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Gore urges steps against deadbeat dads 

By Ann Scales, Globe Staff, 10/21/99 

W ASHINGTON - Al Gore, decrying the steep rate of child poverty 
in homes without a father, yesterday proposed steps designed to 

crack down on deadbeat dads. 

"It's time for fathers to accept their responsibility for their children," 
Gore said in a visit to Congress Heights Methodist Church, in the 
impoverished Anacostia neighborhood of Washington. 

Gore proposed requiring states, as a condition for receiving federal 
child-support funds, to force noncustodial parents to go to work and 
pay child support. Those who don't pay would go to jail. 

Standing in front of a semicircle of men who are involved in their 
children's lives and a mother of two whose former boyfriend is not, 
Gore said, "There are too many absent fathers in our society today. 

weekly There are too many mothers who are struggling because their partners 
Health\\,Science (Mon.) are not helping them as they should." 
Food ( ed.) 
~~~(it~-) The vice pre~id~nt announced his proposal ~o re~uce chi!d p~verty_ a 
Picture ~s (F~) day before his nval for the Democratic presidential nommahon, Bill 
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· Bradley, is scheduled to make a long-planned policy speech on the 
subject, this morning at Concord Baptist Church in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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Bradley's aides were guarding closely the content of his speech, but a 
spokesman for the former New Jersey senator said, "A primary focus 
will be helping poor people get more money in their pockets to help 
their children." 

Eric Hauser, the Bradley spokesman, said: "Poverty, to Bradley's mind, 
is a national moral challenge, and we need a level of effort to take it on 
that's equal to the significance of the problem." 

Bradley, who has made eradicating child poverty a signature issue in 
his campaign, often captivates his audiences with an anecdote about a 
child who goes to school hungry one morning because her family is 
poor and it wasn't her turn to eat. 

A Gore adviser said the vice president has been working for months on 
his child-poverty plan and that the announcement a day before 
Bradley's speech was "an accident of timing." 

But Hauser doesn't buy that. "It's pretty clear that he's trying to jump 
the gun on us. This was sort of quickly put together," Hauser said. 

10/21/1999 6:56 PM 
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the gun on us. This was sort of quickly put together," Hauser said. 

In his speech yesterday, Gore said child poverty is epidemic in 
female-headed households. "Children with absent fathers are five times 
as likely to live in poverty," he said. 

While most of his ideas were punitive toward deadbeat dads, Gore said 
it also is "important to understand that yes, there are a lot of deadbeat 
dads. There are also dead-broke dads, as many as a quarter of all the 
fathers who are absent are either young, struggling fathers in fragile 
families that have lost their way, and they really don't have the means 
to support their children and they need help." 

His proposal includes allowing states to use federal welfare money for 
job-training and job-placement programs to help impoverished fathers. 
But these men also would be required to sign "personal responsibility 
contracts" acknowledging paternity, pledging to work to pay child 
support, and to be an involved parent in order to receive aid from the 
Welfare to Work program. 

"Outside of a genuine religious experience, there is hardly anything that 
is more transforming in the life of a man than getting involved with his 
children," Gore said. "We need to make it easier for that to happen." 

This story ran on page A08 of the Boston Globe on 10/21/99. 
e Co~ 1999 Globe Newspaper Company. 
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CAMPAIGN: VICE PRESIDENT SAYS HE'D REQUIRE DELINQUENT OADS TO WORK AND PAY UP OR 
GO TO JAIL, AND 'CHALLENGE' CREDIT CARD FIRMS TO DENY TH EM MORE PRIVILEGES 

BYLINE: EDWIN CHEN, TIMES STAFF WR I TER 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 

Vice President Al Gore on Wednesday unveil ed his vi s i on of "the ne x t. 
generation of welfare reform," saying that he would require "deadbeat" dads t o 
go t o work and pay up or go to jail. 

Gore said he would go so far as to "challenge" credit card companies to deny 
new cards or additional lines of credit to delinquent fathers. 

"Promoting responsible fatherhood is the critical next phase of welfare 
reform and one of the most important things we can do to reduce child poverty," 
Gore said. 

The vice president's anti-poverty agenda relies on a combination of 
incentives and enforcement, offering not only work requirements but also caree r 
counseling, job training and simple friendship. 

"Yes, there are l ots of deadbeat dads. There also are many dead-broke dads," 
he told a supportive audience in a Washington church . 

Gore's proposals came just one day before former New Jersey Sen . Bil l 
Bradley, his only rival for the Democratic presidential nomination, i s t o 
deliver his proposal on child poverty. 

But in an interview, the vice president denied that he is trying t o upstage 
Bradley. "I 've worked on this issue for nine years. The timing of a s peech by 
others may be related to the campaign; the timing of my initiative is r e la ted to 
a nearly decade-long involvement in this area," he said. 

Gore said he is focusing on ways to increase fathers' involvement in 
parenting because studies show that children living without fathers are five 
times more likely to be poor than children l iving with both parents. 

By targeting "deadbeat" dads, Gore's agenda is likely to appeal especially to 
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women--a crucial base o f support t o Gor e . 

The vice president's aides pointed out that hi s proposal c racks down on 
"deadbeat" dads in the same way that welfare r eform cut off aid co womt>n 1-:l1<1 ch 

not find jobs after two years. 

As a condition of receiving federal child s uppor t funds , Gore said states 
should require a go-to-work policy. He did no t o ffer mor e deta i ls , nor d id he 
estimate a cost for the plan. This approach is ba s ed on a 3-year -old program 1n 
Tampa, Fla., that requires noncustodial parents who a r e no t mak ing c hild support 
payments to enroll in an assistance program t hat places t hem i n Jobs . If they do 
not go to work--and pay up-- they can be jailed . 

So far the program has resulted in child support paymen t s to 4, 6 0 0 children 
who would not otherwise have received them, according to officials at the Gulf 
Coast Jewish Family Services Inc., which administers the Tampa-area program . 

Gore said he also would require fathers to sign "personal responsibility 
contracts" that acknowledge paternity and pledge to pay child support as a 
condition of receiving help from the welfare-to-work program. 

When the vice president noted that most women already are required to sign 
such a pledge, many women in the audience of about 100 shouted out their 
approval and broke into applause. 

"I want to lead the next generation of welfare reform that will ask fathers 
to step up to their responsibility," Gore said. 

To help credit card companies meet his "challenge" of denying del i nquen t 
parents new credit cards and lines of credit, Gore would have the federal 
government provide "timely data" on them directly t o credit bureaus, rathe r tha n 
relying on state reporting. 

The vice president's program also inc ludes grant s t o community a nd 
faith-based organizations that teach parenting a nd mar i t a l s k ills . 

The vice president touted his anti-poverty agenda during an hourlong 
discussion with about a dozen parents, their children and social workers at the 
Congress Heights United Methodist Church. 

* 

Times political writer Ronald Brownstein contributed to th i s story. 

LANGUAGE: English 
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Gore to dads: Step up to responsibility 
Outlines his agenda 
a day before Bradley 
By Douglas Kiker 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - Vice President 
Gore urged fathers Wednesday to 
"step up to their responsiblttlies" and 
p:iy child support or rtsk losing wel• 
fare benellts or darNIGine their cred· 
It raling!. The Oemocntlc presi• 
denllnl candidate said he would ,eek 
to expand -m,re programs to help 
lathers llnd and keep work If they 
are unable to pay child support. 

"Tbo many children are Uvtng 
without the lnftuence of their la• 
thers." Gorcsald at Conc,ess Heights 
United MethOdl.st Chlrch. "There are 
100 mlU1)' motheB wbo are struggling 
becnuse of lathers wbo will nol step 
up to their responsibililks." Children 
and mOlhers are n01 Ille only ones 
wbo can benelll from Increased pal• 
emal Involvement. he said. "Outside 
or a genuine religious experience, 
there is hardly anything th1<l is more 
tninsformlng In the Ille of a man lllan 
~lllnR Involved with his children," 
Gore said. ·u can change his Ille." 

Gore laid out his "responsible IA• 
therbood" pocknge one day before 
Bill Bradley, his Democratic prest• 
delllllll rlval, Is lo unveil his plan to 
eradlcale child poverty. Bradley 
spealcs today In New York. 

Gore proposed giving federal 
chlld-s,,pp<>rt funds only to stoles 11\nt 
n,qulre all non~ndlal parents -
mainly fathers - wbo owe child sup­
port lo get a job and pay up, or elSe go 
to Jail. II elected presld~~ Gore said, 
he wlll also require fathers to sign 
-~rsonai ~blllty contracts· to 

get aJd from the Welfare-to-Work pro­
gram. In tile contract. a father •wld 
eclcnowledge pntemlly and pledge to 
work to pay child support. 

Under Gore's pion. tile G')llem• 
ment would provide credit card com• 
penles with dala on "deadbeat d:lds" 
•bo have nol paid child support and 
urge lenders to deny them new credit 
cards or lines of credit 

Gore alsO relemid to another 
group he called "dead bmke dads": 
lb05e Wbo don't pay because they 
cannol atrord to. His pion would 
broaden regulallons llllowlng states 
to use lederal wellarc money lo help 

those lathers llnd nnd keep Jo""-
Gore also ollered measures to 

help ensure children ,s-r:,w up In two­
pnrcnt homes, Including new grants 
to community Md religious groups to 
"help couples prepare for and 
strengthen their morrtage. • 

The vice president Is making a 
habit of pre-empting Brodley's 
speeches. ~ before Bradley un­
veiled a plan last month to provide 
near-universal health Insurance. 
Gore unveiled his olt~rnatlve. 

"Tllls certainly sui:gests that the 
vice president ~rces wllh our llgeft· 
d~.- Bradley SPOkestnnn Eric Hauser 

. said. "But In the end, lhe depth and 
slgnillcance or our propos.lls to solve 
big proble~ Is far greater than Ills." 

Gore spokesnU!n Chris Lehane 
Ind boclc with a reference lo Bntd· 
ley's VOie In the Senale In raver or 
Prcslclent Reagnn's spending cuts in 
1981. "Al Gore's Interest Md commil· 
ment to strengthening ramllies dales 
back long before he. became In­
terested in running ror presldenl, 
back to 1981 when he sla)'ed and 
!ought agalmt the Rengnn budget 
cuts lhot devllslaled proi;r:,ms for 
wnrklng ramllles and the poor: l ~· 
hane IIBid. 
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He rolls out plans to force those who can to pay regular child support, a nd to 
help those who can't get and keep jobs. 

BYLINE: Douglas Kiker, Associated Pre s s 

SOURCE: CONSTITUTION 

DATELINE: Washington 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore urged fathers Wednesda y t o "step up t o t he 1t 
responsibilities" and pay child support or risk losing welfare benefi t s o r 
damaging their credit ratings. 

If fathers are unable to pay, the Democratic presidentia l cand i date sa i d he 
would seek to expand welfare programs t o he lp them f ind a nd keep wor k . 

"Way too many children are l i ving without the i nfluence o f the i r fathers , " 
Gore said at Washington's Congress Heights Un ited Methodis t Church . "The r e a r e 
too many mothers who are struggl i ng because o f fathe r s who wil l not s t ep up t o 
their responsibilities." 

Children and mothers are not t he only ones who can benefit l n.;ir, ; :,, : t.,1,, 

paternal involvement, he said. 

"Outside of a genuine religious experience , there is hard ly anyth i ng chat. is 
more transforming in the life o f a man t han get ting involved wi th his c h ll dt Pn, " 
Gore said. "It can change his life. " 

As Gore laid out his "responsible fatherhood " pac kag e . S P i , 81 1: "1· ,•i,' 

Democratic presidential rival, was preparing t o t ravel co New Yo t k cud , ·: · 
unveil what his spokesman called "a comprehensive package co makP -i m,, " 1 

against child poverty." 

Gore proposed giving federal child-support funds onl y t o s ea Leo L l 1.:iL u ·t.l" . r ,. 
all noncustodial parents -- - mainly fathers --- who owe chi l d suppor t t o gee a 
job and pay up, or go to jail. 

If elected president, Gore said he also would require fathers t o sign" 
personal responsibility contracts," in which they would ac knowledge pa ternity 
and pledge to work to pay child support as a cond i t ion of g e tting a id from t he 
Welfare to Work program. 
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Under Gore's plan, the government would provide credit card companies wi t h 
data on "deadbeat dads" who have not paid child support and urge l enders t o 
deny them new credit cards or l ines of credit. 

Gore also referred t o another group he ca l led "dead broke dads" --- thos e who 
don't pay because they can't afford t o. His plan would broaden regulations 
al l owing states t o use federal welfare money t o help such fathers f ind and keep 
jobs . 

"I want t o lead the next generation o f we lfa r e r e fo rm that wil 1 as k fathers 
to step up t o t heir responsibility," Gore said . 

Gore also offered measures t o help make sure children grow up 1n t wo -parent 
homes. These included grants to community and religious groups t o "help coup l es 
prepare for and strengthen their marriage, become better parents and r educe 
domestic violence." 

GRAPHIC: Photo 
After unveiling new plans to stabilize families, Vice President Al Gore greet s 
Malik Thomas (left), his wife, Kenya, and their 2-year -old daughte r Meika . / 
DENNIS COOK/ Associated Press 

LOAD-DATE: October 21, 1999 
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Gore outlines child poverty plan, beats Bradley by a d 

By KEVIN LANDRIGAN, Telegraph Staff 

Vice President Al Gore said Wednesday that he would offer a combination of "tough 
and a helping hand to absent fathers who owe child support. 

The Democratic presidential candidate spoke at a Washington church and then outline 
proposals for addressing child poverty during a telephone news conference with New 
Hampshire journalists. 

The most controversial feature would be to challenge credit card companies to deny n 
or additional lines of credit to non-custodial parents who owe child support. 

"Either make the payments or leave home without it,' ' Gore said, taking off on a telev 
commercial of a major credit card company. 

"This is a tough love approach that is not only justified but very good for families." 

Gore's speech and comments come a day before his primary rival, former U.S. Sen. B 
Bradley of New Jersey, gives a long-advanced speech on child poverty in Brooklyn. 

Bradley campaign officials accuse Gore of repeatedly trying to trump their ideas by fi 
offering less ambitious plans than he would. 

"This certainly suggests that the vice president agrees with our agenda,'' said Bradley 
spokesman Eric Hauser. "But in the end, the depth and significance of our proposals t 
big problems is far greater than his.'' 

Another provision of Gore's child poverty plan would be to eliminate the tax penalty 
married couples who file jointly and to raise the threshold for working poor so they co 
make up to $29,000 a year before paying taxes . 

"If you eliminate the marriage penalty but don't raise the earnings limit for the earned 
tax credit, then many working families end up losing money. They wind up in a highe 
bracket,'' Gore told reporters. 

Gore also would have fathers sign responsibility contracts to pay child support just as 
mothers do to pursue work if they are physically able. And he urged programs that re 
federal grants like day care centers and Head Start programs to offer voluntary progra 
establish paternity. 

Meanwhile, former Democratic U.S. Rep. Norm D'Amours returned to New Hampsh 
three days of campaigning for Gore. 

The two men served together in the U.S. House for eight years. 

10/22/ 1999 8:39 AM 
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D' Amours said he decided to campaign after Bradley spoke to a Democratic State Co 
several months ago. 

"Senator Bradley is a good man and a good Democrat, but he implied he was the only 
candidate with a sound ethical background," said D'Amours, who was an unsuccessf 
candidate for governor in 1992. 

"You don't do that and then tell people you are a non-politician. He's had this plan to 
years." 

Kevin Landrigan can be reached by calling 224-8804 or by e-mail at kland@ici.net. 

The Telegraph 
Telephone: 603-882-2741 

FAX: Gueral 603-882-5138; 
Newnoom 603-882-2681 

Mallln1 addreu: P.O. Box 1008, Nashua, NH 03061 
Street Address: 17 Executive Dr., Hudson, NH 03062 

E-mail: webedJto~et;r•~h-nb.com 
Copyrt1 t 1 7- 9 
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Gore proposal 
targets deadbeat 
dads 

By Kate Thompson, Journal staff writer I E-mail 

Vice President Al Gore 
Wednesday unveiled proposals to 
toughen penalties for deadbeat 
and "dead broke" dads, an effort to 
continue welfare reform. 

Speaking in a telephone interview 
with Iowa reporters, Gore outlined 
a series of proposals he said 
would strengthen families and 
promote responsible fatherhood. 

Under Gore's proposal, 
noncustodial parents - mostly 
fathers - could be required to pay 
child support, go to work or go to 
jail. 

"Only one out of four 
(noncustodial). parents actually pay 
child support,' he said . "Children 
with absentee fathers are five 
times more likely to be poor, two 
times as likely to drop out of 
school and two times as likely to 
go to jail." 

Gore said his proposals would 
strengthen child support 

10/22/1999 8:33 AM 
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. strengthen child support 
• [NEW] Daily Horoscopes enforcement, make it harder for 
• School lnfonnation parents who owe support to get 
• Home Buyers Guide 
• Apartment Guide 

new credit cards, fix the "marriage 
• Extra Eve~ [Events ... ] penalty' and increase the amount 

Entertainment, comics, 
a married couple could earn and 

events calendar, still receive the Earned Income 
datemaker and much Tax Credit. Gore also proposed 
more! grants for community and 

• Health Care 
• Check out our new some faith-based organizations to help 

'Things to do this couples prepare for and 
week' calendar strengthen marriage. • Real Estate 

• S1ouxlanders Are 
Eve~here Directo~ 

• The rash of Fhght32 
To help fathers be. more involved 
with children, Gore urged 

,.. employers to make workplaces 
THE ARTS ~ parent friendly. He said he wants 

~atre to launch a public service 
CLASSIFIEDS ~ 

,. campaign to encourage 
• Real Estate responsible fatherhood. 
• Employment 
• S101,1Xland Auctioneer 
• Automotive Showroom He said the proposals would 

• Submit iour Classified actuallfl save taxpayers money 
Ads onl ne ... anytime ... and re used to set a dollar amount 
spee1al packages for them. 
available! 

The mark of a newspaper "Experience shows us that we 
approved classified. earn $4 for every $1 we invest in 

i, this kind of approach," he said . 
~ 
0 ~ 

"When we invest in these kinds of 
,p. programs to reconnect parents 

liAS~ * 
National Classified and children, then the taxpayers 
Network are relieved of the burden. It saves 

money." 

EMPLOYMENT t ,.. 
Most Democrats, he said, voted The easy way to find a jo 

or locate a new employee for welfare reform. While urging 
in Siouxland! that parents who don't work or pay 
Free resume posting! child support should be sent to jail 

might be controversial with some 

BUSINESS 
,.. people, Gore said it's similar to 

~ les 
~ what is expected of mothers. 

• [NEW]Salute to Trucking "We require a mother on welfare to 

SEARCH 
,.. work," he said. 

CONTENTS ,. 
But Gore added he doesn't find it 

ARCHIVES ~ 
,. 

difficult to support these issues . 

- "- 1 - I 
"When you do the right thing, it is ~ -"' ... . ~~ ... , -· ~ · ..... ,,. . 

.. -•~ :' ~---------· . ~: sometimes tough, but I don't find it 
difficult because it is the right thing 
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difficult because it is the right thing 
to do." 

The program would: 

• Require all fathers who owe child 
support to pay or go to jail. 

• Require fathers to pledge to 
acknowledge paternity, work, pay 
child support and be involved 
parents. 

• Ensure more child support is 
passed through to children. 

• Streamline the process for 
establishing child support orders. 

• Create grants to increase access 
and visitation of noncustodial 
parents. 

• Urge fathers to be more 
responsible through a public 
service campaign and would call 
for greater involvement by fathers 
in children's learning. 

------------•-w·---------------------
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Gore outlines crackdown on deadbeat fathers 

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ 

Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Vice President Al Gore is proposing a 
crackdown on fathers who refuse to pay child support and 
government help for those who can't afford to. 

"Our nation will continue to suffer social and economic 
consequences unless all fathers do more to help share the 
responsibilities of parenthood, and America does more to support 
them in this role," Gore said in remarks prepared for today. 

At the Congress Heights Methodist Church here, Gore was laying 
out his "responsible fatherhood" package 24 hours before Bill 
Bradley, his sole rival for the Democratic presidential nomination, is 
due to unveil his plan to eradicate child poverty. 

Aides said the vice president's plan also was designed to attack 
child poverty by remedying one of its biggest causes: financial and 
emotional abandonment by fathers. 

Gore proposed giving federal child-support funds only to states that 
require all non-custodial parents - mainly fathers - who owe child 
support to get a job and pay up, or go to jail. 

If elected president, Gore said he also would require fathers to sign 
"personal responsibility contracts," in which they would acknowledge 
paternity and pledge to work to pay child support, as a condition of 
getting aid from the Welfare to Work program. 

Under Gore's plan, the government would provide credit card 
companies with data on "deadbeat dads" who have not paid child 
support and urge lenders to deny them credit cards . 

For the lesser-spoken-of group of "dead broke" fathers who don't 
pay because they can't afford to, Gore would broaden regulations 
allowing states to use federal welfare money to help them find and 
keep jobs. 

The 1996 welfare reform law moved millions of families off welfare, 
Gore said . "We must again call on states, communities and 
employers to help move unemployed fathers who owe child support 
into the workforce." 

Joe Jones is president of Center for Fathers, Families and 
Workforce Development, a Baltimore program of "tough love, 
in-your-face job training and readiness," he said - and which Gore 
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would like to see replicated . 

"We're looking at ways to make the distinction between deadbeat 
and dead broke. If you're a low-income parent with little education 
and no job, we've got to take that into account as we put together 
these child support orders," said Jones, who was joining Gore today . 

Gore also offered measures to help ensure children grow up in 
two-parent homes, including new grants to community and religious 
groups to "help couples prepare for and strengthen their marriage, 
become better parents and reduce domestic violence." 

The vice president is making a habit of pre-empting Bradley's 
speeches. Days before the former New Jersey senator unveiled an 
ambitious and expensive plan last month to provide near-universal 
health insurance, Gore rushed together a more limited health plan. 

"This certainly suggests that the vice president agrees with our 
agenda," Bradley spokesman Eric Hauser said. "But in the end the 
depth and significance of our proposals to solve big problems is far 
greater than his." 

Gore spokesman Chris Lehane fired back with a reference to 
Bradley's vote in the Senate in favor of President Reagan's 1981 
spending cuts. "Al Gore's interest and commitment to strengthening 
families dates back long before he became interested in running for 
president, back to 1981 when he stayed and fought against the 
Reagan budget cuts that devastated programs for working families 
and the poor," he said . 

Meanwhile, a poll released Tuesday showed Gore and Bradley in a 
close race in Iowa, which holds the first presidential nominating 
contest in January. 

Gore was favored by 43 percent of the voters questioned, to 
Bradley's 40 percent, with 17 percent undecided. The survey of 617 
people who said they regularly vote in state elections was 
commissioned by KCCI, a Des Moines, Iowa, television station. It 
claimed a margin of error of plus or minus 6 percentage points. 

Bradley's campaign has gained ground in polls across the country . 
including in Iowa. A survey last month had him within 12 points of 
the vice president in the state, where Gore generally had been given 
an edge because of his backing from the party establishment. 
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" Gore seeks reforms for welfare 

Deadbeat dads are focus of his plan 

By Edwin Chen 
Los Angeles Times 
Oct. 21, 1999 

WASHINGTON -- Vice 
President Al Gore unveiled 
his vision of "the next 
generation of welfare 
reform" Wednesday, saying he would require deadbeat dads to 
go to work and pay up or go to jail. 

Gore said he would go so far as to "challenge" credit card 
companies to deny new cards or additional lines of credit to 
delinquent fathers. 

"Promoting responsible fatherhood is the critical next phase of 
welfare reform and one of the most important things we can do 
to reduce child poverty," Gore said. 

The vice president's anti-poverty agenda relies on a 
combination of incentives and enforcement, offering not only 
work requirements but also career counseling, job training and 
simple friendship. 

"Yes, there are lots of deadbeat dads. There also are many 
dead-broke dads," he told a supportive audience in a 
Washington church. 

Gore's proposals came just one day before former New Jersey 
Sen. Bill Bradley, his only rival for the Democratic presidential 
nomination, is to deliver his proposal on child poverty. 

But in an interview, the vice president denied that he is trying 
to upstage Bradley, saying "the timing of my initiative is 
related to a nearly decadelong involvement in this area." 
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Gore said he is focusing on ways to increase fathers' 
involvement in parenting because studies show that children 
living without fathers are five times more likely to be poor than 
children living with both parents. 

By targeting deadbeat dads, Gore's agenda is likely to appeal 
especially to women, a crucial base of support to Gore. 

The vice president's aides pointed out that his proposal cracks 
down on deadbeat dads in the same way that welfare reform 
cut off aid to women who do not find jobs after two years. 

Gore said he also would require fathers to sign "personal 
responsibility contracts" that acknowledge paternity and 
include a pledge to pay child support, as a condition of 
receiving help from the welfare-to-work program. 

When the vice president noted that most women already are 
required to sign such a pledge, many women in the audience of 
about 100 shouted out their approval and broke into applause. 
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Copyright 1999 National Broadcasting Co. Inc. 
NBC News Transcripts 

SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S CHILDREN 

ANCHORS: TOM BROK.AW 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: 
TOM BROK.AW, anchor: 

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far 
as the president and the first lady. Claire: 

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting: 

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The 
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance. 
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course, 
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

Vice President AL GORE: I will ensure that by the year 2005, eve1y single 
child in ow- country has full access to fully affordable health care coverage. 

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government 
program which offers low-income families insurance for their _children. If 
people earn too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in. 
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And 
anyone earning up to $ l 00,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a 
government program would get a tax break. Gore also suppo1ts allowing people to 
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 
Health care experts call it practical . 

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA): It builds on programs that already exist and 
seem to work well. 

SHIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it. 



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I have put 
forward will be integrated into a balanced budget. 

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30 
and $ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it 
all add up. Tom: 

BROK.AW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al 
Gore campaign. 

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school , are 
their teachers really prepared to teach them? 

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most Ame1ican elementary and middle school teachers don't 
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect. 

BROK.AW: SA VINO OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the 
teachers? 

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does 
food shopping on line really work? 
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NBC News Transcripts 
SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AM ET) 
September 7, 1999, Tuesday 
LENGTH: 276 words 
HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEAL TH INSURANCE 
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD 
ANCHORS: ANN CURRY 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: 
ANN CURRY, anchor: 

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most 
families in the_US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's 
Claire-Shipman has details now. 

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting: 

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy 
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The 
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005. 
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current 
federal state partnership, called CHJP, which offers insurance to children whose 
families earn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to 
two and a half times the poverty level or$ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd 
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their 
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get 
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't 
pai1icipate. And he'd offer s ignificantly subsidized insurance to the pai·ents 
of children who qualify for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid, 
and that focusing on kids is smart. 

Mr. ED HOW ARD {Alliance for Health Reform): It realll Ill.akes a difference. 
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. Tfiey don't get care 
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with 
conditions like eai-aches that tum into infections. 

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of 
this will be cheap, say experts, at least$ 30 billion over five years . The vice 
president says he can.pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his 
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News, 
Los Angeles . 

LANGUAGE: English 



Copyright 1999 Burrelle's Information Services 
CBS News Transcripts 

<= l> View Related Topics 

SHOW: CBS THIS MORNING (7:00 AM ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

TYPE: Newscast 

LENGTH: 69 words 

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO 
UNVEIL NEW 
HEALTH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY 

ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS 

BODY: 
THALIA ASSURAS, co-host: 

Vice President Al Gore reportedly plans to unveil a new health-care 
proposal today. ln an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said 
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's almost 11 million uninsured 
children by the year 200f5. Gore also picked up an endorsement from Iowa 

Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the Iowa caucuses early next 
year. 
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By Stepllanle Armour A 
USA TODAY I"\\ 

In • lllsMecll 'l'tnlon of un­
ll,led pllOae nvmben. enip!O)<­
ea ft settlnl prtvate Mllfl 
addtffles ~ llm't on!y wttll 
rpedll clients, contldl or 
fr1ends. 

'lbemooetowanlconJlden-
1111 e-mlll addre!IM!I - Ott• 
UmUs to Ill but • 1e1ect few -
.. bOomlng • _.. w,:nen 
strva1etomuace •deluceot 
U1IWlllted ma,saca II lllelr 
"l"CIJlat" Hn8l1 eddress. 

"The new sign Of stotus Is U 

·1 have an e-mail that I only disclose to certain 
people. Otherwise It's crazy." - Susan Purcell, 
cooking Web site founder • · 

:,ou have someone's ellle 
e-man,· Slll)'S Andrew GIiman, 
president el CommCore c.­
sulttnc Group, a Washln&lon 
D.C.~ communtcatlOcl and 
inltllnl ftrm. -&mall b Sotnc 
lbrough Ill e-.olutlon. and lhb Is 
!?le next ltep." 
~en ft USln& Ille semi-

seem addresses to: · 
► Dodce unwanted ...,.• IL 

More then oo,r, or Internet us-

en &d Junk e-mail, known • 
,pem, 11 least weeklY, i.e.i on 
1 report t,y the Glr1MI' Group 
of Stamfont. Conn. '!be A!denl 
n..ie Commbslon ,ell ap lo 
4.500 complaints a ~ about 
'""°'1dted «n8l1. 

That's pert!y Why Jf(f Elft. 
bencler of OtlRoed Otplllll -
three e-mail addresses II la 
Sin F'rlnd9co lrwaltMftl ftrm. 

"It -1<S w.!ll " Elnbtncle1' 

-.ys. "'!be Olben llke I back• 
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- confllstoll. $11)'1 Randy Bernard, CEO of 
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- 6-fflall Just tor penonal 
a>t, espondence: "111 1eldom 
SM It OUl ll glYes me Ill oppor• 
tanlty to keep my barlness and 
pmonlllltt...,..... 
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"It's easier than going 

lht'ougll Ill the e-mail," ,nys 
Earl ~nell, • business deve~ 
opment manager II H)(D, a 
Son Jose, CalU.~ software 
~lopmtnt ftrm. w1IO reUes 
on two Mlall eccounts. 

Whtie keeping track of mul• 
llple passwords or e-mail boxes 
can be a hassle, 11111rcy won;en 
SQ)' Ille headaches are worth ll 

"",tu br;e to hr;e a stntel)'. 
I llr;e an e-mail thaC I on!y dis­
dose to certain people." says 
Susan Purcell, wbo b CEO and 
founder of ucook.com, a Bruns­
wick. MaJM. cookln& site. "Olh­
erwlst, ll't crazy." 



Gore Pledges 
A Health Plan 
For Every Child 
~ \ ly ltOIEllT PEAll 

LOS ANGELES. s.i,t. 7 - Vice 
Prul<knl Al Gore p«JpOffd today 10 
C\IAfAMtt ICCUS to allonSable 
health 1111urancc fa, all clllldrtn by 
100s. •xpandina oo a procram en­
acted,_ ~•n apdlal hecon«dod 
had had Umlted IUC<'ttl IO lar. 

Mr. Gore aclulowledced ·111a1 the 
number at Amttleans wlehout heal1h 
COYtrqe had lllcreued lltadily 
lift« he and Pmldenc alnton toot 

Con·, proposaJ ULHS a qve-soon ot 
tquily and lalmtH: Why $110Uld lht 
Government prvvlde 1ubsid11td 
heahll -·~ 10 adullS with chil­
drtn W1111t dtnYln& II 10 aduhs or 
wo<1tin& ac• without chlklrtn? 

Mr. Go,e did - say bOW much hlS 
pcoposals would cost a, ,_ he 
_,Id pay lor !hem. Chris Lthano. 1 
spol(tsman !or tllt Vice PrHidtn1. 
said. "This wlll be done IA the COftlUI 
o( & balanced bud&tt, and Wt'II pul 
OUI a dtlal~ bud&tl p.,_sal la1tr. 
bul wt hive no price tac rl&ht now " 

Htahll<a re txptrtS Hid tht (OSI 

ol Mr. Gort'• proposals would al• 
most 1Urely exettd $14 billion over 
five ~•n - tllt a mount approprla1-
ed by Consress to cover a maximum 
o( 11¥1 atlUion )'OUIICsttn In tllt new 
healtll procra.m for children. 
. >.•J'\1inlstr:>Uon otllclals hive chld• 

otllce. llut In a lpotdl at CIIUdrtn"I . 
Hospltal or Los Anctlts 1n Holly- ed Conaress and covemors !or no, 
wood. he said. .. II you t lta 1M Prest- doln& more to lncrt .aK heallb l11sur-

dtnt. I will Insure chat by the ~•r = :--::'~!111.!~ Is~ 
1~~ 

1005. every sin&~ child In our cow,. ~-- · , . use • '" 
try bas lull acc:css to I.Uy allonSable IOII"""~ Admlnlstralk>n lharu rt· 
hea.llb covera.ct ... Hurly II million sponsibil11y for tllt fallure to lulhll 
children are now uninsured. 

1 

tht promlst ol procrams alrtady en· 
WlltG C.,,ms uuted Ille 0.11- acud at tllt Prtsldtnt'1 ~ 

drtn's Health lnsunnct Procram In Daplte • 'ribnnt -my. Mr. 
1m. 11 caw lbt swa billions ot Gort said today, tbc aumber o1 
doll&n and Clllllldtnblo llmbWty ID Americans wkhouc bulUI IDlunnce 
how !ht _..,. could be 11Md. Mr . • 1w been ClfflQI by about a mlU,on 
Gonuldbe-W~eUctbllltY a ~ar. 
for the pc-ocram by lncreulnc "'" / 11als b "- ot lbt ..., -i&1 lndi­
UmlU OD family 1Dc1ome and by al, CIIOn lllat b&ve_llOl lmprvved under 
lowlai - ,.,_. ID ...U wld, die llrOtl& Olaioa,-Oore __,y," 
lllelr ~ Ill addition, he -W l&)'I a - paper • bealdl policy 
lmf)OM flaand&I pellalllts on tUtU pnpared by Ille Gore camf)IJ&n. 
- fall to - Fadtnl tarcets for E_, tbotap °"'lnu Illas created 
Ille ffll'OUt.- o( cNldftA, while o(, aod eq,anded anent Ilea.Ith p~ 
ft r1nC bonusa for lllla - - &rUU. tN'OU..- bu been .._1111• 
tbe aoals. ' ly Inadequate." tbc ~ says. 

The Admlratratloo said ID July Wblle House offid&ls Ila-.. known 
- u mlWoo 'd>lldra had betn for anen1 yean tbat at lust four 
-,'Ollad .. tbc dllldrta'• ....,._,. mlllmdilldrwa.u,lblt .... Nedicald 
Pf'OCr&m. Mr. ~ said dial he weft IIOl Olll'Olled, Md lllen b ftO 

e¥1d81cttllatlllllaumberllaseone 
-W....,_apea.darkutlbnc dowa.dtsptte~enon.aodu­
mllllo. by- ID4 tlW be was the~ bonadons by Fedttal offldall In 
lore " • little ~led." w..auac,.. 

Alda IO Mr. Cot-. said Ills~ Mr. Gort repealed Admlnbtratlon 
a1s. taken IOCttbcr, oould provide proposals to define the r1pts o( pa, 
COYtrqe for II llllWon to IS mllllon tleftU ID hakb --orcanl· 
Amtricalls, - o( !hem children. U llom. to esubllsl, - pracrlpllon 
The number o( people without heallh dru« bentflU under Mtcllcart and to 
IAsuranct bu been climbln& In the provide a modtll w c:redlt lor tllt 
lut decade and - OCftds C mll• coct ot aunlnc llome care. llut tht 
llon. foa&s o( bl, speed, W&I Oii lNnlUred 

Thi eoal o( offffllOI affordable cNldrtn, aod Mr. Gort o(ftftd lllae 
healdl lllsunnce to all chOdrn, Ideas co deal wkll tbc problem: 
thou&h ambitious, b modut by com- 'The Fedttal Go¥mlmaic lhould 
~ with Mr. QlnlOll'I ori&lnal Impose fkwlclal ptnalllts on IUIH 
plan to C\IAfanltt loealth Insurance 11111 do IIOl mee1 Federal tar&tts !or 
!or all AIMricanl. enroWac )'OW!Clten In Medicaid and 

"We ba"t all loamed lbat wt can- ,ID lbt _,. beaJtb Pf"lr&m fa, chll· 
1101 overhaul the syscem In - fell .drtn. Al the same Ume, the Govtm• 
"""'P.'' Mr. GonsaldlnunderlJnlAc ·- would pay bonuses to ltllH 
the difftrenca bdwtffl bis ap- chat - tbdr aoaJs. (Mr. Gort said 
proach and the &rand ldletllff de- 1lbls would malta staltl accoumable 
- ID ltll by Ille Prnldeac and for tbelr petformanct. But a1dcl 
KIiiary Rocllam CUftcon. - k -w reward - that are 

He also toolt a dl& at Ille leadln& -.:eedlnc, at the e,cptnse o( Ila.Its 
candldale lor tbc lleput,licml Presl• duit are IMIC&llac-) 

_ ~ -inatiaa, Go¥. c-ie w. • Stacacouldapandtllcl!MlkYfor 
1111111 o(Tuaa,D0Unc that-.4ou.nh thc-Qlldnn•a Heakla '-­
o( tbo chlldrw ID tllat 1Cak lact'" Procnm, eo fa.mllles wtdl ....,_. 
lnsuranct - a ill&h<r proportion up IO U dJDes lbt officlaJ powny 
thaa ID al- any otbff IC.ate. lewl could quall(y. Ill - statn. 

Wllllo loaainc OIi dllldrea, Mr. tlw ctlllnc OIi lamlly IDcome b Ml at 
Gore offered atvtral propo&all today tWlco Ille powfty lewl Fa, a famlly 
IO lnauM ........,. ot odu.11&. IOO. o( lour, tllt poftny lnel tbls ~ar Is 
Rt ~ a _,. lax cndlC to ll'-700. 
oflMI 25 ptrctnl of Ille coct ot hullb .M .... alfluenl famllla "-Id be 
Insurance purcllaMd by Individuals allowed IO buy IDlurlDCt _,...,. 
wt,o llaft no access to empoyer- for yoolllpterl dlroup Medic.aid or 
1pon,ored coveract. tllt new dilldrtn'I health procram II 

"T-.y, _,._... lbat pc-o,,1dt the parems ~ lor companies lbat 
COYt,aae ~ a llJC brtak." Mr. Gore do DOt pc'll¥ldo beallb benetllL SUch 
said. " But IIOl -al• - have lamllltl would ...... IO pay tho lull 
to &tt .,.....,_ OIi tlltlr OWL lbal'I premium. but CIiis would oftffl bt a 
j1&11 1101 fair, and wt have to chance bar&aln com.,.red wtlh prices In Ille 
It." privatt marlltt, because la.re• COV• 

Many lltplblkans In Concre.ss t mlDfflt proc,a.ms have mudl &rt&I· 
a.crtt. tr putchasln& power lllan lndMd-

ln addition. Mr. Gore's proposal 10 uats. The Gort campalp said lbtre 
upand Ille Cl>lldrtn's Htaltll Insur- were more 11\an ,_ million unln• 
ance Procram, created In 1m. 
_,Id t xttnd CO¥ffa.ce IO the Rvt11 
mllllon uninsured adults whoH dill• 
dren a re t ll&lble !or ellhtr Medicaid 
« Ille new chlldrtn' s procram. 

The lotlc ot tllt pr-ul is 1lmp~ 

1/7-
Most uninsured children come from 
lamllltl ID whldl tht parfflU art 
tlltmselfts uninsured. llut Mr. €l1c~c.\u Uork €imcs 
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Excerpts From Gore's Speech on Care 
FoUowtn,1 arc uctrpts from a.n address on 

htollh cor, yultrdoy by Vo~ Pruld<nl Al Corf o, 
lht Cluldr,n•, Hotptol o( Los Allftlu, cu r<eordtd 
by The New Yor• Tl-s: 

For mort lhan 50 yean we have been •nc&&td In 
a battlt 10 provide lht kind ol hullh cu, a cn,&1 
IUldOn OWtt IU ptOpk ~ alttr !hat loo'& OffllW)' ol 
tllon. conllkl and conum. II Is time 10 move PHI 
lhtortlle&I and philosophical divisions beyond a Sltr• 
lit dtbalt aboul la~ls and absrracllons 10 uk Whal 
wt can do now IO lallt cx,ncr~t. spedflc, rtallslk 
lltps IO Imp,- hullh COVtr&&• for all ol lht 
Amer1can p,oplt. 

Today I'm pn,pocln& and wtlh yc,,r htlp u 
Prtsidenc. I will fi&IK for a Hriu o( lttps 10 do jllSI 
!hat. We mllSt udwtcanlnsurt asecot rllhUaolhat 
all Amtncans can have btallh c:overaae and acNally 
Id lht ur, !hey art - all Americans who have 
hullh c:overace. wlll Id !he C&N !hey are -!tied IO. 
Wt IDlllt and wt can IOQln - IO affordable 
quality .l>eallll Cart for t'vt,Y dllld IA Ibo -lrt 
c:ounuy by lhe year JOOS. Join - - and wt wlll do 
lhaL Wt must and " can - -ard - IO 
alfordablc, ~ huldl C&N for t'vtfY Amtt1can 
family. 

T1lls Is a fuDdamentally dllfttml approach. Wt 
bavt all lt&llled 11W we cuno1 Clvtffialll lb< ty11tm 
•-f•U--Ezporimctbaltaaptudwlbert 
ls a waylO~wllallsrtcblnllefildnc-11 

WJ'OIIC -- btallh caR. The locus ol llY ~ Is btallb can lot 
~ tamllla. II w1II put doc:IOn ud pMleDI.I In 
c:twse.- K.M..0.'11111d luunAct CIOaljlUlea. Tllo 
llepc lMI I'm~ i.,:t today w111,....._ 
occeu IO alfordablt btakh CO'ffl'ap for t'vtfY cNld 
IA America and wlll pnMde hwllKare Ol'(loDs for 
millions -. ldulls. But It( - be cltar. 1/t C&MOC 
mt until t'vtfY Uftllt Amtncan bas atfonlablc 
h<allh cowrqe . • .• 

Some will ar1ue that areater access co healch 
ur, Is a luxury we can't affo,-d tven u Ibey cover 
out rtC:O<d surplus for lht specW IAttresu and 
p<'CPOSC 10 blow It on a risky tax Kh<me thal would 
drive us f'1&hl back Into splrallnc Fedtral dtficlu. 
For more lhan two dte&d<I I have _,, lhe llfllUI• 
~•- -rkln& famUlts and ._ial lnttrtSU The 
IObacc:o lobby, lht cun lobby, - who 11ood ac•lnst 
lht Family Leave Bill I co-sponsored In the ~natt. 
We've had 10 flcht them au and we're no1 abo<ot to 
stop now. Others will arcue qalnsl rtlormln& out 
h<allll<att 1ys1tm carefully, rtalisllcally and llep 
by 11<1), Some ol them • Ill tell ye,, lhat lht only 
ae«ptable answer Is a onwu.e-lits-all llOlullon. Bur I 
belltvt Amer1canl know betrer. They know, you and I 
know, we need Ylllonary bur practlcal chance, 
chance lbat can be <MCltd IIIIO law, c:hanc• Ular 
woflts for workJnc f amlllts, chance that meeu their 
cares - oonc:ems. lhal rapec.u lhe divtrllly of 
bu.llh<art eeeds. Our cau.H Is wot1'lnc famlllts. 
And In d\ls campalcn and In lhe yean thud, ltt'• pu1 
lhtlr lntetUU first. ahtad of lht 'l)tClal lnlertsu. 
ahtad °' anylblQc. 

Thi, Is a tlftlque - for out nalloQ. for out 
people. O,,r ec:onomy Is IUOIIC, lndted ft art In lhe 
midst -« !he lonctst ptrlod of prospuUy In our 

• .,._rme history. BUI wt know that prosptrlry alone 
will not meec lhe c:haJlen&u dw wt f- IA Ammcan 
lauldl Ute. Altd U llanyl'Nman mnlntled Ill ...... 
bt bee• Ibis flpt 50:,un &CO, In a dmeo(-ri, 
ry, " cu afford muy lbJncs. But W-bc&lcb wlllcb 
can be PffW:ftled or cured Is - lhlft& wt canno1 
allord. 

1/e - UH OOII' prolptt1ty now to lw1nc new 
chance to our h<allh<art system. to mike our fam­
lllts healthltr and more hopeful tor lhe new tffllu.ry 
abud. That'• lht lcJnd ol chance 11W WoOrb for "°'"" famlllcs. And d\&1'1 wily I'm l"IIMln& for 
Presldtn( ol lht Unlltd Slalts. 

sured chlldrs IA famlllos w\111 I& 
comes n...Sln& 1.5 times tht olli• 
clal poveny level 

HuJlh.<are ui,ens said Mr. 
Cort's proposals wwld cxarly help 
aome workJnc famlllts, bul mlchl 
dlvtn 11attl from lht taslt of flndln& 
and fflrollln& chlldrtn who art a.I• 
rtady tUC!bk fo,- htalll\ b<Mhu. 

for enrollinc cNldrtn In a procram 
lhar alrudy ott- states a ,eMrous 
l lnandal IIICffltivt lO do JUSI lllaL In 
!he new Ouldru'• Health htsuranet 
l'fOlram. u In Mtdlcald, lhe Ftd­
tral Gowmmmr and lh• 1111,s 
share lht cosu, but lht Fedtral Cov, 
emment pays a 1trcer lhart of lht 
costs In lht aew procram. 

Int~ IO rtsion h<altll lnsvraoc:t 
for tens ol lbousands of d\lldrtn who 
losl COYtrt&t when lhtlr faa,Wes 
were rtmoved from lht wtllart 
rolls. In~. IDOSI such dllldrtft 
Wtrt stW ellclblt lor Medicaid. bur 
their parenu did noc alway, rtallze 
It. and officials In some llatts Im• 
proporty CUI off htallh benefits alone 
with cash assistance. Mr. Gort would,, •• SlltU a bonus Some ol Mr. Cort'• fM"Oj)OUIS are 

€be~cUJ ijork ~hues 
~' 
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Gore Outlines 
~roposals on 
Health Care 
Guarantee,d Coverage 
For Children ls Pledged 

CWTCnOy without health insuranc,. 
-We l\avt all learned 11\at ~ cannot ovtrl\aul 

tht aystem in one fell swoop." Gore said, borrow· 
in, a line used rtceriOy by font lady Hilury Rod­
ham Ointoa. whole ambitious health morm fllan 
~ in 1994. •~ bas tauct,1 us lhl 
thtTC is a way to l!ttp wt,at is richt. while fwng 
wt.at is wroni with Amman health care: 

Centtally, b'btnl and c:ocucr,ativt health eirt 
ad¥OCates mcttd fa~~ tht pn,posal. "In a 
ptrlod ol io=mto~ is a big deal and 
~ctiaJ.· wd Roa l'olladt, exeaativt ditee-

Thc ~ ~~~ 
~ In tht middle ol the ltadiAt presidential 
ooau:nden. Bill llradlcr, the GIiiy oChcr Dcmocnt 

8yC.c1 Co1111ouT in the nee,~ be wiD IOOll ~ a bolckr 
and AJ,y Cow1n11< IDll-l1IDoll ~ expmar,e plan that 
r.~-St.of/Frilcn willcalloromi--ieccaatolmanDce."Mil-

. liolll ol Americam line ICrioua - about 
·,\'I« l'reliclnlt Gore ~ procnia<d to the nallability ot llallh Qtt --are 111d the 

paranttt acicea to beallh ...-uice lor all dlil- -6tfoltbelrarc."llndltreald. "Tmcladtoett 
dml by 2005 IS put of a cuapalp propoul that lbat !be -rice pralda,t WRS 111f 1ldie{ that th<ae 
COllld exteod CO¥mC" to II aar IS «--third ol CIOIICfflll ebould be a lop priori(J,. 
the-C milliooAmericaa:s wboare-~ Texas Go¥.~ W. &sh 1111d oChcr llepub-
· IJI a a,.jot speech that laid Olll bia YlaioR ol bow 1icana line DOt o«cred cktailed 'l'lewl Oil bealtl1 

to lliic,etbeutloa'1healthcare1J1U111,Gorellso care boit lD,-nl "-oppoeedthellC...t expan­
saicl that. If el«ted praideat, lie -id1lelp par• lioft ol ~ procnms.. "Tbt pa-nor 
aitaaad people ow,er tbe a,tol SSobtaiD~ doem' bdieft a lartt ,-rnmait eolutioo Is the 
f«lbe int~ tbtou&h the coualrYI pul,lic • 1-- to fffff .ro'>!-:" aid ~IWODIIII 
lllmlllt ~ . · Mindr Tucm. addiaC that Baah,... to IDaase 
. '(bew,rpr...idcatc:aledlor•-171Caa!"6- emollmeatbypeG!llewbo1ttell&lbklor~ 
IIWial .,_.. aad ,-Idea to lielp motm1e pa eat halth........, 
~ do a bdla' _job ot locatlDt tbe llllillioas ol In W. ll)ffltl. Gore lmCled Ollt Texas for 11s 
childrm wbo qaality lor-W are DGt mroled w,e aaml>er ot ~ dlllclral, DGtla( that 
~ and the (0¥Cnllllellt'1rdlllvtty- one-quamr ot lhem •are 11i11 out ID the colcl.. 
0,ildm,'1HealthlnturanooProcr-am,.Alldbepro- 1J1 1 - deli-,. that nmy dmattd 
.,_,ta.,._ ol 25 percmt tu bttab to make from the prq,ue,! tat acrolliQf OCI his Ttld'roato-
imur-,e - lffotdahle to amall .-and 
,.. who -6 to buy it Oil their own. 

~~~=~~ 
farailJ • Gott aid at Olildrell'• Hoapital o1 Los I 
~ in the latrlt in I aa-lea of~ limed 
at burDishin( • ttpUtation lor aubmntivt policy 

~he offtttd Stwtal - ideas. larf• parts 
o( Core•• plan &mOWlt to a continuatioo ot !'mi· 
d<-nt Oint.on'• proposals, indudill( ioitlativts to 
help disabled people l!ttp their~ ii Ibey ~ 
tum to wont and to Ci.,. w b~aks to Amtric:ans 
lor lone~ care. 

Gore aid he Ill~ the adminislntioo'1 propoe­
al to - the ~ budc'et aurpluaes to l!ttp 
M«1icate &om l\lllNII( 0111 ol _,- atly In the 
- ceatury, addin( that be ~ the politi­
cal!r"upopuiar Idea"' maldnt,.. wait loattr 
befcitt Ibey CIA joiD the aatiOD'I bealtb .,__,. 
PfGCl'WD btbecldert,. But.adaerwiae, be-~ 
inarb1J1Y deDt 011 the health care i1111t oulDc 
amot~ bow to ratnac111tt Mtdlatt 
10 that k· ranaina filwtdalt1 IIOmDt well into the 
'-e. . 
· · 1a 11!r1nC out hll ~ ot tbe futw-. ol bellth 
"""· Gott put the lsl,,e o( - bad< Oft tbe polit­
ical front-oamtt at. time whm the nab ol the 
~ havt been -Dint br about 1 million 
eac:h J"W'- But he did 10 ina far1110tt-1lous man­
- lhlll the healtb<arNor411 pitdl that - alley 
thcmr ot Bm Oint.on's 1992 presidential cam-

~ Gott almost t,natd about the timlts ol 
his pn,poul. tho<tCI, ollicials familiar with the de­
uils ol the plan pttdicttd that it would providt 
cmcnce to ptthaps 15 million childttn and adults 

Ter, Gore mdhodically IIUMk bia cut lor "mion­
uy but pn,ctlcal ~ -. Tht -rice praident ,. ... 
DO dole IS to bow much W. plan WOllld COit, and 
aldesuldllmpythatallotGott'1cuapaiCD prom­
~ WOllld be paid lor wi1hin the coatext ol a bal­
anced bud(et. 

As be bas done with issues audl u tducation. 
Gore is attanc,tin, to expand 011 the health care 
loundation laid br Ointoo without radically d~ 
partill( from it. H~ rdt.ented bis 111PPOrt for a ·pa• 
tientl' bill ot rict,ts• that the adminislntion wants 
Contress to adopt to protect people in ~ 
care plans. 

"I un DGt utis&d whm lile-««ath mtdial 
ckcisioaa are inadt br HMO burealacnls at the 
olherendol1~1iae •• beuldto~ 
from about 100 boaplta1 o11icia1s and anion mcm­
ben.. "t1,ey do!t' ~. lioeme to pnctioe medi­
cine ot. ri&ht to pllJ God. • 

Tht acws ldeu■Gare'1plall 1tttbecomtd-
. latloi. o( ~ to cxt.ead liealdi -. to 

- "' t1,e at1ao•, amlllal'ed clllldren uc1 f111• 
au. l-k aid the pamDellt .a-id expaod diei· 
bility ill the Oalldreo'1 Healtla 1-uct frocr-am 
br about 1 mlllloe ,-iclten. by rallinCthe di&l­
biliCy cdinl to about '41,000 a,-• ..,_ lor 
• family cl four. Familiel ,rith lllcher lllcomes 
~ be ano-1 to buy imuraDct throqll the 
procram for about Sl.200 a,-. 

Qated ID a 1997 budcet acr-t bttweeo 
c.x.,reu and tbe Wbltr ff-, tbe S24 billion 
procram was inttoeled to a,wa- about half ol th• 
111tioa'1 l l mnlioa anww-ed childrffl. But accord­
int to the IDOll tteent count. GIiiy 1.3 millioo are 
takill(part. 

c,,,,,.,,up ~porttdfr- Los Art1tlu. Co/d.stlin 
fro"' WoshilltfO,I. 

~I)(' lun.slJington post 
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Gore Places His Emphasis on Children 
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative 

By J tA1<1<• C\i""',.;s 
s,.,r It,,,.,,,, •I Tue W...u. ST111:n Joua,,.AL 

WASHINGTON- Viet Presldffll Al Gott 
propos,d w credits let lamllles and -1C· 
en w11o must b11Y lhttt own health 1nsuranct 
and financial bonuses for stales thal llcnlll­
canll)· lncrust the chlld huJth-art rolls u 
pan of his new healtl>att lnill&~. 

Unvtlllnt lhe plan a l Ollldren·, Hospl· 
lal In Los Anc•les ytsttnay, Mt . "Gott 
vowtd to takt a 
"lundamt ntally dil· 
ltttnl approach" lO 
t,.,.lth·urt rtfonn 
than Presldtal CUn· 
Ion did. " Wt havt 
all lt amtd thal ft 
canno( ovtthaul the 
S)'Sltm In OM ftU 
swoop... the Ylc:e 
pmlcknl uJd. "Bx• 
pm<IICtllutauct,I 
us that lbtrt ls. 
wa.y lO MfP wtlat Is 
rict,1, wtillt flxln( 
what Is wronr with 
Amttlcan bulth care." 

Mt. Gott'1 lnltlatha pnmarily ~ 
build en-aJmidy lalroduoed ct ldop1ed 
by the Clialoa &lblalstntloD. But Cl­
matdy, he said. bb Coll u pmlda,I ~ 
bt 10 ttlSlft 11111 ffllJ claUd In Ille U.S. bu 
lttffS lOquall(ybtaltbcare b)'JDOS. 

Arnone his uy ,c-upoun are: 
• All tll)allSloll or tbe Oilldrtn'I HWlh 

lnsw-a- Procnm. a fedually fuaded 
stat• hu~ procrua that~ 

Officials Kept 
Russian Probe 
From Gore 

BylloeOAl'lS 
Sl• /J lt'°p,,rl «"f" of TN£ WALL $Ta&.CT Jov"-NAa. 

WASHJNGTON- Tlusury, Slltt 0.­
panmt nl and Whitt House olfid&ls 
1 .. mec1 this sprin(or all•ratJonsot a mu· 
•ivt Russian moaey-laundtrtnr optnllon 
lnvolvlnrBukoUlewYort Co., but didn't 
pl$$ the Information 10 the Yic:e pttSidtnt 
ctp.-.sldtnt. 

Viet Pmidtnt Al Gort, ID partlcular, 
has ..... critlcl&td by ~bllcan 'pres!- I 
cknllal candidates for belD( "OUI ot the 
iooi,·· on the money-11111\dtrlnr probe. M- I 
•Pit• his poollon u cb&lnnan or a bin&· 
lional commission that OVffSftS IIWI)' U • 
()t(IS ot U.S.-Rusll.a rNUoos. "U tbtrt 
was a loop ot pte>pl<, that loop wu fanned 
on lht day Wt ~ lvtd I brltflnr" lalt lul 
month, saldaGottalck. ··11c11c1n·tulstbe- ·, 
latt then." 

Bui lffllot admlnlstntlon otflclals >'ff• 
tmlay dttalltd, r« lht nrst Umt, a senes 
of contacts by whldl ftdttal otOclals 
ltamtd or tht money-laundtrtnr probe by 
U.S. lnvtSti(llcts .. 

Trusury ollicl,\s ltamtd of lht uls• 
Pfmst 7l1nt to Po,fe A 16. Cl,/u~• 

v\dts covtract to chlldrtt1 lrom lowtr•in· 
comt lamllies. Undtr lht Gott plan, th• 
procram would bt adjusttd to apply to lam· 
lilts t amlnt u mucll u 2:50'1- o( lht 
povtrty nte, or about $41,100 fct a family 
ot IOW'. About one mllllon chlldttn would 
fall lDto lhe ntW Cllti')<Y ol eovtnft. 111• 
plan would also p,nnll low·lncomt partnts 
to bll)' Into lhe procram. In addition, rami· 
lies that urn more than 2SO'r. or !ht 
poverty nte but don't havt private btaith 
lnsunnct would bt allowtd to bll)' lnlo the 
prornm .. 

• A provision that would cnnt naancial 
bonuses lO stain that fflffl child health· 
care tnrOllment tarrtts and rtductlons In 
CHIP lundln( fct tl>OSe that fall lO I.how 
pcorras. hdtnl studies hlvt si-n that 
mWloas .ot dllldttn ellltblt for eovern· 
lllall-uslsled health care are 1IOI tnrOlltd 
In the procnms. Mr. <llatoo rtantly un· 
ftlltd a eenes or lnldaUftl aimed at In· 
cnaslartm'Olllnalt lllat nap! lrom dis• 
patclllnr feclcnl ID,atJcators to mlew 
--.ie procrams to~nrlttttntopublk· 
ICllool pnndpals. Mt. Gott would takt 
llloH cttorts a atq, harthtt b)' lhdudillr fi· 
ll&DdallDcftltlftl. 

•AaewlUcndltthl.lwould-M 
ortbe pttmlllm-lor. fttle(yof peopk 
wt1oareeicumat1yCOffl-ed by lnsunnct. 
Fw aamplc, the cndll could bt used b)' 
people aced 15 lo 15 to bc1J llllo Ncdicare. 
bylllllll ~IOofl«:tmployea In· 
aunace ~ . or by famllles who are 
lootlar lO lKIY prmle i-a-. 

0,,,/i,ca,ed FrOllt l'Dgt .u 
ltdct of the IDvtSllptloa In April from rtC· 
ulalOn at the Ftd<nl Rncrw Bank ot 
Ntw York. Trusury oflkuls wttt lOld 
thtrt wua·t lJU' nldtact thal U.S. ct ln­
ttnatlonal Mood&ryFIIDd raources wm 
lnVlllvtd ID the_,, laundfflnr, a ~nlor 
aclmlnlslntloa offldaJ uJd. 

Tht Tfeuwy ~nl tht.n rtlaytd 
tht lnformallon up the c:hala of c,ommand 
to then•Tteuury Stttttary Robert Rubin. 
Mt. Rubin hu told fonntt coilta(lltS that 
ht doesn't remember btln( told o( tht mat· 
ttr. But the Wctmallon wua't pustd 10 
lffllor Whit• House ofTiclab because It WU 
c,x,sldtrtd to bt tht pnmnce of tht Justlct 
Oepartmcnt. the admlDlstnllon ot(lclal 
said. 

Al the time, the Tru.uy WU oooslckr• 
In( what conditions the IMP lhould 1Ds1st 
upoa to proe«t any future loans to Russia 
a(llast lheft or misuse. Tru,ury of!ld&ls 
"neatuaJIY deftloptd I plall In wblcb 1111 
IMP loam would fO to pq otf Rlmla'I U· 
lsUQf dtbC 10 the futld IDd WOOlldn't pw 
throucll ~ -TIie OIDtoo offlclal said 
111&1 leanllDr about die~ 
probe dldn'l affect tht ulquanls that 
wtre ICJUCht. 

Sepantdy, In Mardi lffl, Stal• 0.­
partJMnl otOclals lw1ltd from a fettltn 
(OVffllllltfll lhat Baal: ot New Yon: wu be­
lnC lnffSUrated. State 0tpar1men1 om­
dais tbal -~ lbelr eoUearues wtlo 
won on crime and comllJ(loa Issues a1 lht 
While Houst'1 Natlonal Security Council. 
T~thtt. the State Otpartmenl and HSC 
otflclals brldtd the Justlct l>tpartmtnt 
and Ftckn.l Bureau or lnftSUCallon on the 
alleflllons, two ~lllor admlnlstnllon om­
dais said. Ntlther tht Justice Otpartmffll 
nor the FBI would conOnn the ulsttnct of 
the probe at that Umt, the otnclals Hid. 

Aftmranl. the Olnton ofTlclals said, 
Stat• 0tpan mtt1t a nd HSC officials WllUld 
--remind .. tht Justkt Otpanmtnt and f'BI 

_!HE WALL STREET JO~ 
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ot the.Ir lnltrest. But lnv..U,ators didn't 
ltll tht Stalt Oepartmtal ct NSC about tht 
probes ct whether fettlcn-poltey lssuts 
Wtrt lnYOlvtd. As I result, said I ~nlor 
Clinton admlnlstnllon olfldal, tht aUtra· 
lions CIDIICffl1UI( _,, launderlnr and 
Bank ot NewYort 'ftmi' t passtd on lO pol· 
tey offldals at the While Houst ct to lh• 
Ylet prtsidtnl'I offlct. 

Administration otlid als make I distlnc• 
lion btlwttn the lnlonnatlon provldtd by 
Ftd olllclals ct OYffM!U ccotae!S, and the 
Justlet Oep&r1mtor, lonnal money-~un­
dtrill( probe. Tlusury, State and Whitt 
House orllclw, lndudlnc Mr. Gott. 
wtttn't bndtd about the formal Justkt 

. Otpartmeal prol/t unW lrOWld Aue. %7. 
11le Fed bu been looldDC at questions 

ot Russlu money laundertnf for som• 
IIIM. In lffi, II CIOllducttd an Inquiry lnlo 
pcalblc lllqa1 banklnr acl!Yltles b)' 

,.,_Meaaltp, die Russian but that II - a ~ IOCUS of tht money-llWldertn(probe. Tbat 
tn,atJcallon Included a Ylslt lO MOSClOW bY 
a lop Fed official aad a mtttlnf In Wuh· 
1na1o11 bt<'Wffll Fed IDftSUCalOn and 
Mtnaltp Vice O\alrman Koastanlln Ka· 
(l.lovuy, - • leadlnc l'lcurt tn the Banlt 
ot Hew Yon: lnvtStl(allons. 

Presldeat Clnton plans to nlst the 
money•laundertnr cue with Russian 
Prime Ntnlsttt Vlldlmlr Pulln wtlffl th• 
two meet this wettend a t an economic 
awnmlt In New Zealand. Mt. Clinton wants 
10 usure Ille Rllsslans thal the probe Isn't 
btlQ( drlwn by U.S. domtslJc polillcs, said 
a U.S. ofTlclal, and tmphaslu U.S. con· 
ctrns thal IDlffllatlonal loans and a id nOI 
bt abused. lnveaUrators are loolclnr 11 
whtthtt IMF IOans -nrt lmproptrty di· 
vtned Into otllhort I CC!lW\ts. 

"'Tht ptUidtnt hu always bttn con· 
cerntd with Issues of crimt and comipllon 
In Russia, and hu nlstd that tn his mttl • 
Ines with Russian olficials:· said Whitt 
Houst spotesman Jc>t Lockhan. 
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Gore shares plan 
to expand access 
to health care 
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Bac1c to ld1oot l'rasi<:tsC anion Ult.es quesliorw wm mt· 
gad,rs • Booke 0.0.. e.nertay School ii Chey, Md 

Politicians greet students 
with ed~cation proposals 

By Laurence Mc:Qulllan 
USA TODAY 

Vl« Preslden! Gore un• 
veiled a broad plan ~ 
IO brillg altotdlble bealth 
an IO mm. ot cHldren 
aad low-Income adults 
lllnlugtl a PRlCl'affl of lax 
credllsand tundinc ~ 
IO Ille SlaleS. 

But be slopped sl10rt Of Of• 
ferillg dclalls OD bow muc:b 
his Ideas -.Id COISt. 

Oulllnklg his bealth<are 
priorllles lbould bis quest lor 
1bc Wblce House suoceed, 
Gore called tor Improve. 
meats la Ille msllng syslem 
wblle dlldlag Ills Democrallc 
rtV11. fonDer aeoalor BUI 
Bradley, for fawr1nc an ~ 
proadl tbll -.Id resum:d 

Repulllicllns and Democrals Yisfled public ldlools 1lle5- Ille debUe ooa- wllftnlll 
di!)' to lllabll&bt lbelr edialloD ~ • lllldeall ft- belllll care. 
lllnledlller'--. "Welllloelllletrnedlbal 

Presldeal Oillloll laid llllldem 111d penm • Brooke ft c:umot ~ Ille IY$­
Grooe Elemeallry SdloGI la OIDe,t Md., tbll tbe GOP lax lem la one tell swoop." Goff 
CUI -.Id lut eclucalkln l\mdlDg. "lt'J blslc ll'llllmeac." be aid, UI apparat fttereace to 
Aid. "We must taw:st --, DGt tes. la educallOD. • Praldeal CllalOa's W411ed el· 

ID CiDdaDIII, Republca ~ J.C Wlllsk. ot • at 1bOr11Y Iller' comlac to 
Ol<lallOCll&, Allne HorUlupot Xallld:yllldSte'lleQabatot the Wlllt.e Bollle Ill 11193. "We 
Ohio ¥islted C1111on EJemealary Sctaool lo IOat 1be GOP's must IDd we CaD 110ft ao, 
ldlooktlolce plan 111d enorts lo tana- 9ederlt .-y ces to affordable. QIIIIIIY 
-.-10 local ldlool omcs.. lo4damllle 111111W bslo !ip=nd bealtll m-e for cw:ry dllld la 
IL They 111d ldlool ..:lier....,_ 1114 dllr1er ldlools Alller1ca bf 2005, • Gclft aid 
v,,e partats llla'lllllws lo fllllllC plbllc ldloOls. '1 tldDk la a speedl Ill Los AagdeL 
compeWlon Ill lbe ICbools Is a .,ad lblag." Qabat Aid. G«e'I plan toclaes OD ex• 

paMqJ)C'OCrllllSaldlaslbe 
CHINA ISSUE: Bouse 1lllmlall0Dal Rellllom <:.ommitlee Oillclrell's Healtb lllsuraace 
Cllairman lleQjamln ca-, HI.Y. qed Presldeal Clo- Pracr11D to ClOOer dllldreo In 
ton to pras Ille Olinese leadersblp to rmounce Ille use of families tbll earn too muc:b IO 
tol'Cf -cainst "hlwan. amen meets Ibis weet wta, ~ qualify 1or Medicaid but too 
Prtsidefll Jlug ZanlA at Ille Asla-Paclllc Ealoomlc Coop- litlle IO altord prlvale Insur· 
eralion summit. GIiman Aid Congress Is aJll0enled aliout ance. 
lhrealS agalnst 1lllwu by malnllnd CIIIDa, wllldl ...,is Slates woold fflldve addl· 
the lslaftd as a reoepde proYlace. US. potley Is tbll lbere Is llonal funding foe Ille pro. 
only ooe Cbkla and Ille Issue Is IO be 101¥ed ~- gram. 

Campelp Pras Secreta,y 
PRESIDENTIAL TRAVEL: Presldcl1l C1inon. wbo visited Klkl Moore said the vice 
only UUtt 1orefCn coualrles during his ant ,--111 office, Is presldenl will unveil delalls 
,_ Ille mcsl WlddY tmeled presldem. ID 611 years la ol· late.- ID the year. 
6ce. be has beeo to $8 c:owm1es and lerrikJries. George Gore alSo called foe a 25ll. 
Bush visited 36 CMS" four )UIS. wlll1e R.oalld ReagaA - rdWldable lax credit foe lndl· 
to 26 over dct,I yars. Amon& pos,slble stops la 2000 are Ml· vlduals wbo do not llaYC ac• 
arc1lca. Koso\'O ud VleCDam. stei,bm Hess. a praldellllal cess to bealth-care plans 
analyst at Ille BrooUICS Jm:tllUtloa. said presldellls lraYel lhrougb their emp&oyen.. 
more• Ille a ot lbelr terms as Ibey loolt to bullcl lbelr bls-
lOrical kpcy. "As 1111:7 come lo Ille aid at lbelr recune. 
lbeyteod to,etmoreadulalloGud clleatacavwdswllen 
the Co abnled,. be Slid. "POlltldaDs. par1laalar1Y presldcats. 
like lllal l0lt ot stun.· 

SENATE i:tlARGES: Sea. Max eau. 
015, D-Moat., llas "- accused of 
mulQg --ad- toward Ills 
dllef ot ICaff, Cllrtsllae Nleder1lldel; 
ud llrlac lier -- Ille laid 111m to 
atop. llaucus dailed --...,_ Ille N~ 111d Aid Ille made 
Ille ll0CIISlllons after be laid lier be 
- ldllag lier 10 becel&le ot staff 
c:ompalats about lier cersr~ 

" ICY\C. Sbe bas not llled a bmal com· 
Baucuo: Aca.-:1 plalla. The case was llnl ~ by 
of twassnw,t .Roll Oil.. Capl1All Hill DeWS1)81)CC. 

FD>EQLNETHACl(ER:EncaumsotSborellleo "'8sb.. 
mown In CIOllll)Ul« llactlll& drdeS as -zyttoa. • pleaded 
&Ull()' Ill AJeDodrla. '4., to cyberalladls OD Ille Web peges 
ol Vlee Praldem Gore, NJ.TO &NI Ille US. WormallOD 
A&eo/:Y. 0amace m:eedod $40,000. Bw1IS fa0eS up IO M 
)an la prilonltseaf.aldae Nov.' It. He Ibo admllled back· 
In& CCber ,-:r,weal and busllle9 lites, ud ad~ CCII· 
en on bow to peaetrlle lbe While House Web stce. 

CORRECTION: M 11ml 1\lesda)'should 111M Aid the Ccn· 
stitulion Party, lonnerly the US. T~ Party, nomlnat· 
ed founder llowa'd Pbllll&il to be presldetll ud syndk:aled 
columnisl Joseph SotJnn 10 be vice presldem. 

Writlen by Paul l.ea\lln wilb stalf and wire repons 

~' 

He said companies gel a 
we credit for the cost of 
health lnslnnCe, "but not In• 
dMduals wllO 111M to Ce( COY· 
erage on their own. tbal's JUSI 
Ml fair, ud we llaYC IO 
~It.-

Gore ll!o noted that small 
businesses accouot for about 
~ ot the nation's -1tforte 
but llW m&llY do Ml supply 
belllb care beCauSe II can 
COIi lbem as mueh as three 
times wbll It COSIS large com• 
penlestorlnsannce. 

Republican Rep. John 
Boe1lner ot Obki said Gore's 
plan failed to address a key 
reason m&llY small llrms do 
not otter beallll COYerage: 
lelr Ibey 11111 be subject lo 
fmolouslllwsults. 

"Few ~-mlllded employ• 
en Ill America wW CYeD dare 
to ofter bealt.b c:oom,ge" Ulllil 
tllal tssue .. addressed, 
~Slid. 

Tbe Families USA F<lunda· 
lion praised Gore's wllllng­
- lO add,- bealtb<are ls­
sues and ur&ed oilier 
caadldlles 10 dllaas W11Y$ IO 
mead CXMn,e to Ill estl-
111111.ed O mlllloll ~ 
.W..k. 

Roa Pallaa, a:iec:ullYe d~ 
iedol'otlbe consumer croup. 

~~~'tldag u: outline a p!OpCISII Id 
10 • tooc "111' to 1'Wk· 
lac lamllies ~ Ille th 
~ Ibey need. . 

Sooa Mc:Oellaa. a spokes­
man tor GOP fronl-NMer 
George "'· Bu:sll, said. "Healll! 
care Is III lmporWll Issue. but 
It doesn1 require the kind of 
b4g ~ solutions lllal 
Al Gore now ..• suppocu.· 

Bradley said, "We have to 
Judge wbll a procram can ac­
complish. noc JUSI Whe!ller It 
sounds good." 

Bradley said be would pro­
pose a bcalUH:are policy in -~-ks. 
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Gore offers Rx for the uninsured 
. Vid~o 
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• Flee Windows 
Me<U Pl.lye. 

NBC's Claire Shipman 
reports on Gore's health 
lnsuranoe proposal. 

Vice President Al Gore unveils his plan to improve health care coverage 
for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los 
Angeles on Tuesday. 

By Claire Shipman 
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT 

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7 - Vice President Al Gore 
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook on Tuesday, promising health 
insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. 

_, 
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Claire Shlpaa■ 
IIIC COUUPONDlllT 

l ill .. UYe Vote 

How would you 
describe Gore's 
health care plan? 

A smart set of 
incremental 
changes. 
Too little, too late. 
A prescription for 
disaster. 

( VOTE ) 

( MSNIClfHUACTIVE 

Vote to see results 

IT IS ONE of Gore's costliest campaign proposals 
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every 
child in the United States health insurance. 

But what it doesn't do is propose an overhaul of 
the nation's health care system - a plan that backfired 
on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

"If you elect me president," Gore said, " I will 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our 
country has full access to fully affordable health 
coverage." 

Gore's key proposals: 
■ Let more people participate in a government 
program that offers low-income families insurance for 
their children. 
■ If people earn too much money to qualify, but still 
need insurance, they can buy in. 
■ Parents in low-income families would become 
eligible for insurance too. 

■ Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an 
individual policy or buy into a government program 
would get a tax break. 
■ Allowing people to buy into Medicare IO years early, 
at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 

Health care experts call the plan a practical one. 
"It builds on programs that already exist and 

seems to work well and I think it is practically feasible 
to get this enacted," said Ron Pollack, of Families 
USA. 

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president 
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic 
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will 
propose something approaching universal coverage, 
and Republicans and health industry advocates, who 
fear that imposing too many mandates on private 
health care firms will drive up costs. 

Gore won' t name the cost, but he says he can pay 
for it. 

"Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I 
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced 
budget," Gore said. 

But with experts 

http://www.msnbc.com/news/308899 .asp 

i-~c ~ Vl.:, 
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Candidate Profiles 

• MSNBC Interactive 

• Comprehensive interactive 
profiles of all the 
announced presidential 
cand.ldates 

estimating a cost for 
the program of 
between $30 billion 
and $50 billion over 
five years, many are 
eager to see just how 
he' ll make it all add 
up. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Gore unveils health care 
proposal for reaching the 
uninsured 

September 7, 1999 
Web posted at: 4 : 16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT) 

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al 
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals 
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured 
Americans into the health care system, including 
a plan to give every child in the nation access to 
affordable health care by_2005. 

To bring more children into the ranks of the 
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, which 
helps states provide coverage to children in 
working families. States can use the federal CHIP 
money to cover children in families that earn up 
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected, 
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250 
percent. 

"That is a 
commitment 
that rll keep," 
he said. 

Gore would 
also allow 
families that do 
not qualify for 
the program, 
ana·do not 
receive health 
benefits Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday 
through their on the country's health care system 

jobs, to buy into the program. He would give 
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he 
believes are not fully utilized. 
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VIDEO 

Gore unveils health 
care proposal for 
reaching the uninsured 
(9· 7·99) I~ Real: 28K 
I 8.QK, Windows Media : 
ZliK 180_~ 

CAMPAIGN 2000 

Presidential candidates 
push tor support at 
Labor Day events (9· 
6·99) 

Democratic tundraiser 
does double duty on 
Gore and Clinton 
campaigns (9-6-99) 

IR, FDR, JFK, LBJ, and 
MYi.J'il (9·6-99) 

Bush a 
a 
9· 

Rev. Jesse Jackson 
says Bush drug 
dilemma shows need. 
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush, the Republican presidential front-runner,. 
when he noted that many Texas children don't 
have health insurance even though they are 
eligible for health insurance via CHIP. 

"ln some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one­
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he 
said. 

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of 
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65, 
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed 
allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the 
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25 
percent tax credit to help defray the cost. 
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 
65. 

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach 
to changing managed care adopted by President 
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the 
system failed to win congressional approval in 
1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the 
system in one fell swoop," Gore said. 
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to 
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

Gore's plan also would: 

• Let people with disabilities keep Medicar:e or 
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace. 

• Encourage small businesses to band together to 
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by 
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms. 

• Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of 
nghts, similar to legislation that Congress will 
consider when it returns this month from recess. 
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether 
he favors allowing patients to sue their health 
maintenance organizations and collect damages 
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted 
Democratic legislation this year that would do so. 
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Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients 
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that 
doctors can tell patients all their medical options 
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that 
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't 
have to change doctors in the middle of 
treatment. 

"They don't have a license to practice medicine 
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore 
said of HM O's. 

He suggested that it also would require managed 
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's 
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered 
from depression. 

"I want to make sure that a patient with 
depression is given access to care on terms no 
different from a patient who has diabetes," he 
said. "And I will begin by improving mental 
health services for those who receive Medicaid." 

Gore promised to establish new public-private 
partnerships to expand access to prevention and 
wellness programs and to promote such 
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what 
the government's role would be, however, nor did 
he say how he would finance the new initiatives. 

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that 
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, 
who has said he will propose something 
approaching universal coverage, and . 
Republicans, who fear that imposing toci"'many 
mandates on private health care firms will drive 
up costs. 

"Others will argue against reforming our health 
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by­
step. Some of them will tell you that the only 
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution," 
Gore said, in an apparent reference to Bradley. 

The Associated_f>r-es_5- contributed 
to this report. 
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms 

By Scott Lind/aw 
Associated Press Writer 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT 

LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday 
to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by 
2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing 
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care 
system. 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he 
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental 
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after 
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional 
approval in 1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell 
swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us 
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week 
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the 
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas. 

-
Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks~ but one reference clearly 
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "In some 
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still 
out in the cold," Gore said. 

With his proposal, the vice president ~taked out different ground than 
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said 
lie will propose something approaching universal coverage, and 
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs. 

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily 
from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by 
Republicans. 

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv /W AP0/ 19990907 N000595-090799-idx .html 9/8/99 



"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, 
quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris 
Lehane said that would come '' in the near future," but that he did not 
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore 
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance 
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for 
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a 
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether 
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan 
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be 
"stating honestly what the true cost ofthis program would be," 
Bradley said. 

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage, 
and the number has grown by about 1 million a year this decade. 
Some 11 million children are uninsured. 

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance 
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working 
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover 
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level. 
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent. 

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250 
percent or higher;according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at 
the National Conference of State Legisfatures. 

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program, 
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the 
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents 
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid. 

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully 
utilized. 

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into 
such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million 
children and adults covered, Lehane said. 
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are 
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for 
Medicare at 65. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to 
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent 
tax credit to help defray the cost. 

Gore also would: 

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and 
is awaiting consideration in the House. 

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for 
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the 
firms. Republicans favor such an approach. 

--Press for a " real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to 
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't 
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue 
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like 
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so. 

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who 
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's 
initiatives " a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the 
uninsured." 

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, " especially since it 
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage 
for the uninsured." 

© Copyright 1999 The Ass.ociated Press . _ .. 
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Gore Health Care Glance 

By The Associated Press 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT 

Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday 
in Los Angeles: 

--Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance 
by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty 
line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of 
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with 
incomes above $41,000 to " buy into" federally subsidized health care 
coverage. 

···•!!+ [)is1r)J)Cffa,;_:I -States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage. ~-•••••• 
.-;:TI' G.-t Rc:;idy 

~ •~I, t o Emb;uk 
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--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent 
refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiwns if they lack 
access to employer-based coverage. 

-People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when 
they return to the workplace. 

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their 
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit. 

--Would expand Medicaid coverage ofmental health care. 

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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The Los Angeles Times 
Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children 
By CATHLEEN DECK.ER, Times Political Writer 

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton 
s ince the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice 
President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure every child in 

Ame1ica and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their 
parents, all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005. 

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal-state 
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children 
whose parents make about $4 1,000 to support a family of four. That 
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's 
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000 
for a family of four. 

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in 
1997--uses federal and state money ·to help insure children. Members 
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up 
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child 
in IO does not have health insurance. 

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children 
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for 
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced 
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents . 

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan 
He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would 

enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect 
expanding access to one of the fastest-growing ~tgments of the 
uninsured population. 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
mill ions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience 
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality 
coverage .. " 

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a 
program that could easily reach into the multibill ion-dollar range. 
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later. 



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget," 
Lehane said. 

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly 
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper 
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at 
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance 
costs . The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare 
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being 
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions. 

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to 
Gore's proposals , although most lauded him for tackling what many 
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43 
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or 
employer health plans . 

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way 
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at 
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94 
health care reform plan. 

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy 
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said 
that while helpful, Gore's program would not solve the problems of 
most uninsured Americans. 

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have 
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at 
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal --and would have 
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only 
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been 
eligible, Brown said. 

"It sounds like a number of interesting and useful smal I pieces 
which will help states expand (coverage] if they want to," Brown said. 
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured 
population out in the cold." 

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify 
for assistance programs but .cannot afford premiums for private 
insurance.- While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a 
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people 
cannot come up with the up-front money. 

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday 



is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million 
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's 
Health Insurance Program. 

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care 
analysts . California, where access to health care has recently been 
broadened, would feel less impact than most. 

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the 
pove1ty level--Gore's proposal--by next month . The children's program 
here goes under the name of Healthy Families. 

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details 
In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the 

pre§idential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about 
the plight ofthe uninsured but left specifics for later. 

His Democratic primary opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill 
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health care. 
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear 
"that the vice president and I have a different approach to the 
fundamental health care issues facing America." 

A spokesman for tµe leading Republican presidential candidate, 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of 
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace." 

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his 
own health care plan. 

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of 
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical 
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94. 

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of 
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque 
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs. 

Gore took pains to avoid compruisons with Clinton's doomed effort, 
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore cleru·ly alluded to the 
fiasco. 

"This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying 
to what he was comparing his effo11. Later, he said rather pointedly 



that the country needs "visionary but practical change." 

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of 
HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care 
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by 
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles , whose three chi ldren are now 
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina 
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein 
in HMOs. 

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into 
heaven--but on ly for three days. It was a reference to the common 
complaint that HM Os too strenuously limit hospital stays. 

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions 
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," 
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they 
have no 1ight to play God." 

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron 
Brownstein contributed to this story. 

Copy1ight Los Angeles Times 
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Gore details health-care plan 

By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer 

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable 
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income 
adults and retirees. Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice 
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the 
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994. 

"Experience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing 
what is wrong with American health care," Gore said. 

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care 
system, to make our families healthier and more hopeful for the new century 
ahead." 

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program, 
which backs state programs for low-income families, including California's 
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent 
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured. 

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent - the 
equivalent of $4 1,000 made annually by a family of four. 

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put fo1th a speci fie health-care 
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los 
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul 
the country's educational system. 

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where 
legislators have budgeted an·expansion of Healthy_.families to the 250 percent 
level for the fiscal year. 

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that earn too much to 
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves . 

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide 
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000 
children , roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families . 

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed. 

"This is a pretty revolutiona1y proposal because it would be extending Medicare 



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel , director of critical care medicine at 
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech. 

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern 
California and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's 
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join 
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the 
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based 
insurance, not replace it. 

"Employers are smait. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage 
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side 
effects." 

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that 
state "one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold." 

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit 
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to 
buy into Medicare; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care 
insurance when they return to work. 

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in 
the fall. 

"We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches 
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ 
from the Democrats ," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky. 

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign te1med Gore's proposal an 
unnecessary big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-mnning 
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott 
McClellan. 

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the 
campaign," McClellan said. 

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill 
Bradley said while he aP.plauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a 
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a 
program's cost. 

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds 
good," the former U.S. senator said. 

Bradley, who has espoused more universal health-care coverage than Gore 



proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that 
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach 
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America." 

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital sho1tly 
after noon to attend what staffers called a se1ies of "p1ivate meetings." He also 
attended a reception at a private home in the Los Angeles area and then 
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood. 

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and 
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to 
Washington, D.C. 
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HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEAL TH CARE FOR 
CHILDREN 

B YUNE: Associated Press . 

DA TELrNE: LOS ANGELES 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that aJl children have 

access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of 
reforms aimed ·at bringing as many as 15 million uninsw-ed Americans into the 
health-care system. 

Yet the Democratic presidentiaJ candidate emphasized that, if he captures the 
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health 
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system 
failed to win congressionaJ approval in 1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop," 
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there is a 

way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong with American health 
care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for 
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on 
their agendas . 

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one refer~{lce clearly was 
aimed at the Republican presidentiaJ front-runner. "In some states, Texas 
springs to mind, one-quarter of aJl children are sti ll out in the cold," Gore 
said. 

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than that 
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill 

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal 
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health-care films would d,ive up costs . 

Whi le portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily from 



initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few c':15es, by Republicans. 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of 
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every 
American has access to affordable, quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals . Spokesman Chris Lehane 
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax 
increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's 
Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore would use. 

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in 
families with i~comes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block 
grants to states. 

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 

_, 
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H EADLINE: CAMPAIGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kids 

BYLINE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau 

SOURCE: Los Angeles 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about 
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable 
coverage avai lable to all Americans. 

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, I w ill 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access 
to fully affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers 
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers. 

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by former Sen. 
Bill Bradley (D -N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough 
for children in poverty . 

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his 
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a 
to recent public opin ion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is 
growing rather than fading. 

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president 
contrasted his health care prqposal to the universal coverage the fo1mer senator 
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks. 

_, 

"Some . . . wi ll tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size­
fits-al l solution," he said. 

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care 
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging 
package of refo1m s "carefully, real istically and step by s tep." 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop," 
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest until every single 
American has affordable health care." 

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the 



~ 

Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to 
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families. 

Currently, the CffiP program allows coverage of children in families that earn 
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level. 

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibility cap would be raised to 250 
percent, or about$ 41,000. 

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent. 
Some states, such as Texas , have tried to lower.the cap below 200 percent. 

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group, 
estimates that about l l million children sti ll have no health insurance. 

And Gore, promising. to spur the states to greater effo1is, took a dig at 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential 
nomination, also without saying his name. 

"In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-qua1ter of all chi ldren are 
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable." 

Gore would also allow families who cmTently do not qualify for CffiP and do 
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program, 
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents' 
mcome. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into 
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help 
defray the cost. 

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55 
and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65. 

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say That any public 
expenses should be "fiscally responsible." 

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the 
context of a balanced budget" and not in te1ms of a tax increase. 

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address, 
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed: 

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights. He has promoted legislation that 
would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when care has been 
denied. 



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. · 

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their 
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies . 

Improve privacy safeguards for patients . 

Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses. 

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance 
organizations . 

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made 
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't 

have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God." 

--

' 
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SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S C~DREN 

ANCHORS: TOM BROK.AW 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: . 
TOM BROK.AW, anchor: 

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far 
as the president and the first lady. Claire: 

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting: 

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The 
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance. 
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course, 
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

Vice President AL GORE: I will ensure that by the year 2005, every single 
child in our country has full access to fully affordable health care coverage. 

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government 
program which offers low-income families insurance for their ~hildren. If 
people earn too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in. 
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And 
anyone earning up to $ I 00,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a 
government program would get a tax break. Gore also suppo11s allowing people to 
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 
Health care experts call it practical . 

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA): It builds on programs that already exist and 
seem to work well . 

SHIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it. 



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I have put 
foiward will be integrated into a balanced budget. 

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30 
and$ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it 
all add up. Tom: 

BROKAW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al 
Gore campaign. 

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school, are 
their teachers really prepared to teach them? 

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most Ame1ican elementary and middle school teachers don't 
know enough math to_teach it effectively at the level we now expect. 

BROKAW: SA YING OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the 
teachers? 

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does 
food shopping online really work? 

--



NBC News Transcripts 
SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AM ET) 
September 7, 1999, Tuesday 
LENGTH: 276 words 
HEADLlNE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEAL TH INSURANCE 
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD 
ANCHORS: ANN CURRY 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: 
ANN CURRY, anchor: 

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most 
families in the.US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's 
Claire.Shipman has details now. 

CLAIRE SIDPMAN reporting: 

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy 
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The 
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005. 
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current 
federal state partnership, called CIDP, which offers insurance to children whose 
families earn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to 
two and a half times the poverty level or$ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd 
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their 
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get 
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't 
participate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents 
of children who qualify for the CHlP program. Experts say the plan is solid, 
and that focusing on kids is smart. 

Mr. ED HOW ARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It really makes a difference. 
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. Tney don't get care 
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with 
conditions like earaches that turn into infections. 

SIDPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of 
this will be cheap, say experts, at least$ 30 billion over five years. The vice 
president says he can pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something hi s 
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News, 
Los Angeles. 

LANGUAGE: English 
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<=I> View Related Topics 

SHOW: CBS THIS MORNING (7:00 AM BT) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

T YP E: Newscast 

LENGTH: 69 words 

HEADLINE: VICE PRESCDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO 
UNVEIL NEW 
HEAL TH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY 

ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS 

BODY: 
THALIA ASSURAS, co-host: 

Vice President Al Gore reportedly plans to unveil a new health-care 
proposal today. In an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said 
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's a lmost 11 million uninsured 
children by the year 2005. Gore also picked up an endorsement from Iowa 

Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the Iowa caucuses early next 
year. 
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By Stephenie Armour A 
USA TODAY ,._\ 

In a blgll-tedl 'f'etffll &I un­
lbled phone nvmben, emplO)'­
ee, are gettlna pr!Ylle ~ 
addrme, 111ey ..-e onty with 
spedaJ cllenlS, contldS « 
fr1ends. 

1bt - ~ con/klen­
UII «nall adclrmes - 011• 
amus to 111 but a select few -
Is boomlnC • ,-,e ,oor1ten 
1tn1a,e to menace a deluSe ot 
Uff1181\ted 1M9111C'1 It lbetr 
'"reCV ..... MIii! address. 

"Tbe new 11gn or stotus Is U 

"I have an e-mail that I only disclose to certain 
people. Otherwise It's crazy.• - Susan Purcell, 
cooking Web site founder • · 

you have someone's ellle 
«naJ~• S«YS AndreW Gilman. 
president 81 CommCore Con· 
suJlln& Group. a Washlnglon 
D.C.-ba,ed communlcatlffl and 
1r81nJna ftrm. "Emell Is IO~ 
lllrougb ID eYOlullOn, ond lhls Is 
lbe next step.. 

Worten ere using the sem~ 
RCftt add- 10: ' 
► Dodp 1mwa nted .. mall. 

More than oo,i. or lnlemd u:s-

ers set Junk e-mall, known • 
spam, al~ weeklY, baled on 
a report by lhe Gartner Gn,ap 
of Stamford. Conn. The Pl!der8I 
'Tl'ade Commlssloft ~ up to 
◄,500 complalnlS D dtl)' about 
llll90lldted «nail 

Thal'J par11y W11Y Jf11 ~ 
bender of OfrRoed Cepttal uses 
lhree e-mail addrmes al bis 
San F'randsco IIMS!ment ftrm. 

"II ~ MIi," Elnbender 

111)'1. "Tbe o<ben take a IJeclt. 
seat lo my conftdfflllal «nail· 
► JCffll et'pllmd. Us1111 

addresses for spedllc puri,oses 

- confUSloft. Sll)'IRanc,yeen.d,CEOot 
Professlonal Dull Riders In Col­
orl<IOS'pt1np.Colo.. WIIO keeps 
one «nau Just tor penonal 
con-e,po~ntt: '1'11 seldom 
Cl\'e ltOUL Itelff:I me an oppor­
lunlt)' to kttp my bastnes and 
per,onal lite Jf1>111'81e.. 
► Save time. 'M,ncen don't 

hlYII to wade 1"'°"111 a slew or 
fr!Yolous rne,sages. 

· u-1 eotler lhln going 

lht'ough Ill lhe e-mal~" It!)'! 
£art Pennel~ a business deY'e~ 
opmenl manager 11 H)'CD, a 
San Jose, Callt.-based ,ol'!ware 
development ftrm. who reues 
on !'WO «nail accounts. 

Whtie keeplnc Ind< ot mul­
llple passwords or e -mail boxes 
can be a hassle, maey wor1cers 
SIJ'J lhe headaches are -orth It. 
~ have 10 h&-;e a stntegy. 

I haYe en «nall lhat I onty dlS­
close lo certain people," S«)'S 

SUsan Purcell, who Is CEO and 
founder or ucook.C:Om, a Bnlns­
wtck, Mlllne. cookln& site. -oth­
erwise, It's crezy.• 



Gore Pledges 
A Health Plan 
For Every Child 
~ \ ay aoaeaT PEAR 
LOS ANGELES, klK, 1 - Viet 

Prtsldtnt Al Gort propost<I today to 
cuaranttt accus to a/tonl.al>k 
health Insurance for Ill children by 
1005, txpa.-,dlnc on a procram t n­
acttd two rears qolhat hec:onadtd 
had hod llmlltd IUCctH IO tar. 

G«e·, p,opos~J UIHS a q~lUOn 01 
equity and talmtss: Why lhould IM 
Cowramtot pl'OYI« subsod11td 
health -•anc<o to adYltl wilh ctlil· 
drtn w1111<, dfflylnc II 10 adulll or 
worklnc act w\lhoul chlldrtft• 

Mr. Gort did not say hOw m11<h hos 
pt'Ol)Ola1s would cost or how he 
would pay for them. Olrls Ldlant. a 
spoltt,man for lht Viet Prtsldtn1, 
said. '"This • W be done In lhtcontUI 
ol I balanced IKldc~ and wt'II pul 
out a clttalltd buds« proposal lattr, 
but wt ha"" no price tac rt&hl now .. 

Health-care txperu u ld lht cost 
of Mr. Cort's proposals would al• 
..- surely uettd Sl◄ billion o...r 
Ii•• rtars - the amount appropnat• 
td by Concrt1s 10 co...r a mulmum 
of i;,.. 1n1u1oa )'OWIC>ttrs in lht MW 
health ,rocram lor children. 
. >.•l•111ntur0ctlon oltlclals have d>id• 

Mr . Gort acknowled&td 'that lht 
IWmbtr ot A-rlcans without health 
co""race had tncrtutd lltadlly 
since ht and PrHldtftc Olnton took 
ofllct. a u, In a spttdl II Chlldrtn'I 
Hospital of Los M&tl,s, In Hotly• td Concrt1s and . cov•mors for not 
wood, he said, " H you dtd - Pnsl• dotnc more to Ina•- health Insur• 
dent, I wlll Insure that by tht yur anct COYtrace. llut this Is a tricky 
2005. • ••ry •Incle child ID our c,oun. lssut for Mr. Gort, btcauMO lht Chn• 
try has full ac:c«s to tully attordable ton-Gort Administration shares ~ 
health coverace." Nearly II mlllton sporuibllky for lht failure to tulttll 
children an, now uninsured. I lht promise ol proc~ already tn• 

Whta CancrtSS Crtlted 1M 0\11, acted I I lht Praldmt S rtqlltst. 
dren'1 Health Insur ance Procram In DapN a vibrant eccnomy, Mr. 
1"7, IC 1,,.. lht llaleS bUJloas ol Gort said today, d>e au.mbtr ol 
dollars and CClllllderabw llalbW(y ID AIMrlcafts wllhouc bta1lh lnsunna 
how the -r could bt used. Mr. . has btm I ~ by about • million 
Gortaaldbe~erpOMtllcMICJ' I y,t.V. 
for lht pracram by tncnlSIAC die I 1llls b .._ ol d>e,.,, IOdal lndi· 
Umlll OD famUy IDCame and by ... C&IOts that llave DOI Improved under 
...._. - ,.,_. ID -.'Oil wldo d,e llrOQC 0lllloo-Gort --,y," 
Ihde dllldr-. la addition. ht -W says • _.. ,... • IIJe&ltla policy 
trnpc,M IID&nd&I .,..ioo on scata pnp.red by Ille Gort campll&n. 
thal laU to - Fedonl l&l'ldS for E- lbaoicb Cqresa bas ertated 
tht enrollment o1 children, while of. and apanded tnffal health pro­
ftrtnc bonusa tor scata thal - a r ams. 1111·01111~11 baa been ••woeful• 
lbt aoaJs.. ' b' ludeqoaare," d>e ~ says. 

The Admlnlstratloe said III JIiiy Wlllle lloue olfldals Ila-.. ~ 
thal u mlWoD 'dllldNII !lad .,_ for - :,ean dlat at least four 
-,,lled ID doe dllldrm'I ....,_ inlllioec:lllldnetllclbktorMedlcald 
Pf'OCl'&m. Mr. C1lnlOII said thal 1w wen aot 8U'Olled. and lhtn Is no 

tvldtocl lllat 111b .umber bas cone 
~ llaff ...,ied at lust dine dowa, ...... aaay etton, and U • 
mlWoa by - Md lbat be wu lhc~ bonatloN by Federal officials In 
tore " • UtU. cllsappolllted." w~ 

Alda to Mr. Gort said bJs ptOpOI- Mr. Gort rtptattd Administration 
als. taken toctlhcr, could pl'OYldt proposals to ddlnt Ille riptl o( pa, 
co...ra,e for II mlWon to 15 mllllan tlmll III htalth IIIUll.elWICt cwianl· 
A-r1cafts. - ti w m chlldrm. ullons, to eslabllsll-~ 
The number of people without htllth dn&c btfttflll under Mtdlcan and to 
Insurance bas been dlmbina Ill lht pn,Yldt a modal tu credit tor lht 
last decade and DOW uettds Cl mll- - ol IIW'Sklc bome care. But 11w 
I.ton. foa,s ol bis opeecll WU OD uninsured 

The aoaJ ol olltrlac a/fonl.al>k cblldrell, Md Mr. Gort oltttt<! lhtlt 
health tmurance to aU chlldrm. ldus to deal "1111 Ille p,obltm: 
lhou&h amblUous. b modut by com- flbe Fedtral ~ lbould 
.,.,_ with Mr. Cliluon'1 qlnal kapaM flllanctal peaaltles OD IUIIU 

plan to cu•rantee health Insurance that do - - Federal tarceu tor 
for all A-rlcans. fN"Olllac JOIIIIP(en ID Medicaid and 

"Wt lla¥e aD ltanltd that wt can- , ID lbt DOW htalCb procram foe chll· 
not -maul the 1ya1em In - fell .dren. Al lht sa-u-. the eo...m­
swoop," Mr. Gort l&id In unckr11ninc •- - p&y bonuses to ltllU 
11w dUftrtGOeS btnrten bis ap- that - dldr pb. (Mr. Gort said 
proach and the a,and 1Cbeme1 de- 1lhls - mate ll&tu acc:owttablt 
vlMd ID 1"3 by die Prtsldm( and tor Cbtlr pttformance. 11411 crltlcl 
HW&ry llodham Olnton. said It ~ ....,ar,111a1es that an, 

He also - a di& at lht ltadlQc IUC0ttdinc. at lbt - ol llatt1 
candldalt tor the aq,ubllcaa Presl· du! art llnlAllllc,) 

• cleaUal -ln&IIOD. Gov. c-p w. •scata COUid apand ellClblU(), for 
Bush ol Tau. noUnc that--'ounh the DOW Ollldnn's Kaltll "'"""­
ol the dllldna lo dlat SW. Lac:t" Proc,am. 10 famlllts - iaco.es 
Insurance - a lllcbtr ...--ruon up to U u.,.. Ille ollldal poo,crty 
than ID al,_ a._yOlhtt' lltal&. lt¥tl could qualify. la - 11ata. 

Wblle locuslna OD c:bddr-. Mr. the ceQllla OIi family IDcODM ls 1t111 
Gort offered -ai propou.ls today lwk:e tht poYtflY ltftl For I lamlly 
to lnuuM ~ of adults, too. ol four, tht ~ ltftl tlus y,ear Is 
Ht ~ a _.. tu credit to 116,100. 
offset 2$ percent of w C:OSI ol htalth • Mo.-e a/0.....c la.mW.. lbould bt 
Insurance purdlutd by lndMdows allowed ID buy luurance _,.,. 
who llave no - to employ,er• tor )'OUllplCn ttuouch Medicaid ot 
,ponsored -rac•. lht new dllldrtn's htaJlh procram II 

"T..s.y, companlts that pl'OYldt d>e .,.,_. -11 tor companies that 
co...nce set a tu break," Mr. Gort do - provide btalUI benefits. Such 
said. " But not Individuals who Ila"" lamW.. - llave to pay lht lull 
to c« co...race on lhtlr OWL That' s pnmll&m. but lllls - often bt a 
Just not tllr. and wt havt to chance bar&lln CIOfflptred with pncn In the 
It." pr1•att man.et. because wee co•• 

Many Atp1bllcans In Co<ICrtH • mme,,c Procrams ha,.. m°"" Crtll· 
acreo. er purchuLnc powtr than lndlYtd· 

In addition, Mr. Gort'• proposal to uals. The Gort e&mpalp said llwrt 
upand w Ollldtffl'1 H•llth wur, wtrt more than two mllllan unln­
ance Procnm, creattd In 1997, 
-,Id mend <Offrace to w ltVffl 
mlllton uninsured adults ..,_ chi~ 
drtn art eltilbl<, for tither Mtdica ld 
or w MW chlldrtn's procram. 

The IOck of lht proposal 11 slmplt 

I I 2. 

Mo.s:1 unln1-11red dlildrtn come rrom • 
tamtlit1 la Wlllch w pattnll art 
thtmHI.... -.iffd. But Mr. ebc ~t.\U Uork. t imes 

. , 
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Excerpts From Gore's Speech on Care 
Followtni or, ac,,pu from °" odd,us on 

h«o.Wt core )'t'ICrrdoy by VIClt Prtsldtnt A l Cott 01 
th• Children's Hospital of Lo• Ane,tu, cu recon1td 
by TIit ~w Y0<• Timts: 

For more tlwl 50 yun we have bffll acactd In 
a batik to pn,vldt the kind o( health Urt • c rtat 
nation owH Its P<Ol)lt. How aller that Ion& century of 
tflort. con/11<1 and "°""'"" It Is time to mov• put 
IMOrdlcal and pl>llosoplllcal dlvlslclllS beyond a Sltr· 
lie dtbate about labds and abstractions to ask wut 
we un do now to ta.k• concrete, specllk. rollstlc 
steps to Improve health coverace for all of the 
American p<oplt. 

Today I'm propoclne and with ,our help as 
President. I wW fict,( for a aeries ol atq,s to do Ju.st 
WL We mu.st and we un Insure a aet ol rtchts so WI 
all Amei1c&N can have health c:overap and aa11ally 
Ctt the care thty art - all Amer1Uns wtlo have 
health c:overace. will set lbe care Ibey .,. mtltled co. 
We m...c and ft can oecure acmss to affordable 
q,,ality Jaealtb urc lor -ry child In the entire 
-ry by Ibo year100$. l oln wldl - and we w\11 do 
lh&L We awst and ft can mcm, -ard access 10 
affordable, qll&lity lluJth Cart for -ry Amencan 
family. 

This Is a flloda-aJ\y dlffertnl appcoach. W• 
have all lumed that ft UllnCII owrba&ll the system 
In - feU """"P- E,q,enence bas taqbl III that thert 
ls away10keep-llr1&ti(wbllefbdacwbat ls 
WJ'Oll&wtcbAmtttcMN.idae&R. 

The foc>II ol Ill)' propoAI II btaldl care lor 
~ families. u wtl1 put dodon and patlellU In 
dw&<,. aot IUl0.'1 Md .,_,.._ companies. The 
-.-r•,........llti:t~wWparllllCft - .. att-.i,ie __ ... _,., clllld 

In Amcrlca and will provide huldl<are op(lclllS lor 
mlUlclllS more adlllts. lut let me be clear. We..,,_ 
rut llnlll -ry sln&le American has atfordablt 
healtb c:overa,e. ... 

Some: wUI arc~ that a rt.attr ac«u to health 
ure ls a lwcury we can't a flord tven as they covec 
our rccord surplus for the sp«lal lnctrw, and 
propose to blow It on a risky tu ldleo,e that would 
drive Ill rt&hl back Into splrallnc Fedora! deficits. 
For more than two dtcades I have aeen the SINUk 
between wor1tln1 famUles and 1pe,:lal Interests The 
tobacco lobby, the cun lobby, tho~ wt,o scood a,1.lns1 
the Family Luve BUI I co-spons«ed In the Senate. 
We've had to fiche them all and wt're not about to 
stop now. Otbers wlll arcue qa!Mt reformlne our 
hultlKare ,ystem earefully, rtallstlcally and sc,p 
by step. Some of them wlll ttU you lhal the only 
~ble answer Is• -ue-tlu-all lOlutloa. But I 
believe Amtric&ns know bt<itt. Tbey l<Mw, you and I 
llftow, ft Med Visionary but practical d\an,e. 
chan,e Iha! can be •nacttd Into law, d\an,e that 
worltl for WO<'ldnc lamUles, chan,e lhat meets their 
cares and conc:erns, that rapccU tht dlversky ot 
hoalt!K&ro ....is. Our - Is -1clnc famllies. 
And In tills campalpi and In the )"tarl ahead. kl'& put 
their lnlttaU first.. ahead ol Ille "l'tdaJ lntercsts. 
ahead ot an)'lhlac. 

This Is a unique - for our na!IOII. fo,- our 
people. Our <COIIOCD)' Is atRnC, tndNd ft arc In Ille 
midst -ol the lancest ptrlod ol prosperity In our 

, pea.cell me blltory. But we know that prosperity alone 
wUI not - the duJleacu dial ft face IA American 
ll<aldlc:are. And as HatryTNman re...-111 wt>eo 
ll<ll«caad>lsflchl50)"0Ulaao.tnadmeot~n­
~. ft can afford many lblnes. lut W-llealtb which 
un be ~ or cured It - lhlnC wo cannot 
altonl. 

W•must-ourpnllp<f1Cy-10br111c­
chaace 10 our heallh<are l)'Sl...., 10 make our lam­
Illa healthltt and more 1-{ul for the ,... cmtury 
&Mad. That's the Ir.Ind of chanc• that works for 
-1tine lamllla. And Chat's wtiy I'm NMina for 
Pres- of the United SWH . 

1urtd children In famUla with In• 
COIIIN ttctedlna 1.S limu the olfl, 
dal poverty le-..el 

Health-care uporu said Mr. 
Core's proposals would deariy help 
some wor1dnc famW... but mJcht 
divert atates from Ille t.allt of !Incline 
and enrollinC children wtio are al­
ready eli&lbk for hoalll\ bendits. 

!or enrolllna children In a procram 
that alrud)' olfen states a c-rous 
fiA&Dclal lncmdve to do Just that. In 
Ille - Children'• Health l11111rance 
Procram, u In Medicaid, the Ftd· 
t ral Govem.meot and the ,tatu 
&hi.rt Ille C01t1, but tbt F tdtral eo,.,. 
miment pays • wier &hare ot the 
costs ln the new procram. 

lntoncled to restore health Insurance 
for tens ot lbollSands ot chfldren wtio 

- c:overac• - their famW.. 
were rtmowd from the wtlfarc 
rolls. In theory, most such children 
wtre stUI ell&lble for Medicaid, but 
!Mir parents did not always rcallu 
II. and olfidals In some states Im• 
properly Cllt off health benefits alone 
with cuh uslstanct. Mr. Core would glvt scacu a bonus Some of Mr. Cort's proposals are 

lbe~e\lJ ijork (;imes 
_, 
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Gore Outlines 
~roposals on 
Health Care 
Guaranleed Coverage 
For Clzil4ren Is Pledged 

CWTenUy wichout health ins<1ran~. 
-We haY< all k2med that wc cannot OYcrh.aul 

the lyStffll in one kU swoop." Core said. bonow• 
in( a line used rcccnUy by ftnt lady Hilury Rod­
ham Oitllocl. whose ambitious health rdonn pbn 
Wta-ec1 in 1994. "Expericaee bu ta.,tit us Wt 
thctt is a way to lcttp what is ""''• while fixing 
what is wrong with Am<nan bcalth care •• 

Ccnerally, b"bcral and ~tiY< health cart 
adYOCale$ <acted laYOr2bly to the pr(lp0$ll. "In a 
period of iocttmcntallsm. this is a big deal and 
Y<fY pndlal." aid Roa Nlack, cxcc:uliY< direc­
tor of Families USA, a health cart adYOc:ac:y Co<Jp. 

The Ideas ht &ta'ibed ,aletday put Gort 
~ in the middle ol the leading presidential 
CIOlll.fflden. Bill BndleJ, the oalJ other Democnt 

8)' C.c1 CoNIIOUT ill the nice, 11)'1 be will 10C1D rdeue a bolder 
tind A>ir Cou,snJN IIDd-4Jmo&t ~ cxpmsr,e plan Wt 
r,,.....,_ """SiolFnun will call foe IIIUlfflll -=a to~ "Mil-

. lioc,a "'AIDfflcul ...... ICrioat - about 
·-Vice Presideot Gott yalttday ptOllli..d to the l'flilabilitJ of lalth (aft _..,. aad the 

,-.nttt ac:ic:aa to halth bunl>ct lot a8 dul- .,.i;trof tbdl-are: BndleJ 111d. -rm clad to a« 
c1m1 by 2005 .. put of• c:an,paicn ~ t1aat 111at them pcaidmt 1Mta 1111'1clidlhat lhetc 
could mead ClO¥Cl'afe to .. _,, .. ooe-Olird "' - "-Id be a lop priority. 
thn3 miDioo Am<riam wboatt- UlliDftd. Texas Go.. GeorfC W. Bush aod other ~ 
. • Jn a m,Jor apeed, tbat laid out bia Nioa of bow licant Uft not o«md detall,d WWI OD bealth 
toitia,,etheutioo'a halthcatt.,._,Gottaloo cattllat Ill ,-,.al llh'toppoeed the bc-sa:pa,>-
aid that. If dtcled praidmt. ht wuuld~ par- aioa "' .,..,.,_. procnma. -nae ,_,__ 
moaad people <J¥U the a,e of 55._ ~ .SO-'l beline a 1arft ,-r,-t eolutiOD Is the 
~ the int tlmo lhtoueb the coun!Jyl public• 1-- to ffay problem." aaJd apolnwoman 
-- . . Mlady~addia(tbatS-waa1a·to_,_ . 111cr,!i.! .... -:alled lot __ .,._"'6- _.,.,.. by peopiewl,o attei,a,le •eilstint 
undal "-- aad ,-kb to l,dp ~ ~lalthprocraml. 
- do a better job of locatJac the millioas oi In Ills apt,eda, Gott a1ac1ec1 oat Texas foe Its 
childml wbo qualify lot .... att II« airolled 1arft 11UD1ber of ~ cbildrea.. llOOII( WI 
~ and the,.,...,,,_., mathdr- oae-quartcr oi them "art ati11 out ID the cold.. 
Ouldtt:D'a Holth lnsunnce ProcranL And be PIO' 1n a - ddi¥Ot)' that rarely deviated 
po1m I l)'llan of 25 pm:,e,11 lax bttaJcs to maJo: from the~ Im acrolliDtoo hisTtld'rocnl>-
iasl.nslce - affordabk to small busillcu<s and 
people wbo Dttd to buy it oo thdr own. 
. :We lffllSt and wc can DIOft toward accaa to af. 
fo<dabk quality health cart foe eYtt'/ AmericaD I 
falllily" •Gott aid at a.ildten'a HoapiW ol Los 
~ in the lat.<st ill! aerie■ of~~ 
•t bumishin( I reputation foe ~ policy 
prOpOUls. 
• • While-he ~red ~ new Ideas. large pons 
ol Cott•, plan omount to a continuation of Pttsi• 
dent Oitlton'a proposals. including initiotMs to 
help disabled people lcttp their COY<~ if th<)' re­
tum to wor1t and to IP"" tax breaks to Amerieaas 
for'°"Cffllllc:are. 

Gott aid ht f:aYOn the administntioa'a pn,poe, 
al to - tbt aptCIH budctt ~ to lcttp 
Mc4icare from ,,.,,...., out ol mooey atly ill ~ 
11cx1 ceatury, addin( that ht ~ the politi­
-n.·upopu1ar Idea"' maldaC people wait loQcer 
bdcitt th<)' can join tlae u.tion'a health lnaunaoe 
11CQCr11111 foetbtddirt,. But.otbtrwile. be- re­
marbbly lileat OQ tht lla1lh cart lsme ..,,,., 
aichofWuhiactOD: bow to lffll1ICllltt Medicare 
10 lllat lt' ranains 6IW>CiaDy IOMllt wdl into tlae 

~i.,,tacout his ,isioo oC the~ ol bedh 
carc Gott put the laaieoC aooeaa bacltoo the polit• 
ical front-burn<,- at I time when the hllks oi the 
wmuttd haft been Ntllinc by about l million 
each ,eat. But ht did IO in l far mott CIWOUS 111111-
D<r tbaD thtbeal~ pitd, tbat-• ioey 
lhelDt of BiD Oitlton'a 1992 praiclent:ial cam-

~ Gore almost braatd about the limits of 
his propooaJ. o-ct, oK>Cials familiar with the de­
tail$ of the plan predicted that it would prOYidc 
COYCtage to pcrhaj,s 15 million children and adulu 

Ter, Gore mdhocllally madt bis OK foe -.Won­
a,y but practical~." The wit president PY< 
DO due 1$ to bow inudl bis plan~~ and 
~ &aid simply that aD ol Gott'acampaiOI prom­
ia<s ~ be paid lot withift the C0Dtext oi I baJ. 
anoedbudett, 

N ht bu done with lssuN aucli u education. 
Gott is attanpun( to expand on the health care 
lounclation laid by Oitlton without radically ~ 
putint from il Ht reltttatcd bis lillppOrt for a "pa­
tients' bill of ricbts" that the adminisuatioa wants 
Concress to adopt to protect people in manag«I 
cart piano. 

"I 1111 D0t aatisticd when ~-4tatb medical 
cledsiODa art lllldt by HMO bureauc:rata at the 
other end ol I ltitpboat line." ht aid to ll)l)la­
from about 100 boapital o«icials and anion mcm­
ben.. '"Ibey cloa't ilrtt I~ to practice medi· 
c:iMora ri&bttopi.,God.• 

1be aewat ldeM ID Gott'a plan are the COGStd-
. laliolt o1 ·.,._is to cxtml laealdi ~ to 

more of tht aatlao'a ~ ~ and par• 
alts. He aid the .-.,m,alt aboaldeq,anddlii· 
billty aa thtC!dldma'a Health1-allCle Procram 
by about 1 mlllioa ,.,.._ by nltift(tbt dlii· 
billty cdliftc. • to about $41.000 a ,....111 i-for 
I family tJl bit. families with hicl>er Incomes 
~ ht allowed to buy In--.. throueh the 
llf()Crllll lot aboutSJ..2001 yar. 

Created ID a 11197 budfet ■o-t between 
Concress and the White House, the S2• billion 
1WOCJ1111 was intmded to = about half of the 
nation's 11 million llllinsured chlldmL But ac,c,ord• 
in( to the - tteent ooant. ooly 1.3 million an, 
takinc pa.rt. 

CmtnoUJI nporltdfrt,m !As A~•lu. Cold.stlin 
fro"' Wasltintto,i. 

~h~ lUll.51Jlngton t)ost 
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Gore Places His Emphasis on Children 
As Part of New Hoolth-Care Initiative 

By Jt.\:-t:-tt:CUMMl~CS 
s, .. rr lt~percr, •I Tu« WA.U. Snu,n Joua .,..,,L 

W ASHINCTON-\rice l'reSlcknl Al Gort 
proposed IU cttdlts for lamllles and w«t· 
m wbO must bey llltlr own heallh tnsurance 
ar.s ronandal bonuses !or stales lllal slcnl(l­
canll)· tncruse lht chlld beallh<ate rolls u 
part"' his ntW h<allh-art lnlllatlvt. 

Unvtilinc lht plan al Chlklrtn"s Hospl· 
lal in Los Anc,les yesterday, Mr. "Gort 
vowed to lake a 
··rundan><nlally di!· 
!trtnl approach" lo 
h<allh-art reform 
Iha n Prtsldtnl Clln• 
ton did. "We have 
all turned lhal wt 
cannol O'ttr11aul lht 
system In one feU 
swoop," lht Tice 
pttSideot uld. MBl· 
perienci has tauct,I 
IIS lb.at there Is I 
way to kttp wb&l Is 
rl(hl. while !\xiii( 
Whal Is wronr wllb 
American hUllb Utt." 

Mr. Gen's lnltlalha pnmar1b' ~ 
build on -already l&llroduc,edor adopled 
by lht CllaCon ldmllllstnlloll Bui ulll­
matdy, ht said. bis eoal u presldelll ~ 
be lo ensure dial ewry dllld In 1lle U.S. bu 
- to quallly htallbcatt by 3005. 

Atnon( his by propouls att:. 
• An txpansloa o( tilt Chlidffll'I Health 

lnsw-antt Procnm. a fedm!IY fuaded 
s1a1t h<allh-lnsw"anct p,ocram lb.at pro-

Officials Kept 
Russian Probe 
From Gore 

By Boe DAVIS 
$raff lt~trlrr e/ T 'l1UI: WMJ. $ "T'llu;T JOVIIHAL 

WASHINCTON- ~uury, Stale Ot­
partmtnl and Wlllle Hoose olrlClals 
learned lhls lpnn( o( llleptlonl o( a IIIU• 
slve Russian money-laundmn( tperallon 
lnvoMnc 8aAk o( New Yortt Co., but dldll'l 
pus the lnJormallon to lht vice prtsldtnl 
or president. 

vldes eovei-ace 10 thlldren from loWtr•on• 
Cllffle lamllles. Under tllt Cort plan. th• 
procram would be adjusted to apply 10 lam· 
lilts u minc u inuch as 2SO'k ol the 
poverty rate, or about $0,000 for a !amlly 
of lour. Aboul one mlUlon dlllclrtn would 
fall Into tllt - calt(Ol'Y ol coverare. The 
plan would also permll loW•lncome parents 
to bey Into lht procram. In addlllon. !aml· 
lies lhat um more lhan 250'>, ol lht 
poverty rate bul doo't have private health 
lnsuranct woold be all°"ed lo buy Into lhe 
pcocram. 

• A provision lhal would rrant financial 
bonuses to stales lhat ntffl chlld h<allh· 
care enroUn><nl tarrets and reductions In 
am> fundill( lor lhose that fall to show 
pc-ocress. Federal ltUdles havt sl-.. lhal 
1111111ons • of dllk\rtll dJC1ble for eovem· 
1De11l-uslsled health care are DOt eN'Olled 
Ill the pn,rrams. Mr. Cllntoll rtttnUY un· 
ftlled l aa1a ol illltl&U- aimed al In· 
ausln( ~ lbat ~ from dJ.s. 
paldlin( federal lnffltl(ators to rmew 
Nit procrams to lffil!n( lftltn to public· 
IChool pr1Adpals. Mr. Con would lake 
thole effoc11 • ~ l'llr1her by lllcludin( 11· 
aanclal lnttGU--

• A ..., tall credit lhal would covtr 25'l. 
ot the prem111n1 cam for a ftrwlY"' peop1e 
wbo&l"ffl'tCUfflllUyCOffl'tdby~. 
For U&Jlll)le, Ille credit CIIUld be used by 
pecple &red~ lo ts to NJ Into Medicare. 
bylllla.D ~tooffa'emc,lo1ffl In· 
surance c:owrare, or by families wllO att 
lookln( to NJ pnvate lnsuraJI«, 

Cc>ftU.ued ~ Pogo AJ 
tellce of the tnvesll(alloo ID Ai>ol from rec· 
ulal«S al lht Federal ~ Banlt ol 
New Yon. Truswy oflldals were told 
u..re wun't lllY n\denct lhal U.S. or ln­
ttrutlonal Monetary F\IDd resources wm 
lnl'lliv«I In the lllOCley ~. a senior 
admlnlstralloo olllcla1 said. 

Tht ~uury Department then rtlaytd 
II>< lnlormallon up the chain of command 
to then-n-tasury Secretary Robert Rubin. 
Mr. Rubin has told lorn><r collU(Uts that 
h< doe$n't rtmember bein( told ol the mat• 
ttr. But the lnlonnallon wun't passed to 
~ Wlllle Houst o(llcl&ls because ll was 
considered to be the l)l'O'llnce of the Justlet 
llep&rttnfflt. the admlnlstnllon official 
uk\. 

Al the time, the ~asury WU consider· 

Vice President Al Core, ID puticu1ar. 
has been crlllclzed by Rtpubllcan prul· I 
denllal candidates for bdn( "out of the 
loop" on the money-laundainc probe.~ I 
spite his poclllon u chalnnan of a blna· • 
llonal commission lhal OvtffffS IUII)' U • 
pec1s "' u.s.-Russ1a re1at1acs. Mu lllffl 
WIS a loop o{ ~. that loop WU fonn,d 
on the day we recel•ed a briefin(' late last 
monu,, u idaCorealde. "lldkln't u lstbe-

1

. 
lore th<n." 

But =tor administration olllclals yes• 
Imlay detailed. for th< first time, a series 
or contactS by whk:h federal o(Qclals 
learmd of the money•launcltrin( probe by 
U.S. ln•tstlplon. 

In( whal c:ondltionl the 00 should insist 
upon to pcolffl lllY tuture loanl to Russia 
l(almt lbeft or a,lsuse. Trtuur7 ol!ldals 
"fflSltllllly deffloped a plah In which lllY 
ua 1oam would ao to .,_, oa Russia's u· 
lsUII( - to the !\Ind and wouldn't pus 
lbrouC1> l(oscow. The OIAtoll official uk\ 
thll leanlA( about Ille -,..taundertnc 
probe didn't affect the llfecua,ds lllal 
wtf'tlOU(ht. 

Separately, ID Mud, 1999, Stale De­
partment ollldals turned from a forel(n 
Co"fflll'Wl'l lhat Bani: o( Kew Yoct wu be­
Inf lnffltl(ated. Stale Department o(ll-

Treasury olli~\s leamtd ol the u ls· 
Pim~ 1lm1 ro Po<fe A 16. Colwm• I 

clals then alerted their coUeaiues wbo 
w«t on crln>< and~ i-at Ille 
Wlllte House's Nallonal St<wily ()ounc:11. 
TO(tther. the State Department and NSC 
olfidals briefed the Justice Departrntnl 
and Federal Bwuu ol lnYffl1(atlon on the 
allq atlons, tWQ =lor admlnlstnllon olO· 
elals sald. Neither Ille Justice Departmen1 
nor u.. FBI would confirm the u lsttnct ol 
the probe al thal time, Ille o(llclals said. 

A/t,rward. the Olnlon offlclals uld, 
Stale D,partmtnl and NSC oflidals would 
.. ,.mind"' lh< Justltt D,partmtnl and 1'131 
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ol their Interest. But lnvtsU(llOrS dldn"t 
tell the Slate Department or NSC about the 
probes or whelhu lorelcn1)0llcy Issues 
wtre Involved. M a rtSuit. saJd a senior 
Olntoll admlAlstnllon olllclal, the auep• 
tloas COOCfflllnc money laWlderin( and 
Bank of Kew Yoct wtrtn't pus,,don lO pol­
Icy ollldals al the White House or to the 
v1tt president's offlct. 

Admlnlstrallon olflClals make a disllnc· 
lion between the Information provided by 
Fed olfklals or O'terstU conw:ts. and lht 
J11Slltt Department"• formal money•laWI· 
derlnc probe. Treasury, Slale and Whitt 
Hoose olflclaJs. lndudln( Mr. Cort, 
wtrtn'l brleled about Ille fonnal Justice 

. ~l probe until around AU(. 27. 
11lt Fed bas been loOtlll( al questlon.s 

of Russian -,, lawtderlnr for l<Xlte 
lime. In 199S, U conducted an lnqulry Into 
possible U1e(a1 bankin( adMtles by 

,_Mau.le,, lht Russian ballll lh&t Is now a 
~ 10C11S o( the IIIOllt)'•laundmll(probe. Thal 

lnYeStlpUon Included a mlt to Moscow by 
a top Fed olllc:lal and a meetln( In Wash· 
ID(ton ~ Fed lnffltl(al«S and 
Mffl&ttp Vice Ownnan Koostanlln Ka· 
(llonlly. """. leadln( li(lft In the Bank 
of New Yoct lnvesUptlons. 

President Clinton plans lo raise the 
inoney·launderln( us,, wllh Russian 
Prime Minister V\a41mlr Putin when lhe 
two meet this weekend 11 an economic 
summit In New Zealand. Mr. Olnloo wants 
to assure lht Russians lb.al the probe tsn 'l 
beln(drtttn by U.S. domtStie politlcS, said 
a U.S. offlclal. and t mphaslu U.S. con· 
ctms that IDlttllltlonal loanS and aid not 
be abused. ln-ll(alOn art lookinC al 
whdller IMF loans Wtrt Improperly di· 
•tried Into ollshore accounts. 

"The president has always been con· 
cermcl wllh lssut5 ol crime and com1plion 
In RIISsla, and haS raised lhat ln his mffl• 
Ines wllh Russian officials." said While 
House spokesman Joe Lockhart. 
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Bad< lo IChool: Preoidlnt Chon lakes queslior1S torn fnt-
gaders Ill 8"xllr.e Gio,e 8enwCrr School .. Chy, Md. 

Politicians greet students 
with education proposals 

By Laurence McQulllan 
USA TODAY 

Vice President Gore un­
¥Ciled • broad plan Tuesday 
lo bnag allotdable bealU, 
care 1o mlWom ol Clllldren 
and low-Income adults 
llll'Ough a prcgram or tax 
cm!Usand fllndln& lncenll¥CS 
lo lbe stales. 

But be stopped SllOrt ot of­
fering delalls oo bow mucb 
Ills Ideas -.Id cost 

OuWnln& bis bcalU,-are 
priorities lbOuld bis quest for 
lbe Wblte House succeed. 
Gore called for Improve-
- ID lbe msttng sysCem 
while dlidlDg Ills Democnllc 
l'MII. former renal« BW 
Bradley, for fllYOrin& an ap, 
proedl tbll ~ resumc:t 

Republicans and DaDocnls 'Wlslled public IClloOls 'Ille$, tbe deblle _. UIIMl18I 
day lo lllcllll&llt llielr edUCllloG pc,ip-ams. lllldclllS re- bealUI me. 
turned after - - -- 111,e all lec'Ded 111&1 Presldeal CIIDloa IOld lludealS and parents II Br1IOlr.e we C&DDOt Ml1llal Ille ~ 
Gn,ye Elemealary Sclloal In Olney, Md., 111&1 Ille GOP tax lelll In - tell swoop.• Core 
cut -.Id 11urt educalloll JlmdlQg. "11'1 bmlc: artlllmdlc." be aid. anappll'alt rdereac:e lo 
sald. "We must lllvat-. IIOt lelr,, 111 edlalloa." Prcsldeal Clnloa'J lll-tlled el· 

In CindnDIII, ~ lejliesealMMs J.C. Walls .Ir. ol • fort lbor1lY after comlnC lo 
OkJ&boma. Amie Noc1111p ot ICelllllcl:y ad Sle¥C Clllbot ol Ille "1llle Boll9e Ill l'9S. "We 
Ohio wlt.ed 011aa ElaDellaly Scbool Ill 111111 Ille GOP'& must ad we CID - ao, 
scbook:boloeplanlllddlartsllllunl-tedema.y ces Ill lflordalJle, 4'11111Y 
OYtt Ill locll ldlool oaldlls lllddenallle llow llelllll spend llelllll arc for e,ay dllld Ill 
II. TIiey aid ldlool --pl'OCl'IIIII and dllc1a' ICllools America by 2005,• Oare 1111d 
Ci¥C parenls lllenlllMS Ill fllllllC pubic aools.., Ciak ID a apeecla Ill Los An&deS-
compeOOon ID Ille IClloOls Is a IOOd lblQg." Cllllllol sald. Goen plan focuses oa a:• 

pandlnc~IUCll•Cbe 
CHINA ISSUE: House 1a1mu1t1oo11 Rdallom Committee Oiildratll He,Wi lmunlDce 
Oiatnnan ~ Gilman. R-N.Y. urged Presldeal Qin. Prccr'&lll lo cova'cblldreo ID 
ion 1o press Ille oi- leaderslllp lo~ lbe use of tamtllestbllearulOomucb lo 
ro~ &pins(~-amon meets lhls "6: with Chinese quality 1or Medicaid but 1oo 
President Jiang ZanlD II Ille Asla-PadAc Economic Coop, little lo attord private Insur· 
eratlon swnmll Gilman aid ~ Is CI000el'Dlld about ance. 
tllrealS &pins( 1alwc by malnland Olina, wllldl rep:'ds Slates -.Id reoehe addi· 
u,e Island es a rmqa.se ptOYIDce. us. policy Is tbll 111ere Is tional tuodine tor 11,e pro, 
~Y one OIIDa and lbe l!llue Is lo be tolYed pcacdully. pm. 

Camp&l&n Pres Secma,y 
PRESIDENTIAL TRAVE1: President Olffoa. wtio visited Klld Moore aid the vice 
only three foreign 00Ulllries during bis lint y,eal' ID olllce, Is president wtll UDYell de1alls 
now lbe ID05l widely lnMled presldeli. In 6ll yars ID ol- laltt In Ille ,-ear. 
!Ice, be bas bee11 lo 58 COW11ries and lenilories. Geoc'se Gore also called '°' a 25,i. 
Bush visited 36 OYer tour )'ell$, wbi1e Roalld Reagan weot refundable tax aedlt for lndl­
lo260Ytt dgbly,em.-'-C posslble llol)S ID 2000 are Ant- Yldll&ls wbo do DO( have ac­
ardlca. ~ and Vldllam. Slepbal Hess. a pmldeslUal cess to beallll-are plans 
analy5t al tile BrootlDp JmtltulloQ, aid pn!Sldeals lraYel tllrooglt their ffllpiOyefs. 
- II Ille end ot llielr lerms. Ibey loot lo build llielr 111$, 
lonCII lepey. "As Ibey - lo tile end ol llielr ff:&lme, 
Ibey teod IO ,et more adulalloaand clleerlaC aowds wbeD 
tbe '° abroad," be said. '1'oUlldans, puUcularty presldeDIS, 
Wr.e tbll IOrt ot lbdt" 

SBCA1E «:NARGES:Sea.Max Bau­
QIS, l)MoGI., ... .,_ ~ ot 
mulaC -- adYID0eS IOnrd bis cblel ol ltatl, Oi&1sUDe Hledermdcr; 
and llr1Dg ber wllell Ille IOld b1m lo 

llop. Bauoas denied lellUlll1 --­Ille NledenDder. and 111d Ille made 
Ille &ealSllloas &lier be told ber be 

- ldllnc ber '° becail9e ol lla!t 
C0IDjllllals about r mel!ICffllffl 

" ICYle-Slie bas DOt lllol a tonul oom-
Baucus: ~ plllat. The case - llnl ffl)0rt,ed by 
ottwassmn Roi Call, a Capitol HW iie,,speper: 

FEDEMLNET HACKER: EncBurmolSllordlne. Was11... 
ia-n In compuler laddnC drdeS • -zyidoa.. pleaded 
JUIUY ID AleDlldrla,. ..._ lo (Yl)er'lllaClcs oo Ille 'I'd> pages 
of Vice Prelldelll Gore, NAI'O and tile US. kllocmallon 
~ -Dlmace ac:eeded $40,000. Bunls i.oes up lo 0¥C 
yait'S ID prllonll tealadae Nov."19. Heabo admllled badt· 
Ing o1ber ~ Uld buSIDess Illes. and adYlsln& ou,. 
..-son boW IO penelJ'lle Ille White House Web lite. 

CORRECTION: All Man~ SIIOuld baYe said tbe Con, 
slituUoo Pu1y. tormerty tile US. ~rs Pu1y, nomlnal­
<d founder Howard Pbllll(l5 lo be president and syndicated 
columnlsl Joseph Sobnn lo be vice p<'eSldtftt. 

Written by Paul Leavin w1Ul staJt and wire repons 

_, 

He said companies get a 
tax credit tor tbe cos:t or 
healU, lnsunnee, "but not In· 
dMduals wbo lla¥C to Ce! COV· 
enge oo lbetrown. That's Just 
not lair, and 'Ille ba¥C lo 
dwl&e 11.· 

Gore also noted that small 
buslnestes account tor about 
3K ol tbe lllllon's worttorce 
but 11W many do not supply 
beallll care because U can 
oost tbem es much as three 
tunes wllal It costs large com­
panies tor Insurance. 

Republican Rep. John 
Boelultt ol 0111d said Gore's 
plan fllled lo address a key 
reason many small arms do 
DO( otter beallll c:o,i,erage: 
fear Ibey will be subJed lo 
frt;olous lawsults. 

"Few r1chtCllnele<S employ• 
..-s In America wUI even dare 
lo offer beallll CO\la'ICe" until 
tllal Issue Is addressed, 
Bodmerald. 

The Famllles USA Founda· 
tloA praised Core's wUllng­
_.., address beallh-Care ls-
sues and arced other 
Cllldldales lo dbculs W1IYS lo 
almd ~ lo an esti­
mlled O mWloll Americans 
wllboallL 

llan l'lllllla, aecuti¥C di• 
redor °' tile consumer croup. 
praised Core lor 'bdrl& tbe 
Ont presldeatlal candldale lo 
oulline a proposal 11111 -,1c1 
&O a loag "ll!Y lo bdplog 'IIOt'k· 
In& lalDUles get tbe health 
COYet'age Ibey need: ' 

ScoU McCldlan, a spokes­
man for GOP tront-ninner 
Georie W, Busll, Aid, "Heallll 
care Is an tmponant Issue. but 
11 doesnl require tile kind or 
big go¥Cf1llllel1I solutionS th8l 
Al Gore now • •• supports,· 

Bradley said, -we ha¥!: to 
Judge wllal a procram can ac• 
complish. not JU51 whether It 
sounds good: 

Bradley said he would pro­
pose a healtb<art poUcy in 
several weel<S. 
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Gore offers Rx for the uninsured 
' Video 
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comeotion speed 
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NBC's Claire Shipman 
reports on Gore's health 
Insurance proposal. 

V10e President IJ Gore unveils his plan to improve health care coverage 
for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los 
Angeles on Tuesday. 

By Claire Shipman 
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT 

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7 - Vice President Al Gore 
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook on Tuesday, promising health 
insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. 
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How would you 
describe Gore's 
health care plan? 

A smart set of 
incremental 
changes. 
Too little, too late. 
A prescription for 
disaster. 

( VOTE } 

( MSN BCINTEIACTIVE 

Vote to see results 

IT IS ONE of Gore's costliest campaign proposals 
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every 
child in the United States health insurance. 

But what it doesn't do is propose an overhaul of 
the nation's health care system - a plan that backfired 
on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

"If you elect me president," Gore said, "I will 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our 
country has full access to fully affordable health 
coverage." 

Gore's key proposals: 
■ Let more people participate in a government 
program that offers low-income families insurance for 
their children. 
■ If people earn too much money to qualify, but still 
need insurance, they can buy in. 
■ Parents in low-income families would become 
eligible for insurance too. 

■ Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an 
individual policy or buy into a government program 
would get a tax break. 
■ Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early, 
at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 

Health care experts call the plan a practical one. 
"It builds on programs that already exist and 

seems to work well and I think it is practically feasible 
to get this enacted," said Ron Pollack, of Families 
USA. 

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president 
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic 
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will 
propose something approaching universal coverage, 
and Repu~licans and health industry advocates, who 
fear that imposing too many mandates on private 
health care firms will drive up costs. 

Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay 
for it. 

"Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I 
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced 
budget," Gore said. · 

But with experts 

http://www.msnbc.com/news/308899.asp 
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estimating a cost for 
the program of 
between $30 billion 
and $50 billion over 
five years, many are 
eager to see just how 
he' ll make it all add 
up. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Gore unveils health care 
proposal for reaching the 
uninsured 

September 7, 1.999 
Web posted at: 4: 16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT) 

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al 
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals 
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured 
Americans into the health care system, including 
a plan to give every child in the nation access to 
affordable health care by.2005. 

To bring more children into the ranks of the 
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, which 
helps states provide coverage to children in 
working families. States can use the federal CHIP 
money to cover children in families that earn up 
to 200 percent of the poverty level. lf elected, 
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250 
percent. 

"That is a 
commitment 
that I'll keep," 
he said. 

Gore would 
also allow 
families that do 
not qualify for 
the program, 
ant:i"do not 
receive health 
benefits Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday 
through their on the country's health care system 

jobs, to buy into the program. He would give 
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he 
believes are not fully utilized. 
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush, the Republican presidential front-runner, 
when he noted that many Texas children don't 
have health insurance even though they are 
eligible for health insurance via CHIP. 

"ln some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one­
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he 
said . 

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of 
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65, 
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed 
allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the 
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25 
percent tax credit to help defray the cost. 
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 
65. 

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach 
to changing managed care adopted by President 
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the 
system failed to win congressional approval in 
1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the 
system in one fell swoop," Gore said. 
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to 
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

Gore's plan also would: 

• Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or 
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace. 

• Encourage small businesses to band together to 
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by 
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms. 

• Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of 
nghts, similar to legislation that Congress will 
consider when it returns this month from recess. 
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether 
he favors allowing patients to sue their health 
maintenance organizations and collect damages 
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted 
Democratic legislation this year that would do so. 
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Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients 
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that 
doctors can tell patients all their medical options 
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that 
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't 
have to change doctors in the middle of 
treatment. 

"They don't have a license to practice medicine 
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore 
said of HM O's. 

He suggested that it also would require managed 
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's 
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered 
from .depression. 

"I want to make sure that a patient with 
depression is given access to care on terms no· 
different from a patient who has diabetes," he 
said. "And I will begin by improving mental 
health services for those who receive Medicaid." 

Gore promised to establish new public-private 
partnerships to expand access to prevention and 
wellness programs and to promote such 
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what 
the government's role would be, however, nor did 
he say how he would finance the new initiatives. 

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that 
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, 
who has said he will propose something 
approaching universal coverage, and 
Republicans, who fear that imposing too'many 
mandates on private health care firms will drive 
up costs. 

"Others will argue against reforming our health 
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by­
step. Some of them will tell you that the only 
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution," 
Gore said, in an ~pparent reference to Bradley. 

The Associated Press contributed 
to this report. 
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms 

By Scoll Lind/aw 
Associated Press Writer 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT 

New,;woolu:om LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday 
lritanica 1arenec Ihde to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by 
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2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing 
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care 
system. 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he 
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental 
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after 
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional 
approval in 1994. 

'' We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell 
swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us 
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week 
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the 
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas. 

-
Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks~ but one reference clearly 
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. " In some 
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still 
out in the cold," Gore said. 

With his proposal, the vice president ~taked out different ground than 
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said 
tie will propose something approaching universal coverage, and 
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs. 

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily 
from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by 
Republicans. 

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/W APO/19990907 N000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99 



"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, 
quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris 
Lehane said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not 
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore 
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance 
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for 
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a 
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 

''We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether 
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan 
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be 
''stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be," 
Bradley said. 

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage, 
and the number has grown by about 1 million a year this decade. 
Some 11 million children are uninsured. 

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance 
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working 
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover 
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level. 
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent. 

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250 
percent or higher; according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at 
the National Conference of State Legisfatures. 

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program, 
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the 
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents 
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid. 

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully 
utilized . 

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into 
such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million 
children and adults covered, Lehane said. 

http:/ !search. washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/W APO/ 19990907 N000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99 
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are 
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for 
Medicare at 65. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to 
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent 
tax credit to help defray the cost. 

Gore also would: 

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and 
is awaiting consideration in the House. 

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for 
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the 
finns. Republicans favor such an approach. 

--Press for a ''real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to 
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't 
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue 
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like 
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so. 

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who 
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's 
initiatives '· a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the 
uninsured." 

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, "especially since it 
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage 
for the uninsured." 

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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Gore Health Care Glance 

By The Associated Press 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:5 1 p.m. EDT 

Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday 
in Los Angeles: 

--Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance 
by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty 
line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of 
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with 
incomes above $41,000 to " buy into" federal ly subsidized health care 
coverage. 

····~ f)is1r}l)flf'l'ila.~ -States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage. ~-
r:;:'r.l' Gd Re.:tdy 

~ •~ i' t1> Emb,irl< 
.,.., . [ , 1 l)n ~ 

'' 1-. . _\ Journey t o 

l _ ~-. Success!. 

--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent 
refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack 
access to employer-based coverage . 

--People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when 
they return to the workplace. 

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their 
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit. 

--Would expand Medicaid coverage ofmental health care. 

0 Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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Tbe Los Angeles Times 
Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children 
By CA TI-ILEEN DECKER, Times Political Writer 

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton 
since the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice 
President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure every child in 

Ame1ica and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their 
parents, all by the end of a first presidential te1m in 2005. 

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal -state 
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children 
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a family of four. That 
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's 
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000 
for a family of four. 

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in 
1997--uses federal and state money ·to help insure children. Members 
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up 
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child 
in IO does not have health insurance. 

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children 
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for 
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced 
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents . 

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan 
He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would 

enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect 
expanding access to on~ of the fastest-growing ~tgments of the 
uninsured population. 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience 
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality 
coverage._" 

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a 
program that could easi ly reach into the multibillion-dollar range. 
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later. 

' 



' 

"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget," 
Lehane said. 

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly 
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper 
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at 
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance 
costs . The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare 
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being 
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions. 

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to 
Gore's proposals, although most lauded him for tackling what many 
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43 
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or 
employer health plans. 

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way 
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at 
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94 
health care reform plan. 

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy 
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Publ ic Health, said 
that while helpful, Gore's program would not solve the problems of 
most uninsured Americans . 

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have 
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at 
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal --and would have 
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only 
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been 
eligible, Brown said. 

"It sounds like a number of interesting and useful small pieces 
which will help states expand [coverage] if they want to," Brown said. 
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured 
population out in the cold." 

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify 
for assistance programs but cannot afford premiums for private 
insurance. While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a 
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people 
cannot come up with the up-front money. 

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday 



is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million 
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's 
Health Insurance Program. 

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care 
analysts . California, where access to health care has recently been 
broadened, would feel less impact than most. 

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the 
pove1ty level--Gore's proposal--by next month. The children's program 
here goes under the name of Healthy Families . 

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details 
In te1ms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the 

pre~idential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about 
the plight of the uninsured but left specifics for later. 

His Democratic primruy opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill 
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health cru·e. 
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear 
"that the vice president and I have a different approach to the 
fundamental health care issues facing America." 

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate, 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of 
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace." 

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his 
own health care plan. 

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of 
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical 
health cru·e plan was blasted by neai·ly all sides in 1993-94. 

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of 
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque 
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs. 

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort, 
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillruy Rodham Clinton. 

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore cleru·ly alluded to the 
fiasco. 

"This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying 
to what he was compaiing his effo1t. Later, he said rather pointedly 



that the country needs "visionary but practical change." 

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of 
HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care 
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by 
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles , whose three children are now 
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina 
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein 
in HMOs. 

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into 
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common 
complaint that HMOs too strenuously limit hospital stays. 

"I am ce11ainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions 
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," 
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they 
have no 1ight to play God." 

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron 
Brownstein contributed to this story. 

Copyright Los Angeles Times 
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Gore details health-care plan 

By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer 

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable 
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income 
adults and retirees. Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice 
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the 
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994. 

"Expe1ience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing 
what is wrong with American health care," Gore said. 

"We must use our prosperity now to biing new change to our health-care 
system, to make our famil ies healthier and more hopeful for the new century 
ahead." 

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program, 
which backs state programs for low-income families, including California's 
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent 
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured. 

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent - the 
equivalent of $41,000 made annually by a family of four. 

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put fo1th a specific health-care 
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los 
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul 
the country's educational system. 

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where 
legislators have budgeted an-expansion of Healthy_.f amilies to the 250 percent 
level for the fiscal year. 

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that earn too much to 
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves. 

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide 
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000 
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families. 

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed. 

"This is a pretty revolutiona1y proposal because it would be extending Medicare 



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel , director of critical care medicine at 
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech. 

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern 
Cali fornia and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's 
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join 
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeati ng the 
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based 
insurance, not replace it. 

"Employers are sma11. They' ll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage 
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side 
effects." 

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that 
state "one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold." 

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit 
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to 
buy into Medicare; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care 
insurance when they return to work. 

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce bis own plan probably in 
the fall . 

"We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches 
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ 
from the Democrats," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky. 

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign te1med Gore's proposal an 
unnecessary big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-running 
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott 
McClellan . 

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the 
campaign," McClellan said. 

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill 
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a 
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a 
program's cost. 

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds 
good," the former U.S. senator said. 

Bradley, who has espoused more uni versal health -care coverage than Gore 



proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that 
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach 
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America." 

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly 
after noon to attend what staffers called a se1ies of "piivate meetings ." He also 
attended a reception at a private home in the Los Angeles area and then 
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood. 

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and 
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to 
Washington, D.C. 

--



Copyright 1999 Chicago Tribune Company 
Chicago Tribune 

September 8, 1999 Wednesday, CHICAGO SPORTS FlNAL EDITION 

HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR 
CHILDREN 

BYLINE: Associated Press. 

DATELINE: LOS ANGELES 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that aJI children have 

access to affordable heaJth care by 2005, offe1ing a wide-ranging package of 
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Ame1icans into the 
heaJth-care system. 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, if be captures the 
White House, he would pursue the same incrementaJ approach to changing health 
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system 
failed to win congressionaJ approvaJ in 1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop," 
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there is a 

way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong with American health 
care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for 
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on 
their agendas . 

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks , but one refer~pce clearly was 
aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "ln some states, Texas 
springs to mind, one-quarter of aJI children are still out in the cold," Gore 
said. 

With his proposal , the vice president staked out different ground than that 
of his Democratic rivaJ, former Sen. Bill 

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal 
coverage, and Republicans and heaJth-industry advocates , who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health-care films would d1ive up costs. 

While portions of his package were new, Gore bo1rnwed heavily from 



initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few c~es, by Republicans. 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of 
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every 
Ame1ican has access to affordable, quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane 
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax 
increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's 
Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore would use. 

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in 
families with i~comes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block 
grants to states. 

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on fami ly income. 

_, 



Copyright 1999 The Atlanta Constitution 
The Atlanta Journal and Constitution 

September 8, 1999, Wednesday, CONSTITUTION EDITION 

HEADLINE: CAMPAIGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kids 

BYLTNE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau 

SOURCE: Los Angeles 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about 
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable 
coverage available to all Americans. 

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, I will 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has fu ll access 
to fully affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers 
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers. 

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by fo,mer Sen. 
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough 
for children in poverty. 

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his 
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a 
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is 
growing rather than fading. 

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president 
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the fo,mer senator 
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks. 

_, 

"Some .. . will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size­
fits-all solution," he said. 

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care 
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging 
package of reforms "carefully, realistically and step by step." 

"We have all teamed that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop," 
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest until eve,y single 
American has affordable health care." 

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the 
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Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to 
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families . 

Currently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in families that earn 
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level. 

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibility cap would be raised to 250 
percent, or about$ 41,000. 

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent. 
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower' the cap below 200 percent. 

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group, 
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance. 

And Gore, promising to spur the states to greater efforts, took a dig at 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential 
nomination, also without saying his name. 

"In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-quruter of all children are 
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable." 

Gore would also allow families who currently do not qualify for CHIP and do 
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program, 
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents' 
income. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into 
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help 
defray the cost. 

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55 
and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicru·e at 65. 

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say t11~t any public 
expenses should be "fiscally responsible." 

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the 
context of a balanced budget" and not in te1ms of a tax increase. 

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address , 
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed: 

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights . He has promoted legislation that 
would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when care has been 
denied. 



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. · 

Encourage small bus inesses to band together to negotiate rates for their 
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies . 

Improve privacy safeguards for patients . 

Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses . 

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance 
organizations. 

"I am ce1tainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made 
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't 

have a li cence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God." 

--

--, 
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BODY: 
What is the difference between a policy that promises to cover 100 percent of Americans 

for medical costs and a policy that covers 95 percent of them? About 1,285 pages. 

President Clinton took about 1,300 pages in 1994 to lay out his plan for insuring ever 
American. Bill Bradley took about 15 pages last week to describe a plan to increase the 
percentage of Americans with medical insurance to 95 percent. 

O.K., I'm comparing apples and oranges. Mr. Clinton's plan covered every legislative 
tidbit. Mr. Bradley issued only an outline. Yet the point remains valid. Mr. Clinton's team never 
made its fiendishly complicated rewrite of a trillion-dollar industry decipherable to Congress or 
anyone else despite nearly a year of intense lobbying. 

Mr. Bradley's plan, by contrast, can be boiled down to one simple sentence. He invites 
uninsured Americans to buy coverage -- with subsidies for families learning less than about 
$50,000 a year -- through the Federal program that currently covers members of Congress and 
other Federal employees. 

Mr. Bradley achieves simplicity by forsaking l 00 percent coverage. He says his system, 
by opening up Congress's plan to everyone else, will persuade all but 5 percent of the 
population to buy coverage voluntarily. The estimate may be unrealistically low, but it is not 
daffy. The Clinton staff estimated that it could raise coverage from about 85 percent of the 
population to the low 90's with tax credits and other carrots. 

But in the giddy first months of his Administration, Mr. Clinton refused to settle for 
anything short of universal coverage. His experts told him that persuading the last remnants of 
the population to join health plans would require huge subsidies. So Mr. Clinton turned instead 
to mandates - everyone would be required to buy coverage. That required many pages of rules. 
With mandates would come opposition, from small business, large business, the self-employed. 
In anticipation, the Clinton plan built in huge subsidies for Detroit auto makers and others. Add 
more pages. Then the plan imposed elaborate rules to prevent waste and abuse of the subsidies. 
That took more pages still. 
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Next, Mr. Clinton proposed to redesign every corner of the health care industry, from 
the number of doctors that hospitals would train each year to the tiniest detail of the insurance 
policy everyone in American would be required to buy. Add dozens more pages of complex 
regulations. 

Mr. Bradley's plan skipped much of this mess by making a second simplifying decision. 
Instead of redesigning health care, he piggybacked coverage of the uninsured onto an existing 
health-insurance system, the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program, warts and all. There 
are warts. The Federal program provides too little incentive for enrollees to choose inexpensive 
plans and imposes unintended penalties on plans that do a good job catering to the sickest, 
most-expensive-to-treat patients. 

Yet the Federal program works reasonably well, and that is good enough for Mr. 
Bradley. Besides, there is a clever incentive system built into his plan. By tying the uninsured to 
Congress's own plan, Mr. Bradley insures that the uninsured will be treated well indeed. 

Will Mr. Bradley's plan cut the rising rolls of the uninsured? The issue took on 
poignancy this week as the Government released data showing that the percentage of the 
population without coverage rose slightly last year despite a booming economy. Mr. Bradley's 
subsidies, which he estimates will cost up to $65 billion a year but which some experts fear 
could reach several times that amount, might be too small to achieve voluntary compliance. 

But if the subsidies are raised too high, they could trigger a destructive reaction. Small 
employers tired of administering an expensive, complicated fringe benefit might decide to drop 
coverage entirely and direct their workers to the subsidized Federal program. The threat is that 
many of the workers who lose coverage at work, especially those whose incomes make them 
ineligible for Mr. Bradley's subsidies, would choose to remain uninsured. If so, Mr. Bradley's 
program could wind up doing more harm than good. 

Mr. Bradley has responses for these problems. His subsidies would go to low-income 
workers even if they continued to get coverage through an employer. That way the Bradley 
programs would not encourage workers to switch to the Federal program. And, by limiting 
subsidies to low-income fami lies, he would discourage employers from abandoning coverage 
for everyone else. 

Whatever the outcome of the Bradley approach, whether coverage rises to 95 percent or 
something less, Congress could then take a hard look at those who are left out and design a fix 
tailored specifically to their plight. This strategy would not achieve a grand leap to 100 percent 
coverage, but neither would it run up thousands of pages of rules for Congress to choke on. 
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JUDY WOODRUFF, CNN ANCHOR: Both Al Gore and Bill Bradley have made health care a 
focus in the Democratic presidential campaign. While both say all Americans should be insured, 
they differ on the means of achieving that goal. Today, Pat Neal takes a closer look at the issue -­
specifically, at the program that serves as a cornerstone of Al Gore's plan to insure America. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: You Doing OK? Have you been keeping the log that they talked 
about with your last visit? 

PAT NEAL, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): Eight-year-old Brian just wants the 
migraine headaches to go away. His mother, Grace Griffith, was able to take him to the 
neurologist because of the Children's Health Insurance Program, or CHIP. 

GRACE GRIFFITH, MOTHER: It's just a life saver. 

NEAL: Vice President Al Gore says that expanding CHIP could be the lifeline for American 
families. 

ALBERT GORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: Eventually to get health 
insurance to every single American in the country, but do it in a step-by-step way. And one of 
the first important steps will be to get every single child in America fully affordable, high-quality 
health insurance. 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Take your hands and roll them like this. 

NEAL: CHIP was created in 1997 with bipartisan support after Washington enacted sweeping 
welfare reform. Its goal is to reach children in lower and moderate income households, whose 
parents don't have access to health insurance through their employer. The federal government 
awards grants to states, which the states match with their own funds. Each state designs and runs 
its own program. Most parents like Grace pay a small premium and co-payment. 

GRIFFITH: Because I was working, I was able to afford it. It was $15 a month for my two sons. 

NEAL: In less than two years since its creation, all 50 states are participating. One reason: CHIP 
provides 15 percent more federal money to states than Medicaid does. But CHIP does have 
growing pains. Of the more than 10 million uninsured children in this country, so far only about 



one-tenth have been enrolled. Bill Bradley's campaign says that shows CHIP has not proven 
successful in dramatically improving coverage for children. 

ZOILA LAROCHE, MOTHER: I have been trying to get other insurance. And I cannot afford to 
pay like $550 a month. 

NEAL: Zoila LaRoche's kids and 30,000 others have been on a waiting list in Florida, because 
the program's grown faster than the state budgeted. 

ROBERT BLENDON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY: Many of the states have not been as 
aggressive. Their general feeling has been, as well, this is a problem. You have a child. If you 
need it, come down and fill out the forms. 

NEAL: Gore says the numbers are growing, and that as president, he has a plan to entice states to 
enroll more children. 

GORE: One of the things that we know works well is to give incentives for good partnerships 
with states, give bonuses to those states that do well, and exact financial penalties from those 
state that are falling down. 

NEAL: Sign-up would be on-the-spot in day care centers and schools. Enrollment would be 
coordinated with the school lunch program. And Gore would mandate mail-in applications. 

BLENDON: He's trying to move away from the public assistance image by making it look like 
other programs where you enroll. I mean, you can enroll in Social Security by mail. 

NEAL: The Bradley campaign says Gore's plan does nothing that's not already allowable by law. 
Gore's staff says that's ridiculous. His new plan would provide financial incentives to states, 
which expand CHIP to households whose annual income is up to 250 percent of the poverty rate. 
That's about $41,000 for a family of four. 

Also new: Payments to states to allow parents of CHIP kids, who have no access to employer­
based insurance, to buy coverage at affordable rates. 

GRIFFITH: For myself, I would love it. Because I, myself, I have a- I have a disease I was born 
with. I was born with Sickle Cell. And right now, I don't have insurance for myself. I just pray 
that I don't get sick. 

NEAL: For families with higher incomes but no access to employer-based insurance, Gore 
would allow parents to purchase policies for their kids in pools, making the premiums cheaper 
than in the open market. These families could receive a 25 percent tax credit. 

(on-camera): While Bill Bradley has criticized Gore's plan as not bold enough, Gore's goal is to 
build on a program he sees is working - broaden it with the eventual goal of insuring all kids and 
their parents. 



(voice-over): Gore's goal: To give every child access to affordable health insurance within five 
years. 

BLENDON: I think he believes since the initial program had such bipartisan support, that this 
type of approach, which also is endorsed by many governors, has the ability to avoid political 
controversy. 

NEAL: The cost of Gore's plan to expand CHIP is $136 billion over 10 years. He proposes 
paying for it with the budget surplus if Congress approves. 

Pat Neal, CNN, Miami. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

TO ORDER A VIDEO OF THIS TRANSCRIPT, PLEASE CALL 800-CNN-NEWS OR USE 
OUR SECURE ONLINE ORDER FORM LOCATED AT www.fdch.com 
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focus in the Democratic presidential campaign. While both say all Americans should be insured, 
they differ on the means of achieving that goal. Today, Pat Neal takes a closer look at the issue -­
specifically, at the program that serves as a cornerstone of Al Gore's plan to insure America. 
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GRACE GRIFFITH, MOTHER: It's just a life saver. 

NEAL: Vice President Al Gore says that expanding CHIP could be the lifeline for American 
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ALBERT GORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: Eventually to get health 
insurance to every single American in the country, but do it in a step-by-step way. And one of 
the first important steps will be to get every single child in America fully affordable, high-quality 
health insurance. 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Take your hands and roll them like this. 

NEAL: CHIP was created in 1997 with bipartisan support after Washington enacted sweeping 
welfare reform. Its goal is to reach children in lower and moderate income households, whose 
parents don't have access to health insurance through their employer. The federal government 
awards grants to states, which the states match with their own funds. Each state designs and runs 
its own program. Most parents like Grace pay a small premium and co-payment. 

GRIFFITH: Because I was working, I was able to afford it. It was $15 a month for my two sons. 

NEAL: In less than two years since its creation, all 50 states are participating. One reason: CHIP 
provides 15 percent more federal money to states than Medicaid does. But CHIP does have 
growing pains. Of the more than 10 million uninsured children in this country, so far only about 
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ZOILA LAROCHE, MOTHER: I have been trying to get other insurance. And I cannot afford to 
pay like $550 a month. 

NEAL: Zoila LaRoche's kids and 30,000 others have been on a waiting list in Florida, because 
the program's grown faster than the state budgeted. 

ROBERT BLENDON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY: Many of the states have not been as 
aggressive. Their general feeling has been, as well, this is a problem. You have a child. If you 
need it, come down and fill out the forms. 

NEAL: Gore says the numbers are growing, and that as president, he has a plan to entice states to 
enroll more children. 

GORE: One of the things that we know works well is to give incentives for good partnerships 
with states, give bonuses to those states that do well, and exact financial penalties from those 
state that are falling down. 

NEAL: Sign-up would be on-the-spot in day care centers and schools. Enrollment would be 
coordinated with the school lunch program. And Gore would mandate mail-in applications. 

BLENDON: He's trying to move away from the public assistance image by making it look like 
other programs where you enroll. I mean, you can enroll in Social Security by mail. 

NEAL: The Bradley campaign says Gore's plan does nothing that's not already allowable by law. 
Gore's staff says that's ridiculous. His new plan would provide financial incentives to states, 
which expand CHIP to households whose annual income is up to 250 percent of the poverty rate. 
That's about $41,000 for a family of four. 

Also new: Payments to states to allow parents of CHIP kids, who have no access to employer­
based insurance, to buy coverage at affordable rates. 

GRIFFITH: For myself, I would love it. Because I, myself, I have a- I have a disease I was born 
with. I was born with Sickle Cell. And right now, I don't have insurance for myself. I just pray 
that I don't get sick. 

NEAL: For families with higher incomes but no access to employer-based insurance, Gore 
would allow parents to purchase policies for their kids in pools, making the premiums cheaper 
than in the open market. These families could receive a 25 percent tax credit. 

(on-camera): While Bill Bradley has criticized Gore's plan as not bold enough, Gore's goal is to 
build on a program he sees is working - broaden it with the eventual goal of insuring all kids and 
their parents. 



(voice-over): Gore's goal: To give every child access to affordable health insurance within five 
years. 

BLENDON: I think he believes since the initial program had such bipartisan support, that this 
type of approach, which also is endorsed by many governors, has the ability to avoid political 
controversy. 

NEAL: The cost of Gore's plan to expand CHIP is $136 billion over 10 years. He proposes 
paying for it with the budget surplus if Congress approves. 

Pat Neal, CNN, Miami. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

TO ORDER A VIDEO OF THIS TRANSCRIPT, PLEASE CALL 800-CNN-NEWS OR USE 
OUR SECURE ONLINE ORDER FORM LOCATED AT www.fdch.com 
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focus in the Democratic presidential campaign. While both say all Americans should be insured, 
they differ on the means of achieving that goal. Today, Pat Neal takes a closer look at the issue -­
specifically, at the program that serves as a cornerstone of Al Gore's plan to insure America. 
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UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: You Doing OK? Have you been keeping the log that they talked 
about with your last visit? 

PAT NEAL, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): Eight-year-old Brian just wants the 
migraine headaches to go away. His mother, Grace Griffith, was able to take him to the 
neurologist because of the Children's Health Insurance Program, or CHIP. 

GRACE GRIFFITH, MOTHER: It's just a life saver. 

NEAL: Vice President Al Gore says that expanding CHIP could be the lifeline for American 
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ALBERT GORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STA TES: Eventually to get health 
insurance to every single American in the country, but do it in a step-by-step way. And one of 
the first important steps will be to get every single child in America fully affordable, high-quality 
health insurance. 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Take your hands and roll them like this. 

NEAL: CHIP was created in 1997 with bipartisan support after Washington enacted sweeping 
welfare reform. Its goal is to reach children in lower and moderate income households, whose 
parents don't have access to health insurance through their employer. The federal government 
awards grants to states, which the states match with their own funds. Each state designs and runs 
its own program. Most parents like Grace pay a small premium and co-payment. 

GRIFFITH: Because I was working, I was able to afford it. It was $15 a month for my two sons. 

NEAL: In less than two years since its creation, all 50 states are participating. One reason: CHIP 
provides 15 percent more federal money to states than Medicaid does. But CHIP does have 
growing pains. Of the more than 10 million uninsured children in this country, so far only about 



one-tenth have been enrolled. Bill Bradley's campaign says that shows CHIP has not proven 
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ZOILA LAROCHE, MOTHER: I have been trying to get other insurance. And I cannot afford to 
pay like $550 a month. 

NEAL: Zoila LaRoche's kids and 30,000 others have been on a waiting list in Florida, because 
the program's grown faster than the state budgeted. 

ROBERT BLENDON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY: Many of the states have not been as 
aggressive. Their general feeling has been, as well, this is a problem. You have a child. If you 
need it, come down and fill out the forms. 

NEAL: Gore says the numbers are growing, and that as president, he has a plan to entice states to 
enroll more children. 

GORE: One of the things that we know works well is to give incentives for good partnerships 
with states, give bonuses to those states that do well, and exact financial penalties from those 
state that are falling down. 

NEAL: Sign-up would be on-the-spot in day care centers and schools. Enrollment would be 
coordinated with the school lunch program. And Gore would mandate mail-in applications. 

BLENDON: He's trying to move away from the public assistance image by making it look like 
other programs where you enroll. I mean, you can enroll in Social Security by mail. 

NEAL: The Bradley campaign says Gore's plan does nothing that's not already allowable by law. 
Gore's staff says that's ridiculous. His new plan would provide financial incentives to states, 
which expand CHIP to households whose annual income is up to 250 percent of the poverty rate. 
That's about $41,000 for a family of four. 

Also new: Payments to states to allow parents of CHIP kids, who have no access to employer­
based insurance, to buy coverage at affordable rates. 

GRIFFITH: For myself, I would love it. Because I, myself, I have a - I have a disease I was born 
with. I was born with Sickle Cell. And right now, I don't have insurance for myself. I just pray 
that I don't get sick. 

NEAL: For families with higher incomes but no access to employer-based insurance, Gore 
would allow parents to purchase policies for their kids in pools, making the premiums cheaper 
than in the open market. These families could receive a 25 percent tax credit. 

(on-camera): While Bill Bradley has criticized Gore's plan as not bold enough, Gore's goal is to 
build on a program he sees is working - broaden it with the eventual goal of insuring all kids and 
their parents. 



(voice-over): Gore's goal: To give every child access to affordable health insurance within five 
years. 

BLENDON: I think he believes since the initial program had such bipartisan support, that this 
type of approach, which also is endorsed by many governors, has the ability to avoid political 
controversy. 

NEAL: The cost of Gore's plan to expand CHIP is $136 billion over 10 years. He proposes 
paying for it with the budget surplus if Congress approves. 

Pat Neal , CNN, Miami. 
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Subj: No Subject 
Date: 1/4/2000 3:44: 13 PM '.,;; ii ~tem Standard lime 
From: KaneKohn · 
To: EJuradoEsq 

. . LONG ISLAND COALITION 
: .'l FOR A NATIONAL HEAL TH PLAN 

Box 38.2 Hck$vlle, N.Y. 11802-9998 (516)897-3183 

January 4, 2000 

Dear Ellie, •; 
This was originaly FAX pages: ,,::-.'lch l\e combined into e-mail. Pages 1 and 2 are for Gore, 3 and 4 were originally prepared for 
Hillary when Ickes had tried t6 iifg-oduce Dr. Bernstein and I at the Hofstra health Care Conference that featured her as 
keynote speaker April 20th. s :•;l ;~t,e opening paragraph could also apply to Gore. 5 Is a summation of key phrases that we feel 
would owrwhelm Tom Delay,: : ',ti Gramm, Dick Army, Bill Thomas and the rest of the troglodytes. And certainly knock 
Bradley for a loop. : · ·' 

" Our organization has been figh :•p for owr ten yearn for this, and we have an 1800 person mailing list that also include o\€r 40 
related organizations such as:'. ; 
along Island Council of Churc:-;1~t\ 
oCoalition of Retired Teachern' ,:i.l·L. I. 
oCommack Retired Teachers 
oCWA Local 1104 

oCWA Local 1108 
oEastem Queens Democratic• t:llb 
oFirst Presbyterian Church ot'. .. ,\.~ttown 
oFamily Sel'\1ces Association '. ·' 
oLeague of Women Voters o( :,,1-fulk 
oEtc. : .: 

·: LONG ISLAND COALITION 
; ' FOR A NATIONAL HEAL TH PLAN 

P.O. Box 382, HO<SVLLE, N. Y. 11602-9998 o (516) 897-3183 

December 14, 1999 
For Vice President Al Gore • ( \:1~.1· Sir 
The political dynamics that dr~.;,~;l he country in 1968 have returned in 1999. As you may recall , the public was angry and 
screaming to get Vietnam off t ·•:1·r backs, and neither political party was listening-but Allard Lowenstein was. By bringing 
Eugene McCarthy forward, he'. u!f!ed all the anger into our political system to dump an incumbent president, and slow down 
the senseless killing. · '. 

r:; 

The same dynamic is here toci!JY·;_ The people hate the health Insurance companies (HM Os) and wants them off their backs, 
and both parties are once aga;,1 i'~noring or misleading them. ; .· ~ 

; . ~ 
In 1948, Harry Truman turned -.! :L~lSing presidential bid around. He called for National Health Insurance and asked the \A'.lters to: 
"Help me defeat the Republic,~n:i!!who are the Party of the pri'Aleged". Our Health Care approach can do it again. It will tap into 
the anger against the health ir;. ~1-1:mnce companies, and give you the issue to separate yourself from Bradley and Clinton. Both 
have offered economically, an~• ·-,i~manely unsound health care plans . Both based on the same error - Pri-.ate for profit 
insurance! ·' 

I :; 

11 will illuminate Bradley's diS~J!'<l!~ful $65 billion subsidizing of the for-profit health insurance industry that has failed the 
American people. ' 

The NY limes last month ack,11:,,Jledged that incrementalism is not working. The number of uninsured is now past 44 million, 
with a disproportionate numbe~· .q:\newty uninsured being women. The numbers will definitely increase as prices continue to 
rise in 2000. ! 

:"~':'.;,..; _W_ed_n_H_d-■y-, -J■-nu-■-ry-o-s,-2-ooo--Am11-r1_ca_O_n1-,n-•:-eJ-u-,aa-oE-•_q ___ P,-g-•:_ 1 __________ _ 
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A June 25, 1998 Wall Street .:wi:irial poll showed that almost 60% of the American people want go-.em,:nent inl.()lved in their 
health care. A more recent pc;:ly CNN showed 67% and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation showoo 79%. Our Executi-..e 
Board is conl.inced that these ~-~'.ntiments must be capitalized on to sol-.e the serious problems of our health care system, 
which naturally includes Medi,,:1£1~. 

64 years ago the Democratic: ; 't~Y gaw America Social Security o~r Republican opposition. 34 years ago the Democratic 
Party expanded Social Securi:i ·.;o gi-..e us Medicare, once again with Republican opposition. Now it's time to for a third step to 
protect the health of the rest c'.,1.1J.;e population. 

:! 
While the Medicare insurancei ~~(~gram has been a tremendous source of comfort and protection to our senior citizens. it's 
basic structure has containecki, ·najor flaw since its inception, that must be corrected to keep it's mission permanently ali-.e. 
By walling off the highest risk! ~: i!'~tor of the populatlon in their own insurance pool, the fundamental basis of economically 
sensible insurance is ..;olated; '~ preadlng the risk". Old people get sicker and cost more to treat than young people. 

Since all young people wi ll so'.>1;~_bay be old and need affordable co-..erage, the most sensible solution is to enlarge the senior 
pool to include the younger sE~1:t~ir of society, which automatically lowers the per capita cost of the system. The final result: 
E'A3ryone is co-.ered, choice c{ ,;i.'.ictor is restored, medical decisions are made by trained professionals, and o-..er $100 billion 
is sa-.ed! The sa1,1ngs could c(•~u:: needed drugs, co-payments and deductibles and long term care. Plus a giant bonus. It will 
SHRINK TiiE SIZE OF Gove·,~1, i1-.AEN11 

' 

The most important point to bt1:1i.~phasized is that Medicare's non-medical costs ha1.e always been between 2% and 3% of 
total expenditures, as compan.1Jto the private sector that wastes 20·30% on sales commissions, ad\ertising, administrati-..e 
paper work for 1800 insurancei ;(l:~s with small print, stockholder's di\1dends and CEO mega-million dollar bonuses. 

State Health Boards that wou1;:1 it!IEGOTIATE annual regional rates with health care professionals would complete a system of 
fairness for the physician and ;:t':l'•Jection for the patient. 

. ·: : 

The country must decide bet~:u1ii two free enterprise systems, one that benefits the insurance industry or one that protects 
its health care professionals a:·•11:bitizens. We have the historic opportunity to complete the unfinished dream of Presidents 
Franklin D. Roose-..elt and Har: ... , rruman -- Uni1.ersal Coverage, which they called National Health Insurance. 
Joe Kane - (516) 431-1684 ; . i 
Executi-.e Board Member of Li <::t:lalition For A National Health Plan 
Associate Publisher of Long g ,i:t:t h Independent Voice 
Dr. James Bemstein - Presid~1,if' ~ICNHP 
Assistant Professor of Medich: :ti :~t State Uni1.ersity of Stonybrook 
and Einstein college of Medid··,f:·:(Former Pres. LI Gastroenlerological Association and Nassau Society of Internal Medicine 

. LONG ISLAND COALITION 
1l FOR A NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN 

. :1 P.O. Box382Hok&vllle, N. Y. 11802-9998 (516)483-1110 

In 1993 we were well aware o{ lh~\ expenses of sales commissions, huge adwrtising budgets, stockholders dh..idends and 
millions of dollars for golden pi1r~} hutes for the CEO's that the private health insurance companies added to the cost of 
co-.erage. But we feared the p).M~ir and influence of their millions of dollars of lobbying on the Congress, so we decided to work 
with them to try to create a cC:·qJ;fOmise, but a stlll compassionate system for America. That was what the President meant 
when he said, "we will build or\ !1-i",\at we he-.e" . . · ; 

' ·, 
The Republican criticism of th,)J ·i: iinton Health Care plan as being Big Gowmment run health care, socialized medicine, or 
nationalization of health care, ;.:·, :1Jldn'l possibly be correct, as the plan was based on private for-profit insurance. Our mistake, 
and it was a big one, was not '.•·'?1::;jizing that the basic antagonism between the goal of the insurance companies to increase 
their bottom line, and the goa( ,~/:::~hysicians to get the patient well cannot be resol-.ed. When two FREE ENTERPRISE 
SYSTEMS clash in their objeclJ·,!·r5, one is going to lose out. 

The priv.ite for-profit middlemai 1 ·(IJ,e insurance company) is in control and dictating patient care. E-.en es they continue to 
deny needed procedures, cos·: !, .r.lre rising, and the uninsured numbers keep increasing by at least one million a year and dri.e 
up e-..eryone's costs. ' ; 

: i 

--------------·· .. ·•·!''--------------------------------------------, Wednud1y, J41nu1,y 05, 2000 America Onttn1: EJUfldOEsq Page: 2 
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Early this month, the NY Tim,:;1!:.,~cknowledged in a front-page story, that lncrementalism was not working. The number of 
uninsured is now past 44 mim:.r,d with a disproportionate number of the newry uninsured being women. Last year the Wall 
Street Journal reported that s-:·:%p fthe American people WANT gowmment In their health care. Recently the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation reported :::tF.t t their polls show 79% and a CNN poll said 67%. 
We have to design a system -~11:~(· will protect the patients by protecting the FREE ENTERPRISE of the doctors, nurses and 
hospitals to provide care base,;:! i.:'olely on the treatment needed, not on the bottom line of insurance companies that call 
themsel-.es HMO's. 

64 years ago the Democratie: ~rtirty gaw us Social Security In spite of Republican resistance. 35 years ago the Democratic 
Party enlarged Social Securi~; n:-~d created Medicare to protect the health of our senior citizens, once again in spite of 
Republican resistance. Now i1:'[: ili,ne for step three, to protect the rest of the population from a failing health care system. 

It we just rem ow the basic fls~v ,t ~ the structure of Medicare that has been there since its inception, the goal will be achie-ed. 
By walling off the highest risk : !t1 ! ~tor of the population in their own insurance pool, the fundamental basis of economically 
sensible insurance was "1olak:: :· Spreading the risk. Old people get sicker and cost more to treat than young people. 

Since all young people will s<:, r. ·.1Li,day be old and need affordable co-.erage, the most sensible solution is to enlarge the senior 
pool to include the younger sE•t~h;ir of society, Which automatically lowers the per capita cost of the system. The most 
important point to be emphast i 1;d is that Medicare's non-medical costs ha-.e always been between 2% and 3% of total 
expenditures, as compared to; •t·,11~ private sector that wastes 20-30% on sales commissions, ad-.ertising, administrati1.e paper 
work, stockholder's di1,1dends ·:,~·,1r,/ CEO million dollar bonuses. 

The final result: E~ryone is c1:1\•Ii:'ed, choice of one's own doctor is restored, medical decisions are made by trained 
professionals, and owr $100 tll!i:~ is sa-.ed! lhe savings could cowr prescription drugs, copayments and deductibles, and 
long term care. Plus a major l:•t.mhs: It will SHRINK THE SIZE OF GOVERNMENT! 

The country must decide betv. !JU:~ two free enterprise systems, one that benefits the insurance industry or one that protects 
its health care professionals, ~-.,1r.~in tum, its citizens. We haw the historic opportunity to complete the unfinished dream of 
Presidents Franklin D. Roose-;;13U:;and Harry Truman - Uni-.ersal Co-.erage, which they called National Health Insurance. 

Joe Kane - (516) 431 -1684 • . 
Executi-.e Board of Member 011 l!I Coalition For A National Health Plan and Associate Publisher of Long Beach Independent 

Voice · 

Dr. James Bernstein - Presiden t UCNHP 
Assistant Professor of Medlcli·1~1 ~t State Uniwrsity of 

Stonybroook and Einstein cc:11 ,r~e of Medicine 
Former President of Long lslat <I ·4,astroenterological Association 
Former President of Nassau s,u~.:ety of Internal Medicine 

. LONG ISLAND COALITION 
·: FOR A NATIONAL HEAL TH PLAN 

Box 382 licksville, N.Y. 11802-9998 (516)897-3183 

: 

To summarize our message o; t,~ ~dlcare For all ; Health care debate can be won by forcing the focus of the health care debate 
on phrases such as: 
oShrink the size of govemmer:: , 
oSalAng the Free Enterprise S n,.,.jem of tho doctors 
oCost efficiency of non-profit ~fof5care 
oMedicare is a restricted insu\·1111,~e pool. Basic rule of sensible insurance, "Spread the risk" must be applied to secure its 
future. · 
020 to 30% wastage from midd111.jnan HMO 
0Sa1.1ngs of owr $100 billion a· :i {3r while co-.ering e-.eryone 
oRestoring prescious choice c-1 11.3e's own doctor 

Medicare For All results in §bJ:.:Mna size of go-.emment as no more need for: 
oMedicaid .. 
oChampus 

WednHday, Janua,y OS, 2000 ~,tea Onllne: f.JuradoEsq Pa_ga: 3 
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oKidney Dialysis Fund 
oTuberculosis Fund 

2122130541 MC 

oExpanded in home S81"1ces r:ir'.elder1y(EISEPXNot poor enough for Medicaid) 
oVeterans will now ha~ choic;H L~ffamily doctors and other hospitals 
oGo-.emment Employees lnsL·:,rn {ce administraters - 153 full time employees 

PAGE 05 

Workmens Compensation ar.,:1 /iuto Insurance costs will drop as all medical payments are covered in the new system. 

McDermott, Wellstone, Stark :•,11: ~ld probably switch from Bradley. 

It would ha~ the backing oLJ,} 7000 member Physicians For A National Health Plan(PNHP), New England Journal of 
Medicine, Thousands of Docti;:'.:,·fl"om the American College of Physicians, Amer1can College of Surgeons and many other 
medical organizations. (The A-'(1o1;jican Medical Association only represents 32% of all Physicians). New generation of Doctors 
fa\Or new health care system: · 

Columnists who would supp•:)tl'~his are: 
oMarie Cocco, Robert Reno, r'.4,1./nis Duggan, Saul Friedman of Newsday 
ol ars Erik Nelson of New Yo~ .. 1::~ily News 
oJack Germond - Balt imore S·1H1 :and TV talk shows 
oMark Shields of CNN Capital· ,{~dng and Lehrer Nightly News Show of PBS. Also a syndicated newspaper columnist. 

Joe Kane (516)431-1684 

I: , 

' "" · WednHday, January os, 2000 Amerlc• Online: EJuredoEllq Page: 4 
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Personal Business 

No Small Change as Pension Plans Are Converted 

Cash-Balance Plans 
Alter Expectations 

S y RICHARD A. OPPE L J r. 

HUNDREDS of compames have 
swllched to cash•balllllce pension 
plans. But oulragcd employees who 

have seen the value of their pensions shrivel 
have spurred lawmakers to lnvC$Ugate and 
have pressured some companies, lncludlng 
LB.M... to reverse themselves. Here are 
some common questions about the plnns 
Q. How dO CO$lt•bal4nce plans differ from 
tradlllona/ pensions? 
A. With old•fuhloned pensions, employees 
earn most of their re tirement benefits to­
ward the end of their careers, because bene­
fits are calculoted using factors Including 
years of servi0e and final pay. Under cull­
balance plans, workers accrue bene!IIS 
evenly over their careers. Tiielr employer 
deposits a per0entagc of their pay In their 
accounts every year and guarantees they 
will grow by a 0enaln per0entage annually. 

Q. Who wln.s and who loses if o company 
converts to a cash,f>olance plan? 

a. That depends Some companlC$ let em• 
p loyees stay with the old p lan. Out at others, 
employees must s11o'itch, and some have seen 
the value of ruture benefits drop 20 to 50 
percent. Generally, younger employees. es­
pecially Job hoppers, can do better under 
cuh•balance plans because they will accrue 
benefits faster. But middle-aged and older 
workers often do worse because conver• 
slons come Just as they reach the age "hen 
the old formula begins to sharply raise the 
value or pension payouts. 
Q. What does a company get out of sw11ch1,qi 
to a cash•l>olance pion• 

a. Plenty. For s taners, many see savings 
right off the bat. Before it backed down, 
I.B.M. said the swllch would save $200 mll• 
lion annually. 

But there's more. Companies love pre, 
dlctablUty, but they don't have much Wllh 
old-fashioned pensions Since they invest 
pension reserves In stocks and boods, which 
have been in a bull market, many now hove 
overfwided pen.sloos But not lo.ng ago, 
many pensions were underfunded A drop 1n 
the markets could put them back there 

With cash-balance plans. companies are 
responsible only for paying out the annual 
pet0entage ol the employe.'s salary plus 
the yearly promised Increase ln the accouni 
That growth ra1e 1s typically hnked to 
Trepsury bond rates 1l1us, the company is 
more «mm about what 1t 'lf,1i owe 
Q, Are switches 10 cash,bolanc,tlons le11ol' 
A. That depends on whom you_ask Conver­
sioos cUMot cause a current or retired 
employee to lose retirement bentfus. nor 

•~can they discriminate illegally against older 
workers Federal law Is also dear that 
pension plans nre voluntary, so any employ­
er can termL11ate or alter a plan, as long as it 
doesn't take away benehts already earnod 
or violate age-<llscrlmtnatlon rules Comp•• 
nles may also be bmued by umon 0ontrac1s 
Q. Are ,:o,e,nment o(f,c1als loolt1ng at the 
usue of convers1on.s to cosh-batance plans ' 
A. Yes. Tiie Internal Revenue Service and 
Equal Employment Opponuntty Commis­
sion are lnvC$ligating whether the plans 
discriminate Illegally Proposals have been 
made in Congress to widen disclosure about 
00nverslons or Kale back 00mpan1C$' ab1h• 
ty to swhch plans In ways that hurt older 
woners. C' 
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A Retiree's Work: How to Break the Nest Egg 
By JAN M. ROSEN 

MANY Americans have taken to heart 
the advice to save for reuremt.nt. 
socking away some $2.61 tnll1on In 

dehned-contrlbut lon plans Ilk• ◄01 (l<)'s, OC• 
cordtng 10 the Spectrem Group, a business 
research and consulting company in San 
FrJnC1KO .• 

Now. as the hrst members or the genera• 
110n responsible for their own re11rement 
sovlngs begin to lea\'e work, comes the 
second pan of the equa11011 wJthdra" mg 
money from these plans 

Don't ossume that thtS 1s theeasy pan. To 
avoid running out of money. retirees need to 
000s1der every aspect of thetr finances and 
life styles. "The issues In retirement plan­
mn11 are very complicated," • •Id Avery E. 
Neumark. who 1s m charge of retirement 
planning for Rosen Seymour Shapss Manin 
& Company, a New York accountu1g firm. 
Because few retirees can handle all the 
comphcauons on their own, he recommends 
that they seek profuslonal advice. 

Joseph P Hraly, manager of retirement 
and advisory services for T. Rowe P rice, the 
Oal11more mutual lund and investment ad-

v1sory company, says that ,n addmon to 
considering market volatility, Interest rate 
shiJts, mllation and tax laws, retitet$ must 
think about Ind ividual variables like their 
n sk tolerance. llfe expectancie,, hv,ng 
standards and whether they ",sh to leave 
money 10 children or anyone else 

Nowadays, the middle 
class finds that it can 
use financial advice. 

Many people - even some r,nancaol pro­
fessionals - look only at average rates of 
return. Say Mary Smith calculates that she 
will need $25,000 a year to supplement a 
pension and Social Security. She concludes 
that If she has $2.50,000 In her 401(1<) plan, 
and it earns 10 percent, she will be fine. 

Whoa. Her calculations have failed 10 
account for possible wide swinss in annual 
returns and for inllalion. T. Rowe Price, 
havu,g studied the performance of a wide 

ra.,ge of portfohos from 1968 to t<ill,, con• 
eluded that a vicious bear market early 1n 
tile pertOd, hlce the 011e or 1973-74, could 
cause the rapid deplelion of such a portfolio 
That deptcuon "'°"Id be furtMr accdcra1ed 
by the nc"·d to w1thdr.1w an uvtc .1~l.' ut l 
percent more each year to k,-ep up .. ,,1. 
lnflauan 

The rich have long reUed 011 inve,tment 
advisers and lee-based hnanclal pla11ncr~ '" 
manage ponfohos and devise wuhdra"' .,I 
strategies ~o,.adays, the mtddl,• cla" 
could Jlso use professional help 

Some of ~1r -..:eumark·s chenls .1ho rt• 
ce1vc retlremcna guidance from brokcra11•· 
hrms, among them Memll Lynch 

T. Rowe Price alms at the m lddlt· c la -. 
with a new service. costing $500, to •naly1t• 
the options for people within two yc.irs of 
retirement. or ""ho havt retired rttt•ntl)' 

Clieqts hll out detailed quesuonnaire,. 
and the hrm uses computers to colb1der 
hundreds of possible re11remen1 Income and 
withdrawal strategies. as well as po~s1bk 
market performance vanauons From thr 
r~sult.s. it rcc.:omntcnd.> thrt\' i,u~:,ll.11,: 
courses, ta1lon .. -d to md1v1dual go.1.1\ and 
preferences n,e CO>t Includes an .uinuJI 
review for those who tn\'hl "'1th P~1u 
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-- ---Original Message-- ---
Prom: Bill Bradley for President Campai gn 
[mailto:webmaster@billbradley.policy.net] 
Sent: Saturday, November 13, 1999 5 : 34 PM 
To: registered@billbradley.policy·.net 
Subject: BRADLBY SAYS GORB USE OF "SCARE TACTICS AND DIVISIVENESS" WILL 
HURT GOAL OF HBALTH CARE FOR ALL 

BRADLEY SAYS GORB USB OF "SCARE TACTICS AND DIVISIVENESS" WI LL HURT GOAL OP 
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL 

November 13 --

WBST ORANGE, NJ --- Democratic presidential candidate Bill Bradley said 
today that Al Gore's attempt to "use scare tactics and divisiveness" 
undermines the country' s interest in providing health care for its 
citizens . Earlier today in Los Angeles, the Vice President falsely 
characterized Bradley's health care plan as one that would hurt black 
people disproportionately. 

"This inaccurate attack is precisely the kind of thing that makes it 
impossible to get anything done in Washington," Bradley said today. "Scare 
tactics and divisiveness poison the atmosphere, alienate the public, and 
create the kind of political paralysis that has left 44 million Americans 
without health insurance and millions more struggl ing to pay for it. " 

Bradley has offered a comprehensive health care proposal that woul d 
guarantee coverage for all children and provide universal access to health 
insurance for all adults . The Bradley plan also provides premium subsidies 
and tax relief f or people struggling to afford their own health insurance. 
The Vice President's plan is much more modest. It does not guarantee 
health coverage for all children, does not broaden access to insurance for 
adults, and does nothing to help the millions of Americans who have trouble 
affording health insurance. 

Further, The Vice President's attack on Medicaid is inconsistent with l 
Clinton-Gore policy. In 1993 , as part of its health care plan, the 
Administration proposed overhauling Medicaid , requiring poor people to join 
health alliances and choose thei r own health plan. In 1997, the 
Administration also proposed a $10.4 billion cut in Medicaid services. 

"I want to replace Medicaid with something better," Bradley said. 
"Providing all children with affordable health care is the only goal, and 
unfortunately Medicaid cannot meet that goal. Bill Clinton had the r i ght 
idea. There should not be two tiers of health care in America, one for the 
poor and one for the rest of us . Medicaid is tdo bureaucratic, too 
ineffective , and too stigmatizing. I believe the public wants solutions 
that work, not attacks that divide," 

"Health care for all Americans is the ki nd of fundamental Democratic 
principle I would expect Democrats to stand and fight for. Instead, Al 
Gore has embraced the Washington reality that says it is easier to campaign 
against your opponent than for yourself. " 

Attached is a Bradley Medicaid Fact Sheet. 
rights activist Roger Wilkins for comments 
at 202-863 - 1198 . 
--MORE--

MYTH VS . RBALITY ON BRADLEY HEALTH PROPOSAL 

Media can also contact civil 
on the Vice President's speech 
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GORE MYTH #1 : 

Bill Bradley abolishes Medicaid and gives people vouchers for HMOs. He 
says he's for the poor but he's stripping them of benefits they now have . 

RBALITY: 

P.3 

Under the Bradley health care proposal, people currently on Medicaid will 
receive the same benefits as now required by the federal government -- but 
they will have greater choice in the doctors and programs that provide 
services to them. An actuary at Price Waterhouse Coopers bas certified 
that the basic federal benefits package for children can be reasonably 
offered by a private insurer at around $950. The Bradley proposal was 
estimated based on an average subsidy of $1,200 per child . 

The Bradley approach is very similar to what Clinton and Gore proposed in 
1994: "President Clinton's health care proposal would overhaul Medicaid, 
allowing poor people to join health alliances with everyone else and choose 
their own health plan. 11 (AP, 1/5/94) 

More than half of Medicaid recipients are now in HMOs designated by the 
states. This number has grown from 14 percent of all Medicaid recipients 
in 1993 to 54 percent today. Twelve states have 75 percent of Medicaid 
recipients in managed care. 

The reality i s that the current Medicaid program is unraveling. 

--Providers in many states are refusing to treat Medicaid recipients, 
thus they are five times more likely to use the emergency room for primary 
care. 

--States have different eligibility levels for different ages, employment 
status, and family composition, which means the average time on Medicaid is 
extremely short. 

- -As people move from welfare to work they are frequently dropped from 
Medicaid rolls, even though they are still eligible for coverage . In the 
12 states with two-thirds of Medicaid recipients in managed care, the 
number of Medicaid-eligible children with health insurance has dropped by 
222,000 since 1996 -- fewer children are now enrolled in CHIP and Medicaid 
than were enrolled in Medicaid alone in 1996 . (Pamilies USA, October 1999, 
One Step Forward, One Step Back) This is the program Al Gore would rely on 
to cover children. 

Bill Bradley believes that we shouldn't have two classes of health care, 
one for the poor and one for everyone else. 

--MORE- -

GORE MYTH #2: 

Bill Bradley's plan disproportionately hurts African Americans who are over 
represented in Medicaid and will not be able to get needed prescription 
drugs , eyeglasses, and hearing aids . 

REALITY: 

Bradl ey's benefits for people currently on or eligible for Medicaid will 
be comparable to the federal Medicaid benefits. States will be able to 
enhance those benefits , just as many choose to do today. There is no cause 
for suggesting that African Americans - or anyone else - will lose benefits 
under the Bradley proposal . 

California uninsured population is growing at the rate of 50,000 a month; 
African Americans constitute over 19 percent of that population . Over a 
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