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helpies that guided the

made some mistakes in
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on the line. Telk about paying a political price = the P(esidant and First Lady did

Just that on heaith care. What do we find today?

The number of uninsured Amaricans has Inareaspd 10 greater than 40

- million, 8 problem Republicans said would resolve:itself

The President racafinized the need to make Med
balance the budget at the same time. but he sought to
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Wasn g ho
agn't It thy Republicans who felt nothing shoujd change in our hagith
| th cara
system while the Prasidant and First Lady were promofing preventio |
n, quality
impravement, health delivery sysiem efficlencies, and fadueing
o ' l paperwork as
critioal components of their agenda. ' |
The P i
resident and First Ledy. both of them, deserva the credit for seaing th
| 8
ro i
problem and putting It at the top of tha national sgendq - risking enorm
ous
ltical ¢ '
political capital t6 wy and da something about it. Semqthing that was far ¢
ar fairer
than what the Republicans are now proposing.
Portunately, soma of what the Presidant put forth in 1983 13, indeed

eeming to
g to pass. The passage af racent legisiation to gyarantas that Ingurars will

cover Individuais who are 8ick or disabled and guaranteg insurance to thos
| e who
ara ohanyi
ohanying job. Thy President has promoted spadial injtiatives to protect quality
in our haglth gure syatem, including our nuraing hamas, pnd advogated I
, naw
mathod ‘ |
s of cost efficlency, leadingito the lowest health fcost Infiation rate iri= "~
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Also of great importance are the President’s Initiayves in ths srea of
pravention. Whether It Is teenage smoking,chlidhodd immunizations, or breest
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cancer, the President has hean thers pratecting Amaricags

And lastly, this President has drawn & line againat retreat fromour -~

guarantes of haalth cere for the mast vulnerable in our saclety - oyr children, ou
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earry the burden, and that americans should not be put at risk.

Enforcing the paanca nqrﬁenent in this desply and bisterly divided
area carries large risks, olpocia;ly in an elaction yesar.
Hovever, not to provide leadership for the peace effort also
carrias the great risk eventually of a vider war éhat vill
ultimately ambroil American troops. Thus, altheugh a short term
‘pelitical salculation focused on :E-oloegicn in 1996, nmight wall
argue againct assisting our NATO allies in enforcing this peace
agrsenent, the Presidont felt éhat the long tarm intarast of the
. country and Burops required eur streng participation in th1§
initiative.
t
Again, as he has done 8¢ pany times on ether &ifficult issues,
tho President put the national interest above political
expedlency. P sb%[ C:q &asf‘k
by
10. Haalth Qare: PFinally, thare i-ithe President’s univereal
health cars initiative. Yes, ve made a lot of mistakes. Yes, it
was probably tee ambitiocus. But talk abeut laying peolitical
capital on the lina, Talk about pay;nq_l political prics - - the
President and the Fizst lady did jug? that on health care. And
vhat dé;bqitind today? The p:ebloan;thc Pzasid;nt and tha zirq;
Lody identified then, the nepublicnqp now claim they disecovered.

Wasn’t it a Republican, just ovar a ysar ago, who said there vas
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no health cara crises? Nov they clat that they are saving the

zedicare system freom bankrupteoy and'a‘struétlon.

~Wasn‘’t it the Republicans who sald just ovar a year ago that the
Clintons wers advocating socialised medicine and avarage

. Americans wouldn’t bs abla to choese tbeir doators? Aren’t they
nov pushing old peopls, poor pnoplc, qll pecple into HMOs and
nanaghd care?

| -

The President and the Pirst Lady, both of them, deserve the
credit for sesing the preblem, putting it at the top of ehe
national aganda and risking enormous ;olitioal capital o try and
do somathing about it, sormathing that was fare fairer then what

the Republicans are now proposing.

And the President has now drawvn a line against retreat from our
guarantees of health care for the mest: vulnerabls in our sociaety -

- our bhildreu. our elderly and our Q}sablid.

-—

This is8 ny top ten list of couraqeous decisiens. Oth!!linignt
‘subgtitute Northern Irsland, the aiddlo oast peads, his
oppositien to California‘s propolitiqn 187 Auring 1994, the .
gnxlzgﬁm;ns, national carvice, !undiﬁq of abortion sarvices,
ﬁliiiiniiata'u, to nams a few. All §g which might have great
political risks or may havs seemad to at the tize he hﬁd to take
a poaitien.
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" earning a paycheck.

Let me tell you a story. Ten years ago, | met a woman from Little Rock named Lillie
Harden who we had helped move from welfare to work. She told me, “The best thing about
being off welfare is when my boy goes to school and they ask, ‘What does your Momma do for a
living?” he can give an answer.” Today, Lillie Harden works in a grocery store. Her [son] is a
physical therapist. Her daughter is an engineering student. And the boy she spoke about -- he
goes to college. That is what work can do for every American family.

All of this progress will only come if we continue with our strategy for a growing
economy. So our third goal for the Yéar 2000 is to make America a land where anybody
who works hard can get ahead.

We have an economic growth strategy. It starts by strengthening the foundations of the
free enterprise system. We have an economic and moral imperative to balance the budget, to not
carry our debts over into the next century, to lift the burden of debt from our children. Balancing
the budget would permanently lower interest rates, liberate capital, and open doors of opportunity
to millions of Americans.

In the last four years, we have cut the deficit by more than half. Today, the government is
its smallest size since 1965 Now we must finish the job. My balanced budget plan honors our
values. It strengthens the education of our children. It protects the earth that God gave us. And
it upholds America’s guarantee of quality health care for poor children, people with disabilities,
people with AIDS, and elderly Americans.

And let me make one more thing clear: 1 have not before, nor will I ever, allow Congress
to use the threat of government shutdown to blackmail the American people into accepting
devastating cuts in Medicare .. or Medicard ... or education .. . or the environment.

[t 1s my duty as President to protects the values and interests of the American people. So
if they send their plan to me again, I will veto it again, and again, and again.

And we must give every American the ability to reap the rewards of our resurgent
economy.

We should press on with our mission of giving Americans access to affordable, quality

health care. Tonight I propose the next steps.
First, we should extend up to 6 months of health insurance to all those who are
temporarily unemployed I you lose vour job, an illness at the wrong time should not wipe out

your life’s savings.

Second, we must make sure that the rapid spread of HMOs does not squeeze the quality

O




of health care for millions of Americans. Today, too many HMOs gag their doctors from even
telling patients their real options. Patients have a right to know they are getting the right

treatment, not just the cheapest. wﬁ m " W L(B m L\.ur

51‘(

Third, I want to let you in on a little secret in Washington. Presidents, Members of —_—
Congress, public servants all get to buy into the same quality and inexpensive health insurance
plan. Yet too often the taxpayers who pay our way can’t get the same deal. We should open up
the doors to small business. We should pass a law that says to the insurance companies: if you
want to sell health insurance to the federal government, you have to give a break to the American
people as well.

And we should make sure that working families not only have health care but retirement
security as well. Some in Congress want to make it easier for big corporations to raid the
pensions of their employees -- just like the 1980s. 1 stopped them cold. To our parents who have
worked hard for a lifetime, we say, rest ﬁsy It’s your money; you’ve earned it; we will protect it.

But the core of my plan for economic growth can be summed up in one word: education.

We must give our children the best public education on earth. We shouldn’t abandon the
public school system -- we should save it

By the Year 2000, every student should have to pass a rigorous test for a promotion or
graduation, and tomght 1 propose that federal aid be cut off to schools that refuse to do it.

We should reward teachers when they do a good job, and remove those who don’t. The
process should be farr  But all Americans agree -- teachers who don’t measure up don’t belong in
the classroom.

Parents should be given the rnight to choose which public school their children will attend.
And together with teachers, they should be able to form new charter schools that will stay open
only if they do a good job.

And we cannot ask our children to learn in a landscape of peeling paint and broken glass.
Before this century is out, we should increase school construction by at least 25%. Our teachers
should not be asked to build strong lives on crumbling foundations.

And we know that the world of computers is transforming the way we learn. When this
convention gathered four years ago, there was no such thing as a “web page” on the internet.
Today, even my cat has one!

Let’s put the future at our children’s fingertips by connecting every classroom and library
in America to the information superhighway by the Year 2000.
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Temporarily Unemployed Program

Distribution of Participants and Costs: By Income Quintile, 1937
{Participants in millions, dolfars in billions)

Quintile T Quindile uintile uinfile wntile
articipants 0.2 0.7 1 0.7 03 3.0 '
Percent of Participarnis 55% 23.4% 367% 23.7% 106% 100%
Costs 0.2 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.1 1.8
11.1% 36.4% 341% 13.7% 4.7% 100%

Percent or Cosls

Panticipants and costs are for a full, calandar year 1957,
Quintiles based on monihly cash income.
Annualized quintites (19963}

1st quintite: 30-58224

2nd quintile: $8250-§17374

3rd quintile: $317375-530541

Ath quintile: §30542-349956

5th quintile: $43957 +
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