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Heerrp C•rJ· And, flnally thtr1 11 th• Praaldent'a 1trld ' effo"' 1dvaG1tlng 

1mprav1a 1ccea1 to efford1bt1, qu1llty health oere. Prl clpt11 that guided the 

Praaldent In 18Q2 continue ta be 111f·1vldent. Yes, w made soma ml1tt1kll In 

11193. Vea, fl was probably too nmbltlou1. But talk a out laying polltlcql Gapltnl 

an the llne. Telle about paying a politic1I prlc1 - the P 11ldent and First Lady did 

Just that on h111tn care. What do we find ioday? 

-----"-
Tne number of uninsured Am1rloana h11 lnor111 d to greater than 40 ~: 

mlllion, • problem Republic•"'• aald wo1.1ld r11olv•~ltHI without hlllth aara reform. 

i' 

The Prssldant raconn1zert the n11d to mile• :Mod aar1 mure efflglant ana 

balance the budget at tha aeme time. but ht 1ou9t'lt to aohlev• those goals 

without encl1ngerlng th• quality of haa1tn aare to 'b1n1 lclarlaa. The problems that 

do eadat with Medl~Bre, the ft1publlc1n1 clllrn was no -existent In 1993. Today 

Aap1.1blioana claim that only r1dlc;1I ou11 In fundlng,and In services ( and, tl'\1r1fora, 

ln quality) wlll aave Medlc1r1 from bankruptay. W1 h v• learned that a measured 

~ : 

Wa.n't It tna lltepubllcano Just ovtr 1 at 111~ the Clinton• ware 

advocating 1ac1an11d medicine and that average Amer ans would OQt be aLlht tc 
~ 

enooaa their own doctors? AttW1~,e.v.---no~~fftlt!fO-C:114.ptOpltd~Oor p1opl1.1 111 

partv has then, and 

--- --.·-· ........ ···--·--·-• _.,. •••lll'WlllllllWM!IR "''-"" -nma ,,,,,,_uwreron! '" ,pBjl T•crf"" 
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W11n't It thd Aeoublloana who felt nGthlng 1tio d ch1n111n our health oara 

1v1tem while the Pr11ld1nt 1na Plr1t Lady were &Jromo Ing prevention. quality 

Improvement, "••ltt'I delivery 1v111m 1ttlcfenclei, and duelng paperwork as 

crltla11 compo"enta of their aginda. 

Tl'\e l'r•1laent end Firat Lady. both of them, d11 v1 the eredlt for 111lng th• 

problem anct putting It at tho top of th• n1tlon1l 191nd - rlaklng enormout 
. 

pollt1cal cepluu to trv ancJ 4o aomethlng about It. lom thing that wee tar fetror 

Lh1n what U1t1 RepubH01n1 are now propaalng. i 

Portunatety. 1om1 of what the Pre1ldant put fort In 1883 11, Indeed, 

aomlng to p11s. The pasaage of recent 1egl1l1tion~to Cl ar1nt11 that Insurers will 

c:ov1r fndlviduall who are llck or disabled end guar•nte insurance to tho11 who 

1ra ohQnying Job. Th11 Pr111aen1 has prcmotod 1pac1a1 I tl1,lv11 to protec:t QLJRllty 

"' uur health o•r• •Y•tem. Including our nurelng hames. 

mett\oda of coa1 efflglencviaadlnjto the low11t h11lth 

\ 1 1J)lyi'1~w\1n7 , 
C2ec1d11. ~ · 

nd advoo1t1d n1w 

oat lnfla1lon rat• ·lri' ' -· -

Al10 of great 1mpon1n~1 are the Ptas~tnt' a lnli11 ves In tne area of 

prevention. Wha~hur It 11 teen11;a smolltng.chlldhaod Im unlzatlon11 or braaat 

cancer, ,t'I• Pr.aeld1nt hll boan thert protecting Am1rlca •· 

And t11t1y. this Pra11oent has dr11wn t llne againat etraa1 from our · ·· 

guarantee of heaitn care for the most. vuln11abl1 In our 1 clety - our chlldren. our 

elderly, and our dl11b1ea. 11causa of tna llrealdent, Med car• and Medioakl 1xl1t 

,.,··, 
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. today 'ncJ will continue that gu1nmte1 of hlaltn tecuri weU lnta the next 

Cltoade. 
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this w11 not 1n ~national 1ntere1t, tbat the l\a.ropoan• 1hould 

oarry th• burden, and that Americana •ho~ld not be put at ri•k. 

lntorcinq tha pAac• a;reement in this deaply and bitterly divided 

area oarries lar~e riaks, ••peeially in an election year. 

However, not to provide ~eader•hip tor t.he paaea effort alao 

carriaa the IJ?'&&t ri•k eventually ot a wide~ war that will 

ult~m•teiy ~roil Aaariean t~oop•. Thua, althou;h a 1hort t•~ 

political calculation toCN&ed on r·a-•leation in. 199•, m.ight. wall 

ar;ua a9ainct •••iati1u1 cur NA.TO all~.•& in enf arcinq thia peace 

•i"•ement, th• freaidon~ felt that th• long tara inter•st of the 

ccuntry and luropa require4 our •\ron9·participation in this 

initiativo . 

.lqa in, a• he ha• done ao many times o,n other 4iff icul. t~ ,issue9, 

tho Preeidont put th• na~icnal interest above politioal 

expecUenc:y. 

10· Hl•ltb C1r11 Pinally, there ia. ,the President'• univaraal 

health ce..r• initiative. Y••r wa uct.s a lot or· m!at&kes. Ye•, it 

va1 ~robabl1 to~ ambitigus. But ta1k a~eu~ 1a1in9 political 

capi~al on th• lin•. ~•lk about pay~nq a politioal prioe - - th• 

Pre•ident A.Wl th• Fir•t Lady did ju~.t ~hat on health i:ai-e. Ancl 
~r\ ~ . ... . . . 

I, , •· 

vhat do'wa,tind today? Ths probleaa,,thc 'rasiden~ and th• First 

~~dy 14•ntified ~han, the Republigan• nov glaim th•Y 4i•eoverad. 

waan't. it a 1\cpuU.oan, juat over a ya1r ago,. who aaid there wam 
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no· health car• cri•e•? How tney claim tnat they are &avinq th• 

macU.aa:ra sys ta• frcia bankruptciy an4 claatru·i:tion. 

Wasn't it the Repu~licans Who aa14 ju1t over a year ago that tho 

Clinton• w•r• advocatin1 sooiaii1ed medicine and avar&;a .. 

. Amerioana wouldn't ~· &Ple to obooaa their doa~o~s? Aren't they 

nov puahinq old people, poor people, all pa~pla into HHO• and . 
mana;'acS garaT 

Th• President an4 th• Pirs~ Lady, both at them, 4eaerve tha 

oredit tor •••in; the problea, puttin; it at the top er the 

national a;anda and ri•kinq •noraou• 1olitioa1 oapi~al ~o try and 

do aoaathir\9 about it, eomathing tha~ vaa fare fairer than vbat 

th• ••P~lican• ara now propc•in~. 

An4 the President ha• now drawn a lin• a;a1nst ~·t~eat f~om our 

vuarantee ot health Gare tor th• ao1t!vu1narabl• in our sociaty -

- our ch11Gren, our ald•~ly and ow: dlaa~lad • ... '. 

Thia i• my top t•n liat of coura;aous; 4ec1a1ona. 
:;') 

aub•tituta Northam Ir•land, the ai44l• •••~ peaoa, hi• 
:_; ~ 

appc:>a~t!cn to California'• prapaaiticin l.B7 dw:ing 1994·, ~ 

anyironmant, na~ional carvice, tundinq of abortion sarvicea, .. 
I f •• 

1~•iilz'IXP rlete11a, to n•111Ei a few. All ,o,f vhiah aigh~ b'ave f11"•&t. 

po11~1cal risk• or ~ay hava seamed tp at the ti=• he had to ta.Jc• 

a poaitlon. : .. 
·-.:1 
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Let me tell you a story. Ten years ago, I met a woman from Little Rock named Lillie 
Harden who we had helped move from welfare to work. She told me, "The best thing about 
being off welfare is when my boy goes to school and they ask, 'What does your Momma do for a 
living?' he can give an answer." Today, Lillie Harden works in a grocery store. Her [son] is a 
physical therapist. Her daughter is an engineering student. And the boy she spoke about -- he 
goes to college. That is what work can do for every American family. 

All of this progress will only <·ome if we contiuuc with our strategy for a growing 
economy. So our third goal for thl~ Ye:fr 2000 is to make America a land where anybody 
who works hard c:rn get ahe:\d. 

. 
We have an economic growth stra:(egy. It starts by strengthening the fouRdations of the 

~./ 

free enterprise system. We have an economic and mor-al imperative to balance the budget, to not 
carry our debts over into the next century, to lift the burden of debt from our children. Balancing 
the budget would permanently lower interest rates, liberate capital, and open doors of opportunity 
to millions of Americans 

In the last four years, we have cul the deficit by more than half Today, the government is 
its smallest size since 196) Now v.ie must finish the job. My balanced budget plan honors our 
values. It strengthens the education of our children. It protects the ea11h that God gave us. And 
it upholds America's guarantee of quality health care for poor children, people with disabilities, 
people with AIDS, and elderly Americans 

And let me make one more thi1ig clear. l lrnve not before, nor will I ever, allow Congress 
to use the threat of government shutdown to blackmail the American people into accepting 
devastating cuts in Medicare .. or Medicaid . . or educa1io11 ... or the environment. 

It is my duty as President to protects the values and interests of the American people. So 
if they send their plan to me again, I will veto it again, and again, and again. 

And we must give every American the ability to reap the rewards of our resurgent 
economy. 

---. 
We should press on with our mission of giving Americans access to affordable, quality · -

health care Tonight I prorose rhe next steps 

First, we should extend up to (i months of' health insurance to all those who are 
temporarily unemployed If you lose your job, an illness at the wrong time should not wipe out 
your life's savings 

Second, we rnust rnakl' sure th;1t the r;1pid spre;1d o!' HMOs docs not squeeze the quality 



of health care for millions of Americans. Today, too many HM Os gag their doctors from even 
telling patients their real options. Patients have a right to know they are getting the right 
treatment, not just the cheapest. LJo~ .. ~ <-t_J ~-"9c.>/' 

Third, I want to let you in on a little secret in Washington. Presi~embers of ~ 
Congress, public servants all get to buy into the same quality and inexpensive health insurance 
plan. Yet too often the taxpayers who pay our way can't get the same deal. We should open up 
the doors to small business. We should pass a law that says to the insurance companies: if you 
want to sell health insurance to the federal government, you have to give a break to the American 
people as well. 

And we should make sure that working families not only have health care but retirement 
security as well. Some in Congress want to make it easier for big corporations to raid the 
pensions of their employees -- just like the 1980s. I stopped them cold. To our parents who have 
worked hard for a lifetime, we say, rest easy: It's your money; you've earned it; we will protect it. 

But the core of my plan for economic growth can be summed up in one word: education. 

We must give our children the best public education on ea11h. We shouldn't abandon the 
public school system -- we should save it 

By the Year 2000, every student should have to pass a rigorous test for a promotion or 
graduation, and tonight I propose that federal aid be cut off to schools that refuse to do it. 

We should rew;ird te;ichers when they do ;1 good job, (ind remove those who don't. The 
process should be fair But all Americans agree -- teachers who don't measure up don't belong in 
the classroom 

Parents should be given the right In choose which public school their children will attend. 
And together with teachers, they should be able to form new charter schools that will stay open 
only if they do a good job 

And we cannot ask our children to learn in a landscape of peeling paint and broken glass. 
Before this century is out, we should i11cr1::1se school construction by at least 2S%. Our teachers 
should not be asked lo build strong lives on crumbling foundations 

And we know that the world or co111puters is transfrmning the way we learn. When this 
convention gathered four years ago, there was no such thing as a "web page" on the internet. 
Today, even my cat has one' 

Let's put the future at our children's fingertips by connecting every classroom and library 
in America to the information superhighway by the Year 2000 

7 
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Temporarily Unemployed Program 
Distribution of Participants and Costs: By 1ncome Quintile, 1997 

{Participants in millions, dollars in billions) 

art c1pants 
Percent of Parlicipants 

Costs 
Percent of Costs 

0.2 
5.5% 

0.2 
11.1% 

23.4% 

0.6 
36.4% 

Participants and costs are for a full, calandaf year 1997. 

Quintiles based on monlhly cash income. 

Annualiz.ed quintiles (1996$): 

1st qt1intile: $0-$8224 

2nd quintile: $8250-$17374 

3rd quillule: $17375-S:ID541 

4th quintile; $30542-$49955 

5ttl quintile: $49957 + 

.1 
36.7% 

0.6 
34.1% 

0. 
23.7% 

0.3 
13.7% 

10.6% 

0.1 
4.7% 

~ ......... ------------~-

100% 

1.8 
100% 

as~ 1 mat-ea. «?o.J· 
3 m \ \\jov.__ ~~lL 
would ~f,\- t<a~ 
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