THE WHITE HOUSE

August 3, 1994

The Honorable Gary.Ackerman
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Ackerman:

I am sorry that my remarks about the
Federal Employees Health Benefits Program
were interpreted as an attack on Congress.
I meant only to suggest that all federal
employees, including Members of Congress
and the President, have private health
insurance that is provided through shared
responsibility between the government and
its employees. The President wants to
guarantee to all Americans the health
security that federal employees have
today.

As in the Federal Employees Health.
Benefits Program, the President supports
shared responsibility for health care
costs between employers and employees.
Nine out of ten Americans with private
health insurance get it through their
employer, and reform should build on this
American tradition. And as in the Federal
'Employees Health Benefits Program, the
President supports choice of doctors and
health plans for all Americans. Under the
President’s proposal, all Americans would
choose among a number of health plans,
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including at least one fee-for-service
plan that allows individuals to see any
~ doctor they choose.

Thank you for giving me the oppor-
tunity to correct this misconception. I
look forward to continuing to work with
you in the coming weeks.

Sincerely yours,

8]

Hillary Rdqdham Clinton
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July 14, 1994

PAM o' 27 1994
Mrs. Hillary Clinton
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

I too, was dismayed by your attack on Congress during the
' Health Care debate.

As one who has been a cosponsor of President Clinton’s bill,
and as the former Chairman of the Compensation ahd Employment
Benefits Subcommittee and the author of the bill to reform the
Federal Employees Health Benefits Program, I would be remiss if I
~did not tell you that your statement did much damage to the

strateqgy of bringing those of us who have supported other bills
into the fold.

I am enclosing the Roll Call Editorial on this matter.
As one who has worked very hard to sell the America people_

on "our plan" I must tell you that the strategy was wrong, and
the statement more than misleading.

I would be more than Villing to discuss this further and
advance some thoughts that might be very helpful.

Sincefely,

gz;?’ ACKERMAN
Member of Congress

GLA/nh
Enclosure
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Hlllary S Cheapﬁ Shot '

' 'Taking a leaf from Rush Limbaugh’s Congréss-bashing book, Fustlady
Hillary Rodham Clinton has enraged Members of both parties by suggesting
that Congress is giving itself a perk with its own health coverage. In promot- .

-ing the Administration’s health care  proposals Mrs, Clinton has repeatedly

called on Congress “to give all Americans the same guaranteed lmlth insur- -

" ance that you have.” But she's bemg dishonest on two counts.

“First, Ms. Clinton conveniently avoids the fact that the health insurence
plan available to Members is no better than the one available to 2.4 million
other federal employees — including the President and the First Lady. And

the plan, the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP), requires

empioyees to foot an average of 28 percent of théir own premiums, making it
less generous than plans available to workers of most large private corpora-

tions, which pay 100 Jpercent of all premiums.

times legitimately, often baselessly — for giving itself benefits superior to

those available to other Amesicans. Usually, the bashing comes from the same

talk-show hosts who specialize in vilifying the Clintons. So, it ill behooves
‘top officials of the Administration to join in falsely blasting Congress. It's not
very smart, either. As Roll Call reported Monday, Mrs. Clinton’s tactics ticked
off members of the Senate Finance Committee, one of the most important
panels determining the fate of heaith care. The committee chairman, Sen.

* Denijel Patrick Moynihan (D-NY), deputizéd himself to tell the White House

to turn off the static. We hope the message got through.

Volume 40, No. 1

With this issue. Roll Call enters its 40th year. In June 1955, Sid Yudam.
then a young press secretary, smartly realized Congras needed its own news- .

paper devoted entirely to news of the Hill. And since then, that’s exactly what'

we’ve tried to accomphsh We've changed owners, increased our frequency,
and grown mightily in size and scope. But we’ve never strayed far from Si
original idea. Our actual 40th bmhday. of course, comes  tJun

de_clared 1995 our anniver 7 year. We're busy planning all Kinds of
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Second, whilc we're not in the business of judging what Congress should Compliance ¢
do this year about health reform, we would point out that in one respect. the | To the Editor:
FEHBP is more attractive than Mrs. Clinton’s own proposal. Nationwide, We read with interest:
FEHBP offers federal employees a choice of about 300 different health ~ | by NormanJ. Omstein (* -
insurance plans, whereas the Clinton plan guarantees a choice of only three. Q%:“m 2172'&‘ w0 take
Federal employees will lose their breadth of choice if the Clinton plan is ﬁntbOmuh & remarks rc

- enacted. If Mrs. Clinton were truly interested in giving all Americans the sional coverage regardin

same insurance that Congress has, she would favor one of several bills to opponeats of the states g
allow employers and ordinary citizens to buy into the federal plan. Congress, xather than

But perhaps more important, and more outrageous, is Mrs. Clinton’s cheap , -
shot at the institution. Congress gets attacked from enough quarters -— some- o




