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Ambivalence.’
Bill Bradley is being pralsed for
proposing a bold new plan to make

" .. health insurance available to nearly

producers. I have a cousin who has a
small farm with four cows. He hasn't
been able to sell his calves for two

successive years. He is crushed. The

companies that buy veal explain that
they prefer to work with the frozen

meat imported from Greece at low,

prices, ready to be stuffed and turned
into salami or sausages.

What is the West offering us in
return for this misery? What is the

great attraction for a foreign corpora-" ¥ model' for ‘provi
tion in a devastated country? The - poor,children.} J#0
cheap labor and national resources! =%

So much for ‘open boundaries. So ! front iand ‘center l;ikett
& much for an open soclety.
" live in misery, but I can
It is ‘the sight of the jold

manage.

women digging into the rubbish con-
talners that is breaking my heart.

Before the Inﬂa
Oommun!stgovemtuh ient
We: thought all its

l?hx

aganda. ..
:1989 “t0 £1093, 1 \was

ety

or the World Bank or the transnatiopal
corporations and their policy of expan-
sion. We fell for the seductive talk
about democracy and
10 years later, I wish we hadn’t. o

pgrsanuuyﬁthat,'eagoog :.'_ it 1
and * '

m% meft

erica. ygamounts .to. a Nawher«spmsram.
abwt“ﬁhhhh}wwld both undermine , the

.ley’s plan that |

“all Americans, and for putting the

' health care issue back on the nation-

al agenda in a major way.

But some of the strongest advo-
cates of health care reform, especial-
ly those concerned about the health
of poor children, are worried that

* Mr. Bradley’s proposal is financially

unrealistic and, in some ways, could
do more harm than good.
Causing the most worry is Mr.

« Bradley's plan to do away with Med-
"y icaid, the federal and state program

that provides health care for the
/- poor. It would be replaced by a sys-
t.tem of vouchers and tax credits de-

signed to “mainstream” low-income
people into t.he private insurance
market. :

Medicaid has been- like a safe

; “house for the poor, The thought of

* 'moving the poor out of Medicaid and
#into the' health (care marketplace .
" 'with only a voucher for protection

i fills many advocates with dread.

) Years of Mlsery

The vouchers to purchase health"
insurance are, in fact, capped subsi-
dies, and the caps have been set quite
low. So poor people in many parts of
the country may go into the private
market only to find that their vouch-
ers will not cover the full cost of
health insurance. A big fear is that
people now enrolled in Medicaid

' could end up with no coverage at all

“I'm thrilled! that health care is
back on the agenda,” said Dr. Irwin

Redlener, president of the Children’s |

Health Fund, which is based in New
York and has become a national.
health care to

Lyl

. never

.~ vised. Medicaid t0 me‘h ¥ -
. old bedrock safety netprégrn.m or
children and poor pmsmil t.women.’
Forthe life of me, 1 can't understand
how ‘that can be replaced by what

acuvtst.'rhatwasbefore!' “all, |
understood the true work of the LM.F. .,

+Is just :
*Judy Fede. :
 studies at Georg

ger issue is, before this
'grerauythlnis'g gets eﬂaaﬁf’wm’con
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Disantling Medicaid

too, is concerned about the elimina-
tion of Medicaid, which provides not
only health care but a range of relat-
ed services to the very poor. Those

:services can include personal assist-

‘ance and non-emergency transporta-
tion, as well as supplying beneficia-
ries with eyeglasses, hearing aids,
wheelchairs and other medical
equipment.
. “It’is important,” said Ms. Feder,
“to understand the special role of
Medicaid. It treats a very disadvan-
taged population and provides a
broad array of services that private
health insurance has never touched.”
There are other potential prob-
lems. Medicaid provides nursing

Bradley’s health
plan is criticized.

home care for the elderly, which is a

. significant benefit for both low- and

middleclass families. Under Mr.
Bradley’s plan, the responsibility for
long-term care would be turned over
to the states. What happens to long-
term benefits and nursing home
standards under that scenario is, at
the moment, anybody’s guess.

1 asked David Cutler, a professor
of economics at Harvard and a
health care adviser to the Bradley
campaign, about the financial hur-
dles faced by the plan. He said he
expected the caps to be raised, that
the proposed $1,800-a-year ceiling on

the health insurance vouchers to be !
given to poor people would be in- ¢

creased to better reflect the market.
“‘The subsidy is not up to the most
plan, not even the median

generous

+ plan, but.a decent plan,”. Bald Mr.

- Cutler, His understanding, he al [s
. that it ‘“is not fixed in stone.” ¢
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surplus. Vice President Al'Gore, who

is touting his own, moreqmodest :
health care proposal — and who.also’, >
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vour the entire surplus.
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Amazing Innovations

Dream Home CAMPAIGN 2000: Bradley's health

annaaisiess | care plan back for a second opinion

Ken Foskett - Cox Washington Bureau
Buy Gift Certificates Thursday, November 4, 1999

Onlinel
Click Herel Washington -- Having dismissed Kenneth Thorpe as a partisan
—— sympathizer to Vice President Al Gore, Bill Bradley now wants the Emory
University expert to redo an analysis of Bradley's ambitious health care
Eat Out for Less! proposal.
Local Dining Coupons
Now from t{’al-sz Thorpe's first appraisal of Bradley's plan to offer near-universal health care
bl coverage to uninsured Americans found that it would cost twice what
Bradley estimated and cover fewer people.
weekly sections Gore seized on the findings during the candidates' first town hall meeting
MONDAY last week and used them to argue that Bradley's plan would deplete the
- Horizon Treasury and jeopardize Social Security.
TUESDG; Livi The candidates exchanged a flurry of charges and counter charges in the
s IICTW LNIDR following days.
Wﬁgﬁﬁ};sh Since then, Thorpe has spoken to all of Bradley's top health care advisers
—e—t to clarify some aspects of the plan, and he said they have asked him to
THURSDAY crunch the numbers again.
- Food
- Home & Garden Thorpe, who also evaluated Gore's more modest health care proposal,
- Buyer's Edge said Wednesday that he didn't yet know if his new analysis of Bradley's
plan would be lower than the $1.2 trillion, 10-year estimate he rendered
FRIDAY last week.
- Preview
- Wheels "I think there are things that could move it in both directions," said Thorpe,
Health Policy and Management chairman at the Rollins School of Public
SATURDAY Health at Emory.
- Wheels
- Faith & Values Bradley's ongoing interest in Thorpe reflects the key role that Bradley's
health care proposal is playing in his campaign. It is the most far-reaching
of any proposal put forward by the presidential candidates, and Bradley is

using it to show that he is a candidate of big ideas.

- Arts

- Travel In the two days after the town hall meeting last week, Bradley issued news

) S_B_RW Livinea - releases undermining Thorpe's credibility.

5 H_EW_W E""? On CBS's "Face the Nation" Sunday, Bradley called Thorpe "a former

= JOmennue h Clinton-Gore staffer who as late as October referred to himself as a 'health
) J_B_____lct:.'rgorm [Tec adviser' to Vice President Gore."

- IV Listings "| think it's worth about as much as any other partisan shot," Bradley said.

Thorpe, who left the Clinton administration in 1995, said he isn't giving
DAILY policy advice to the vice president now. The characterization of him as a

- Gwinnett "health adviser" to Gore came from an Emory news release that Thorpe
S said he never saw.

THURSDAY

- City Life "It was my fault," he said. "l think what they were trying to do was to give

- Cherokee some flavor of the multiplicity of the people that | had worked with in the

- Clayton/Henry past.”
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-Co

- Coweta Thorpe first undertook his analysis of Bradley's plan at the request of The

- DeKalb Washington Post in early October for a story on how proposals from Gore
- Fa)r{eﬂe and Bradley would affect the federal budget. Thorpe's analysis has already
- No ulton clarified one important aspect of Bradley's proposal, which would allow the
- Rockdale uninsured to buy into the private network of insurers that cover federal

- South Fulton employees.

ON ACCESSATLANTA When Bradley unveiled the proposal in Los Angeles Sept. 28, he didn't

Get close to home with  spell out that premium subsidies would be capped at $1,200 for each child

news and forums from and $1,800 for adults. There would also be a $5,000 family cap.

Your Town.
The caps have big implications for the overall cost of the program and the
number of people reached. Thorpe found that the $1,800 figure for adults
was too low. Very few of the 400 plans available to federal employees
ha;g ggg‘miums that low. The lowest plan available in Atlanta, for example,
is $2,081.

Thorpe assumed that fully subsidized adult premiums would more likely
cost $2,400 a year.

But capping the premiums at $1,800 will mean that those taking the
government subsidy will have to make up the difference out of their own
pockets.

"It's a challenge to provide as much as you can for as many people as you
can," said Margy Heldring, Bradley's health policy adviser. "Of course
there is room for improvement, but this provides something to people who
don't have much access."

Thorpe, who received a master's degree in public policy from Duke
University, has weathered far more serious controversies.

From 1993 to 1995, he was a deputy assistant secretary at the
Department of Health and Human Services, and he belonged to the White
House task force that attempted to marshal President Clinton's plan for
universal health care coverage through Congress.

The plan, which failed in the fall of 1994, was the subject of blistering
attacks on Capitol Hill and a nationwide advertising campaign.

"It comes with the territory," said Thorpe, 43, who moved to Atlanta from
New Orleans this summer. But he said he's anxious to move beyond a
debate of which plan --- Gore's or Bradley's --- costs more.

"Hopefully, the next time | let this out, we can focus attention on what the

plans are," he said. "I'd like to see them both get out and debate their
plans."

page1/ A-section | local news | sports | business | opinion | living | classifieds

AJC Newspaper Online brought to you in partnership with AccessAtlanta
© 1999 Cox Interactive Media

20f2 11/4/1999 11:07 AM



337 A6




Gore Touts His New Health Plan http://dailynews.yahoo.com/h/ap/19991102/el/gore_58.html

Home - Yahoo! - My Yahoo! - News Alerts - Help i
YAHOO! NEWS @ AP i

Home | Top Stories | Business | Tech ||BSIfli8]| World | Local | Entertainment | Sports | Science | Health

Tuesday November 2 10:25 PM ET
Gore Touts His New Health Plan

By MIKE GLOVER Associated Press Writer

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. (AP) - After an hour spent cuddling toddlers at a day care center playground,
Vice President Al Gore on Tuesday continued his criticism of a health care proposal offered by his
rival for the Democratic presidential nomination.

But Gore didn't stop there. He also jabbed at one of the Republican presidential candidates while
touting his own plan to extend health insurance to those without it.

Gore said the proposal he would enact, if elected, takes a more incremental approach than what Bill
Bradley has offered, with the goal of covering all children by 2005.

He also said his plan would reward states like New Hampshire that have done a good job insuring kids
and penalize states that fail to meet enrollment goals.

"My plan would put penalties on states that are doing a terrible job like Texas, just to pick an example,
thanks to what the governor and the government is doing there," he said. George W. Bush, the
Republican presidential front-runner, is governor of Texas.

Gore also met with parents whose children are enrolled in the state's insurance program at the day care
center, and urged them to describe how it has helped them.

He held Terri Costin's infant daughter on his lap as the Seabrook woman related her family's struggle
to obtain health care. She and her husband were covered by his employer, but his salary wasn't enough
after their daughter was born, she said.

Costin said she takes her daughter to a center that lets her pay for coverage on a sliding scale, and that
the family would be at a loss without it. "We had to give (our benefits) up so we could pay rent and
put food on the table," she said.

Meanwhile, Gore continued to criticize Bradley's health care proposal. Gore has said the $65
billion-a-year plan would eat up the projected federal budget surplus.

Bradley has proposed to let Americans buy into the health care plan offered to members of Congress
and federal employees. Individuals and families living at or near the poverty line would get subsidies
to pay for the coverage.

But Gore claimed Tuesday that Bradley was now capping the subsidies, which the vice president said
would make health coverage unaffordable for too many Americans.

Bradley spokesman Eric Hauser said the cap was part of the former senator's original health care
proposal and that Gore was wrong about the plan being changed.

10f2 11/3/1999 9:19 AM
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Bradley Plan Fiscally
Irresponsible, Gore Charges

" Politics: In a televised interview, the vice president steps up
his attacks on his opponent. The challenger opens a new area
of disagreement.

By RONALD BROWNSTEIN, Times Political Writer

WASHINGTON--Vice President Al Gore broadened his
offensive against Bill Bradley's health care plan Sunday, even
as he looked to rebut criticism from his rival by releasing
details of his own agenda's cost. -

In a televised interview, Gore repeated his accusation that
Bradley's plan would "throw fiscal responsibility to the
winds" and he opened a new front by arguing that steps
Bradley has taken to minimize the program's cost would
undermine its effectiveness.

Appearing separately on CBS-TV's "Face the Nation,"
Bradley dismissed Gore's charges, but sparked a new dispute
between the contenders when he refused to rule out seeking
an increase in the eligibility age for Social Security.

The competing Gore and Bradley television
interviews--coming just days after they appeared side by side
for the first time at a New Hampshire town
meeting--underscored the rising temperature in the
Democratic race less than three months before the first voters
go to the polls in lowa in January.

As in their New Hampshire encounter, the sharpest
differences Sunday between the two contenders emerged over
Bradley's health care plan.

In September, Bradley proposed spending what he said
would be $65 billion a year on a sweeping plan to provide
coverage for many of the 44 million Americans without health
insurance. Bradley's plan would guarantee health insurance
for all children and provide coverage for potentially millions
of uninsured adults by supplying them with subsidies to buy
into the same health plan as federal workers.

In the process, he would eliminate the Medicaid program
for the poor and the Children's Health Insurance Program
(CHIP) for the children of the working poor.

Gore has proposed a more modest program that would
expand the CHIP program to cover more children and as
many as 7 million working adults. He also proposed tax
credits for the uninsured and small businesses looking to
cover their workers.

On Sunday, Bradley said the distinctions between the two
plans "most clearly” illustrate the broader differences between
the two candidates. "It's a big problem,; it deserves a big
solution," he said. "I've offered that and I think he's been
much more incremental in nature. So I think that would lead
us to being very different kinds of presidents.”

On ABC-TV's "This Week," though, Gore repeated and
intensified his criticism of Bradley's proposal. Gore again
charged that the cost of Bradley's plan would chew up the
entire expected budget surplus--precluding its use to
strengthen Medicare. "If a Republican candidate had proposed
eliminating Medicaid and taking away everything in the

11/2/1999 8:01 PM
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surplus that's needed to fix Medicare, all Democrats would be
up in arms," Gore insisted.

Gore's charge that Bradley's plan would consume the entire
surplus is based on a recent study by Kenneth E. Thorpe, an
Emory University professor and former Clinton
Administration official. Thorpe estimated Bradley's plan
would cost $1.2 trillion over 10 years--almost twice Bradley's
estimate.

In the last few days, Bradley and his aides have argued that
Thorpe's study overestimates the cost of their plan, in part
because the proposal would provide adults no more than
$1,800 each to purchase insurance through the federal
workers' system. (Thorpe assumed a higher cost.) On ABC
Sunday, Gore charged that the $1,800 cap on aid would
undermine the Bradley plan's effectiveness because 90% of
the insurance plans offered in the federal workers' system cost
more than that.

Capping the assistance at $1,800 would "severely reduce
the number of people who are going to get coverage under
Sen. Bradley's health care plan," charged Chris Lehane,
Gore's campaign spokesman. "What started out as a universal
health care plan is quickly unraveling."

Bradley spokesman Eric Hauser acknowledged 'there may \/
be cases where [our proposal] doesn't fund every plan" but
added, "it is a dramatic improvement over what is there now.'
And, Hauser insisted: "it's more incumbent on the Gore
campaign to explain why they are satisfied with such a small
level of additional coverage [in their proposal] than to attack a
plan that makes dramatic progress toward universal
coverage."

The two men also covered a range of other issues in their
Sunday appearances. Among them:

* Gore pledged that, as president, he would appoint
Supreme Court justices who support legalized abortion, even
though he said he would not apply a "litmus test" on the issue.
"I am confident that without using a single case as a litmus
test that there are ways to understand whether or not a
potential nominee has an understanding of the Constitution
that is consistent with mine," he said.

* Bradley said that if he won the Democratic nomination
he would ask President Clinton to campaign for him in the
general election. "If he could help in some places I wouldn't
hesitate to call him," he said.

* Asked about raising the eligibility age for Social Security
to 70--it's now 65 and slowly being raised over the next
quarter century to 67--Bradley did not endorse the idea. But
he refused to rule it out either. "My position is, the discussion
should continue," he said. Lehane immediately denounced
that statement, saying Gore unequivocally opposed raising the
retirement age beyond 67.

* Bradley said his top priorities for using the federal
surplus would be expanding access to health insurance and
reducing child poverty. He added: "Then I would look to
dealing some with Social Security and reducing the national
debt . . . [and] keep up the possibility that there might be some
money there for Medicare."

After days of criticism from Bradley for not offering more
specifics on the cost of his own agenda, Gore, meanwhile,
announced Sunday he had posted on his campaign Web site a
10-year budget plan. The document does not list the cost of
each specific Gore initiative, but does say how much he
would allocate over 10 years to broader categories, such as
education, health care and defense.

The document largely follows the Clinton administration's
plan to allocate the $1.1 trillion operating budget surplus that
the Office of Management and Budget expects the
government to amass in the next decade. Like Clinton's plan,
for instance, it would provide $374 billion from the surplus
over the next decade to Medicare and another $127 billion for
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increased defense spending.

The key difference is that Gore would eliminate the $250
billion Clinton proposed to spend over the next decade for
Universal Savings Accounts--individual accounts government
would subsidize to help workers save for retirement. Gore
applies that money toward his health care and education
initiatives.

lLl>St=art::h the archives of the Los Angeles Times for similar
stories about: Albert Jr Gore, George W Bush, Presidential
Candidates, Presidential Elections - %UUU. Political
Campaigns, United States - Budgets.

You wlﬁFot be charged to Iook%{fslories, only to retrieve
one.
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Gore, Bradley Both Eye Surplus [ Full Coverage

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - Bill Bradley tallies his **big idea" remedies for
the poor and uninsured in billion-dollar bundles - $10 billion here, $65
billion there. But will they, as rival Al Gore charges, blow the budget
surplus, throw the national budget back into deficits or force higher
taxes?

The vice president, in Wednesday's debate with Bradley, seized on an
hours-old analysis by a former Clinton-Gore administration official
putting the cost of Bradley's health plan at $1.2 trillion over 10 years -
more than the entire federal budget surplus and leaving nothing to shore
up Medicare.

“You're going to shred the social safety net," Gore told Bradley. s

Bradley, who generally dismisses Gore's more modest proposals as Magazine Articles
baby steps toward enormous problems, worked on his health proposal  [S¥B€
for two years and spent nine months running it by independent
economists before giving it a $65 billion annual price tag.

“*We each have our own experts," he retorted.

In fact, budget experts who discount all election-year calculations as *
phony, said Bradley's proposals are no more budget busting than Gore's
- only Gore has yet to say much about his costs.

Related Web Sites '

All told, Bradley has offered health, child care and anti-poverty '
programs that he estimates will cost a total of $78 billion a year.

“They really are the tax and spend twins," said Mark Miller, executive
director of the Republican Leadership Council.

In their race to be the Democrats' pick for president, the first modern
presidential election set against budget surpluses instead of deficits,
both have appealed to the party's liberal wing by offering expensive
new programs: Gore's universal kindergarten, Bradley's universal health
insurance, a promise by each to expand Medicare coverage to
prescription drugs.

imsampaiens anda

Both have chosen the easy road to financing their programs, saying the
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Both have chosen the easy road to financing their programs, saying the
non-Social Security portion of the surplus - projected to be $1 trillion
over the next decade - will cover the bills.

““This is Alice-in-Wonderland-type math on both sides," said Brookings
Institution economist Isabel Sawhill. “'It's very much a spitting match
in which we're cloaking the debate in a false fiscal framework."

Surplus projections are based on the assumption that Congress and the
White House will stick to spending caps they set in 1997 but have
blown every year since.

“*The chances of that surplus being there to allocate to new priorities is
only slightly greater than the possibility that the ice cap will melt
tomorrow and inundate us all," said former Congressional Budget
Office director Robert Reischauer.

In his effort to flatten Bradley's rise in polls, Gore has honed in on the
former New Jersey senator's health plan as **way excessive." But while
the vice president held up as gospel half of the side-by-side cost
analysis by Emory University professor Kenneth Thorpe, the
administration veteran responsible for pricing the 1993 Clinton health
plan, he ignored other Thorpe estimates:

-That Gore's health plan will cost $312 billion over 10 years, or about
$50 billion more than the cost Gore publicly assigned for the first time
Wednesday night, and will yield just over 12 million newly insured
Americans - far from the 40 million Gore claimed.

“'Both Bradley and Gore are going to suffer the vagaries of not being
recise in outyears," Thorpe said.

Analysts working with Bradley, including Stanford University
economist Alan Garber, fault Thorpe's calculations for not taking
account of subsidy caps, the reallocation of $23 billion that the federal
overnment now spends on Medicaid, and other fine details.

ological advances will also yield lower costs, said Margy
Heldring, Bradley's top health policy adviser.

**As we increasingly learn how to get the right treatment to the right
people at the right time - and to put serious investment into prevention,
in helping people to get and stay healthy - there are savings to be had,"
she said.

Bradley's plan would eliminate Medicaid and give poor people
government subsidies to buy into federal workers' health plans or
purchase private insurance. Additionally, every American would be

able to deduct from their taxable income whatever they pay in = - ™ T T
premiums. ) g

tialit (o)

Using existing programs, Gore proposes to expand health coverage for
children and parents without guarantees. Both candidates offer
Medicare coverage for prescription drugs.

Robert Greenstein, director of the liberal Center for Budget and Policy Related Full Coverage
Priorities, said a look at each candidate's record shows "“neither of them ESRCIOIIEATY
had a history in the Senate of putting together big expensive things that B
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The Bradley Health Care Proposal
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America's Health and America's System of Health

Care

Bill Bradley's health care proposal is designed to revitalize
America's approach to improving the health of its people. Its
ultimate goal is to achieve the best possible health for all
Americans, for their families and their communities. As a vital
support for é;ood health, the Bradley proposal calls for a fairer,

simpler, an

more effective system of health care. The Bradley

proposal intends to restore trust in America's health care system.

The Health Care Proposal from
Bill Bradley addresses the fact
that there are 45 million
Americans who are living
without health care insurance
and, thus, lack dependable
access to essential health care
services. It further addresses
the quality of health care. The
proposal is simple, fair, and
comprehensive. It begins a
national conversation on health
care. It keeps what works for
many Americans, while
streamlining the parts of the
system that are unnecessarily
complex or inequitable. It
clarifies federal and state roles
by mainstreaming Medicaid into
the private systems available to
all Americans. It draws upon the
strengths of both the public and
private sectors. It recognizes
that private health care will be
the backbone of our health care

~and private

"The Bradley health plan is a
sound economic plan built on
reasonable assumptions. The

plan will increase insurance
COVer: ewlthout mandates or
dlsmpl:lon in the labor market.

The estimates of the plan's

costs are reasonab]e, built on

1ons and techniques

long used in the government
ate secg; Those who

rofessor of. Economics,
Ewmmics and

i Ke:médy School of
: Govemmenr
Harmrd Unwgmty

system. It views health care as a shared priority and encourages
individuals, families and communities, the private sector, and
government to share the responsibility of improving health and
health care. It invites America's public health szstem tobe a

Erimary catalzst of this movement and it will ta

elp contain health care costs.

The Bradley Proposal:

e vigorous steps to

« Gives all Americans access to affordable health care

« Guarantees all children health care insurance

« Preserves Medicare and expands it with an optional
prescription drug benefit for all seniors

« Creates a Medicare option for home and community-based

11/2/1999 8:07 PM
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coordinated care systems that is based on successful
demonstration projects

Invests in public health and prevention

Goals of the Bradley proposal are:

Increase access, choice, affordability, and quality of care
for all Americans

Improve protections for patients and a consumer's right to
know

Maintain current insurance coverage systems that work for
many people

Build new approaches to health care so that people are no
longer disadvantaged by race, ethnicity, gender, income,
geography or health status

Require access to equitable mental health services

First Stage - Children (Birth-18)

The Bradley proposal invests in

the nation's children by ""Health care interests have
requiring that all children be always sought a proposal that
covered by health insurance is simple, fair, comprehensive
from birtlh. II\n the Brstl\gley -- and realistic. What Senator
roposal, there are two ways to Bradley has proposed is that
%sure children: soluuen.'ltl?crgggnm that
) health care is a shared priority

« enroliment in their among individuals, families,
parents' coverage and-i;o_mqjljé;i'ties, and p_‘riﬁatc

sector and government.

« enrollment in new e 4
federally-approved -- Bernard Tresnowski, retired
private insurance plans President & CEO of the
currently exist or will s Sﬁze:{g'_-ds.,r_aqanon

develop under the
Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP).

Parents will select the health care plan for their children.

For children living in households with annual incomes
under $32,800 for a family of four, the Bradley proposal will
ensure that full premium payments ($1200 per child) are
made to the federally-approved health care plan that
parents select.

The subsidy depends only on income. This means that the
same subsidy applies to children living in households
under $32,800 for a family of four, even if they remain in
their parents' employer-sponsored or other kind of
insurance coverage.

For children living in households with annual incomes
between $32,800 (for a family of four) and $49,200 (for a
family of four), the selected health plan will receive a
graduated portion of the full premium payment.

All health care insurance premiums will be excluded from
income, allowing everyone to have a tax break similar to
the one provided to people with employer-provided
insurance. This will be available whether you itemize or
not.

wysiwyg://main.72/http://www.billb...y.com/bin/article.pl?path=270999/3
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« Children enrolled in Medicaid and/or CHIP will be fully
subsidized under this new program.

« A national public-private commission that includes
consumers will determine a comprehensive benefits
package that will be similar to Medicaid benefits in most

States.

The Bradley proposal will guarantee that 84% of the nation's
currently 11 million uninsured children will receive either a full or
partial subsidy. Parents of the remaining 16% will receive

assistance through a tax break.

Second Stage - Adults (19-64)

The Bradley proposal assures

access to affordable health care "Bill Bradley's proposal
insurance for all adult builds upon the best our
Americans. The proposal health care system has to offer
creates new choices for those and recognizes the

who are uninsured, those who weaknesses within it that must
find it difficult to obtain be changed. I applaud him for
individual health insurance, the 1 | bmmp?mn ;
self-employed, or those who are comprehensive Pmpdsﬂ.when
dissatisfied with their current it is not the politically correct
coverage. This proposal reflects thing to do. Once again, he is
the changing face of work and focusing on the issues that
families in America. The really need attention.”
keynotes of the proposal are i

choice and portability. It - Dr. Ron Anderson,
respects the importance of the President & CEO, Parkview
employer-based system, while Memorial Hospital, Dallas,
recognizing the increasing need Texas and Chairman, Board
for complementary systems. of Trustees, Texas Hospital
All adults will have two options ALsegeon

for their health care insurance:

« continue to participate in their current coverage,

- or participate, at group rates, in the various private
insurance plans currently available to Members of
Congress and 9 million federal employees around the
country. This is known as the Federal Employees Health
Benefits Program (FEHBP). A special needs pool will be
established to assist those with greater than usual health

care needs.

The Bradley proposal:

« Provides that for all adults with annual incomes below

$16,400 (for a family of four) and for all current Medicaid
participants, full annual premium pa nts ($1800 per
adlult aeléd up to $5000 per family) will be made to the plan
selected. e e S

n__....._____‘_-_-
Provides that for all adults in families with annual incomes
between $16,400 and $32,800 (for a family of four), partial
premium payments will be made on a graduated basis to
the plan selected.

The subsidy of the adult's out-of-pocket cost of insurance
depends only on income. That means it applies to eligible
adults whether they obtain insurance through their
emplo%{er. another means, or with participation in the
federal employees program.

All health care insurance premiums will be excluded from
income, allowing everyone to have a tax break similar to

11/2/1999 8:07 PM
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the one provided to people with employer-provided
insurance. This will be available whether you itemize or

not.

« Retains the employer tax exclusion for health care benefits,

« Fully subsidizes prenatal care for all pregnant women with
annual family incomes up to $32,800 (for a family of four).

Third Stage - Medicare - Seniors (65+)

Medicare remains a federal
guarantee at age 65. The
Bradley proposal offers a new
prescription drug benefit and
creates a program of
community and home-based
coordinated care for more
seniors. This program, which
builds on successful Medicare
demonstration projects,
integrates medical and social
services to help the elderl
remain in their homes an
communities. With these, family
caregivers will no longer have
to shoulder their burden alone.
States will assume
responsibility for institutional
long-term care and assisting
low-income elderly with their
Medicare cost-sharing. The
Federal government will
maintain support for this effort.

The Bradley proposal:

"Finally, a plan to provide all
Americans with access to
health care that's
ﬁ’é‘é’ﬁ’;?“’%‘f““d‘

0 easible, and
p sister tent with American
values. Senator Brad.l 's life
roacb  provides us
ear and sensible path
eto whctc

-Jobn ‘Rodat, President,
Signa!health

Delmar, New York

« Adds an optional prescription drug benefit with a $500
deductible, $25 monthly premium and a 25% copay;
encourages use of generic drugs whenever appropriate

« Uses pharmacy benefit managers to assure efficiencies
and to provide education about the appropriate use of

medications

« Expands the opportunities to join community care systems

Public Health/America's Health

The Bradley proposal relies on
a broad understanding of what
creates health. Many factors are
involved. These include
genetics, exposure to viruses,
toxins and bacteria,
environment, behavior and
lifestyle, community, even
income inequality.

The Bradley proposal
invigorates the public health
system to collaborate with
states and local communities to:

« Strengthen the public
health infrastructure

« Create healthy
environments for the 21st
century

« Emphasize health education in traditional and innovative

ways with the Internet

11/2/1999 8:07 PM
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Program Costs

Annual total program costs:

(Estimated costs by category)

wysiwyg://main.72/http://www.billb...y.com/bin/article.pl ?path=270999/3

$55-65 Billion

Subsidies for premium support: $38 - 46 Billion
Tax cut: $5 - 7 Billion
Prescription Drug Benefit: $10 Billion
Public Health: $2 Billion
These cost estimates do not
include savings from the "The Bradley plan is based
application of information on reasonable assumptions
technologies to medical about the cost of ing
payments and records or from health insurance through the
the appropriate reduction in chetilEmployeeHealth
practice variation. Estimated Benefits Program. Some of
savings from these and other the attacks on cost have been
cost-containment measures in based 'on the assumption that
the proposal are $30 billion, the siibs'iﬂg will cover far
more expensive plans than the
" Senator proposes." —
-- Alan M. Garber, M.D.,
Professor of Medicine,
Economics and Health
Research and Policy,
Stanford University

Bill Bradley for President, Inc.
395 Pleasant Valley Way

West Orange, NJ 07052
973-731-2100

888-643-9799

This is the only official web site of the Bill Bradley for President Committee. While
other web sites might advocate Bill Bradley's election or the defeat of other
candidates, and while they might contain links to this site or republish information or
materials that we have made available to the general public, they are not authorized
by the Bill Bradley for President Committee, nor have they been coordinated in any
way with the Bill Bradley for President campaign.

11/2/1999 8:07 PM
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about health and healthcare, cveryone his a tell,

snumberrouopﬂoﬂly whanlwgs amip
Missmm_ He Jivéd with constant pain. He had calcified iof the

& car, throw a ball or rig his shoes.

amt my father I think about health cere. And Ithink about other
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my father when I think about health care because | x;
es what my father got ~ the helping hands to 8 |
members or the hands of that extended family

Ameri¢dns, helping each other, You can call that extanded family gove
; ln ]ustus thcpcuple . £

My fﬁ'th life showed me that through self<reliance, dis&phnnnd;dau
ly any obstacle, achieve any goal. ButJcan
forces b your controlithat cen overwhelm you. Isaw that at home, too.
i so many years I've seen it in a lot of other hox

misw'xmwrw th eare — anmmmmmmam%mm

preventiéniprograms. of coverage; we need 10 start
~ health dd‘u ~ s the shiny pennies of America's futore, the fuundan]nn of our ives, as
mdividuﬂs. ps families, as communities and as a nation.

Health asappedmglnmunctoou!hmulwellbtbﬂn\tzle
muscle aid a grandparent’s smile. Health care is about assuring middle-clast
iy they will not be nckudimo_lobs hnebmaeofmelrh:

mmmm&mmmm‘ eyt




* Wken

to force them fo choose berween proper healthesy and bankn

lose the insurance coverage that gives their :Ehil adequate

healthcate just because they're caught n carporete dpwnsizing. It's fot hat just
becanse yoln work for a srgl] business or are starting one of your own you xst live in
fear that Sbme medical ency might undo everything you've .| Nor is it
right that kings and di s cen come (o this country 1o get the besy medi in the
world, w?lﬁ:m:ﬁcms blocks away may not be able to afford any care all.
.| Americans have the sight to life, fiberty. and thel putsnit of
erson, who proclaimed those rights in o on of
ithout health, there is no heppines$.” We can't abolish

But we can help care for the sick and ease the

sickness prideny mortality.
dying and fusure that chil

the propasition that when iticames to health care, everyone will have

Dream —hﬂlut.

l about heal
in itself. We forget thatiti
hiealth for Americans.

good health
look after

like education,

n have 2 healthy start in life. We can commit ourkélves to
the Ametican

in this country, we often talk u'poutin!u

if it Were an end
really nmeanstoanend—audtheandﬁmube:;tssible
. 1 |
iIs in 2!l our interests. 1t has meas forall of
'morning and go to work with § f of hope| ot dread.
lobk after their children. Healthy tiesjare places
ir neighbors, Good health begets good health. -

.best, most advanced medicine/in the warid, @m
peerless; our hospitals matchless; our technology nequaled. |
ring in the neXt deeade th'm!!daliyr.‘lgﬁ?dlife
andiunmﬂvemmt.mzmtt 1s the
{n the world? Why don't we have the best care PM
r ' | |
are going to have the best hc.uldlfm!{s.yuumhd the
dght, B good bealth carb is uéght. mlq‘uuupm
wiill I :
; i I
auﬂéhﬂdmtxminm}ed. l
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Second, Bh giving adults a peal choies of affordable health in¢urance plans,

l
and.mg the concept of health care to include theideaofguodhh th and by
ynnd of nof-medical factors which determine’health: i

abrmt a health rare system that doesn tjust swoap in th.'lﬁng an, l:rlency I
bout 2 sys emphasizes prevention and extly interventi system
scientific advances for the many who can ben m‘h#ﬂnn few who

canaﬂ‘ aboug giving the joy of nurses

wha see linemqu ity, and fecl a sensc of loss ina

professip smandmkas e fee] they cannot do right by padents..l g

about t to people where they Live their lives ~ in their |, :
,u:thelr 5. in thelr businesses, their places of worship — not healtheare

that waits for people 1o sh upwmmeyhavenoothc:p]mwzo Tam abour

asystcmpfpnbnc health that quly ministers o the physical and’ meuul health|of the

ality. Owwohundudymmmgmss
om;mwmwhoml nal
eddyRowdt‘ansruﬂmecﬂudfou ystem

gt o kg e o A
mthematmcmfulmdialmmﬁ:
passed the HMO act of 1972. B

Clinton sought to provide health insurance fof ol :
failed. But thefproblens that called Yorth that effort have ot a
wuﬂn-mq#ramww Lt

:i |
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Ameri ; "donotwantto deuhdtbcirdghtmchouse:heirdpqﬁrsortﬁt}chmdonof
their tre3ynent. W

| ; 1
In1986: one told me nfomcmﬂdmbenchiwedbmml Yere 100
many opposing interests. Klistened to all those interests, and ev y I utiderstood

their . A short while Jacer, the common ground we establi inro the
tax reformthat everyone sajd was unachievable. Improving dur'healtheare syftemwﬂl

require g similar process. _

Before s¢ ' ing a program Comsi.wwmbonmltthwdnmﬁmd' ehs'af all
pamap# in the ea of American health. We will adsiress their objectians and
draw uper their hwwingmatnoomluslllﬁwds?m. And, tHove all, we

ents.

. ; I| .
The contpirs of this will change as the voices of othbrs arelheard. . It be
viewed @& starting point, fot a final plan, Iknow that making healthcare a etoall
will not bé:casy. But the difficulty is a challenge, not 2 reason to avaid engdgernent.

The riddlelof the ancieat oracle at Delphi was, "What goes on four legs at ; two Jegs
ar noon, and three legs at 7" The answer, of course, is all of us. We c¢ray] at birth,
we walk as adults, and iMas we use a cane as We age. :

The proptéal X will offer today deals with Americans at thess three critical stages of life:
a1 dawn, ajnoon, and at S .

I am suggekting a differsar thhMcm-mfaéaahsﬁdnﬁnL:&om
~ infancy topld age. Fmasugl:ow.:hcmmmumhmgem. arent)
. solutions:phust fit the problems. . .
i

Let's "-With-heal for children. Thexclsnamshdbmj' oh
' dren languish in pain or illness. Yot i the midjy
million who go without medical care bpgaus

mﬂlhnﬂamm ; .
Colbmtn e g o e e e

i , 1 f
l} : . f ‘I

—




Nearly 7 2go, we mad dmhndofmmmmwwwqratﬂslwhmm

enmcd, care.'l‘hat tmsimple.hcddmafortheddedy‘ asa
narional nsibiliry. :

Nowwq sed to make & sifilar corammitment to ou children. Tha:eommi ent i also
simple: 19 child in this couptry will be without health insnrance. Bum q:hildmn
yetional furure, their healthcare must be a federal responsibility. And ko those
: cantaﬁo:dtoth:s,lanswor‘Weclntaﬂ’ordumtm

I we enroll eve chﬂdmahulthmsurmoepromﬁnmtbc meat of
birth. liment will be the respopsibility of the parene. Just as proud aents must
fill out inhcemﬁcm s nsoc:alsecuﬂrycardheﬁoreleavingthbho these
parents u:pst also enro]l thejr new child in 2 health care plan. ‘

ldonrthi}lkthisxsan 5 or difficu)t. Inmmmm,wcm’xddruneﬂmhome
from an fto dealership without signing up for insurance. Should we have & lpsser
- :equim:dzqt for the most valuable and cherisbed addition to our lives? .

Undum parents wonldbeabletochon:euwfomufpmwmm#mywmfar

; by keeping the insurance coverage they already have, pr by one of

thapnvatﬁinmrmuplm rchxldrmthatmﬂbedcvclowdmghm thcare
:ﬂ:mcsall federa] employees. M

Smcewq insurance orevuycpnd.wemnnmnkcitponiblé' wafnmdym
aﬁ'adu.smg,estwedo l.l:rwghrefnndableuxcmdﬂsfdﬂhapbnrmd class

and by premium payments from income for all Americans. The » we
help all is becavse gll children are important to the firture. _ o

FarAmhpnsbmenﬂn ges of 19 and 64, I propose 10 wake it casier
tnstmoe, 1o purchase it Fo:ﬂzosewhomnwinmqu ed their
plass, should change. But not all Americans are o Jucky.

employ ot afford health insurance for thamselves or theie

people, Wi wesz once emp mﬁndmmdmdmﬁﬁumdni
without benefits. Othe: mtpqytbsmstufinmnmemm:h
abovetha‘toderalpoveuy

St e wﬁ*mmmmwmﬂw
inone nany private now
Congress cﬂ:erfederll . " Lo

.| 295 Plexsant W QI‘VI!.WHEMHﬁ‘I'J sey O
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‘ N T . . ' o ;
~ extands idlall individuals fjose tax beaefits which are part of the uuploymmlj-bmd
. System. ., || ; ' . !

(I

Wlﬂlﬂ:%lﬂblﬁb hesl wmbecomepombla,which:pems;}uuwﬂf |al:'Iem

take it frofh job 1o job, from ity to city. You won't have to stay in s don't want

* inorder I,guuantecyaur th insurance. . '

- Nnmatt::'i t plan youcl:-noée,itsbouldwmewith aPaﬁe:}uiBﬂléofRigb}rsa;ada
cmmﬂ 1 to Know grovision. And if you don't like your insurance any, you

canfirelhgm.andyoudon have 10 worry sbout them firing you.

Just 2s witfmust fortify our mbyhclpinglheyoungmnmpuus,;mmnhtbmw
ing our commitments to our oldest citizens, We have already dohe so”

. the most{ suceassful public health insurance program in i

history. Bt we need 10 this program better by expanding it wiinclude costs of

iption drugs, with gerteric drugs being the first choice of medication when

hag'p ide healthcare but allow them to remain | in their
(ks will reduce the economie-and psyochological burden Nm bers,
2iéhe costs of institational care: and give our older citizens the to

the people and places they know:and love, ind among

in the first place. ) |

‘ist.'lc. You can't nkomptbadayformm&dhﬂ&m
lung cancéi; Scat belts and proper amnd exerci
fiej responsibility o individuals., But we can all help other in miscting our

''''''

to the needs ourommuninesommdoumﬁr.mbui}:#eoﬂwm

Dty s e s

: N Paid for.by Bill Bradley for President, Inc.
N - cu#irm_wuuubqu Bradley for President, Inc. are not tax
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: "I‘hmhfd{ proposal wi n!lowthethmcpamofounochwmdowhltdvdobut.
Tbepn sector will do what it does best ~ provide healthears insurance fpr Arocricans.

organizations and communitics will do what they do best—
strong works locally to provide good health for Americans. And gov
what it bas| 8 fundamental responsibility to do - pmtect:heweubungoz‘m, i

" |
That's ﬂ1:=1 broposal.

i |;siuupons:ble mmmitwnewpmgmmsm&mntmhﬁn; COSTs
. befo:r._ pnblic so that we can decide together how to pay for lthcare

[ have consnjtediestimare that my proposals will cost $35 - $45 for
_dnldru Bd adults, $10 for drug benefits for the elderly, $6.5 billion|for
exclusiorjs; $2 billion for publie health {nitiatives. That is a great deal of ,buta
umpaisn@rapnsa.l withoura price tag is just another politician's promise.
! Y

With d:ﬁﬁ\zgxmuvc use of new technologics, wcur.al:mdyﬂndmgmw savings
within theisystem, We must step out of the old bax that says either we radse or cut
benefits in|prder 1o control costs. Instead, we need o think most creatively how o
thntofd:cmughlyﬂmmnnspmm in 1998,
qahmofmmmmrdupﬁwm d the

hl fov by BiJ) Bradley for President, Inc,
or gifts mmmwhmum ile.




investmant - iuourpmdn:u‘vnynnd gmi-rﬁ:.autldo
t. ] ask for it as a fulfillment of the nation's

inthabc.!ieﬂhuinthumwufsuchpm and

"mshmﬂdbedemcdthn&ametosuqhelp - not
as long .s|we have help to give. : l !
I’veulkqdinrluscunpu lahnmwmpomcenfmnnﬂm chPiglhmgs

it comes to

ewryAmE::canhaswhats

gnd lmm‘ and what we

a’sheallh,thkismmeﬁmiwbo If requires bold
tment, from the President on dowm, to cemthlt
ould be a basic birthright. Iusal:lautw 10 we masapeoplc
become.

DunngtheGreaDepuss;o when the people of my home town rsomz ere

: N bmkingaystem,myfathﬁ— to

m:the bank's glasswindw:o 'peop.lqoflhe
d their deposits. Wemutnnsmppaplcto ' that
when they need it. And likemy fether, who :vcr
ing the depression, I want [o assore

'u:eleglnmnbjwtofgov&nmmusmdq .
they need (0 have done, but cannot anl!. mouo
'separate and individual eapacities.” fori isa
for the government which has peen pqsemlhe
task we have the weﬁh#nbaﬁmw!hn
is the upalienable vight of aveqrhmbmg

d:asewomsl.nmlhebedanﬁmof be.nellher
th him in that Peansylvania sumsner

lared colonies would become the
ealth. Yet no change in anr
norrdicvedmuf

psc eaduring prigs Geyed v ot
We can now w?wdom?mumﬂhmln
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A Ha‘l:he Care Proposal from Bill Bradley

' Americ d“é d
Bill smucy s hoaith care
the healdhof its people. ks
Amnncans for their f;

(- Care

cass 1e.

lludcugncdtorewnhzemcas ach 1o improving
imate gohl is to achleve the best possible health for all
end their communities. As 2 vital support for healch, the

Budlay;i;qposa]calls !ora.*’a:m sxmple:,undmote cffective system of 1care. The
Bradley proposal intends 10 trust in America’s health care system. |
TthmIir‘CarcProposal B:lledleyaddme:tbefacnhmﬂmm' million
Americanswho are living without health care insurance and, thus, lack dependsble access to
essential bealth care services, It further addresses the qoality of care. ‘The proposal is
simple, fair, and comprehensive. It begins a national conversation on bealth It keeps
what works for many s, while streamlining the parts of the systermn that are
unnecessasly comple:g?ﬁable It clarifies federal and state roles by majnstreaming
Medicaidiinto the private s availsble to all Americans. Jt dratws upont
bothd:epu‘bﬂcmdpnvm . It recognizes thar private health care willb
backbone-ofourhcalthcm ystem. It views health carc as a shared priority encomge.s
;: farailies and uaities, the private sector, and governmeant to the
mponsih!ﬁyofmprmng and health care. It invites America’s public health system

to be 2 primary caralyst of mav:mntmd:twiutake v:gnumusmpsm p contain

health caggicosts, .

The B Proposal: ;

> Américans access to affordable health care | .

» tees all children Bealth care insurance i

». Medzwcmdpmdsnwimmwnomlpmcnpunndmgbnuifonﬂ

> 'aMedicue i ﬁ:rhonﬁmdmmmw—hsedmﬁumddmmmm
is 6n projects : ol

» Investsjin public health gnd prevention 1

Goals of {fie Bradley ,

¥ Incredse access, cholce, affordab ,lndquallwofmtordllmrkaull

> Improvk protections for patiears and a consumer’s right to-know :

» Maintajp current insurance coverage systems that work for le

> Build atw approaches 1o health ca _mdntmhmmlqmrﬁnd by race,

nicioy, gender, inco ay or bealth status
» Require access 0 equita services *

axl'h-an-w West Orange, New
‘ (973) hmu-om
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The Bradley proposal invests in the naton's children by requiring thét all children be covered

by bealth fmsurance from birth, In the Bradley proposal, there are two ways th jnsure

children: | ! : ; y

> mient in their parents’ coverage - :

> ecarolligeat in new federdlly-approved private insurance plans forjchildrel dr families.
Tbagiﬂmseiﬂm itly exist ar will develop under thé Federal Employees Health
Benefiis Program (FEHEP). F ) -
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cost of long-term care on

His proposal to shift  their own. “The feds would

the burden of 101']3- love to get rid of long-term

care, because it is the

term care to the states 800-pound gorilla of social

leaves problems problems,” explains Stephen

A. Moses, president of the

unsolved. Center for Long-Term Care

By BETSY McCAUGHEY ROSS Financing, a senior advocacy

group in Seattle. Moses ex-

pects huge resistance to Brad-

or weeks, presidential contender ley's proposal once state officials and
Bill Bradley's health plan has seniors wake up toit.

: been hailed as a big, bold alterna-
tive to fellow Democrat Al Gore's
timid, piecemeal reform. Newsweek
called Bradley “an intellectual who is
not afraid to think big.” Big ideas de-
mand scrutiny.

Most people assume that seniors are
covered by Medicare, the federal pro-
gram for the elderly. But Medicare
doesn’t pay for long-term care beyond
a few days. The average stay in a nurs-
ing home is well over two years and
costs about $41,000 a year. Few seniors
have the money to pay or the long-
term care insurance to cover it. The
only safety net for them is Medicaid, a
federal/state health program for the
poor. Bradley's proposal would elimi-
nate federal support for seniors in nurs-
ing homes.

Currently, even middle-class seniors
who own homes often are eligible for
long-term care assistance under Medi-
caid. Liberal state rules allow them to
deduct enormous medical costs from
their income in order to qualify as
“medically needy." Some people de-
plore Medicaid for the middle class as a
gravy train; others consider it a well-
deserved benefit for the elderly who
have paid taxes and would be wiped
out financially by nursing home bills.
Either way, there's no question that
Medicaid is important to many seniors.
Two-thirds of nursing home residents
areonit.

Right now, the federal government
and the states share the cost of all
Medicaid programs, including health
care for the poor and long-term care for
the elderly. Bradley proposes a swap.
Under his plan, the federal government
assumes the total cost of enrolling low-
income people in health plans, letting
the states off the hook entirely. In re-
turn, the states would bear the total

Medicaid spending on long-term care
is predicted to increase rapidly, John
Powell, executive director of the
nationwide Seniors Coalition, calls
Bradley's proposal “a recipe for disas-
ter” because of the large numbers of
people over 85, who are the primary
users of nursing home care, Hardest hit
would be poor states like Arkansas,
which now get more than 80% of long-
term care and health care for the poor
paid by the federal government, and
states with rapidly aging populations
such as Florida, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island and Iowa,

There is no question that the current
system needs changing. Easy access to
Medicaid assistance has anesthetized
the public to cost and the need to save
for old age. Because Medicaid generally
will pay for nursing homes but not as-
sisted living and other care, there is a
perverse incentive for over-institution-
alization. Too many people deteriorate
in nursing homes who would do better
in assisted living or adult day care at
lower cost, if they could get the public
to help pay.

One answer might be to make Medi-
caid assistance a loan rather than an
entitlement for middle-class seniors
and, at the same time, allow them
greater flexibility in choosing between
a nursing home and another kind of
care. In exchange for picking up the
tab, Medicaid would be reimbursed
later out of their estates. That could re-
plenish Medicaid coffers to help people
who are truly needy.

Financing long-term care is one of
the most formidable problems looming
ahead, but Bradley's plan dumps it on
the states rather than solving it. At the
same time, Bradley's plan takes the
states out of the business of health care
for the poor, where they have made

real breakthroughs in the past decade.
The plan removes the poor from state
Medicaid programs and “mainstreams”
them into the Federal Employee
Health Benefit Program, which cur-
rently offers federal workers and mem-
bers of Congress a choice of commer-
cial health plans. Many state officials
consider the proposal naive. Commer-
cial plans are reluctant to adapt to
Medicaid patients' needs. These plans
have too few doctors in poorer neigh-
borhoods; avoid covering costly, high-
risk patients; and pull out at the first
sign that costs are eating into profits.
What is clear here is Bradley's lack of
experience in dealing with some of the
toughest issues facing state govern-
ments.

Where faint-hearted insurance com-
panies have fallen short serving the
poor, inner-city hospitals have filled
the gap by operating out-patient clinics
that provide accessible care in return
for much needed Medicaid revenue for
the hospitals. Bradley spokeswoman
Marcia Aronoff says clinics would get
paid better and more reliably by big
commercial health plans than by the
state bureaucracy. Not so, says Dr. Al-
len J. Hyman of New York-Preshy-
terian Medical Center—a Bradley sup-
porter: “I'd rather negotiate with
Albany than with Aetna-U.S.
Healthcare any day."”

Some parts of Bradley's plan deserve
high marks. His proposal to make pre-
miums tax-deductible for everyone is
sure to make health insurance cheaper
and encourage more people to get in-
surance. Everyone would be buying
with pretax dollars, just as employees
of large companies already do.

The trade-offs, however, are substan-
tial. It is astonishing that a centerpiece
health plan offered by the candidate
deemed a big thinker would receive so
little scrutiny by the press or even his
opponent. If the Bradley plan continues
to be hailed as a big, bold policy idea
and true to the principles of the Demo-
cratic Party without any discussion of
what it actually means, many people
have a lot to lose. Starting with seniors,

Betsy McCaughey Ross is a senior
fellow at the Hudson Institute and for-
mer lieutenant governor of New York.
E-mail: betsymross@aol.com.




Inside Politics
Gore Makes CHIP Cornerstone of his Health Care Agenda
Aired December 10, 1999 - 5:10 p.m. ET

THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COPY MAY NOT BE IN ITS FINAL FORM AND
MAY BE UPDATED.

JUDY WOODRUFF, CNN ANCHOR: Both Al Gore and Bill Bradley have made health care a
focus in the Democratic presidential campaign. While both say all Americans should be insured,
they differ on the means of achieving that goal. Today, Pat Neal takes a closer look at the issue --
specifically, at the program that serves as a cornerstone of Al Gore's plan to insure America.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: You Doing OK? Have you been keeping the log that they talked
about with your last visit?

PAT NEAL, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): Eight-year-old Brian just wants the
migraine headaches to go away. His mother, Grace Griffith, was able to take him to the
neurologist because of the Children's Health Insurance Program, or CHIP.

GRACE GRIFFITH, MOTHER: It's just a life saver.

NEAL: Vice President Al Gore says that expanding CHIP could be the lifeline for American
families.

ALBERT GORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: Eventually to get health
insurance to every single American in the country, but do it in a step-by-step way. And one of
the first important steps will be to get every single child in America fully affordable, high-quality
health insurance.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Take your hands and roll them like this.

NEAL: CHIP was created in 1997 with bipartisan support after Washington enacted sweeping
welfare reform. Its goal is to reach children in lower and moderate income households, whose
parents don't have access to health insurance through their employer. The federal government
awards grants to states, which the states match with their own funds. Each state designs and runs
its own program. Most parents like Grace pay a small premium and co-payment.

GRIFFITH: Because I was working, I was able to afford it. It was $15 a month for my two sons.
NEAL: In less than two years since its creation, all 50 states are participating. One reason: CHIP

provides 15 percent more federal money to states than Medicaid does. But CHIP does have
growing pains. Of the more than 10 million uninsured children in this country, so far only about



one-tenth have been enrolled. Bill Bradley's campaign says that shows CHIP has not proven
successful in dramatically improving coverage for children.

ZOILA LAROCHE, MOTHER: I have been trying to get other insurance. And I cannot afford to
pay like $550 a month.

NEAL: Zoila LaRoche's kids and 30,000 others have been on a waiting list in Florida, because
the program's grown faster than the state budgeted.

ROBERT BLENDON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY: Many of the states have not been as
aggressive. Their general feeling has been, as well, this is a problem. You have a child. If you
need it, come down and fill out the forms.

NEAL: Gore says the numbers are growing, and that as president, he has a plan to entice states to
enroll more children.

GORE: One of the things that we know works well is to give incentives for good partnerships
with states, give bonuses to those states that do well, and exact financial penalties from those
state that are falling down.

NEAL: Sign-up would be on-the-spot in day care centers and schools. Enrollment would be
coordinated with the school lunch program. And Gore would mandate mail-in applications.

BLENDON: He's trying to move away from the public assistance image by making it look like
other programs where you enroll. I mean, you can enroll in Social Security by mail.

NEAL: The Bradley campaign says Gore's plan does nothing that's not already allowable by law.
Gore's staff says that's ridiculous. His new plan would provide financial incentives to states,
which expand CHIP to households whose annual income is up to 250 percent of the poverty rate.
That's about $41,000 for a family of four.

Also new: Payments to states to allow parents of CHIP kids, who have no access to employer-
based insurance, to buy coverage at affordable rates.

GRIFFITH: For myself, I would love it. Because I, myself, I have a —I have a disease I was born
with. I was born with Sickle Cell. And right now, I don't have insurance for myself. I just pray
that I don't get sick.

NEAL: For families with higher incomes but no access to employer-based insurance, Gore
would allow parents to purchase policies for their kids in pools, making the premiums cheaper
than in the open market. These families could receive a 25 percent tax credit.

(on-camera): While Bill Bradley has criticized Gore's plan as not bold enough, Gore's goal is to
build on a program he sees is working — broaden it with the eventual goal of insuring all kids and
their parents.



(voice-over): Gore's goal: To give every child access to affordable health insurance within five
years.

BLENDON: I think he believes since the initial program had such bipartisan support, that this
type of approach, which also is endorsed by many governors, has the ability to avoid political
controversy.

NEAL: The cost of Gore's plan to expand CHIP is $136 billion over 10 years. He proposes
paying for it with the budget surplus if Congress approves.

Pat Neal, CNN, Miami.
(END VIDEOTAPE)

TO ORDER A VIDEO OF THIS TRANSCRIPT, PLEASE CALL 800-CNN-NEWS OR USE
OUR SECURE ONLINE ORDER FORM LOCATED AT www.fdch.com
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Wednesday, September 8, 1999
Los Angeles, California

Produced by OVP Press
Room 274 OEOB (ext. 6-7035)

The Daily News Report of the Vice President is prepared to bring news items of interest to the attention of key personnel for their use in
their official capacities. It is not intended to substitute for newspapers and periodicals as a means of keeping informed about the meaning
and impact of news developments. Use of these articles does not reflect official endorsement. Further reproduction for private use or gain
is subject to oniginal copyright restrictions.



Copyright 1999 National Broadcasting Co. Inc.
NBC News Transcripts

SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET)
September 7, 1999, Tuesday
HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S CHILDREN
ANCHORS: TOM BROKAW
REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY: |
TOM BROKAW, anchor:

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far
as the president and the first lady. Claire:

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance.
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course,
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993.

Vice President AL GORE: | will ensure that by the year 2005, every single
child in our country has full access to fully affordable health care coverage.

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government
program which offers low-income families insurance for their children. If
people eamn too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in.
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And
anyone earning up to $ 100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a
government program would get a tax break. Gore also supports allowing people to
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age 55, if they have no other insurance.
Health care experts call it practical.

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA). It builds on programs that already exist and
seem to work well.

SHIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it.



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I have put
forward will be integrated into a balanced budget.

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30
and $ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it
all add up. Tom:

BROKAW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al
Gore campaign.

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school, are
their teachers really prepared to teach them?

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most American elementary and middle school teachers don't
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect.

BROKAW: SAVING OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the
teachers?

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does
food shopping online really work?




NBC News Transcripts

SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AM ET)

September 7, 1999, Tuesday

LENGTH: 276 words

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEALTH INSURANCE
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD

ANCHORS: ANN CURRY

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
ANN CURRY, anchor:

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most
families in the US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's
Claire Shipman has details now.

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005.
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current
federal state partnership, called CHIP, which offers insurance to children whose
families eamn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to
two and a half times the poverty level or $ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't
participate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents
of children who qualify for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid,
and that focusing on kids is smart.

Mr. ED HOWARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It really makes a difference.
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. They don't get care
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with
conditions like earaches that turn into infections.

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of
this will be cheap, say experts, at least $ 30 billion over five years. The vice
president says he can pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News,
Los Angeles.

LANGUAGE: English



Copyright 1999 Burrelle's Information Services
CBS News Transcripts

<=1> View Related Topics
SHOW: CBS THIS MORNING (7:00 AM ET)
September 7, 1999, Tuesday
TYPE: Newscast

LENGTH: 69 words

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO
UNVEIL NEW

HEALTH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY
ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS

BODY:
THALIA ASSURAS, co-host:

Vice President Al Gore reportedly plans to unveil anew health-care
proposal today. In an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's almost 11 million uninsured

children by the year 2005, Gore also picked up an endorsement from lowa

Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the lowa caucuses early next
year.
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Gore’s proposal raises a question ot

GO!’E P Iedges 2w mco mn::;:'mr :;a:'::
A Heaftﬁ P 'an Em-:: 3;::':“'3 mﬁ:

ing age without children®
' Mr. Gore did not say how much his
ForEUEIyChlld proposals would cost or how he
would pay for them. Chris Lehane. a
k\ spokesman for the Vice President,
By ROBERT PEAR said, “This will be done in the context
LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7 — Vice ©f 8 balanced budger, and we'il put

P Gore proposed today out a detalled budget proposal 'Iate:.
mmm 0 .mwub: but we have no price tag right now.

derof A thout healn  ©f five million youngsters in the new

. heaith program for children.
coverage had increased steadily f
since he and President Clinton took - - JMinistration officials have chid-

- demwm.mutnrnol
Hospital of Los Angeles, in Holly- doing more o increase health insur-
wood, he said, “If you elect me Presi- ance coverage. But this is a tricky

Is: for A A
2005, every single child in our coun- mma "lrl Gon.becamﬂw::l::

how the money could be used Mr,, & year

their children. In addition, he would 3% & new paper on health policy
impose financial on states Prepared by the Gore campaign
mnlanb-n;dnﬁmwhr Even though Congress has created
the enroliment of children, while of. 20 expanded several health pro-
fering bonuses for states that meet gmuu%mmwm
the goals. document says.
The Administration said in July = White officials have known
that 1.3 million ‘children had been fOf several years that at least four

¢evidence that this number has gone
would have expected at least three down, despite many efforts and ex !
million by now and that he was there- hortations by Federal officlals in
fore “a little disappointed * Washington.

" propos-
als, taken together, could provide proposals o define the rights of pa.
coverage for 11 million to 15 million tients in health maintenance organi-
Americans, most of them children. zations, 1o establish new prescription
The number of people without health drug benefits under Medicare and to
Insurance has been climbing in the provide a modest tax credit for the
last decade and now exceeds 43 mil- cost of nursing home care. But the

lion. . focus of his speech was on uninsured
The goal of offering children, and Mr. Gore offered these
health insurance to all children, ideas to deal with the problem:
though ambitious, is modest by com-  §The should
parison with Mr. Clinton’s original Impose on states
plan to guarantee Insurance that do not meet Federal targets for
for all Americans. youngsters in and

10 get oa thelr own. That's premium, but this would often be a
just not fair, and we have to change bargaln compared with prices in the
i private market, because large gov.

e " e @he New York Times
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Following are excerpts from an address onm
health care yesterday by Vice President Al Gore at
the Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, as recorded
by The New York Times:

For more than 50 years we have been engaged in
a battle to provide the kind of health care a great
nation owes its people. Now after that long century of
effort, conflict and concern, it Is time o move past
theoretical and philosophical divisions beyond a ster-
ile debate about labels and abstractions to ask what
we can do now 1o take concrete, specific, realistic
steps to Improve health coverage for all of the
American people.

Today I'm proposing and with your help as
President, 1 will fight for a series of steps to do just
that. We must and we can insure a set of rights so that
all Americans can have health coverage and actually
get the care they are — all Americans who have

Excerpts From Gore’s Speech on Care

midst -of the longest period

. President of the United States.

Some will argue that greater access to health
care is a luxury we can't afford even as they covet
our record surplus for the special interests and
propase to blow it on a risky tax scheme that would
drive us right back into spiraling Federal deficits.
For more than two decades | have seen the struggle
between working families and special interests. The
tobacco lobby, the gun lobby, those who stood against
the Family Leave Bill | co-sponsored in the Senate.
We've had to fight them all and we're not about to
stop now. Others will argue against reforming our
health-care system carefully, realistically and step
by step. Some of them will tell you that the only

le answer is & one-size-fits-all solution. But 1
believe Americans know better. They know, you and |
know, we need visionary but practical change,
change that can be enacted Into law, change that
works for working families, change that meets their

health-care needs. Our cause Is working families.
And in this campaign and in the years ahead, let's put
their Interests first, ahead of the special Interests,
ahead of anything.

This Is a unique moment for our nation, for our
people. Our economy Is strong, indeed we are in the

Truman reminded us when
he began this fight 50 years ago, in a time of prosperi-
ty, we can afford many things. But ill-health which
m prevented or cured is one thing we cannot

We must use our now w0 bring new
change to our health-care system, to make our fam-
llies healthier and more hopeful for the new century
ahead. That's the kind of that works for
working families. And that's why I'm running for

sured children in families with In-

comes exceeding 25 times the offi-
cial poverty level
Health-care experts said Mr.
Gore's proposals would clearly help
some working families, but might
divert states from the task of finding
and enrolling children who are al-
ready eligible for health benefits.
Mr. Gore would give states a bonus

for enrolling children in a program
that already offers states a generous
financial incentive to do just that In
the new Children's Health Insurance
Program, as in Medicaid, the Fed.
eral Government and the states

share the costs, but the Federal Gov-

ernment pays a larger share of the
costs in the new program.
Some of Mr. Gore's proposals are

intended to restore health Insurance
for tens of thousands of children who
lost coverage when their families
were removed from the welfare
rolls. In theory, most such children
were still eligible for Medicaid, but
their parents did not always realize
it, and officials in some states im-
properly cut off health benefits along
with cash assistance.

Ehe New Jork Times
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Gore Outlines
Proposals on
Health Care

Guaranteed Coverage
For Children Is Pledged

B)'ICI.CI CowwoLrr
and Awr GoLpsTEIN

could

the3 million Americans who are now uninsured.
‘hlm:tw&uhidwtmm‘ of how

1o shape the nation's health care system, Gore also

said that, if elected president, he would help par-

tails of the plan predicted that it would provide
coverage to perhaps 15 million children and adults

currently without health insurance,

“We have all leaned that we cannot overhaul
the system in one fell swoop,” Gore said, borrow-
ing a line used recently by first lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, whose ambitious health reform plan
faltered in 1994. “Experience has taught us that
there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing
what is wrong with American health care.”

Generally, liberal and conservative health care
advocates reacled favorably to the proposal. “[na
period of incrementalism, this is a big deal and

H
i
£
2

was intended
nation's 11 million uninsured children. But accord-
ing_toﬂlemrmnlmt.muuﬂh are
taking part.

Comnolly reported from Los Angeles, Goldstein
Sfrom Washington.

@he Washington Post
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Gore Places His Emphasis on Children
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative

By Jeanne Cummines
Stull Reporter of Tiue Waii. STREET Joummar
L GTON—Vice President Al Gore
proposed tax credits for families and work-

Unveiling the plan at Children’ : Hospi-
tal in Los Angeles yesterday, Mr. Gore
vowed 1o take a
“fundamentally dif-
ferent approach™ to £
health-care reform
than President Clin-
ton did. “We have
all learned that we

Officials Kept
Russtan Probe
From Gore

By Boe Davis

Sraff Reparter af THe Wall STaEeT Jounmal

GTON-Treasury, State De-
partment and White House officials
learned this spring of allegations of & mas-
sive Russian money-laundering operation
Involving Bank of New York Co., but didn"t
pass the information to the vice president
or president.

Vice President Al Gore, in particular,
has been criticized by Republican presi-
dential candidates for being “out of the
loop™ on the money-laundering probe, de-

spite his position as chairman of & bina- '

tional commission that oversees many as-
pects of U.S.-Russia relations. “If there
was & loop of people, that loop was formed
on the day we recelved a brieling” late last

maonth, said a Gore aide, “It didn"t exist be- |

fore then."”

But senlor administration officials yes-
terday detailed, for the first time, a series
of contacts by which federal officials
learned of the money-laundering probe by
U.S. investigators.

Treasury officials learned of the exis-

Please Turn to Page A16, Column |

vides coverage to children (rom lower-in-
come [amilies. Under the Gore plan, the
program would be adjusted to apply to fam-
llies earning as much as 250% of (he
poverty rate, or about $41,000 for a family
of four. About one mlllion children would
fall Into the new category of coverage. The
plan would also permit low-income parents
to buy Into the program. In addition, fami-
lies that eam more than 250% of the
poverty rate but don’t have private health
insurance would be allowed to buy into the
program.

= A provision that would grant financial
bonuses to states that meet child healih-
care enroliment targets and reductions in
CHIP funding for those that {all to show
progress, Federal studies have shown that
millions .of children eligible for govern-
ment-assisted health care are not enrolled
in the programs. Mr. Clinton recently un-
welled a serles of initlatives almed at in-
creasing enrollment that ranged from dis-
patching federal Investigators to review
state programs to sending letters to public-
school principals. Mr. Gore would take
those efforts a slep further by including (i-
nancial incentives.

© A new tax credit that would cover 25%
of the premium costs for & variety of people
who aren't currenlly covered by insurance.
For example, the credit could be used by
people aged 55 10 65 10 buy inlo Medicare,

THE WiI‘.L STREET JOURNAL

Continued From Page A3 of their Interest. But Investigators didn't
mr&mﬂﬂhmmﬁ; tell the State Department or NSC aboul the
Naw Yk Federal m"m told probes or whether foreign-policy issues

i that U.S. or In- were involved. As a result, said a senjor
umﬂuulw TESOUNCEs Were
involved in the money laundering, a senlor 003 S%fcerning money laundering and
administration official sald.

The Treasury Department then relayed president’s office.
the information up the chain of command ﬂuMmlnIﬂn;onuﬂH:Ismmw.utinc
to then-Treasury Secrefary Robert Rubln.  0n b arween the information provided by
Mr. Rubin has told former colleagues that mm«mm&;mm
he doesn 't remember being told of the mat- "

ter. But the Information wasn't passed lo o S
senlor White House officials because it was dering probe. ¥, 450 S0 White

Mr.
considered to be the province of the Justice " y .
Department, the adiinistration official Ty e Crcied wbout the formal Justice
said.

Al the time, the Treasury was consider-
ing what conditions the IMF Should Insist o 1e 105 b mopdny g fOF Some
upon to protect any future loans to Russia possible fllegal banking activities by
agalnst theft or misuse. Treasury officlals  pgegaqep, the Russian bank that s now a
eventually developed & plan In which a1y ~Sory; of the money-laundering’probe. That
IMF loans would go to pay off Russia's ex- investigation included
Isting debt to the fund and wouldn't pass
through Moscow. The Clinton officlal said o iCo P
that

the money-laundering .
probe didn't affect the safeguards that galovsky, now a leading figure In the Bank

were sought.
tely, in 1999, State De- af New York investigations,

partment officials learned from a
Wm:mum"«twuh—

corruption

White House's National Security Council.
Together, the State Department and NSC
officlals briefed the Justice Department
and Federal Bureau of Investigation on the
allegations, two senlor administration offi-
clals sald. Neither the Justice Department
nor the FBI would confirm the existence of
the probe al that time, the officials said.

Afterward, the Clinton officlals said,
State Departiment and NSC officials would
“remind” the Justice Department and FBI

be abused. Investigators are looking at
whether IMF loans were improperly di-
verted Into offshore accounts.

“The president has always been con-
cerned with Issues of crime and corruption
in Russia, and has raised Lhat in his meet-
ings with Russlan officials,” said White
House spokesman Joe Lockhart.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1999
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MSN.com NBC's Claire Shipman

reports on Gore's health
insurance proposal.

Vice President Al Gore unveils his plan to improve health care coverage

for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los
Angeles on Tuesday.

By Claire Shipman
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7— Vice President Al Gore
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook on Tuesday, promising health
insurance for millions of Americans who don’t

have it.
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How would you

describe Gore's

health care plan?
A smart set of
incremental
changes.

Too little, too late.

A prescription for
disaster.

'
{ MSNBCINTERACTIVE
Vote to see results

IT IS ONE of Gore’s costliest campaign proposals
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every
child in the United States health insurance.

But what it doesn’t do is propose an overhaul of
the nation’s health care system — a plan that backfired
on Bill Clinton in 1993.

“If you elect me president,” Gore said, “I will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our
country has full access to fully affordable health
coverage.”

Gore’s key proposals:

m Let more people participate in a government
program that offers low-income families insurance for
their children.

u If people earn too much money to qualify, but still
need insurance, they can buy in.

m Parents in low-income families would become
eligible for insurance too.

= Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an
individual policy or buy into a government program
would get a tax break.

m Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early,
at age 55, if they have no other insurance.

Health care experts call the plan a practical one.

“It builds on programs that already exist and
seems to work well and I think it is practically feasible
to get this enacted,” said Ron Pollack, of Families
USA.

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will
propose something approaching universal coverage,
and Republicans and health industry advocates, who
fear that imposing too many mandates on private
health care firms will drive up costs.

Gore won’t name the cost, but he says he can pay
for it.

“Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced
budget,” Gore said.

But with experts

http://www.msnbc.com/news/308899.asp 9/8/99




Candidate Profiles estimating a cost for

the program of
€D msNBC interactive  between $30 billion
* Comprehensive interactive  and $50 billion over

profiles of all the five years, many are

announced presidential .

candidates eager to see just how
he’ll make it all add
up.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Gore unveils health care
proposal for reaching the
uninsured

September 7, 1999
Web posted at: 4:16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT)

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured
Americans into the health care system, including

a plan to give every child in the nation access to
affordable health care by 2005.

To bring more children into the ranks of the
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the
Children's Health Insurance Program, which
helps states provide coverage to children in
working families. States can use the federal CHIP
money to cover children in families that earn up
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected,
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250
percent.

“That is a
commitment
that I'll keep,"

he said.

Gore would
also allow
families that do
not qualify for

the program, é
and do not .
receive health 3
benefits Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday
through their ©°" the country’s health care system

jobs, to buy into the program. He would give
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he
believes are not fully utilized.
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W.
Bush, the Republican presidential front-runner,
when he noted that many Texas children don't
have health insurance even though they are
eligible for health insurance via CHIP.

"In some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he
said.

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65,
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed
allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25
percent tax credit to help defray the cost.
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at
65.

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach
to changing managed care adopted by President
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the
system failed to win congressional approval in
1994.

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the
system in one fell swoop," Gore said.
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
with American health care."

Gore's plan also would:

* Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace.

* Encourage small businesses to band together to
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms.

» Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of
rights, similar to legislation that Congress will
consider when it returns this month from recess.
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether
he favors allowing patients to sue their health
maintenance organizations and collect damages
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted
Democratic legislation this year that would do so.
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Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that
doctors can tell patients all their medical options
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't
have to change doctors in the middle of
treatment.

"They don't have a license to practice medicine
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore
said of HMO's.

He suggested that it also would require managed
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered
from depression.

"I want to make sure that a patient with
depression is given access to care on terms no
different from a patient who has diabetes," he
said. "And I will begin by improving mental
health services for those who receive Medicaid."

Gore promised to establish new public-private
partnerships to expand access to prevention and
wellness programs and to promote such
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what
the government's role would be, however, nor did
he say how he would finance the new initiatives.

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley,
who has said he will propose something
approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans, who fear that imposing t00 many
mandates on private health care firms will drive
up costs.

"Others will argue against reforming our health
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by-
step. Some of them will tell you that the only
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution,"
Gore said, in an apparent reference to Bradley.

The Associated Press contributed "
to this report.

http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/stories/1999/09/07/president.2000/gore.healthcare/ 9/8/99
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms

By Scott Lindlaw
Associated Press Writer
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT

LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday
to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by
2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care
system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional
approval in 1994.

“We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell
swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. “Experience has taught us
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
with American health care."

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov.
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. “"In some
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still
out in the cold," Gore said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said
he will propose something approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs.

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily
from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by
Republicans.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WAP0/19990907/V000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99



“"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move
toward the day when every American has access to affordable,
quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris
Lehane said that would come "'in the near future," but that he did not
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.

"'We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be
“stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be,"
Bradley said.

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage,
and the number has grown by about 1 million a year this decade.
Some 11 million children are uninsured.

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level.
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent.

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250
percent or higher; according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at
the National Conference of State Legislatures.

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program,
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid.

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully
utilized.

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into
such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million
children and adults covered, Lehane said.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WAPO/19990907/V000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for
Medicare at 65.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing *"vulnerable Americans" to
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent
tax credit to help defray the cost.

Gore also would:

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and
is awaiting consideration in the House.

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the
firms. Republicans favor such an approach.

--Press for a "'real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so.

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's
initiatives “*a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the
uninsured."

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, “especially since it
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage
for the uninsured."

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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Gore Health Care Glance

By The Associated Press
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT

Poclrer Siles Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday
Newswock com in Los Angeles:
Britauuica Internet uide

(CICEIRE £ B --Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance
CLNASIIN 1, (05 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
MRS to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty

line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with
incomes above $41,000 to “"buy into" federally subsidized health care
coverage.

--States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage.

--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent
parsieewll  refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack

: on a access to employer-based coverage.
- Journcy to

PR --People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when

they return to the workplace.

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit.

--Would expand Medicaid coverage of mental health care.

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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The Los Angeles Times
Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children
By CATHLEEN DECKER, Times Political Writer

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton

since the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice

President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure every child in
America and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their
parents, all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005.

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal-state
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a family of four. That
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000
for a family of four.

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in
1997--uses federal and state money to help insure children. Members
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child
in 10 does not have health insurance.

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents.

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan

He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would
enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect
expanding access to one of the fastest-growing segments of the
uninsured population.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality
coverage."

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a
program that could easily reach into the multibillion-dollar range.
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later.



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget,"
Lehane said.

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance
costs. The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions.

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to
Gore's proposals, although most lauded him for tackling what many
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or
employer health plans.

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94
health care reform plan.

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said
that while helpful, Gore's program would not solve the problems of
most uninsured Americans.

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal--and would have
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been
eligible, Brown said.

“It sounds like a number of interesting and useful small pieces

which will help states expand [coverage] if they want to," Brown said.
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured
population out in the cold."

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify
for assistance programs but cannot afford premiums for private
insurance. While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people
cannot come up with the up-front money.

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday




is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's
Health Insurance Program.

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care
analysts. California, where access to health care has recently been
broadened, would feel less impact than most.

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the
poverty level--Gore's proposal--by next month. The children's program
here goes under the name of Healthy Families.

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details

In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the
presidential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about
the plight of the uninsured but left specifics for later.

His Democratic primary opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health care.
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear
“that the vice president and I have a different approach to the
fundamental health care issues facing America."

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate,
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace."

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his
own health care plan.

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94.

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs.

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort,
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore clearly alluded to the
fiasco.

“This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying
to what he was comparing his effort. Later, he said rather pointedly



that the country needs "visionary but practical change."

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of

HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles, whose three children are now
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein
in HMOs.

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common
complaint that HMOs too strenuously limit hospital stays.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line,"
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they
have no right to play God."

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron
Brownstein contributed to this story.

Copyright Los Angeles Times
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Gore details health-care plan
By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income
adults and retirees. Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994

"Experience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing
what is wrong with American health care," Gore said.

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care
system, to make our families healthier and more hopeful for the new century
ahead."

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program,
which backs state programs for low-income families, including California's
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured.

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent — the
equivalent of $41,000 made annually by a family of four.

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put forth a specific health-care
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul
the country's educational system.

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where
legislators have budgeted an expansion of Healthy.Families to the 250 percent
level for the fiscal year.

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that earn too much to
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves.

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families.

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed.

"This is a pretty revolutionary proposal because it would be extending Medicare



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel, director of critical care medicine at
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech.

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern
California and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based
insurance, not replace it.

"Employers are smart. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side
effects.”

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that
state "one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold."

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to
buy into Medicare; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care
insurance when they return to work.

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in
the fall.

"We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ
from the Democrats," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky.

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign termed Gore's proposal an
unnecessary big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-running
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott
McClellan.

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the
campaign," McClellan said.

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a
program's cost.

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds
good," the former U.S. senator said.

Bradley, who has espoused more universal health-care coverage than Gore




proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America."

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly
after noon to attend what staffers called a series of "private meetings." He also
attended a reception at a private home in the Los Angeles area and then
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood.

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to
Washington, D.C.
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HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR
CHILDREN

BYLINE: Associated Press.
DATELINE: LOS ANGELES

BODY:

Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that all children have
access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the
health-care system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, if he captures the
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system
failed to win congressional approval in 1994.

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there is a
way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong with American health
care."

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W.
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on
their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly was
aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "In some states, Texas
springs to mind, one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold," Gore
said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health-care firms would drive up costs

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily from




initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by Republicans.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every
American has access to affordable, quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax
increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's
Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore would use.

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in
families with incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block
grants to states.

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.
e —————— e ———————————
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HEADLINE: CAMPAIGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kids
BYLINE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau
SOURCE: Los Angeles

BODY:

Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable
coverage available to all Americans.

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, I will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access
to fully affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers.

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by former Sen.
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough
for children in poverty.

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is
growing rather than fading.

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the former senator
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks.

"Some . . . will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size-
fits-all solution," he said.

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging
package of reforms “carefully, realistically and step by step."

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest until every single

American has affordable health care "

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the




Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families.

Currently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in families that earn
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level.

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibility cap would be raised to 250
percent, or about $ 41,000.

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent.
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower the cap below 200 percent.

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group,
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance.

And Gore, promising to spur the states to greater efforts, took a dig at
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential
nomination, also without saying his name.

"In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-quarter of all children are
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable."

Gore would also allow families who currently do not qualify for CHIP and do
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program,
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents'
income.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help
defray the cost.

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55
and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65.

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say that any public
expenses should be "fiscally responsible."

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the
context of a balanced budget" and not in terms of a tax increase.

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address,
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed:

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights. He has promoted legislation that
would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when care has been
denied.



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace.

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies.

Improve privacy safeguards for patients.
Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses.

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance
organizations.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't
have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God."
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SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET)
September 7, 1999, Tuesday
HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S CHILDREN
ANCHORS: TOM BROKAW
REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
TOM BROKAW, anchor:

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far
as the president and the first lady. Claire:

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance.
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course,
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993.

Vice President AL GORE: 1 will ensure that by the year 2005, every single
child in our country has full access to fully affordable health care coverage.

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government
program which offers low-income families insurance for their children. If
people eamn too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in.
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And
anyone earning up to $ 100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a
government program would get a tax break. Gore also supports allowing people to
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age 55, if they have no other insurance.
Health care experts call it practical.

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA): It builds on programs that already exist and
seem to work well.

SHIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it.



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I have put
forward will be integrated into a balanced budget.

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30
and $ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it
all add up. Tom

BROKAW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al
Gore campaign

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school, are
their teachers really prepared to teach them?

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most American elementary and middle school teachers don't
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect.

BROKAW: SAVING OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the
teachers?

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does
food shopping online really work?
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SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AM ET)

September 7, 1999, Tuesday

LENGTH: 276 words

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEALTH INSURANCE
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD

ANCHORS: ANN CURRY

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
ANN CURRY, anchor:

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most
families in the US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's
Claire Shipman has details now.

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting;

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005.
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current
federal state partnership, called CHIP, which offers insurance to children whose
families earn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to
two and a half times the poverty level or $ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't
participate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents
of children who qualify for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid,
and that focusing on kids is smart.

Mr. ED HOWARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It really makes a difference.
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. They don't get care
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with
conditions like earaches that turn into infections.

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of
this will be cheap, say experts, at least $ 30 billion over five years. The vice
president says he can pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News,
Los Angeles.

LANGUAGE: English
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<=1> View Related Topics
SHOW: CBS THIS MORNING (7:00 AM ET)
September 7, 1999, Tuesday
TYPE: Newscast
LENGTH: 69 words

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO
UNVEIL NEW
HEALTH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY

ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS

BODY:
THALIA ASSURAS, co-host:

Vice President Al Gore reportedly plans to unveil anew health-care
proposal today. In an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's almost 11 million uninsured
children by the year 2005. Gore also picked up an endorsement from lowa
Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the lowa caucuses early next

year,
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Gore's proposal raises a question o

Gore P!edges equity and fairness: Why should the
A Health Plan E"'-m* e:éﬁ'ﬁﬁ“&
ForEvery Child s e s we'e

‘would pay for them. Chris Lehane. 2

A\ spokesman lor the Vice President,
By ROBERT PEAR said, *This will be done in the context
LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7 — Vice of a balanced budget, and we'll put

President Al proposed out & detailed budget proposal later,
guarantee m ) um but we have no price tag right now.”
health insurance for all children by _ fealth-care experts said the cost
2005, expanding on & program en. ©f Mr. Gore's proposals would al-
acted [wo years ago that he conceded 051 surely exceed §24 billion over
had had limited success so far. five years — the amount appropriat-

Hospil ed Congress and governors for not
pital of Los Angeles, In Holly-
wood, he said, “If you elect me Presi. J°\8 More 10 Increase heaith insur-

d flexibility tn
how the money could be used. Mr,, |3 been growing by about a million

“'“"m“ '..'""'m""‘“" e s “eme of e fow secl -
e - u,mﬂmhﬂuuWMr

i
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i
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Aldes to Mr. Gore said his propos-  Mr. Gore repeated Administrath
als, taken together, could provide proposals to define the rights of pa-
coverage for 11 million to 15 million tients in health maintenance organi-
Americans, most of them children. zations, to establish new prescription
The number of people without health drug benefits under Medicare and 1o
Insurance has been climbing In the provide a modest tax credit for the
last decade and now exceeds 43 mil- cost of nursing home care. But the
: focus of his speech was on uninsured

The goal of offering affordable children, and Mr. Gore offered these
Raakt: 4 w all children, ideas 10 deal with the problem:
though ambitious, is modest by com-  9The Federal Government should
parison with Mr. Clinton's original Impose financial penalties on states
plan to guarantee health Insurance that do not meet Federal targets for
for all Amaricans. enrolling youngsters in Medicaid and

§

B

cmmmmmm, twice the paverty level. For
1o increase coverage of adults, too. of four, the poverty level this year is
He proposed a new tax credit 1o $16.700.

i

e e e @le New York Times
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Following are excerpts from an address on
health care yesterday by Vice President Al Gore at
the Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, as recorded
by The New York Times:

For more than 30 years we have been engaged In
a battle to provide the kind of health care & great
nation gwes its people Now alter that long century of
effort, conflict and concern, It Is time 10 move past
theoretical and philosophical divisions beyond a ster-
lle debate about labels and abstractions to ask what
we can do mow (o take concrete, specific, realistic
steps 0 improve health coverage for all of the
American people.

Today I'm proposing and with your help as
President, | will fight for a series of steps to do just

Excerpts From Gore’s Speech on Care

Some will argue that greater access to health
care is a luxury we can't afford even as they covet
our record surplus for the special interests and
propose o blow it on a risky tax scheme that would
drive us right back into spiraling Federal deficits.
For more than two decades | have seen the struggle

the Family Leave Bill 1 co-sponsored in the Senate
We've had to fight them all and we're not about to

family. Our Is strong, indeed we are in the
This is a fund lly diff approach. We  midst -of the longest of prosperity in our
have all learned that we cannot overhaul the sy Ime history. But we know that prosperity
in one fell swoop, Experfence has taught us that there  will not meet the challenges that we {ace in American
is a way to keep what is right while what s bealth care. And as Harry Truman reminded us when
wrong with American health care. he began this fight 50 years ago, in a time of prosperi-
The focus of my is health care for  ty, we can afford many Ui-health which
working families. It will put doctors and patients in  can be prevented or cured Is one thing we cannot
m.umu-d“ﬂmm afford.
steps that ['m proposing here today guarantee We must use our prosperity now io bring new
access 1o affordable health coverage for every child  change to our health-care system, to make our fam-
in America and will provide health-care options for  LUies healthier and more hopeful for the new century
millions more adults. But let me be clear. We cannot  ahead. That's the kind of change that works

clal poverty level
Health-care experts sald Mr.
Gore’s proposals would help

clearly
some working families, but might
divert states from the task of finding
and enrolling children who are al-
ready eligible for health benefits.
Mr. Gore would give states a bonus

for enroiling children in a program
that already offers states a generous
financial incentive to do just that. In

Insurance

share the costs, but the Federal Gov.
ernment pays & larger share of the
€osts in the new

Some ol Mr. Gore's proposals are

it, and officials In some states im-

Ehe New Pork Times
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Gore Outlines
Proposals on
Health Care

Guaranteed Coverage
For Children Is Pledged

BJ’ICICI CowwoLry
and Aur GoLDSTEIN

* In a major speech that laid out his visioa of how
10 shape the nation’s health care system, Gore also
said that, if elected president, he would help par-

in—Medicaid and
Children's Health Insurance Program. And
posed a system of 25 percent tax breaks to make
insurance moee affordable to small busi and
people who need to buy it oa their own.

. "We must and we can move toward access to al-
fordable, quality health care for every American
" Gove said at Children's Hospital of Los
Angeles in the latest in a series of speeches aimed
at burnishing a reputation for substantive policy

proposals.

" While he offered several new ideas, large parts
of Gore's plan amount to a continuation of Presi-
dent Clinton’s proposals, including initiatives to
help disabled people keep their coverage if they re-
turn to work and to give tax breaks to Americans

i

“We have all learned

advocates reacted favorably to the proposal. *In a
period of incrementalism, this is a big deal and
;"am-tgfm qu

a care Eroup.
The ideas he described yesterday put Gore
squarely in the middle of the leading presidential
contenders. Bill Bradley, the only other
in the race, says he will soon release a
and—almost certainly—more

:
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In a no-nonsense

aides said simply that all of Gore"

ises would be paid for within

s
the context of a bal-

Connolly reported from Los Angeles, Coldstein
Jfrom Washington

@he Washington Post
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Gore Places His Emphasts on Children
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative

By Jeanye CuMMiNgs
Sralf Reporter of Tuk Wali, STREET Jounmal
WASHINGTO!

proposed tax credits for families and work-

part of his new health-care initiative.
Unvelling the plan at Children’s Hospi-
tal in Los Angeles yesterday, Mr. Gore
vowed to take a
“lundamentally dif-
ferent approach” to
health-care reform

mately, he said, his goal as president would
be to ensure that every child in the U.S. has
access to quality health care by 2005.
Among his key proposals are:
« An expansion of the Children's Health
Insurance Program, a federally funded
state health-insurance program that pro-

Officials Kept
Russian Probe
From Gore

By Bos Davis

Sraff Reporier of Tue Warl STaesT Jounnal

ASHINGTON - Treasury, State De-
partment and White House officlals
learned this spring of allegations of a mas-
sive Russian money-laundering operation
involving Bank of New York Co., but didn't
pass the information to the vice president
or president.

Vice President Al Gore, In particular,
has been criticized by Republican presi-
dential candidates for being “out of the
loop” on the money-laundering probe, de-
spite his position as chalrman of & bina-
tional commission that oversees many as-
pects of U.S.-Russia relations. “If there
was a loop of people, that loop was formed
on the day we received a briefing™ late last
month, said a Gore aide. "'t didn't exist be-
fore then.”

But senior administration officials yes-
terday detailed, for the first time, a series
of contacts by which federal officlals
learned of the money-laundering probe by
U.S. Investigators.

Treasury officials learned of the exis-

Please Turn to Page A6, Column |

vides coverage to children from fower-in
come [amilies. Under the Gore plan, the
program would be adjusted to apply to fam
llies earning as much as 250% ol the
poverty rate, or about $41,000 for a family
of four. About one million children would
{all into the new category of coverage. The
plan would also permit low-income parents
10 buy into the program. In addition, fami-
lies that earn more than 250% of the
poverty rate but don't have private health
insurance would be allowed to buy into the

program.

* A provision that would grant financial
bonuses to states that meet child health-
care enrollment largels and reductions in
CHIP [unding for those that [ail 10 show

Federal studies have shown thal

® A new tax credit that would cover 25%
of the premium costs for a variety of people
who aren't currently covered by Insurance.
For example, the credit could be used by
people aged 55 to 65 1o buy into Medicare,
by small businesses to offer employees in-
surance coverage, or by families who &re
looking to buy private insurance.

Conlinued From Page A3

tenice of the investigation in April from reg-
ulators at the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York. Treasury officlals were told
there wasn't any evidence that U.S. or In-
termational Monetary TESOUrCES Were
{nvolved in the money laundering, a senlor
administration official said.

The Treasury Department then relayed
the information up the chain of command
1o then-Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin.

he doesn't remember being told of the mat-
ter. But the Information wasn't passed (o
senior White House officials because It was
considered to be the province of the Justice
Department, the adfinistration official
sald.

At the time, the Treasury was consider-
ing what conditions the IMF should Insist
upon to protect any future loans to Russia
agalnst theft or misuse. Treasury officlals
‘eventually a plan in which any
IMF loans would go to pay off Russia's ex-
Isting debi to the fund and wouldn't pass
through Mascow. The Clintoa official said
that learning about the money-laundering
probe didn't affect the safeguards that
were sought.

Separately, in March 1999, State De-
partment officials learned from a [foreign
government that Bank of New York was be-
ing investigated. State Department offi-
clals then alerted thelr colleagues who
work on crime and corruption Issues at the
White House's National Security Council.

and Federal Bureau of Investigation on the
allegations, two senior administration offi-
clals said. Neither the Justice Department
nor the FBI would confirm the existence of
the probe at that time, the officlals sald.
Afterward, the Clinton officlals said,
State Department and NSC officials would
“remind” the Justice Depariment and FBI

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
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of their interest. But investigators didn't
tell the State Department or NSC about the
probes or whether foreign-policy Issues
were Involved. As a resull, said a senlor
Clinton administration official, the allega-
tions maney

galovsky,
of New York Investigations.
President Clinton plans to raise the

being driven by U.S. domestic politics, sald
1 U.S. officlal, and emphasize U.S. con-
cerns that international loans and aid not
be sbused. Investigators are looking at
whether IMF loans were improperly di-

“The president has always been con-
cerned with Issues of crime and corruption
in Russia, and has raised that in his meet-
ings with Russian officials,” said White
House spokesman Joe Lockhart.




WASHINGTON

Politicians greet students
with education proposals

mmqu1m

competition In the schools I & good thing,” Chabot said.

CHINA ISSUE: House International Relations Commitice
Benjamin

gulity in o

of Vice President Gore, Nﬁgm ﬁ&ué:hmﬂﬂh e
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years in prison 8t Nov: 19. He also admitied hack-
g pve] sites, and advising oth

rs on how (o penetrate the White House Web site.

CORRECTIOMN: An item Tuesday should have sald the Con-
stituion Party, fomerty he U1S. Taxpayers Party nomirat
ed founder Howard Phillips to be president and

columnist Joseph Sobran o be vice president.

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports

Gore shares plan
to expand access
to health care

By Laurence McQuillan
USA TODAY

Vice President Gore un-
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H
tax credit for the cost of

panies for insurance.
Republican l::& John
Boehner of Ohio Gore's
plan falled to address a key
reason many small firms do
nol offer health coverage:
fear they will be subject to
frivolous lawsuits.

USA TODAY - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1299
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NBC's Claire Shipman
reports on Gore's health
insurance proposal.

Vice President Al Gore unveils his plan to improve health care coverage

for Americans during a campaign speech at Children’s Hospital of Los
Angeles on Tuesday.

By Claire Shipman
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7— Vice President Al Gore
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook on Tuesday, promising health

insurance for millions of Americans who don’t
have it.
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Claire Shipman
NBC CORRESPONDENT
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How would you

describe Gore's

health care plan?
A smart set of
incremental
changes.
Too little, too late.
A prescription for
disaster.

(HSNICINTEI&CTIVE
Vote to see results

IT IS ONE of Gore’s costliest campaign proposals
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every
child in the United States health insurance.

But what it doesn’t do is propose an overhaul of
the nation’s health care system — a plan that backfired
on Bill Clinton in 1993.

“If you elect me president,” Gore said, “I will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our
country has full access to fully affordable health
coverage.”

Gore’s key proposals:

m Let more people participate in a government
program that offers low-income families insurance for
their children.

m If people earn too much money to qualify, but still
need insurance, they can buy in.

u Parents in low-income families would become
eligible for insurance too.

= Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an
individual policy or buy into a government program
would get a tax break.

m Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early,
at age 55, if they have no other insurance.

Health care experts call the plan a practical one.

“It builds on programs that already exist and
seems to work well and I think it is practically feasible
to get this enacted,” said Ron Pollack, of Families
USA.

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will
propose something approaching universal coverage,
and Republicans and health industry advocates, who
fear that imposing too many mandates on private
health care firms will drive up costs.

Gore won’t name the cost, but he says he can pay
for it.

“Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced
budget,” Gore said.

But with experts

http://www.msnbc.com/news/308899.asp 9/8/99



Candidate Profiles estimating a cost for
the program of

€D msnBC interactive  between $30 billion

* Comprehensive interactive  and $50 billion over

profiles of all the
announced presidential five years, many are

candidates eager to see just how
he’ll make it all add
up.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Gore unveils health care
proposal for reaching the
uninsured

September 7, 1999
Web posted at: 4:16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT)

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured
Americans into the health care system, including

a plan to give every child in the nation access to
affordable health care by 2005.

To bring more children into the ranks of the
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the
Children's Health Insurance Program, which
helps states provide coverage to children in
working families. States can use the federal CHIP
money to cover children in families that earn up
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected,
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250
percent.

"That is a
commitment
that I'll keep,"
he said.

Gore would
also allow
families that do
not qualify for
the program,
and do not
receive health
benefits
through their
jobs, to buy into the program. He would give
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he
believes are not fully utilized.

Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday
on the country's health care system

TIME CQ
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W.
Bush, the Republican presidential front-runner,
when he noted that many Texas children don't
have health insurance even though they are
eligible for health insurance via CHIP.

“In some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he
said.

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65,
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed
allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25
percent tax credit to help defray the cost.
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at
65.

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach
to changing managed care adopted by President
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the
system failed to win congressional approval in
1994.

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the
system in one fell swoop," Gore said.
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
with American health care."

Gore's plan also would:

* Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace.

* Encourage small businesses to band together to
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms.

* Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of
rights, similar to legislation that Congress will
consider when it returns this month from recess.
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether
he favors allowing patients to sue their health
maintenance organizations and collect damages
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted
Democratic legislation this year that would do so.

Hampshire (9-7-99)
|8 Real: 28K | 80K,
Windows Media: 28K |
80K
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Candidates

Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that
doctors can tell patients all their medical options
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't
have to change doctors in the middle of
treatment.

"They don't have a license to practice medicine
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore
said of HMO's.

He suggested that it also would require managed
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered
from depression.

"] want to make sure that a patient with
depression is given access to care on terms no
different from a patient who has diabetes," he
said. "And I will begin by improving mental
health services for those who receive Medicaid."

Gore promised to establish new public-private
partnerships to expand access to prevention and
wellness programs and to promote such
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what
the government's role would be, however, nor did
he say how he would finance the new initiatives.

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley,
who has said he will propose something
approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans, who fear that imposing to0 many
mandates on private health care firms will drive
up costs.

"Others will argue against reforming our health
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by-
step. Some of them will tell you that the only
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution,"
Gore said, in an apparent reference to Bradley.

The Associated Press contributed -
to this report.

http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/stories/1999/09/07/president.2000/gore.healthcare/ 9/8/99
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms

By Scott Lindlaw
Associated Press Writer
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT

LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday
to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by
2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care
system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional
approval in 1994.

“*We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell
swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. "' Experience has taught us
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong

with American health care."

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov.
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "'In some
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still
out in the cold," Gore said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said
he will propose something approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs.

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily

from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by
Republicans.

9/8/99



""Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move
toward the day when every American has access to affordable,
quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris
Lehane said that would come "'in the near future," but that he did not
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be
““stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be,"
Bradley said.

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage,
and the number has grown by about 1 million a year this decade.
Some 11 million children are uninsured.

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level.
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent.

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250
percent or higher; according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at
the National Conference of State Legislatures.

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program,
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid.

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully
utilized.

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into
such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million
children and adults covered, Lehane said.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WAPO/19990907/V000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for
Medicare at 65.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing **vulnerable Americans" to
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent
tax credit to help defray the cost.

Gore also would:

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and
is awaiting consideration in the House.

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the
firms. Republicans favor such an approach.

--Press for a 'real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so.

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's
initiatives *'a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the
uninsured."

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, ““especially since it
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage
for the uninsured."

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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Gore Health Care Glance

By The Associated Press
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT

Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday
in Los Angeles:

--Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance
by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty
line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with
incomes above $41,000 to **buy into" federally subsidized health care
coverage.

--States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage.
--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent
refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack

access to employer-based coverage.

--People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when
they return to the workplace.

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit.

--Would expand Medicaid coverage of mental health care.

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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The Los Angeles Times
Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children
By CATHLEEN DECKER, Times Political Writer

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton
since the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice
President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure every child in

America and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their
parents, all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005.

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal-state
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a family of four. That
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000
for a family of four.

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in
1997--uses federal and state money to help insure children. Members
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child
in 10 does not have health insurance.

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents.

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan

He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would
enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect
expanding access to one of the fastest-growing segments of the
uninsured population.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality
coverage."

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a
program that could easily reach into the multibillion-dollar range.
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later.



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget,"
Lehane said.

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance
costs. The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions.

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to
Gore's proposals, although most lauded him for tackling what many
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or
employer health plans.

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94
health care reform plan.

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said
that while helpful, Gore's program would not solve the problems of
most uninsured Americans.

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal--and would have
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been
eligible, Brown said.

"It sounds like a number of interesting and usefil small pieces

which will help states expand [coverage] if they want to," Brown said.
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured
population out in the cold."

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify
for assistance programs but cannot afford premiums for private
insurance. While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people
cannot come up with the up-front money.

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday




is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's
Health Insurance Program.

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care
analysts. California, where access to health care has recently been
broadened, would feel less impact than most.

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the
poverty level--Gore's proposal--by next month. The children's program
here goes under the name of Healthy Families.

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details

In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the
presidential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about
the plight of the uninsured but left specifics for later.

His Democratic primary opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health care.
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear
"that the vice president and I have a different approach to the
fundamental health care issues facing America."

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate,
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace."

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his
own health care plan.

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94,

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs.

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort,
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore clearly alluded to the
fiasco.

“This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying
to what he was comparing his effort. Later, he said rather pointedly



that the country needs "visionary but practical change."

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of

HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles, whose three children are now
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein
in HMOs.

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common
complaint that HMOs too strenuously limit hospital stays.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line,"
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they
have no nght to play God."

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron
Brownstein contributed to this story.

Copyright Los Angeles Times
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Gore details health-care plan
By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income
adults and retirees. Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994,

"Experience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing
what is wrong with American health care," Gore said.

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care
system, to make our families healthier and more hopeful for the new century
ahead."

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program,
which backs state programs for low-income families, including California's
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured.

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent — the
equivalent of $41,000 made annually by a family of four.

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put forth a specific health-care
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul
the country's educational system.

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where
legislators have budgeted an expansion of Healthy.Families to the 250 percent
level for the fiscal year.

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that earn too much to
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves.

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families.

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed.

“This is a pretty revolutionary proposal because it would be extending Medicare



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel, director of critical care medicine at
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech.

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southemn
California and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based
insurance, not replace it.

"Employers are smart. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side
effects.”

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that
state "one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold.”

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to
buy into Medicare; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care
insurance when they return to work.

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in
the fall.

“We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ
from the Democrats," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky.

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign termed Gore's proposal an
unnecessary big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-running
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott
McClellan.

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the
campaign," McClellan said.

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a
program'’s cost.

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds
good," the former U.S. senator said.

Bradley, who has espoused more universal health-care coverage than Gore




proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America."

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly
after noon to attend what staffers called a series of "private meetings." He also
attended a reception at a private home in the Los Angeles area and then
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood.

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to
Washington, D.C.
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HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR
CHILDREN

BYLINE: Associated Press.
DATELINE: LOS ANGELES

BODY:

Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that all children have
access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the
health-care system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, if he captures the
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system
failed to win congressional approval in 1994.

"We have all leamed that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there 1s a
way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong with American health

carc.

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W.
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on
their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly was
aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. “In some states, Texas
springs to mind, one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold," Gore
said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health-care firms would drive up costs.

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily from




initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by Republicans.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every
American has access to affordable, quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax
increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's
Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore would use.

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in
families with incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block
grants to states.

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.
m
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HEADLINE: CAMPAIGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kids
BYLINE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau
SOURCE: Los Angeles

BODY:

Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable
coverage available to all Americans.

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, 1 will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access
to fully affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers.

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by former Sen.
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough
for children in poverty.

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is
growing rather than fading.

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the former senator
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks.

"Some . . . will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size-
fits-all solution," he said.

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging
package of reforms "carefully, realistically and step by step."

"We have all leamned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest until every single
American has affordable health care "

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the




Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families.

Currently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in families that earn
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level.

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibility cap would be raised to 250
percent, or about $ 41,000.

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent.
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower the cap below 200 percent.

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group,
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance.

And Gore, promising to spur the states to greater efforts, took a dig at
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential
nomination, also without saying his name.

"In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-quarter of all children are
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable."

Gore would also allow families who currently do not qualify for CHIP and do
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program,
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents'
income.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help
defray the cost.

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55
and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65.

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say that any public
expenses should be "fiscally responsible."

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the
context of a balanced budget" and not in terms of a tax increase.

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address,
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed:

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights. He has promoted legislation that

would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when care has been
denied.



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace.

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies.

Improve privacy safeguards for patients.
Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses.

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance
organizations.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't
have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God."
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SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET)
September 7, 1999, Tuesday
HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S CHILDREN
ANCHORS: TOM BROKAW
REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
TOM BROKAW, anchor:

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far
as the president and the first lady. Claire:

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance.
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course,
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993.

Vice President AL GORE: I will ensure that by the year 2005, every single
child in our country has full access to fully affordable health care coverage.

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government
program which offers low-income families insurance for their children. If
people eam too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in.
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And
anyone eamning up to $ 100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a
government program would get a tax break. Gore also supports allowing people to
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age S5, if they have no other insurance.
Health care experts call it practical.

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA). It builds on programs that already exist and
seem to work well.

SHIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it.



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I have put
forward will be integrated into a balanced budget.

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30
and $ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it
all add up. Tom'

BROKAW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al
Gore campaign.

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school, are
their teachers really prepared to teach them?

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most American elementary and middle school teachers don't
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect.

BROKAW: SAVING OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the
teachers?

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does
food shopping online really work?

-~




NBC News Transcripts

SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AMET)

September 7, 1999, Tuesday

LENGTH: 276 words

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEALTH INSURANCE
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD

ANCHORS: ANN CURRY

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN

BODY:
ANN CURRY, anchor:

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most
families in the US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's
Claire Shipman has details now.

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting:

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005.
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current
federal state partnership, called CHIP, which offers insurance to children whose
families eamn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to
two and a half times the poverty level or $ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't
participate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents
of children who qualify for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid,
and that focusing on kids is smart.

Mr. ED HOWARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It really makes a difference.
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. They don't get care
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with
conditions like earaches that turn into infections.

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of
this will be cheap, say experts, at least $ 30 billion over five years. The vice
president says he can pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News,
Los Angeles.

LANGUAGE: English
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Vice President Al Gore reportedly plans to unveil anew health-care
proposal today. In an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's almost 11 million uninsured
children by the year 2005. Gore also picked up an endorsement from lowa
Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the lowa caucuses early next
year.
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Gore to unveil health pian

- Speech to offer specifics as Bradley prepares challenge
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- Swamped workers switch to ‘unlisted’ e-mails
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would pay for them_ Chris Lehane, a

A\ spokesman for the Vice President,
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1o get coverage
Just not fair, and we have to change bargain compared with prices in the
i

expand the Children's Health Insur. Were more than two million . l
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Following are excerpts from an address on
health care yesterday by Vice President Al Gore at
the Children's Hospiual of Los Angeles, as recorded
by The New York Times:

For more than 30 years we have been engaged in
a battle to provide the kind of health care a great
natlon owes its people. Now after that long century of
effort, conflict and concern, it Is time to move past
theoretical and philosophical divisions beyond a ster-
ile debate about labels and abstractions to ask what
we can do now to take concrete, specific, realistic
steps to Improve health coverage for all of the
American

people.

Today I'm proposing and with your help as
President, | will fight for a series of steps to do just
that. We must and we can insure a set of rights so that
all Americans can have bealth coverage and actually
get the care they are — all Americans who have
bealth coverage, will get the care they are entitied to.
We must and we

g

Excerpts From Gore’s Speech on Care

Some will argue that greater access to health

stop now. Others will argue against reforming our
health-care system carefully, realistically and step
by step. Some of them will tell you that the only
scceptable answer is & one-size-lits-all solution But |
believe Americans know better. They know, you and |
know, we need visionary bul practical change,

We must use our prosperity now 1o bring new
change to our health-care system, 10 make our fam-
llies healthler and more hopeful for the new century
shead. That's the kind of change that works for
working families. And that's why I'm running for
President of the United States.

divert states from the task of finding

and enrolling children who are al-

ready eligible for health benefits.
Mr. Gore would give states a bonus

for enrolling children in a program
that

intended 1o restore health insurance
far tens of thousands of children who
lost coverage when their families

share the costs, but the Federal Gov-
ernment pays a larger share of the
costs in the new program.

Some of Mr. Gore's proposals are

were d from the welfare
rolls. In theory, most such children
were still eligible for Medicaid, but
their parents did not always realize
it, and officials In some states im-
property cut off health benefits along
with cash assistance.

Ehe New JJork Times
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Gore Outlines
Proposals on
Health Care

Guaranteed Coverage
For Children Is Pledged

B_rhC:m CownoLrr
and Auy GoLpsTEIN

t are uninsured.
‘Ina speech that Laid out his vision of how
: pation's health care system, Gore also
if elected president, he would help par-

In
o
said
ents and people over the age of 55 obtain

children who
in—Medicaid and the government's relatively new
Mu':lhn:lgnmhmnm&;;
paldlm pe:mmbmhm
insurance mose affordable to small businesses and
people who need to buy it o their own.

. "We must and we can move toward access to af-
family,” Gore said at Children's Hospital of Los
Angeles in the latest in 1 series of speeches aimed
at burnishing a reputation for substantive policy

currently without health insurance.

“We have all learned that we cannot overhaul
the system in one fell swoop,” Gore said, borrow-
ing a line used recently by first lady Hillary Rod-

Generally, liberal
advocates reacted favorably (o the proposal. “Ina
period of incrementalism, this is a big deal and
very practical,” said Ron Pollack, executive direc-
tor of Families blflﬂ.lhtdﬂtmlqump,
squarely in the middle of the leading presidential
contenders. Bill Bradley, the only other
will release

-3

the race,

all for
o X

RS

from the prepared text i aullu‘i':‘llzdgﬁm

Ter, Gore methodically made his case for “vision-
ary but practical change.” The vice president gave
no clue a3 to how much his plan would cost, and
aides said simply that all of Gore's campaign prom-
ises would be paid for within the coatext of a

anced

As he has done with issues such as education,
Gore is attempting to expand on the health care
foundation laid by Clinton without radically de-

£

parting from it. He reiterated his support for a “pa-
tients' bill of rights® that the administration wants
Congress to to protect people in managed

&he Washington Post
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Gore Places His Emphasis on Children
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative

By Jeanxe Cummives
Stull Reparter of TE Wall STREET JounMaL
WASHINGTON= President

Unveiling the plan at Children's Hospi-

tal in Los Angeles yesterday, Mr. Gore
vowed to take a
“fundamentally dif-

baél
|
i

mately, be said, his goal a5 president would
be o ensure that every child In the U.S. has
acress to quality health care by 205,
Among his key
i b s s
Insurance Program, a federally lunded
state health-insurance program that pro-

Officials Kept
Russian Probe
From Gore

By Bos Davis

Sraff Reporier of THE Wall STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON-Treasury, State De-
partment and White House officlals
learned this spring of allegations of a mas:
sive Russian money-laundering operation
Involving Bank of New York Co., but didn*t
pass the information to the vice president

Republican
dtnl.lﬁamimﬂumrbdu“munlm
loap™ on the money-laundering probe,
spmhlspuiumnmllmnuflum

was a loop of people, that loop was formed
on the day we received a briefing” late last
month, said a Gore aide. "It didn't exist be-
fore then."”

But senlor administration officials yes-
terday detailed, for the first time, a series
of contacts by which federal officials

officials learned of the exis-

Please Turn to Poge A16, Column 1

de |

vides coverage o children from lower-in
come [amilies. Under the Gore plan, (he
program would be adjusted to apply to fam-
llies earning as much as 250% ol the
poverty rate, or about $41,000 for a family
of four. About one million children would
fall Into the new category of coverage. The
plan would also permit low-income parents
1o buy into the program. In addition, fami-
lies that earn more than 250% of the
poverty rate but don't have private health
Insurance would be allowed to buy Into the

A provision that would grant financial
-
bonuses (o states that meet child health-
care enroliment targets and reductions in
CHIP funding for those that (ail to show
progress. Federal studies have shown thal
millions .of children eligible for govern-
ment-assisted health care are not enrolled
in the programs. Mr. Clinton recently un-
velled a serfes of initiatives aimed at in-
creasing
patching
state programs to sending letlers lo
school principals. Mr. Gore would Lake
those efforts a step further by ihcluding fi-
nanclal incentives.

® A new tax credit that would cover 25%
of the premium costs for a variety of people
who aren't currently covered by insurance.
For example, the credit could be used by
peaple aged 55 10 65 (o buy into Medicare,
offer employees in-

Continwed From Page A3
tetlce of the investigation in April from reg-
ulators at the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York. Treasury officlals were told
there wasn't any evidence that U.S. or In-

the probe at that time, the officlals said.
Alterward, the Clinton officlals said,

State Department and NSC officials would

“remind” the Justice Department and FBI

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1999

of their interest. But Investigators didn't
tell the State Department or NSC about the

vice president’s office.

Administration officlals make a distinc-
tion between the information provided by
Fed olficials or overseas contacts, and the
Justice Department's formal money-laun-

1o assure the Russians thal the probe isn’t
beludﬂunwtl.s domestic politics, sald
a US. official, and U.S. con-
cerns that international loans and aid not
be abused. Investigators are looking at

“The president has always been con
cerned with Issues of crime and corruption
in Russia, and has raised that in his meet-
ings with Russlan officlals,”" sald White
House spokesman Joe Lockhart.




WASHINGTON

By . Whnon, Fanters

Back to schoot President Clinton takes questions from first-
graders at Brooke Grove Bementary School in Otey, Md.

Politicians greet students
with education proposals

Democrats visited public schools Tues-
day o highlight their programs as students re-
turned after summer

President Clinton told and ot Brooke

mmmb%m"m
competition In the schools is a good thing.” Chabot sald.

CHINA ISSUE: House International Reiations Commitiee

Chairman

ton {0 press the Chinese
force against Taiwan. Qlinfon meets this week with Chinese
President Jiang Zemin af the Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration Gilman said is concerned about

mmsamende‘gtm
only one China and the issue &s to be solved peacefully.
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and firing her when she lold him (o
stop. Baucus denled sexually harass-
Ing Niedermeier, and sald she made
the socusations after be told her he
was letting her go because of staff
complaints about her management
style. She has pot filed a formal com-
plaint. The case was first reporied by

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reporis

Gore shares plan
to expand access
to health care

He sald companies gel a
tax credit for the cost of
health insurance, “but not in-
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MSN.com NBC's Claire Shipman

reports on Gore's health
insurance proposal.

Vice President Al Gore unveils his plan to improve health care coverage

for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los
Angeles on Tuesday.

By Claire Shipman
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7— Vice President Al Gore
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign
handbook on Tuesday, promising health

insurance for millions of Americans who don’t
have it.
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How would you

describe Gore's

health care plan?
A smart set of
incremental
changes.
Too little, too late.
A prescription for
disaster.
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IT IS ONE of Gore’s costliest campaign proposals
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every
child in the United States health insurance.

But what it doesn’t do is propose an overhaul of
the nation’s health care system — a plan that backfired
on Bill Clinton in 1993.

“If you elect me president,” Gore said, “T will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our
country has full access to fully affordable health
coverage.”

Gore’s key proposals:

m Let more people participate in a government
program that offers low-income families insurance for
their children.

u If people earn too much money to qualify, but still
need insurance, they can buy in.

m Parents in low-income families would become
eligible for insurance too.

= Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an
individual policy or buy into a government program
would get a tax break.

m Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early,
at age 55, if they have no other insurance.

Health care experts call the plan a practical one.

“It builds on programs that already exist and
seems to work well and [ think it is practically feasible
to get this enacted,” said Ron Pollack, of Families
USA.

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will
propose something approaching universal coverage,
and Republicans and health industry advocates, who
fear that imposing too many mandates on private
health care firms will drive up costs.

Gore won’t name the cost, but he says he can pay
for it.

“Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that |
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced
budget,” Gore said.

But with experts

http://www.msnbc.com/news/308899.asp 9/8/99



Candidate Profiles estimating a cost for
the program of

€ wsNBC Interactive  between $30 billion

¢ Comprehensive interactive  and $50 billion over

profiles of all the five years, many are

announced presidential :
candidates eager to see just how

he’ll make it all add
up.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Gore unveils health care
proposal for reaching the
uninsured

September 7, 1999
Web posted at: 4:16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT)

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured
Americans into the health care system, including
a plan to give every child in the nation access to
affordable health care by 2005.

To bring more children into the ranks of the
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the
Children's Health Insurance Program, which
helps states provide coverage to children in
working families. States can use the federal CHIP
money to cover children in families that earn up
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected,
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250
percent.

"That is a
commitment
that I'll keep,"
he said.

Gore would
also allow
families that do |§
not qualify for
the program,
and do not
receive health
benefits
through their
jobs, to buy into the program. He would give
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he
believes are not fully utilized.

Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday
on the country's health care system

TIME CQ
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W.
Bush, the Republican presidential front-runner,
when he noted that many Texas children don't
have health insurance even though they are
eligible for health insurance via CHIP.

"In some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he
said.

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65,
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed
allowing “vulnerable Americans" to buy into the
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25
percent tax credit to help defray the cost.
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at
65.

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach
to changing managed care adopted by President
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the
system failed to win congressional approval in
1994.

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the
system in one fell swoop," Gore said.
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
with American health care."

Gore's plan also would:

* Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace.

* Encourage small businesses to band together to
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms.

* Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of
rights, similar to legislation that Congress will
consider when it returns this month from recess.
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether
he favors allowing patients to sue their health
maintenance organizations and collect damages
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted
Democratic legislation this year that would do so.

Hampshire (9-7-99)
I8 Real: 28K | BOK,
Windows Media: 28K |

80K
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Candidates

Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that
doctors can tell patients all their medical options
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't
have to change doctors in the middle of
treatment.

"They don't have a license to practice medicine
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore
said of HMO's.

He suggested that it also would require managed
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered
from depression.

"I want to make sure that a patient with
depression is given access to care on terms no
different from a patient who has diabetes," he
said. "And I will begin by improving mental
health services for those who receive Medicaid."

Gore promised to establish new public-private
partnerships to expand access to prevention and
wellness programs and to promote such
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what
the government's role would be, however, nor did
he say how he would finance the new initiatives.

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley,
who has said he will propose something
approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans, who fear that imposing too many
mandates on private health care firms will drive
up costs.

"Others will argue against reforming our health
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by-
step. Some of them will tell you that the only
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution,"
Gore said, in an apparent reference to Bradley.

The Associated Press contributed -
to this report.

http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/stories/1999/09/07/president.2000/gore.healthcare/ 9/8/99
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms

By Scott Lindlaw
Associated Press Writer
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT

LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday
to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by
2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care
system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional
approval in 1994.

“*We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell
swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. **Experience has taught us
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong
with American health care."

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov.
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. “*In some
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still
out in the cold," Gore said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said
he will propose something approaching universal coverage, and
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs.

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily
from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by
Republicans.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-stv/WAPO/19990907/V000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99



“"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move
toward the day when every American has access to affordable,
quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris
Lehane said that would come “'in the near future,” but that he did not
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.

"*We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be
“*stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be,"
Bradley said.

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage,
and the number has grown by about 1 million a year this decade.
Some 11 million children are uninsured.

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level.
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent.

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250
percent or higher; according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at
the National Conference of State Legislatures.

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program,
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid.

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully
utilized.

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into
such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million
children and adults covered, Lehane said.

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/WAPO/19990907/V000595-090799-idx. html 9/8/99
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for
Medicare at 65.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing **vulnerable Americans" to
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent
tax credit to help defray the cost.

Gore also would:

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and
is awaiting consideration in the House.

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the
firms. Republicans favor such an approach.

--Press for a “"real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so.

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's

initiatives "*a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the
uninsured."

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, *“especially since it
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage
for the uninsured."

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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Gore Health Care Glance
By The Associated Press

Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT

Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday
in Los Angeles:

--Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance
by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty
line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with
incomes above $41,000 to “buy into" federally subsidized health care
coverage.

--States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage.
--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent
refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack

access to employer-based coverage.

--People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when
they return to the workplace.

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit.

--Would expand Medicaid coverage of mental health care.
© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press
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The Los Angeles Times
Wednesday, September 8, 1999

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children
By CATHLEEN DECKER, Times Political Writer

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton

since the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice

President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure every child in
America and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their
parents, all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005.

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal-state
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a family of four. That
amount 1s 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000
for a family of four.

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in
1997--uses federal and state money to help insure children. Members
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child
in 10 does not have health insurance.

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents.

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan

He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would
enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect
expanding access to one of the fastest-growing segments of the
uninsured population.

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality
coverage."

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a
program that could easily reach into the multibillion-dollar range.
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later.



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget,"
Lehane said.

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance
costs. The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions.

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to
Gore's proposals, although most lauded him for tackling what many
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or
employer health plans.

“The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94
health care reform plan.

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said
that while helpful, Gore's program would not solve the problems of
most uninsured Americans.

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal--and would have
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been
eligible, Brown said.

"It sounds like a number of interesting and useful small pieces

which will help states expand [coverage] if they want to," Brown said.
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured
population out in the cold."

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify
for assistance programs but cannot afford premiums for private
insurance. While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people
cannot come up with the up-front money.

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday




is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's
Health Insurance Program.

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care
analysts. California, where access to health care has recently been
broadened, would feel less impact than most.

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the
poverty level--Gore's proposal--by next month. The children's program
here goes under the name of Healthy Families.

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details

In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the
presidential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about
the plight of the uninsured but left specifics for later.

His Democratic primary opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health care.
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear
"that the vice president and I have a different approach to the
fundamental health care issues facing America."

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate,
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace."

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his
own health care plan.

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94.

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs.

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort,
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore clearly alluded to the
fiasco.

"This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying
to what he was comparing his effort. Later, he said rather pointedly



that the country needs "visionary but practical change "

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of

HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles, whose three children are now
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein
in HMOs.

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common
complaint that HMOs too strenuously limit hospital stays.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line,"
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they
have no right to play God "

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron
Brownstein contributed to this story.

Copyright Los Angeles Times
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The Los Angeles Daily

Gore details health-care plan
By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income
adults and retirees. Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994.

“Experience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing
what is wrong with American health care," Gore said.

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care

system, to make our families healthier and more hopeful for the new century
ahead."

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program,
which backs state programs for low-income families, including California's
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured.

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent — the
equivalent of $41,000 made annually by a family of four.

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put forth a specific health-care
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul
the country's educational system.

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where
legislators have budgeted an”expansion of Healthy.Families to the 250 percent
level for the fiscal year.

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that eamn too much to
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves.

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families.

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed.

"This is a pretty revolutionary proposal because it would be extending Medicare



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel, director of critical care medicine at
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech.

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern
California and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based
insurance, not replace it.

"Employers are smart. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side
effects.”

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that
state "one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold.”

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to
buy into Medicare; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care
insurance when they return to work.

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in
the fall.

"We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ
from the Democrats," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky.

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign termed Gore's proposal an
unnecessary big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-running
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott
McClellan.

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the
campaign," McClellan said.

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a
program's cost.

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds
good," the former U S. senator said.

Bradley, who has espoused more universal health-care coverage than Gore




proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America."

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly
after noon to attend what staffers called a series of "private meetings." He also
attended a reception at a private home in the Los Angeles area and then
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood.

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to
Washington, D.C.
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HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR
CHILDREN

BYLINE: Associated Press.
DATELINE: LOS ANGELES

BODY:

Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that all children have
access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the
health-care system.

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, if he captures the
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system
failed to win congressional approval in 1994.

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there is a
way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong with American health
care."

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W.
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on
their agendas.

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly was
aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "In some states, Texas
springs to mind, one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold," Gore
said.

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than that
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing
too many mandates on private health-care firms would drive up costs.

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily from




initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by Republicans.

“Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every
American has access to affordable, quality coverage."

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax
increase would be needed to finance them.

About $4 .3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's
Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore would use.

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in
families with incomes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block
grants to states.

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income.
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HEADLINE: CAMPAIGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kids

BYLINE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau
SOURCE: Los Angeles

BODY:
Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable
coverage available to all Americans.

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, I will
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access
to fully affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers.

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by former Sen.
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough
for children in poverty.

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign 1s
growing rather than fading.

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the former senator
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks.

"Some . . . will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size-
fits-all solution," he said.

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging
package of reforms "carefully, realistically and step by step."

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop,"
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest unul every single
American has affordable health care "

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the




Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families.

Currently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in families that earn
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level.

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibility cap would be raised to 250
percent, or about $ 41,000.

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent.
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower the cap below 200 percent.

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group,
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance.

And Gore, promising to spur the states to greater efforts, took a dig at
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential
nomination, also without saying his name.

“In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-quarter of all children are
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable."

Gore would also allow families who currently do not qualify for CHIP and do
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program,
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents'
income.

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help
defray the cost.

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55
and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65.

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say that any public
expenses should be "fiscally responsible."

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the
context of a balanced budget" and not in terms of a tax increase.

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address,
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed:

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights. He has promoted legislation that
would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when care has been
denied.



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they
retumed to the workplace.

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies.

Improve privacy safeguards for patients.
Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses.

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance
organizations.

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't
have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God."
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Ad Watch

By Howard Kurtz
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, November 11, 1999; Page Al3

Another in a series evaluating the accuracy of political advertising.
Candidate: Vice President Gore

Markets: lowa and New Hampshire

Time: 30 seconds

Producer: Century Media

Audio: I think it's just unconscionable at a time when we have the
strongest economy in history, we're the wealthiest nation on Earth, to
have millions and millions of children who have no health care
coverage at all. We ought to change that. And we ought to start by
making a commitment to have affordable, high-quality health care for
every child in America before the end of the next president's term.
And we can do that within a balanced budget. Then we can go down
the road toward coverage for every single American.

Analysis: Gore, in shirtsleeves, tries to rise above the minutiae of the
health care debate by making an appeal from the heart, punctuated by
heartwarming images of toddlers and babies. The ad seeks to credit
the Clinton-Gore administration for the strong economy, but sidesteps
its failure to seek coverage for 44 million uninsured Americans since
the 1994 debacle over the president's health legislation.

The vice president has been attacking rival Bill Bradley's broader
health plan as too expensive, but the ad contains only the subtlest of
jabs, with Gore saying he would live within a balanced budget. The
ad provides no information about cost. (Gore would spend $315
billion over 10 years to cover an additional 15 million people;
Bradley would spend up to $650 billion during that period to cover as
many as 39 million. Bradley disputes Gore's charge that the cost
would be much higher and would wipe out the federal budget
surplus.) Gore is slightly defensive about his incremental approach,
saying he'll head "down the road" toward universal coverage after
2005.

© Copyright 1999 The Washington Post Company
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Ad Watch

By Howard Kurtz
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, November 11, 1999; Page A3

Another in a series evaluating the accuracy of political advertising.
Candidate: Vice President Gore

Markets: lowa and New Hampshire

Time: 30 seconds

Producer: Century Media

Audio: I think it's just unconscionable at a time when we have the
strongest economy in history, we're the wealthiest nation on Earth, to
have millions and millions of children who have no health care
coverage at all. We ought to change that. And we ought to start by
making a commitment to have affordable, high-quality health care for
every child in America before the end of the next president's term.
And we can do that within a balanced budget. Then we can go down
the road toward coverage for every single American.

Analysis: Gore, in shirtsleeves, tries to rise above the minutiae of the
health care debate by making an appeal from the heart, punctuated by
heartwarming images of toddlers and babies. The ad seeks to credit
the Clinton-Gore administration for the strong economy, but sidesteps
its failure to seek coverage for 44 million uninsured Americans since
the 1994 debacle over the president's health legislation.

The vice president has been attacking rival Bill Bradley's broader
health plan as too expensive, but the ad contains only the subtlest of
jabs, with Gore saying he would live within a balanced budget. The
ad provides no information about cost. (Gore would spend $315
billion over 10 years to cover an additional 15 million people:
Bradley would spend up to $650 billion during that period to cover as
many as 39 million. Bradley disputes Gore's charge that the cost
would be much higher and would wipe out the federal budget
surplus.) Gore is slightly defensive about his incremental approach,
saying he'll head "down the road" toward universal coverage after

2005.

© Copyright 1999 The Washington Post Company
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ore, Bradley conflict «

Candidates’ insurance plans
differ in scope; costs debated

By William M. Welch
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Vice President
Gore and his rival for the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination, Bill
Bradley, have both applied the les-
sons of President Clinton's failed
health-care reforms to their own
campaign proposals.

But the two presidential hopefuls
seem to have learned different les-
sons from that 1994 battle.

Their competing proposals for ex-
panding health insurance to more
Americans have emerged as a cen-
tral dispute in the contest for the
nomination. Lately, the battle has
been dominated by Gore's charge
that Bradley’s plan is far more ex-
pensive than the former New Jersey
senator acknowledges, and that it
would consume or exceed projec-
tions for federal budget surpluses
during the coming decade.

In response, Bradley has clarified
some elements of his proposal in
ways that aides say would lower esti-
mates of its cost and perhaps reduce
the number of uninsured Americans
his plan would help.

An estimated 44 million Ameri-
cans don't have health insurance.

Bradley denies Gore's charge that
his plan would cost $1.2 trillion over
a decade and says it would be half
that. Gore claims his plan would ac-
complish nearly as much at less cost.

That debate, of interest mainly to
Democratic Party activists and pol-
icy specialists, obscures a larger
point: Just five years after Clinton’s
health-care plan died in Congress —
taking with it Democrats' congres-

sional majorities and seemingly
dooming progress toward universal
health coverage — both Democratic
presidential candidates have seized
on llha! same issue as a campaign
tool.

“There isn't a political analyst alive
who after 1994 would have predicted
that before the turn of the century
politicians running for president
would make access to health insur-
ance a primary focus of their cam-
paign,” says Robert Reischauer, for-
mer Congressional Budget Office
director. “And yet both Bradley and
Gore have done that. And it will force
the Republicans to do the same.”

The Bradley and Gore proposals
approach health care in divergent
ways that meet their own political
needs:

P Bradley, the challenger, has of-
fered a more sweeping plan with the
ambitious goal of providing health
coverage to 95% of all Americans, in-
cluding all children. However, he
would do so with a conservative ap-
proach: providing subsidies of up to
$5,000 per family to help Americans
buy federally approved private
health insurance. His plan would re-
place the government-run Medicaid
program for the poor and allow ev-
eryone to get a tax break for insur-
ance premiums,

P Gore, the front-runner, has of-
fered a more cautious incremental
plan, an approach forged by the neg-
ative public reaction to Clinton's com-
plex proposal in 1994. He also prom-
ises to cover all children, and he
would provide tax breaks for some
people to buy insurance. But at its
heart Gore's plan relies on govern-

Medicare bill would
cap some medical costs

By Julie Appleby
USA TODAY

Medicare patients treated at hospi-
tal-owned clinics or medical practic-
€s can pay two to three times more
for their care than those who go to in-

doctors or clinics.

Rurt huried in a House hill nassed

tients will pay next year for a
hospital admission is $776. But

ment. He leaves it to states to expand
health coverage through existing pro-
grams — Medicaid and the 2-year-
old Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram — with federal dollars and di-
rection.

Both candidates propose prescrip-
tion drug coverage for senior citizens
in Medicare. Gore copies Clinton’s
latest proposal, to pay half of up to
$2,000 a year in drug costs, while
Bradley proposes a more generous
uncapped benefit.

Robert Blendon, health-policy ex-
pert at Harvard University, sees
weaknesses in both plans. Bradley's
plan, he says, will have business sup-
port because of its reliance on pri-
vate insurance but probably is costli-
er than he acknowledges. Gore's
plan, he says, would expand the
scope of existing programs that
haven't been entirely successful in
providing health-care coverage to
poor people who already qualify.

In political terms, what Bradley
has done is move to the left and right
simultaneously, Blendon says. “He
moved to the left by sounding bigger
and bolder; he moved to the right by
not setting up any government struc-
ture or launching any new govern-
ment program.”

Gore, he says, has followed a more
mainstream Democratic Party ap-
proach by keeping the Medicaid pro-
gram, which provides care for the
poorest Americans. His plan may be
easier to defend in the general elec-
tion against Republicans, he argues,
because its cost is more modest.

Gore has gone on the offensive on
the cost issue. He has pointed to an
analysis by a former Clinton health-
care-official — Ken Thorpe, now a
health-policy professor at Emory
University in Atlanta — who pinned
the $1.2 trillion price tag on Brad-
ley's plan. Thorpe also estimated that
Bradley’s plan would extend health
coverage to more people, 18 million,
than would Gore's, 12 million.

Bradley often says health care is “a
big problem that requires a big solu-
tion,” like his plan. Gore's frequent
response: “It may be a big idea, but
it's not a good idea.” He contends
Bradley would exhaust future sur-
pluses and leave no tax money to put
into Medicare, the national health
program for those 65 and older, as
Clinton and Gore both propose.

After complaints and clarifications
last week by the Bradley campaign,
Thorpe agreed to lower his estimate
of the plan. He planned to disclose
his latest figures today.

The Bradley campaign dismisses
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Al Qore's plan

By Josl Page, AP

Gore: He wants all children to have access to insurance.  Bradiey: He would require parents to insure children.

Point by point in Gore, Bradley health plans

A brief summary of the health-care proposals of the two Democratic presidential candidates:

EEE EEE R

By Jm Cole, AP

» Guarantee access to affordable insurance for all chil-
dren by 2005.

» Expand eligibility for the Children's Health Insurance
Program (CHIP).

P Allow higher-income children and their parents who
have no insurance to buy coverage under CHIP.

P Provide 25% tax credits to help individuals and smail
businesses buy health coverage. Allow those 55-65 to
buy Medicare coverage.

P Pay half, up to $2,000, of a Medicare beneficiary’s an-
nual prescription drug expenses.

Gore's estimate: $264 billion over 10 years.
Counter estimate: An analysis of Gore's plan by a for-
mer Clinton health official, Ken Thorpe, estimated it at

P Require parents to insure their children, with premiums

subsidized by the federal government. Adults also would

beehqableforprammnsutnldles limited to $1,800 per
adutt, $1,200 per child and $5,000 per family.

» Make available to anyonetrm:ghmeFeder

al Employee Health Benefits Program, which offers a

choice of private plans to government workers and

members of Congress.

P Allow individuals to exclude the cost of health premi-

ums from taxable income.

P Expand Medicare to include a prescription drug bene-

fit, with a $500 annual deductible, $25 monthly premium

and 25% copayment. There would be no cap on the

» Additional public health initiatives still to be spelled out.

Bradiey's estimates: $55 billion to $65 billion a year .
Counter estimate: An analysis of Bradley's plan by
Thorpe put it at $1.2 trillion over 10 years.'
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$312 billon over 10 years.

Souces: Gore and Bracley campasgns, Ken Thorpe, The Assocated Press
1 - Braciey disputes the figure and Thorpe plans & lower re-astimate based on New nformation

TR R

€ notion that Thorpe, a former Clin-
n administration health-policy offi-
al who worked on the failed 1994
an, should be viewed as the ulti-
ale scorekeeper of this policy dis-
ite.

“We each have our own experts,”
radley said in his debate last week
ith Gore. Today in Chicago, in a
wech to the American Public
ealth Association, Bradley is ex-
cted to make his most extensive
ymments to date contrasting his ap-
vach to Gore’s.

It's clear, though, that either candi-

date’s proposal would devote a large
share of the federal government's fu-
ture resources to expanding health
care to uninsured citizens. Despite
Gore’s charge, no one can say for
sure what future surpluses will
amount to or whether either plan is
affordable.

Congressional budget analysts pro-
ject that the government will enjoy
$29trillion in surpluses between
now and 2009. But two-thirds of that
will come from Social Security’s ex-
cess payroll tax collections, beyond
what it pays in benefits, and both par-

ties say they want that money devot- |
ed to reducing the national debt. That
leaves a projected $996 billion in non- ;
Social Security surpluses — more }
than Bradley contends his plan 4
would cost, but less than Gore asserts |
it would cost. »

Also, the surplus might be ephem- «
eral. The projections are based on
the assumption that Congress holds
spending to tight limits set two years
ago. Yet both the Republican major-
ity in Congress and Clinton have
agreed to exceed that limit for fiscal |
2000 by more than $30 billion.
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Gore, Bradley Eye Health Reform

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - Bill Bradley tallies his *'big idea" remedies for the poor and uninsured in
billion-dollar bundles - $10 billion here, $65 billion there. But will they, as rival Al Gore charges, blow
the budget surplus, throw the national budget back into deficits or force higher taxes?

The vice president, in Wednesday's debate with Bradley, seized on an hours-old analysis by a former
Clinton-Gore administration official putting the cost of Bradley's health plan at $1.2 trillion over 10
years - more than the entire federal budget surplus and leaving nothing to shore up Medicare.

"You're going to shred the social safety net," Gore told Bradley.

Bradley, who generally dismisses Gore's more modest proposals as baby steps toward enormous
problems, worked on his health proposal for two years and spent nine months running it by
independent economists before giving it a $65 billion annual price tag.

**We each have our own experts," he retorted.

In fact, budget experts who discount all election-year calculations as phony, said Bradley's proposals
are no more budget busting than Gore's - only Gore has yet to say much about his costs.

All told, Bradley has offered health, child care and anti-poverty programs that he estimates will cost a
total of $78 billion a year.

“'They really are the tax and spend twins," said Mark Miller, executive director of the Republican
Leadership Council.

In their race to be the Democrats' pick for president, the first modern presidential election set against
budget surpluses instead of deficits, both have appealed to the party's liberal wing by offering
expensive new programs: Gore's universal kindergarten, Bradley's universal health insurance, a
promise by each to expand Medicare coverage to prescription drugs.

Both have chosen the easy road to financing their programs, saying the non-Social Security portion of
the surplus - projected to be $1 trillion over the next decade - will cover the bills.

“*This is Alice-in-Wonderland-type math on both sides," said Brookings Institution economist Isabel
Sawhill. *'It's very much a spitting match in which we're cloaking the debate in a false fiscal
framework."

Surplus projections are based on the assumption that Congress and the White House will stick to

11/10/1999 2:12 PM
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spending caps they set in 1997 but have blown every year since.

""The chances of that surplus being there to allocate to new priorities is only slightly greater than the
possibility that the ice cap will melt tomorrow and inundate us all," said former Congressional Budget
Office director Robert Reischauer.

In his effort to flatten Bradley's rise in polls, Gore has honed in on the former New Jersey senator's
health plan as **way excessive." But while the vice president held up as gospel half of the side-by-side
cost analysis by Emory University professor Kenneth Thorpe, the administration veteran responsible
for pricing the 1993 Clinton health plan, he ignored other Thorpe estimates:

-That Gore's health plan will cost $312 billion over 10 years, or about $50 billion more than the cost
Gore publicly assigned for the first time Wednesday night, and will yield just over 12 million newly
insured Americans - 1 million or 2 million less than Gore claimed to reach.

“'Both Bradley and Gore are going to suffer the vagaries of not being precise in outyears," Thorpe said.

Analysts working with Bradley, including Stanford University economist Alan Garber, fault Thorpe's
calculations for not taking account of subsidy caps, the reallocation of $23 billion that the federal
government now spends on Medicaid, and other fine details.

Technological advances will also yield lower costs, said Margy Heldring, Bradley's top health policy
adviser. "As we increasingly learn how to get the right treatment to the right people at the right time -
and to put serious investment into prevention, in helping people to get and stay healthy - there are
savings to be had," she said.

But, countered Elaine Kamarck, Gore's chief policy adviser, Bradley's own estimates still ignore the
$256 billion that the Office of Management and Budget says will be needed over the next decade to
shore up Medicare for the Baby Boom.

Bradley's plan would eliminate Medicaid and give poor people government subsidies to buy into
federal workers' health plans or purchase private insurance. Additionally, every American would be
able to deduct from their taxable income whatever they pay in premiums.

Using existing programs, Gore proposes to expand health coverage for children and parents without
guarantees. Both candidates offer Medicare coverage for prescription drugs.

Robert Greenstein, director of the liberal Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, said a look at each
candidate's record shows "'neither of them had a history in the Senate of putting together big expensive
things that they couldn't pay for."

Bradley's work on the 1986 Tax Reform suggests he would meet any costs stretching beyond the
surplus by “‘among other things, proposing to close a number of tax loopholes," Greenstein said.

"'But he's unlikely too talk much about that in the campaign.”
Earlier Stories

« Gore, Bradley Both Eye Surplus (October 28)
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Gore, Bradley conflict on health—care remedy

Candidates’ insurance plans
differ in scope; costs debated

By William M. Welch
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Vice President
Gore and his rival for the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination, Bill
Bradley, have both applied the les-
sons of President Clinton's failed
health-care reforms to their own
CAmpagn proposals.

But the two presidential hopefuls
seem to have leamned different les-
sons from that 1994 battle,

Their competing proposals for ex-

health insurance to more
Americans have emerged as a cen-
tral dispute in the contest for the
nomination. Lately, the battle has
been dominated by Gore's charge
that Bradley's plan is far more ex-
pensive than the former New Jersey
senator acknowledges, and that it
would consume or exceed projec-
tions for federal budget surpluses
during the coming decade.

In response, Bradley has clarified
some elements of his proposal in
ways hal aides say would lower esti-
mates of its cost and perhaps reduce
Lhe number of uninsured Americans
his plan would help.

An estimated 44 million Ameri-
cans don't have health insurance.

Bradley denies Gore's charge that
his plan would cost $1.2 trillion over
a decade and says it would be half
that Gore claims his plan would ac-
complish nearly as much at less cost.

That debate, of inlerest mainly to
Democratic Party activists and pol-
icy specialists, obscures a larger
point: Just five years after Clinton's
heaith-care plan died in Congress —
taking with it Democrats’ congres-

sional majorities and seemingly
dooming progress toward universal
health coverage — both Democratic
presidential candidates have seized
on that same issue as a campaign
tool.

“There isn't a political analyst alive
who after 1994 would have predicted
that before the turn of the century
politicians running for president
would make access to health insur-
ance a primary focus of their cam-
paign,” says Robert Reischaver, for-
mer Congressional Budget Office
director. “And yet both Bradiey

needs:

» Bradley, the challenger, has of-
fered a more sweeping plan with the
ambitious goal of iding health
coverage to 95% of all Americans, in-
cluding all children. However, he
would do so with a conservative ap-
proach: providing subsidies of up to
$5,000 per family to help Americans
buy federally approved private
health insurance. His plan would re-
place the government-run Medicaid
program for the poor and allow ev-
eryone to get a tax break for insur-
ance premiums.

the front-runner, has of-
fered a more cautious incremental
plan, an approach forged by the neg-
ative public reaction to Clinton’s com-
plex proposal in 1994, He also prom-
ises to cover all children, and he
would provide tax breaks for some
people to buy insurance. But at its
heart Gore's plan relies on govern-

ment. He leaves it Lo states to expand
health coverage through existing pro-
grams — Medicaid and the 2-year-
old Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram — with federal dollars and di-
rection.

Both candidates propose prescrip-
tion drug coverage for senior cilizens
in Medicare. Gore coples Clinton's
latest proposal, to pay half of up to
$2,000 a year in drug costs, while
Bradley proposes 8 more generous
uncapped benefit.

Robert Blendon, health-policy ex-
pert at Harvard University, sees
weaknesses in both plans. Bradley's
plan, he says, will have business sup-
port because of its reliance on pri-
vate insurance but probably is costli-
er than he acknowledges. Gore's
plan, he says, would expand the
scope of existing programs that
haven! been entirely successful in

providing health-care coverage (o
poor people who already qualify.

In political terms, what Bradley

has done is move lo the left and right
simultaneously, Blendon says. “He
moved to the left by sounding bigger
and bolder; he moved to the right by
not selting up any government struc-
ture or launching any new govern-
ment program.”
Gore, he says, has followed a more
mainstream Democratic Party ap-
proach by keeping the Medicaid pro-
gram, which provides care for the
poorest Americans. His plan may be
easier (o defend in the general elec-
tion against Republicans, he argues,
because its cost is more modest.

Gore has gone on the offensive on
the cost issue. He has pointed to an
analysis by a former Clinton health-
care official — Ken Thorpe, now a
health-policy professor al Emory
University in Atlanta — who pinned
the $1.2trillion price tag on Brad-
ley's plan. Thorpe also estimated that
Bradley's plan would extend heaith
coverage (o more people, 18 million,
than would Gore’s, 12 million.

Bradley often says health care is*a
big problem that requires a big solu-
tion,” like his pian. Gore's frequent
response: “It may be a big idea, but
it's not a good idea" He contends
Bradley would exhaust future sur-
pluses and leave no tax money to put
into Medicare, the national health
program for those 65 and older, as
Clinton and Gore both propose.

After complaints and clarifications
last week by the Bradley campaign,
Thorpe agreed to lower his estimate
of the plan. He planned to disclose

the notion that Thorpe, a former Clin-
ton administration health-policy offi-
cial who worked on the failed 1994
plan, should be viewed as the ulli-
mate scorekeeper of this policy dis-
pule.

“We each have our own experts,”
Bradley said in his debate last week
with Gore. Today in Chicago, in a
speech to the American Public
Health Association, Bradley is ex-
pected to make his most extensive
comments (0 dale contrasting his ap-
proach to Gore's,

It's clear, though, that either candi-

date's proposal would devote a large
share of the federal government's fu-
ture resources to expanding heaith
care to uninsured citizens, Despitc
Gore's charge, no one can say for
sure what future surpluses will
amount o or whether either plan is

affordable.

] budget analysts pro-
ject that the government will enjoy
$2.9trillion in surpluses beiween
now and 2009, But two-thirds of that
will come from Social Security's ex-
cess payroll tax collections, beyond
what it pays in benefits, and both par-

ties say they want that money devol-
ed (o reducing the national debl. That
leaves a projected $996 billion in non-
Social Security surpluses — more
than Brudley contends his plan
would cost, but less than Gore asserts
it would cost.

Also, the surplus might be ephem-
eral. The projections are based on
the assumption that Congress holds
spending to tight limits set two years
ago. Yet both the Republican major-
ity in Congress and Clinton have
agreed to exceed that limit for fiscal
2000 by more than $30 billion.
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WASHINGTON

By Ramenag Fasc, AP
Before negotiations: Senate Appropriations Committee
Charman Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, talks with reporters.

Clinton aides, lawmakers
haggle over budget details

President Clinton's budget aides met Sunday with con-
gressional Republicans to negotiate fiscal 2000 spending
plans amid signs that some positions were hardening, partic-
ularly on the president's $1.4 billion education package.

“We are not prepared to go home until we get more teach-
ers and lower class size,” White House chief of staff John Po-
desta told NBC. |

Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., who heads a Senate panel on
education spending, said he's “heard that the president’s po-
sition is non-negotiable,” and “that makes me pretty deter- Y
mined to keep what the Congress has done.”

Republicans have expanded education spending but want
to give local districts flexibility in how to spend the money
rather than have it dictated from Washington.

Among other issues to be resolved are public lands pro-
grams and a dispute over international abortion policy that
has stalled U.S. dues payments to the United Nations. Dis-
putes are holding up final enactment of four of the 13 spend-
ing bills needed to fund the government in the fiscal year
that began Oct. 1. Congress hopes to complete action and
adjourn this week.

“We've got a fair amount of ground to cover, but we're just
going to keep going through it,” White House budget director
Jacob Lew said during a break in negotiations.

The GOP plan to reduce spending on most government
programs by 1% across the board likely will be reduced toa
lesser percentage coupled with the Clinton administration
agreeing to offset spending in some programs to pay for ad-
ditional spending it wants on other programs. |

“We've not gotten to our final Ouija board game, which |
will be offsets” said Senate Appropriations Committee

CYBERCHAT: President Clinton, no wiz with computers,

# takes to the Internet tonight for a 90-minute cyber talkfest

with fellow Democrats. “I was so technologically challenped
when | got here,” Clinton said in an interview.

“Hillary and 1 still write each other notes,” he said. “We're
still very old fashioned.” Clinton said the Internet has won
him over, and, “If I were a candidate for president this time.
one of the very specific goals 1 would set for the nation is
making sure there is no digital divide by the time [ finish my
service.”

Qlinton will be available at townhalimeeting.excite.com 7-
830 ET for the event sponsored by the Democratic Leader-
ship Council. Other Democrats participating include: New
Hampshire Gov. Jeanne Shaheen; Maryland Lt. Gov. Kath-
leen Kennedy Townsend; San Jose, Calif., Mayor Ron Gon-
zales; Bethlehem, Pa, Mayor Don Cunningham: and Wis-
consin State Rep. Antonio Riley. — Laurence McQuillan

T: Feminist author Naomi Wolf said
her role in Vice President Gore’s
campaign has been misrepresented.
“I'm not a fashion consultant.” Wolf
told ABC News. She disputed news
accounts that have depicted her as
advising Gore on his wardrobe and
how to be seen as an assertive "Alpha
male” who should be in charge of
things rather than a “Beta male,” or
permanent No. 2. Wolf said she took &
pay cut to work for Gore's presi-
dential campaign at $15,000 a month,
and with the campaign’s belt-tighten-
ing, she’s been cut back to $5,000.
Wolf said she's advising him on issues
she has written about for 10 years, things such as the pres-
sure women face balancing work and family and the wage
gap that confronts working women.

GORE CONSULTAN
e

L

Wolf: ‘I'm not a
fashion consuttant.’

AD FLAP: Arizona Sen. John McCain, who touts his mil-
jtary background in his bid for the Republican presidential

nomination, is running a campaign ad that Newsweek says

might violate federal rules because it was filmed at Arling-
ton National Cemetery, where rules bar “partisan activities.”
The ad cites McCain's Vietnam War military service as a pi-
lot who was shot down, imprisoned and tortured. Campaign
spokesman Howard Opinsky said the ad includes footage of
McCain during one of his periodic visits to the graves of his
father and grandfather at Arlington. “Nobody ever said any-
thing” during the visit that became part of the ad-
vertisement, and “we will show the ad,” Opinsky said.

GREENSPAN FAN: Republican presidential front-runner
George W. Bush told Red Herring, a San Francisco technol-
ogy magazine, that Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Green-
span “has done a good job, and the president ought to reap-
point him" to a fourth four-year term. Greenspan's term
expires in June. The Texas governor also said he has “a
healthy skepticism in general for corporate elites and for
wall Street. Not a disrespect, just a healthy skepticism.”

| POLLS: Bush leads Gore 57%-35% in a U.S. News & World

Chairman Ted Stevens, R-Alaska.

| : : :
; _ a Report national poll. Against former senator Bill Bradley of
MINIMUM WAGE: Republicans and Democrats will offer N:ﬁ? Jersey, Bu_cﬁ? \eads 53%-37%. c,mr-‘e bests Bradiey for

versions of a minimum-wage increase when the Senate | yhe Democratic nomination 55%-34%, and Bush leads his
takes up bankruptcy reform this week. Republicans Un- | nearest GOP rival, McCain, 86%-13% 30

veiled a plan Friday for $18.4 billion in business tax breaks | I New Hampshire, which will hold the first primary of
.coupled with a Sl-an-hour increase in the $5.15-anhour e 2000 primary season Feb. 1, a Newsweek poll of the
minimum wage over 28 months. Democrats are pushing 2 | gate’s Republicans found Bush with a 44%-27% lead over

$1 increase over two years and $9.5 billion in tax breaks | in. A poll two d ier ha I
aimed at small businesses and family farms. The House is :‘mmsfm ays earlier had Bush ahead by only

t
considering a §1 increase over three years and 330 billion ~“Amang New Hampshire's Democrats, Gore led former
tax breaks over five years for businesses and families. Bradley 46%-36%. Bradley has had a slight edge in some
other polls.

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports
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In Portsmouth, Gore continues criticism of
Bradley’s health care plan

By HOLLY RAMER
Associated Press Writer

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. (AP) — Recent changes to Bill Bradley’s health
care proposal are a "sign that the plan is unraveling," Vice President

Al Gore said Tuesday, but Bradley’s campaign denied altering the

plan.

After an hour of cuddling toddlers at a day care center playground,
Gore returned to criticizing Bradley’s proposals as too expensive.

Bradley’s $65 million plan would allow Americans to enroll in the same
health care coverage provided for members of Congress and federal
employees.



People and families at or near the poverty line would get subsidies,
either for private insurance or to opt into the expanded federal system.
The Medicaid system would largely be eliminated.

Gore called the subsidies "HMO vouchers" that wouldn’t be enough for
the recipients to afford full coverage.

"Last Friday night, without notifying the press, they changed a key
detail and put caps on those premiums," Gore said. "It’s a sign that
that plan is unraveling." '

But Bradley’s spokesman denied any changes have been made, and
noted that the Bradley was on a plane between campaign trips Friday
night.

"It’s absolutely untrue. There has been no change in the plan," Eric
Hauser said. "I’'m a little alarmed that the vice president would say
something untrue."

Gore said his health care plan takes a more incremental approach
than Bradley’s, with a goal of providing all children with insurance by
2005.

Unlike Bradley’s plan, Gore’s proposal would retain New Hampshire’s
Healthy Kids Gold, an extended Medicaid program for low- and
middle-income children, he said.

He met with several parents whose children are enrolled in the
insurance program at the day care center, where he urged them to
describe how it has helped them.

Gore held Terri Costin’s infant daughter on his lap while the Seabrook
woman described her family’s struggle to obtain health care. She and
her husband were covered by her husband’s employer, but his salary
wasn’t enough after their daughter was born, she said.

She brings the baby to a center that allows her to pay based on a
sliding scale.

"If it weren’t for sliding scale places like Family First, we wouldn’t have
coverage," she said. "We had to give (our benefits) up so we could pay
rent and put food on the table."

Gore didn’t limit his criticism to his challenger for the Democratic
presidential nomination. He also jabbed at one of the Republican
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Gore Touts Health Plan, Says Bradley's Too Full Coverage
Steep | Prwaaﬁﬁa!&? action 2000

By Christopher Noble T Rétns Sfor.ias '

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. (Reuters) - Vice President Al Gore returned to
New Hampshire Tuesday to tout his proposal for better national health
care and renew his attack on a plan offered by his Democratic rival Bill
Bradley.

Seeking to detail his program and close a gap Bradley has opened in
recent opinion polls among voters in this first-in-the-nation presidential
primary state, Gore visited three New Hampshire towns to explain his
proposals.

As small children played behind him, Gore told parents and local health
officials at Portsmouth's Discovery Child Enrichment Center, "'It's
awfully important to expand health coverage in a way that does not hurt U hi

those that already have it through Medicaid and Medicare or the Federal Magazine A"“c'ﬂs
Employees plan." | alpha d ig

Never mentioning Bradley by name, Gore said touted his plan as the
one that could be paid for " within the balanced budget," an implicit jab = S8
at the former basketball star and senator whose health care plan the vice + K
president has attacked as too expensive.

After the meeting with citizens, Gore was more explicit.

"'What Sen. Bradley has proposed would completely use up the budget Rala ed Web Sites
surplus for the next 10 years, which means the portion that has to be . Elmon 2000: Total Raised -

allocated to fix Medicare couldn't be used to fix Medicare. That could _ es
destroy Medicare," Gore told reporters.

“It's an ill-considered plan that treats Medicare as an afterthought and
insufficiently appreciates what Medicaid means to the 40 million
Americans that now have it," he said.

Bradley, Gore's only challenger for the Democratic presidential
nomination next year, has said his proposed health insurance system
would cover 95 percent of Americans and cost about $650 billion over
10 years.

Gore's less ambitious plan would offer coverage to some 11 million
uninsured children by 2005 and allow some entire families, whose
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uninsured children by 2005 and allow some entire families, whose
income disqualifies them from Medicaid but who don't have coverage
of their own, to buy into Medicaid.

The Gore campaign cites an independent study saying his plan would
cost $312 billion over 10 years. The vice president has cited a study that
showed Bradley's plan would cost $1.4 trillion over the decade.

Bradley's campaign has disputed those figures and said the study was
not independent but rather was done by former Clinton administration
official.

Earlier Stories
«» Feminist Author Naomi Wolf Advises Gore Campaign (November e L0
1) ] | Opinion & Editorials
« Gore In Jowa Lumps Bradley With Bush (October 29)

Message Board
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All Things Considered.

Robert Segal: Vice President Al Gore and former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley are
appearing to together in New Hampshire tonight. It is the first time they have faced each other
since the presidential campaign began. One issue on which the two candidates differ is health
care. A new analysis of their health care plan was obtain by NPR today and it shows that the
Bradley proposal would make a more dramatic and more costly shift towards expanding the
government’s role than previously believed. NPR’s Patricia Namen has more.

Namen: Vice President Al Gore would expand the current medicaid system to include more low-
income adults and children. Former New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley would require all parents to
buy health insurance for their children. For those families that could not afford coverage, Bradley
would provide federal assistance on a sliding scale, paying the full cost of insurance for families
of four making less than $33,000 a year. Emory University Health Policy Advisor Ken Thorpe
has produced a new analysis of both plans. Thorpe estimates Gore’s plan would provide health
insurance to 12 million currently uninsured children and adults at a cost of about 12 billion
dollars a year. Bradley’s plan would cover 6 million more uninsured, but it would be a lot more
expensive. About $57 billion dollars a year.

Thorpe: We’ve estimated that about 2/3 of the federal cost of Senator Bradley’s plan actually go
to people who that already have health insurance. Those are individuals that have largely
employment-based coverage. So these are federal dollars that would in essence replace dollars
that employers and employees are currently contributing towards the cost of their health
insurance.

Namen: Those federal subsidies, says Thorpe will likely encourage employers to cut back on
providing coverage or drop the benefits all together. It’s a dramatic shift from a system where
employers provide the bulk of health care to employees to a system where the federal
government does. Princeton health economist Uwa Reinhart says that’s not a bad idea.
Especially he says, since today’s system is increasing shaky for employees.

Reinhart: They have insurance now and tomorrow their business folds and then they don’t have
insurance. That is just not permanent enough, right, its so brittle, I mean there is so many people
floating in and out of insurance.

Namen: Reinhart says Bradley’s plan is more reasonable over the long haul. But he admits it’s a
much bigger political risk than the Vice President’s plan.

Reinhart: Bradley is bold. He says I have this vision. That’s what American should look like,
that’s what it would cost the federal government, and I’m willing to spend it even if it might
mean raising some taxes or spending a lot of the surplus on that. And I think that Senator
Bradley has to respond and defend that. To say why, despite of the extra outlay, his vision will
give you a better health care system.



Namen: Emory University analyst Ken Thorpe agrees the two candidates share extremely
different visions for health care. Thorpe a former Clinton Administration health official says the
Vice President’s plan is built on a series of smaller steps that address the most critical gaps in the
system.

Thorpe: He’s really targeting subsidies towards the uninsured so those children with insurance
and parents with insurance are largely left alone in this approach instead the idea is to provide
insurance coverage for uninsured families.

Namen: Though they weren’t available today to comment on the new analysis, in past interviews
Bradley campaign officials have admitted their plan cost more. But they point to the federal
surplus and to the great need to help America’s uninsured and underinsured.





