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Gore urges steps against deadbeat dads

By Ann Scales, Globe Staff, 10/21/99

ASHINGTON - Al Gore, decrying the steep rate of child poverty
in homes without a father, yesterday proposed steps designed to
crack down on deadbeat dads.

"It's time for fathers to accept their responsibility for their children,"
Gore said in a visit to Congress Heights Methodist Church, in the
impoverished Anacostia neighborhood of Washington.

Gore proposed requiring states, as a condition for receiving federal
child-support funds, to force noncustodial parents to go to work and
pay child support. Those who don't pay would go to jail.

Standing in front of a semicircle of men who are involved in their
children's lives and a mother of two whose former boyfriend is not,
Gore said, "There are too many absent fathers in our society today.
There are too many mothers who are struggling because their partners
are not helping them as they should."

The vice president announced his proposal to reduce child poverty a
day before his rival for the Democratic presidential nomination, Bill
Bradley, is scheduled to make a long-planned policy speech on the
subject, this morning at Concord Baptist Church in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Bradley's aides were guarding closely the content of his speech, but a
spokesman for the former New Jersey senator said, "A primary focus
will be helping poor people get more money in their pockets to help
their children."

Eric Hauser, the Bradley spokesman, said: "Poverty, to Bradley's mind,
is a national moral challenge, and we need a level of effort to take it on
that's equal to the significance of the problem."

Bradley, who has made eradicating child poverty a signature issue in
his campaign, often captivates his audiences with an anecdote about a
child who goes to school hungry one morning because her family is
poor and it wasn't her turn to eat.

A Gore adviser said the vice president has been working for months on
his child-poverty plan and that the announcement a day before
Bradley's speech was "an accident of timing."

But Hauser doesn't buy that. "It's pretty clear that he's trying to jump
the gun on us. This was sort of quickly put together," Hauser said.
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HEADLINE: GORE OFFERS ULTIMATUM TO 'DEADBEAT' DADS;
CAMPAIGN: VICE PRESIDENT SAYS HE'D REQUIRE DELINQUENT DADS TO WORK AND PAY UP OR
GO TO JAIL, AND 'CHALLENGE' CREDIT CARD FIRMS TO DENY THEM MORE PRIVILEGES.
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Vice President Al Gore on Wednesday unveiled his vision of "the next
generation of welfare reform," saying that he would require "deadbeat" dads to
go to work and pay up or go to jail.

Gore said he would go so far as to "challenge" credit card companies to deny
new cards or additional lines of credit to delinquent fathers.

"Promoting responsible fatherhood is the critical next phase of welfare
reform and one of the most important things we can do to reduce child poverty,"
Gore said.

The vice president's anti-poverty agenda relies on a combination of
incentives and enforcement, offering not only work requirements but also career
counseling, job training and simple friendship.

"Yes, there are lots of deadbeat dads. There also are many dead-broke dads,"
he told a supportive audience in a Washington church.

Core's proposals came just one day before former New Jersey Sen. Bill
Bradley, his only rival for the Democratic presidential nomination, 1is to
deliver his proposal on child poverty.

But in an interview, the vice president denied that he is trying to upstage
Bradley. "I've worked on this issue for nine years. The timing of a speech by
others may be related to the campaign; the timing of my initiative is related to
a nearly decade-long involvement in this area," he said.

Gore said he is focusing on ways to increase fathers' involvement in
parenting because studies show that children living without fathers are five

times more likely to be poor than children living with both parents.

By targeting "deadbeat" dads, Gore's agenda is likely to appeal especially to
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women--a crucial base of support to Gore.

The vice president's aides pointed out that his proposal cracks down on
ndeadbeat" dads in the same way that welfare reform cut off aid to women whio o
not find jobs after two years.

As a condition of receiving federal child support funds, Gore said states
should require a go-to-work policy. He did not offer more details, nor did he
estimate a cost for the plan. This approach is based on a 3-year-old program 1in
Tampa, Fla., that requires noncustodial parents who are not making child support
payments to enroll in an assistance program that places them in jobs. If they do
not go to work--and pay up--they can be jailed.

So far the program has resulted in child support payments to 4,600 children
who would not otherwise have received them, according to officials at the Gulf
Coast Jewish Family Services Inc., which administers the Tampa-area program.

Gore said he also would require fathers to sign "personal responsibility
contracts" that acknowledge paternity and pledge to pay child support as a
condition of receiving help from the welfare-to-work program.

When the vice president noted that most women already are required to sign
such a pledge, many women in the audience of about 100 shouted out their
approval and broke into applause.

"I want to lead the next generation of welfare reform that will ask fathers
to step up to their responsibility," Gore said.

To help credit card companies meet his "challenge" of denying del inquent
parents new credit cards and lines of credit, Gore would have the federal
government provide "timely data" on them directly to credit bureaus, rather than

relying on state reporting.

The vice president's program also includes grants to community and
faith-based organizations that teach parenting and marital skills.

The vice president touted his anti-poverty agenda during an hourlong

discussion with about a dozen parents, their children and social workers at the
Congress Heights United Methodist Church.

Times political writer Ronald Brownstein contributed to this story.
LANGUAGE: English
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Gore to dads: Step up to responsibility

Outlines his agenda
a day before Bradley

By Douglas Kiker
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Vice President
Gore urged (athers Wednesday to
“step up lo their responsibilities™ and

chﬂﬂwppoﬂorﬂsklosinswel—
l’nreben:ﬁl:wdamm
it ratings. The Democratic
dentinl candidale said he would seek
to expand wellare programs to help
fathers find and keep work If they
are unable to pay child support

“Too many children are living
without he influence of their fa-
ihers,” Gore sald al Congress Heights
United Methodisl Church. “There are
too many mothers who are struggling
because of fathers who will not step
uplo their responsibilities.” Children

and molhers are not the only ones
who can benefit from Increased pat-
emnal involvement, he said. “Qutside
of a genuine religious experience,
there is hardly anything (hal is more
transforming in the life of a man than
gelling involved with his children,”
Gore said. “It can change his life.”

Gore laid oul his “responsible fa-
therhood™ package one day before
Bill Bradley, his Democratic presi-
dential rival, is to unveil his plan to
eradicale child poverty. Bradley
speaks today in New York

Gore proposed giving federal
child-support funds only to states that
require all noncusindial parents —
mainly fathers — who owe child sup-
ponwucajobmdpqrup or else go
10 jail. If elected president, Gore said,
he will also require fathers to sign
"personal responsibility contracts™ o

gel aid from (he Weifare-lo-Work pro-

%
z

those fathers find and keep jobs.
Gore also offered measures to
help ensure children grow up in two-
parenl homes, including new grants
lo community and to
"help couples prepare for and
strengthen (heir marriage.”

The vice president is making a
habit of pre-empting Bradley's
speeches. Days before Bradley un-
veiled a plan last month to provide
near-universal health insurance,
Gore unveiled his alternative.

“This certainly suggests thal the
vice president agrees with our agen-
dn.” Bradiey spokesman Eric Hauser

_said. “But in the end, the depth and

significance of our proposals to solve
hlgprob!cms Is rug'mm than his.”

Gore spokesman Chris Lehane
fired back with a reference lo Brad-
ley's vote in the Senate in favor of
Presiden! Reagan's spending culs in
1981, “Al Gore's interes( and commil-
ment lo strengthening families dates
back long before he became in-
fterested in running for president,
back to 1981 when he stayed and
fought against the Reagan budget
cuts thal devastated programs for
warking families and the poor,” Le-
hane said.
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Vice President Al Gore urged fathers Wednesday to "step up to thel:
responsibilities" and pay child support or risk losing welfare benefits or

damaging their credit ratings.

If fathers are unable to pay, the Democratic presidential candidate said he
would seek to expand welfare programs to help them find and keep work.

"Way too many children are living without the influence of their fathers,"
Gore said at Washington's Congress Heights United Methodist Church. "There are
too many mothers who are struggling because of fathers who will not step up to
their responsibilities."

Children and mothers are not the only ones who can benefit from in0:ed
paternal involvement, he said.

"Ooutside of a genuine religious experience, there 1s hardly anything that 1s
more transforming in the life of a man than getting involved with his children,
CGore said. "It can change his life."

As CGore laid out his "responsible fatherhood" package, Sen Hill Hraay
Democratic presidential rival, was preparing to travel to New Yorx Loda.
unveil what his spokesman called "a comprehensive package Lo make 4 maiot
against child poverty."

Gore proposed giving federal child-support funds only to states that reguire
all noncustodial parents --- mainly fathers --- who owe child support to get a
job and pay up, or go to jail.

I1f elected president, Gore said he also would require fathers to sign "
personal responsibility contracts," in which they would acknowledge paternity
and pledge to work to pay child support as a condition of getting aid from the
Welfare to Work program.
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Under Gore's plan, the government would provide credit card companies with
data on "deadbeat dads" who have not paid child support and urge lenders to
deny them new credit cards or lines of credit.

Gore also referred to another group he called "dead broke dads" --- those who
don't pay because they can't afford to. His plan would broaden regulations
allowing states to use federal welfare money to help such fathers find and keep
jobs.

"I want to lead the next generation of welfare reform that will ask fathers
to step up to their responsibility," Gore said.

Gore also offered measures to help make sure children grow up 1in two-pareft
homes. These included grants to community and religious groups to "help couples
prepare for and strengthen their marriage, become better parents and reduce
domestic violence."

GRAPHIC: Photo
After unveiling new plans to stabilize families, Vice President Al Gore greets

Malik Thomas (left), his wife, Kenya, and their 2-year-old daughter Meika. /
DENNIS COOK / Associated Press

LOAD-DATE: October 21, 1999
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Going Out
 Market Place | By KEVIN LANDRIGAN, Telegraph Staff
AL | Vice President Al Gore said Wednesday that he would offer a combination of "tough
ECIITENTE R and a helping hand to absent fathers who owe child support.
0 - ' :
s The Democratic presidential candidate spoke at a Washington church and then outline
£ proposals for addressing child poverty during a telephone news conference with New
Schools Hampshire journalists.

Search

The most controversial feature would be to challenge credit card companies to deny n
or additional lines of credit to non-custodial parents who owe child support.

"Either make the payments or leave home without it,”’ Gore said, taking off on a telev
commercial of a major credit card company.

"This is a tough love approach that is not only justified but very good for families.”’

Gore’s speech and comments come a day before his primary rival, former U.S. Sen. B
Bradley of New Jersey, gives a long-advanced speech on child poverty in Brooklyn.

| Bradley campaign officials accuse Gore of repeatedly trying to trump their ideas by fi
offering less ambitious plans than he would.

"This certainly suggests that the vice president agrees with our agenda,”” said Bradley
spokesman Eric Hauser. "But in the end, the depth and significance of our proposals t
big problems is far greater than his.”’

Another provision of Gore’s child poverty plan would be to eliminate the tax penalty
married couples who file jointly and to raise the threshold for working poor so they co
make up to $29,000 a year before paying taxes.

"If you eliminate the marriage penalty but don’t raise the earnings limit for the earned
tax credit, then many working families end up losing money. They wind up in a highe
bracket,”’ Gore told reporters.

Gore also would have fathers sign responsibility contracts to pay child support just as
mothers do to pursue work if they are physically able. And he urged programs that re
federal grants like day care centers and Head Start programs to offer voluntary progra
establish patemnity.

Meanwhile, former Democratic U.S. Rep. Norm D’Amours returned to New Hampsh
three days of campaigning for Gore.

The two men served together in the U.S. House for eight years.

1of2 10/22/1999 8:39 AM
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D’ Amours said he decided to campaign after Bradley spoke to a Democratic State Co
several months ago.

"Senator Bradley is a good man and a good Democrat, but he implied he was the only
candidate with a sound ethical background,’’ said D’ Amours, who was an unsuccessf
candidate for governor in 1992.

"You don’t do that and then tell people you are a non-politician. He’s had this plan to
years.”’

Kevin Landrigan can be reached by calling 224-8804 or by e-mail at kland@ici.net.

The Telegraph
Telephone: 603-882-2741
FAX: General 603-882-5138;
Newsroom 603-882-2681
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1008, Nashua, NH 03061
Street Address: 17 Executive Dr., Hudson, NH 03062

E-mail: wehedjm%telﬁngh-nh.com
opyright 2
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EERTRADevonts Gore proposal
TGAREWS —y  targets deadbeat
« Issues & Politics
- €2000 lowa dads
S
. E-iﬁePeogle : e
interactive Town Hall By Kate Thompson, Joumnal staff writer | E-mail
. CaF‘ﬂoI Insights
ate mpson reports
from the lowa state capitol
and beyond. =pss
Vice President Al Gore
“.E'F"m?;st w 7 Wednesday unveiled proposals to
Partly cloudy toughen penalties for deadbeat
High near 70 and "dead broke" dads, an effort to
continue welfare reform.
il — N
+ Current conditions Speaking in a telephone interview
for Sioux City with lowa reporters, Gore outlined
a series of proposals he said
OPINION ; would strengthen families and
_____ OBITUARSES 4 promote responsible fatherhood.
SPORTS am: )
' 'f%eem, Under Gore's proposal,
. Favorite NFL team poll noncustodial parents - mostly
. Fast Pitch Softball 1999 fathers - could be required to pay
. Explorers Baseball child support, go to work or go to
1999 Scrapbook jail.

+ Golfing in Siouxland
« Siouxland Outdoors

« Big 12

"Only one out of four
(noncustodial Earents actually pay
child support,” he said. "Children
LIVING P 4 with absentee fathers are five
times more likely to be poor, two
times as likely to drop out of
school and two times as likely to
go to jail."

Gore said his proposals would
strengthen child support

1 of4

10/22/1999 8:33 AM




The Stoux City Journal - Local News: Gore proposal Largels deadbeal Qulp.i/ WW W .SiuUACIy JuULAL Loy LOG..5UCS T ULIULSDIUIIES LuL 1Y 7 Oule i

20f4

« [NEW] Daily Horoscopes
« School Information

« Home Buyers Guide

+ Apartment Guide

« Extra Everyday [Events...]

Entertainment, comics,
events calendar,
datemaker and much
more!

« Health Care

« Check out our new some
'Things to do this
week' calendar

« Real Estafe

« Siouxlanders Are

Eve%ghere D1recto%
« The Crash of Flig 2

THE ARTS =

EEERYREY theatre

CLASSIFIEDS -
« Real Estate

« Employment
. Siouxlan% Auctioneer

« Automotive Showroom

« Submit your Classified
Ads online... anytime...
special packages
available!

The mark of a newspaper
approved classified.

JB0E
w’;

CLass™ .
National Classified
Network

EMPLOYMENT
The easy way to find a ju'ﬁ.
or locate a new employee
in Siouxland!

Free resume posting!

BUSINESS
ENBUSINERS D ofiles

« [NEW]Salute to Trucking

SEARCH

CONTENTS

ARCHIVES >

AR A

i S S A, O

strengthen child support
enforcement, make it harder for
parents who owe support to get
new credit cards, fix the "marriage
penalty' and increase the amount
a married couple could earn and
still receive the Earned Income
Tax Credit. Gore also proposed
grants for community and
faith-based organizations to help
couples prepare for and
strengthen marriage.

To help fathers be more involved
with children, Gore urged
employers to make workplaces
parent friendly. He said he wants
to launch a public service
campaign to encourage
responsible fatherhood.

He said the proposals would
actually save taxpayers money
and refused to set a dollar amount
for them.

"Experience shows us that we
earn $4 for every $1 we invest in
this kind of approach," he said.
"When we invest in these kinds of
programs to reconnect parents
and children, then the taxpayers
are relieved of the burden. It saves
money."

Most Democrats, he said, voted
for welfare reform. While urging
that parents who don't work or pay
child support should be sent to jail
might be controversial with some
people, Gore said it's similar to
what is expected of mothers.

"We require a mother on welfare to
work," he said.

But Gore added he doesn't find it
difficult to support these issues.

"When you do the right thing, itis
sometimes tough, but | don't find it
difficult because it is the right thing

10/22/1999 8:33 AM
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difficult because it is the right thing
to do."

The program would:

Require all fathers who owe child
support to pay or go to jail.

Require fathers to pledge to
acknowledge paternity, work, pay
child support and be involved
parents.

Ensure more child support is
passed through to children.

Streamline the process for
establishing child support orders.

Create grants to increase access
and visitation of noncustodial
parents.

Urge fathers to be more
responsible through a public
service campaign and would call
for greater involvement by fathers
in children's learning.

Go to Issues and Politics main page
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Gore outlines crackdown on deadbeat fathers

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice President Al Gore is proposing a
crackdown on fathers who refuse to pay child support and
government help for those who can't afford to.

"Our nation will continue to suffer social and economic
consequences unless all fathers do more to help share the
responsibilities of parenthood, and America does more to support
them in this role," Gore said in remarks prepared for today.

At the Congress Heights Methodist Church here, Gore was laying
out his "responsible fatherhood" package 24 hours before Bill
Bradley, his sole rival for the Democratic presidential nomination, is
due to unveil his plan to eradicate child poverty.

Aides said the vice president's plan also was designed to attack
child poverty by remedying one of its biggest causes: financial and
emotional abandonment by fathers.

Gore proposed giving federal child-support funds only to states that
require all non-custodial parents — mainly fathers — who owe child
support to get a job and pay up, or go to jail.

If elected president, Gore said he also would require fathers to sign
"personal responsibility contracts,” in which they would acknowledge
paternity and pledge to work to pay child support, as a condition of
getting aid from the Welfare to Work program.

Under Gore's plan, the government would provide credit card
companies with data on "deadbeat dads" who have not paid child
support and urge lenders to deny them credit cards.

For the lesser-spoken-of group of "dead broke" fathers who don't
pay because they can't afford to, Gore would broaden regulations
allowing states to use federal welfare money to help them find and
keep jobs.

The 1996 welfare reform law moved millions of families off welfare,
Gore said. "We must again call on states, communities and
employers to help move unemployed fathers who owe child support
into the workforce."

Joe Jones is president of Center for Fathers, Families and

Workforce Development, a Baltimore program of "tough love,
in-your-face job training and readiness," he said — and which Gore

10{2 |[}"\| [Quy |2 YT PN
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would like to see replicated.

"We're looking at ways to make the distinction between deadbeat
and dead broke. If you're a low-income parent with litlle education
and no job, we've got to take that into account as we put together
these child support orders," said Jones, who was joining Gore today .

Gore also offered measures to help ensure children grow up in
two-parent homes, including new grants to community and religious
groups to "help couples prepare for and strengthen their marriage,
become better parents and reduce domestic violence."

The vice president is making a habit of pre-empting Bradley's

speeches. Days before the former New Jersey senator unveiled an
ambitious and expensive plan last month to provide near-universal
health insurance, Gore rushed together a more limited health plan.

"This certainly suggests that the vice president agrees with our
agenda," Bradley spokesman Eric Hauser said. "But in the end the
depth and significance of our proposals to solve big problems is far
greater than his."

Gore spokesman Chris Lehane fired back with a reference to
Bradley's vote in the Senate in favor of President Reagan's 1981
spending cuts. "Al Gore's interest and commitment to strengthening
families dates back long before he became interested in running for
president, back to 1981 when he stayed and fought against the
Reagan budget cuts that devastated programs for working families
and the poor," he said.

Meanwhile, a poll released Tuesday showed Gore and Bradley in a
close race in lowa, which holds the first presidential nominating
contest in January.

Gore was favored by 43 percent of the voters questioned, to
Bradley's 40 percent, with 17 percent undecided. The survey of 617
people who said they regularly vote in state elections was
commissioned by KCCI, a Des Moines, lowa, television station. It
claimed a margin of error of plus or minus 6 percentage points

Bradley's campaign has gained ground in polls across the country,
including in lowa. A survey last month had him within 12 points of
the vice president in the state, where Gore generally had been given
an edge because of his backing from the party establishment.

10/21/1999 12:27 PM
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Gore seeks reforms for welfare

Deadbeat dads are focus of his plan

By Edwin Chen
Los Angeles Times
Oct. 21, 1999

WASHINGTON -- Vice
President Al Gore unveiled
his vision of "the next
generation of welfare I

reform" Wednesday, saying hc would require deadbeat dads t to
go to work and pay up or go to jail.

Gore said he would go so far as to "challenge" credit card
companies to deny new cards or additional lines of credit to
delinquent fathers.

"Promoting responsible fatherhood is the critical next phase of
welfare reform and one of the most important things we can do
to reduce child poverty," Gore said.

The vice president's anti-poverty agenda relies on a
combination of incentives and enforcement, offering not only
work requirements but also career counseling, job training and
simple friendship.

"Yes, there are lots of deadbeat dads. There also are many
dead-broke dads," he told a supportive audience in a
Washington church.

Gore's proposals came just one day before former New Jersey
Sen. Bill Bradley, his only rival for the Democratic presidential
nomination, is to deliver his proposal on child poverty.

But in an interview, the vice president denied that he is trying
to upstage Bradley, saying "the timing of my initiative is
related to a nearly decadelong involvement in this area."

http://www.azcentral.convnews/election/elect2000/102 1gore.shtml
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Gore said he is focusing on ways to increase fathers'
involvement in parenting because studies show that children
living without fathers are five times more likely to be poor than
children living with both parents.

By targeting deadbeat dads, Gore's agenda is likely to appeal
especially to women, a crucial base of support to Gore.

The vice president's aides pointed out that his proposal cracks
down on deadbeat dads in the same way that welfare reform
cut off aid to women who do not find jobs after two years.

Gore said he also would require fathers to sign "personal
responsibility contracts" that acknowledge paternity and
include a pledge to pay child support, as a condition of
receiving help from the welfare-to-work program.

When the vice president noted that most women already are
required to sign such a pledge, many women in the audience of
about 100 shouted out their approval and broke into applause.
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NBC News Transcripts

SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET)
September 7, 1999, Tuesday
HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S CHILDREN
ANCHORS: TOM BROKAW
REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
TOM BROKAW, anchor:

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far
as the president and the first lady. Claire:

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance.
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course,
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993.

Vice President AL GORE: I will ensure that by the year 2005, every single
child in our country has full access to fully affordable health care coverage.

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government
program which offers low-income families insurance for their children. If
people eamn too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in.
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And
anyone eamning up to $ 100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a
government program would get a tax break. Gore also supports allowing people to
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age S5, if they have no other insurance.
Health care experts call it practical.

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA): It builds on programs that already exist and
seem to work well.

SHIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it.



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that | have put
forward will be integrated into a balanced budget.

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30
and $ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it
all add up. Tom:

BROKAW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al
Gore campaign.

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school, are
their teachers really prepared to teach them?

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most American elementary and middle school teachers don't
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect.

BROKAW: SAVING OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the
teachers?

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does
food shopping online really work?
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NBC News Transcripts

SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AMET)

September 7, 1999, Tuesday

LENGTH: 276 words

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEALTH INSURANCE
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD

ANCHORS: ANN CURRY

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
ANN CURRY, anchor:

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most
families in the US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's
Claire'Shipman has details now.

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005.
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current
federal state partnership, called CHIP, which offers insurance to children whose
families earn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to
two and a half times the poverty level or $ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't
participate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents
of children who qualify for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid,
and that focusing on kids is smart.

Mr. ED HOWARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It really makes a difference.
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. They don't get care
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with
conditions like earaches that turn into infections.

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of
this will be cheap, say experts, at least $ 30 billion over five years. The vice
president says he can pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News,
Los Angeles.

LANGUAGE: English



Copyright 1999 Burrelle's Information Services
CBS News Transcripts

<=1> View Related Topics
SHOW: CBS THIS MORNING (7:00 AM ET)
September 7, 1999, Tuesday
TYPE: Newscast

LENGTH: 69 words

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO
UNVEIL NEW

HEALTH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY
ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS

BODY:
THALIA ASSURAS, co-host:

Vice President Al Gore reportedly plans to unveil anew health-care
proposal today. In an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's almost 11 million uninsured
children by the year 2005. Gore also picked up an endorsement from lowa

Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the Iowa caucuses early next
year.
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Gore to unveil health plan

- Speech to offer specifics as Bradley prepares challenge
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- Swamped workers switch to ‘unlisted’ e-mails

By Stephanie Armour “I have an e-mall that I nnly disclose to certain  says. “The others take a back- (hrough il the emall”
USA TODAY A‘ peop]e. Otherwise it's mzy Snsa pum“ seal to my confidentlal emall™ Earl Pennell, a business devel-
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Gore Pledges
A Health Plan
For Every Child

h\ By ROBERT PEAR

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7 — Vice
President Al Gore proposed today 1o
guarantee access to aflfordable
health insurance for all children by
2005, expanding on & program en-
acted (wo years ago that he conceded

dent, | will insure that by the year
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propos-
als, taken together, could provide
coverage for 11 million to 15 million
Americans, most of them children

dren are eligible for either Medicaid
or the new children’s program.

The logic of the proposal is simple
Most uninsured children come from
families in which the parents are
themselves uninsured. But  Mr

Gore's proposal raises a question o
equity and flairness: Why should the
Government  provide  subsidized
health insurance to adults with chil-
dren while denying it to adults of
age without children®

Mr. Gare did not say how much his
proposals would cost or how he
would pay for them. Chris Lehane, a
spokesman for the Vice President,
said, “"This will be done in the context
of & balanced budget, and we'll put
out & detalled budget proposal later,
but we have no price tag right now "

Health-care experts said the cost
of Mr. Gore's proposals would al-
most surely exceed $24 billion over
five years — the amount appropriat-
ed by Congress to cover a maximum
of live million youngsters in the new

:
;
E
3
:
g
g

" Elye New York Times

’
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 197%



Following are excerpts from an address on
health care yesterday by Vice President Al Gore at
the Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, as recorded
by The New York Times:

For more than 50 years we have been engaged in
a battle to provide the kind of health care a great
nation owes its people. Now after that long century of
effort, conflict and concern, It Is time to mave past
thearetical and philosophical divisions beyond a ster-
lle debate about labels and abstractions to ask what
we can do now o lake concrete, ic, realistic
steps 10 Improve health coverage for all of the
American people.

Today I'm proposing and with your help as
President, 1 will fight for a series of steps to do just
that. We must and we can insure a set of rights so that

Excerpts From Gore's Speech on Care

Fe history. prosperity alone
will not meet the challenges that we face in American

Some will argue that greater access to health
care is a luxury we can't alford even as they covet
our record surplus for the special interests and
propase to blow it on a risky tax scheme that would

health-care system carefully, realistically and step
acceplable answer Is a one-size-fits-all solution, But |

bealth care. And as Harry Truman reminded us when
be this S0 in & time of

l!'.:.l;l fight mm";m prosperi-
can be prevented or cured is one thing we cannot

sured children in families with in-
comes exceeding 15 times the offi-
clal poverty level

Health-care experts said Mr.
Gaore's proposals would clearly help
some working families, but might
divert states from the task of linding
and enrolling children who are al-
ready eligible for health benefits.
Mr. Gore would give states a bonus

for enrolling children in a program
that already offers states a generous
financial incentive to do just that In
the new Children's Health Insurance
Program, as in Medicaid, the Fed-
eral Government and the stales
share the costs, but the Federal Gov-
emment pays a larger share of the
costs in the new program.
Some of Mr. Gore's proposals are

their parents did not always realize
it, and officials In some states im-
properly cut off health benefits along
with cash assistance

Ehye New Pork Times
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Gore Outlines
Proposals on

Health Care

Guaranteed Coverage
qu Children Is Pledged

8)'-Cm ConwoLry
and Asx GoLpsTein

currently without health insurance.
“We have all learned that we cannot overhaul

relatively

Children’s Health Insurance Program. And he pro-
posed a system of 25 percent tax breaks to make
insurance mose affordable to small businesses and
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dent Clinton’s proposals, including
help disabled people keep their coverage if they re-
t:‘mtnwnfkmdtoﬁwuxbfﬂhtﬂ-ﬁm

Ter, Gore made his case for “vision-
but * The vice
no clue as to how his plan would cost, and

@he Washington Post
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Gore Places His Emphasts on Children
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative

By Jeanye Cumuives

Stalf Reporter of TUE Wall. STAEET JOURNAL
WASHINGTON=Vice President Al Gore

Unveiling the plan at Children's Hospa

tal in Los Angeles yesterday, Mr.
vowed 10 ftake a

“lundamentally dif-

vides coverage to children from lower-in-
come (amilies. Under the Gore plan, the
program would be adjusted to apply to fam-
llies earning as much as 250% of the
poverty rate, or about $41,000 for a family
of four. About one million children would
fall into the new category of coverage. The
plan would also permil low-income parents
to buy into the program. In addition, fami-
lies that earn more than 250% of the
poverty rate but don't have private health
insurance would be allowed to buy into the

program.

® A provision that would grant financial
bonuses o states that meet child health-
care enrollment targets and reductions in
CHIP funding for those that fall to show
progress. Federal studies have shown that
millions .of children eligible for govern-

swoop,” the wice
president said. “Ex- ment-assisted health care are not enrolled
perience has taught In the programs. Mr. Clinton recently un
us that there ks a velled a series of initiatives aimed at in
way lo keep what Is creasing enrollment that ranged (rom dis-
right, while fixing patching federal investigators Lo review
whal is wrong with state programs to sending letters lo public-
American health care.” school principals. Mr. Gore would lake
Mr. Gore's Initiatives primarily would  those efforts a step further by including [i-
build on those already introduced pred clal incentives.
by the Clinton administration. But ulti- ® A new tax credit that would cover 25%
mately, he said. his goal as president would  of the premium costs for a variety of peaple
be o ensure that every child in the U.S. has  who aren't currently covered by insurance.
acoess lo quality health care by 2005, For example, the credit could be used by
Among his key propasals mleuﬁi!hﬁhhwhnm
* An expansion of the Children's Health by small businesses to offer employees in-
Insurance Program, a federally funded surance coverage, or by families who are
state health-insurance program that pro-  looking to buy private insurance.

Officials Kept
Russtan Probe
From Gore

By Bom Davis
Staff Reparter of THE Wall STREsT Joummal

WASHINGTON - Treasury, State De-
partment and White House officlals
learned this spring of allegations of a mas-
sive Russian money-laundering operation
involving Bank of New York Co., but didn't
pass the information to the vice president
or president,

Vice President Al Gore, In particular,
has been criticized by Republican presi-
dential candidates for being “out of the
loop™ on the money-laundering probe, de-
spite his position as chalrman ot i bhu
tional commission that oversees
pects of U.5.-Russia r!hl.hlu. "'.II' Ihu!
was a loop of people, that loop was formed
on the day we received a brieling” late last
month, said a Gore aide. 't didn't exist be-
fore then."

But senlor administration officials yes-
terday detailed, for the first time, & series
of contacts by which federal officials
learned of the money-laundering probe by
U S. investigators.

Tmsu% officials learned of the exis-

M il

it fo Page A 16, Column |

Continwed From Page A3

terice of the investigation in April from reg-
ulators at the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York. Treasury officlals were told
m-m:mﬂummus.wm
ternational Monetary Fund resources were
invoived in the money laundering, a senlor
administration officlal said.

The Treasury Department then relayed
the information up the chain of command
to then-Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin.
Mr. Rubin has told former colleagues that
he doesn't remember being told of the mat-
ter. But the Information wasn't passed (o
senlor White House officials because it was
considered to be the province of the Justice
Department, the adiinistration official

id.

Al the time, the Treasury was consider-
Ing what conditions the [MF should insist

‘eventually developed s plah in which any

IMF lodns would go to pay off Russia's ex-

Isting debt to the fund and wouldn't pass

through Moscow. The Clintoa officlal said

that learning about the money-laundering

probe didn’t affect the safeguards that
sought.

and Federal Bureau of Investigation on the
allegations, two senlor administration offi-
clals sald. MNeither the Justice Department
nor the FBI would confirm the existence of
the probe at that time, the officlals said.
Afterward, the Clinton officlals said,
State Department and NSC officials would
“remind" the Justice Department and FBI

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1999

of their interest. But Investigators didn't
tell the State Department or NSC about the
probes or whether foreign-policy Issues
were involved. As & result, said a senjor
Clinton administration official, the tucp
thons concerning money laundering and
mumtﬂmlwwmw-
icy officials at the White House or to the
vice president’s office.

Administration officials make a distinc-

House officials, Including Mr. Gore,

summit in New Zealand. Mr. Clinton wants
{o assure the Russians thal the probe ksn't
being driven by U.S. domestic politics, said
a U.S. official, and U.S. con-
cerns (hat international loans and aid not
be abused. Investigators are looking at
whether [MF loans were improperty di-
verted Into of[shore accounts.

“The president has always been con-
cerned with Issues of crime and corruption
in Russia, and has raised that in his meet-
ings with Russian officials,” said White
House spokesman Joe Lockhari,




WASHINGTON
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Back to schoot President Clinton takes questions from first-
graders at Brooke Grove Bernentary School in Oiney, Md.

Politicians greet students
with education proposals

CORREGTIOM: An item Tuesday should have sald the Con-
stitution Party, the U.S. Taxpayers Party, nominat-
ed founder Howard 0 be president and
columnist Joseph Sobran to be vice president

Writien by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports
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Gore shares plan
to expand access
to health care

By Laurence McQuillan
USA TODAY

Vice Presidenl Gore un-
veiled a broad plan Tuesday
to bring affordable health
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He said companies gel a
tax credit for the cost of
health insurance, “bul not in-
dividuats who have to get cov-

complish, not just whether it
sounds good.”

Bradley sald he would pro-
pose & health-care policy in
several weeks.

USA TODAY  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1999
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NBC's Claire Shipman
reports on Gore's health
insurance proposal.

Vice President Al Gore unveils his plan to improve health care coverage

for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los
Angeles on Tuesday.

By Claire Shipman
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7— Vice President Al Gore
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook on Tuesday, promising health
insurance for millions of Americans who don’t

have it.
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Claire Shipman
MBC CORRESPONDENT

{% Live Vote

How would you

describe Gore's

health care plan?
A smart set of
incremental
changes.
Too little, too late.
A prescription for
disaster.

(MSHICHH’[R!CI’IVE
Vote to see results

IT IS ONE of Gore’s costliest campaign proposals
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every
child in the United States health insurance.

But what it doesn’t do is propose an overhaul of
the nation’s health care system — a plan that backfired
on Bill Clinton in 1993.

“If you elect me president,” Gore said, “I will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our
country has full access to fully affordable health
coverage.”

Gore’s key proposals:

m Let more people participate in a government
program that offers low-income families insurance for
their children.

u If people earn too much money to qualify, but still
need insurance, they can buy in.

m Parents in low-income families would become
eligible for insurance too.

= Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an
individual policy or buy into a government program
would get a tax break.

m Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early,
at age 55, if they have no other insurance.

Health care experts call the plan a practical one.

“It builds on programs that already exist and
seems to work well and [ think it is practically feasible
to get this enacted,” said Ron Pollack, of Families
USA.

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will
propose something approaching universal coverage,
and Republicans and health industry advocates, who
fear that imposing too many mandates on private
health care firms will drive up costs.

Gore won’t name the cost, but he says he can pay
for it.

“Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that |
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced
budget,” Gore said.

But with experts

http://www.msnbc.com/news/308899.asp
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Candidate Profiles estimating a cost for
the program of

€O msNBC interactive  between $30 billion

* Comprehensive interactive  and $50 billion over

profiles of all the five years, many are

candidates eager to see just how
- he’ll make it all add
up.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Gore unveils health care
proposal for reaching the
uninsured

September 7, 1999
Web posted at: 4:16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT)

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured
Americans into the health care system, including
a plan to give every child in the nation access to
affordable health care by 2005.

To bring more children into the ranks of the
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the
Children's Health Insurance Program, which
helps states provide coverage to children in
working families. States can use the federal CHIP
money to cover children in families that earn up
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected,
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250

percent.

"That is a
commitment
that I'll keep,"
he said.

Gore would
also allow )
families that do |l
not qualify for
the program,
and do not
receive health

benefits Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday
lhI'Ollgh their on the country's heailth care system
jobs, to buy into the program. He would give
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he

believes are not fully utilized.
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what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed

allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25
percent tax credit to help defray the cost.
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at
65.

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach
to changing managed care adopted by President
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the
system failed to win congressional approval in
1994.

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the
system in one fell swoop," Gore said.
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
with American health care."

Gore's plan also would:

* Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace.

* Encourage small businesses to band together to
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms.

* Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of
rights, similar to legislation that Congress will
consider when it returns this month from recess.
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether
he favors allowing patients to sue their health
maintenance organizations and collect damages
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted
Democratic legislation this year that would do so.
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Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that
doctors can tell patients all their medical options
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't
have to change doctors in the middle of
treatment.

"They don't have a license to practice medicine
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore
said of HMO's.

He suggested that it also would require managed
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered
from depression.

"I want to make sure that a patient with
depression is given access to care on terms no
different from a patient who has diabetes," he
said. "And I will begin by improving mental
health services for those who receive Medicaid."

Gore promised to establish new public-private
partnerships to expand access to prevention and
wellness programs and to promote such
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what
the government's role would be, however, nor did
he say how he would finance the new initiatives.

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley,
who has said he will propose something
approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans, who fear that imposing to0 many
mandates on private health care firms will drive
up costs.

"Others will argue against reforming our health
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by-
step. Some of them will tell you that the only
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution,"
Gore said, in an apparent reference to Bradley.

The Associated Press contributed =
to this report.
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms

By Scott Lindlaw
Associated Press Writer
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT

REALTORS @

Parlirer Siles

Newswock.com LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday
Britauuica Internet Gude  to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by
l RAYER 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing
NIVERSTTY [ 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care
srch 0 system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional
approval in 1994.

Foremost
Appliances

NO CROWDS,
N PRESSURFT.

“*We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell

career jﬁ,ﬁi swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. "'Experience has taught us
CINASIOPSIN, (. (}cre is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
Dealing with difficult with American health care."

co-workers?

Have questions about
Bttt a8 The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov.
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the

candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. *In some
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still
out in the cold," Gore said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said
he will propose something approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs.

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily

from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by
Republicans.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WAPO/19990907/V000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99



““Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move
toward the day when every American has access to affordable,
quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris
Lehane said that would come ""in the near future,” but that he did not
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.

""We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be
“'stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be,"
Bradley said.

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage,
and the number has grown by about 1 million a year this decade.
Some 11 million children are uninsured.

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level.
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent.

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250
percent or higher; according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at
the National Conference of State Legislatures.

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program,
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid.

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully
utilized.

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into

such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million
children and adults covered, Lehane said.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WAPO/19990907/V000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for
Medicare at 65.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing **vulnerable Americans" to
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent
tax credit to help defray the cost.

Gore also would:

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and
is awaiting consideration in the House.

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the
firms. Republicans favor such an approach.

--Press for a "“real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so.

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's
initiatives *"a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the
uninsured."”

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, “especially since it
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage
for the uninsured."

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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TINZa Gore Health Care Glance
\- |RY l R Hl TY

In \r-

By The Associated Press
al lty ( Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT

Pacirer Siles Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday

Newswock com in Los Angeles:
Britauica Iaternet Gude

career .{ ‘J.. --Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance
-advice, by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
Dealing with di ", B to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty
co-workoers? - e ay i s
e rd  line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of
career strateqyl the poverty line. The program also would allow families with
incomes above $41,000 to "“buy into" federally subsidized health care
coverage.

--States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage.

--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent
b g ; Bt :"b‘:i refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack

=|
VB on a access to employer-based coverage.
= Journcy to

-l --People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when

they return to the workplace.

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit.

--Would expand Medicaid coverage of mental health care.
© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children
By CATHLEEN DECKER, Times Political Writer

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton

since the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice

President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure every child in
America and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their
parents, all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005.

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal-state
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a family of four. That
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000
for a family of four.

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in
1997--uses federal and state money to help insure children. Members
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child
in 10 does not have health insurance.

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents.

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan

He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would
enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect
expanding access to one of the fastest-growing segments of the
uninsured population.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality
coverage."

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a
program that could easily reach into the multibillion-dollar range.
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later.



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget,"
Lehane said.

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance
costs. The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions.

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to
Gore's proposals, although most lauded him for tackling what many
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or
employer health plans.

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94
health care reform plan.

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said
that while helpful, Gore's program would not solve the problems of
most uninsured Americans.

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal--and would have
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been
eligible, Brown said.

"It sounds like a number of interesting and usefuil small pieces

which will help states expand [coverage] if they want to," Brown said.
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured
population out in the cold."

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify
for assistance programs but cannot afford premiums for private
insurance. While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people
cannot come up with the up-front money.

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday




is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's
Health Insurance Program.

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care
analysts. California, where access to health care has recently been
broadened, would feel less impact than most.

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the
poverty level--Gore's proposal--by next month. The children's program
here goes under the name of Healthy Families.

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details

In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the
presidential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about
the plight of the uninsured but left specifics for later.

His Democratic primary opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health care.
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear
“that the vice president and I have a different approach to the
fundamental health care issues facing America."

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate,
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace."

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his
own health care plan.

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94.

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs.

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort,
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore clearly alluded to the
fiasco.

"This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying
to what he was comparing his effort. Later, he said rather pointedly




that the country needs "visionary but practical change."

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of

HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles, whose three children are now
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein
in HMOs.

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common
complaint that HMOs too strenuously limit hospital stays.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line,"
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they
have no night to play God."

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron
Brownstein contributed to this story.

Copyright Los Angeles Times
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Gore details health-care plan
By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income
adults and retirees. Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994.

“Experience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing
what is wrong with American health care," Gore said.

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care
system, to make our families healthier and more hopeful for the new century
ahead."

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program,
which backs state programs for low-income families, including California's
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured.

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent — the
equivalent of $41,000 made annually by a family of four.

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put forth a specific health-care
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul
the country's educational system.

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where
legislators have budgeted an"expansion of Healthy.Families to the 250 percent
level for the fiscal year.

What's new 1s that Gore's plan also would allow families that earn too much to
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves.

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families.

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed.

“This is a pretty revolutionary proposal because it would be extending Medicare



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel, director of critical care medicine at
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech.

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern
California and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the

purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based
insurance, not replace it.

“"Employers are smart. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side
effects."

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that
state "one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold."

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people S5 to 65 to
buy into Medicare; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care
insurance when they return to work.

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in
the fall.

“"We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ
from the Democrats," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky.

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign termed Gore's proposal an
unnecessary big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-running
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott
McClellan.

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the
campaign," McClellan said.

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a
program'’s cost.

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds
good," the former U.S. senator said.

Bradley, who has espoused more universal health-care coverage than Gore




proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America."

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly
after noon to attend what staffers called a series of "private meetings." He also
attended a reception at a private home in the Los Angeles area and then
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood.

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to

Washington, D.C.
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HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR
CHILDREN

BYLINE: Associated Press.
DATELINE: LOS ANGELES

BODY:

Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that all children have
access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the
health-care system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, if he captures the
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system
failed to win congressional approval in 1994,

"We have all leamed that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there is a
way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong with American health
care."

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W.
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on
their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one referepce clearly was
aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "In some states, Texas
springs to mind, one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold," Gore
said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health-care firms would drive up costs

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily from




initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by Republicans.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every
American has access to affordable, quality coverage.”

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax
increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's
Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore would use.

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in
families with incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block
grants to states.

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.
_-—_.——-'—_——__-_-:—__—_——._
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HEADLINE: CAMPAIGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kids
BYLINE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau
SOURCE: Los Angeles

BODY:

Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable
coverage available to all Americans.

“Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, I will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access
to fully affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers.

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by former Sen.
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough
for children in poverty.

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is
growing rather than fading.

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the former senator
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks.

"Some . . . will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size-
fits-all solution," he said.

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging
package of reforms "carefully, realistically and step by step."

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest unul every single
American has affordable health care."

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the




Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families.

Currently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in families that earn
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level.

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibility cap would be raised to 250
percent, or about $ 41,000.

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent.
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower the cap below 200 percent.

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group,
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance.

And Gore, promising to spur the states to greater efforts, took a dig at
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential
nomination, also without saying his name.

"In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-quarter of all children are
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable.”

Gore would also allow families who currently do not qualify for CHIP and do
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program,
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents'
income.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help
defray the cost.

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55
and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65.

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say that any public
expenses should be "fiscally responsible."

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the
context of a balanced budget" and not in terms of a tax increase.

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address,
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed:

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights. He has promoted legislation that
would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when care has been
denied.



/

Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace.

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies.

Improve privacy safeguards for patients.
Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses.

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance
organizations.

"l am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't
have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God."
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NBC News Transcripts

SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET)
September 7, 1999, Tuesday
HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FORNATION'S CHILDREN
ANCHORS: TOM BROKAW
REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
TOM BROKAW, anchor:

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far
as the president and the first lady. Claire:

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance.
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course,
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993.

Vice President AL GORE: | will ensure that by the year 2005, every single
child in our country has full access to fully affordable health care coverage.

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government
program which offers low-income families insurance for their children. If
people eam too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in.
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And
anyone earning up to $ 100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a
government program would get a tax break. Gore also supports allowing people to
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age 55, if they have no other insurance.
Health care experts call it practical.

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA): It builds on programs that already exist and
seem to work well.

SHIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it.



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I have put
forward will be integrated into a balanced budget.

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30
and $ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it
all add up. Tom:

BROKAW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al
Gore campaign.

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school, are
their teachers really prepared to teach them?

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most American elementary and middle school teachers don't
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect.

BROKAW: SAVING OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the
teachers?

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does
food shopping online really work?




NBC News Transcripts

SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AM ET)

September 7, 1999, Tuesday

LENGTH: 276 words

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEALTH INSURANCE
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD

ANCHORS: ANN CURRY

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
ANN CURRY, anchor:

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most
families in the US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's
Claire'Shipman has details now.

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005.
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current
federal state partnership, called CHIP, which offers insurance to children whose
families earn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to
two and a half times the poverty level or $ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't
participate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents
of children who qualify for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid,
and that focusing on kids is smart.

Mr. ED HOWARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It really makes a difference.
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. They don't get care
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with
conditions like earaches that turn into infections.

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of
this will be cheap, say experts, at least $ 30 billion over five years. The vice
president says he can pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News,
Los Angeles.

LANGUAGE: English



Copyright 1999 Burrelle's Information Services
CBS News Transcripts

<=1> View Related Topics
SHOW: CBS THIS MORNING (7:00 AM ET)

September 7, 1999, Tuesday
TYPE: Newscast
LENGTH: 69 words
HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO
UNVEIL NEW
HEALTH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY
ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS

BODY:
THALIA ASSURAS, co-host:

Vice President Al Gore reportedly plans to unveil anew health-care
proposal today. In an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's almost 11 million uninsured
children by the year 2005. Gore also picked up an endorsement from lowa
Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the lowa caucuses early next
year.
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Gore to unveil health pian

~ Speech to offer specifics as Bradley prepares challenge
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-Swamped workers switch to ‘unllsted’ e-mails

By Stephanie Armour “I have an e-malil that I only disclose to certaln  says. “The others take a back- through all fhe e-mail,” m
TODAY A\ people. Oth rwise It's crazy.” — Susan Purcell, %3!1o my confidentil email”  Earl Peanel,a business devel

Usa
b Keep organized Using opment manager at HyCD, a

In a high4ech ofun. COOKIng Web site founder uammspecmcmu San Jose, Calti_based sofware
listed phone numbers, employ- development irm, who relles
ees are getting privale emall you have someone’s elite ers get Junk e-mail, known as mn-nkmmu on two e-mall accounts,
addresses (hey share only with  e-mall" says Andrew Gliman, spam, af least weekly, based on Il Riders in Col- While keeping track of mul-
special cllents, contacts or president al CommCore Con- & report by the Springs, Colo, who keeps  liple passwords or e-mall boxes
friends. sulting Group, a Washington of Stamford, Conn. The Pederal one e-mall just for personal can be a hassle, many workers

The move toward confiden- D.C-based communication and  Trade up to correspondence: “TT1 seldom  say the headaches are worth L
tial e-mall addresses — off- training “E-mail Is going 4,500 complainis o day aboul giveltoulligivesmeanoppor-  “You have fo have a strategy.
limits to all but & select few —  through an evolution, and thisls  unsolictied lunity to keep my business and [ have an e-mall that | only dis-
is booming &8 more workers the next That's partly personal life separate.” close o ceriain people,” says
struggle to manage a deluge of Workers are using the semi-  bender of OffRoad tal uses P Save time. Workers dont  Susan Purcell, who Is CEO and
umwanted at their uaﬂ la: &mall addresses ot his  have (o wade through a slew of  founder of ucook.com, a Bruns-
“regular” e-mail address unwanted e-mall. San Francisco Investment firm.  frivolous messages. wick, Malne, cooking site, "Oth-

“The new sign of status is If Mnnthnnm of Internet us- *It works well,” Elnbender “It's easler th golng  erwise crazy,



Gore's proposal raises a quesiion oi

Gore P’edges equity and fairess: Why should the
A Health Plan v i seaying s s sauis of
?

age without children
Mr. Gore did not say how much his

FOTEUeryChl.ld propasals would cost o bow he

A\ By ROBERT PEAR said, *“This will be done in the context

LOS ANGELES, T = Vice of a balanced budget, and we'll put
President Al Gore progosed today vo Ut  etalled budget proposal later,
guarantee access (o affordable DUl e have no price tag right now
health insurance for all children by _ 'ealth<are experts said the cost

o v o S8 o e

dont. | will insure that by the yeas  20€€ coverage. But this is & tricky

2005, every single child in our coun. >V 107 Mr. Gore, because the Clin-

try has full access to fully affordable ton-Gore Administration shares re-

health coverage.” MNearly 11 million

children are now uninsured. mm:::ﬂm already en-
When Congress created the Chil- acted President’s

dren's Health Insurance Program In " Mr.
1997, Kk gave the states billions of yoweryery todaY. the oumber of

dollars and considerabie flexibility in tricans fnsurance
how the money could be used M .m”:“mb"m"““m
for he program by Incrensing e | T s coeof the few socil i
limits on family income and by al. ! S4(OFS that have not Improved under
i Chtren, Tn addiion, ke would 3275 8 B peger n beakh polcy
impose financial on states Prepared Gore campaign
M!ﬂwmwurmlu E:'wmhlm
the enroliment of children, while of. expanded several health pro-
fering bonuses for states that meet mm’hw
“mmmmmu:m White House officials have known
that 1.3 million ‘children had been for several years that at least four
enrolled in the children’s insurance Million children eligible for Medicaid
program. Mr. Clinton sald that he Were not enrolled, and there is no

evidence that this number has gone
would have expected at least three down, desplte many efforts and ex- I
million by now and that be was there- hortations by Federal officials in
fore “a little disappointed.” ‘Washington.

Aldes w0 Mr. Gore said his propos-  Mr. Gore repeated Administration
als, taken together, could provide proposals 1o define the rights of pa
coverage for 11 million (o 15 million tients in health maintenance organi
Americans, most of them children. zations, to establish new
The number of people without health drug benefits under and to
insurance has been climbing in the p a modest tax credit for the
mmwmmuﬂ cost of nursing home care. But the

focus of his speech was on uninsured

The goal of offering affordable children, and Mr. Gore offered these
health insurance w all children, ideas 1o deal with the problem:

not overhaul the system In one fell dren. Al the same time, the Govern
swoop,” Mr. Gore said in underlining ‘'ment would pay boouses o states
the differences between his ap- that meet their goals. (Mr. Gore said
proach and the grand schemes de- 1this would make states accountable
vised in 1991 by the President and for their performance But critics

offset 25 percent of the cost of health  SMore affluent families should be
insurance purchased by individuals allowed w0 buy insurance coverage
1o employer- for youngsters through Medicald or

private market, because large gov
Many Republicans in Congress ermment have much great

dren are eligible for either Medicaid
or the new children's program.

The logic of the proposal is simple
Most uninsured children come from

farniies in which the paremts are ' E‘]c :X‘ew uotk 6“!195

. "
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Foliowing are excerpis from an oddress on
health care yesterday by Vice President Al Gore at
the Children's Hospital of Los Angeles, as recorded
by The New York Times:

For more than 50 years we have been engaged in

people.
Today I'm

Excerpts From Gore’s Speech on Care

Some will argue that greater access to health
care is a luxury we can't afford even as they covet
our record surplus for the special Interests and
propose (o blow it on a risky tax scheme that would
drive us right back into spiraling Federal deficits
For more than two decades | have seen the struggle
between working families and special interests. The
tobacco lobby, the gun lobby, those who stood against
the Family Leave Bill | co-sponsored in the Senate
We've had 10 fight them all and we're not about to
stop now. Others will argue against reforming our
health-care system carefully, realistically and step
by step. Some of them will tell you that the only
scceptable answer is & one-slze-fits-all solution. But |
believe Americans know better. They know, you and |
know, we need but practical change,
change that can be enacted into law, change that
works for working families, change that meets thelr
cares and concerns, that respects
health-care needs. Our cause is working families.
And in this campaign and in the years ahead, let’s put
their Interests first, mhead of the special interests,
shead of anything.

This Is & unique moment for our nation, for our
people. Our economy is strong, indeed we are in the

“':i:'rm"dw The
steps m today guarantes
mum:ﬂumlﬂ child

e began this fight 50 years ago, in a time of prospert-
1y, we can afford many things. But Ul-health which
can be prevented or cured Is one thing we cannot

We must use our prosperity now 1o bring new
change to our health-care system, to make our fam-
llies healthier and more hopeful for the new century
shead. That's the kind of change that works for
working families. And that's why I'm running for
President of the United States.

intended to restore health insurance

Mr. Gare would give states a bonus

Program, as In Medicald, the Fed-
eral Government and the stales
share the costs, but the Federal Gov-
ermment pays a larger share of the
costs in the new program.

Some of Mr. Gore's proposals are

for tens of thousands of children who
lost coverage when their {amilies
were removed from the welfare
rolls. In theory, most such children
were still eligible for Medicaid, but
their parents did not always realize
it, and officials In some states im-
properly cut off health benefits along
with cash assistance

Ele New Pork Times

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 1999

25




Gore Qutlines

Proposals on
Health Care

Cuaranteed Coverage
For Children Is Pledged

B,l'-(:m: Conworry
and Asxx GoLDsSTEIN
Vaghingron Post Seaff Writers

‘Ina speech that Laid out his vision of how
nation's health care system, Gore also

11
Fa

currently without health insurance.

“We have all learned that we cannot overhaul
ithe system in one fell swoop,” Gore said, borrow-
ing a line used recently by first lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, whose ambitious health reform plan

faltered in 1994. “Experi has taught us that
there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing
what is wrong with ! are.”
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Gore Places His Emphasts on Children
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative

By Jeanye CusaiNes

Stulf Reparier of Tuk Wil STaEeT JouRNaL
ASHINGTON—Vice President Al Gore
propased Lax credits for families and work-
ers whao must buy their own health insurance
and financial bonuses for states that signifi-
canlly increase the child health-care rolls as

part of his new health-care Initiative.
Unveiling the plan at Children's Hospl-
tal in Los Angeles yesterday, Mr. Gore
vowed 1o take a
“lundamentally dif-
ferent approach™ to

be 1o ensure that every child in the U.S. has

access to quality heaith care by 2005.
Among his key are
« An expansion of the

! Pn 2

Officials Kept
Russian Probe
From Gore

By Bog Davis

Staff Reporier af The Wall STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON -Treasury, State De
partment and White House olficials
learned this spring of allegations of a mas-
sive Russian money-laundering operation
involving Bank of New York Co., but didnt
pass the information to the vice president
or president.

Vice President Al Gore, In particular,
has been criticized by

n's Health
funded

fodarall

Republmmi
dential candidates for being “out of the
loop™ on the money-laundering probe, de- |

spite his position as chairman of a bina-
tional commission that oversees many as-
pects of U.S.-Russia relations. “I there
was a loop ol people, that loop was formed
on the day we recelved a briefing” late last
month, said a Gore aide. "It didn't exist be-
fore then.™

But senlor administration officials yes-
lerday detailed, for the first time, a series
of contacts by which federal officials
learned of the money-laundering probe by
U.S. investigators.

Treasury officials learned of the exis-

Please Tirn to Page AIG, Column |

vides coverage to children from lower-in
come {amilies. Under the Gore plan, the
program would be adjusted toapply to [am-
llies earning as much as 250% of the
poverty rate, or about $41,000 for & family
of four, About one million children would
fall Into the new category of coverage. The
plan would also permit low-income parents
1o buy inta the program. In addition, fami-
lies that earn more than 250% of the
poverty rate but don't have private health
{nsurance would be allowed to buy into the

program. "
# A provision that would grant financial
bonuses (o states that meet child health-
eare enrollment targets and reductions in
CHIP funding for those thal fail to show
Federal studies have shown that

school ¥
those efforts a step further by including fi-
mancial Incentives.

® A new tax credit thal would cover 25%
of the premium costs for a variety of people
'whoaren't currently covered by insurance.
For exampie, the credit could be used by
people aged 55 10 € to buy into Medicare,
by small businesses to offer employees In-
surance coverage, or by families who are
looking to buy private insurance.

Continued From Page A3

terice of the Investigation in April from reg-
ulators at the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York. Treasury officials were told
there wasn't any evidence that U.S. or In-
ternational Monetary Fund resources were
involved in the money laundering, a senior
administration officlal said.

The Treasury Department then relayed
the information up the chaln of command
to then-Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin.
Mr. Rubln has told former colleagues that
he doesn't remember being told of the mat-
ter. But the information wasn't passed Lo
senior White House officials because it was
considered to be the province of the Justice
Department, the adfuinistration official
said.

AL the time, the Treasury was consider-

isting debi to the fund and wouldn'l pass
through Moscow. The Clinton officlal said
that learming about the money-laundering
probe didn‘t affect the safeguards that
were sought.

, In March 1999, State De-
partment officials learned from a foreign
government that Bank of New York was be-
ing investigated. State Department off}-
clals then alerted their colleagues who
work on crime and corruption Issues at the
White House's National Security Council.
Together, the State Department and NSC
officials briefed the Justice Department
and Pederal Bureau of Lavestigation on the
allegations, two senlor administration offi-
clals sald. Neither the Justice Department
nor the FBI would confirm the existence of
the probe at that time, the officials said.

Afterward, the Clinton officlals said,
State Department and NSC officials would
“remind’ the Justice Department and FBI

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1999

of their interest. But Investigators didn’t
tell the State Department or NSC about the

tion between the information provided by
Fed olficials or overseas contacts, and the
Justice Department’s formal money-laun-
dering probe. Treasury, Stale and White
House officlals, Including Mr. Gore,

possible fliegal banking
Menatep, the Russian bank that Is now a
“Yocus of the . That

cerns that international loans and aid not
be sbused. Investigators are looking at
whether IMF loans were improperty di-
verted Into offshore accounts,

“The president has always been con
cerned with issues of crime and corruption
n Russta, and has ralsed that in his meet-
ings with Russian officials,” said White
House spokesman Joe Lockhart.
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Back to schoot President Clinlon takes questions from first-
graders ai Brooke Grove Bementary School in Olney, Md.

Politicians greet students
with education proposals

Republicans and Democrats visiied public schools Tues-
day o highlight their education programs as studenis re-
fturned afer summer recess.
President Clinton told students and parents
Grove Elementary School in Olney, Md, that the GOP tax
education funding. “It's basic arithmetic,” he
invest more, not less, in education.™ i
Mk:

- 2
i
i

REBERER
i

columnist Joseph Sobran lo be vice president.
Written by Paul Leavilt with staff and wire reports

Gore shares plan
to expand access
to health care

He said companies get a

By Laurence McQuillan
tax credil for the cost of

USA TODAY

Vice President Gore un-
veiled a broad plan Tuesday
bring affordable health
care (0 millions of children
and low-income adults

!
E i

Ohio sald Gore's

oF

e
ek

g

5
4

i
i

i

i
it
H

]

TH
Hi
i

s

Hi
nEéi

EE
i

E
3

E

)
REE

;
)

E

i
£
i

%
E

:
£
!

Epsiph
i
ef a‘E
(3

g
g

E
:
i
§

:

g
§%

can ac-
complish, not just whether it
sounds good.”

Bradiey said he would pro-
pase & health-care policy in
several weeks.
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cess (o health-care plans
through their employers.
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Gore offers Rx for the uhinsured

Business
Sports

Local

Health
Technology
Living - Travel
TV News

Opinions

MSN.com

NBC's Claire Shipman
reports on Gore's health
insurance proposal.
Vice President Al Gore unveils his plan to improve health care coverage

for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los

Angeles on Tuesday.

By Claire Shipman
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7— Vice President Al Gore
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook on Tuesday, promising health
insurance for millions of Americans who don’t

have it.
© COMPLETE STORY 3
ADVERTISING ON MSNBC
FIND
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HEC CORRESPONDENT
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How would you

describe Gore's

health care plan?
A smart set of

incremental
changes.

Too little, too late.

A prescription for
disaster.

(HSN BCINTERACTIVE
Vote to see results

IT IS ONE of Gore’s costliest campaign proposals
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every
child in the United States health insurance.

But what it doesn’t do is propose an overhaul of
the nation’s health care system — a plan that backfired
on Bill Clinton in 1993.

“If you elect me president,” Gore said, “I will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our
country has full access to fully affordable health
coverage.”

Gore’s key proposals:

m Let more people participate in a government
program that offers low-income families insurance for
their children.

m If people earn too much money to qualify, but still
need insurance, they can buy in.

m Parents in low-income families would become
eligible for insurance too.

m Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an
individual policy or buy into a government program
would get a tax break.

a Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early,
at age 55, if they have no other insurance.

Health care experts call the plan a practical one.

“It builds on programs that already exist and
seems to work well and I think it is practically feasible
to get this enacted,” said Ron Pollack, of Families
USA.

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will
propose something approaching universal coverage,
and Republicans and health industry advocates, who
fear that imposing too many mandates on private
health care firms will drive up costs.

Gore won’t name the cost, but he says he can pay
for it.

“Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced
budget,” Gore said.

But with experts

http://www.msnbc.com/news/308899.asp 9/8/99



Candidate Profiles estimating a cost for
the program of

€ msNBC Interactive between $30 billion

* Comprehensive interactive  and $50 billion over

profiles of all the
announced presidential five years, many are

candidates eager to see just how
he’ll make it all add
up.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

TODAY'S TOP NEWS STORIES

U.N. staff pulling out of E. Timor

Gore offers Rx for the uninsured

Reno offers Waco probe to Danforth

U.N. moves toward a Timor force

12 FALN members accept clemency

"Politics" - The critical issues and debates concerning America

MSNBC VIEWERS' TOP 10

Would you recommend this story to other viewers?
notatalt 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 -6 - 7 nighy

© BACKTOTOP %
am MSNBC is optimized for ¢ MSNBC Terms,
1) 2o ® Microsoft Internet Explorer Conditions and
= snap."u'"‘r‘- ¢ Windows Media Player Privacy © 1999

-~

Cover | Quick News | News | Business | Sports | Local | Technology | Living & Travel | Health
TV News | Opinions | Weather | Shopping | MSN | Comics | Find | About MSNBC | Help | Index
Cool Tools | Jobs | Write Us | Advertising on MSNBC | Y2K Statement | Terms, Conditions, and Privacy

* Find * Help = CoolTools * Write Us

http://www.msnbc.com/news/308899.asp 9/8/99




ULIC Wivelis 1caidl Calt piupuasdal 101 ILdlililly Ui WHHOUICU = OCPWIIuCL 1y, 1777

BNNenEspanol’

Check out our

CWN....

MAIN PAGE
WORLD
ASIANOW
u.s.
U.S. LOCAL
ALLPOLITICS
TIME
cQ
analysis
community
WEATHER
BUSINESS
SPORTS
TECHNOLOGY
NATURE
ENTERTAINMENT

Spanish Specials f

custom news
daily almanac
CNN networks
on-air transcripts
news quiz

CNN WEB SITES:
myCNLcom| CRUST

aflpotitics | CN fn

EN ESPAROL
em portuguss
SVEIMSKA
NORGE
danmark

TIME INC. SITES:

GoTo

MORE SERVICES:
video on demand
video archive

audio on demand
news email services
free email accounts
desktop headlines
pointcast

pagenet

http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/stories/1999/09/07/president.2000/gore.healthcare/

allpolitics.com > storypage

Gore unveils health care
proposal for reaching the
uninsured

September 7, 1999
Web posted at: 4:16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT)

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured
Americans into the health care system, including
a plan to give every child in the nation access to
affordable health care by 2005.

To bring more children into the ranks of the
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the
Children's Health Insurance Program, which
helps states provide coverage to children in
working families. States can use the federal CHIP
money to cover children in families that earn up
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected,
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250
percent.

"That is a
commitment
that I'll keep,"
he said.

Gore would
also allow
families that do g
not qualify for
the program,
and do not
receive health
benefits
through their
jobs, to buy into the program. He would give
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he
believes are not fully utilized.
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W.
Bush, the Republican presidential front-runner,
when he noted that many Texas children don't
have health insurance even though they are
eligible for health insurance via CHIP.

"In some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he
said.

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65,
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed
allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25
percent tax credit to help defray the cost.
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at
65.

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach
to changing managed care adopted by President
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the
system failed to win congressional approval in
1994.

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the
system in one fell swoop," Gore said.
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
with American health care."

Gore's plan also would:

* Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace.

* Encourage small businesses to band together to
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms.

« Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of
rights, similar to legislation that Congress will
consider when it returns this month from recess.
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether
he favors allowing patients to sue their health
maintenance organizations and collect damages
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted
Democratic legislation this year that would do so.
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Candidates

Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that
doctors can tell patients all their medical options
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't
have to change doctors in the middle of
treatment.

"They don't have a license to practice medicine
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore
said of HMO's.

He suggested that it also would require managed
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered
from depression.

"I want to make sure that a patient with
depression is given access to care on terms no’
different from a patient who has diabetes," he
said. "And I will begin by improving mental
health services for those who receive Medicaid."

Gore promised to establish new public-private
partnerships to expand access to prevention and
wellness programs and to promote such
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what
the government's role would be, however, nor did
he say how he would finance the new initiatives.

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley,
who has said he will propose something
approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans, who fear that imposing too many
mandates on private health care firms will drive
up costs.

"Others will argue against reforming our health
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by-
step. Some of them will tell you that the only
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution,"
Gore said, in an apparent reference to Bradley.

The Associated Press contributed -

to this report.

http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/stories/1999/09/07/president.2000/gore.healthcare/ 9/8/99
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms

By Scott Lindlaw
Associated Press Writer
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT

LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday
to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by
2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care
system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional
approval in 1994.

*We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell
swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. *"Experience has taught us
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
with American health care."

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov.
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. **In some
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still
out in the cold," Gore said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said
he will propose something approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs.

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily
from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by
Republicans.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WAPQ/19990907/V000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99



“"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move
toward the day when every American has access to affordable,
quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris
Lehane said that would come ""in the near future," but that he did not
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.

“"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be
“'stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be,"
Bradley said.

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage,
and the number has grown by about 1 million a year this decade.
Some 11 million children are uninsured.

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level.
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent.

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250
percent or higher; according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at
the National Conference of State Legislatures.

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program,
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid.

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully
utilized.

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into

such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million
children and adults covered, Lehane said.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WAPO/19990907/V000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for
Medicare at 65.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing “*vulnerable Americans" to
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent
tax credit to help defray the cost.

Gore also would:

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and
is awaiting consideration in the House.

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the
firms. Republicans favor such an approach.

--Press for a *‘real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so.

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's
initiatives “*a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the
uninsured."

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, ““especially since it
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage
for the uninsured."

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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Gore Health Care Glance

By The Associated Press
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT

Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday
in Los Angeles:

--Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance
by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty
line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with
incomes above $41,000 to **buy into" federally subsidized health care
coverage.

--States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage.
--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent
refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack

access to employer-based coverage.

--People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when
they return to the workplace.

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit.

--Would expand Medicaid coverage of mental health care.
© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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The Los Angeles Times
Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children
By CATHLEEN DECKER, Times Political Writer

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton

since the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice

President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure every child in
America and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their
parents, all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005.

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal-state
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a family of four. That
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000
for a family of four.

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in
1997--uses federal and state money to help insure children. Members
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child
in 10 does not have health insurance.

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents.

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan

He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would
enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect
expanding access to one of the fastest-growing segments of the
uninsured population.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality
coverage."

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a
program that could easily reach into the multibillion-dollar range.
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later.



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget,"
Lehane said.

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance
costs. The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions.

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to
Gore's proposals, although most lauded him for tackling what many
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or
employer health plans.

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94
health care reform plan.

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said
that while helpful, Gore's program would not solve the problems of
most uninsured Americans.

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal--and would have
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been
eligible, Brown said.

"It sounds like a number of interesting and useful small pieces

which will help states expand [coverage] if they want to," Brown said.
“But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured
population out in the cold."

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify
for assistance programs but cannot afford premiums for private
insurance. While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people
cannot come up with the up-front money

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday




is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's
Health Insurance Program.

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care
analysts. California, where access to health care has recently been
broadened, would feel less impact than most.

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the
poverty level--Gore's proposal--by next month. The children's program
here goes under the name of Healthy Families.

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details

In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the
presidential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about
the plight of the uninsured but left specifics for later.

His Democratic primary opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health care.
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear
“that the vice president and I have a different approach to the
fundamental health care issues facing America."

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate,
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace."

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his
own health care plan.

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94.

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs.

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort,
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore clearly alluded to the
fiasco.

“This 1s a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying
to what he was comparing his effort. Later, he said rather pointedly



that the country needs "visionary but practical change."

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of

HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles, whose three children are now
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein
in HMOs.

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common
complaint that HMOs too strenuously limit hospital stays.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line,"
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they
have no right to play God."

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron
Brownstein contributed to this story.

Copyright Los Angeles Times
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Gore details health-care plan
By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income
adults and retirees. Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994

“Experience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing
what is wrong with American health care," Gore said.

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care
system, to make our families healthier and more hopeful for the new century
ahcad,"

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program,
which backs state programs for low-income families, including California's
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured.

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent — the
equivalent of $41,000 made annually by a family of four.

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put forth a specific health-care
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul
the country's educational system.

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where
legislators have budgeted an”expansion of Healthy.Families to the 250 percent
level for the fiscal year.

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that earn too much to
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves.

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families.

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed.

“This is a pretty revolutionary proposal because it would be extending Medicare



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel, director of critical care medicine at
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech.

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern
California and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based
insurance, not replace it.

“Employers are smart. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side
effects "

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that
state "one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold."

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to
buy into Medicare; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care
insurance when they return to work.

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in
the fall.

"We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ
from the Democrats," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky.

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign termed Gore's proposal an
unnecessary big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-running
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott
McClellan.

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the
campaign," McClellan said.

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a
program's cost.

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds
good," the former U.S. senator said.

Bradley, who has espoused more universal health-care coverage than Gore




proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America."

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly
after noon to attend what staffers called a series of "private meetings." He also
attended a reception at a private home in the Los Angeles area and then
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood.

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to
Washington, D.C.
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HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR
CHILDREN

BYLINE: Associated Press.
DATELINE: LOS ANGELES

BODY:

Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that all children have
access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the
health-care system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, if he captures the
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system
failed to win congressional approval in 1994.

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there is a
way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong with American health

care.

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W.
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on
their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly was
aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "In some states, Texas
springs to mind, one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold," Gore
said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health-care firms would drive up costs.

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily from




initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by Republicans.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every
American has access to affordable, quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax
increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's
Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore would use.

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in
families with incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block
grants to states.

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.
_m-“
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Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable
coverage available to all Americans.

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, I will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access
to fully affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers.

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by former Sen.
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough
for children in poverty.

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is
growing rather than fading.

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the former senator
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks.

"Some . . . will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size-
fits-all solution," he said.

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging
package of reforms "carefully, realistically and step by step."

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest until every single
American has affordable health care."

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the




Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families.

Currently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in families that earn
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level.

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibility cap would be raised to 250
percent, or about $ 41,000.

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent.
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower the cap below 200 percent.

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group,
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance.

And Gore, promising to spur the states to greater efforts, took a dig at
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential
nomination, also without saying his name.

"In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-quarter of all children are
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable."

Gore would also allow families who currently do not qualify for CHIP and do
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program,
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents'
income.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help
defray the cost.

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55
and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65.

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say that any public
expenses should be "fiscally responsible.”

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the
context of a balanced budget" and not in terms of a tax increase.

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address,
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed:

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights. He has promoted legislation that

would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when care has been
denied.



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace.

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies.

Improve privacy safeguards for patients.
Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses.

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance
organizations.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't
have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God."
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What is the difference between a policy that promises to cover 100 percent of Americans
for medical costs and a policy that covers 95 percent of them? About 1,285 pages.

President Clinton took about 1,300 pages in 1994 to lay out his plan for insuring ever
American. Bill Bradley took about 15 pages last week to describe a plan to increase the
percentage of Americans with medical insurance to 95 percent.

0.K.. I'm comparing apples and oranges. Mr. Clinton's plan covered every legislative
tidbit. Mr. Bradley issued only an outline. Yet the point remains valid. Mr. Clinton's team never
made its fiendishly complicated rewrite of a trillion-dollar industry decipherable to Congress or
anyone else despite nearly a year of intense lobbying.

Mr. Bradley's plan, by contrast, can be boiled down to one simple sentence. He invites
uninsured Americans to buy coverage -- with subsidies for families learning less than about
$50,000 a year -- through the Federal program that currently covers members of Congress and
other Federal employees.

Mr. Bradley achieves simplicity by forsaking 100 percent coverage. He says his system,
by opening up Congress's plan to everyone else, will persuade all but 5 percent of the
population to buy coverage voluntarily. The estimate may be unrealistically low, but it is not
daffy. The Clinton staff estimated that it could raise coverage from about 85 percent of the
population to the low 90's with tax credits and other carrots.

But in the giddy first months of his Administration, Mr. Clinton refused to settle for
anything short of universal coverage. His experts told him that persuading the last remnants of
the population to join health plans would require huge subsidies. So Mr. Clinton turned instead
to mandates — everyone would be required to buy coverage. That required many pages of rules.
With mandates would come opposition, from small business, large business, the self-employed.
[n anticipation, the Clinton plan built in huge subsidies for Detroit auto makers and others. Add
more pages. Then the plan imposed elaborate rules to prevent waste and abuse of the subsidies.
That took more pages still.



Next, Mr. Clinton proposed to redesign every corner of the health care industry, from
the number of doctors that hospitals would train each year to the tiniest detail of the insurance

policy everyone in American would be required to buy. Add dozens more pages of complex
regulations.

Mr. Bradley's plan skipped much of this mess by making a second simplifying decision.
Instead of redesigning health care, he piggybacked coverage of the uninsured onto an existing
health-insurance system, the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program, warts and all. There
are warts. The Federal program provides too little incentive for enrollees to choose inexpensive
plans and imposes unintended penalties on plans that do a good job catering to the sickest,
most-expensive-to-treat patients.

Yet the Federal program works reasonably well, and that is good enough for Mr.
Bradley. Besides, there is a clever incentive system built into his plan. By tying the uninsured to
Congress's own plan, Mr. Bradley insures that the uninsured will be treated well indeed.

Will Mr. Bradley's plan cut the rising rolls of the uninsured? The issue took on
poignancy this week as the Government released data showing that the percentage of the
population without coverage rose slightly last year despite a booming economy. Mr. Bradley's
subsidies, which he estimates will cost up to $65 billion a year but which some experts fear
could reach several times that amount, might be too small to achieve voluntary compliance.

But if the subsidies are raised too high, they could trigger a destructive reaction. Small
employers tired of administering an expensive, complicated fringe benefit might decide to drop
coverage entirely and direct their workers to the subsidized Federal program. The threat is that
many of the workers who lose coverage at work, especially those whose incomes make them
ineligible for Mr. Bradley's subsidies, would choose to remain uninsured. 1f so, Mr. Bradley's
program could wind up doing more harm than good.

Mr. Bradley has responses for these problems. His subsidies would go to low-income
workers even if they continued to get coverage through an employer. That way the Bradley
programs would not encourage workers to switch to the Federal program. And, by limiting
subsidies to low-income families, he would discourage employers from abandoning coverage
for everyone else.

Whatever the outcome of the Bradley approach, whether coverage rises to 95 percent or
something less, Congress could then take a hard look at those who are left out and design a fix
tailored specifically to their plight. This strategy would not achieve a grand leap to 100 percent
coverage, but neither would it run up thousands of pages of rules for Congress to choke on.
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JUDY WOODRUFF, CNN ANCHOR: Both Al Gore and Bill Bradley have made health care a
focus in the Democratic presidential campaign. While both say all Americans should be insured,
they differ on the means of achieving that goal. Today, Pat Neal takes a closer look at the issue --
specifically, at the program that serves as a cornerstone of Al Gore's plan to insure America.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: You Doing OK? Have you been keeping the log that they talked
about with your last visit?

PAT NEAL, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): Eight-year-old Brian just wants the
migraine headaches to go away. His mother, Grace Griffith, was able to take him to the
neurologist because of the Children's Health Insurance Program, or CHIP.

GRACE GRIFFITH, MOTHER: It's just a life saver.

NEAL: Vice President Al Gore says that expanding CHIP could be the lifeline for American
families.

ALBERT GORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: Eventually to get health
insurance to every single American in the country, but do it in a step-by-step way. And one of
the first important steps will be to get every single child in America fully affordable, high-quality
health insurance.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Take your hands and roll them like this.

NEAL: CHIP was created in 1997 with bipartisan support after Washington enacted sweeping
welfare reform. Its goal is to reach children in lower and moderate income households, whose
parents don't have access to health insurance through their employer. The federal government
awards grants to states, which the states match with their own funds. Each state designs and runs
its own program. Most parents like Grace pay a small premium and co-payment.

GRIFFITH: Because I was working, I was able to afford it. It was $15 a month for my two sons.
NEAL: In less than two years since its creation, all 50 states are participating. One reason: CHIP

provides 15 percent more federal money to states than Medicaid does. But CHIP does have
growing pains. Of the more than 10 million uninsured children in this country, so far only about



one-tenth have been enrolled. Bill Bradley's campaign says that shows CHIP has not proven
successful in dramatically improving coverage for children.

ZOILA LAROCHE, MOTHER: I have been trying to get other insurance. And I cannot afford to
pay like $550 a month.

NEAL: Zoila LaRoche's kids and 30,000 others have been on a waiting list in Florida, because
the program's grown faster than the state budgeted.

ROBERT BLENDON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY: Many of the states have not been as
aggressive. Their general feeling has been, as well, this is a problem. You have a child. If you
need it, come down and fill out the forms.

NEAL: Gore says the numbers are growing, and that as president, he has a plan to entice states to
enroll more children.

GORE: One of the things that we know works well is to give incentives for good partnerships
with states, give bonuses to those states that do well, and exact financial penalties from those
state that are falling down.

NEAL: Sign-up would be on-the-spot in day care centers and schools. Enrollment would be
coordinated with the school lunch program. And Gore would mandate mail-in applications.

BLENDON: He's trying to move away from the public assistance image by making it look like
other programs where you enroll. I mean, you can enroll in Social Security by mail.

NEAL: The Bradley campaign says Gore's plan does nothing that's not already allowable by law.
Gore's staff says that's ridiculous. His new plan would provide financial incentives to states,
which expand CHIP to households whose annual income is up to 250 percent of the poverty rate.
That's about $41,000 for a family of four.

Also new: Payments to states to allow parents of CHIP kids, who have no access to employer-
based insurance, to buy coverage at affordable rates.

GRIFFITH: For myself, I would love it. Because I, myself, [ have a1 have a disease I was born
with. I was born with Sickle Cell. And right now, I don't have insurance for myself. I just pray
that I don't get sick.

NEAL: For families with higher incomes but no access to employer-based insurance, Gore
would allow parents to purchase policies for their kids in pools, making the premiums cheaper
than in the open market. These families could receive a 25 percent tax credit.

(on-camera): While Bill Bradley has criticized Gore's plan as not bold enough, Gore's goal is to
build on a program he sees is working — broaden it with the eventual goal of insuring all kids and
their parents.



(voice-over): Gore's goal: To give every child access to affordable health insurance within five
years.

BLENDON: I think he believes since the initial program had such bipartisan support, that this

type of approach, which also is endorsed by many governors, has the ability to avoid political
controversy.

NEAL: The cost of Gore's plan to expand CHIP is $136 billion over 10 years. He proposes
paying for it with the budget surplus if Congress approves.

Pat Neal, CNN, Miami.
(END VIDEOTAPE)

TO ORDER A VIDEO OF THIS TRANSCRIPT, PLEASE CALL 800-CNN-NEWS OR USE
OUR SECURE ONLINE ORDER FORM LOCATED AT www.fdch.com
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(voice-over): Gore's goal: To give every child access to affordable health insurance within five
years.

BLENDON: I think he believes since the initial program had such bipartisan support, that this
type of approach, which also is endorsed by many governors, has the ability to avoid political
controversy.

NEAL: The cost of Gore's plan to expand CHIP is $136 billion over 10 years. He proposes
paying for it with the budget surplus if Congress approves.

Pat Neal, CNN, Miami.
(END VIDEOTAPE)

TO ORDER A VIDEO OF THIS TRANSCRIPT, PLEASE CALL 800-CNN-NEWS OR USE
OUR SECURE ONLINE ORDER FORM LOCATED AT www.fdch.com
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Subj:  No Subject .

Date:  1/4/2000 3:44:13 PM .i#tem Standard Time
From: KaneKohn :

To: EJuradoEsqg

. LONG ISLAND COALITION
FOR A NATIONAL. HEALTH PLAN

Box 382 Hicksvlle, N.Y. 11802-9998 (516)897-3183
January 4, 2000

Dear Ellig,

This was originaly FAX pages «#ich Ive combined into e-mail. Pages 1 and 2 are for Gore, 3 and 4 were originally prepared for
Hillary when Ickes had tried tc inroduce Dr. Bernstein and | at the Hofstra health Care Conference that featured her as
keynote speaker April 20th. B::| “he opening paragraph could also apply to Gore. 5 is a summation of key phrases that we feel
would overwhelm Tom Delay, ! &} Gramm, Dick Amy, Bill Thomas and the rest of the troglodytes. And certainly knock
Bradley for a loop. )

Our organization has been figh - g for over ten years for this, and we have an 1800 person mailing list that also include over 40
related organizations such as,
oLong Island Council of Churc :
oCoalition of Retired Teachers = L.1.
oCommack Retired Teachers

oCWA Local 1104

oCWA Local 1108 P
oEastern Queens Democratic L4 b
oFirst Presbyterian Church oi sxpttown
oFamily Senices Association

olLeague of Women Voters of i folk
oEtc :

3 LONG ISLAND COALITION
. FOR A NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN

P.O. Box 382, HICKSVLLLE, N. Y. 11802-9998 0 (516) 897-3183

December 14, 1999
For Vice President Al Gore = [y Sir
The political dynamics that dre .3 the country in 1968 have returned in 1999. As you may recall, the public was angry and
screaming to get Vietnam off 1.4t backs, and neither political party was listening—but Allard Lowenstein was. By bringing
Eugene McCarthy forward, he 1:f Jed all the anger into our political system to dump an incumbent president, and slow down
the senssless killing.

The same dynamic is here toc ra:..; The people hate the health Insurance companies (HMOs) and wants them off their backs,
and both parties are once agaii ignoring or misleading them.

In 1948, Harry Truman tumned ! lt-;sing presidential bid around. He called for National Health Insurence and asked the wters to:
"Help me defeat the Republicz:i:who are the Party of the privileged". Our Health Care approach can do it again. It will tap into
the anger against the health ir si;;ance companies, and give you the issue to separate yourself from Bradley and Clinton. Both
hawe offered economically, amf ‘ramanely unsound health care plans. Both based on the same error - Private for profit
insurance!

It will illuminate Bradley's disga: =ﬁ.1l $65 billion subsidizing of the for-profit health insurance industry that has failed the
American people.

The NY Times last month ack i viedged that incrementalism is not working. The number of uninsured is now past 44 million,
with a disproportionate numbe 1inewly uninsured being women. The numbers will definitely increase as prices continue to
rise in 2000.
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A June 25, 1998 Wall Street . 1uimal poll showed that aimost 60% of the American people want govemment involved in their
health care. A more recent pc -ty CNN showed 67% and the Rabert Wood Johnson Foundation showed 79%. Qur Executive
Board 1s convnced that these :x nllments must be capitalized on to solve the serious problems of our health care system,
which naturally includes Medi:ie,

64 years ago the Democratic -~ -urly gave America Social Security over Republican opposition. 34 years ago the Democratic
Party expanded Social Securi 'y i0 give us Medicare, once again with Republican opposition. Now it's time to for a third step to
protect the health of the rest | me population,

While the Medicare insurance e ::gram has been a tremendous source of comfort and protection to our senior citizens, it's
basic structure has contained .1 najor flaw since its inception, that must be comected to keep it's mission permanently alive.
By walling off the highest risk !« stor of the population in their own insurance pool, the fundamental basis of economically
sensible insurance is violated: “% *-preading the risk". Old people get sicker and cost more to treat than young people.

Since all young people will so'1:sday be old and need affordable cowerage, the most sensible solution is to enlarge the senior
pool to include the younger se::for of society, which automatically lowers the per capita cost of the system. The final result:
Everyone is covered, choice ¢ '.fiictor is restored, medical decisions are made by trained professionals, and over $100 billion
is saved! The savings could cci’ needed drugs, co-payments and deductibles and long term care. Plus a giant bonus. It will
SHRINK THE SIZE OF GOVE~I*MENT!

The most important point to bir e, 'nphamzed is that Medicare's non-medical costs have always been between 2% and 3% of
total expenditures, as compar i} to the private sector that wastes 20-30% on sales commissions, advertising, administrative
paper work for 1800 insurance: ;itins with small print, stockholder's dividends and CEO mega-million dollar bonuses.

State Health Boards that woul ! itEGO'I’IATE annual regional rates with health care professionals would complete a system of
faimess for the physician and "¢ tection for the patient.

The country must decide betwui two free enterprise systems, one that benefits the insurance industry or one that protects
its health care professionals 21 titizens. We have the historic opportunity to complets the unfinished dream of Presidents
Franklin D. Roosewelt and Har *, fruman - Universal Coverage, which they called National Health Insurance.

Joe Kane - (616) 431-1684

Executive Board Member of Li Z:ualition For A National Health Plan

Associate Publisher of Long Ex:i33h Independent Voice

Dr. James Bemstein - Presiden( LICNHP

Assistant Professor of Medicir ¢ at State University of Stonybrook

and Einstein college of Medicii: Former Pres. LI Gastroenterological Association and Nassau Society of Intemal Medicine

j LONG ISLAND COALITION
FOR A NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN

P.O. Box 382 Hicksvllle, N. Y. 11802-8988 (516) 483-1110

In 1983 we were well aware of liy expenses of sales commissions, huge advertising budgets, stockholders dividends and
millions of dollars for golden p it shutes for the CEO's that the private health insurance companies added to the cost of
coverage. But we feared the p mw and influence of their millions of dollars of lobbying on the Congress, so we decided to work
with them to try to create a cc: fu]meise but a stlll compassionate system for America. That was what the President meant
when he said, "we will build or v 3at we hawe".

The Republican criticism of thii (;finton Health Care plan as being Big Govemment run health care, socialized medicine, or
nationalization of health care, . xddn' possibly be comect, as the plan was based on private for-profit insurance. Our mistake,
and it was a big one, was not ‘% fizing that the basic antagonism between the goal of the insurance companies to increase
their bottomn line, and the goal i:f physicians to get the patient well cannot be resolved. When two FREE ENTERPRISE
SYSTEMS clash in their objet.—il'::-ﬁ‘s, one is going to lose out.

The private for-profit middlemaii nha insurance company) is in control and dictating patient care. Ewven as they continue to

deny needed procedures, cos’! .tra rising, and the uninsured numbers keep increasing by at least one million a year and drive
up everyone's costs.

[FIT §
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Early this month, the NY Tim::« :acknowledged in a front-page story, that Incrementalism was not working. The number of
uninsured is now past 44 milli:++.with a disproportionate number of the newly uninsured being women. Last year the Wall
Street Jounal reported that 5. .of the American people WANT government in their health care. Recently the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation reported ' ¢ their polls show 79% and a CNN poll said 67%.

We hawe to design a system 71l will protect the patients by protecting the FREE ENTERPRISE of the doctors, nurses and
hospitals to provide care base! ¢ olely on the treatment needed, not on the bottom line of insurance companies that call
themselves HMO's,

64 years ago the Democratic /ity gave us Social Security In spite of Republican resistance. 35 years ago the Democratic
Party enlarged Social Securit. i4d created Medicare to protect the health of our senior citizens, once again in spite of
Republican resistance. Now it: lime for step three, to protect the rest of the population from a failing health care system.

If we just remove the basic fla:v it ; the structure of Medicare that has been there since its inception, the goal will be achieved.
By walling off the highest risk ' i ?tor of the population in thelr own insurance pool, the fundamental basis of economically
sensible insurance was violat... Spreading the risk. Old people get sicker and cost more to treat than young people.

Since all young people will scrixday be old and need affordable coverage, the most sensible solution is to enlarge the senior
pool to include the younger se:fur of society, which automatically lowers the per capita cost of the system. The most
important point to be emphasi..i»i is that Medicare's non-medical costs have always been between 2% and 3% of total
expenditures, as compared to i private sector that wastes 20-30% on sales commissions, advertising, administrative paper
work, stockholder's diidends .f CEO million dollar bonuses.

The final result: Everyons is c:nited, choice of one's own doctor is restored, medical decisions are made by trained
professionals, and over $100 Lilfin is saved! The savings could cover prescription drugs, copayments and deductibles, and
long term care. Plus a major tizis: It will SHRINK THE SIZE OF GOVERNMENT!

The country must declde betw'iny two free enterprise systems, one that benefits the insurance industry or one that protects
its health care professionals, i1t in tum, its ¢ltizens. We have the historic opportunity to complete the unfinished dream of
Presidents Franklin D. Roose:slf:and Harry Truman -- Universal Coverage, which they called National Health Insurance.

Joe Kane - (516) 431-1684 -
Executive Board of Member of L{ Coalition For A National Health Plan and Associate Publisher of Long Beach Independent
Voice

Dr. James Bemstein - Presidel LICNHP

Assistant Professor of Medicli -« at State University of
Stonybroook and Einstein ccillz je of Medicine

Former President of Long Islar:| 5astroenterological Association

Former President of Nassau Sui:ety of Intemal Medicine

LONG ISLAND COALITION
'FOR A NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN

Box 382 Hcksville, NY. 11802-9998 (516)897-3183

To summarize our message o iiedicare For all: Health care debate can be won by forcing the focus of the health care debate
on phrases such as:

oShrink the size of governmer :

oSaving the Free Enterprise S nii2m of the doctors

oCost efficiency of non-profit Mutficare

oMsdicare is a restricted insu: e pool. Basic rule of sensible insurance, "Spread the risk" must be applied to secure its
future,

020 to 30% wastage from midsiii‘nan HMO

oSavings of over $100 billion a ;¢ ar while covering everyone

oRestoring prescious choice ¢l 113e's own doctor

Medicare For All results in shr ; ¥ing size of govemment as no more need for:
oMedicaid
oChampus
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oKidney Dialysis Fund

oTuberculosis Fund

oExpanded in home senices ::11 elderly(EISEP }(Not poor enough for Medicaid)
oVeterans will now have choic i uf family doctors and other hospitals
oGovemment Employees InsL i:tice administraters — 153 full time employees

Workmens Compensation ani {iuto Insurance costs will drop as all medical payments are covered in the new system.
McDermott, Wellstone, Stark - uld probably switch from Bradiey.

It would have the backing of :1: 7000 member Physicians For A National Health Plan(PNHP), New England Joumal of
Medicine, Thousands of Docte: ' from the American College of Physicians, American College of Surgeons and many other
medical organizations. (The At fican Medical Association only represents 32% of all Physicians). New generation of Doctors
favor new health care system.

Columnists who would supp 5/ this are:
oMarie Cocco, Robert Reno, I"Hu-nl'nis Duggan, Saul Friedman of Newsday
olLars Erk Nelson of New Yor:. |, aily News
oJack Germond ~ Baltimore S+ and TV talk shows
oMark Shields of CNN Capital £iing and Lehrer Nightly News Show of PBS. Also a syndicated newspaper columnist.

Joe Kane (516)431-1684
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Personal Business

No Small Change as Pension Plans Are Converted

Cash-Balance Plans
Alter Expectations

By RICHARD A. OPPEL Jr.

UNDREDS of companies have

switched to cash-balance pension

plans. But outraged employees who
have seen the value of their pensions shrivel
have spurred lawmakers to investigate and
have pressured some companies, including
LBM., w0 reverse themselves. Here are
some common questions about the plans
Q. How do cash-balance plans differ from
traditional pensions?

A. With old-fashioned pensions, employees
earn most of their retirement benefits to-
ward the end of their careers, because bene-
fits are calculated using factors including
years of service and final pay. Under cash-
balance plans, workers accrue benefits
evenly over thelr careers. Their employer
deposits a percentage of their pay In thelr
accounts every year and guarantees they
will grow by a certain percentage annually.
Q. Who wins and who loses if a company
converts to a cash-balance plan?

A. That depends. Some companies let em-
ployees stay with the old plan. But at others,
employees must switch, and some have seen
the value of future benefits drop 20 to 50
percent. Generally, younger employees, es-
pecially job hoppers, can do better under
cash-balance plans because they will accrue
benefits faster. But middle-aged and older
workers often do worse because convers
sions come just as they reach the age when
the old formula begins to sharply raise the
value of pension payouts

Q. What does a company get out of switching
to a cash-balance plan?

A. Plenty. For starters, many see savings
right off the bat. Before it backed down,
L.B.M. said the switch would save $200 mil-
lion annually.

But there's more. Companies love pre-
dictability, but they don't have much with
old-fashioned pensions, Since they invest
pension reserves in stocks and bonds, which
have been in a bull market, many now have
overfunded pensions. But not long ago.
many pensions were underfunded. A drop in
the markets could put them back there

With cash-balance plans, companies are
responsible only for paying out the annual
percentage of the employee's salary plus
the yearly promised increase in the account
That growth rate is typically linked to
Treasury bond rates. Thus, the company s
more certain about what it owe
Q. Are switches to cash-balancllblans legal?
A. That depends on whom you ask. Conver-
slons cannot cause a current or retired

_‘.m])b)'w to lose retirement benefits, nor
< can they discriminate (llegally against older
workers. Federal law s also clear that
pension plans are voluntary, so any employ-
ér can lerminate or alter a plan, as long as it
doesn't take away benefits already earned
or violate age-discrimination rules. Compa-
nies may also be limited by union contracts
Q. Are government officials looking at the
issue of conversions o cash-balance plans?

A. Yes. The Internal Revenue Service and
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
slon are investigating whether the plans
discriminate illegally Proposals have been
made In Congress to widen disclosure about
conversions or scale back companies’ abili-
ty 1o switch plans (n ways that hurt older
workers.

The Nes York Times

A Retiree’s Work: How to Break the Nest Egg

By JAN ROSEN

MANY Americans have taken to heart
the advice to save for retirement,
socking away some $2.61 trillion in
defined-contribution plans like 401(k)'s, ac-
cording 1o the Spectrem Group, a business
research and consulting company in San
Francisco b

Now, as the first members of the genera-
tion responsible for their own retirement
savings begin to leave work, comes the
second part of the equation: withdrawing
money from these plans

Don’t assume that this is the easy part. To
avold running out of money, retirees need to
consider every aspect of their finances and
life styles. *The 1ssues in retirement plan-
ning are very complicated,” sald Avery E.
Neumark, who is in charge of retirement
planning for Rosen Seymour Shapss Martin
& Company, a New York accounting firm
Because few retirees can handle all the
complications on their own, he recommends
that they seek professional advice

Joseph P. Healy, manager of retirement
and advisory services lor T, Rowe Price, the
Baltimare mutual fund and investment ad-

visory company, says that in addition to
considering market volatility, interest rate
shifts, inflation and tax laws, retirees must
think about individual variables like their
risk tolerance, lile expectancies, living
standards and whether they wish (o leave
money to children or anyone else

Nowadays, the middle
class finds that it can
use financial advice.

Many people — even some financial pro-
fessionals — look only at average rates of
return. Say Mary Smith calculates that she
will need $25000 a year to supplement a
pension and Social Security. She concludes
that if she has $250,000 in her 401(k) plan,
and it earns 10 percent, she will be fine.

Whoa. Her calculations have failed to
account for possible wide swings in annual
returns and for inflation. T. Rowe Price,
having studied the performance of a wide

range of portfolios from 1968 1o 1988, con
cluded that a vicious bear market early in
the period, like the omfe of 1973-74, could
cause the rapid depletion of such a portfolin
That depletion would be further accelerated
by the need to withdraw an average of
percent more each year o Keep up with
inflation.

The rich have long relied on investmen:
advisers and fee-based linancial planners to
manage portfolios and devise withdrawal
strategies. Nowadays, the muddle cla
could also use professional help

Some of Mr. Neumark's cliemts also re
celve retirement guidance from brokerage
tirms, among them Merrill Lynch

T. Rowe Price aims at the middle cluss
with a new service, costing $500, 1o analyze
the options for peoplé within two years of
retirement, or who have retired recently

Cliemts fill out detailed questionnaires,
and the firm uses computers to consider
hundreds of possible retirement income and
withdrawal strategies, as well as possible
market performance variations. From the
results, it recommends three possible
courses, taldored to individual goals and
preferences. The cost includes an annual
review for those who invest with Prici
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VP Press

----- Original Message-----

From: Bill Bradley for President Campaign
[mailto:webmaster@billbradley.policy.net]

Sent: Saturday, November 13, 1999 5:34 PM

To: registered@billbradley.policy:.net

Subject: BRADLEY SAYS GORE USE OF "BCARE TACTICS AND DIVISIVENESS" WILL
HURT GOAL OF HEALTH CARE FOR ALL

BRADLEY SAYS GORE USE OF "SCARE TACTICS AND DIVISIVENESS" WILL HURT GOAL OF
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL

November 13 --

WEST ORANGE, NJ --- Democratic presidential candidate Bill Bradley said
today that Al Gore's attempt to "use scare tactics and divisiveness"
undermines the country's interest in providing health care for its
citizens. Earlier today in Los Angeles, the Vice President falsely
characterized Bradley's health care plan as one that would hurt black
people disproportionately.

"This inaccurate attack is precisely the kind of thing that makes it
imposeible to get anything done in Washington," Bradley said today. "Scare
tactics and divisiveness poison the atmosphere, alienate the public, and
create the kind of political paralysis that has left 44 million Americans
without health insurance and millions more struggling to pay for it."

Bradley has offered a comprehensive health care proposal that would
guarantee coverage for all children and provide universal access to health
insurance for all adults. The Bradley plan also provides premium subsidies
and tax relief for people struggling to afford their own health insurance.
The Vice President's plan is much more modest. It does not guarantee
health coverage for all children, does not broaden access to insurance for
adults, and does nothing to help the millione of Americans who have trouble
affording health insurance.

Further, The Vice President's attack on Medicaid is inconsistent with
Clinton-CGore policy. 1In 1993, as part of its health care plan, the
Administration proposed overhauling Medicaid, requiring poor people to join
health alliances and choose their own health plan. In 1997, the
Administration also proposed a $10.4 billion cut in Medicaid services.

"I want to replace Medicaid with something better," Bradley said.
"Providing all children with affordable health care is the only goal, and
unfortunately Medicaid cannot meet that goal. Bill Clinton had the right
idea. There should not be two tiers of health care in America, one for the
poor and one for the rest of us. Medicaid is too bureaucratic, too
ineffective, and too stigmatizing. I believe the public wants solutions
that work, not attacks that divide."

"Health care for all Americans is the kind of fundamental Democratic
principle I would expect Democrats to stand and fight for. Instead, Al
Gore has embraced the Washington reality that says it is easier to campaign
against your opponent than for yourself."

Attached is a Bradley Medicaid Fact Sheet. Media can also contact civil
rights activist Roger Wilkins for comments on the Vice President's speech
at 202-863-1198.

- -MORE- -

MYTH VS. REALITY ON BRADLEY HEALTH PROPOSAL
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GORE MYTH #1:

Bill Bradley abolishes Medicaid and gives people vouchers for HMOs. He
says he's for the poor but he's stripping them of benefits they now have.

REALITY:

Under the Bradley health care proposal, people currently on Medicaid will
receive the pame benefits as now required by the federal government -- but
they will have greater choice in the doctors and programs that provide
services to them. An actuary at Price Waterhouse Coopers has certified
that the basic federal benefits package for children can be reasonably
offered by a private insurer at around $950. The Bradley proposal was
estimated based on an average subsidy of $1,200 per child.

The Bradley approach is very similar to what Clinton and Gore proposed in
1994: "President Clinton's health care proposal would overhaul Medicaid,
allowing poor people to join health alliances with everyone else and choose
their own health plan." (AP, 1/5/94)

More than half of Medicaid recipients are now in HMOs designated by the
states. This number has grown from 14 percent of all Medicaid recipients
in 1993 to 54 percent today. Twelve states have 75 percent of Medicaid
recipients in managed care.

The reality is that the current Medicaid program is unraveling.

--Providers in many states are refusing to treat Medicaid recipients,
thus they are five times more likely to use the emergency room for primary
care.

--States have different eligibility levels for different ages, employment
status, and family composition, which means the average time on Medicaid is
extremely short.

--As people move from welfare to work they are frequently dropped from
Medicaid rolle, even though they are still eligible for coverage. In the
12 states with two-thirds of Medicaid recipients in managed care, the
number of Medicaid-eligible children with health insurance has dropped by
222,000 since 1956 -- fewer children are now enrolled in CHIP and Medicaid
than were enrolled in Medicaid alone in 1996. (Families USA, October 1999,
One Step Forward, One Step Back) This is the program Al Gore would rely on
to cover children.

Bill Bradley believes that we shouldn't have two classes of health care,
one for the poor and one for everyone else.

- -MORE- -

GORE MYTH #2:

Bill Bradley's plan disproportionately hurts African Americans who are over
represented in Medicaid and will not be able to get needed prescription
drugs, eyeglasses, and hearing aids.

REALITY:

Bradley's benefits for people currently on or eligible for Medicaid will
be comparable to the federal Medicaid benefits. States will be able to
enhance those benefits, just as many choose to do today. There is no cause
for suggesting that African Americans - or anyone else - will lose benefits
under the Bradley proposal.

California uninsured population is growing at the rate of 50,000 a month;
African Americans constitute over 19 percent of that population. Over a





