autool.on.l.lld 
-ofotii-:a.. 
• Pft>widio Illa or picnn boob m r-1 mpttEr oc llom.. 
Site IDDl:I. Plly ~ 1uc.b.u Simon S.y1111d /ltU., "1l:llwt 
••ltDr1. 
•01,,.yowchlldopparu.ri!lu10p1t.y"'1lhotlsrctlildruL. 

a0isd .. tas1Dtour-,ft.,...llldi:i.J.·•ord1m11:na:1. 
• Foll_., 1. two- or ttnil<Olllplnmt command. 
•S.y1-. ... 111L 

•s.,....c:anv.ndo:rJ;tln:lmaJ1alcbld'•-rdL 
• So1 .... 1DmcprotMani i.otm.d. pa:fotmizlt-ailml&Dd 

•Ma1m1~11:17"1wock.. 
• Ma11ebNanobjkll.ai.n:l101pi.:an i.o1 bx>lr.. 
•a:.zip1a1ap.inin•ilhd-.ocr011.1"P""f.a. 

•\lco:ataiJNrszr-1ml001al,000--1a. 
•~toupn•de•rmaaadt-Jina1....tally. 
•111pi1a:a111-.d,~oympa!by01"otr.lllDlb:p<>b­.... 
• Ulldoirni.D:b corwpa or_. and d'1t'---. 
• Mulen IDIDI. buic nil•• al pmma.i:. 
•Ta11J1ma... 
•s..m.oftimeilclet.nt. 

•~10DMdly1ortm-.lr.&Ddlhllmchdlyil-­
IUledi.obDl&al.D:l11WU..._ 

•~a1.1-rowcclan. 

• Eocoum,. lllXpal:le- ~ t.llO'JlliJ:t yow child ID dial 
t.nell'orpoirm.ilktn:ma-..J..l~r.r111m1cv.p. 

• Allr. ycw child to i.lp •tlh lllicnpl• houahold clDra. 
.Oi,,.lim..llldctoi£ua/dlinp10-.ror•10l!Jl.1yoir 
ctald.Cllllcboo•. 
• eo.m...c to 1-1 pe11am tDokl ..;m _,..com.pl.a •l>Du. 
.... fa"IUll&IOllp. ... Ehappsopiil.111wideollJld1"acklllll­
pl• pgz1n w:ilh yow cb:ild. 
·~~1Saiplay-"Lec'1i.,,. ... pi:11J.rU 
powyou1cupal-.· 
_c...,~r-•-,_.r •• 1 c:ir..w.oL-S-.n.r 
/r•ll.W-a.ofLl1'.n....C.pllm;11w~J'-tM-•f 
l."1. -...in.- C.pi- r- 0..JJliroli ... ,.6. F.._I/& 
o.&....i0r.-~:r..,.,t--. 



You can get through 
the ' throvving stage' 
·with patience, praise 
Q • ~/,l;l~h~r :;~~i~-:-,'.~1~·;~.11 ~11 ;1,~l~I 
[j ~h~ ,, IHild1ng ·.011a·ihi11µ. ;>.:111 1 
h\ h,·, 11•<<..I~ ~" r;ur 1; <..!• ·.•. r• •·: 

t:11...: JI hl 111\:. ~hC' lhlf)W' i1 \'. l',JI 

,1nl.tu 

~~'.})'.[~; ~~ 
lh1ni;:< f,H ·.·.·."····.-:· .'.J 

;7·~~;::·:~;~~~: ~ .... :·: :;\~~;;>:::: 
~!~';:· .. :"r ~~''. 1 ~ BEVERLY 
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Classes, books, Web sites 
help in bringing up baby 

Here i1 a panial li1t ofpan:ntin1 
claues, boob on cbild-r1isin1 and 
helpful Web sitea. 

CU.88E9 
The NOft Solrlbeuttn Ualft'I'· 

1lty Family Center in Davie pro­
vides parcnlin1 classes ycar­
round. Most include fees.. but the 
Infant Awareness Class, which 
st1rted March 9 and runs lo June 
6, is free. The H-minutc class is 
held Tuesd1ys, Thursdays, Fri­
days and Saturdays, both day and 
evenina. A variety of other infant 
and toddler paren1in1 clusn are 
offered. most or them in lhe 5155 
ranae. The Family Center offen 
scholanh1pt lo needy families. 
"We've never !urned anyone 
away;· sayi d1rtttor Roni Lcider­
man. For infonnation, call (954) 
262-6900. 

Florida lnlcnado-.1 Uabenity 
ofTen a series of one-day work­
shops for parents wilh children 
2'/i to 5 years old. The workshops 
are a! FIU's Family Center on the 
Univcnity Parlr. Campus, South­
west Eighth Slreel and 107th Ave­
nue. The ncxl is scheduled for 
Apnl 15 and it's free For infor­
mation, call (JO~) ]48-214]. 

A Seuado-.1 Baby clan is 

A group of Mlaml parent• 
hu organized a parenting 
lectur111111d woritahop tot 
lonlght and Saturday. 

The lel;hn. caDed '"Nur­
lurlng !he S«\MS ol New­
borns," •Ill be •t 7 tonlghl 1t 
lhe Tropical Audubon Soel­
e1y·s Doc Ttiomu HOU99. 
5530 Sur..t Dr • South 
Miami. 

The apNk• ia ... ter1111 kln­
derglllten teecher Rochelle 
Ctwyet. Tlckets .-e S 10. 

On Saturd9Y. a dlytong 
worilshop - .. Crutlng • 
He.&thy and RtlythrNcat 
Home Ufa" - .in be II tM 
Kampong, ll013 DouglU Ad., 
Mm:ml. Cos! II 145 ltld ---RnerwllOnl.,. required 
for bolh .....nta. Call 
(305) 740-8082. 

offered by Baplist Hospital in 
Kendall, focusin1 on infanl heaJlh 
and develo~cnt The 1wo-hour 
class runs oi:i four consecutive 
Wednesday evc.ninp. The next 

tio~~ c!J~(;o~1l6t5~~-informa-
Amuda's rtace it a fun, educa­

tional play prosnm for parents 
and children up to asc 4 that 
meets at six public schools 
throughout Broward County. 
Most classes meet weekly for nine 
weeks, but some meet four times 
weekly. Times ruse from 5 10 6 
p.m. or 910 10 a.m. Some schools 
provide student-run day care dur­
in1 !Chool hours to make at1end-

t!1scl:.s~;! r:!cs2:~~ f5·o~F~~ 
1nfonnation, call (954) 765-6239. 

A &.b, ad Me is a Sa1urday­
momin1 Miami-Dade public 
schools class in p11rentin1 that will 
start soon al two locations - The 
E.nalish Center. 3501 SW 28th St., 
(305) 445--7731, and Ernest Gr1-
ham EJcmcntary School. 7330 W. 
J2nd Ave., Hialeah Gardens, 
(105) 825-2122. Classes art ffft 
and will be offered dunna the 
summer. 

MiamJ CldWre•'• HGellltal peri­
odically offcn one-day paren1in1 

Toys that teach 
your child skills 

In lbe boolr. Dr. Toy'J Smart 
Play, S1cvanne Auerbach, director 
of the San Francisco-based lnsti­
lulc of Childhood Resources, 
explains how toys and play .are 
crucial lo early leunin1- Herc's an 
cxccrpl on .. how loys teach": 

111 1M fint yesr. roar lta2'y 
enjoys: 

• Focusing on items lilr.e 
mobiles. 

• Tcsun1 hi1 sen5CS with son 
toys, balls or puppets.. 

• D11covcrin1 tbinp that ·•act 
back" lilr.c squeak toys. 

• Leam1n1 self-awareness from 
m1rron. 

• Increuina physical deJ:terity. 
Todlllen (1 tD l) eajq. 
• Playin1 with items like dwl­

pans, brooms and pots. 
• lmitatina the actions of oth­

en., like t.alk.ina on the phone. 
• Fiuina thinp l~cther, 

assembling: and disassembhna. 

claSlcs. The next class for parcnu 
of infants is from 9 a.m. to J p.m. 
June I J. The next clau for parents 
of toddlers is from 9 to J p.m. 

~f~-o~ ~o~:r:a~~~n~i~ (~~ 
663-6853. 
ne Center for FlllD.lly A: Child 

Earicb.mu1 in North Miami-Dade 
Coun1y has a vancty of partntin1 
proanms thal provide education 
and counselin& in stress mana1c­
menl, an1cr control. child-devel­
opment staaes and school readi· 
ness. For information, call (305) 
624-7450. 

BOOKS 

Kn~~{1~. Penelope Lc.ach. 

•Dr. Toy'• 5__, Pky. Stc­
vanne Auerbach. S1. Martin's 
Gnffin. 513.95. 

• ,._,..riar for D•-la. San· 
dra. Hardin Goolr.in. IDG. 516.99. 

•How r. H ... • s,,..,,1r BUy 
Susan Ludmpon-Hoc. Bantam. 
55.99. 

• JU IJMy BooA:. William and 
Martha Scan. Little, Brown. 
521.95. 

• TOfldroi•ti. T. Berry 8rucl-
1on. Addison Wesley. 516. 

• hraui•r l•~•t /Jqiu 

";DR. TOY'S 

!iJtl~~ 
How to Raise 
a Child with a 

~tK~ll 
STEVOOr: ALiE!UlACHA.ii 

• Creatin1 an, di8'in1 in sand, 
pastin1 pictures, playm1 with ani­
mab., 1Wn1 walb. 

Pradaooltn (l to 5) enjoy:· 
• Play clothes and props. 
•Opportunities lo use Wac. 

muscles in climbina. pullin&, 
pushina. jumpina. 

• Creatina th1np from scnp. 
• Playin1 Wllh others. 

CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY 

Kindergartners need 
to kno\v ho\v to 
occupy their time 
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a lfird1. Sally Goidberi. Sally R. 
Goldbcra .t: Associa1es. 527 50 
To order a copy, call (305) 
663-4746 or e-mail her at: 
-w.lmall.eom/slorH/pare•tia1-
1killsl 

VIDEO 
So STJ111.rt, an "'infant stimula­

tion" video appropriate for chil­
dren 3 monlhs to 3 ye.an old. The 
514.95 tape is produced by lhe 
Miami Bc.ach-bl.Sed Baby School 
Company. It's available 11 Babies 
R Us, Boob &: Boob, A Likely 

a:.,,1. 
w; -:,,,, 1·.• ,,. 

0H1;•il·. l<l•.1 

:It" .• , 
, ~· .:. . ii ... . 
:J. :{~·, ···~ , · I,;· I 

Story and Get Smart stores, or by 
calhn1 (800) 663-2741, or on the 
lnlcmcl .at -..IOSmart.com 

WEB SITES 
-JamJllesaDd•ork.o'I: The 

home page or the Families and 
Work lnstilutc includes a sum­
mary of the publication R~1lii11k-
111g iii~ Brain and other child-de­
velopment studies. 

www.iamyoarchild.or1: The 
home pa1c for filmmaker Rob 
Rcincr's I Am Your Child Foun­
dation includes sites on child 

ii:··· 

~ .. ·::1-

: .. '• 

"•'1'•1" 

'.'.''' 
-l·r 

11·. I 

•· 1 I 
I 

"'< .. :'·I·,· ... 

HAYING A 
BALL: Lett, 
Susan Krauss 
slrelches her 
daughter 
Samanlha. 1, 
on a ball al an 
early childhood 
class al Nova. 
Far lett, Rachel 
Gold bloom 
plays wilh her 
son Matlhew at 
Nova 
Southeastern 
University 
Family Cenler. 

development, pucn1in1. brain 
research and resources. 

"""'·fdon1m.orJ: The home 
pa1e for the Flonda Children's 
Forum, a clearinghouse for ch1l­
dren·s advocacy. 

-.k.idmdlorid&.011. An clcc­
lronic linkage of people who pro­
vide services to young children 
and families 1n Florida. 

"""'-Doridak.ids.com: The home 
page of the Florida Ccn1cr for 
Children and Youth, publisher of 
Kids Count, a report can:! on the 
well-bcm1 of children m Florida. 

Before-kindergarten guidelines, 
according to Dade, Broward teachers 

This is what teacben in Miami­
Dade and Broward 11.y children 
1hou.ld know before they enter 
lr.:Jnderprten. The suidelincs are 
rutlr.ed in order of importance. 

• How to Fl alon1 with others 
and share 

• How to follow c.lass rules 
• How to rccoplize own name 

1n pnnt 
• How to write name 
• How to use bathroom inde-

pendently 
• Simple colon and shapes 
• Riaht from leR 
• How to throw a ball, walk in a 

Slraiahl line and jump 
• How lo communlC3.te needs. 

wants and thousbu vcrtJally 
• How 10 tic own shoes 
•ABCs 
• Numbcn. 1-20 -·-A samplina of school pr01f2111s 

that help children prepare for 
school: 

• Pn--kiDderp:rtH Early lnter­
~11tioa: Supported by Flonda Lot­
tery dollars, these classes in public 
schools and dozens of contracted 
priv.ale schools art available for 
4-year-olds from extremely poor 
fannlics and toddlcn wi1h disabil­
ities. Eli1ibili1y is based on lhc 
same poverty standards used to 
qualify for rfft or reduced-price 
lunches. A family of four, for 
instance, mun earn 517,000 annu­
ally or less for a child from that 
family 10 be eligible. 

• FloriU Finl Start: For pu­
enu with children, newborn to age 
], w1lb an emphasis on 1eachm1 
parents how to enhance their own 
child's development. Similar pov­
cny rcquiremena arc used to 
detcnninc cli11bili1y. 

• E•ea Start ln1cintes early 

childhood classes fork.ids and Iii· 
cracy tra.1nm1 for parents who arc 
cam1n1 below lhe poverty level. 

• ree-sapported pre-kinderpr­
IH: Available in Dade but no1 
Broward. 1hcsc classes for 4-ycar­
olds att at 5 7 public elementary 
schools. Pveits pay about 5 70 a 
week for their children to anend. 
Any family can enroll a toddler, 
bul wailin& lists arc common. 

• Home lutraction Propam 
for Presdaool Yoooplen: HIPPY 
K"nds tra.med parents mlo other 
parents' homes 10 teach them how 
to be their children's fint tcach­
cn For parents of children a1es 4 
and 5. Fan11lics must live below 
the poverty level as defined above. 
Panicipaling parents lypically 
have little fonnal education. 

- JODI MAIUNDER 
FARRELL 
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Private -home child care 
drawing closer scrutiny 
Br BRUCE TAYLOfll IEEllAN for the Broward County Bureau of 
AnllllAALAllRUNER Children and f:;r,mily Services. In 
......-.idSt•nwm.-s addi1ion. a S2SO fine. 

In Pompano Beach. 1hrec chil- In 1hccomplc:o. ~hi Id-care indus-
drcn gol child care in a horn(' 1ha1 cry. rcgula1ors. ire trying lo gel a 
looked like 1his: handle on this huac and :omc-

A cu pon clullcrcd b~ toys. a times u_nmca~ured form of care 
1opplcd plant. a can of lighter 1hc family child-1;arc home-. 
nuid A boarded fron1 door win- These mom-and-pop ouifits 
dow A sign on a fence: "Warning: ha11c enormous potential. e~pcns 
Guard Doi Lo11e Al Fina Bite.·· s.ay: When opera1ed propc-rly. 

And inside _ an opc-ra1or with their small. hom_ey_ settings can be 
no license. who was hiding two of a womb for the 11n1es1 h\IC'S. Thou­
the children from 1nspe1.:ton.. sands of parents. faced with the 

··vou ha11e to cease operations daunting 1aslr. of choosing care . 
immediately ... says Eliz.abcth-------,--.,.­
Thomas. an cnforccmcn1 officer PLEASE SEE HOME, tu 

FLORIDA'S 
YOUNGEST 
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SET ST AND ARDS: Browatd Children and Family Services specialists 
Elizabeth Thomas, 1en. Betty Crawford and W. Gall Custode. 

Private -home child care 
drawing closer scrutiny 
HONE, FROM 1A 

ha.,.ccomcawaygra1cfulthat1hcy 
cho~c a nciahborhood opcraror 
imbued with patience and can:. 

But advocates for reform say 
this ncJ1.t·door vc~ion of care has 
a Iona way to go: 

• Hundrt"ds of homes. hkc the 
one m Pompano Beach. opcra:c 
illegally. Withou1 govcrnmcnl 
o"crsight.1hcy never act 1nspcc1cd 
forhcalthors.afcty minimums. 

Broward. whose three-person 
cnforccmcn1 team is the first m 
flonda. estimates SOC homes 
operate w1thou1 approval In 
M1am1-Dadc. regulators have 
made no estimate but assume il's 
higher 

• For homes recognized as 
lc&illmatc. oversighl is inconsis­
tcnl. While M1;am1-Dade and 
Broward homes ;uc required 10 
1c1 licenses and be inspected. 57 
counties rcquire only rcgistr.umn. 

•Many of the lcg111ma1e homes 
follow s1a1e rc1ulations and pro­
"idc quali1y care. But some dodge 
the rules by enrolling more chil· 
drc:n than pcrmiucd or by lca.,.mg 
children m the care of unqualified 
helpers. 

• As m e"ery other segment of 
child care. irainmg is often inade­
quate. To open 1hcir doors. family 
child care home pro• 1dcrs arc 
1Tt1u1rcd only to take a three-hour 
course and training in ("PR. 

•Most openu1ons aren·1 
(hci:ked for nunuring childhood 
development. Only about two m 
10 lii:cnsed homes rci:ci•c the 
kind of O•crsigh1 1ha1 e"aluates 
curriculum. 

Susan Mucnchow. dirci:tor of 
th.: Florida Children s Forum. 
s.ays 'orncrs arc often cut for rca· 
~on~ familiar 1n thl· child-rare 
1ndus1ry. 

··People who arc doing family 
'h1ld 'arc have a difficult 11mc 
making a 1i .. ng wage unless they 
ha•c JI kast fi•c children in 1hcir 
homes ... Mucn,how said. ··The 
primary problem 1s one of f1na.nc· 
mg ... 

Brenda I""· a Fon Lauderdale 
family home-care provider for 20 
yt:ars. 1s past pr~idcn1 and (ur· 
n.:n1 tra1n1ng 'oordmator for the 
Flom.la Family Child Care A.ssoc1-
;111on. Upcra1ors with good m1cn-
1iuns ncl·d help. she say' Shc1r.1"­
.::h lh.:: SUic giving 32-hour 
~cminars on child dc.,.dopmcn1 
and olht:r husmcss 1echn1Ques. 

l:iul !hose who arc only in the 
bu~me'' for profil need to he 
weeded oul. she says. 

"I could pu1 16 kids m fron1 of a 
TV.'' /"C~ says. "JrS not good for 
our kids. 11·~ not good for our pru­
fc,~1on. II' rm going to the doctor. 
I'd prefer unc w11h a license. 
r:ither 1han unc ma sturcfrnn1:· 

The payo!Ts of well-regulated 
family home-care induslry would 
be large. 'hild advoc;ucs say. 
Dc,idcs children gening more 
a11cn1ion. family homes might fill 
a growma need child care 11 odd 
hours Most cenlcrs. with 1hc1r 
large staff and o"crhcad costs. 
l·an·1 afford io slay open for nigh1 
nur~s. con11en1cnce s1orc derks 
and others who work through the 
n11h1. 

And this need for ne:uble care rs 
bccom1n1 more uracn1 

"We need 10 recruit more ... says 
Larry Pintacuda. chief of child 
care for the slate's Dcpanmcnt uf 
('h1ldrcnand Families .. W1ththc 
onsc1 of welfare reform. we know 
many of the clients ha11c children. 
~nd will be working odd hours ... 

Unc problem - 1hc fac1 tha1 5 7 
counties don't require inspec1ions 
of family child-care homes - in 
unlikely 10 be sol.,.ed anytime 
soon. Thal would require s1atc­
w1dc licensing. an idea nm cur· 
rcn1ly on 1hc table. 

And some say 11 wouldn't mat· 
ter. Marlr. Fiedclhol1z. a Planta 
t1on father who has waged a 'am. 
paign for reform af1er his son. 
Jcrcmy.suffoc:ucdlaslycarinan 
overcrowded family home. said 
currcnl liccnsingrcquircmcnlsarc 
la•. 

.. T!'lese pcuplc don't take any 
.. he says "They g1"c 

h'cnses to people who would 
never 1e1 licenses 1n any 01her 
area of health care.'' 

Some iniua1ivcs aimed a1 lifting 
quality arc showing prom1~. 

A s1a1ew1de impro ... emenl pro­
gram called Caring for Kids is 
intended to cncourase informal 
~pcrators 10 become licensed. and 
licensed operators to become 

acfr~~trek~ ~; ~~:r-1~~a~:in~:r:~d 
loans - 1ran1s for small 11ems. 
such ;as 'ribs. blocks. books. loans 
for biger i1cms such as fences. 
porch repairs or playground 
1mpro ... emcnts. Abou1 SS00.000 1s 
a11a1lable sia1ew1de. SS0.000 for 
each for Miami-Dade and 
Broward. 

Al lhe samc time. M1am1-Dade 
has inspired 01her counties 
around the stale with its "Resour· 
ccmob1le" program. a growing 
eff?n to send child dcvclopment 
trainers 1n10 1hc homes of family 
home pro•·idcrs. 

Thc M1ami·Dade ncct now has 
four "ans. one 1ha1offersa1ravcJ. 
ina mock classroom. another 1ha1 
specializes 1n teaching liicrac" 10 
youngsters. F,1ny homl·s arc 
signed up. many setting one vrsil 

Children and Family 
Services officials use 
fingerprints as part of 
background checks for 
child-care providers. 

a mon1h from trainers. 
In Broward. 1hc crai:kdown un 

unlicensed homes has pro• idcd a 
peck 1n10 homes 1ha1 opera.le off 
1hc books. In the last su mon1hs 
of l<J<J7. the cnfor,cmcn1 1cam 
1n\Cstiga1ed 1!.7 1ips of unli­
censed homes Of those J2 humcs 
wl•rc found 10 be unlicensed. 
Twcnly·lhrcc were forced 10 close. 
The rcs1 1101 licensed or promised 
to try 

Broward now levies a line of 
sno for the firs• offense. $500 for 
Lhe second Shawn Lamar,he. 
rc\Ource dc11elopmenl 'oordina­
tor tor the ln.:cnsingoffilc.sa1d lhc 
tool is beginning IO work. 

"Yes'" she said on a rc,cnt 
;afternoon. cockma her arm m a 
tri11cr mo1ion .1flcr hanging up 
her offi'c phone. "We're cckbra1-
1n1 sm;all victories. One of the 
rinesJuSI came in." 

The shuuina down of unli· 
ccnscd fam1I" homes is appJ;i.udcd 
by many reformers .1nd licensed 
compctiLor\ sa~ !he ollcn-rislr.y 
opcr.uions blemish the 1ndus1ry·~ 
rcput.111011 Bui won·1 dosurcsjusl 
compound the e.ustina shonaac of 
pro~1dcrs.' 

"Who cares''" -;..a~s F1edclholtz. 
"W..:. can't just ha"c 111cc and 
~w.:c1 mothi:rs wi1h good 1ntcn-
11ons. buL who .. don't Ir.now to 
lay ;a child on its ba,k. don't know 
how to 1ntcr.,.cnc in a crisis. This 
is a hcahh profession." 

But 1hc Pompano Bca'h opera­
tor who lost her license saw the 
qucMion i.liffcrcnily After inspec­
tor\ lcf1 her home. she predicted 
neg:i11"e fallout from her payina 
customers. 

"These paren1s arc going to 
ha"c a. liL ... she said. "They're 1101 
going to w;i.n\ 10 leave.'" 

HOW TO COITACT US 
• TOC011MReftfonth1ssertes. 
address letters 10 Ready or Not? 
The M1am1 Herald. 1 Herald Plaia. 
M1am1. FL33132-1693, or emallus 
att..l~CDftl 

NUIU VAU.aONA I 119r9(1 Stan 

SINGLE MOM, ENTREPRENEUR: Frederica Burden, a city or Miami police officer, is opening a cenler that will be staffed around the clock. 

Child- care centers stretched thin 
9JBAUCETA'YlOR SEEMAN 
And KARL.A 8RUNER 
HeraldS1artwn1~ 

At All Angels Episcopal School. 
a child-care ccnter in Miami 
Sprm1s. opcra1or Debra Pcacock 
makes budget by being creative:. 

She holds 1wo JObs - principal 
and teacher To raise cash. she 
~lls luni:h on Fndays - a hu1 dog 
•nd lh1ps for S2 And once a vcar 
she 1n•1tcs1hc k1dsandthcir fam1 
lies to a schoolyard fund-r::mcr 

··Mrs Pc;ai:ock ends up 111 !he 
dunk tank." she ~id. "h's unc of 
our bigc~t moneymakers:· 

For pcoplt: m the 'hild-care 
business.an 111dus1rytha.1operatcs 
on lhl· 1hinncst of margins. cffons 
l1lr.c these :ire the ncl·cssmcs of 
suni.,.al. 

A typical center tha1 enrolls JO 
children m1gh1 employ luurtc;i.ch­
crs ;:ind ~Qucak by on a S 100.000 
hudjet But 1hc sm;i.11 numher~ 
dun·L mean thl· business 1s easy. 
Must ol thl· opcra1ors bcrnmc 
e•pl·n~ in th.: 1cchni4ul'S of 
SLnniping and borrowing Lo make 
end~ meet. 

Charlotte Hamilton-Cohen 
who has 'arcd lor children in her 
Furl L:iudcrdak home for I J 
~l·ars. said hl·r stress nscs when 
.:nr<Jllmcni l:igs. 

With si-' Ir.ids in her care. )he's 
"dmng rcalh well.'' said H:imil­
ton.Cohcn Four Ir.ids i:u1s i1 
"llosc.'· Two kids is ··.,.cry ten~ ... 

"With one. I gl't 10 paniLk1ng. · 
~he ~iJ. 

The bottom line. s.aid Susan 
Mucn(how. dirccior of the Flori· 
da') Children Forum. 1s the cco-

ABOUT THE SERIES 
•SUNDAY: A mllllon children 

under 5 are headed lor Florida's 
1Choota. Wiii fhey be ready 10 learn? 

• MONO.A Y· The lightning growth 
Ol l)rein connecllons In lhe early 
years. 

•TUESDAY. Navigating the tat­
terad h111a1th-car111 maz111. 

•WEDNESDAY: Quahty lime 
and quallty car a often elude lhe 
working poor 

• THUASD.A Y: The role of corpo­
rate investment in day cara. 

nom1..:. model of :i ch1ld·carc cen­
ter often doesn't work. 

In a compct1t1ve market, centers 
can only charge: so mu,h. Go11cm­
men1 suhs1d1es help some ccnicrs. 
bu! I hose rc1mburl-Cmcnu amount 
IO abou1 75 per,cnt of the marke1 
rate. To comply w11h stale man­
dates ccn1crs spcni.l about three 
quancrs of then budget on s1aff 

"We studied what 11 "'oulJ COS! 
if you paid schoolteacher wages 
and met national :ici:rcdi1;a1ion 
stand;i.rds for s1a.ff-.:hild r:itios." 
,aid Mucn,how "And "'i1h "'hat 
parents were pa)ing. i1 didn't 
Lompu1c. There wa\ a huge dcli­
i:1l." 

The a~cragc profit margin for 
child-care ccn1cr~ 1s about .1. 7 pcr­
.:cnl. t:ir lower than the lJ percent 
3.\L'r:ig.:: of mosl hUSlnC)SCS. 
:ic.:uri.l111g to a llJ9(l analysis hy 
prokssurs from the tJni•er~i11cs 
of('ulorado and (";aliforni;i,. 

Fm ~ome ccnLcrs panii:ularl\ 
lh11~c m poor nc1ghborhood5. 
.... h..:.rt: tu111on i:an only rise so 
high. quality (Ire is a long shot. 
Man~ ~cnL..:.rs just a.mi lo st;i.y 

"There 1s no capital budget that 
Lhl· Stille pro•ides." ~1d ,\niLa. 
Hu1:I.. d1rci:tor of the Miami-Dade 
11fli,·.: uf the Ot:panmcnt <Jf Chil­
dren :ind Fam1lic\. "There is no 
....ay '°Ii~ !he roof. rcplo:1ce th..:. .:ar 
petmg .. 

Hamilton-Cohen said she dis· 
uibut.::s 1liers in coin laundries. 
,tore~ and beaut" shops. To 
improve her center\ :ippear:inec. 
,h.: pu1 white ma.rbl..:. roch 111 :i 

1-J ~!:!1~~~~ ol The 
...:...=..:..:. Herald IMrletlO<I 
childhooddevelopmen1,day 
careandwha1Floridan .. d1to 
do1okeeppace. 

www.ti.,eld.com 

•FRIDAY: ThaMarch for Child 
care thal nourishes Iha mind. Plu5: 
a rip-and-... ve par91'1a· gulda to 
el!lltlylearnlng 

• TODAY: TIMI promlM or 
home-baaed day care. 

IMPROVING HOME-BASED CHILD CARE 

plan! bed 111 fronl of1hc house 10 
make 1he ho~c "stand out .. 

"[twas S7 a bag . .1nd I had c:vcn 
a b1L of stress spending that.'" she 
said 

The luckiest centers gel ou1s1de 
help - from a church or a busi­
ness or 1hrough grants. 

Peacock's All Angels (Cnt..:r gcis 
a),is1ance from neighboring All 
.... ngcls Episcopal C-hur(h. E\cn 
~o. the money is Light She ha~ 
learned 10 malo.c repair~ around 
Lh..:.ccntcr. 

··1 can r.~ a bicycle no ..... " she 
,.aid "I can plungc!hchcl!our ofJ 

'A lot of/the} parents 
are financially 
strapped. Dad doesn 't 
pay his child support 
- stuff like that. · 

DARLA.MARCH • 
d1rectorotday-carecenter 

1oik1. I ~uddcd the playgruund 
lll)>df." 

The same can be said of Karen 
t\ern. "'ho runs Lhc• Fami!) Ccn­
Ll'I. a nonprolit L't:nlL'r 1n Kendal! 
Sh~ spent a recent Sa1urd:iv alone 
Jt 1h.:len1cr,..,·ashinglarpci,. th.:n 
dragg111g1hl·m ou1s1dc IQ drv. 

Dula Mar.:h1s1hcnew.in.1crim 
director oi' the SouLh Miami 
M.:thuJi.1 Chnst1Jn Prl·sd'1ool 
JnJ Day Care Because of mJn­
:igc·mcn1 probl.::ms bclor.: sh..:. 

ilrri\cd. cnrollmcnL dropped lrom 
about 130 10 .'.!5. 

March is 1ry1ng IO rebuild the 
center - 1mpro•cm..:nh tu l·la)~· 
rooms and tt>c playground. J nev. 
l'urriculum. d rc•·a.mpcd le.: s1ruc· 
1ure. Church "olun1ecr~ ligurc 
promincn1J~ in the dfon 

··A !ot ol my parcm~ ;in· linan· 
c1:ill~ strapped. Dad ducsn't pa~ 
hi> .:hiJJ support - stuff like 
!ha!." March said. "Thl· r1rsL "'CC\.. 
I "'JS here. l "'·;i,s S~.000 shon 111 
pJ)rolJ. We mJ.di: payroll ti..:..:ausc 
!ht: church dunatcd mun.:> .. 

Frl·dc·rri:a Burdc•n. J ·,ii\ of 
\.11:.im• pol1.:..:. uffic.::r and ~;nglc 
nwther. ma~ he i:ounLcJ among 
th..:. most courageous nev.~·omcrs 
1<1thceh1ld-..:arcficld. 

Hl·r tacili1y. K1ddil· Kllp ( hild 
(:ire (enter. will open 111 nunh­
"'c>L Miami m earl\ '\pril In 
aUJiiion to 1hc normal tiu~inc~s 
\·umpt1r:i11on).l:lurdcnh;bin,11l·d 
Jnmh..:r· :!4-huur staffing 

l-..1ddic Kop l:iurdcn >:I•>. will 
bi: op1:n da~ :ind n1ghL - ·a plJ.:e 
for .:hdJrcn .::nrollcd ti' .:ops. 
nighL nurses and other ·parents 
,.,·ho work oil-hour>. 

She acknowledges the ltnJn.:•:il 
.:halleng..:. of around-the·L·lork 
U'erhcad. Bui :is a ~oung moihcr 
w11h I rcsh mcmor1.::s 01· ~carch1ng 
for i:hild care. she's b;i.nlr.ing on 
high di:ma.nd. 

··oo you know how manv umcs 
I h:ill 10 rush from a ml'L't1ng 
bci:au,c ~JO ,,..3, approaching and 
~"u h;i'c tu gt:! )Our ~id a• ft''" 
Burdt:n says. ··You end up dra1-
11n1r: Lhc I.id barl. IO 1h.: nlCl'ling 
That's ooL J hie lur a \..1U.'' 
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TheHerald'sF•c:f/1ntt1SOHe<1ng 
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• Less red tape for new homas Some local 
governmltt'lts require a .. cessove paperwork 
and e .. ~11s1va permits. 

•Consistent momloring Soma counties 
require licenses and inspections. Most juSI 
requira registra11on. with no inspections 

OVERSIQKT: 

Thare ara three tyl)91; of home care perm.ned 
in F1oride. Each •S subiect to a differenl level 
of oversight· 

r9Quired to have <Jny training. Vet. thase 
homes ara perm1ned to enroll stat .. subsi· 
dized ch1ldran. Through a voucher system. 
parants who qualify M low·incoma are reim· 
bursed 50 percent of a child's tuition. 

• Add1t1onal crackdoWf'I on ollegal providers. 
Unlicensed homes. which ara not inspected. 
can be dangerous 

• Widar racognit1on. E:w:perts say govarnment 
and communities hava yet to recogniza the 
potential for homn_ t.o provide quaflly care 

•More 1ra1ning for providers. Currently thf!f 
state calls for ooly a three-hour tra1mn9 
course and instruction 1n CPR befora opening 

FOR PROVIDERS TO LEARN MORE; 

The Handbook for Caregivers offers 11ps for 
family child-care operators. Topics include 
health and safety. m.nrition. playing and learn· 
ing, toys, communicaling with lam1lies and 
Iha businass ol lamily child care. Call Iha 
Florida Childran's Forum al 1 18811 352'"'45] 

FOR PARENTS TO LEARN MORE: 

The Florida Family Child Caira Homa 
Association will answlltf qu85!1ons about the 
tundamanrals of family home care - how 10 
judge quality, how to 1nterv1ew 1 provider. 
how ro spo1 problem• Call 191541511-1192. 

• UcenMd: In 10 Florida counlies. including 
M1ami·Dade and Broward. hcenses are 
required. Operalor9 are subject to 1nspect1ons 
on fire safety measuras. hygiene. first aid. 
bedding, amploy111111 background checks arid 
other basics. Statewide. there are "4.652 
licensed homes. 497 in M1arn1-0ade and 
Browarll. ··or:.-· 
• Revlstered: In the othar 57 counttes. 1nclud­
•ng Monroa. homes are registered. Operators 
must repon !he number of children ser...ed, 
submit plans lor a subst1tuta in case ol illness 
and lr.eap child 1mmuniza!lons currenl 

In a registered home. no ona v111rifi111S the 
information becausa they ara not inspected. 
There are about J.431 registared family 
homes •n Florida. 6-4 in Monroe. 

• Informal: Thne operations don't meet Iha 
legal definirion ol lam1ly child-care homes 
becauae the children they supervise come 
from I-er then two unrelated families An 
e.:ample: a woman who earn for one naigh· 
bor'schildre11 

These homH ara not required to register. gel 
a license or be inspected. Operarors are not 

It is unknown how manv of these opera11ons 
e1ust But rhere ara 2,948 informal family 
chlld·care hom11s 1hat care for subsido1ed chil­
dren. including 61 io Broward and 769 in 
Miam1·D1de and Monroe. 

WHATS LEGAL: 
By lagal definition. a familv child-care home is 
one lhl!l1 accepts payments !or enrolling chil· 
dren from two or more unrelated lam1hes 

Siza limits say opuators may c:.ar• for: 

A. lour infants (under tha ag& of 1! and no 
other children 

B. three infants. plus !hr•e children betw"8n 1 
and 13 

C. siK praschoolers (Children between 1 and 
51 

0. 10 ch11dr111n 1f no more thiin five ara 
preschoolers. and of thosa five. no more than 
two are infants 

Both licensed and registered homes muSI 
complv 


