
THE WHITE H.OUSE 

August 3, 1994 

The Honorable Gary Ackerman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ackerman: 

I am sorry that my remarks about the 
Federal Employees Health Benefits Program 
were interpreted as an attack on Congress. 
I meant only to suggest that all federal 
employees, including Members of Congress 
and the President, have private health 
insurance that is provided through shared 
responsibility between the government and 
its employees. The President wants to 
guarantee to all Americans the health 
security that federal employees have 
today. 

As in the Federal Employees Health. 
Benefits Program, the President supports 
shared responsibility for health care 
costs between employers and employees. 
Nine out of ten Americans with private 
health insurance get it through their 
employer, and reform should build on this 
American tradition. And as in the Federal 
Employees Health Benefits Program, the 
President supports choice of doctors and 
health plans for all Americans. Under the 
President's proposal, all Americans would 
choose among a number of health plans, 
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including at least one fee-for-service 
plan that allows individuals to see any 
doctor they choose. 

Thank you for giving me the oppor­
tunity to correct this misconception. I 
look forward to continuing to work with 
you in the coming weeks. · 

Sincerely yours, 

I JI\ Hilla~dham Clinton 
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Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

July 14, 1994 
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I too, was dismayed by your attack on Congress during the 
Health care debate. 

As one who has been a cosponsor of President Clinton's bill, 
and as the former Chairman of the Compensation and Employment 
Benefits Subcommittee and the author of the bill to reform the 
Federal Employees Health Benefits Program, I would be remiss if I 
did not tell you that your statement did much damage to the 
strategy of bringing those of us who have supported other bills 
into the fold. 

I am enclosing the Roll Call Editorial on this matter. 

As one who has worked very hard to sell the America people 
on "our plan" I must tell you that the strategy was wrong, and 
the statement more than misleading. 

I would be more than willing to discuss this further and 
advance some thoughts that might be very helpful. 

GLA/nh 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

h2:· ~~ .... ,."" G L. ACKERMAN 
M mber of Congress 
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Hillary. S .Clieap ·. Sh~t ,,t::.W 
. Taking a leaf from Rosli"l~linbaugb's eongress~g-~ First Udy.: . ·itb.mi&s . .. _ ,- ... -'. __ ,_., .. . 
Hillary Rodham Clinton has enraged Mem~ of both paniesby suggesting cralll~'"·~~ . 
thal Congress is giving itself a perlt. With its own health CO-. ,In p!<>ll1<>l- . ::9 

-ing the Administration's h~th -~-~Mrs~ Clinton has rq>eatedl! . aod •. : -· {. 
called on Congress "o give all A~ericans the same guaranteed heal~ lnsur- I can Onli' ··· · ~·: ~. · 
an~e that you ha;r'e." But ~e·~ be~~~oneat ~two coun~. . doesn'tspeoef~-

Pttst. Mrs. Cbnton conveniently avoids the fact that the health lllSunmce tisan R.epublicao · -
plan available to Members .is no better than the Olle available to 2.4 million doubt~ u:ia~ ~ifb1 
other fcdc.ral employees - including the PreSident and the Fitst µidy. And Bill Clintoo m aD)'~' 
the plan, the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP), requires audlcaoc response wOuld t 
employees lo f.oot an average of~ percent of their· own premiums, making it. 
less generous than plans available to workers of most large private corpora-
tions, which pay HXfpercent of all premiums. -
· Second, while we're not in the business of judging what Congress should 
do this year about health reform, we would point out that in one respect. the 
PEHBP is more attractive than Mts. Clinton's own proposal. Nationwide, · 
FEHBP offers federal employees a choice of about 300 different health -
insunsnce plans. whereas the Clinton plan guarantees a choice of only three. 
Federal employees will lose their breadth of choice if the Clinton plan is 

- enacted. If Mri. Clintoo were truly interested in.giving all Americans the 
same insurance that Congress has, she would favol' one of several bills to 
allow employers and ordinary citizens to buy into the federal plan. 

But perhaps more important. and more outmgeous, is Mrs. Clinton's cheap 
shot at the institution. Congress gcis attacked ftom enough quanm - some­
times legitimately, often baselessly - for giving itself benefits superior to 
those available to other Americans. Usually, che bashing comes from the same · 
talk-show hosts who- specialize in vilifying the Cliotons. So, it ill behooves · 
·top officials of the Administration tojojn in falsely blasting Congress. It's not 
ver:y smart, either. As Roll Call reported MoDday, Mrs. Clinton's tactics ticked 
off members of the Senate Finance Commiuce., one of the most important 
panels dctennining the fate of health care. The committee chairman, Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-NY), deputi%Cd himself to tell the White House 
to.tum off the static; We hope the message gonhrough. 
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With this issue. Roll Call enters its 40th yeaf. In June-19SS. Sid Yudain. 

then a young press secretary, smartly realized Congress needed its own news- . 
paper devoted entirely to news of the Hill. And since then, that's exactly what· 
we've tried to accomplish. We've .changed owners, mcfeased our frequency, 
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and grown mightily in size and scope. But we've n~ver ttrayed far~ ~~~'.f . . 
odginal idea. Our ac~ 40th bi~day, ~ courie,-~ . t.J~~:~~;~;f.~~ ~ · 
declared 1995 our ann1ve:i ~year. We're buSY plannin2 all Jdrids·Of wan to -· · 


