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Bill Bradley ls being praised for 

proposing a bqld new plan to make 
• ,,; health insurance available to'nearly 

all Americans, 'and for putting the 
•. health care lssue back on the nation-

al agenda ln a major way. • · 
But some of the strongest advo­

catest>f bealth care reform, especlal­
·- ly those ~ce~ about the health 

of poor chlldren. are worried that 
· Mr. Bradley's proposal ls financially 

unrealistic and, ln some ways, could 
do more harm than good. 

. Causing the most worry Is Mr. 
··~. Bradley's plan to do away with Med-

•~ · · : ·l 
I 
lcald, the federal and state program 
that provides health care for the 

, poor. It would be replaced by a sys­
' , tern of vouchers and tax credits de­

~. signed to "mainstream:• low-lncome 
people lnto , the private lnsurance 
market , ·• ' 

.Medicaid ·bas been like a safe 
•~ , , house for the poor. The thought of 

too, ls concerned about the elimlna• 
tioo of Medicaid, which provides not 
only health care but a range of relat­
ed services to the very poor. Those 

~services can lnclude personal asslst-
apce and non-emergency transporta­
tion. as well as supplying beneflcla­
rtes with eyeglasses, hearing aids, 
wheelchairs · and other medical 
equipment. 
. " It"IS Important," said Ms. Feder, 
"to understand the special role of 
Medicaid. It treats a very disadvan­
taged population and provides a 
broad array of services that private • 
health Insurance has never touched." 

There are other potential prob­
lems. Medicaid provlde.s nursing 

Bradley" s health 
plan is criticized. 

' 

·l 
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CAMPAIGN 2000: Bradley's health 
care plan back for a second opinion 
Ken Foskett - Cox Washington Bureau 
Thursday, November 4, 1999 

Washington -- Having dismissed Kenneth Thorpe as a partisan 
sympathizer to Vice President Al Gore, Bill Bradley now wants the Emory 
University expert to redo an analysis of Bradley's ambitious health care 
proposal. 

Thorpe's first appraisal of Bradley's plan to offer near-universal health care 
coverage to uninsured Americans found that it would cost twice what 
Bradley estimated and cover fewer people. 

Gore seized on the findings during the candidates' first town hall meeting 
last week and used them to argue that Bradley's plan would deplete the 
Treasury and jeopardize Social Security. 

The candidates exchanged a flurry of charges and counter charges in the 
following days. 

Since then, Thorpe has spoken to all of Bradley's top health care advisers 
to clarify some aspects of the plan, and he said they have asked him to 
crunch the numbers again. 

Thorpe, who also evaluated Gore's more modest health care proposal, 
said Wednesday that he didn't yet know if his new analysis of Bradley's 
plan would be lower than the $1 .2 trillion, 10-year estimate he rendered 
last week. 

"I think there are things that could move it in both directions," said Thorpe, 
Health Policy and Management chairman at the Roll ins School of Public 
Health at Emory. 

Bradley's ongoing interest in Thorpe reflects the key role that Bradley's 
health care proposal is playing in his campaign. It is the most far-reaching 
of any proposal put forward by the presidential candidates, and Bradley is 
using it to show that he is a candidate of big ideas. 

In the two days after the town hall meeting last week, Bradley issued news 
releases undermining Thorpe's credibility. 

On CBS's "Face the Nation" Sunday, Bradley called Thorpe "a former 
Clinton-Gore staffer who as late as October referred to himself as a 'health 
adviser' to Vice President Gore." 

"I think it's worth about as much as any other partisan shot," Bradley said . 

Thorpe, who left the Clinton administration in 1995, said he isn't giving 
policy advice to the vice president now. The characterization of him as a 
"health adviser" to Gore came from an Emory news release that Thorpe 
said he never saw. 

"It was my fault," he said . "I think what they were trying to do was to give 
some flavor of the multiplicity of the people that I had worked with in the 
past." 

11 /4/ 1999 11 :07 AM 
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past." 

Thorpe first undertook his analysis of Bradley's plan at the request of The 
Washington Post in early October for a story on how proposals from Gore 
and Bradley would affect the federal budget. Thorpe's analysis has already 
clarified one important aspect of Bradley's proposal, which would allow the 
uninsured to buy into the private network of insurers that cover federal 
employees. 

When Bradley unveiled the proposal in Los Angeles Sept. 28, he didn't 
spell out that premium subsidies would be capped at $1,200 for each child 
and $1,800 for adults. There would also be a $5,000 family cap. 

The caps have big implications for the overall cost of the program and the 
number of people reached. Thorpe found that the $1,800 figure for adults 
was too low. Very few of the 400 plans available to federal employees 
have premiums that low. The lowest plan available in Atlanta, for example, 
is $2,081. 

Thorpe assumed that fully subsidized adult premiums would more likely 
cost $2,400 a year. 

But capping the premiums at $1,800 will mean that those taking the 
government subsidy will have to make up the difference out of their own 

' pockets. 
"It's a challenge to provide as much as you can for as many people as you 
can," said Margy Heldring, Bradley's health policy adviser. "Of course 
there is room for improvement, but this provides something to people who 
don't have much access." 

Thorpe, who received a master's degree in public policy from Duke 
University, has weathered far more serious controversies. 

From 1993 to 1995, he was a deputy assistant secretary at the 
Department of Health and Human Services, and he belonged to the White 
House task force that attempted to marshal President Clinton's plan for 
universal health care coverage through Congress. 

The plan, which failed in the fall of 1994, was the subject of blistering 
attacks on Capitol Hill and a nationwide advertising campaign. 

"It comes with the territory," said Thorpe, 43, who moved to Atlanta from 
New Orleans this summer. But he said he's anxious to move beyond a 
debate of which plan --- Gore's or Bradley's --- costs more. 

"Hopefully, the next time I let this out, we can focus attention on what the 
plans are," he said. "I'd like to see them both get out and debate their 
plans." 
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Gore Touts His New Health Plan 
By MIKE GLOVER Associated Press Writer 

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. (AP) - After an hour spent cuddling toddlers at a day care center playground, 
Vice President Al Gore on Tuesday continued his criticism of a health care proposal offered by his 
rival for the Democratic presidential nomination. 

But Gore didn't stop there. He also jabbed at one of the Republican presidential candidates while 
touting his own plan to extend health insurance to those without it. 

Gore said the proposal he would enact, if elected, talces a more incremental approach than what Bill 
Bradley has offered, with the goal of covering all children by 2005. 

He also said his plan would reward states like New Hampshire that have done a good job insuring kids 
and penalize states that fail to meet enrollment goals. 

''My plan would put penalties on states that are doing a terrible job like Texas, just to pick an example, 
thanks to what the governor and the government is doing there," he said. George W. Bush, the 
Republican presidential front-runner, is governor of Texas. 

Gore also met with parents whose children are enrolled in the state's insurance program at the day care 
center, and urged them to describe how it has helped them. 

He held Terri Costin's infant daughter on his lap as the Seabrook woman related her family's struggle 
to obtain health care. She and her husband were covered by his employer, but his salary wasn't enough 
after their daughter was born, she said. 

Costin said she talces her daughter to a center that lets her pay for coverage on a sliding scale, and that 
the fami ly would be at a loss without it. "We had to give (our benefits) up so we could pay rent and 
put food on the table," she said. 

Meanwhile, Gore continued to criticize Bradley's health care proposal. Gore has said the $65 
billion-a-year plan would eat up the projected federal budget surplus. 

Bradley has proposed to let Americans buy into the health care plan offered to members of Congress 
and federal employees. Individuals and famil ies living at or near the poverty line would get subsidies 
to pay for the coverage. 

But Gore claimed Tuesday that Bradley was now capping the subsidies, which the vice president said 
would make health coverage unaffordable for too many Americans. 

J 
Bradley spokesman Eric Hauser said the cap was part of the former senator's original health care ) 
proposal and that Gore was wrong about the plan being changed. 

11/3/1999 9:19 AM 
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Bradley Plan Fiscally 
Irresponsible, Gore Charges 
· Politics: In a televised interview, the vice president steps up 
his attacks on his opponent. The challenger opens a new area 
of disagreement. 
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W ASHrNGTON--Vice President Al Gore broadened his 
offensive against Bill Bradley's health care plan Sunday, even 
as he looked to rebut criticism from his rival by releasing 
details of his own agenda's cost. . 

In a televised interview, Gore repeated his accusation that 
Bradley's plan would "throw fiscal responsibility to the 
winds" and he opened a new front by arguing that steps 
Bradley has taken to minimize the program's cost would 
undennine its effectiveness. 

Appearing separately on CBS-TV's "Face the Nation," 
Bradley dismissed Gore's charges, but sparked a new dispute 
between the contenders when he refused to rule out seeking 
an increase in the eligibility age for Social Security. 

The competing Gore and Bradley television 
interviews--coming just days after they appeared side by side 
for the first time at a New Hampshire town 
meeting--underscored the rising temperature in the 
Democratic race less than three months before the first voters 
go to the polls in Iowa in January. 

As in their New Hampshire encounter, the sharpest 
differences Sunday between the two contenders emerged over 
Bradley's health care plan. 

In September, Bradley proposed spending what he said 
would be $65 billion a year on a sweeping plan to provide 
coverage for many of the 44 million Americans without health 
insurance. Bradley's plan would guarantee health insurance 
for all children and provide coverage for potentially millions 
of uninsured adults by supplying them with subsidies to buy 
into the same health plan as federal workers. 

In the process, he would eliminate the Medicaid program 
for the poor and the Children's Health Insurance Program 
(ClliP) for the children of the working poor. 

Gore has proposed a more modest program that would 
expand the CH[P program to cover more children and as 
many as 7 million working adults. He also proposed tax 
credits for the uninsured and small businesses looking to 
cover their workers. 

On Sunday, Bradley said the distinctions between the two 
plans "most clearly" illustrate the broader differences between 
the two candidates. "It's a big problem; it deserves a big 
solution," he said. "I've offered that and I think he's been 
much more incremental in nature. So I think that would lead 
us to being very different kinds of presidents." 

On ABC-TV's "This Week," though, Gore repeated and 
intensified his criticism of Bradley's proposal. Gore again 
charged that the cost of Bradley's plan would chew up the 
entire expected budg~t surplus--precluding its use to 
strengthen Medicare. "If a Republican candidate had proposed 
eliminating Medicaid and taking away everything in the 
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surplus that's needed to fix Medicare, all Democrats would be 
up in anns," Gore insisted. 

Gore's charge that Bradley's plan would consume the entire 
surplus is based on a recent study by Kenneth E. Thorpe, an 
Emory University professor and fonner Clinton 
Administration official. Thorpe estimated Bradley's plan 
would cost $1.2 trillion over 10 years--almost twice Bradley's 
estimate. 

In the last few days, Bradley and his aides have argued that 
Thorpe's study overestimates the cost of their plan, in part 
because the proposal would provide adults no more than 
$1,800 each to purchase insurance through the federal 
workers' system. (Thorpe assumed a higher cost.) On ABC 
Sunday, Gore charged that the $1,800 cap on aid would 
undermine the Bradley plan's effectiveness because 90% of 
the insurance plans offered in the federal workers' system cost 
more than that. 

Capping the assistance at $ 1,800 would "severely reduce 
the number of people who are going to get coverage under 
Sen. Bradley's health care plan," charged Chris Lehane, 
Gore's campaign spokesman. "What started out as a universal 
health care plan is quickly unraveling." \ 

Bradley spokesman Eric Hauser acknowledged 'there mayi \/ 
be cases where [our proposal] doesn't fund every plan" but ' 
added, "it is a dramatic improvement over what is there now.' 
And, Hauser insisted: "it's more incumbent on the Gore 
campaign to explain why they are satisfied with such a small 
level of additional coverage [in their proposal) than to attack a 
plan that makes dramatic progress toward universal 
coverage." 

The two men also covered a range of other issues in their 
Sunday appearances. Among them: 

• Gore pledged that, as president, he would appoint 
Supreme Court justices who support legalized abortion, even 
though he said he would not apply a "litmus test" on the issue. 
"I am confident that without using a single case as a litmus 
test that there are ways to understand whether or not a 
potential nominee has an understanding of the Constitution 
that is consistent with mine," he said. 

• Bradley said that if he won the Democratic nomination 
he would ask President Clinton to campaign for him in the 
general election. "lfhe could help in some places I wouldn't 
hesitate to call him," he said. 

• Asked about raising the eligibility age for Social Security 
to 70--it's now 65 and slowly being raised over the next 
quarter century to 67--Bradley did not endorse the idea. But 
he refused to rule it out either. "My position is, the discussion 
should continue," he said. Lehane immediately denounced 
that statement, saying Gore unequivocally opposed raising the 
retirement age beyond 67. 

• Bradley said his top priorities for using the federal 
surplus would be expanding access to health insurance and 
reducing child poverty. He added: "Then I would look to 
dealing some with Social Security and reducing the national 
debt ... [and] keep up the possibility that there might be some 
money there for Medicare." 

After days of criticism from Bradley for not offering more 
specifics on the cost of his own agenda, Gore, meanwhile, 
announced Sunday he had posted on his campaign Web site a 
10-year budget plan. The document does not list the cost of 
each specific Gore initiative, but does say how much he 
would allocate over 10 years to broader categories, such as 
education, health care and defense. 

The document largely follows the Clinton administration's 
plan to allocate the $1 . l trillion operating budget surplus that 
the Office of Management and Budget expects the 
government to amass in the next decade. Like Clinton's plan, 
for instance, it would provide $374 billion from the surplus 
over the next decade to Medicare and another $127 billion for 
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increased defense spending. 
The key difference is that Gore would eliminate the $250 

billion Clinton proposed to spend over the next decade for 
Universal Savings Accounts-individual accounts government 
would subsidiz.e to help workers save for retirement. Gore 
applies that money toward his health care and education 
initiatives. 

6 Search the archives of the Los Angeles Times for similar 
stories about: Albert Jr Gore, George W Bush, Presidential 
Candidates, Pres1denttal Elections - 2000, PohticaT 
Campa1rs, Omted States - Bud~ets. 
You w1l not be charged to look or stories, only to retrieve 
one. 
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Gore, Bradley Both Eye Surplus 

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Bill Bradley tallies his " big idea" remedies for 
the poor and uninsured in billion-dollar bundles - $10 billion here, $65 
billion there. But will they, as rival Al Gore charges, blow the budget 
surplus, throw the national budget back into deficits or force higher 
taJCes? 

The vice president, in Wednesday's debate with Bradley, seized on an 
hours-old analysis by a former Clinton-Gore administration official 
putting the cost of Bradley's health plan at $1.2 trillion over 10 years -
more than the entire federal budget surplus and leaving nothing to shore 
up Medicare. 

" You're going to shred the social safety net," Gore told Bradley. 

Bradley, who generally dismisses Gore's more modest proposals as 
baby steps toward enormous problems, worked on his health proposal 
for two years and spent nine months running it by independent 
economists before giving it a $65 billion annual price tag. 

" We each have our own experts," he retorted. 

In fact, budget experts who discount all election-year calculations as • 
phony, said Bradley's proposals are no more budget busting than Gore's 
- only Gore has yet to say much about his costs. 

All told, Bradley has offered health, child care and anti-poverty 
programs that he estimates will cost a total of $78 billion a year. 

"They really are the taJC and spend twins," said Mark Miller, executive 
director of the Republican Leadership Council. 

In their race to be the Democrats' pick for president, the first modem 
presidential election set against budget surpluses instead of deficits, 
both have appealed to the party's liberal wing by offering expensive 
new programs: Gore's universal kindergarten, Bradley's universal health 
insurance, a promise by each to expand Medicare coverage to 
prescription drugs. 

Both have chosen the easy road to financing their programs, saying the 
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Both have chosen the easy road to financing their programs, saying the 
non-Social Security portion of the surplus - projected to be $1 trillion 
over the next decade - will cover the bills. 

"This is Alice-in-Wonderland-type math on both.sides," said Brookings 
Institution economist Isabel Sawhill. "It's very much a spitting match 
in which we're cloaking the debate in a false fiscal framework." 

Surplus projections are based on the assumption that Congress and the 
White House will stick to spending caps they set in 1997 but have 
blown every year since. 

"The chances of that surplus being there to allocate to new priorities is 
only slightly greater than the possibility that the ice cap will melt 
tomorrow and inundate us all," said former Congressional Budget 
Office director Robert Reischauer. 

In his effort to flatten Bradley's rise in polls, Gore has honed in on the 
former New Jersey senator's health plan as ''way excessive." But while 
the vice president held up as gospel half of the side-by-side cost 
analysis by Emory University professor Kenneth Thorpe, the 
administration veteran responsible for pricing the 1993 Clinton health 
plan, he ignored other Thorpe estimates: 

-That Gore's health plan will cost $312 billion over 10 years, or about 
$50 billion more than the cost Gore publicly assigned for the first time 
Wednesday night, and will yield just over 12 million newly insured 
Americans - far from the 40 million Gore claimed. 

"Both Bradley and Gore are going to suffer the vagaries of not being 
recise in outyears," Thorpe said. 

,d 
Analysts working with Bradley, including Stanford University 
economist Alan Garber, fault Thorpe's calculations for not taking 
account of subsidy caps, the reallocation of $23 billion that the federal 

, , ~ernment now spends on Medicaid, and other fine details. 

2 of3 

ecnnological advances will also yield lower costs, said Margy 
Heldring, Bradley's top health policy adviser. 

"As we increasingly learn how to get the right treatment to the right 
people at the right time - and to put serious investment into prevention, 
in helping people to get and stay healthy - there are savings to be had," 
she said. 

Bradley's plan would eliminate Medicaid and give poor people 
government subsidies to buy into federal workers' health plans or 
purchase private insurance. Additionally, every American would be 
able to deduct from their taxable income whatever they pay in 
premiums. 

Using existing programs, Gore proposes to expand health coverage for 
children and parents without guarantees. Both candidates offer 
Medicare coverage for prescription drugs. 

Robert Greenstein, director of the liberal Center for Budget and Policy 
Priorities, said a look at each candidate's record shows "neither of them 
had a history in the Senate of putting together big expensive things that 
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The Bradley Health Care Proposal 

America's Health and America's System of Health 
Care 

Bill Bradley's health care proposal is designed to revitalize 
America's approach to improving the health of its people. Its 
ultimate goal is to achieve the best possible health for all 
Americans, for their families and their communities. As a vital 
support for good health, the Bradley proposal calls for a fairer, 
simpler, and more effective system of health care. The Bradley 
proposal intends to restore trust in America's health care system. 

The Health Care Proposal from 
Bill Bradley addresses the fact 
that there are 45 million 
Americans who are living 
without health care insurance 
and, thus, lack dependable 
access to essential health care 
services. It further addresses 
the quality of health care. The 
proposal 1s simple, fair, and 
comprehensive. It begins a 
national conversation on health 
care. It keeps what works for 
many Americans, while 
streamlining the parts of the 
system that are unnecessarily 
complex or inequitable. It 
clarifies federal and state roles 
by mainstreaming Medicaid into 
the private systems available to 
all Americans. It draws upon the 
strengths of both the public and 
private sectors. It recognizes 
that private health care will be 
the backbone of our health care 

"The Bradley health plan is a 
sound economic plan built on 
reasonable assumptions. The 
plan will increase insurance 

covera$e without mandates or 
disruption in the labor market. 

The estimates of the plan's 
costs are reasonable, built on 
assumptions and techniques 
long used in the government 

and private sector. Those who 
have attacked the plan's costs 

are making fundamental 
errors." 
- David M. · Cutler, 

Professor of Economics, 
Department o/Economics and 

Kennedy School of 
Government, 

Harvard University 

system. It views health care as a shared priority and encourages 
individuals, families and communities, the private sector, and 
government to share the responsibility of improving health and 
health care. It invites America's public health system to be a 
primary catalyst of this movement and it will take vigorous steps to 
help contain health care costs. 

The Bradley Proposal: 

• Gives all Americans access to affordable health care 

• Guarantees all children health care insurance 

• Preserves Medicare and expands it with an optional 
prescription drug benefit for all seniors 

• Creates a Medicare option for home and community-based 
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coordinated care systems that is based on successful 
demonstration projects 

• Invests in public health and prevention 

Goals of the Bradley proposal are: 

• Increase access, choice, affordability, and quality of care 
for all Americans 

• Improve protections for patients and a consumer's right to 
know 

• Maintain current insurance coverage systems that work for 
many people 

• Build new approaches to health care so that people are no 
longer disadvantaged by race, ethnicity, gender, income, 
geography or health status 

• Require access to equitable mental health services 

First Stage • Children (Birth-18) 

The Bradley proposal invests in 
the nation's children by 
requiring that all children be 
covered by health insurance 
from birth. In the Bradley 
proposal, there are two ways to 
insure children: 

• enrollment in their 
parents' coverage 

''Health care interests have 
always sought a proposal that 
is simple, fair, comprehensive 
-- and realistic. What Senator 
Bradley has proposed is that 
solution. It recognizes that 

health care is a shared priority 
among individuals, families, 

and communities, and private 
sector and government." 

- Bernard Tresnowski, retired 
President & CEO of the 

national Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield Assocation 

• enrollment in new 
federally-approved 
private insurance plans 
for children or families. 
These plans either 
currently exist or will 
develop under the 
Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP). 

Parents will select the health care plan for their children. 

• For children living in households with annual incomes 
under $32,800 for a family of four, the Bradley proposal will 
ensure that full premium payments ($1200 per child) are 
made to the federally-approved health care plan that 
parents select. 

• The subsidy depends only on income. This means that the 
same subsidy applies to children living in households 
under $32,800 for a family of four, even if they remain in 
their parents' employer-sponsored or other kind of 
insurance coverage. 

• For children living in households with annual incomes 
between $32,800 (for a family of four) and $49,200 (for a 
family of four), the selected health plan will re_ceive a 
graduated portion of the full premium payment. 

• All health care insurance premiums will be excluded from 
income, allowing everyone to have a tax break similar to 
the one provided to people with employer-provided 
insurance. This will be available whether you itemize or 
not. 
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• Children enrolled in Medicaid and/or CHIP will be fully 
subsidized under this new program. 

• A national public-private commission that includes 
consumers will determine a comprehensive benefits 
package that will be similar to Medicaid benefits in most 
States. 

The Bradley proposal will guarantee that 84% of the nation's 
currently 11 million uninsured children will receive either a full or 
partial subsidy. Parents of the remaining 16% will receive 
assistance through a tax break. 

Second Stage -Adults (19-64) 

The Bradley proposal assures 
access to affordable health care 
insurance for all adult 
Americans. The proposal 
creates new choices for those 
who are uninsured, those who 
find it difficult to obtain 
individual health insurance, the 
self-employed, or those who are 
dissatisfied with their current 
coverage. This proposal reflects 
the changing face of work and 
families in America. The 
keynotes of the proposal are 
choice and portability. It 
respects the importance of the 
employer-based system, while 
recognizing the increasing need 
for complementary systems. 

All adults will have two options 
for their health care insurance: 

"Bill Bradley's proposal 
builds upon the best our 

health care system has to offer 
and recognizes the 

weaknesses within it that must 
be changed. I applaud him for 

bringing forth a 
comprehensive proposal when 
it is not the politically correct 
thing to do. Once again, he is 

focusing on the issues that 
really need attention." 

- Dr. Ron Anderson, 
President & CEO, Parkview 
Memorial Hospital, Dallas, 

Texas and Chairman, Board 
of Trustees, Texas Hospital 

Association 

• continue to participate in their current coverage, 

• or participate, at group rates, in the various private 
insurance plans currently available to Members of 
Congress and 9 million federal employees around the 
country. This is known as the Federal Employees Health 
Benefits Program (FEHBP). A special needs pool will be 
established to assist those with greater than usual health 
care needs. 

The Bradley proposal: 

• Provides that for all adults with annual incomes below 
$16,400 (for a family of four) and for all current Medicaid 
participants, full annual premium payments ($1800 per 
adult and up to $5000 per family) will be made to the plan 
selected. 

• Provides that for all adults in families with annual incomes 
between $16,400 and $32,800 (for a family of four), partial 
premium payments will be made on a graduated basis to 
the plan selected. 

• The subsidy of the adult's out-of-pocket cost of insurance 
depends only on income. That means it applies to eligible 
adults whether they obtain insurance through their 
employer, another means, or with participation in the 
federal employees program. 

• All health care Insurance premiums will be excluded from 
income, allowing everyone to have a tax break similar to 
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the one provided to people with employer-provided 
insurance. This will be available whether you itemize or 
not. 

• Retains the employer tax exclusion for health care benefits. 

• Fully subsidizes prenatal care for all pregnant women with 
annual family incomes up to $32,800 (for a family of four). 

Third Stage - Medicare - Seniors (65+) 

Medicare remains a federal 
guarantee at age 65. The 
Bradley proposal offers a new 
prescription drug benefit and 
creates a program of 
community and home-based 
coordinated care for more 
seniors. This program, which 
builds on successful Medicare 
demonstration projects, 
integrates medical and social 
services to help the elderly 
remain in their homes and 
communities. With these, family 
caregivers will no longer have 
to shoulder their burden alone. 
States will assume 
responsibility for institutional 
long-term care and assisting 
low-income elderly with their 
Medicare cost-sharing. The 
Federal government will 
maintain support for this effort. 

The Bradley proposal: 

"Finally, a plan to provide all 
Americans with access to 

health care that's 
economically sound, 

politically feasible, and 
consistent with American 

values. Senator Bradley's life 
stage approach provides us 

with a clear and sensible path 
from where we are to where 

we need to be. Equally 
important, be recoginizes that 
in a mobile world, our public 

health needs revitalization and 
strengthening." 

-- John Rodat, President, 
Signalhealth, 

Delmar, New York 

• Adds an optional prescription drug benefit with a $500 
deductible, $25 monthly premium and a 25% copay; 
encourages use of generic drugs whenever appropriate 

• Uses pharmacy benefit managers to assure efficiencies 
and to provide education about the appropriate use of 
medications 

• Expands the opportunities to join community care systems 

Public Health/America's Health 

The Bradley proposal relies on 
a broad understanding of what 
creates health. Many factors are 
involved. These include 
genetics, exposure to viruses, 
toxins and bacteria, 
environment, behavior and 
lifestyle, community, even 
income inequality. 

The Bradley proposal 
invigorates the public health 
system to collaborate with 
states and local communities to: 

• Strengthen the public 
health infrastructure 

"The ~t part of the 
Bradl~y'proposal is its focus 
on in~~t in preventi~n, 
commumty-based strategies, 
and the array of factors that 

create good health in the first 
· placc~,Glearly; Bill Bradley 

understands the issues of 
health and health care. This is 
all the more evident in the life 

stage approach he's 
developed." 

- Tyler Norris, Executive 
Director, Coalition for 

:¥.~#,~~ Commr.tnities, 
· Boulder, Cc1o.rado • Create healthy 

environments for the 21st 
century 

• Emphasize health education in traditional and innovative 
ways with the Internet 
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Program Costs 

Annual total program costs: $55-65 Billion 

{Estimated costs by category) 

Subsidies for premium support: $38 - 46 Billion 

$5 - 7 Billion 

$10 Billion 

$2 Billion 

Tax cut: 

Prescription Drug Benefit: 

Public Health: 

These cost estimates do not 
include savings from the 
application of information 
technologies to medical 
payments and records or from 
the appropriate reduction in 
practice variation. Estimated 
savings from these and other 
cost-containment measures in 
the proposal are $30 billion. 

.;1•1• 

BIii Bradley for President, Inc. 
395 Pleasant Valley Way 
West Orange, NJ 07052 
973-731-2100 
888-643-9799 

I 

"The Bradley plan is based 
on reasonable assumptions 

about the cost of purchasing 
health insurance through the 

Federal Employee Health 
Benefits Program. Some of 

the attacks on cost have been 
based on the assumption that 

the subsidy will cover far 
more expensive plans than the 

Senator proposes." 

-Alan M. Garber, M.D., 
Professor of Medicine, 
Economics and Health 

Research and Policy, 
Stanford University 

This Is the only official web site of the Bill Bradley for President Committee. While 
other web sites might advocate Bill Bradley's election or the defeat of other 
candidates, and while they might contain links to this site or republish information or 
materials that we have made available to the general public, they are not authorized 
by the Bill Bradley for President Committee, nor have they been coordinated in any 
way with the Bill Bradley for President campaign. 

c---
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• out o elclcrly · ,r,uc living ill tbe kind of~ tba! them 

· ftmn . even the ba.m • in:mm of bealtbcans. Lyndon•• JdimDD pj up the 
reins of ;i and cremod · care, tbc m.o,t successful mcaical ptosmm ~ 
histoly. ~~ Nlxon~c:c:1 the HMO act or 1972. ·: · 

't 4 "', Iii ·1~ Cllnk>b ~~ to provide healtbmmmcekoi-111 : . · 
tbat *failed. But tb pn,blems that called 'faith lbai ofrort'ha-tc not ' d. 
Am ft ls ro uy apb:l 7. m a~ way. ·; . : , 

• • I > ','\ ._...,.. -,i<~ ...... I • 

'Jho ~1-led ftom · · ' 'ca ot!lle past, ud the ... ti,:opie brJJ mid mo 
· a;l'oDg Iba ~ valuable · today. . : ; I ; 

~ . . + ' • ! . 
• " • J ~ not want a Jb ~ syJtem comroJJed flonu~ ~ by a · . 

~~ -· . . . 
' ~ ~. :,· ~.,,..:'I ... , . ~· : · )~ •. ,,,. •. ~u. ~~.: ~ .c"cms~· · ·,; ... ioi , .. .. 

•• • , ·') ( ,t_ ·'-,:r ~ •.-· N-'I' r• ~,)-~ V , • qua( Cy I 

' 3951'hmallt · · • av lll•O•~ NewJ • 07ll5'l 
' • -----·· . ... ~_, ilf!I~ ~~ --~ 

• I f n1-: ~1-(ZlOI;- ~/ah= unr, ,.,.~ I 
: j• -~ I ~ • 

~~J.i .. _,.. __ ._ fMl1tJ'.•BrwUIJ',_"'9Uel'9t.c. I +· 
~•&Ill ,BIIBndlqfal'Pralllfltt.lae.aaa&~dedu 

I I • : 
' • I . I - -
, I 
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l ,· .: • I• 

I I ,. 
· ' , . I 

~~donotwantio t doaiedtbcirright10cboo.selholr~or~~Dllof 
tbeirue,#ent. '· 11 

In J 986ej ;; one told me ru tcform conld never be achieved bee~ there'.~~ 
many o g intcrcst$. *istened to all those interests, and ,cvcnm\ally I u~trstood 
their c:o . A Shott VI. le laccrr Ule common ground WC cst&bJisllcd ~inro Che 
,u reto~!tbat everyone d was unachievable. Improvin& our:liea)~ $)'$tCm will 
n:quue .. &imilu proc:&$$. . ! 

', . . j ' 

Before ,~ng a prosr,m ~~s.s. we will g)nauJ.t tbe c:d~ and • ' 1of all 
~atti~ in _the cnt~ of ~ericm health. Wt will~ ~ obi:, ,ans and 
draMI UP4r,J;S1 their ex knowing that DO OM bas all the IDS'!"Cl1, A.ad,' , aJl, We 
will listea'~ prospective p eats. · · 

The comp~ of this pro iril1 change as Che voices of~ are!bard. :E/, be 
Viewed as.a staztin&' point, at a final plan, I know that maldtig bealjhcare a le to all 
will not &c!i easy. But the di culty is a challeoge, nor a reason ra avQid en,a, DL 

. : . : 
I • • 

The dddlelbf the anc;ieat clc at Delphi was, "What goes an four ~rs ai d~ two Jcp 
at noon. and~ le,, at r Tho aniWCt, of course. u all of \If. We. cn'f'l at binh, 
we walk as ~ts, a?ld so ·ines WC use I cane as we qo. i 

The prop~ I will offcr~y deals wnb Americans at chcse'tbtee ¥tical. of life: 
ar dawn, at! noon. and at t. . : 

• ' • I 

t 11n sgpE· g a different ~ach to health cue-one for~ s~ of llfje~ ~ 
mfaocy co Jd age. For as ~ Jcnc,w, the proble:ais at each su;c are dlffcremJ alU1 

. . solntfoo.s, fit the pio'b!i . 

' 
~¥,-~~forchildreA, Th=iioomaresiwms ' · :era 
socior.y that it lets Jrs • dreD lDsufsh in paln err i1Iac51. Yot id d>c our 
lt'e&l • • mere are 1 nullion children who 10 whhaut mid~~ tt:emscthefr 
~C af!ordiL · ' . ' 

.. ' . 
deftmt111D m. pdud of.pmomlrespoasibility allowsv_ta blama.~ 

, provide mec:IICIJ care. Eva,. lhe hanbest ~Im or an4!w'.na 
bydirDJoisbiq pesctliW£ofourchildrm.wetreoui:lftliJt1 fatma 

-~>r.llfifthenadon. ll ISOljust&nietapbarrauytbatow~m . ~ It 
ltlldl. Tbey are citizem. the wotkm, dlC ~ df · : 

! ' : 
I I o I' 

I ~ • . ~ 391 Jatgg,at aDey ~ay, W•Oraa-. ._ l-,q 07i52 
· - -· 73wuo FlcSfad'II: cm)~ 

I , 5 

.. •e,t,JJlbaknm : , 
! 1 i ! . 

I • • 'l fOJ'bJ Blq Bndlt1 for Pnlldmt, be. . I 1 

o.\~uorllfts B81Bndlqfor~.._.t,r.c.art(ft0t~tlc.t~ 
~ • • I I ' 

f I I ' 

, : I 1' ' . 
I 1 I f :. I i: 

' L • I I 
t ' 
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I, I 

I • 

•j: 
• • I Nearly..: · I . . ·J 

.that kind ot commitmcm to our tcnkir cit~. we 
·--- t was simple: beeltbcare for the eJdetbl . u a eo: 

natio: 

Now wqm· ' eel to make a si arcomn,itmeDt to our clrfJdRn- That ~lli is olsa 
simple: child in this rry will be without health insurance. Because ir ihlldreu 
are our : :· onal future. the bulth,are must be a federal mpoauoliity. AI¢ : those 
who gy\: : can't afford to o du•, I 11\SWOI': Wu,.._',t aftbrd,nat '°'. tr Ille> 

l~· we enroll~ ry child in·a healt:h insunnce program f1'0ID the~ of 
birth. • 11.ment will be respoosibUity of the paren~ Jun as ~ud De¥! ~j .' ts inusr 
till out lrtb certitic:atc a.social security card befoic leaving the t,ospit:hl' these 
parents mpu also enroll th IJC'\\f child in a health care plan. . : I 
I doi>'t ~ this u on or 'difficult. Inmon stms, we caa'i ddye a ne~ ~ home 
from an ,+o dcalemdp wi ~r signuig up fur i.asunlnce. Should• have a 2Fer 
•••~mir~~t forthe most uable and cherished Addition to our livel? . ·. • ...,- -., . ·1 

Under Jjproposal ~ woold be able to choose 1he fomiof~a,ufJk want for 
their~ by keeping wuraDCC COY~ mey already have, pr by~ OM Of 
the privattdnsunmca pl,ans or child.rei, that will be developed~ the ~thcalc 
system~ seivcs all fedlet41 employees. , 1 •, • 

Since tin ......... :.,,..,. cJi!1cl, ft 111D&t 1111b It~ lnr.vJ ~Y"' 
aff'oid it:: q;ut we do t.brau-Jl retundable tax credits fdr lbe pt,or anoirilame class 
and by , uding premium ™"'m~ts from income fotall ~. The~ we 
help all is because children. are impo&nt to the fumte. ; 

, • •I, 
I I • • C 
•J.t I l 

Par~ bctWCcn the of 19 and 64. I~ u, make k easlet --
~ aadto purchase i F.or those whom now imwed amf lllisficd 
plw. ~ mouldCDllrlO- BUt not aU Amcdcam are 10 lad:)'. ~y: •; 
cmplay~ot afford tb insurance for tlwftsdves or~ ~loyees., _ -~--.. peapie,. Wdl) ODCC oy~ fia.d rhermdva ~f&Cd as·~ ~u,n; 
nhoot lleal!b benefits. ~ .... - can't pay the cast of Insurance. &VIQ:ln0UP ~•ie 
abovethe1~\)0~ ·· · · · , 

. . . ' 

For:~; in~ adults, qgesi ~ mate iAsmara mare accestible by,!•~--..... · 
lbem. to JD one of tbc pfvatc p)am DOW avaiJabJo 0QJy tq ~f~ 
~ olberfederalf$:Dploycc:S. • . ·. 

,~;, C:'., •~•1,.-, !,_i~t"-', ·1' • . : I 

Thmew"·~· Ea~~-- ~•-~- !~•· be. : . aRlmldahlem . ' Jacome, 
aiaill ,...,.,, . -~_!~;:f-dielr " tnu. 
Wbca-_~,&1""•- · , or "1tJ"i- ·tti ...-~ iiwliave. . 

• • I ~-~ • , ~,o,.,~•.,.. ..... ~~ a.,,_., ~• • 
· . , 395Pl1!11,111t ,,w.,..w•~.,.1--, , 6 

, Plloaa nJ> '31-2100 Fwwdlt< (973) : 

,; i . . Mnf.bllQ,nf!Mft j ~ · ; . 
,' • • • I • 4-.. ... . .....,.,.,.~--~ ...... : bf BDBndllJ for 1-dlclell1.lae. i , • • , 
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: '1 • 
• • I I 

I, il . : I 
· · e::nands ~Ian· individuals o~ iax bcn&fitS whlob are put of-the emplo~i 't,ascd 

,, • I 
sy5tcm. •, 1' 1 • • I . !Ei: . . . ·I 
With tbil ach. health will become portable, which ~s iou will · . able to 
~it , jobtojob. fro dcytocity. Yoowcn'tbave10~ln•job~n'tMnt 
in order \guarantee your t:b insurance. . · 

No mat«l.!~ pla11 you ooie. it~ come witb al'aliC'!tSiBill;of * & 
. I, ~ht to Know 'lision. And if you daD't like yoir msaranu . y. )'otl 
am~ and you don haw lO woay about them firing you. 

' . 
• • J . • • 

I~ as v/ F.t fortify oiure by ~lpiag Che youoaest am~nc ~ ; ft muh honor our 
past by . . g our commi ts to our oldest citizens, We ba~ already dobb,so. 
tbrou.gb . care. the mos suc:cess!ul public health insuruce pn>P,D1 in ~ 
histozy. . ~ Jteed te dl1! program betTUby ~~ :it1:011nclud4~ of 
pres · i:>,'. drugs, with ~cric ·drugs being the first choice of niedkation ~ 
possible. J :: 

,· I I • • ; • 

plaos · not only · de healthcare bot allow chem to rcmaill in~ 
In additi ' hwe abould ea,: rage Ill< eldony, mro,w, Mcdiclie J!'IYni~ balth 

homes. . . will reduee econonue·and psywological burden on fami1y ben. 
e • · costs of iasti · ouJ ~ 8lUf eive our o1dct ci=em die . 1 

to 
spend th ~!remaining years ong the'people aa.d pllccs lhey kaow~d love,-~ among 
tboae~4nowa&tlove · •· 

Heal~i$ something we . from p.rofessionals. But c:ariDJ ;~ your be••bt.~ 
mo.st a1J do owsel~ as lndividoals and coqrmaaides. Jfd.b~ rule of medidDc= do no~ first rate of health is to care for yoarselt. ~ -bbalth Is 

lMltjUSt , teeovedng III illn&, il is tbe tn~lcdge aad l&eJnafccl~t 
pmcats illoc:ss fmm ' in~~ pJ~. 1 

I I • I 

Ida !:.i' :.::.011 cu,'IF-twopad:s tda, lorlldlt)I ~ and hsuit,k,scd by lual Seatbelts and pri)pa"nutrition. aa!e '"1111 ~c:es -.S~ 
~ ~ _. . . • 'bility o indlviduals. But we can· all help each arhtr iQ ntcdq _out 

I . 
Wbea It~ to 1he 
be die sa:W to p&OIDO~ 

oar cominua&ies, ~ siu does:not &:~ bet tig()ll will 
~ lifoslyJc. • • I '. 

, 1 

'.I 
~ . 
C I 

. ~--' . Paid 

: Cea orllta 
. l I 

. , I . 

F i 

• I 

be about• sblffd ,:csponsU,illty -:_~ ~~ Are 
jDSt about being all~ tt~ ~~ well. '. . 

. I 
. ' 

• ( 1 .. 

Way, ,W-Orap.~,..,.~ 
731·2JOO F ...... (ffl).~ ; 

, Pffl!'•bllJla.dlFftW I 

i I 
I 

• I 

1 

• • • • I 
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This lif~.
1
~ i\ ~ wi .ii.,., the three pans of our .JO di> what J do bocL 

The pri~ sector wjil do t it does b~ - provide bcallhcate msmance 
Co~ grpajt;:,rions communities will do what die)' do best-
st.toag · orlc5 locally to I rolid~ good health for Americans . .Aad'gov~ 
what it 

1 .a fundamcntll ponsibility co do - pn,ccct the Wtell bcbiJ of itS , 

Tbat•s ~~1~roposaL . · ·. : : I' 

•·I' I 1·~ev : 'lis im:spocsiblc cnmmir to new programs without ~n, 
1 ~ 

before . i J>ab!ic so lbat w can doc!de ll>Codlot bow to pay far cJ. The. tbcarc 
s · · I bavc comul e6timarc that my p.tl>posals will cosr 535; .. $45 ~ · for 
children '. . adults, S 10 · !or drug l>enefi~ for the elderly, $6.S bill:'j,;+: tax 
exclusi ~, $2 billion for blic health initiati~ That is a great deal of y. but a 
camp~ ~sal witho~a price tag ls just another politician's~ I 
Widt ~ .... 0 uew iechnologics, W0 Me alreody findln~ """' 

0

:laviD1I 
wi~dJ,~. We m t st~p out of the old box that says dtber we raise or cm 
benefits ~

4Ptder to ·control costs. Instead. ~ need to thtuk most aeatively a how to 
use CU1 •I• onrces. u~ that of me n)Ugbly Sl trillion spent~ in 1998, 
$250 · , at: ~atf:d to d,elivery i:,f unnecessary cue. rcdopdaDt tests. ~d Che 
eu.essi 1$Sa1im:Sttll ve co . · . 

Jlmtln• ff oru1v,1,..., the ~-replaces all ddling c;a~ ~ ~k .-· 
fuJaginc ~ ,t,orJd ~her~ the b of retrieving informllioa is oear .zerti. ! ·: 

. ~ . •1 I ; ' • 

lmas:,oine l ~orld where d have iood data. llld make decisions ~at are : da 
eco~ prudent and inl~ally valuable. · : : 1 · 

Imagine~ future -where · earo ·cos~ will be nmch law.er~ · ; 1 ·. 
} h . ~· 

In 1996. ·; piw5 ud aoc~ spe= $30-550 billion trying co,aeipalil and · 1 • 
• 'allodler ~,a.;iO billion tryiDI DOt (0 pay. ~ ~- . 2 

to 3 .. : day on 1be PIIOI~ ?coking f'br approval to prcmde call, · a 
dcdslan. . inqamng about . ' Jt is~~ ~,o IDd 
moaey Oliit=nmmel and .pmolU.jU~ to aiay 011 top of Ill the~ 

~ CormD0n ~ ~tedmology.candlaagethis. . . . ~ ] 
'Img_!d-..• wa= and admbd!ra.slvc casts 111 add up ID~ S300 . . ()qr 
~ ~ '!l4.f05l .bffllCCll S50 and S65 billi0a to mm sum 95'1 of an , -
IMve·bciJ11RD1U1~e. , . 
. .;,- . \ .- ;.J ; , ' . . . 

Wewi'~ ~iJit . . i I 

·r ~ • .... er w.,, WestOrup,., J ... fflSZ , •. 
r. .~ PIIOM! 7314100 F-aia,11,e: (m) ~ I 

:•! :, • !!n-httn,radJ!!,91111 i 
I I 

.h ~~ fu "'BIii Bl'tldkf f• floeddmt, be;, ; 
~•clfts Bmlh-6JferPrtfWeat,w.areno&ta~le. 

,, I l I ' 
• I 
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I dlink : · 1 tbcart as a I invesunw - in our p,oductiviiy and bur IJ'Q~, But I do 
not j · t a.s only an inv tmeqt. I ask for it u •. fulfiJlincr,t cttij aa,t~· & 
teSJ)OCsi .• ·ty to its ~ in tho belief tb,at m this COUlltlY of s~ ?.t and 
unewn wealth. no a · should be denied die chance to seetjbelp · 1 -not 
as long .~I~ have hc:Jp to give. . · : \ · 
I've~ in Jbis eampai I ~ the imponece of govenmieAI do~" fcw

0

~g thin,s 
well. it comes to lf)Ca', health, lhls is not the time!r.o be timid. ~ ~ulres bo1d 
action~~ national · iment, from the Prcsidem on do-.ai, .to ~~that 
C\'C?Y A ., . · b,as wbar s ould be a basic bjnhrlgbt. It is &Hout •~o we • ~ a people 
and a a.a46p. tnd wbat WC bcco~ . . ; . . 

I• • 

Ouri11g ttJIGrca1 Deprwio • when chc people of my home.• in ~issourj ! ere 
·atwous a.1:l~m the health of~ankii)g 1ystem. l'Q)' father- dae smai1 town•~ -
woulds~ up pile$ of cas in:the bank's glass wmdow to ~SSW'e ~ pcopJc10f lhe 
town lha1: ~ bank had pro d their deposits. We mwt reassure p~lc ta8'Y, that 
liealihean:j~U be there for when.they need iL And likeiJny ~ . whc, {ever 
foreclosct;l1pn a mon&agc;;·. lhe dcpreufon, I WIDI to wore Ardcricacs ~tbcir 
dreams cf ij betrcr life for elves and tbeu chlldten wm ""be ~losc:d'~ly 
because th¢.Y can't afford tbcare. Tbat ls my COl!m\OA SCQSe ~ for tti1:1America 
ofthe-ae,a,i~lleuium. ltce happen. . : 

-Abrabam~~ tausbt5S "me ltlfti=D objoctof ao~ ls m dq (pr a . 
CGmllllllli\Y1Df p,cplc w .they need u, baYc clcae, boc .-E ~~ 10 
well do. ~ theinsel ves in :••pantc aad wlividual caped~es." for~m is a 
J~ f.nd a rie0cs~-=fprtbe govemmcnt which ha&~ ~ seive me 
~le. ~uadertatiac · wk M have the oppoetuaLIJ to d" ~ t0 that 
"pursuit o11bappiQess" 1llbi is me uualienablo rich& of oveiy bcina. 

I • • 

· I I ' 
Iefferson wrdce those words huo the Dcdanrion of lltdcP=:!!, pcl&her 

be nora. who .gatberecl 'th blm ia that PeusylvmP ~Cl' mal,f ca~ Oil tbat 
theil' of sparse and wed colaoles woold ~~==of 
mmc'cif. ~~~:dw~ _tJ(y~:::r:::zdon has~~ Ls~., .... ~~·- = Of, ., • IP pn,tect ttsose it,Jis ca wliida -~ · :newborn 

nation. ~cannow .weshoufddoncw,sothat,a,e,like [wboll: 
before. can \,xtead and cnJ e die ccmteat of Amedcan libcny- . · 

I ~ . XXX I 

,:1• I • - -

' ' • I • 

1139!,PI...-V. ' Way,WaaOne,Hew_, 
' . _Pbone: 1Sl~OO Ftcllah• (ffl) ~: 

· 1 05J,fflhm)ey,a 
I • . : u.. . Paid aa; b7Bi11 Bndle., for Pn..._mcltai.,._t. lac. 

eaa,,_-11omorc1tts iUia.llcyt«l'r«IHellt.lac.ue11e1t 
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. A Bl•Care Proposal from llijl Jrlldley 
Am:ric,l/,'~ &!lib agd Lea's Sysr.em,offfcaJ!I! Cue : . :i 

rl= 
·, 

Bill B~~·s health care al is dwgned to revitalia ADJerica'~ ~ ,a:, improving 
the h~~:t:~fits people.. Jls ate goal Is co achieve the bestpcwblc he~" for all 
Anwic111$,•for ~ faroiUr_l tnd their commuaities. As a~ S1JPP9ff for I health, the 
Bradley ~,rpsal calls !or a ,air.er. simpler, and mocc cffectiv~ •~ cf 1ft care. The 
Bradley proposal intends to~ trust in America's health care sysiom- 1 

' . 
The Hcal~'Care Pt0posal Bill Bradley addresses the fad mat ~ere m ; million 
Anaie-.lwho are living d1oUt heallh cue Insurance and, Illus, 1.t., 1 

le scesa to 
essential ~rh care 5UYiee . lt further addresses the quality or~ care. . proposal is 
simple, !~, and eo~vc. It begins a national convmsatian ~ bcalth It keep, 
what work, for many ~s. while $treamlining uie piru of cbe ,ystcrn arc 
unneces~y complex or l~itable. Ic clarifies fcdenl and stare ~•c by IStreaming 
M.edicaldiiJlto the privato sY$t=S available to all Americans. k draws upoo . strengths of 
both tbe P,u'bli~ and privaie &):CU,rs. Ii recognizes that pd.Vite he.11th care WiU · tbe 
backbonc:af our health Qare yaiem. n views health care as a ~ priority 
iiull~ bmllfes 2nd ~wuniucs;mc privaa: ICCtOr, and ,OVCIIIJIINl ta 
respons~ti,y of~ tb IDd beabb c:~. It mvn. Aamtid1 public J,loalth systm 
io b~ a primry camlyst o( movement and it will take vigaumus ~ to,lleJp conmtn 
htallb ~sts. 1 

; . I. 

The BndJg ~posal: I • ·I 
>, Gi.'v~'.'1i Americans accp.s. ,to atfordable hcsalds care , ,, 
►. ~a$ebildren~~~ins=ence : . 
►. ~ Mcclicarc aad pands it wilh an optional p~pwm f:lrug ~ for all 

~ · . . i . :·I 
►. ~aMcdicue · n~hometndcommunit)'-basedcocnlurcd~systemsthat 
ii~ OD SUcusstal d$!ll0nllttaDA:,U projects : · 

► IAvest&.fn public beaJiJ1 prcvectioJa ·I 
\ . ' 

I • 
' . 

Goals of 6 Bradley pnpOAJ : ·' 
► ~ aeets&, cbol Jtfm!rrl&lh' • , 111d quality of CIR (or all~, 
► bprc# protecti im;cms d a ccmumets rfpt to'.kziow ; 
),' Miwnafp t:m:reat ,11:tWi~ 1,-m tbai wmt~· . le~ 
► B .,,.,.~ mt ' ' . ,.,.. . ' ... 

E ~ '!• ~ i~a .-8:0 •Mlt'-~-no~diiad by~ 
~. , .. odiilih atams ! . 

► aa:a.1 U, ~~l~lliltlMll'!ill ' t.'11" iii~ f 
. . • . : ,I 

I 

• I 

' • 

· -.J. V.U.,~q, WatOnap,Nta,bmf ~ : ! . :S 
· (ffl)~~ao rec,cm111t(ffl)~ 
' !!P'.'MfflbtaclJtURm , • 

t'orb811 ..., .. fl:1 U D t.fal. . ..... .., ... Pfftid,m,llac.•--....... 
I •1 
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,, alr ' ,. 
~ - Chlldrenenata1~18} · ~ · :; 

Tho srad{e . .t ;; proposal investl in·tbc uuon' s children by requiri!l~ ~ all c~l)~ be covcrtd 
by bcalth,i,alsUiancc from b' , th rM Bradley proposal. mere.are cw~ "'Y' tb 1~ 
children; : !: · · · 

► ~~nt itl their p • coverage : ; '. : 
► ~t in new fcdc ly-approved private wurancc ~ for~~ o~ fa.m.ili.es , 

TbesefjJao.s either tly' e~t or will develop under the~ F.mpJij~ Health 
· Ben~ Program ( P). . : . 

Pormts ;➔ nlla th• h,oJ ~ p!a,,:Ji,r tl,,ir dil/dr,n. ; i ; ·. 
It l I • 

> For c~ living in hopiobol~ with annual incomes •dcr;S32!soo ~altamity 0! 
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"Yes, Elian, someday all this will be yours ... " 

PERSPECTIVE ON HEALTH CARE 

Bradley's Plan Is a Loss for Seniors 
His proposal to shift 
the burden of long· 
term care to the states 
leaves problems 
unsolved. 

cost of long-term care on 
their own. "The feds would 
love to get rid of long-term 
care, because it is the 
800-pound gorilla of social 
problems," explains Stephen 
A. Moses, president of the 
Center for Long-Tenn Care 
Financing, a senior advocacy 
group in SeatUe. Moses ex· 
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real breakthroughs in the past decade. 
The plan removes the poor from state 
Medicaid programs and "mainstreams" 
them into the Federal Employee 
Health Benefit Program, which cur· 
rently offers federal workers and mem· 
bers of Congress a choice of commer­
cial health plans. Many state officials 
consider the proposal naive. Commer· 
cial plans are reluctant to adapt to 
Medicaid patie~ts' needs. These p!a~s 
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By IETSY McCAUQHEY ROIS 

F or weeks, presidential contender 
Bill Bradley's health plan has 

· been hailed as a big, bold altema· 
tive to fellow Democrat Al Gore's 
timid, piecemeal refonn. Newsweek 
called Bradley "an intellectual who is 
not afraid to think big." Big ideas de­
mand scrutiny. 

Most people assume that seniors are 
covered by Medicare, the federal pro­
gram for the elderly. But Medicare 
doesn't pay for long-tenn care beyond 
a few days. The average stay in a nurs­
ing home is well over two years and 
costs about $41,000 a year. Few seniors 
have the money to pay or the long­
tenn care insurance to cover it. The 
only safety net for them ls Medicaid, a 
federal/ state health program for the 
poor. Bradley's proposal would elimi· 
nate federal support for seniors in nurs­
ing homes. 

Currently, even middle-class seniors 
who own homes often are eligible for 
long·tenn care assistance under Medi· 
caid. Liberal state rules allow them to 
deduct enonnous medical costs from 
their income in order to qualify as 
"medically needy." Some people de­
plore Medicaid for the middle class as a 
gravy train; others consider it a well· 
deserved benefit for the elderly who 
have paid taxes and would be wiped 
out finan'cially by nursing home bills. 
Either way, there's no question that 
Medicaid is important to many seniors. 
Two-thirds of nursing home residents 
are on it. 

Right now, the federal government 
and the states share the cost of all 
Medicaid programs, including health 
care for the poor and long-term care for 
the elderly. Bradley proposes a swap. 
Under his plan, the federal government 
assumes the total co!st of enrolling low· 
income people in health plans, letting 
the states off the hook entirely. In re­
turn, the states would bear the total 

pects huge resistance to Brad· 
ley's proposal once state officials and 
seniors wake up to it. 

Medicaid spending on long-tenn care 
is predicted to increase rapidly. John 
Powell, executive director of the 
nationwide Seniors Coalition, calls 
Bradley's proposal "a recipe for disas· 
ter" because of the large numbers of 
people over 85, who are the primary 
users of nursing home care. Hardest hit 
would be poor states like Arkansas, 
which now get more than 80% of long· 
tenn care and health care for the poor 
paid by the federal government, and 
states with rapidly aging populati0ns 
such as Florida, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island and Iowa. 

There is no question that the current 
system needs changing. Easy access to 
Medicaid assistance has anesthetized 
the public to cost and the need to save 
for old age. Because Medicaid generally 
will pay for nursing homes but not as· 
sisted living and other care, there is a 
perverse incentive for over-institution· 
alization. Too many people deteriorate 
in nursing homes who would do better 
In assisted living or adult day care at 
lower cost, if they could get the public 
to help pay. 

One answer might be to make Medi· 
caid assistance a loan rather than an 
entitlement for middle-class seniors 
and, at the same time, allow them 
greater flexibility in choosing between 
a nursing home and another kind of 
care. In exchange for picking up the 
tab, Medicaid would be reimbursed 
later out of their estates. T·hat could re­
plenish Medicaid coffers to help people 
who are truly needy. 

Financing long-term care is one of 
the most formidable problems looming 
ahead, but Bradley's plan dumps it on 
the states rather than solving it. At the 
same time, Bradley's plan takes the 
states out of the business of health care 
for the poor, where they have made 

real breakthroughs in the past decade. 
The plan removes the poor from state 
Medicaid programs and "mainstreams" 
them into the Federal Employee 
Health Benefit Program, which cur­
rently offers federal workers and mem· 
bers of Congress a choice of commer­
cial health plans. Many state officials 
consider the proposal naive. Commer­
cial plans are reluctant to adapt to 
Medicaid patients' needs. These plans 
have too few doctors in poorer neigh· 
borhoods; avoid covering costly, high· 
risk patients; and pull out at the first 
sign that costs are eating into profits. 
What is clear here is Bradley's lack of 
experience in dealing•with some of the 
toughest issues facing state govern· 
ments. ' 

Where faint-hearted insurance com· 
panies have fallen short serving the 
poor, inner-city hospitals have filled 
the gap by operating out-patient clinics 
that provide accessible care in return 
for much needed Medicaid revenue for 
the hospitals. Bradley spokeswoman 
Marcia Aronoff says clinics would get 
paid better and more reliably by big 
commercial health plans than by the 
state bureaucracy. Not so, says-Dr. Al· 
!en J. Hyman of New York-Presby· 
terian Medical Center-a Bradley sup· 
porter: ''I'd rather negotiate with 
Albany than with Aetna·U.S. 
Healthcare any day." 

Some parts of Bradley's plan deserve 
high marks. His proposal to make pre­
miums tax-deductible for everyone is 
sure to make health insurance cheaper 
and encourage more people to get in· 
surance. Everyone would be buying 
with pretax dollars, just as employees 
of large companies already do. 

The trade-offs, however, are substan· 
tial. It is astonishing that a centerpiece 
health plan offered by the candidate 
deemed a big thinker would receive so 
little scrutiny by the press or even his 
opponent. If the Bradley plan continues 
to be hailed as a big, bold policy idea 
and true to the principles of the Demo· 
cratic Party without any discussion of 
what it actually means, many people 
have a lot to lose. Starting with seniors. 

Betsy Mccaughey Ross is a senior 
fellow at the Hudson Institute and for­
mer lieutenant governor of New York. 
E-maiL· betsymross@aol.com. 



Inside Politics 

Gore Makes CHIP Cornerstone of his Health Care Agenda 

Aired December IO, 1999 - 5:10 p.m. ET 

THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COPY MAY NOT BE IN ITS FINAL FORM AND 
MAY BE UPDATED. 

JUDY WOODRUFF, CNN ANCHOR: Both Al Gore and Bill Bradley have made health care a 
focus in the Democratic presidential campaign. While both say all Americans should be insured, 
they differ on the means of achieving that goal. Today, Pat Neal takes a closer look at the issue -­
specifically, at the program that serves as a cornerstone of Al Gore's plan to insure America. 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: You Doing OK? Have you been keeping the log that they talked 
about with your last visit? 

PAT NEAL, CNN CORRESPONDENT (voice-over): Eight-year-old Brian just wants the 
migraine headaches to go away. His mother, Grace Griffith, was able to take him to the 
neurologist because of the Children's Health Insurance Program, or CHIP. 

GRACE GRIFFITH, MOTHER: It's just a life saver. 

NEAL: Vice President Al Gore says that expanding CHIP could be the lifeline for American 
families. 

ALBERT GORE, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: Eventually to get health 
insurance to every single American in the country, but do it in a step-by-step way. And one of 
the first important steps will be to get every single child in America fully affordable, high-quality 
health insurance. 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Take your hands and roll them like this. 

NEAL: CHIP was created in 1997 with bipartisan support after Washington enacted sweeping 
welfare reform. Its goal is to reach children in lower and moderate income households, whose 
parents don't have access to health insurance through their employer. The federal government 
awards grants to states, which the states match with their own funds. Each state designs and runs 
its own program. Most parents like Grace pay a small premium and co-payment. 

GRIFFITH: Because I was working, I was able to afford it. It was $15 a month for my two sons. 

NEAL: In less than two years since its creation, all 50 states are participating. One reason: CHIP 
provides 15 percent more federal money to states than Medicaid does. But CHIP does have 
growing pains. Of the more than 10 million uninsured children in this country, so far only about 



one-tenth have been enrolled. Bill Bradley's campaign says that shows CHIP has not proven 
successful in dramatically improving coverage for children. 

ZOILA LAROCHE, MOTHER: I have been trying to get other insurance. And I cannot afford to 
pay like $550 a month. 

NEAL: Zoila LaRoche's kids and 30,000 others have been on a waiting list in Florida, because 
the program's grown faster than the state budgeted. 

ROBERT BLENDON, HARVARD UNIVERSITY: Many of the states have not been as 
aggressive. Their general feeling has been, as well, this is a problem. You have a child. If you 
need it, come down and fill out the forms. 

NEAL: Gore says the numbers are growing, and that as president, he has a plan to entice states to 
enroll more children. 

GORE: One of the things that we know works well is to give incentives for good partnerships 
with states, give bonuses to those states that do well, and exact financial penalties from those 
state that are falling down. 

NEAL: Sign-up would be on-the-spot in day care centers and schools. Enrollment would be 
coordinated with the school lunch program. And Gore would mandate mail-in applications. 

BLENDON: He's trying to move away from the public assistance image by making it look like 
other programs where you enroll. I mean, you can enroll in Social Security by mail. 

NEAL: The Bradley campaign says Gore's plan does nothing that's not already allowable by law. 
Gore's staff says that's ridiculous. His new plan would provide financial incentives to states, 
which expand CHIP to households whose annual income is up to 250 percent of the poverty rate. 
That's about $41,000 for a family of four. 

Also new: Payments to states to allow parents of CHIP kids, who have no access to employer­
based insurance, to buy coverage at affordable rates. 

GRIFFITH: For myself, I would love it. Because I, myself, I have a - I have a disease I was born 
with. I was born with Sickle Cell. And right now, I don't have insurance for myself. I just pray 
that I don't get sick. 

NEAL: For families with higher incomes but no access to employer-based insurance, Gore 
would allow parents to purchase policies for their kids in pools, making the premiums cheaper 
than in the open market. These families could receive a 25 percent tax credit. 

(on-camera): While Bill Bradley has criticized Gore's plan as not bold enough, Gore's goal is to 
build on a program he sees is working - broaden it with the eventual goal of insuring all kids and 
their parents. 



(voice-over): Gore's goal: To give every child access to affordable health insurance within five 
years. 

BLENDON: I think he believes since the initial program had such bipartisan support, that this 
type of approach, which also is endorsed by many governors, has the ability to avoid political 
controversy. 

NEAL: The cost of Gore's plan to expand CHIP is $136 billion over 10 years. He proposes 
paying for it with the budget surplus if Congress approves. 

Pat Neal, CNN, Miami. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

TO ORDER A VIDEO OF THIS TRANSCRIPT, PLEASE CALL 800-CNN-NEWS OR USE 
OUR SECURE ONLINE ORDER FORM LOCATED AT www.fdch.com 
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NBC News Transcripts 

SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S CHILDREN 

ANCHORS: TOM BROKAW 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: 
TOM BROKAW, anchor: 

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far 
as the president and the first lady. Claire: 

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting: 

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The 
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance. 
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course, 
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

Vice President AL GORE: I will ensure that by the year 2005, eve1y single 
child in our count1y has full access to fully affordable health care coverage. 

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government 
program which offers low-income families insurance for their children. If 
people earn too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in. 
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And 
anyone earning up to $ 100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a 
government program would get a tax break. Gore also suppo1ts allowing people to 
buy into Medicare l O years early, at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 
Health care experts call it practical. 

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA): It builds on programs that already exist and 
seem to work we! I. 

SHIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it. 



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I have put 
fonvard will be integrated into a balanced budget. 

SI-OPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30 
and $ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it 
all add up. Tom· 

BROK.AW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al 
Gore campaign. 

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school, are 
their teachers really prepared to teach them? 

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most American elementary and middle school teachers don't 
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect. 

BROK.AW: SA VTNG OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the 
teachers? 

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does 
food shopping online really work? 

--



NBC News Transcripts 
SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AM ET) 
September 7, 1999, Tuesday 
LENGTH: 276 words 
HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEAL TH INSURANCE 
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD 
ANCHORS: ANN CURRY 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: 
ANN CURRY, anchor: 

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most 
families in the.US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's 
Claire.Shipman has details now. 

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting: 

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy 
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The 
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005. 
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current 
federal state partnership, called CIDP, which offers insurance to children whose 
families earn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to 
two and a half times the poverty level or$ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd 
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their 
chi ldren at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get 
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't 
pruticipate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents 
of children who qualify for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid, 
and that focusing on kids is smart. 

Mr. ED HOWARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It really makes a difference. 
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. They don't get care 
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with 
conditions like eru·aches that tum into infections. 

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of 
this will be cheap, say experts, at least $ 30 billion over five yeru·s . The vice 
president says he can.pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his 
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News, 
Los Angeles. 

LANGUAGE: English 
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CBS News Transcripts 

<== I> View Related Topics 

S HOW: CBS T HIS MORNING (7·00 AM ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

TYPE. Newscast 

LENGTH: 69 words 

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO 
UNVEIL NEW 
HEAL TH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY 

ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS 

BODY: 

THALIA ASSURAS, co-host: 

Vice President Al Gore reportedJy plans to unveil a new health-care 
proposal today. In an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said 
his plan wi ll provide coverage to the nation's al most 11 mill ion uninsured 
children by the year 2005. Gore also picked up an endorsement from Iowa 

Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the Iowa caucuses early next 
year. 

--





Gore to unveil health plan 
Speech to o~ er sp_~cifics as Bradley prepares challenge 
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-Swamped workers switch to 'unlisted' e-mails 
ey Step11an1e Armour •1 have an e-mall that I only dlsdose to certain 
USA TODAY ~\ people. Otherwise It's crazy." - Susan Purcell, 

1ft a lq!Hedl ..en1on o1- cooklng Web site founder · 
lllled pllOM llllfflberl. eml)lo7-
ees 1ft ~ prtyate e-mail 
adclrmeslbeyliweonf7wlCII 
spedal di~ contadl or 
(11eslds. 

'The - loWlrd coc,Jldffl. 
dal NNII ~ - Off· 
lmlts to an but • telect tew -
Is boomlna • man -1Cfl'I 
llnlllOe to ffllftlCI. delaSe of 
unwanted messaces at lhelr 
"r!:plar'" Hlllll address. 

""lbenew.,,,otltal'IISlslt 

you have someone's elJle 
~ • Jllli!'S Alldrew Gllmm. 
prtSldelll et CommCore c.on­
sutunc Oroup, • Waslllngton 
D.C.~ cammunk:alloa IOd 
tr111n1ng firm. "E<ntlh Is ~ 
llll'Oqh an ewluUon. ond lhls b 
lbeeatstep.• 
~ 1ft using the seml-

tea'd addrmes lo: · 
► o..ice ...... ,.,ede-maJL 

More !ban so,r. of lnlemet us. 

en set )llnt Mid. tnown • 
si-n,stkawtet!XlleRdon 
a repor1 by Ille Oar1ner 0~ 
of Stamford. Conn. 'Ille~ 
1l9de Commblloo ~ ,rp IO 
4,500 complaints a d..,- about 
11nsolldted e-mail 

Tbrl("spaUyW111JtirEID­
benderofOITRl>ed<:ap!III mes 
three e,.maJJ addreaes al his 
Su~ ln""9tmelt llmL 

-rt wot» wen.· Elnbender 

111)'1. ""1be Olhert tab a i.dt· 
teal to mycon~III Nnlll " 
► lt:Mp orpallH. Usina 
~ torspedllc parposes 
-confllslon. 

S.,..Randy~CEOof 
Ploludoual aun Riden 1ft Col­
Onldo Spr1nCI, Colo.. wtlo keeps 
- Hlall J1llt tor penonal 
COlie,pondence -nl ltldom 
SM It out It IMS me an oppor­
tunlt>' to keep my t,ames and 
pa30IIIII me NpWste." 
► Srn ttme. 'MJctm don' 

hlft to wade ""'°"Ill a slew Of 
fmoloolsmessace,. 

· 11·1 easier than going 

lltruugh all lhe e-mall," lll)'S 
Earl Pennell. • business deloel­
opment rnanactt II H)'CD, a 
San Joie, Callf • .-d IOll'wve 
de¥elopment ftrm, Who ttlle 
on two e-mall eccouncs. 

While keei,lnc tndt ol mut. 
Hple s-ss-,1:1 or e-mail boxes 
can be a llasSle, mal1)' -1<en 
"11 lhe headaches are wcrtll II. 

-it.I llaYe lo h8¥t I ICr'a!qy. 
lllaveane-malltllallOIIIYdJs. 
dose to ctrtaln peopte.• says 
SUsan Pllrccl~ Who Is CEO and 
founder of ucook.c.om, a Brvns­
"'1clt. Mftlne. cooking site. "0111,. 
er-wise, It's en::,." 



Gore Pledges 
A Health Plan 
For Every Child 
~ \ ly ROBERT PEAR 

LOS ANGELES, Sej,(. 7 - Vice 
Prt11dt nl Al Gort p"'l)OS<d Coday to 
cua rantee acc:us 10 atlO<dable 
"""Ith Insurance for all children by 
2005, •~PL...tin& on a procram . ,.. 
acted two yurs oio tllal ht CIOft«dtd 
h•d hod llmlted 1ucct11 so far. 

Mr. Gort acknowl<4ced 
0

tllat the 
number ol Amerians without htalch 
coverace had Increased steadily 
since ht and P...-..C Ointon -
ollk e. l ut In a speed, at Clllldrtn' I 
Hosplcal ol Los An&<les, In Holly• 
wood. ht said, " II you tltct me Prul• 
cltnt, I wlll insu re thac b)' tllt year 
2005, •~ry •Incle chlld in our coun• 

Cort ·• proposal r a 1.Ks I qu-esuon 01 
tqulty and laJmess : Why should 111<, 
Govenunent provldt JUl>sid11ed 
health Insurance to &dulls with cl\11· 
dren while dtnylnc It 10 Mlulls or 
wor1clnc ace w1.- dllldren> 

Mr. Goct did noc aay hoW much hos 
Pf'OIIOS•ls would cost o, how 11<, 
would pay for diem Olrls Ldw>t. a 
spokesman for tllt Voce Presldt nl. 
said. "This wlU be clone In tllt COftltxl 
al a balan<td blld&tt. and wt'II puc 
out a de<alltd bud&tt proposal lacu . 
but wt havt no pnce 1111 ri&ht now." 

Htaltll< are t,q>tfU uld tllt COSI 
of Mr. Gore's proposals would al• 
most surely txete<I '14 billion oYtr 
l ive yean - die amount cppropnll· 
ed by Concress to cover a mutmum 
at five llllUion younsste rs In tllt new 
healdl Procr&m for chlldrffl. 
. A•J'UWllUr~tlon olfidals ha~ chic!• 

try bu lull acc:us to fully a ltordable . 
health coverace.'' Hurly II mlllion sponslbilJty foe tllt fai lure to 11111111 
chlldra, .,.. now uninsured. 

1 

t11t promise of procrams already en• 

ed COftlrts• and ,overnors tor not 
dolnc more to Increase health Insur­
ance cover ace. But this Is a tricky 
Issue for Mr. Gort, because the Clln• 
t<M\-Gort Administration lhart s re-

_,, C411&ress (Rited the Olli- acted a t lilt PrtSlclm<'I requtSI. 
dren'1 Heald\ lllsurance Procram in Oespii. a vlbnnt tcOOOm y, Mr. 
1197, It ,ave lht states bllllons ol Gott said today, lht oull>btr ol 
doUan andCOlllldenbleflmbllltylD ~ ..W-C laealdl Insurance 
how die -r could be tlMd. Mr.. has bNa lrow1ftl b)' about • m lllion 
Gore Aid lie~~~ • year. 
tor Che procram by lncrtulll& Che / . l1lls Is •-d lht few IOdal ladi· 
Umlu on l amlly Income and by al, tatocs 1Mt bow IIO( lmpl'OYed Wider 
lowllll - ,.,.... ID ...0 wlG lbe .,..,. ~ __,y," 
tlld, dllldne. la oddllloll, lie w.ld .. ,. • - ,-pit' - lleallh policy 
lfllll(IM luiandal ptll&ldeS on «- pnpeNd by lht Gore campalsn. 
tlw /all to - F-.1 t&r&ttS foe E- lboucll Concresa lies created 
t11e ttlt'OII- o1 dllldrta, wtillc of, and apanded atveral health pro­
fuln& bonllla foe aues tlw - 1rams.~bas been .._,u1. 
the pis. • '1 IDadeqlaatt," die._,_ aays. 

The MmlnlltraUoa aald ID July Wlll!e Bout offldaJs ll&ve le-,, 
t1w u llllllioD 'dllldra llad lleea loe Kvenl ,ean tllat at lust lour 
eiu'Olled ID 111t dllldra'a -- .UU0. clllldreullclble for Medicaid 
procram. Mr. CIIIIIIID &aid tllat lie were IIOI -,'OIied, and lhtre Is "° 

ffldoectlbatlbll-'>erllup,e 
~ "'*"'" ~ al least lbrN ....... _,, eltoru ud tll• 
mllllaoby-udtllatbe-llltre- 11onat1oaa by Federal otlldals in 
loct "a little dlsappolDltd." WulalDctoL 

Aldn to Mr. Gott aald bis~ M.r. Gore ~•led Administration 
&ls, laktn to&tdler, could ~ Pl'OpOWI to define lht rlchts ol pa• covt,_,. lo, II mlUlon to IS mllUon tla,u ID heaJch ma1D1a1ancc OC&ani• 
Amencans, - of lbtm d\lldren. utlaos, IO establlsluew prucr1pdon 
The number ol people without health dNI bentflU under Medleare and 10 
lmuranc:e llu been dlntblnl In lbt proY1de a tnodeat w, cndk lor die 
last decade and - tueeds O mil, -. ot aun1nc ..,_ cart. But die 
lion. foaas ol bis~ ... OD ..iu.,ro,1 

The eoal ol olftrillc altordabk dllldrta, Md Mr. Gore olftred dlese 
health IDsu.ranCle ID all chlldren, ldtu to ..i w1dl Ille problem: 
lhou&h ambitious, Is modest by com• '11le Federal c-.i.,_ lbould 
~ wllh Mr. Clulton' I otilJnal lnlpose llnandal .,..altJts OD stata 
plan to cuarantet bealth Insurance dlat clo IIO( - Federal iaraeu tor 
for all A-rlcans. ecu-olllac youncaten la Medicaid and 

" Wt llaw all loamed tllat - cu, ,la tbe - be&llh Pf'Olr&m loe dlll• 
not overhaul tllt lysttm in - ltll ,dren. Al die " ""' Umt, Che Govem• 
.-..oop,'' Mr. Gore said In unc1tr11n1Qc 'mat ~ pay bonuaes to states 
lhe dllfe,_ ~ bis ap- tllat-lbelraow.(Mr. Gortsalcl 
pn>aell and the &rand acbemea de- 1dlis wwld make IUlts -able 
vlMd In 1"3 b)' Ille Prealdm< - lo, lbelr paf«maace. Bue a1Uca 
HWa,y Rodbam ~ aald k ~ reward atatea t11at -

He also took a 411 at lhe IHdlnc succeedlnc. at 1be upensc ot states 
cudldlce fo, Ille ltepubllcaa Presl- tllat - ICnlQIIDc,) 

• deodal -lnadoo, Gov. Ge«ae 'fl, • Slaleacouldapudtllcf!,llltyfoe 
Busb d Te,w, DOC1D1 tllat--Cowth u.. - a.tldnn'1 lkaltb 1--­
ol lhe dllldree la tllat ICale id" Pnicnm, IO lamllia wldl iacoGMs 
wuranc:e - a lllchtf proporuon "" to u 11mea Ille olflclal poverty 
dlaA ID ai- .._,,Olber ._ le¥tl could qllallfJ'. la - 1U1e1, 

'l'blle locuslDI • dlllclnOl, Mr. Ille crillnc OD family -.,_ Is aec at 
Gott olferod aeveral propoaall today twice lht PGYU1Y Ind. Foe a lamUy 
to lnCrtaM __,... ol adulu, too. ol lour, Ille poverty le¥tl 1111a year Is 
He ~ 1 - Wt credit to $11,700. 
olfoet 2$ percent of lbt COIi ot health •MON affluent lamtllel lhould be 
Insurance purdlated by lndMduals allowed to buy .........,. coverace 
Wllo b.a¥t no - to e,nployer- 1or ,-plffl lbracap Nedlcald oe 
•~ cowrace. Ille new c:blldnn'1 llealth Pf'Olra m U 

"Today, CXICllplnla 11\at ~ Ille pa,-. - lor COCDp&Aits tllal CO¥t,_,. Cfl I WI bruit," Mr . Gort clo IIOC prwlde bealtb benlf1u. Suell 
uJd. "But IIOC Individuals W11o llave fan,lllts ~ II.aw to pay t11e M l 
10 &ft ...-.race OD lhtlr OW11. Tllat'I prtmillm, but Ibis ~ often be & 
Just noc fai r, and wt have to chan&t bar&alD CClfflptrod wtlh prlcn in the 
It." private marll.tt, because lar1e IO• · 

Many Republkans In c.on,,... tn>fflall procrams haw mudl &rtAl· 
acree. er purcllaslnc power than indlvld-

ln addition, Mr. Goce'a proposal to uals. The Go,e campalp laid tllt~ 
expand lbt Clalldren·, Health Insur- wtre mon than two mlllloa unin­
ance Procram, created In 1197, 
would e,atnd covuace to the RVffl 
mlllion uninsured adults whoH chll· 
d rt n are tll&lble lor tltlltr Medica id 
o, tlle new children' s procra m. 

The tock ol die proposa l is 1lmple 

11z. 

Most uninsured children come from 
l amilits in whldl tlle parenu a re 
tlltmoelves Ullinsurtd. But Mr. el1c~c.\u Uork €imcs 

, 
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Excerpts From Gore's Speech on Care 
FoUowu,4 or« uc«rpts from an addreu on 

he-old, care yuttrdoy by Vice President Al Cort ar 
rn« Chlldrtn·s lfospiral of Los An.itlu. a.s recordtd 
by Th< N<w Yor~ T,,n,s: 

For more than $0 yun we have been encaced tn 
a batt~ to provide tbt kind or h<alth car, a crut 
naclon OW1'S Its p,opl•. Now aft,r lhat long e<ntury of 
•ffort, ccnlllct and cooo•m. It Is time 10 move past 
lh<orttlcal and philosophical division$ beyond aster• 
llt dtbate about labels and abstr~tions 10 ask what 
we can do now to take concrete. ,peclfic. realistic 
steps to lmprovt huJlh covtrage for all of lht 
American p,oplt. 

Today I'm proposin& and wllh )'CU1" help as 
Pruldent. I wUI fl&ht for a 1tries of lttps to do Just 
lhaL We must and we can Insur< a set of riChts IO that 
all Amtrlcans can haw b<alth cowrage and &etllally 
cet lht care they are - all Americans who havt 
b<allh ~ra,e. will~ the cart they are entlt~ to. 
W• must and wt can aecure access to attonlabl< 
quality Jwalth care for every child In the eallr< 
country by the yur :IOOS. Join With me and we wUI do 
that. We must and we can move -acd acceu to 
allordable, quall(y b<alth care to.- every Am<rlcan 
family. 

This b a f~y different approach. We 
ba.., all lurotd tbal we caonoc ~rhaul the system 
In one feU swoop. E,q,erlalce bas tau&ht us tbal there 
Is a way to Mep what Is l'1clll wblle flxlnc Whal b 
WJOnC wtth Ammcaa health care. 

1bt locus ol "'7 propauJ Is beaWi care for 
~ lamllles. It wUI put doc:&on and palieDU ID 
muse. - H.M.o:s w Insurance C01Qp&111es. 111t 
11eps - I'm pn,poADC be,:e today wUI panntee 
access to attordable bealth cowra,e for ~ child 
tn America and wW provide heallh-<art opdons lor 
mWlons more adults. But let me be clear. We eanno< 
rest until every slngle Am<rican has affordable 
h<allh coverace .. .. 

Some will argue that greater access to health 
ca.re ls a luxury we c.&r1't a.fiord even a.s they covet 
our record surplus for lhe special Interests and 
propos, to blow It on a risky tax 11Ch<"1e lhat would 
drive us rtcht back Into splrallnc Federal d<lidts. 
For more lhan ,_ d<cades I have seen lhe struggle 
between worklnc families and special Interests. The 
tobacco lobby, the gun lobby. those who stood against 
lhe Family Leave BIii I co-sporuored In lhe Stnate. 
We've had to fight them all and we·re no( about to 
stop now. Olhtrs wlll argue against relormin& our 
health<ar< system carefully, realistically and step 
by step. Some of lhem wlU tell you lhat lht only 
~ptsbl• answer Is a OM-Stu-fits-all ,olutlon. But I 
bellevt Am<rlcans know better. Tbey know, you and I 
know, we need visionary but practical chance. 
chance tbat can be eauted Into law, chance lhat 
works for woridne famUles, chance lhat meets their 
cares and concerns, that respecu the divtnl1y of 
health-care needs. Our cause Is wor1tJng families. 
And In this campatc,I and In the yean ahead. let's put 
their IDterats flm. ahead of the special Interests. 
ahead of anytblQc. 

1bls Is a unique moment for our Milon. for our 
p,ople. Our economy Is stn,nc. Indeed we are In lht 
midst -of the loa&at period ol prospericy tn our 

• peacetime history. But we know tbat prospericy alone 
wW not meet lhe cllallences that .. , _ In American 
bealth care .. And u Hany Tnunan reminded us WIien 
be bqan Ibis flch( 50 :,ears aco, In a time of pn111><ri• 
cy, wt can attord many llllnp. But W-bealth which 
can be prevented or cured Is one lhlng wt eanno< 
afford. 

We muu use our prosperity now to brtq new 
chance to our health-are l)'S(em, to mate our fan,. 
Illa lltal~r and more hope!IIJ for lhe new century 
ahead. That's the kind of chance that works for 
worltlng families. And that's why I'm running for 
President of the United States. 

sured children In families with In­
comes a:Cftdin& u limes the om­
clal pov,ny levt!. 

Health-care experts said Mr. 
Core's proposals would cleariy help 
some working families, but mlcht 
dlven states from lht task of finding 
and enrolling chlldrea who are al• 
ready ell&lble for healtl\ benefits. 

for enroll Inc children In · a procram 
tbat already often states a cenerous 
financial Incentive to do just lhat. In 
lht new Children's Health Insurance 
Procram, u In Medicaid. the Fed· 
tral Govemmeal and lhe states 
share tbt costs. but lht Federal Cov· 
emment pays a larcer share of th• 
c.osu ln the new procram. 

Intended to restore health Insurance 
for teas of thousands of children who 
lost coverace wtien their lamWes 
wer, removtd from lht welfare 
rolls. In theory, most such children 
were still ellclble for Medicaid, but 
lhtlr pare.nts did not always realize 
II. and otnclals In some states Im• 
properly cut otr health benefits along 
with cash assistan«. Mr. Cor< would give states a bonus Some of Mr. eore·s proposals are 

lbc~c\lJ York ~hncs ~-- . 
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Gore Outlines 
rroposals on 
Health Care 
Guaranteed Coverage 
For Children ls Pledged 

CWTenUy wi1hou1 heallh insu~. 
-We l,ayt all lam<d Iha! .,., OMO! O\'tthaul 

the ayslem in ooc: lcU swoop; Core said. bo<Tow­
in( a Ii~ used r=riUr by lint lady Hillary Rod­
ham Ointoo,, whoK ambitious health reform plan 
Witted in 1994. •Expcri,nc:,c bu tall(hl us !hot 
!here is a wiy lo kttp w!>at is rieht. while fixing 
wha.l is wronf with American health car<.· 

G<nenlly, boc.ral and CIOIUttVOti"' health care 
adYOCatcs reacted laYOnbly IO the proposal. "In 1 

period ol iDcmncntaJism. this is I big deaJ and 
VttY practical." said R.oo l'l>Uack, attuti,.. dirtt­
tor ol Families lJSA. I health Cltt ad-r croup . 

The ideas lit dclcribcd ~ put Gore 
. oquarety in the middlr ol lhe leadint pruiclmtw 
coalffi!en. Bill Bradley, tbeGlllyother Oemocnt 

8)'C.C1 CoHHOUY Ill the race, uys lit will aooa re&.a.e I bo[du 
atld A,n CoU>SYEIH IDd--.ialolt ~a:pcunoc pwl that 
r,,.,_,,,..,.,..,s../JFrilm will caD for ......al accas to ia.noc:e. "Mil-

. . . lioas ot Ammcul ba-.e eerioaa ooncems about 
· .\'Ice Presideot Cott ,aterda.y promised ·to the •nllahilitJ ol llealtb i:att -. 111d tbe 
,--ac:c:eu lo lltalth illsuraac,: lor all du!- ~ollhelrote." Bradley uld. 'Tmslad tottt 
dten bJ 2005 IS part ol a campalp propoul that that the w:,e praldeat tha,a IQT bdid that tbclc 
could mead ~ lo IS 111111)' IS~ o( CIICl0Cfm aboald be a lop priori(y, 
lhe-13 millioo Amaiafts wbo att now UZWISUffd. Texu Goo,, Gcorfe W. Buth aid other Rq,ub-

. Iii a m,Jor ape«h that laid out his -risioD ol llow licam haw aot olm,d detailed .iew. oa bealtl, 
to.ibapc tbe utioa'a helllheatt ayst,m. Cott also care but Ill~ lia-eoppoaed lhe broad apan-
uid that. I( deded pc-aidcoc. he wowd1ielp ...... aioa ol ,_._ (X'OCrlD. -n.. pan« 
ftlta llld people_, lhe a,eol 55 obtain-ace doem'l l,etin,e a lara'e fO,a1DC11t aolutioa la the 
lor. lhe fint tlme tbn,uct, the -.ilrt• pui)lic • 1 ;_ lo ffUY prol,lem. - 111d ..,...._,, 
.. raa« pcocrm,a. . Mlady'Ilacm. addiaedlat a.ab ...-1o lncRuc 
. The w:,e ptaide1lt called for·- l)'llem !" 6- a,n,11,nait ~ wboatt eliclbk for mstin( 
UDCial "-- 111d ~ to lldp motmle ,-,nmeat pracrm. 
ata1e1 do a betur job ol locatlaC tbe lllilli.- ol r,, bis aptedl. Cott lfllCled oat Texu fot Its 
childml no qualify 1or-w att aot emolled lara'e ~ o1 9IINflll dlDdrea. DOtinC that 
~uidthe,-rnmeot'ardatiw!J- ~ollhem 01ttatill001t ill thecdd.. 
Owdrm'a Haith INunAce Procnm, Alld be pro- in a --IIC cldh,ay that rudy dcvial<d 
poacd a l)'IC.em ot 2S pm:,mt tax~ to make frocnlhcprepar<dtextacrollincoahlsTdel'lomo-
inanD<,e - affordable to amaD busiocucs and 
people who -.i lo buy it OIi their own. 
. ~e must uid we Cl.II"'°"' towvdaocess to af. 
tocdable. quality health Cltt for ~ American 1 
farailr: Gott uid at Owdrcn'a Hoapital ot Los 
An&ielca in the la!ffl ill • eeriea ol tpttehes aimcd 
at bumlshinc • rq,utatioa lor aubstan!M policy 
propouls. 
• · Whil<-he offered ~ - ideas. lute parts 
ot <:en•, plan amount to a continuation ol J>resi. 
dent Ointon'a propoaals. indudinc initiatnon to 
help disabled people lcccp their COYCra(e if they tt­
Wm lo worlt and to ,s,.. tu bttaks to Americans 
for locl(fflm care. 

Cor-c uid he fa--. the administntioo'a pcopoe­
al lo - lhe eq,<ded ~ awpluscs lo lcccp 
Me,licare from NIIIWI( out oi -r early ill lhe 
aext ceGtury, addin( that be oppoael lhe politJ. 
?l!r'apopuiar idea o( IDlkillt people wait loacer 
~ thcy cu join the llltion'a beallh inaunnoc 
PRC1WD fottbe dda1,. l!ut,otherwite,he-tt­
nrbbly lileDt OIi lhe loeallh Cltt -- 'IUin( 
aich otWuhillcton: bow lo mtnictutt Mtdlc:att 
10 dlat 1t•ranains linanda1ly aolffllt well Imo the 

~ laytn( out hia Yilioa "' the ~- o{ bealth 
arc, Cott put the luo>Cot aa:ea back oa the polit­
ical front-burner at • tinlt wt.... lhe nab ol lhe 
uniasuttd ha..., been awellin( bJ about 1 million 
each pear. e..t he did IO ill a far IIIOtt caatious ffllll­

aer lhaD the beallh<arHlt-d pitch that-• lriey 
theme ot BW Ointoa'a 1992 presidencJal cam­
pai(),. 

Indeed. Gore almoot bnaed about the limiu oi 
his propoaa1. thouCh oll'>Cials familiar with the de­
tail, oi the plan predicted that it would p,ow!e 

Ter, Cott mcthodlcally made bis cue for "rision­
at"/ but pradical dwlft .• The mt president pyt 
DO due U to bow inuc:h bis plaa would a)I(. and 
&idea said IUJl!llythataDolGott'acunpalen prom­
laet would be paid for wilhia lhe coatexl oi . bal­
anccd bud(<ct. 

As he has done with issues auch u education. 
Cott is attanptill( to expand oa the health car• 
low>dation laid by Ointoa without ndlcaDy de­
partin( from it. He ttitaated bis aupport for a "pa­
tients' bill ol ri(hU" that lhc administration wanu 
~ to adop< to protea people in managed 
Cltt plana. 

"I am DOt utldicd whoa lik-or-death mtdic:al 
del;isioaa att lllldt bJ HMO baraucnU al the 
other end ol a tdq,booe ~.- he aid to lPl'W'5C 
from about 100 bolpital official$ and union man­
ben. -n..y doa'l llaw • .,._ to pnctlce mcdi· 
dDc Of I ri(ht to pla, God. 0 

The~ Ide. la Cor-c'a plaa att tbc cooat•I• 
. llli.»ot ·~ lo emad bealth-. to 

more ol the utlao'a miDlaftd ddldml and par· 
ails. He uid lhc .-r-tabouldopanddi(!· 
bllity III lhc Odldral'a Beallla '--': Procn,11 
bJ .,._ 1 mlllioa ,-,.m, bJ taillnc lhe di(i­
bllity crilia( to about $41.000 a~ la laeome for 
• family " bar. famiJiea with biCtler i-,es 
would be allowed lo buy lnlunoc:c throuch the 
pro(nlll for about St.200 I~-

Creaud la a 1997 budctt acr-t between 
Concrea and the Whl~ Houte. lhc $24 blllion 
procnm was imewled to a,..,r about ball ol Uie 
nation'• 11 millioa uninsuttd children. But accord­
int to the - tteent count, ooly U llliUioa arc 
taltin( part. 

ro,,cn(e to perhaps 15 million children and adults . 
DmMlJy ~pmtd fr<,,,, Los Anttlu. Coldstttn 
fr<,,,, Wasliint1011. 
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Gore Places His Emphasis on Children 
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative 

By Jc.-.:-,:-,.: COlolMl,.CS 
S 1w(f ,.#,..,t#, •I Tu~ W...u. '"'en Joua f<l.u. 

WASHINGTON - Yiu Prtsldent Al Gore 
prcp0S<d Wt cndllS lot lamllles and _... 
m who must bey their own health lnsunJlct 
and financial bonuses lot SUia that slcnll"~ 
canU)' ~ the dllld htallh<art rolls u 
~ rt ot hl5 nnr healtll-are lnltlaU~. 

Unveillnc th• plan at O,lldttn·, HOSJ>I· 
tal in Los Anc,les yestmlay, Mr. ·eor. 
vow<d to Uk< a 
--1undan1<ntally di!· 
l<r<nl IPl'")lch" lo 
h<alth-<ar< r<(onn 
thtn Pre$ld<nt Clln· 
ton did. "We ha~ 
all lumtd that ~ 
canno1 .. ,maw the 
S)'Sl<m In OC1t (di 
swoop," tbe 'rice 
presld<III said. "El· 
perlenco haa lauct,I 
IIS lhal lbu-e Is a 
waytokttpW11atls 
rlc!>t, wlllk ftxlnr 
what Is "'""" wllb 
American health att." 

Mr. Gore's lnlllatttts pnmarUy ~ 
build on lboo<llttldy latroduoedotadop(bl 
by Che CliDlon admlalstratlon. But tdll­
matdy, he said. blsroal u praldml ~ 
be to emure 111&1 nay dllld In Ille U.S. IIU 
aC<fSS loquali(ybeallbatt by~ 

Amonr bis key proposals are: 
• All txpansloa ol lbe Cllllclttn'I Health 

lnsuranet Procnm, a fedttallY fUDded 
SIi l< heatth-lNw"ance pt'OCT"lffi lbat pro-

Officials Kept 
Russian Probe 
From Gore 

v1dt s covt ract to childrtn from lowtr·m· 
come families. Undu the Gott plan, th< 
procram would be adJust<d to apply to lam• 
Ules urnlnr as much as iscn. ol th< 
poverty rate, ot about $41,100 lot a !amity 
ol four. About ot1< mllllon dllldttn would 
fall Into the new Clteco<)' ol COV<nC•· Th• 
plan would also pennll low·lncomt pu<.nts 
to bey Into the procram. In addition, laml · 
lies that um more UWI ?SO,;, or the 
poy<rty rate IMJI don1 have private health 
lnsuranee would be allow<d to IMIY Into the 
procram. 

• I, pfOYlslon that would ,,-ant nnandat 
bonuses lo sutes that lllffl child health· 
att enrollment tartm and ttductlon.s In 
CHIP IWldlzle lot those that !all lo show 
prorress. Federal ltlldiel ha~ shown that 
llllllloas .ol chlldttn elle1ble for c,,vem· 
lllall-umted health an are 110t enrolltd 
ID lht procrams. Mr. Olatoo tte<nUy WI· 

ftlled a aa1a ol tDlllatms aimed at in· 
auslar au,iQme,at 111&1 nap! lrom dis· 
patc:hla( federal IDYallpton lo ttvl<w 
mte prornms to lttldlnr 1ttten to public· 
ICbool prilldpals. Mr. Gore ~ tak< 
those tffor1s a step further by llldudlne 11· 
IWldal~-

• A aew l&Xcndlt Cllll would com-M 
oltbe pRmlln COIUfor a nrle(yolpeople 
wbo aret1i curreoll)' CO"Peffd by lnsurUtt. 
Fw eumple, the cn,dlt could ... used by 
peoplt &pd 15 lo 115 lo a..y Into Medicare. 
by small ~ to olter ~ in· 
..,,.._ --,e, or by famllles w1lo.,.. 
looklnr to IMO' pr1n1e ~ -

a,,,u,....., ~ Poqt .u 
t-ol the lavestl(atloa In April from ttf· 
ulaton at the Fedenl Reserw Bani< ol 
New Y~ Trusury ol!ldals wer< told 
ther< wun't &111 evidence that U.S. ot In· 
tttnatlonal Nond&ry Plmd mourca fttt 
lnvolffll ID lbe mooey launder!nr. a senior 
adminlstntloa olflClal said. 

1be Treaswy Department lhtn r<lay<d 
the lnfotmatloo up Ille dlllD ol command 
to lhtn•Treuury Secreta,y Robert Rubin. 

By Boo DAVIS Mr . Rubin hu told lonner colleques that s,.,, 11..,.._.r, ~ ., T·•c WM.L. 5'11ltn JOl.l'aN•L ht doesn"t remember bdnf told of the mat• 
WASHINCTON-Treuury. Stal< ~ kr. But the lnformatloa wun1 passed lo 

P•rtment and Whit• House ollldals senlotWhlte House officials because It was 
learned this sprin( ol allepllons ol a 111u• considered to be the provlDc:e of the Justlct 
slve Russian mooey-launder!nr cpenllon Dep&rtmtnl. lbe adiblnlstnllon olfldal 
ln\'Olvlnr BukotNewY«tCo., buldld1fl 111d. 
pus the lnlotmallon lo Ille v1c, presidelll At lht llale, lht neuu,y WU consider-
« prtS!dtnt. Ill( whal conditions the IMP lhould Insist 

Viet Pttsldtnt Al Gore, ID puUcular. up011 to protect &111 lllllft loans lo Russia 
w beon a111clud by 11,publlcan pttSI· I ara1mt tbell or 1111su1t. Treasury offlclals 
d<ntial candidates for belnr "out ol the "eftDIU&Qy deffloped a plall ID wblch any 
loop" on lht mooey-~nr prob<, ~ I DCF loans ~ ro to ,., ott Russla't u­
splt• his posltloCI u dwnnan ol a blna· · lstlnr deb< lo lbe fllftd and wouldn1 pus 
lional commission that OVffltts maQ)' U · 1bnJ01r11 W-. 1be Qlal4o ollldaJ said 
peas of U.S.·RIISl!a rtlatloas. "V lbere dial 1tan1nr about the~ 
WU a loop o( people, that loop WU formed probe didn't affect the Afquards that 
on the day we r<cetved a bne!in(' late last were IOUCht 
month. said a Gott aide. "It didn't ulst be- ·, ._ __ ,. ;. 1n ., ..... 1999 State ~ !Ott then.. _,... • ...,, _.., • 

But ~lor administration ollldals res· partmtnt ollldals learned from a loretp 
t<rday detailed, fotlht nnt tllnt, a series ,-mmentthatBaoltolNewYortwube-
ol ront.acts by Whld, led<nl olllclals Ill( lnftSllpted. Sl&k 0.panmtnt olll· 
learned ol the money-launderlnr probe by dais Ulen alerted tbelr c:oUearues who 
U.S. lnvesllpton. wort on a1~ and COfflll)(!on lttues al lht 

Treasury ollid.als learned o1 the uls• White House t Natlonal Security Council. 
PIM~ nm, lo Pog, A 16, Col•"'· / , T~lhtt. the State Dtpartment and HSC 

-- ollldals briefed lht JustlCle 0.partment 
and Federal Bureau ol ID¥tstJratlon on the 
allepllons, two senior admlnlstratlon otn­
clals llld. Neither the Juttlu O.partment 
nor lht FBI would confiml the existence ol 
the probe at that lime, the olflclals said. 

Alterward. the Olnlon ollldals 111d, 
St•t• ~rtm<nl and HSC of!id als would 
"ttmlnd .. th< Justkt ~rtm<nl and FBI 
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ol their lnltr<Sl. But investiplotS didn't 
tell the State Departm<nl ot NSC about the 
prol)es ot whethu lot<l(ll-pojlcy Issues 
ttr< Involved. As a r<Sult, said a senior 
Cllntoo administration o1ric1a1. the au.ca­
tions caacmunr money 1awtder1nr and 
But ol New York wtffll't passed on lo pol· 
Icy oflldals at the White House ot to the 
vice pralclent'1 olllce. 

AdmlnlstnUon officials mak• a distinc­
tion between the lnlonnallon provld<d by 
Fed oltldals ot oveneu contacts. and Ille 
Justice O.partment's lonnal mot1<y•laun· 
d<rinc probe. Treasury, Stat• and Whit< 
House olllclals, lndudln( Mr. Gore. 
Wttt.n't bneled about the lormal Justltt 

. Deparlment ~ untll &nlWld AU(. 21. 
The Fed bas been lootlnr at questions 

ol Russian money laundet1»( for IOO!t 
tlmt. 111 lffi, II cooducted an Inquiry Into 
poalble lllepl banklnr adMUes by 

,teeu.te,, the Russian bank 111&1 Is now a 
'IOCUS ol the money-launderln(probe. '[bl 

lavestlptloCI lndudecl a visit lo Moscow by 
a top Fed ollld&I and a meeUnr In Wuh· 
lnctoa betwem Fed laftSllpton and 
Menatep VICle Olalrman KoasUnlln Ka· 
plovlq, now a leadlnr lirure In Ille Bank 
ol New Yort lnvestlfallons. 

Presldeat CUnton plans lo raise Ille 
,noney•lawtderlnr case with Russian 
Prime Mlnlsttt Vladimir Putin when Ille 
two meet this weektnd at an economic 
swnmlt In New Zealand. Mr. Clinton wants 
lo assure Ille Russians that Ille probe lsn 'I 
belll(driven by U.S. domesUc politics., said 
a U.S. ol!lclal. and emphaslu U.S. con· 
cems that lnlmllUonal loans and aid not 
be abused. lnftSUpton ar< looldll( at 
whelhtt IMF loans wen, Improperly di· 
v<rted Into o!lshote l ttOUnlS. 

"The prestdellt hu always been con· 
cemed with Issues or crime and comiptlon 
In Russia, and hu raised that In his meet· 
Ines with Russian olfid als, .. said Whit< 
Hoose spok.sman JO< Lockhart. 
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Gore shares plan 
to expand access 
to health care 

...... ___,,.,..,.,. 
Badt lo ldlool: ~ Chen INs ~~Int· 
gaders at Biooka G,o,e 8emnay School h et.I, Mei 

Politicians greet students 
with ed~cation proposals 

By Lau~nce McQulllan 
USA TODAY 

Vice President Go~ un• 
~lied a broad plan ~ 
lo br1n& affonlable beallh 
care lo mmi- ot clllJdren 
and low-Income adults 
lbrougll a pn)Cl"affl "' tax 
credlls aod funding lncmhoes 
lo lbe mies. 

But be slopped short ol of. 
I~ ddalls OD bow mucb 
bis Ideas -.Id mst. 

0uWmac bis beallh-oire 
prior1Ues lbOuld bis quest for 
lbe Wblte House succeed. 
Go~ called for lmprc,Ye­
mem ID tbe ed5tlng system 
wblle cbldiDC Ills Democnllc 
l1val, former seoalor Bill 
lltldley, for flM)r1ag an ap­
pniacb Ullt -.Id mumcl 

Republicans and Danocnls Ylslltld pubic ICboolS 'Illes- tbe deblle _. 1IIIIYenal 
~ lo lqllllpl lbelr edllC8IIOD pc'QCl'alllS • Ibidem re- lleallllcan. 
turned ana---. "We 11&,e all lelnled Cllat 

Presldeat CJlnlOa IDld tllldalls and .,.ms al 8roote ft CUIIOt ova1llal Ille sy,­
CnM Elemealary Sdlool ID Olney. Md., !bat 1be GOP tax 1em ID - tell awoop." Goc-e 
cut -,Id burt educalloo fuadlnc. '1t's bllslc artlllmellc. • be said, an apper'all rdereoce lo 
said. "We musl lDw:st ~ DOt leis, ID educallaa." Presldeat CIDloa'I ~ d · 

Ill CIDdllllall, Repulilca ~J.C. Wlllsk ol ' fort lbof1ly after comla& 10 
Oklaboml, Ai. Nar1llap GI ICallld;y and Sle¥e Cllabot o( Ille lr'blle llolae 111 1993. "We 
Oblo .islted ClftOD EJaDmlll)' SdlOol ID tDal lbe GOP's must and we CIII - ae­
scbook:lloloe plan .S dbts ID lln m«e lederll _,. ces ID alfonlable, Cllallly 
_. ID locll ldlllOI .-IDddamllle llowbestlDtpf:ad lleallll care far-,, cidld Iii 
II. lbeyllld ldlllOl -iaa- prcicraa -1 dmt« ldlOOls ~ by 2005," Gore aid 
CM pam,ts lllallllhu ID fllllQC pubic ICbools.-, tblat Ill a speecta Ill l.asAll&eleS-
compelltioo III lbe ICboolS Is a p,od IIIIDg." Cblbot said. Gore's plall b:uses OD a:-

pandine pnicrmDSsucb as lbe 
CHINA ISSUE: House 1DlauallODII Relalloas Committee Cblldrai's Health lmuraDce 
OlairmaD l!eajamlD Gllmaa, R-N.Y. arged Presldeat CID- Pnlglul 111 ~ dllldml ID 
100 to press Ille Qlklese leadersbip to RDOUDC:e Ille - ol families 1h11 earn IOo mucb lo 
lo~ against 11iw1A. 01n1Dc1 meets Ibis ftdl wUll Oillese quaUty for Medicaid but 1oO 
~ Jiug Zanin at lbe Asla-Padllc Eoooomlc Coop- HIiie lo afford privale lnSur· 
er.woo summit. Gilman 111d Concress Is CODCerDed aliout ance. 
lhreals apillst 1a1waD by mainland C111aa. wbldl rqards States -.Id reoel.-e addi· 
the bland as a renep,le provlDce. US. policy Is 11111 ~ Is llonal l\lndlog IOr the P"> 
only one Olma and lbe Issue Is IO be IOM:d peacefully. gnm. 

<:ampelgnl'mlSSeaewy 
PRESIDEHTIAL TRAVEL: Presldelll Oidoa. wbo Ylslled Klkl Moore said the vice 
only ~ fordp COWllrles during bis 8rsl ,-- ID onlce. Is president wtll unveil details 
now lbe most widely tnvded presldeal. Ill 611 )arS ID ol· laler lo the year. 
~ be has been ID SI 00Ullll1es aod lffl1tor1es. George Gore also called for a 25" 
Bush visited le _. tour ,ars. Wblle R.ooald Ragan wax relundable tax credit for lndl· 
to2SOYerdglllyears.Amoagpo1151blellopllll2000-Am· Ylduals wbo do not 11a-,1e &e· 
ardlca. ICoso'IO and V1dllam. Slepbeo Hess. a pmldeallal cess to beallh-oire plans 
analyst at lbe Brootlap 1mUlu1loa. said ~ lr8Yd through their employers. 
more al lbe eod o( lllelr tams as Ibey look ID build lllelr bls-
lorlal 1epcy. •n 111q come lo lbe eod ot lbelr ft:Clme. 
Ibey lead IO cet llllft adAllllloll and cbeel1ac Cl'O'lds '1111m 
the &O alJnlad,. be said. "Polltldalls. pertlcular1Y presldeols. 
like lbat sort°' ltldt" 

S8IATE CHARGES: Sen. Max Bau­
QIS, DMoal.. bas been acaised ot 
mulnC lml8I advances Iowan! Ills 
dllef ol alf. Qirlslllle Nledermdel; 
ad lrtaC lier '1111m lbe lald 111m lo 
llop. Balaoas dealed leSUIIQy --­lac N~ and aid 1be made 
1lle aoc:asallom an« be IDld lier be 
ftS leCllag lier ., beca1lle ol IW( 
c:omplalDls about lier man.....-,C 

.. llyle. SIie bas DOt llled a fonllll 00ID· 
Baucuc ~ ptalm. 'The case was lint~ by 
cl twassmert R.o1 Call. a Capitol RW DeWSl)lll)Cr. 

FED~NETIW:IER:Enc:Burm"'Sborelloe.""'511.. 
- In compula- llllddnC drdes as "ZytlOQ. • pleaded 
&Ullty ID AleDlldna. Ya. IO eybenltaCb OD lbe Web pages 
ot Vice Praldeal Gore, NATO ad 1lle US. lDJormatloll ~ -o.mace aceeded uo,ooo. Burm raoes up 10 a~ 
)Ul'SIDprtlooatseda!eq Nov.-18. He aboadmUl.ed back· 
Ill& other p,ernmm and buslDea Illes. and advlsq oth· 
en OD bow IO peoetnle lbe Wldle House Web site. 

CORRECTION: Allllem ~should baYesald the Con­
sUtulloo Party, formerty the US. TIJql¥11 Party, nominal• 
ed founder llowlnl PIIIWps to be president &lld syndlcated 
columnist Joseph Sobcan to be vtce president. 

Written by Paul l,ea,/ltt w11h staff and wire ~pons 

--

He said companies get a 
w ~It for the cost or 
health Insurance, "but not In• 
divlduals wbo ha~ lo ce( COV· 
eragc on their own. That's just 
no( fair, and WC brJe to 
c:bancelt" 

Gore also noted lhal small 
bu5inesSes aoc:ount for about 
33 ol the DIiion's wortlo~ 
but IMI llW'6' do DOt supply 
bealtb care becallse II can 
cast lbem as mudl as IIU'tt 
times •bal II casts large com­
panies for Insurance. 

Republican Rep. John 
Bodlller ot Obld 111d Cott's 
plan IIIJed to address a key 
reason llW'6' 1111111 arms do 
DOI oiler lleallh co,,eragc: 
a Ibey wW be IUbjed lo 
fffiolouslnsults. 

"Few 11&11t-cnlnded employ• 
en In America wUI e.-en dare 
IOoftfrbelltll-.' ullllJ 
tllat Issue Is addressed. 
BoellAersald. 

Tbe Families USA Founda· 
tloo praised Gore's wttllng· 
-IOaddRS~ls­
Hes and eraed olber 
c:aadldales lo dllom "llYS lo 
CXleDd c,o,ence ID aa all· 
mud 43 llllllloa Amer1cans 
wtlboal IL 

Roll Pollact, aecull.-e di· 
m:tor-o(lbeconsumera:rovp. 
praised Gore for "being the 
8rsl presldeallal c:andldale to 
outline a proposal 1h11 would 
goa toag WI{>' to bdplag wor1t· 
Ing families cet the bealth 
COYmge Ibey need.. • 

ScoCl MGOdlall. a spokes­
man for GOP tront-ninner 
Geoc-ee W. Busl>, said. -U~lh 
care Is an tmpol1&Dt llsue. but 
It doesni reqllire Ille kind Of 
big goo,enimeot solutioos lh8l 
Al Cott now .. . suppor1S." 

Bradley said. "We ha~ to 
IIJd&eWbat&prccramcanac­
complisb. not Just Whelher II 
sounds good." 

Bradley saJd ht -.Id pro­
pose a beallll-care poUcy In 
seo;enol weeks. 
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Gore offers Rx for the uninsured 
,,.. Video 
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NBC's Claire Shipman 
reports on Gore's health 
insurance proposal. 

Vice President Al Gore·unveits his plan to improve health care coverage 
for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los 
Angeles on Tuesday. 

By Claire Shipman 
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT 

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7 - Vice President Al Gore 
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook on Tuesday, promising health 
insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. 
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How would you 
describe Gore's 
health care plan? 

A smart set of 
incremental 
changes. 
Too little, too late. 
A prescription for 
disaster. 
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Vote to see results 

IT IS ONE of Gore's costliest campaign proposals 
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every 
child in the United States health insurance. 

But what it doesn't do is propose an overhaul of 
the nation's health care system - a plan that backfired 
on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

"If you elect me president," Gore said, " I will 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our 
country has full access to fully affordable health 
coverage." 

Gore's key proposals: 
■ Let more people participate in a government 
program that offers low-income families insurance for 
their children. 
■ If people earn too much money to qualify, but still 
need insurance, they can buy in. 
■ Parents in low-income families would become 
eligible for insurance too. 

■ Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an 
individual policy or buy into a government program 
would get a tax break. 
■ Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early, 
at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 

Health care experts call the plan a practical one. 
"It builds on programs that already exist and 

seems to work well and I think it is practically feasible 
to get this enacted," said Ron Pollack, of Families 
USA. 

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president 
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic 
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will 
propose something approaching universal coverage, 
and Republicans and health industry advocates, who 
fear that imposing too many mandates on private 
health care firms will drive up costs. 

Gore won' t name the cost, but he says he can pay 
for it. 

"Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I 
have put forward will be integ_rated into a balanced 
budget," Gore said. 

But with experts 
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estimating a cost for 
the program of 
between $30 billion 
and $50 billion over 
five years, many are 
eager to see just how 
he' ll make it all add 
up. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Gore unveils health care 
proposal for reaching the 
uninsured 

September 7, 1999 
Web posted at: 4 :16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT) 

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al 
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals 
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured 
Americans into the health care system, including 
a plan to give every child in the nation access to 
affordable health care by_2005. 

To bring more children into the ranks of the 
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, which 
helps states provide coverage to children in 
working families. States can use the federal CHIP 
money to cover children in families that earn up 
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected, 
Gore said he would work to raise that cap lo 250 
percent. 

"That is a 
commitment 
that I'll keep," 
he said. 

Gore would 
also allow 
families that do 
not qualify for 
the program, 
ail<:l'do not 
receive health 
benefits Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday 
through their on the country's health care system 

jobs, to buy into the program. He would give 
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he 
believes are not fully utilized. 

VIDEO 

Gore unveils health 
care proposal for 
reaching the uninsured 
(9-7-99) lit Real: 28.K 
I 6..0.K, Windows Media: 
2llK 18.0~ 
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush, the Republican presidential front-runner,. 
when he noted that many Texas children don't 
have health insurance even though they are 
eligible for health insurance via CHIP. 

"In some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one­
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he 
said. 

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of 
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65, 
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed 
allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the 
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25 
percent tax credit to help defray the cost. 
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 
65. 

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach 
to changing managed care adopted by President 
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the 
system fai led to win congressional approval in 
1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the 
system in one fell swoop," Gore said. 
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to 
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

Gore's plan also would: 

• Let people with disabilities keep Medicar:e or 
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace. 

• Encourage small businesses to band together to 
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by 
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms. 

• Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of 
nglits, similar to legislation that Congress will 
consider when it returns this month from recess. 
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether 
he favors allowing patients to sue their health 
maintenance organizations and collect damages 
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted 
Democratic legislation this year that would do so. 
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Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients 
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that 
doctors can tell patients all their medical options 
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that 
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't 
have to change doctors in the middle of 
treatment. 

"They don't have a license to practice medicine 
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore 
said of HM O's. 

He suggested that it also would require managed 
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's 
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered 
from .depression. 

"I want to make sure that a patient with 
depression is given access to care on terms no 
different from a patient who has diabetes," he 
said. "And I will begin by improving mental 
health services for those who receive Medicaid." 

Gore promised to establish new public-private 
partnerships to expand access to prevention and 
wellness programs and to promote such 
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what 
the government's role would be, however, nor did 
he say how he would finance the new initiatives. 

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that 
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, 
who has said he will propose something 
approaching universal coverage, and . 
Republicans, who fear that imposing too'many 
mandates on private health care firms will drive 
up costs. 

"Others will argue against reforming our health 
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by­
step. Some of them will tell you that the only 
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution," 
Gore said, in an apparent reference to Bradley. 

The Associated_ec__ess contributed 
to this report. 
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms 

By Scott Lind/aw 
Associated Press Writer 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT 

Ncw,;woolu:om LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday 
lriunita tater-« tlide to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by 
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2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing 
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care 
system. 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he 
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental 
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after 
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional 
approval in 1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell 
swoop,'' Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us 
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week 
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the 
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas. 

-
Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks~ but one reference clearly 
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "In some 
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still 
out in the cold," Gore said. 

With his proposal, the vice president ~taked out different ground than 
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said 
tie will propose something approaching universal coverage, and 
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs. 

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily 
from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by 
Republicans. 
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"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, 
quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris 
Lehane said that would come '' in the near future," but that he did not 
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore 
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance 
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for 
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a 
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 

··We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether 
it sounds good," Bradley said in a sta tement. One criteria his plan 
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be 
" stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be," 
Bradley said. 

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage, 
and the number has grown by about 1 million a year this decade. 
Some 11 million children are uninsured. 

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance 
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working 
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover 
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level. 
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent. 

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250 
percent or higher; according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at 
the National Conference of State Legisfatures. 

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program, 
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the 
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents 
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid. 

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully 
utilized . 

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into 
such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million 
children and adults covered, Lehane said. 

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/W APO/ 19990907 N000595-090799-idx.html 9/8/99 
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are 
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for 
Medicare at 65. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing " vulnerable Americans" to 
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent 
tax credit to help defray the cost. 

Gore also would: 

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and 
is awaiting consideration in the House. 

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for 
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the 
firms. Republicans favor such an approach. 

--Press for a "real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to 
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't 
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue 
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like 
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so. 

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who 
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's 
initiatives " a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the 
uninsured." 

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, "especially since it 
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage 
for the uninsured." 

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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Gore Health Care Glance 

By The Associated Press 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT 

Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday 
in Los Angeles: 

--Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance 
by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty 
line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of 
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with 
incomes above $41,000 to " buy into" federally subsidized health care 
coverage. 

--States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage. 

--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent 
refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack 
access to employer-based coverage. 

--People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when 
they return to the workplace. 

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their 
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit. 

--Would expand Medicaid coverage ofmental health care. 

e> Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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The Los Angeles Times 
Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children 
By CATHLEEN DECK.ER, Times Political Writer 

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton 
since the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice 
President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure eve1y child in 

Ame1ica and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their 
parents , all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005. 

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal-state 
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children 
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a fami ly of four. That 
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's 
cun-ent income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000 
for a family of four . 

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in 
1997--uses federal and state money to help insure children . Members 
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up 
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child 
in IO does not have health insurance. 

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children 
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for 
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced 
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents . 

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan 
He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would 

enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect 
expanding access to on~ of the fastest-growing ~tgments of the 
uninsured population. 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience 
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us 
toward the day when eve1y American has access to affordable, quality 
coverage._" 

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a 
program that could easily reach into the multibillion-dollar range. 
Spokesman Ch1is Lehane said that would be detailed later. 



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget," 
Lehane said. 

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly 
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper 
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at 
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance 
costs . The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare 
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being 
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions. 

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to 
Gore's proposals, although most lauded him for tackling what many 
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43 
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or 
employer health plans. 

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way 
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at 
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94 
health care reform plan. 

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy 
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said 
that while helpful, Gore's program would not solve the problems of 
most uninsured Ame1icans. 

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have 
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at 
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal--and would have 
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only 
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been 
eligible, Brown said. 

"It sounds I ike a number of interesting and useful smal I pieces 
which will help states expand [coverage) if they want to," Brown said. 
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured 
population out in the cold." 

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify 
for assistance programs but cannot afford premiums for private 
insurance. While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a 
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people 
cannot come up with the up-front money. 

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday 



is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million 
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's 
Health Insurance Program. 

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care 
analysts . California, where access to health care has recently been 
broadened, would feel less impact than most. 

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the 
pove1ty level--Gore's proposal--by next month. The children's program 
here goes under the name of Healthy Families . 

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details 
In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the 

pre~idential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about 
the plight of .the uninsured but left specifics for later. 

His Democratic primruy opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill 
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health cru·e. 
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear 
"that the vice president and I have a different approach to the 
fundamental health care issues facing America." 

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate, 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of 
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace." 

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his 
own health care plan. 

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of 
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical 
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94. 

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of 
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque 
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs. 

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort, 
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore cleru·ly alluded to the 
fiasco. 

"This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying 
to what he was compaiing his effort. Later, he said rather pointedly 



that the country needs "visionary but practical change." 

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of 
HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care 
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by 
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles, whose three children are now 
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina 
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein 
in HMOs. 

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into 
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common 
complaint that HMOs too strenuously limit hospital stays. 

"I am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions 
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," 
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they 
have no right to play God." 

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron 
Brownstein contributed to this story. 

Copyright Los Angeles Times 
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The Los Angeles Daily 

Gore details health-care plan 

By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer 

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable 
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income 
adults and retirees. Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice 
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the 
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994. 

"Experience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing 
what is wrong with Ametican health care," Gore said. 

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care 
system, to make our families healthier and more hopeful for the new century 
ahead." 

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program, 
which backs state programs for low-income families , including California's 
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent 
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured. 

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent - the 
equivalent of $41 ,000 made annually by a family of four. 

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put fotth a speci fie health-care 
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los 
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul 
the country's educational system. 

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where 
legislators have budgeted an-expansion ofHealthy_.Families to the 250 percent 
level for the fiscal year. 

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that eam too much to 
be eligible to buy into the insw-ance program for their chi ldren and themselves. 

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide 
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000 
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families. 

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed. 

"This is a pretty revolutiona1y proposal because it would be extending Medicare 



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel , director of critical care medicine at 
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech. 

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern 
Cali fornia and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's 
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join 
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the 
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based 
insurance, not replace it. 

"Employers are smai1. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage 
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side 
effects." 

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that 
state !'one-quaiter of al l children are sti ll out in the cold." 

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit 
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to 
buy into Medicai·e; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care 
insurance when they return to work. 

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in 
the fall. 

"We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches 
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ 
from the Democrats ," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky. 

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign termed Gore's proposal an 
unnecessaiy big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-iunning 
Republican candidate does not have a health-cai·e proposal yet, said Scott 
McClellan. 

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the 
campaign," McClellan said. 

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill 
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a 
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest es timate of a 
program's cost. 

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds 
good," the former U.S. senator said. 

Bradley, who has espoused more uni versal health -care coverage than Gore 



proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that 
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach 
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America." 

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly 
after noon to attend what staffers called a se1ies of "p1ivate meetings ." He also 
attended a reception at a p,ivate home in the Los Angeles area and then 
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood. 

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and 
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to 
Washington, D.C. 

--
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HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEAL TH CARE FOR 
CHILDREN 

BYLfNE: Associated Press. 

DATELINE: LOS ANGELES 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that all children have 

access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of 
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the 
health-care system. 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, if he captures the 
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health 
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system 
failed to win congressional approval in 1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fel l swoop," 
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there is a 

way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong with American health 
care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for 
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on 
their agendas . 

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one refer~oce clearly was 
aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "In some states, Texas 
springs to mind, one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold," Gore 
said. 

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than that 
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill 

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal 
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health-care firms would drive up costs . 

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily from 



.. . 

initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by Republicans . 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of 
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every 
American has access to affordable, quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane 
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax 
increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's 
Health Insurance Program, the primruy vehicle Gore would use. 

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in 
families with i~comes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block 
grants to states. 

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 
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HEADLINE: CAMPA IGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kid s 

BYLfNE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau 

SOURCE: Los Angeles 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about 
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable 
coverage available to all Americans. 

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, I will 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access 
to fu lly affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers 
at Children's Hospital , one of America's major pediatric centers. 

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by fo1mer Sen. 
Bill Bradley (D-N.J .) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough 
for children in poverty. 

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his 
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a 
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is 
growing rather than fading. 

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president 
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the fo1mer senator 
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks. 

_, 

"Some . .. will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size­
ftts-all solution," he said. 

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care 
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging 
package of reforms "carefully, realistically and step by step." 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop," 
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest unti I every single 
American has affordable health care." 

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the 



. .. . .. 

Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to 
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families. 

Cun-ently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in families that earn 
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level. 

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibi lity cap would be raised to 250 
percent, or about$ 41 ,000. 

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent. 
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower' the cap below 200 percent. 

Despite the CHIP program, the Chi ldren's Health Fund, an advocacy group, 
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance. 

And Gore, promising to spur the states to greater effo1ts, took a dig at 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential 
nomination, also without saying his name. 

"In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-quaiter of all children are 
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable." 

Gore would also allow families who cun-ently do not qualify for CHIP and do 
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program, 
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents' 
mcome. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into 
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help 
defray the cost. 

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55 
and 65. Cun-ently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65. 

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say That any public 
expenses should be "fiscally responsible." 

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the 
context of a balanced budget" and not in te1ms of a tax increase. 

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address , 
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed: 

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights . He has promoted legislation that 
would allowing patients to sue their HM Os and collect damages when care has been 
denied. 



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. · 

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their 
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies. 

lmprove privacy safeguards for patients. 

Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses . 

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance 
organizations. 

"I am ce1iainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made 
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't 

have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God." 

--
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SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S CHILDREN 

ANCHORS: TOM BROK.AW 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE Sl-DPMAN 

BODY: 
TOM BROK.AW, anchor: 

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far 
as the president and the first lady. Claire: 

CLAIRE Sl-DPMAN reporting: 

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The 
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance. 
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course, 
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

Vice President AL GORE: I will ensure that by the year 2005, eve1y single 
child in our counuy has full access to fully affordable health care coverage. 

SHlPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government 
program which offers low-income families insurance for their ~hildren. If 
people earn too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in. 
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And 
anyone earning up to $ 100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a 
government program would get a tax break. Gore also suppotts allowing people to 
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 
Health care experts call it practical. 

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA): It builds on programs that already exist and 
seem to work well. 

SHlPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it. 



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, aJI of the proposals that I have put 
forward will be integrated into a balanced budget. 

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30 
and$ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it 
all add up. Tom 

BROK.AW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al 
Gore campaign. 

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH As millions of kids go back to school, are 
their teachers really prepared to teach them? 

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most Ame,ican elementary and middle school teachers don't 
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect. 

BROKAW: SA YING OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the 
teachers? 

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does 
food shopping online real ly work? 

~· 



NBC News Transcripts 
SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AM ET) 
September 7, 1999, Tuesday 
LENGTH: 276 words 
HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEAL TH INSURANCE 
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD 
ANCHORS: ANN CURRY 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: 
ANN CURRY, anchor: 

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most 
families in the.US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's 
Claire-Shipman has details now. 

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting: 

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy 
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The 
centerpiece? Health coverage for every child in the nation by the year 2005. 
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a current 
federal state partnership, called CIIlP, which offers insurance to children whose 
families earn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to 
two and a half times the poverty level or$ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd 
also allow families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their 
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get 
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't 
participate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents 
of children who quali fy for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid, 
and that focusing on kids is smart. 

Mr. ED HOW ARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It really 1J1.akes a difference. 
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. Tiley don't get care 
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with 
conditions like earaches that tum into infections. 

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of 
this will be cheap, say experts, at least $ 30 billion over five years. The vice 
president says he can.pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his 
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News, 
Los Angeles. 

LANGUAGE: English ·• 
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<=I> View Related Topics 

SHOW: CBS THJS MORNING (7:00 AM ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

TYPE: Newscast 

LENGTH: 69 words 

HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO 
UNVEIL NEW 
HEAL TH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY 

ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS 

BODY: 
THALIA ASSURAS, co-host: 

Vice President Al Gore reportedly plans to unveil a new health-care 
proposal today. In an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said 
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's almost 11 million uninsured 
children by the year 2005. Gore also picked up an endorsement from Iowa 

Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting sta11S at the Iowa caucuses early next 
year. 

_, 
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Gore to unveil health plan 
Speech to offer sp_~cifics as Bradley prepares challenge 
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~i:IJt,! !!~: iJl,i!il: i,!i !;11~i!fiiii1~Illi1!it!,1! ri!!ii,1ri Hltilli~ ~ 
-Swamped workers switch to 'unlisted' e-mails 

By Stephanie Armour A •1 have an e-mail that I only disclose lo certain 
USA TODAY "'\ people- Otherwise It's crazy: - Susan Purcell, 

1n 1 !q1Hed! ft1'11on ot.,... cooking Web site rounder 
ll!led pt,onellUfllben,empio,. ----'-----------
- .. ~ prt-nte ~ )'OIi ltave someone's eme en ett Junie t~••~ known • 
add"'59el llleJ .._. onlJ wttll e-mail." J11YS Alldrn' GIiman, spem.llllell!I ~ '-doe 
,pedal cllfflll, contacts or pmiclenl III CommCott Coo- a report b7 lbe Ciarlner Groal) 
tl1ends. ailllnc Group, a Waslllnglon of Slamfonl. Con11- tbe Ftderal 

tbe fflO\'e loWlrd CJONlclm. D-C.~communlallonlllld 1l'lde Comm1llloe ~ 11P IO 
1181 N!lall edd"'9S - off- lratnklg llrm. "E-mail Is aot.. 4,500 coms,lalnb a clay abOat 
amtts to all bat • lelec:t '"' - UlrOUCII Ill e\'Olutlon. ond !his Is ull90lldled -u. 
Is bOOmlnC • more wortcm Ille nm ,tep. • ~ pe,111 WIil' '-1 EID­
,tn,ggle ID ffl8lllllt a delop Of 'Mrtm we using Ille ,emf,. bellderot O!!Roed Clpllll _, 
"'"'9lllled memces at lbelr ,ea-et llddrmel to: · three Hnell llddr-'s at Ills 
"replar"' NIIIII llddre& ► Dodie DDW&ftled ......0. SIil Fra«:bco lmalmeal llnn. 

"The new sign of status Is II More lbao DO'- of lnletMt .,. -n wor1ts wen; Elnbendtt 

..,._ "Jbe Olllen tab. bedt-
1e81 to ffl)' conJldeftlal NMIL" 
► Kttp erpnlttd. Usln& 
~ - ,pedjlc purposes 
- confusloll. ~ Randy Benlard. C£O of 
Plol 1 Al Bodi Riden ID Col­
orlldoSpr1np, Colo.. wtlolteeps 
one MwlJmt IDr ~ 
01W1 eIpoadeuce: -nt Rtdom 
""91tout.ngl"'5me1noppor­
tunl(y to keep 1117 bastries Ind 
penoml ~ ~ -
► San time.~ don't 

ltaYe to wade ttro,ap I Slew of 
fl1'1Cloolmemce,. 

"It's eosler than goln& 

tllrooCh Ill tile e~eJ~• mys 
Ear1 Pennel~ I buslnas de¥d­
opmen( manager 11 HyCD, a 
SIil ,-., Cant.~ ,ol!ware 
demopment llml. wt,o rtlles 
on two Nnall accounts. 

White lcttplnc track of mul• 
llple passwonls « e.mall boXes 
CIA be• ltassle, mall)' worten 
St(f the hffclacltes are worth It 

"'ltu baYe to ltaYe I Sll'8tea:J. 
I ltaYe an «neJI l/laC I onlJ dls­
cto,e to certeln people,· SIO'S 
Susan Purcell. w1lo Is CEO and 
founder ol llCOOk.com. a Bnlns­
wlck. Maine, cooltlng slle. "0(1\­
erwtse, ti's auy.· 



Gore Pledges 
A Health Plan 
For Every Child 
~ \ By ROBERT PEAR 
LOS ANGEL.ES. ~ - 7 - Vice 

Prttldtnt Al Gort proposed today to 
cuarant• IICCUS IO allordabM 
health Insurance lor Ill dllldren by 
2005, txpa:ldlna on a procram .,.. 
ac1«11-~a,..a,olhalheCIOIICedod 
h•d hod llmlted IU«flS IO lar. 

eott·s Pf"OPOSa.l ra.llff • qHSOOft OI 
oqul1y and laimtll: Why should tho 
Govtnuntn1 provide subsldu.td 
health Insurance to odijllS wttb cllil• 
drtfl "'11k dtnyln& II 10 adul11 ol 
-111nc as• w1- chlld,-tfl? 

Mr. GOfC did not u y hoW much hlS 
proposals -Id cost or hoW ho 
-Id pay foe lhtm. Chris Ldlant. a 
spokesman for lht Vke Prosldtn1. 
said. "This will be dont In tht COftlUI 
ot a balanced budatt. and wt'II put 
O<ll a dttall,d bu4Stt p,_aJ lattr, 
but we hlYC no price 1q richt now." 

Hta!U,<art txparts uld !ht (OSI 
of Mr. GOfc's p,_a1, -id aJ. 
moM surtly exCftd Sl◄ billion ovor 
livt ~•n - Ille a mount approprial• 
eel by Conartss to COYCr a mulmum 
ol llw mWiOn youncsttn In !ht ....., 
hoallh procram for chlldrm. 
. >.•J-nini.Ur~tlon oflicla1s haw dlid• 

Mr. Gort act-1<4c«1 · that tht 
number of Amtrlc&N without health 
COYCra,e had lnc:rtued lttadily 
since be and PruldtDI Clinton 1001c 
oflict . But In a s))ftdl at Chlldttn's 
Hospital o1 Los An&tlts, In Holly• eel Conams and . sovomors lor not 
wood. he said. " II you tlttt mt Pml- dol11s more to lncruR health lnsur-
dtnt, I will inNrt that by tht ym = ~::«~!_•~II b ! tncClty 
2005, t Vtry •Ina~ chlld In Ollr cow,. • • '• -a11se u,t '" 
try bas lull access to lully allordal>k ton-Gort Administration sharts rt­
health ~rqt." Hurly II million spons,:,uity lor Ille faUurt to lulhll 
dllldrtn art now uninsured. I tht P mbe ol procrams alrtldy tn· 

Wbtlo Coacrtts cruted tht Qui, acud at tht Pruldenc's rtqUHL 
dttn's Htaltll lnsurMCt Proaram in Dapice a 'tlbnnt -my, Mr. 
1"7, k save Ille states bllliom ot Gort ll&ld ...s.y, tbe .. ~r o1 
dollanllftd~tleldbW(yllll ~~bultll-,_. 
how the --r could be uec1. Mr . • has boa srvwtnc by about • mllllon 
Gort saldbe~e,q,&Dd.ucMJty • ~ . 
loc lbe pr,,cram by lncrtUlftC t11e / Tbls II •- ol tht few-=tal lndl· 
UmllS on famUy ~ and by al• c.aton th&( llave llO( lnlpl'O¥ed Wider 
lowtas - ..,_. IO -,.a rill Ille.,.... Cllnlo«iore --y." 
lhdr dllldnD. ID addldoll, lie -W AYI • - ,..,. • lloallb policy 
lrnpoM f llwlclal paultlH on 11a1U prtpt.nd by the GoN c.ampaJsn. 
- fall to - Faclual tarseis for Evea lboolp ~ llu cruud 
tht -- of cNldrea. whllt of· and expanded -.I htaltll pro­
ftr1nS """"- for - that - srams. ~ bu bea ..._,.,1. 
11w ,oa1s. • Ir IMdeqow.c, • tbe doaa.- says. 

The A.dcnlnlstralloa said 1111 luly ~ lloule afflclals llave known 
t11at IJ mwi. · cblldrta 1'ad Mell for -.I )'ears tbat It least four 
-,,!led 1111 111,r dllldlrss .....,._ mlllae~tllcllle for w..ticald 
Pf'OC'an\. Mr. C11M011 said lhat lie '"" IIOI -,'OIied, Md Chen II no 

mdeacietbat11"1--,11uP1t 
~ llna apocMd at lust tlll'N ._ ........ 81111)' elforU and U • 

llllUloa by-ud tllat be - tllere- llonadals by Fecltnl offlclals in 
10ft - . Utile dlsappolnled. H .,~ 

Aides to Mr . Gort said bis propos- Mr . Gort rtpated Administration 
aJs. taken ..,t1Mr, could provide proposals to define Che ripes ot pa­
COYCn«e for II mlWon "' lS million tlents In he&ldi ~ orsanl• 
Amtric.aRI. - ot tllom chlldrtn. &&tions, IO aubUsb - ,,.-acr1ptlon 
The numbtr of ptOple wto-t health druc btntflts under Medlcart and to 
insurance bu beta cllmblns In Ille provide a _,... tu cndlt for tht 
last de<ad4 and - eueeds '1 mU- cost ot aunlQs llome care. But tht 
lion. locus of bis apeedl WU on unlllsurtd 

The aoaJ ot otftr'llol alfonlable ~ Md Mr. Gor-. Gfftnd tbeM 
health Insurance to all dllldrm. Ideas to deal W1lb Ille pn,bltm: 
thoush ambitious. II modest by con,. flbe Federal eo--t lhould 
pat1son with Mr. Cl-•• orielnal ""- fluac:lal --1tJes • II.alts 
plan to .,.arantN hta!U, insurance 11\at do llG( - Federal watts for 
for all Amtncans. tnroUIQs ,-,..npten In Medicaid and 

"We 1,a.,. all lumtd that,.,. CAD- ,In lbe - be&llh J)<'Olram for c11n. 
not OYtrtlaul the 1ysttm In one ftU ,dren. At tbe same time. the C.-m­
rwoop," Mr. Gortsaldlnunderlinlnc .,_ WOUid pay bonuH$ 10 II.alts 
the difftrtACa ~ bis ap- tlw-tbdrpls.(Mr.Gortll&ld 
proacll and tht srand ICbemtS cit- 11h11 WOUid malto llalU accountable 
v1Nd ID INJ b)' Ille President and for tbela' performance. 1k1C crltJcs 
HWary Rocll&m 0lncoa.. said k ~ ,-an1 - lhat an 

He also IOOlc a dis at the ltadllla IU0CeedJn&. It Ille axptnse of II.alts 
caadldate for Ille Repllbllcaa Pral· lhat art scnaatlac-) 

• deoUal Mmlnadoa, Go¥. Georp w. • SlatacouldapaadellslbllMyfor 
Bush ol Tuas. llOdns tlw--40Uttll ~ aew Ollldnn'a Heald, 1-ruc. 
ol lbe chlldna 1111 - Ra1.e lacl'"' Procram, eo famlllts w1111 ...,._. 
tnsurance - a IIJ&her pn,porUon up to U ~ die otfldal po¥trty 
than ID ~ &Ar OCbtr -e. level could quall(y. ID - atata, 

WIiiie locuslns • cblldta1, Mr. Ille crillllls • family ""-11 aet at 
Gort otfertd -.I ptOpOSals today twice Ibo po¥trty level For a family 
to lncttaM covens• of adulu, -. of four, tbe ~ level 1111s ~ 1s 
He ~ a acw tu ertdlt to 111.100. 
offset 25 percent of tho coat of llealth •MO<C afflllCOt famWa ahoulcl be 
lns.aranct purcllued by lndiv1clua1s allowed IO bll)' -,.... covens• 
who llave no acc:as to •~r- for )"NICRen tl>rovcll w.dic&ld or 
apo,uortd cowrase. tht new dllldren's hullh proc,am U 

• Today, COCllpulits that fll'O¥lde tho pa.-. -.1' lor comp&Dlts that 
cown,e set a tu brtalt," Mr . Gore do llG( prowlde beallll benefits. Such 
said. " BUI llG( lndlVlduals who !,ave families WOUid llave IO pay tht fuU 
to Stt CO¥tra,e • tlwlr C1W11. That' s l)ttmlual. bUI dlls ~ ollm be a 
Just not fair, and we have to change barsaln comptrtd wtth pr1(n in lhe 
It." private market. bee.a- tars• SOY· 

Many Rcpubllcans In Consms •m-prosramshawmudl1ru1-
asr.. tr purctwtns power than lndlvld• 

In addklon. Mr. Gore' s proposal 10 ua1s. The Gort c.amp&Jsa said there 
expand tht Chlldrtn's Htaltb lasur• -« more than ,_ mllllon vnln• 
once Procram, crtated In 19'7, 
-Id extend oowrase io tht seven 
million unlllsuttd odUIII ~ chll• 
drcn a re t lls iblc lor tither Medicaid 
o, tht new chlldttn's procra m. 

The '°lie of lht p,_al ls llmplt 

I IL 
Most u.Nnsured children come rrom 
lamllln In whldl lht pattnts a,e 
lhem- lllllnsurtd. But Mr. €be~c.\u Uork €\mes 

, 
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Excerpts From Gore's Speech on Care 
Foltowi"' ore u ctrpU f rom on oddrtu on 

h<Ollh corc y«stc,doy by Vo« P,uid,,u Al Cou ot 
the O.fld,tft 0 S Hospotol of Lo, An(du. OJ ,tcOt'dff 
by 111c Hew Yo,t llmu: 

For mott than 50 ~an we have been encaced In 
a battle to provide the kind ot halth care a cru1 
nation owu Its poopk. How alter that lone century ot 
,llort. c:onmct and con«m. It Is time to move pu1 
thtoretlcal and philosophical d ivisions beyond a Sttr• 
lit debate about labels and abstractlons to ask what 
wt can do now to tab concrete. spedl,c. realistic 
steps to Imp~ health covtrace f<w all ot the 
American people. 

Today I'm propoolnc and with your bdp as 
President. I wW flcl>t for a 1trlcs ot atq,s to do Just 
tlw. We m...i ODd we can lns,ire a st< ot 11chU ao lhat 
all Americans can have bt&lth COW1'oCe and IICQWly 
ctt the care they arc - all Americans who have 
he&lth c:ii,wnce. will eet the UN Ibey arc catltled to. 

"'' - and - tall - - to alfordablt quallcy Jlcalth care lot cvcry dllld In the catlrt 
-ry by the :,ear JOOS. Join - - and we w\U do 
that. We must and - cu ........, -ard accoss to 
alfordablc. quallcy hulth can tor n,rry A­
l&mlly. 

This Is a lwldarotnt&lly different approach. We 
haw all lurned that we caanoc overbMll the rystem 
111- kU swoap. E>:pa1ellce bas~ a that tl>ere 
Is & •-r 10kMp w1w ls l1cbt wbllcfbtlac ...... 
W)""I wldl "-ricaa boakb care. 

ll,e locus ot •J pNlpOAI II boaldl UN for 
-1tJac lamllleL It 11111 put...,_.. ODd ,_-1n 
curp. - H.M.O.'s .S llllwaact compules. '11le 
SU11C-l'm.......,.lle'."todayw\Upar-. 
accoss to affordable btalth --,e for rtffJ c:hlld 
In America IIDd w\U provide heallb<&N optlool fM 
mllllons _. adults. Bid let - be dear. We~ 
rest -0 n,rry lin&le American has affot'dabk 
bt&lth c,overace •••. 

Some will arcu~ lhat 1rt.11u acct.u to health 
cart is a luxury we c.an't afford even as they covet 
our -«cl surplus for the sptcl&I lnttrHU and 
propoM to blow It on a ruty tu schcm• that wwld 
drive us rt&hl back Into splr &llnc Federal deliclts. 
For more than two decades I have lttft the stNUle 
~-wortlnc f amDltl and sptclal lnttrHU Tbt 
lobac:cx, lobby, th, cun lobby, those wt,o slOOd oC&Ulst 
the Family i..eave Bill I co,sponsored ln the 5"natt. 
We've had to fl&ht them au and we·re not about to 
.iop now. Others wtn ~ue acatnst rdormlnc our 
healllKart 1ys1em car, tuuy. rullltlully and sttp 
by st~. Some of them wlll tell you that the only 
acctptable lJ\Swtr Is a -..IU-flts-aU solution. But I 
believe Amtr1clJ\S ltnow ~I.er. They know. you and I 
know, we notd vts1ona.ry but practlc.al chance. 
dw\ce dial CU be enacted Jato law, chance Chat 
wotks for woritlnc lamlllel, dwlc• Chat meets their 
cares and concerns, Iha! respecu the diversity of 
btaldK&ff ""4s. Our cause Is wr1llnc famllles. 
And In lllll campalcn and In the ~an ahead, let's put 
their lfttfftSU first. ahead ot the sptcl&I Interests. 
ahead of anyduaa. 

This Is a Unique momcat f« our Ulloa. for our 
people. Our -.ny Is IU'OIIC. IDdted - arc In the 
midst ,of tht lonceat period of prooperity In our 

, pucetlme blstory. But we know that prosperity a.lone 
will aot -tht~-we facclD"-rlcan 
loealdl care. And u llany TNGWI reminded Ill wbm 
be bocu lllll llcht 50 years aco, tn • time ot pniapen­
(Y, we can afford m&I\Y lhln&s. Bid W-l>ealth Which 
cu be ....-,ted « c:urad II - thlac wt ...,_ 
affonl. 

Wt-llkour~DOWIObttqllCW 
ch-.nce to our bealtb<&re system, to make our f am­
lllts bt&lthler IIDd more hopdul for the ...., ceatury 
ahead. That's the kind ot dw\ct that wonts lot 
wor\lnc families. And Chat' s why I'm NMlnc for 
President ol the Unlled Slatts. 

sured c:hlldnn In families with 11>­
comts Cllcttdln& U times tht otll• 
cl&! poverty level 

Hulth<arc experts said M r. 
CIWe'I pn,pos&II would ckar1J btlp 
aome worklnc famUiH. but mlcht 
divert statts from the task of flndlnc 
and tnrolllnc chlldr,n who are al· 
ready •llalble for bt&ltl\ btotllts. 

for carolllnc dllldra, la a procram 
that already offers states a cenerous 
financial lnc,nllve to do t...i that. In 
the oew OiJldra,•, Health Insurance 
Procram, as In Medicaid, the Fed· 
c ral Covemment and the states 
share the costs, but the Federal Co•· 
Cfflmtftt pays a i&rCU &hare ot the 
c:osu In the oew procram. 

lntffldtd 10 rutore he&lth Insurance 
for tens of thoulands ot children who 
lost coverac• wtltn their families 
wtrc renwved from the welfare 
rolls. In theory. most such chlldrtn 
were still tUc)ble for Medicaid, but 
their parents did not always ~allxe 
It, and otlic:lals ln aome llatH Im· 
prop,rly CUI oll he&lth benefits alone 
with ca.s:h uslsc~. Mr. Core wwld c•~ statts a bonus Som, ot Mr. Core's p,oposats a,e 

ebe~cw Uork ~nnc, 
_, 
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Gore Outlines 
~roposals on 
Health Care 
Guaranteed Cove'.age 
For Children Is Pledged 

currenlly without health UISUl'1J\Ce. 
~ haw a.O leamtd that - cannot =rhaul 

the system in one lcU swoop: Co« ~ d. borrow­
inc a lioe used recenlly by fint b,4y Hilbry Rod­
ham Ointon. wt,- ambitious health reform pbn 
lal~ in 1994. ~ bu tau,ht us U..t 
there is a way to kttp what is righl. while fixing 
what is wront wilb American health care.• 

Generally, b"beral and CIOIISttYlUW health care 
advocates reacted !avonbly to the proposal. "In a 
period of iDcffln,owism, this is I big deal and 
wry practlca1. • uid ROIi PoUack. uccutivc direc­
tor of Familia USA, a health care ad¥0ClCy croup. 

The ideas ... cletaibed ,at,tday put Co« 
«jllltdy in the middk of the leadint presidential 
coolcodcn. Bill Bradlef, theoalyoehtt Democnt 

By Czc 1 CoNHOLI.T in the rate. 1171 l,e will - ,dease I bolder 
QM AM'f CoU>STEIH and-almoot ~ ~ pwl llut 
... .,...,.... ,.,. s../J .. ,.,.,. will can foe lllliwnal - to t.nnc,e. "Mil-

. liom "'Americam ll&'fc ll<rioaa - about ·-Vice l'resideot Co« ,atmlay pcomised to the aftilability ot htallh cart -. IDd the 
iuarwee accesa to bealth lmuraAce foe a.O chil- -6(,ottllelrcare."Bradleraald. 'Tmcl-adto1ee 
elm, bJ 2005 u part ot a ampalp propoul that that Ifie vice praldmt lhara ~ belief that tbete 
cooilil mead~ lo u mmlJ u ~ of COD0fflll ..ibralop priori(r. 
dln3 millloa Americans wboatt ~ ~ Texas Go.. C-,C W. Bulb .t other~ 
. ' In I~ spc«:11 that laid out bia 'NIOII ol bow licull l,aw aot o&r,d decailed .... 00 healtJ, 
to-.theuuoo'ahakheatt.,..._Gottailo care bat IDee-alhawoppoaed thebrotod eq,an-
wd tbat. If decud praideat. he would\dp par• ... "'i-r-t procrama. "TIie P'U1l0I° 
eataaad ~o,erthea,eot55~~ doelll't beliefta ~ ,_,,_. IOlutioo Is the 
foe the lint tilDt throucli the couauy'a pul,lic • 1 ~ to _,., prab[aa." mJ ..,.,__,, 
- ~ . . MIDdr 1'tadoel; addia( dial .. - ·to IDcrase 
. ~w:,e pmldeal called foe•-l)'Stan~6- ~"' pcOlllc wlao1ttelielblt b-ailtin( 
Ulldal"--IDd,-ltleatobdp~ pa nt'-ialtlipn,crwm. 
alala do a bdltr Job oi locatia( the llllilliolll ot In Ilia apced,. Gott alacled oat Texas for 11s 
childrm wbo qaali(r for-W ltt IIOt earoled ~ aambu "' -"-" dllldrea. ootlnt that 
~aad the f0¥CRIIICl'l'a relatiwlr DCW ooe-quarttt ol them "att d oat in the cold.. 
C::hildral'a Health~ Procram, Aftd he pro- In a --ddiwry that rlffl)' c!Mted 
~ a a,stem ol 25 perc,eat tu brew to mal<.t &om the~ tatacrolliaton hil Tdcl'rocno-
ins,nnc:e- affordable to .,aal[ busifteues and 
people wbo oeed to buy it on their own. Tc:r, Gott methoclicaQy made hil cut for "TiskJn. 
. ~ must and - C111 - towa,d lCl0eSS to aJ. ary but prac:tical c:hanc't," The vice p,esiclent PW 
foidahle, quality health care for _,., American I DO~ u to bow much Ilia plaA -,Id coot. and 
WIiiiy; Gott uld at Owdral'a Hoapita1 ot Los aideswdmac,lythataDolGott'acampaioaprom-
~ in the lalNt in I aeriea oi apttd,a aimed isea would be paid for within the c:ontul ol I baJ.. 
at bumithinf a ~tatioa for aubctantiw policy anced bud&'<i-
prol)OWS. As he bas done with laU<$ IUCh u edllCltion • 
• · ~ -he offered aewnl oew ide:u. larc, parts Cott is att=c>tint to explJld oa the health care 
ot Co«'a plan amount to a c,ontinuatioa ol Ptni- foundatioa laid by Ointon without ndically de, 
dent Ointon's propo6als, indudint initiatiws to putlngfrocn it. He~~luasupportfora"pa-
hdp disabled people kttp thrir covc,ng, il they re- tieots' bill o( rict,ts· that the administration wants 
111m to won. and to ,Sw tu brew to Americans ~ to adopt to protect people In ~ 
foe lone-tmn care. care plans. 

Cott aid he fa110n the adminlstntion'a prop» "'I am DOt utisfied when life««ath medical 
al to - the upect.ed buclft( aurplm,es to kttp ckcisiooa ft inadt by HMO battauc:nts at the 
Medlc:att 1rom ruaniilc out o1 -, ear1r m the OChtt ....i o1 . telq,bont *· · .., aid to 1CJP1ause 
acxt cimtury, addinc that be oppoaes the politi- from about 100 ~ otficials and anion nicm-
~ · aapopu1ar idea ol aialdac peopie wait ioa&'er bcn. "They doll't bate I liceme to practice a,edj. 
bdcitt they cao joiD the llltlon'a bealtb iDlunncr cw or a ricbt to pl.,-God.· 
~ for the dderty. But. otberwile..., _ re- TIie Defta ideM • Cott'a plaD att the oooatel• 
awb!,q mt 00 the l,ealth Cltt ._ -.Ii,( · lallc» oi ·.,,_is to maid healdi -. to 
amolWuhinctoft: bowtoratnlclutt Medlc:att cnore ot the utlllo'a -=-eel ddldtm IDd par· 
lO dial tt·r,mains finandaDy toMDI -0 into the fflll. ffe aaid the pd'llmeSlt abou[d upand die!-

, · bility in the Oiildrell'a Health r-..- Procram 
~ layfalc out his Yision al the Nt11tt ol bealth by aboat l mlllioa ,-csta-1. by raisin( the elici· 
can, Gott put the ...,. ol aeoeaa back on the polit• bility cdlilll[ to about $41.000 a :,ear ID IDcome for 
ic:al front-1,umtt It I time when the ranJcs o/ the I lamil)' of foar. Families with hi&litt illcocnes 
uninaared haw beal awdlint by about 1 million ~ be allowed to buy lmuranct throuch the 
each year. But he did 10 in I far IIIOtt callllous llllll- IK'OCl1ffl * about Sl.,200 I year. 
..... thaa the~ pitch that-• key Created ID a 1997 budf't ao-t betwttn 
ti..- of BiD Ointon'a 1992 p,aidential earn- ~ and the Wbi~ H-. the '2◄ billion 
paicn, pn,cru, was intended to cmc:r about balf ol tJ,e 

lndttd. Gore auno.t bnaed about the limit.s ol nation'a 11 million uni-,,dclwdm,.Butaccord· 
his propou1. thouch oil'acials familiar with the cle- int to the - recmt aJW1I. only 1.3 au'llioo ~ 
u ib o1 the p1an predicted that it -.Id J)rO¥ide takinc part. 
CO¥CR(e to perhaps IS million children and adults ------------ -

C,,,,noUy Npqrltd f rom Los A~•lu. Cold.sl,in 
fro,,, Washi11t1011. 

~I)(' l°tlCl51Jington l)ost 
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Gore Places His Emphasis on Children 
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative 

By JE.A~!o.: Cuw.)11:'ICS 
s11,,r ,..,po,-,, •I Tue W4U. Sn.a:n "°"""....._ 

WASHINGTON- Vice President Al Catt 
pr0l)0S<'d Ill atdits I« lamlllts and -1<· en""° must t.zy lhdrown health~ 
and fiJWICIII bonuses loutata 1h11 llcnlll­
cantty in<:reut lh< c:hlld health-Utt rolls u 
pan ol his new htlltlt«rt lnltl&ti>e. 

Unvellinc the plan 11 Ollldren's Hospl· 
tal in LoLS Ancelt1 yaterday, Mr. ·eore 
vowfd to take a 
"'fundan>entatly dll· 
ftrent 1pproaeh" to 
hulth-c1re refom1 
tban President Clln· 
ton did. " Wt have 
I ll lumed that we 
eannot O¥trbauf the 
system In one ltU 
swoop... the -.Ice 
president said. "El· 
ptrltneehUWIChl 
us 1h11 then Is a 
waylokttpwllalls 
rlfl>I, while llxlnc 
what Is WTOllf with 
American htalthcatt." 

Mr. Gott's lnltlatMS prlmltlly ~ 
build Oft -alrndy lntrnduced or ld0!Jl.td 
by th< OIDlon ldnllnlslrallGI But ulU­
matdy, ht said. bis eoal u pralda,I ~ 
bt lo emutt t11a1 mry dllld ID die U.S. bas 
l<USS 10quatl11 belllb cart byll05. 

MIOCI( his key propouJs an: 
• Anupanslollo(tbtOllltlmi'I Health 

In.sw-antt Procnm. a ltdtnlly IUlldtd 
stat• htalth-lnsura- procruD that pro-

Officials Kept 
Russian Probe 
From Gore 

By Boe DAVIS s,.,, ftt-,.,.ntT .,Ttc.s WAU. SntltCT JOUIINA.1. 

WASHINGTON-TrtUUI}'. St.ate Ot­
panment and Wllltt Houst ollldals 
lumfd this spnnroC allqatlansoC a inu• 
sl>e Russian IIIOllf)'-launckrln( operation 
lnYOIY!nc Bank oC New Yortt Co., bul dldll't 
pass the lnlont11tlon IO Ille ¥Ice prffidtnl 
or p,nidtnl. 

V\dts eover•c• 10 children from lowtr•in· 
eomt lamilits. Undtr the Gort ptan. tht 
procram would be adJustfd to appty 10 lam· 
Ules earnlnr u mueh u 250':. o! U1t 
povtr1y rate. or about $41.100 for a family 
ol lour. About OClt mllllon dilldren would 
lall Into lht lltW e&lt(OIY oC ecrttra(t. Tll• 
plan would also ptnnlt tow-Income parents 
to bey Into the procram. In addition. lami· 
lits that u m more than = or tht 
pover1y rate but don't have private health 
Insurance would bt atlowfd to buy Into the 

Procnm-
• • provision that would rrant nnanelal 

bonustS to stales that met( dllld health· 
eare enrollment t&,reU and reductions In 
CHIP lundloc for those that 11II IO show 
P")CTtlS. Fcdtral studlts hatt si-n that 
lllllllolls .oC chlldffll tUclblt tor rottm· 
meat-uslsltd health care an aot enroUtd 
ID tht procnms. Mr. <llotOD rectntly un· 
ftlkd a 1t1its oC IDIU&U- aimed at In· 
cnallncenrollalellClbalrlllPI tromdls-
patdline lerkral IDftStlptors 10 remw 
sti~ procrams 10 Sfflllnr 1t1tm to publte· 
IChoOI principals. Mr. Gort ~ tak• 
those dlocts a step lur11'tr by lllcludlnc II· 
IWldal !Dealtna. 

• A aew tax cndlt tll&l would com- 2S'. 
o( lbt premium QN:11 tor. nritt)' oC people 
wboarea'tcumnUycowredby~. 
For ex&llll)lt, the credit CGUld be UMd by 
.... ace,115 lot5 to buy IDlO Mtdlcart. 
by llll&ll llus1Dmts ID~~ In· 
swuce ~ . or by lamlllts who an, 

1oot1nr to buy prt..te ~ -

11.lE WALL STREET J OURNAL 

~DAY, SEPTEMBER 8. 1999_ 

O.li•uecl -"'- Alge AJ oC lhtlr lnteresL Bui tnvestl(aton dldn 'I 
t~ oC the IDnstlpUoo lo Aprll lrom rec· tdl the St.ate Department or NSC about the 
ulators at the Ftdttal Reucw Bank ol probes or whether lorelcn1)(111cy lssuts 
New Yort. TIU.SUty offlcWs were told were ln¥Olvfd. AS a rtsu!L said a senior 
lh<re wasn't aay ~ that U.S. or In· CllntOD ldmlnlstralloa otfldat. the 111,ca• 
tttUtlonal MootWy Fund ruources were ttons C0IICffll1nc money launderlnc and 
lnvolwd lo lbt money laundttlDc, • senior Bank oC NewYort werai·t passed Oft to pol· 
admllllstralloa oClicW said. Icy oCllclals at the Wllllt House or to th• 

The treasury Dtpartmtnt then relayed Ylct p<tsldtnt's ofllct. 
the lnfom11Uoo up the cllalo ol command Administration olllelals matte a distlnc· 
to then•Trtuury Secretary Robtn Rubin. lion bttwoen th< lnlonnatlon provided by 
Mr. Rubin has told fonaer colluruts tbat Ffd oetlclats or o.eneu coaw:u. and the 
htdotsn'tremembtrbtlnctoldoCthemat· Justlct Department's IOffllal money-t&w,• 
ttr. But Ille lnlonnatloa wasn't passed to dtrln( prol,t. TrtUUI}'. State and Wllllt 
SffllorWlllteHoustolflclalsbtea~ltwu House oClldals, lncludlnc Mr. Gore. 
eonskkNd to bt Ille pro,\llce oC the JusUct Wfftll't brltlfd about Ille lormat J ustice 
DtpartmtllL Ille admlnlstratlon olflclat · Depanmeatprol,t 1111W around AU(. 27. 
1111d. The Fed bas beai loOt1II( al questions 

Al Ille time, Ille Treuury WU eonsldtr- oC Russian money launcltrloc tor scent 
In( what eoorlltlons Ille IMF lhollld Insist time. ID 1995, It c:oodueltd III loqulry Into 

Viet President Al Gort, lo partlcul&r. 
has - a11lelud by Republican pttSI- I 
dtnUaf eandidatts tor bt!Ar ··out ol the 
1oop·· °" u.. moaey-lawldttlnr prol,t. c1e- I 
spilt his pocllloa u cb&lrman oC a bin&· 
Ilona! COIM\ls$lon lhat O¥URt1111&11)' U• 
ptets oC U.S.-Ruslla relalloas. "U thcn 
was a loop oC people, that loop was lonntd 
on the day we rece!Yfd a brltlln(' late last 
month. said a Gore aide. "It didn't ulst ~ 1-

fore then." 
But senior administration ollldals ru· 

1trday detallfd. lor th< llrsl lime. a HM 
ol (Ofttaets by which ftd<ral oCllclals 
ltamtd of the money•launcltrtnC probe by 
U.S. lnvtttlpton. 

upon 1o p«Otect aay 1u1ure 1oan1 to Russia poss1t,1e 111qa1 banklnc actMtltl by 
apJns( tbtft or inlsuM. Trtam1 Gtlldals Meuttp, die Russian b&llk lbal Is no,, a 
·neatua11y dtftloptd a plail ID wblcll aay -'locu, oe Ille _.iaundmliprol,t. That 
IMF loam~ Co 10 .-Y olf Russia's u · lnnstlptloa Included a 'rlslt 10 Moscow by 
lsUac ddlC 10 tbt IUnd and wouldn't pus a 1op Fed oCllcl&I and a lllfftlDC lo Wuh· 
throuch ,._. The OiDtoll oCllcl&I said ln(tOCI belwffll Fed lo-uptors and 
tbal lunllll( about die -,.launderlne Menatep Viet Ol&lnn&ll ~ Un Ka· 
pro1,t dldll't affect Ille l&lt(IW'ds thlt ~. - a lUdlnc 11CUre In Ille Bank 
were IOll(ht. oC New Yort lnfflliCalloas. 

Separately, In Marcil 1999, State De- President QlntOCI plans 10 raise the 
partment o{lldaJs lw1led lkUD a lorden money-launckrlll( ease with Russian 
~thatB&nltGfNewYortwubt- Prime Minister Vladimir Putin wtltn th< 
Inc lnfflliCaltd. State Otpartmtnl offl· two lllfft this weekend at an _,,1e 

Treasury o!lk\J\s lumed ol the u ls· 
PIM~ r,.,,, to Po/it A 16. Ollwm• I • 

dais lhtn aimed thtlr c:oUeacuts wbO sunvnltlnNewZuland. Mr.Cllntonwants 
wort on crtmt and~ lssuts al lbt to assure the Russians that the probe Isn't 
Wllltt House's NaUoMI Stcur1IY Council. btlnedrlvtn byU.S. domesUepotltJc:s, 1111d 
TQCtlhff. the State Dtpar1metlt and NSC a U.S. olllclal, and tmphulu U.S. eon· 
oCflclals brldfd the Justice Department «ms that lotematlooal loanS and aid no1 
and Ftdtral Bureau oC loftlllcalkln Oft Ille bt abused. ID-Upton are looklnr at 
altecatloas, twolfflloradmlDlslr&UonoCli· whtlhtr IMF loans ...... lmpf01)tr1Y di· 
dais said. Neither Ille Just1c:t Dtpartmenl 'trtfd lntooClsllort accounts. 
nor the FBI would eonllnn tbt u lsttnee o1 "Tbt presldent baS always been coo· 
the prol,t at that lime, the ollldals said. eemtd with Issues o! crime and eom,pllon 

Afterward. the Ototon oClldals said. In Russia. and has raised that In his meet· 
Sl3tt Dtpanmenl and NSCo!liclals would inrs with Russian omclals." said While 
--remind .. the Justice Dtpanm,nt and FBI House spotesman Jot Locl<han. 
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Gore shares pJan 
to expand access 
to health care 

··i 

Bacit lo ld,ool: ~Chc,i lal<es quastianl llomfnl· 
gadn II Booclre 0-Bsnentary School il Chy, Md. 

Politicians greet students 
with education proposals 

By Laurence McQulllan 
USA TODAY 

Vice Presldetll Gore WI· 
Yelled a broad plan Tuesday 
to bring atlwdable beallh 
care to mWloas of dllldml 
and low-lacome adu lts 
lhrougll • prccr-am ot tax 
credilS and fllndinc lnoenll¥Cs 
to the Slales. 

Bui be stopped lhOrt ot of• 
fer1n& detllls oa bow much 
bis Ideas wuld 00151. 

OuUlaia& bis beallh<are 
prionlles sbould bis quest for 
the Wle House IIICaled. 
Gore called tor lmprove­
mealS ID Ille msl.ing syslffll 
wblle dlldillC bis Dellloaallc 
rtYII, former ~ Bill 
Bradley, lor ~ aa ap­
~ tbat wuld murTeCI 

Reput,llcaas .S Democnls "'5lltld public ICllools '1\oes,, the deblle over ual¥Cnll 
daiY 1o 111Cb1P11be1r educ:llklll pc-ccraa • lludeals tt- bea11b en. 
lurDed alter--. "We llawe III leeraed 1b1t 

Presldelll CJlaloo told llladeals aad pwmb II IIIOOke we caaDOl ~ Ille sy,, 
Grove ~ Scllool la~ Md.. 1b1t Ille GOP tax 1a11 la ooe tell swoop.• Gore 
CUI -.ld lllll'teducallaafuadlae. "ll's belie lrllbmelic." be sald,aaapperatrdemice lo 
said. "We IIIUII la¥tlt mare, DOI 11:s, la eduallloa." Praldeal Cllaloa's W.faled d · 

ID CJDdmllll.Republlcal ~J.C. Wal!SJr.ot • tort Sbor1lY Illa' comlac lo 
Oklaboma. AlilJte NorUlap ot Jc.ealldy lllCI Sleoe Qabot of the Wl.e Bollle Ill 1193. "We 
Olllo ~ CllloD ElaDeal:lly ScllOal lo tout 1be GOP'I IIIUst 111d we cu leClft ec,. 
scbook:boloe plla llld db1s lo tuna.- fedenl -r ces lo lffoluble, quallly 
over lo local 1C11oo1 olldlll Ill ddamlDe • llell.lOIPCDd beallb care lor C¥erY c:blld ID 
II. They 1111d ICllool ~ pracnms 111d ds1« ldlools Ama'lca by 2005,· Gore aid 
CM pama lllerallt,a Ill IIIIIQc palllc ICbools. "1 llllnt ID a speecll ID IM Aageles. 
compelKioo ID lhe ldlools Is a .,od lblac, • Qabot said. Gore's plaa loa.- oa a:-

paadq procruns sudl as Ille 
CHINA ISSUE: House llllemalloaal Rdllloas CommlUtt O>lldrea's Health lmuraDce 
Olalrman ~ Gilman, R-N.Y. arg,ed Presldeat Qin- J>rccram lo OMrcblldffll la 
10n to press lhe Qloese leaderslllp to reaounce Ille 111e of families 1h11 am too much to 
~ aplnst 'hlwm. Clmoo medS 1111s week wllb Oliaese quallty for MedJcald but loo 
Pll!Sidfflt Jiang lemlA at Ille Asla-Pld6c Ecioaomlc Coop- little lo afford pr!Ylle Insur· 
eratioa summit. Cillmall said C,onpas Is ~ ab'oul ance. 
lhreals against 'hlwaa by malalalld Clllm. wbldl reprds SWes -.kl recel.-e addl· 
the Island as a rtDqade ~us.policy Is 11111 ~ Is 11oc1a1 fllndlQg for lhe pn>-
onl)' one Qliaa aad Ille Issue Is to be 101""1 peec:dully. P'JU. 

Camp&lgn Press Secretary 
PRESIDENTIAL TRAVEl.: ~ a.-. w11o visiled K1ki Moen said lhe ~ 
only 11\ree lordga COW11ries during his lint ,ar ID office, Is president will WIYCII ddails 
now Ille most wlddy lnMled ~ la 6>1 years ID of. la!er In lbe y,eer. 
ftce, be bas beea lo $1 coulllr1es .S lemlories. ~ Gore also called for a 251' 
Bush vlslled 36 OYer lour ,ars. wlll1e Roaald Reag111 weal refllndable tax credit tor lndJ. 
to260¥Crdghlyars.Amoa&posslbie llOpSla2000areArt· Ylduals wbo do nol baYe ae­
ardlca. Kosol/0 .s VldDam. Slephea Hes. a presldeaUal cess to beallb<are plans 
analyst at Ille BrootiaCS lmdtutloa, aid presldeals Imel lhrougll lhelr employers. 
mare II Ille end ot lbelr terms as lbeY IOok Ill build lbelr bls-
toricll lepey. "M 1beY C111De lo Ille end ot lbelr iqlme. 
lhey lead lo c,el mcft adulalloa 111d dleatac crowds WlleD 
lhe go ablold.. be said. "Polltldus. parUcullr1y pr"5ldeols. 
Wte that acct ol 1111ft. • 

SENATE CHARGES: Sen. Max ea.,. 
a15, I>Moat.. us lleea acx>Ded of 
making tmial fldwDces lonnl bis 
dlld ol aff. Clll1IIIDe Niedermeier. 
111d llrlaC ber --* told 111m lo 
!lop. Beuaas dealed ICllllllly -­
lag N~ aad aid tbe made 
lhe aa:malloas Illa' be told ber be 
- letllaC ber go becllR ol mtt 
complalms about lier lllllllflCdlell 

" l(yle. Sbe bas DOI llled a fonaal com• 
8auc:ul: ~ p1a1a1. The case was lint rep>r1,ed by 
ol hnssmn Roll Cal, a Captol KW aewspaper. 

FtDEQI.NET HACKER: £rte BurmotSbac'ellne. wam.. 
kMWD Ill comi,uter Uddng drdeS as -zytloa." pleaded 
CUIIIY ID AleDDdrla. Ya.. lo~ oa Ille '-"II peges 
of Vice Prelldeal Gore, NAro 111d Ille US. IDlonaallon 
At,eocy. ouuce aceeded '40.000. Buras 1eoes up 1o ave 
)'Cll'S ID priloaatsealaiclng Nov: 19. He also admltkd llaa· 
Ing OCber ~ w bullllelS Illes, .s advtslag olh· 
en on bow lo penetrwte Ille While House '-"II Ille. 

CORRECTION: AA llan 'lllesdll)' should baYe Slld Ille c.on­
stitulloa Party. tonnerty Ille US. T&Xl)ll)'e!S Party, nomlnat· 
ed founder Howard PbWlps to be pmldeot and syndicated 
columnlsl Joseph Sobnn lo be vi« pteSlde.-_ 

Writlen by Paul Leavln wtlh Sl:all and wire repo<1S 

--

He said companies get a 
we credit tor lhe cast or 
health lnSW'anCe, "but DOI In· 
diV\duals who l>aYe to get <X1V• 
erage oa lheir own. Thal's Just 
no1 fair. and we baYe to 
cban&e 11.· 

Gore also noted Ula! small 
b<l5lllesles account lor aboul 
301' ot the nation's wortdorce 
but tMI ~ do aot supp!y 
beallh care beCause II can 
005C lbem as muell as three 
times wbal II costs large com­
panies tor Insurance. 

Republican Rep. John 
lloebDer ot Oblo aid Gore's 
pla.o lalled lo address a key 
reason 111811)' small Inns do 
aot oller beallll coverage: 
lear lheY wW be subJed to 
lmolouslawlults. 

"Few rlgN-mlDded employ· 
en ID America wW eYeO dare 
to ollerbeallllcoverage" Ulllil 
I.bat Issue II addressed, 
llodlaer said. 

TIie Families USA Founda· 
tloa pnlsed Gore's willing-

-· add.- bealUK:lre 15-sues aod urced other 
c:mdldala Ill dllcU!IS ~ to 
alead --.e Ill aa esll­
maled O mllllaG AmertclDs 
wUboutl. 

ltGa Pollacll, aecutlYe di· 
red«otlbe consumer crouP, 
pnlsed Gore tor "being the 
llntpresldeallalcaadldateto 
outline a propcsal that would 
go a loag WIii' to belplng wor1c• 
lag lamllles eel Ille beallh 
COYel'lge lheY Deed." . 

ScoU McClellan, a spokes­
man for GOP front-runner 
~ w. Busb,sald, "Health 
care Is Ill Important mue, bul 
II doesoi require lhe kind of 
t,jg goyenuneot solullons thal 
Al ~ now ••. SUppor1S. • 

Bradley said, "We baYe to 
Judge What a pnigram can ac• 
complisll. not Just Whether II 
sounds good: 

Bradley said he would pro­
pose a beallh-care poUcy in 
seYe1"11weeks. 
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Gore offers Rx for the uninsured 
' Video 
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Media Player 

NBC's Claire Shipman 
reports on Gore's health 
insurance p<oposal. 

Vice President Al Gore unveils his plan to improve health care coverage 
for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los 
Angeles on Tuesday. 

By Claire Shipman 
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT 

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7 - Vice President Al Gore 
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook on Tuesday, promising health 
insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. 
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vore oIIers KX 10r me urunsureo 

Qalre Slllpaa■ 
UC COUUPONDlllT 

(le UveVote 
.., , 4 ' ~ 

How would you 
describe Gore's 
health care plan? 

A smart set of 
incremental 
changes. 
Too little, too late. 
A prescription for 
disaster. 
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Vote to see results 

IT IS ONE of Gore's costliest campaign proposals 
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every 
child in the United States health insurance. 

But what it doesn't do is propose an overhaul of 
the nation's health care system - a plan that backfired 
on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

"If you elect me president," Gore said, " I will 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our 
country has full access to fully affordable health 
coverage." 

Gore's key proposals: 
■ Let more people participate in a government 
program that offers low-income families insurance for 
their children. 
■ If people earn too much money to qualify, but still 
need insurance, they can buy in. 
■ Parents in low-income families would become 
eligible for insurance too. 

■ Anyone earning up to $100,000 who has to buy an 
individual policy or buy into a government program 
would get a tax break. 
■ Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early, 
at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 

Health care experts call the plan a practical one. 
"It builds on programs that already exist and 

seems to work well and I think it is practically feasible 
to get this enacted," said Ron Pollack, of Families 
USA. 

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president 
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic 
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will 
propose something approaching universal coverage, 
and Republicans and health industry advocates, who 
fear that imposing too many mandates on private 
health care firms will drive up costs. 

Gore won' t name the cost, but he says he can pay 
for it. 

"Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I 
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced 
budget," Gore said. · 

But with experts 
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estimating a cost for 
the program of 
between $30 billion 
and $50 billion over 
five years, many are 
eager to see just how 
he' ll make it all add 
up. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Gore unveils health care 
proposal for reaching the 
uninsured 
September 7, 1999 
Web posted at: 4 : 16 p .m. EDT (2016 GMT) 

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al 
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals 
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured 
Americans into the health care system, including 
a plan to give every child in the nation access to 
affordable health care by.2005. 

To bring more children into the ranks of the 
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, which 
helps states provide coverage to children in 
working families. States can use the federal CHIP 
money to cover children in families that earn up 
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected, 
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250 
percent. 

"That is a 
commitment 
that I'll keep," 
he said. 

Gore would 
also allow 
families that do 
not qualify for 
the program, 
aiti:l'do not 
receive health 
benefits Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday 
through their on the country's health care system 

jobs, to buy into the program. He would give 
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he 
believes are not fully utilized. 
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Gore unveils health 
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush, the Republican presidential front-runner,. 
when he noted that many Texas children don't 
have health insurance even though they are 
eligible for health insurance via CHIP. 

"In some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one­
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he 
said. 

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of 
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65, 
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed 
allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the 
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25 
percent tax credit to help defray the cost. 
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 
65. 

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach 
to changing managed care adopted by President 
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the 
system failed to win congressional approval in 
1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the 
system in one fell swoop," Gore said. 
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to 
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

Gore's plan also would: 

• Let people with disabilities keep Medicru:e or 
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace. 

• Encourage small businesses to band together to 
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by 
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms. 

• Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of 
- nghts, similar to legislation that Congress will 
consider when it returns this month from recess. 
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether 
he favors allowing patients to sue their health 
maintenance organizations and collect damages 
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted 
Democratic legislation this year that would do so. 
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Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients 
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that 
doctors can tell patients all their medical options 
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that 
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't 
have to change doctors in the middle of 
treatment. 

"They don't have a license to practice medicine 
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore 
said ofHMO's. 

He suggested that it also would require managed 
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's 
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered 
from depression. 

"I want to make sure that a patient with 
depression is given access to care on terms no 
different from a patient who has diabetes," he 
said. "And I will begin by improving mental 
health services for those who receive Medicaid." 

Gore promised to establish new public-private 
partnerships to expand access to prevention and 
wellness programs and to promote such 
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what 
the government's role would be, however, nor did 
he say how he would finance the new initiatives. 

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that 
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, 
who has said he will propose something 
approaching universal coverage, and 
Republicans, who fear that imposing too'many 
mandates on private health care firms will drive 
up costs. 

"Others will argue against reforming our health 
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by­
step. Some of them will tell you that the only 
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution," 
Gore said, in an ~pparent reference to Bradley. 

The Associat_ed_ Pr_ess contributed 
to this report. 
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms 

By Scott Lind/aw 
Associated Press Writer 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT 

Pn•u-er Siles 
New,;wook..com LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday 
lrita .. ica taterMt ll1de to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by 
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2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing 
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care 
system. 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he 
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental 
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after 
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional 
approval in 1994. 

" We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell 
swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us 
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week 
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the 
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas. 

-
Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks·, but one reference clearly 
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. ''In some 
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still 
out in the cold," Gore said. 

With his proposal, the vice president ~taked out different ground than 
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said 
lie will propose something approaching universal coverage, and 
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs. 

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily 
from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by 
Republicans. 

http://search.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv /W APO/ 19990907 N000595-090799-idx.htrnl 9/8/99 



" Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, 
quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris 
Lehane said that would come " in the near future," but that he did not 
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore 
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance 
coverage to children in families with incomes too high to qualify for 
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a 
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 

" We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether 
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan 
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be 
"stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be," 
Bradley said. 

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage, 
and the number has grown by about l million a year this decade. 
Some 11 million children are uninsured. 

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance 
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working 
fami lies. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover 
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level. 
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent. 

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250 
percent or higher, according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at 
the National Conference of State Legisfatures. 

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program, 
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the 
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents 
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid . 

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully 
utilized. 

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into 
such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million 
children and adults covered, Lehane said. 

http:/ !search. washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/W AP0/ 19990907 N00059 5-090799-idx.html 9/8/99 
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are 
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for 
Medicare at 65. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to 
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent 
tax credit to help defray the cost. 

Gore also would: 

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and 
is awaiting consideration in the House. 

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for 
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the 
firms. Republicans favor such an approach. 

--Press for a ''real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to 
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't 
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue 
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like 
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so. 

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who 
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's 
initiatives "a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the 
uninsured." 

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, " especially since it 
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage 
for the uninsured." 

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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Gore Health Care Glance 

By The Associated Press 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT 

Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday 
in Los Angeles: 

--Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance 
by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty 
line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of 
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with 
incomes above $41,000 to ''buy into" federally subsidized health care 
coverage . 

--States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage. 

--Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent 
refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack 
access to employer-based coverage. 

--People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when 
they return to the workplace. 

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their 
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit. 

--Would expand Medicaid coverage ofm~ntal health care. 

© Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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The Los Angeles Times 
Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children 
By CA TI-Il.,EEN DECKER, Times Political Writer 

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Clinton 
since the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice 
President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insure every chi ld in 

Ame1ica and to fill the health insurance gaps straddled by their 
parents , all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005. 

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal -state 
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children 
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a family of four. That 
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's 
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000 
for a family of four. 

That program--the Children's Health Insmance Program, created in 
1997--uses federal and state money to help insure children. Members 
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up 
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child 
in IO does not have health insurance. 

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children 
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for 
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced 
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents . 

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan 
He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would 

enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect 
expanding access to one of the fastes t-growing ~tgments of the 
uninsured population. 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience 
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles . "They will move us 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality 
coverage .. " . 

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a 
program that could easily reach into the multibillion-dollar range. 
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later. 



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget," 
Lehane said. 

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly 
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper 
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at 
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance 
costs . The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare 
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being 
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions. 

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to 
Gore's proposals , although most lauded him for tackling what many 
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43 
million Americans not covered by indigent care, private insurance or 
employer health plans. 

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way 
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at 
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's fai led 1993-94 
health care reform plan. 

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy 
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said 
that while helpful , Gore's program would not solve the problems of 
most uninsured Americans. 

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have 
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at 
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal--and would have 
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only 
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been 
eligible, Brown said. 

"It sounds like a number of interesting and useful small pieces 
which will help states expand [coverage] if they want to," Brown said. 
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured 
population out in the cold." 

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify 
for assistance programs but cannot afford premiums for private 
insurance. While Gore dealt with that issue by offering individuals a 
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people 
cannot come up with the up-front money. 

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveil ed Tuesday 



is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million 
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's 
Health Insurance Program. 

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care 
analysts. California, where access to health care has recently been 
broadened, would feel less impact than most. 

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the 
pove1ty level--Gore's proposal--by next month. The children's program 
here goes under the name of Healthy Families. 

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details 
In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the 

pre~idential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about 
the plight of .the uninsured but left specifics for later. 

His Democratic primary opponent, fonner New Jersey Sen. Bill 
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health care. 
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear 
"that the vice president and I have a different approach to the 
fundamental health care issues facing America." 

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate, 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of 
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace." 

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his 
own health care plan. 

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of 
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical 
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94. 

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of 
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque 
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs. 

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort, 
which was quarterbacked by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore clearly alluded to the 
fiasco. 

"This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying 
to what he was comparing his effo1t. Later, he said rather pointedly 



that the country needs "visionary but practical change." 

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of 
HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care 
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by 
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles, whose three children are now 
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina 
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein 
in HMOs. 

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into 
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common 
complaint that HM Os too strenuously limit hospital stays. 

"I am ce11ainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions 
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," 
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they 
have no right to play God." 

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron 
Brownstein contributed to this story. 

Copyright Los Angeles Times 
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The Los Angeles Daily 

Gore details health-care plan 

By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer 

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable 
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income 
adults and retirees . Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice 
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms, alluding to the 
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994. 

"Expe1ience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing 
what is wrong with Ame1ican health care," Gore said. 

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care 
system, to make our famil ies healthier and more hopeful for the new century 
ahead." 

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health lnsurance Program, 
which backs state programs for low-income families , including California's 
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent 
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured. 

Gore proposed raising the qual ifying family income level to 250 percent - the 
equivalent of $41,000 made annually by a fami ly of four. 

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put fotth a speci fie health-care 
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los 
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unvei led a proposal to overhaul 
the country's educational system. 

Gore's pledge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where 
legislators have budgeted an-expansion of Healthy,..f'amilies to the 250 percent 
level for the fiscal year. 

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that earn too much to 
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves . 

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his proposal, which also would provide 
incentives for states to find and enroll quali fying children. In Cali fornia, 163,000 
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families. 

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed. 

"This is a pretty revolutionary proposal because it would be extending Medicare 



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel, director of critical care medicine at 
Childrens. Wetzel attended Gore's speech. 

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern 
California and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's 
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join 
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the 
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based 
insurance, not replace it. 

"Employers are smait. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage 
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side 
effects." 

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that 
state "one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold." 

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit 
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to 
buy into Medicare; and letting people with disabil ities keep their health-care 
insurance when they return to work. 

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in 
the fall. 

"We want to concentrate on market approaches and p1ivate sector approaches 
rather than big government plans and l think that's where we fundamentally differ 
from the Democrats ," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky. 

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign termed Gore's proposal an 
unnecessruy big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-iunning 
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott 
McClellan. 

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the 
campaign," McClellan said. 

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill 
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a 
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a 
program's cost. 

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether it sounds 
good," the former U.S. senator said. 

Bradley, who has espoused more universal health-care coverage than Gore 



proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that 
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach 
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America." 

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly 
after noon to attend what staffers called a seties of "ptivate meetings." He also 
attended a reception at a p1ivate home in the Los Angeles area and then 
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood. 

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and 
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to 
Washington, D.C. 

--
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HEADLINE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR 
CHILDREN 

BYLfNE: Associated Press . 

DA TELCNE· LOS ANGELES 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that all children have 

access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of 
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the 
health-care system. 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, if he captures the 
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health 
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system 
fai led to win congressional approval in 1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop," 
Gore said at Children's Hospital . "Experience has taught us that there is a 

way to keep what is right, while fix ing what is wrong with American health 
care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for 
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on 
their agendas. 

Gore did not mention Bush in hi~ remarks , but one refer<':,pce clearly was 
aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. "ln some states, Texas 
springs to mind, one-quarter of all children are still out in the cold," Gore 
said. 

With his proposal, the vice president staked out different ground than that 
of his Democratic rival , former Sen. Bill 

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal 
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health-care fitms would drive up costs. 

While po1tions of his package were new, Gore bo1rnwed heavily from 



initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few c~es, by Republicans . 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of 
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every 
American has access to affordable, quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane 
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax 
increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's 
Health Insurance Program, the primaiy vehicle Gore would use. 

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in 
families with i~comes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block 
grants to states. 

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 

~-
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HEADLINE: CAM PAIGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kids 

BYLINE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau 

SOURCE: Los Angeles 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about 
11 mi ll ion uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable 
coverage available to all Americans . 

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: If you elect me president, l will 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access 
to fu lly affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers 
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers. 

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by former Sen. 
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough 
for children in poverty. 

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his 
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a 
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is 
growing rather than fading. · 

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president 
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the fo1mer senator 
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks. 

_, 

"Some ... will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size­
fits-all solution," he said. 

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care 
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging 
package of refo1ms "carefully, realistically and step by step." 

"We have all learned that we cannot overh aul the system in one fell swoop," 
the vice president said. Still , he added, "We cannot rest until every s ingle 
American has affordable health care." 

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the 



Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to 
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working families. 

Cun-ently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in families that earn 
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level. 

But under Gore's proposal, the eligibility cap would be raised to 250 
percent, or about $ 41,000. 

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent. 
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower'the cap below 200 percent. 

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group, 
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance. 

And Gore, promising to spur the states to greater efforts, took a dig at 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential 
nomination, also without saying his name. 

"In some states --- Texas springs to mind --- one-quaiter of all children ai·e 
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable." 

Gore would also allow famil ies who cun-ently do not qualify for CHIP and do 
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program, 
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their parents' 
income. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into 
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help 
defray the cost. 

He said the fas test-growing group of uninsured Americans ai·e those between 55 
and 65. Cun-ently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65. 

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say That any public 
expenses should be "fiscally responsible." 

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the 
context of a balanced budget" and not in terms of a tax increase. 

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address, 
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed: 

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights. He has promoted legislation that 
would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when cai·e has been 
denied. 



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. · 

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their 
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies. 

Lmprove privacy safeguards for patients . 

Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses. 

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance 
organizations . 

"I am ce1tainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made 
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't 

have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God." 

--
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SHOW: NBC NIGHTLY NEWS (6:30 PM ET) 

September 7, 1999, Tuesday 

HEADLINE: AL GORE PROPOSES HEALTH CARE FOR NATION'S CHILDREN 

ANCHORS: TOM BROKAW 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: 
TOM BROKAW, anchor: 

Vice President Al Gore, today, borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook when he promised health insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. But as NBC's Claire Shipman tells us now, he didn't go quite as far 
as the president and the first lady. Claire: 

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting: 

Tom, this is one of the vice president's costliest campaign proposals. The 
centerpiece? A promise to give every child in this country health insurance. 
But what it doesn't do is attempt to overhaul the system, which of course, 
backfired on Bill Clinton in 1993 . 

Vice President AL GORE: I will ensure that by the year 2005, eve1y single 
child in our country has full access to fully affordable health care coverage. 

SHIPMAN: Gore's proposal would let more people participate in a government 
program which offers low-income families insurance for their ~hildren. If 
people earn too much money to qualify but still need insurance, they can buy in. 
Parents in low-income families would become eligible for insurance, too. And 
anyone earning up to $ 100,000 who has to buy an individual policy or buy into a 
government program would get a tax break. Gore also suppo1ts allowing people to 
buy into Medicare 10 years early, at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 
Health care experts call it practical. 

Mr. RON POLLACK (Families USA): It builds on programs that already exist and 
seem to work well. 

S HIPMAN: Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay for it. 



Vice Pres. GORE: Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I have put 
forward will be integrated into a balanced budget. 

SHIPMAN: But with experts estimating a cost for this program of between 30 
and $ 50 billion over five years, many are eager to see just how he'll make it 
all add up. Tom· 

BROKAW: Thanks very much. NBC's Claire Shipman tonight covering the Al 
Gore campaign. 

Up next, NBC NEWS IN DEPTH: As millions of kids go back to school , are 
their teachers really prepared to teach them'> 

Mr. BOB SCHWARTZ: Most American elementary and middle school teachers don't 
know enough math to teach it effectively at the level we now expect. 

BROKAW: SA VfNG OUR SCHOOLS, a special series: What can be done to teach the 
teachers? 

And later, THE FAMILY, checking off that grocery list on the Internet. Does 
food shopping onl ine really work? 

~-
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SHOW: TODAY (7:00 AM ET) 
September 7, 1999, Tuesday 
LENGTH: 276 words 
HEADLINE: VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE PROPOSING HEAL TH INSURANCE 
POLICY FOR EVERY CHILD 
ANCHORS: ANN CURRY 

REPORTERS: CLAIRE SHIPMAN 

BODY: 
ANN CURRY, anchor: 

Today Vice President Al Gore will make a proposal that will affect most 
families in the.US. He wants to offer health insurance to every child. NBC's 
Claire'Shipman has details now. 

CLAIRE SHIPMAN reporting: 

Al Gore is starting his fall campaign season with a major and costly policy 
proposal, targeting the 15 percent of Americans without health insurance. The 
centerpiece? Health coverage for eve1y child in the nation by the year 2005. 
Eleven million are uninsured right now. Gore's proposal would expand a cun-ent 
federal state partnership, called CIDP, which offers insurance to children whose 
families earn up to twice the poverty level. Gore would raise that cutoff to 
two and a half times the poverty level or$ 43,000 for a family of four. He'd 
also al low families with higher incomes to buy into the program for their 
children at a reasonable cost, and give financial incentives to states to get 
children enrolled. Right now, up to four million eligible children don't 
participate. And he'd offer significantly subsidized insurance to the parents 
of children who quali fy for the CHIP program. Experts say the plan is solid, 
and that focusing on kids is smart. 

Mr. ED HOW ARD (Alliance for Health Reform): It realll makes a difference. 
Kids without insurance don't get a regular source of care. Tuey don't get care 
for chronic conditions like asthma, they don't get the right intervention with 
conditions like earaches that tum into infections. 

SHIPMAN: Gore's plan also includes help for uninsured adults. But none of 
this will be cheap, say experts, at least$ 30 billion over five years. The vice 
president says he can.pay for it and provide a balanced budget, something his 
staff says he intends to do in the coming months. Claire Shipman, NBC News, 
Los Angeles. 

LANGUAGE: English 
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<= I> View Related Topics 

SHOW: CBS THIS MORNING (7:00 AM ET) 

September 7, I 999, Tuesday 

TYPE: Newscast 

LENGTH: 69 words 

HEADLINE: VICE PRES IDENT AL GORE REPORTEDLY PLANNING TO 
UNVEIL NEW 
HEALTH-CARE PROPOSAL TODAY 

ANCHORS: THALIA ASSURAS 

BODY: 
THALIA ASSURAS, co-host: 

Vice President AI Gore reportedly plans to unveil a new health-care 
proposal today. ln an interview with USA Today, the presidential hopeful said 
his plan will provide coverage to the nation's almost 11 million uninsured 
children by the year 2005. Gore also picked up an endorsement from Iowa 

Senator Tom Harkin on Monday. Voting starts at the Iowa caucuses early next 
year. 

--
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By Slepunie Arm.our ,._ .\ •1 have an e-mail that I only dlsclose to certain 
USA TODAY "' people. Otherwise It's crazy.• - Susan Purcell, 

tn a lqb,lecll wn1o11 ot- cooking Web site founder · 
llltd pbone aamben, tmpio,. 
ees .,. ,e!llnl pr1Ylte e-mell 7011 have 1omeone's ellle er, ctt Junk e.-nall, !mown as 
ldd,- llle1~ OftlJ' wtlll NIIIII," S117S Andrew Gllmlll. spe,11, It least -.may, baed on 
spedal clients, coallds or preslclenl et Com~ Con- • ttpOrt b)' lhe Cartner Croup 
friends. suttlng Croup. a Waslllngton of Slamford, Olnl\. The~ 

The - toward CIOftAden. O.C.-.Scommvolclllonlllld n'lde COmmlsslon p,ts 11P lo 
1111 «Mtl lddft9ll!s - otf. lralnlnil llrm. '"Efflall Is ~ 4,500 cornplolnls e di!)' lbout 
llmlts to 1111 but 1 ,elect w,, - ttu,,,,gh an evolutlon. ond tlllS Is un,olldttd e-mail 
Is booming • - ~ Ille DeOd .. ~- n.rs psUy "">' ,,,, EID­
scraa,e 1o mn,c,e1 cleflleol ~ are a,k\g Ille seml- bendffolO!TRoldcai,ltlla,es 
IIIIWIIDled metiSll&'I It lhetr RCl'd lddresses to: ' lllree NIIIU add,- II his 
"ftlulal'" effllll lddrm. ► Oedro lfflWlnttd HnAIL Sift A'-,bco ~-ftnL 

"1'be new tip ol slaCllS Is It More 11111ft UO,. of tncemel us- "II 1'0l1ts wen_• Elnbffldtt 

11111- "Tbe OCben take I bldt• thrc,Qgh 111 the effllll," ~ 
lea! to 111)' conJldenllll e-mail" Earl Pmoell, 1 bustnea deYtl­
► Kffll ..-palnd. Utln& opmenl manacer at HyCO. • 

..sctreBeS lbrspecU\c par-poses San,__ CIIIU,ased sol!Wart 
- confllslon. ~ nl nnn. wbo rdes 

~Randy aa-d,CEOof on two t-fflall -«ounts. 
Prol'asloclll 8all Riden In Col- While keepln& tt9Ck or mul­
or9do Spnncs, Colo.. wbo kttp, llple passwords ore-men boxes 
OM 6-ffllll Jll!t for per'°"8I CID be I hassle, fflll'O' worittl'J 
w.1djM1de11ce: -rn seldom -, the heedadles are warlh It. 
,i-e It out llv,e:smeuoppor• ...,,.. lleve 10 lleve a Sb'Megy. 
llltiltJ to ktel) 111)' bustnen Ind I - en «nall lhat I onJy dls­
penoml 11ft -s,an1e.· do,e to certain people," 11!)'1 

► s ... tlme. ~ dcn't Sllsan Purccll. wbo 1s a:o 1nc1 
haYe 10 Wade llroQcjl a stew ol founder of ucook.ccm. a Bnm,. 
tmoloas ~ .ict, M&lne.cookln&slte. "Olll­

·11•1 eosler than going e~ U-s cnry." 



Gore Pledges 
A Health Plan 
For Every Child 
~ \ ly llOIERT PEAR 

LOS ANGELES, Sep(. 7 - Viet 
Prtsldtnl Al Gort proposed today to 
cuaran<et accas to allordal>le 
hulth Insurance !or all chlldrtn by 
2005, txpa.wnc on a procram e n• 
acced ,_ :r,ars qo INII htconeed<d 
had h:>d llmi(ed SUCCtU .. lar. 

eon·, proposal ra.1ws a quuuon 01 
equlcy and lalmtss: Why 1hould Che 
Govttnme111 provide subsodlled 
heallll illsuran« to adulu Wllh chll· 
dren wtuJe cltnylnc II 10 aduhs or 
-1<1nc ac• ..SO-t children? 

Mr. Goct did no< aay hoW much his 
-,als _.Id cost or hoW ht 
-,1c1 pay for Chem. Chris Ldla,w. a 
spotcuman for Che Vice Prtsidtnt. 
said, "This will be done In the concu, 
ot I ba1anctd boidaet, and wt'II pul 
ouc a d«lalled boldaet proposal lacer, 
but wt havt no price tac rtiht now." 

Htaltll-<art e,q>ertS llld tht COSI 
of Mr. Gore's proposals _.Id al• 
most surely ucetd $24 bllllon Ovtr I••• :r,ars - Che a mount approprtac­
ed by Con&rt•• to CO\'tr a maximum 
ot ,,.., mlWon youncsttrs ID the new 
health procram for children. 
. >.•J"'"''"'"tlaft otflclals haYe chod· 

ed Concras and covtrnon tor noc 
doinC IIIOA CO lncnast heallll lnsur­
ance co...race. 11111 this Is a I r1cky 
Issue lor Mr. Gort, becau1< tht Clon• 
ton-Gort Admlnlstratlon shares re-

Mr. Gort aclulowled&ed 
0

that tht 
""mber of Americans wllhout htalth 
toYera,e had lncrtued steadily 
since ht a.nd Prtaldtnl Clinton -
«flee. llut In a apet(h at Ollldrtn' s 
Hospital or Los An&tits, In Holly• 
wood. ht said, " II you tloct mt Prul• 
d«nt, I will insure thac by the :r,ar 
2005, tvtry slft&lt chlld In our cow,. 
try 1w M l acc:us co hilly a/lord.able 
health tovtra,t," Hur1y II million sponslbUlty foe the failure to lull,11 
children are now uninsured. I the promise 01 Procr~s already tn· 

Whffl Coacress ctuted the OIII· acled at the Prulcknt 1 ,equal. 
dreo's Health INurancc Procram 1n Dtsplce • ~ -.omy, Mr. 
lffl, II aaoe the states billloos ot Gort lal4 ~y. the aumber of 
dollan a.ndcouldenbleflmbWtyla AIMrlcanl w1111out beallll lllsunnce 
how the -, could be aMd. Mr., 1w beet lrow1nc by about a million 
Gort saldllewwld.....-tllclbllll7 • yur. 
!or the pn,cram by IDcrtUlllc Ille / l1lls Is .._ ol lhe few ac,dal lndi· 
Umlts on famlly .,_.... a.nd by al· caton dlat ~ 110C lml>roorecl under 
lowlac - ,.,_. 10 ..oil wta, lbt KrOIIC Olafoo.Gort economy," 
their dllldraL Ill addldoa, lie .-Id 1&71 a - ........ • IMa1dl policy 
lmpoM flDanclal paalllel on ata1a pnpand by the Gort C&lllj)a)cn. 
dlat fall to - Federal W'lt'll foe E""" -.i, CGacreu It.as created 
the enroll- ol cMdrm. Wlllle o(. a.nd apaaded NWnll lltalth pro­
ler1n& bonulC'l for 1WU lhat - &ranas.~bubeen''wotful-
the ,oa1s. ' ly lnadequafe,K die doa&- says. 

The Admllllllradon said Ill July 'Wlalllo lloat olllctals lla1't known 
1111t 1J mlWao ' chlld"" had Ileen foe _.... ,-n lbll at least lour 
-,'OIied la die dllldte's ....--- IIIIIUoa dllldnullcfble for Medicaid 
pn,cram. Mr. 01D1oD said 11W lie Wirt eoc on,.a.s, Md Chert Is no 

eYldectdwdlla ....... bupe 
.-Id ...... upoaed IC least du'M <Iowa. ...... __,. dforu Md U · 
mllllon by- 111111 dlat lie WU lhe1'e- llonadaas by Federal olllclals In 
loct H . little dlsal)polnted. H "'llllllllclon. 

Aldos to Mr. Gore said Ills _. Mr. Gore rtpe&ld Admlnlstratlon 
all, taken loOl<ther, could pnMde proposals to define Ille rlChtt ol pa. 
COYtn,t for II ll1llllon to 15 mllilOII tltnlS In huldl ~ O<'ll.nl• 
Am<ricalls, - "' them chlldrtn. zatlons, IO est.abllsll - Pft$Cr1ption 
The ""mber of people without health dfll& benefits llnder Medicare and to 
IAIUrance bu been cllmblnc In the p,'OWle a modes( tax credit for tht 
l&lt decade a.nd oow uceeds O mll• coot Gt _..,. ~ care. But tht 
lion. fOCIII ot 1111 ~ WU Oil IIDlnsurtd 

The &oaf ot ollfflll& allor-d&ble cblidnll, 111111 Mr. Gore ollff'ed 1btse 
health Insurance IO au chlldre11, ld«u co deal wtdl die problem: 
thou&h a mbitious, Is -II by CORI• fllle Federal eo.wn- should 
parlson wtdl Mr. CUnton'I qlnal ""- llauda1 _.itJes Oil statts 
plan to cuar- Ma1tll Insurance that do aot - Federal waets for 
for all A-r1cans. tlU'OlliaS ~ In Mecllcald a.nd 

"We lla1't all lumed that - caa- ,la lbt - bea1th P«'OCtam toe chll• 
no< owrtlau1 the system In - ltU .drtn. At lbe same Umt, the eo...m. 
......op." Mr. Gort lald in llnder1Jnlnc ·- wwld ~ bonuses co at.ata 
the dltf~ bcfwetn bis ap- WI - llletr aoalJ. (Mr. Goct said 
proach a.nd the &r and ldlema de- 1dlls -.Id make IWff accow,table 
vised In lttl by Ille Prtlldtnl and for llletr pa'I---. 11411 crtdcs 
HWaty llO<lwD Clinton. said II -.Id nward llt&la dial are 

He alto - a dJa at tht leadlnc IUCCNdln&, at the upense ot autet 
ca.ndldace for die llop,bllcan PNSI- dial are lt.nlllllac-) 

• deDda1 MnllnadOII, Gert. G«wie 'I'. •SWacouldapancl~for 
llush Gt Tuas, IIOCJn& that --40W1h the - Cblldnn'1 llea1da 1--ance 
ol lhe cbUdna to dlal -.ie ~ Procnm, ., families Wida 111cocDe1 
Insurance - a lllcMr .,._uon "'P IO U tlma Che olllclal .,....rty 
thaA la al- any otbtt sute.. leYd could qualify. Ill - llatu, 

'l'bllt focustoc Oil dalldral, Mr. the cdllac on family IDcocne II Mt at 
GoN ollertd several proposals today 1w1c:e the~ leYel For a lamUy 
"' 1ncreut -ace of adults. """ "' tour, the poytey 1e....i dais yur 1s 
He propooed a - tu credit to $ 11,7'0. 
olllet 1$ percent ot the coot ot health Olore am- families "-Id be 
lluurance purchaMd by Individuals allowed to buy IIIS1u'ance toYerqe 
wllo baoe no - co employer• for yoapten du-oup Medlcald or 
sponsored CO¥trqe. the - chlldrtn'a lltalth Procram It 

-roday, companies that pnMde tht ....,..,,cs WMi I« companies that 
cown,t &fl a tu bffalt, H Mr. Goct do CIOI fN'O¥lde llealUI bentllcs. SUch 
said. " But no< lndMduals wt,o have families -W llaYe to pay Che lull 
to sec cown,t an thdr OWL Tbat's prtn>lllm. llut dais wwld ottm be a 
Just no< fair, and we 1,a.., co chance baraaln comptnd •1111 prlcta In the 
IL" prtvate mlt1cet, because la.rat &• • · 

Many llepuollcans In Conarus emmtnt procra,ns haw much 1re11-
acree. tr purchaslft& power than lndlvkl-

ln addition. Mr. Goct'a proposal 10 uals. The Gore campalp said Chert 
expand the OllldA11'1 Htalth Insur• were moct than •- mllllon unln­
ance Procram, created in lffl, 
_.Id extend ~race co tht KYtn 
mlUlon unlnsurtd adulcs Whose chll• 
dren are ellclble lor either Mtdicald 
or the ntw children's procram. 

Tilt lo&lc of Che propoHI 11 s imple 

I I 2. 

Most uninsured children co""' from , 
lamllle-s ID wt,ldl Che Plt'tftlt ar, 
tbemoctvu uninsured. llut Mr €l)e~r.\u !Jork €imcs 

, 
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Excerpts From Gore's Speech on Care 
Follow,"' art u ccr-pts from on oddrtu on 

"""'" cart ytsltrdoy by Viet Prtsldtlll Al Cort al 
Ill< 0,ildrtll' S H0Sjklol o( Los AIIC<IU, ClS rttord,d 
by Tlle /'kw Yor- Tomes; 

For more lllan $0 )'<&n we have been ma•&td In 
I balllt IO pro~ lht kind ol bullll cut I ,,.., 
l\lllon owes Its peopk, Now alter 11111 Ion& century ol 
•flan. QOl\llld and con«m. II Is Umt IO move past 
IM«ellcal and pbllooof,bicll d ovlslolU beyond I lltr· 
lit debate aboul labels and 1bs1raclloas 10 uk what 
wt can do now 10 lake concrt1e, spec:Uic, re1lls1ic 
sreps to Improve bullll coveraie lor all ol lht 
American peoplt, 

Today I'm ptOp0'81& and w\UJ )'QUI' help u 
Prtsidcnl, I will fi&I>( lor a series ol steps 10 do just 
111&1. Wt must and•• tan Insure a Stl ol rl&hti so 11111 
all Americans tan have htallll C10Ytrqe and actually 
&fl lbe cart Ibey .,.. - all Anlcrlc&ns wtio have 
beallh covuaae, wW &fl lbt UN Ille)' are tftlllled to. 
We lmd( Md ft CIII 11t01tt accea IO atfonlable 
qualll)' .htaJlh Cart lor nery dllld tn lbe fflllrt 
(lllllftlry by lbe :,ear JOOS. Join wtcb me and ft wlll do 
11111. Wt must and ft cu - toward acca1 IO 
atlordabk., quallcy htallh cart lor nery Amencan 
lamlly. 

this b a ~y4UI- apptOACb. Wt 
bavt all lumtd that ft CAllftOC ~I Che l)'lltm 
tn- leU ■-op. Ezpet1en0e W WICb( us lhal there 
b a w-,, to keep - b npc wtllle fllclnc Whit b 
W7-aW1cbAma1clabeallbcaR. 

The locus d _,. prGpGl&I II l,ealdi care I« 
-'Ills families. k wlll JIUll __, and pedla(s Ill 
cbarCt, - IUC.0.'1 Mid ln$unnce companies. 1be 
mpe tbal I'm Pf'OIICIGIIC bet;e ~ wUl cuan,atee 
- to atfonlable btaldl CllftR,e lor ntry child 
In Amtttc.a _, wQI provide llu.ldKart opdaas lor 
mllllolU more adulu. But lot me be clur. We canno< 
rell unlll every slft&lo Amu1can us atlordal>lt 
htallll CIOYtra&• · . .. 

Some will ar1u, thac c re11er a<ct s.s co health 
care ls a luxury we t an·t afford even as they covet 
our recoc-d surphu lor lht special ln<erests and 
propose to blow II on I risky 1U ICbt!M 11111 would 
drive us rtghl back Into splralln& Fedual dclldts. 
For mort lllan ~ dtc1dc1 I have seen lht scruul• 
bet ween workln& lamUia and aptdal Interests Tht 
tobacco lobby, lht I"" lobby, lhose w11o stood a&llnst 
lht Family Uave a w I co,Sj>OI\SOrtd In lht ~, .. 
We've had to fi&/11 them all and ..... noc l boul lo 
stop now. Olhtn wtll ariue a&•lnst rtformln& our 
htalth-«rt 1ystem c■ rdully, reallstleally and step 
by lttp, Some ol lhtm will teU you tha1 lht only 
acceptable answer Is • -lze.{IU-&11 IOlutlon. Bui I 
bel~ Amtncans -btlter. They know, you and I 
know, wt n«d visionary bul pract.lcal change, 
change that can be tnacttd Into law, Ghan&• 11111 
works fo, wor1wl& lamllles, du.nae 1h11 ineeu their 
cares and concttnS. 1h11 respects lbe dlwnl(y ol 
htall!Kart ae.ds. Our cause b ~ families. 
Md In this campalp and Ill tht )'<an ahud. lt<'1 put 
thtlr ln<fftSU finl, ahead of Ille spec:lal ln1tres1S, 
ahead d anylhlaC, 

nus Is a unique - for our nallocl. lo, our 
people. Our ec:oeomy b Sltoft&. Indeed ft art In the 
midst -ot lbt lol\&est period d pn,ll'fn(J In our 

.~me blsloty. Bui wt know 11111 pros:ptflly alone 
wUI noc metl lbe challal&u lh&I wt lace In AmtrlCln 
btallh eart. Md u Harry Truman reminded us w1lell 
bf beau this flcl,l 50 years l&O, Ill a IIIDtd pn,ll'frt­
lY, ft cu atfON muy d>lncs, Bui~ wtilcb 
can be ~ or ozred II - 111111c n can,a 
afford. 

We must use our proopency now to brine MW 
chance to our btallh-care system, IO malte our f am­
WN htllthler Md ~ hopeful for 1bt - eta111ry 
Wad. ll>ll'I lht kind of chance 1h11 wo.-b for 
woc1tlnc famllles. Md lhll'I why I'm NMln& lor 
President of Ille Untied States. 

sured dllldreG In lamllios willl In­
comes elC00tdlnc U limes Ille olfl, 
elal poverty level 

Htalll><are tlq)trll said Mr. 
Cort'1 p,oposals would dearly htlp 
some wo<1w>& famllla, bul mtctn 
cloven 1111<1 from lbe IUlt ol lindln& 
and t11roll1n& chl1drt11 w1lo a re al• 
rudy ell&lblt for htalll\ bffltflli. 

for fflrollill& chlldrm In a procram 
lhal already offtn -ts a lfflel'OUS 
fin&nclal tncmUve IO do lust lllat. In 
Ille ntw Clllldral's Health Insurance 
P'°'ram, u In Mtdlcald, lht Fed• 
ffal CoVfffllDffll and lbe SIIIH 
share Ille cmts, but lht Federal Cov· 
ernmen1 pays a lar&er ■hart of the 
cosu In Ille new procram. 

ln1mdcd IO restore btaltll Insurance 
lor tens of "-tands ol chlldren w1lo 
!Ost cover aie wtien lhtlr families 
were removed from lbe welfare 
rolls. In theory, most ...ii chlldttn 
wtrt ltW dl&lblo lor Medlcald. but 
tlltlr parents did noc always reallu 
11, and ollldals In some states Im• 
properly CUI OIi heallll bent.lllS alon& 
with ca.s:h uslstan«~ Mr. Core would ctve ltlltS a bonus Some ol Mr. Cort' s proposals a re 

lbe~ew Uork 0nnes ~-
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Gore Outlines 
~roposals on 
Health Care 
Gµaranteed Coverage 
For Chil!,lren Is Pledged 

C111Tet1tly without health insu~n«. 
-Wt ha~ all leam<d that ...., cannot ov<rhaul 

th< aystnn in on• kll swoop; Gort laid, borrow• 
int a lin• used r,antJy by f,nt lady Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton. whole ambitious bealth mom, plan 
falteml in I~. •~ bas t.aucht us that 
thtre is a way to kttp what is ""'t. while filling 
what is wront with AmMan bealth care.· 

~rally, b'bual and con.stt.ati~ halth car< 
ad\'OCltes ructtd laYO~bly to th< prq>0$a). ·in a 
period of ina'tmtntalism, this is a big deal and 
--, practical.· said Roa Pollack, cxocuti~ dittt· 
tor of familits USA, I health Cltt ad¥OCIC)' C,OUp. 

Tot idtas bt ~ ,acmlay put Gott 
,equudy in th< middlt °' lhc leadinC presidential 
a,nlffldcn, Bill Bndlcr. the oalr othtt Dcmocnt 

By Czc1 CoHHOU.T ID 1h, race, says be wiD 10011 rae&SC I bolcier 
tiNJ A,,.y GoU>ITIIH ~ tt!Wlll,....._.e eq,msM pw1 that 
r • .,..,,,..,. "°" s../ F""" wiD c:aJ1 lar 1IIIMl'lli - to ......,c,e, "Mil-

. lions ol Americam haw eerloua CIDllCffllS about 
·,Vice l'l'ai&at Gott ~,. ~ to tbe IMilability ol lalth cart ..,..... and the 

cuannttt ac:cea to beallh illsanace lar aD dliJ. 4111ikJof tbdrare."Bndlcrllid. "l'mclad 1o­
dmt by 2005 as part of I canipolp proposal !bat tbat the \'ice praldait IMftS-, lldid that lhett 
cawd cxlffld ~ lo U tmllf 81 ~ of CIDllCffllS sboald be I top pnoriey, 

tbt-43 lllillioo ~·-~~ Thtu eo.. c.o.,. w. Bush - other Rq,ub-' · Jn I inajor ape«i, !bat laid out bis -.lsioa of l,ow licu,a haw D0t olfemf detaiJ,ed 'l'iewt OIi bealtJ1 
to ibape tbe oatlon'a beallhcatt .,.._ Gore also are bat ill ,-nJ ~oppoted tbe broad~ 
said that. If~ pttSidmt. be -,Id~ per• aioa of ~ PfOCl'IIIIL '11it panor 
mtaaodptq,le-tbea,eof 55~~ 

1 

doec, bclieft • lu'ft fll'l'a'IIIDeataolutioo. the 
for. tbe lint timr ~ the c,ou,iby't pul,lic e- ..,_. to --, problan. • aid IIJOMI QIDliJ 

mdDCICprocr-. . MiadJ'l\doer,eddin(lbala.111-ilolllaux 
• 111cm pralckatcalled for •-1111.moffi. _.._. bJ ptoplewlloare eliclblt foraistinf 
IIUldal ~ 111111 ,-Idea to lidp IIIOIMle fll'l'a'IIIDeat beallh pnlCl'IIIIL 
alee do a bctm Job of locatillC tbe milliom of In Ilia IP«Ch, Gott lillcled oat Texas for lta 
c:hildml wbo qualitJ for-llut are IIGt earolkd 1ar,e IIWllbtt of ---t duldrea, DOClnf that 
~edlcaid •lid the~•• ffllllw:ly w oot-qUlrter ol them ·are ltill out ill the cold.· 
Owdral'a Health 1naunn« Procram, Alld be pro- In 1 - d,lh,ay lbat nrdy deviattd 
~ a 1711a11 ol 25 porceat tu bttab lo malo: from lht pttpattd tat acrolliDton hisTde~ 
ilm.nD« - affonlalik to amall busil>Clla and 
poople wbo llffll to buy it OD their own. 
. -w. must and...., =-toward-I? al· 
fordable, quality health c:arc for _., Ameria11 I 
fatuib,." Gott aid at Owdrai'a Hoapilal ~ Loa 
AJl,eles in the latest in I lffleS ol lP<ecbes aiJlltd 
at bunushinC a r<put.atioa for aubstan~ policy 
propooals. 
, · While he otfcr,d an<nl ll('W ideas, larf• parts 
ot Core'a plan amount to a continuation of Pl'CS~ 
d<nt Ointon's propows. includin( initiaU..S to 
help diuhlcd pt'OPk kttp thrir ~ if they tt­
turn to work and to ci~ tu breaks to Amttieans 
forlcine-term~ 

Gore said he fnon the admiaistratioa's propc»­
al to - the ~ bud&'et ~ to kttp 
Mtdicarc from rwmill6out of-,, a:ty in tbc 
- c,en(ury, ad.tine that he ~ tbc politi­
~·aapopu1ar idea ol awcin(ptoplc wait lonc'tr 
bdcit-< they cujoia the ution'a bealtb .,__,. 
~ fortbeddatJ. llut.otberwile. be- tt­
mirtclbl)' ailfflt Oil the beallh catt .... _.., 
mud, olWuhlnctca: bowto realructurc t&dicatt 
110 that k'ranaw fi&wlcially aoi-t wdl loto the 
~ . 
.... laJinc out Ilia YiaioG of the fututt "' bealth 
tare, Gott pat the ...... of - bade Oil the polit, 
ic:al front-burner at a time wben the raab ol the 
unlnaattd have bcffl IWdlint br about I lllillion 
ad, ,ear. But he did 110 in I far lllO<'C cautioul ll'lln­

ncr thao the~ pitch that-• key 
Iheme of Bill Ointoa's 1992 p,csidential cam-

~ Gore almost braa,d about the limits ol 
his propoaal. thou,t, olllcials familiar with lhc de­
tail• ol lht plan pm!ict,d chit it would ~ 
cmcn(• to ptthal)S 15 million children and adut<s 

'lcr, Gott mtlhodiallJ 1111& his cut foe 'wion­
ary but p<adlcal chaaf<.0 Tbe w,e praiden( p~ 
DO duo as to bow mud, Ills plaa -.Id COil. and 
aides said almply that aD of Gore'• caaipaio, prom­
... would be paid for within the coatm ol a W. 
ancodbladfot, 

M he has don< with Issues IIICh u education. 
Gore is attemptinf to expand oa tbc health c:att 
foundatioa laid by Clinton without radially de­
part.inf from it. He rritcnttd bis IUpllOrt for a •pa• 
ticnta' bill ol rietit.s• !bat the adminisuatioa wants 
Con(ress to adopt to prokCt ptoplc ln ~ 
Cltt plans. 

"t am DOt utis6od when lik,or-<leatb mtdial 
ckc;isions are made br HMO buroaucrata at lht 
othtt md of a tdcpbonc li.nc; he said to llJl)lamc 
from about 100 boapltal olliciaJs and union mcrn­
bera. °They do,l't haft. lioomt to practice--1i• 
dnc Of • """lo,..,. God." 

The - Ida& la Gore'• plaa are the-d-
. latlc» o1 ·propoea11 to extend lieallla a,vea,-e to 

1110ft ol the utlon'a 1IIUllllftd ddldrm -' i,ar· 
all&. He said the pel'IIIDellt abould cxpond dici· 
l,ility in the Odldra,'1 Health 1-nnce Procram 
br about 1 miDlOD ~ bJ niainc the dlci· 
bilitJ cdinr to about $41,000 a ,ear in iDcocne lor 
I family o/. four. Familiea with lil&lier lacocnts 
would be allowed to buy intlnnoe throu&b lht 
procram for about Sl.200 a ,ear. 
~ ill a 1997 bud&'et ao-t bctwffll 

Concrcss and the Whi~ Houac. the u• billion 
procram was lntondtd to Ol7ttr about baJf of the 
utioa'a 11 million uninsured childmL But accord• 
Ing to lhc - ttelfflt count, only 1.3 llliUiOD ar• 
taltint part. 

OmMllyrq,,,rttdfrom us Ant•la. Coldstn n 
from Washintton. 

€1)r lunst1tn9ton J)ost 
Wto NESDAY, StPTtMBtll 8. 1999 



Gore Places His Emphasis on Children 
As Part of New Health-Care Initiative 

By JEAl<l<( Cu,011,.;s 
s,.,ft ""!Nf'fl'r •I Tue W4U. 5nu:n JovawM. 

WASIUNGTON- Va President Al Gott 
pn,poscd tu credits lor lamWes and wort· 
m who must bl()' lhtlr own health~ 
and nnanc1a1 bonusts lorsutn tballl(nlll­
canlly illaust the d1lld h«llMart rolls u 
part of his new healllt<:are lnltudvt. 

Unvtlllll( lilt plan al Ollklren·s Hospl· 
Ill In Los Anceln yesterday, Mr. "Gott 
vowtd to take a 
··rundam<ntally dll· 
lt rent approach" to 
lltallh-are reform 
than President 0111· 
ton did. " Wt havt 
all In.med thal Wt 
canno( owrhtuJ the 
sytltm Ill one ftU 
swoop... lbe ffl 
praldtnt &&Id. "Bx· 
penena has ~ 
us tbal llltft Is a 
way to uep .till Is 
richt, whllt llnllf 
what Is wronr with 
Amtrlun health cart." 

Mr. Cort's lnltlalha pnmanty ~ 
bulld 011 !bolt alrndY llltrodueed or~ 
by the OIDton ldmlalllrallan. Bui ulll­
maldy, bt &&Id. bis Cl)IJ u presldtol~ 
bt to ffllllft lhat ewry dllld Ill 111t U.S. Ills 
acms to quality btallbcart by,._ 

A.monr Ills tey proposals are: 
• An expansion d lbeOllldrtn"s Health 

Insurance Pro(ram. a ltdttally funded 
state hulth-lnsun.nct procTIJII lhat Pl'O" 

Officials Kept 
Russian Probe 
From Gore 

By 8oe0AVIS 
s,.11 R,.,,,,,,,~, oJ T NC W AU. Sn.ECT JouaHAL 

WASIUNGTON - Trusury, Stalt ~ 
partmtnl a nd White House olfidals 
leamtd this &pnnc o( allepllons ol a mu­
sivt Russian moc,ey-laundtrill( operation 
lnvolvln( Banlt ot Ntw Yo.-t Co.. bul dldn 't 
pass Utt Information to tht ¥let presldtnt 
or presldtnt. 

Viet Prtsldtnt Al Gort, In particular, 
has been atlldttd by Republican prtsl• I 
dtntlal candidates for belll( "oul o( lilt 
1oop .. 011 tht mont)'-llunderlnr probe. de- I 
spilt his poclllon u dl&lnnan o( a bllla· 
lionaJ commission that OYenffl 11W1Y U · 
Pt<1S ot U.S.-ftussla r<tallons. "U lhtrt 
was a loop o( ptepk. thal loop WU lonntd 
on tht day we r<cel•td a bntfinr" lalt 1as1 
month. said a Gort aide. "It didn't u lst bt-

1

. 
lore tlltn." 

But satior 1dmlnlstntlon otl\dals yn­
ltr<lay dttalled. for the first time, s lffltS 
of contacts by wlllc:h ltdtral dliclals 
ltamtd ot the money-laundtnnr probe by 
U.S. lnvtatl(lton. 

Treasury olliclals !tamed of tilt u ls• 
Plrnse 7lmt to Po,fe A/6, Col•~ 

Vldu coverac• to children lrom lowtt·m 
oomt lamlllts. Under tht Gort plan. lht 
procram would bt adjusttd tospply lo lam· 
UIH u rnlll( u much u 2S0'1, o( II~ 
povtrtY ralt, or abcMlt $41,000 for a family 
o( lour. Aboul ont IIIIWOn dllldr<n would 
fall Into lht new catqory ol cowr&ft. The 
plan would also pmnll low·lllcomt partnlS 
10 bey 11110 tht procram. ln addlllon. lami• 
lits thal um more than 250'r. o1 Utt 
poverty nit but don't ha•• prtvatt heal1h 
wuran~ would bt allowtd to buy lnlo tht 
prornm. 

• I, provision that would cnnl Onanclal 
bonuses to Stilts that mttl cJ\IJd heallh· 
cart t nrcllment tal"(tU and reductions Ill 
CHIP lundln( for tboSe that rau to show 
procress. Federal IWdla haft sl-.. thal 
1111111ons .of dllldre11 ~bit for rovem· 
111tnl.uslsud htalth cart are 11o1 enrolltd 
ID lilt pn)Cnlll$. Mr. Olnloo rtCNlllY w,. 
ftlled a aa1a d IDldalms aimed at 111· 
cruanr tMJ11meat 111a1 ~ ,,_ dis· 
patcllln( ftdml lnftStl(aton lo mkw 
stilt pc-orrams to lfflllnr ~ to public· 
acbo01 prlllc:lpall. Mr . Gott would take 
tboSe efforts a mp lurtbtr by lllcludln( ,~ 
nandal~ . 

• J.. aew tucmtlt tllal would COYtt M 
otlbepmnlumcostsfora-rult()'otpeoplt 
wtio uu't CU"mlU)' CIO\'a"ed by Insurance. 
For cxamplt, lilt cndlt could bt used by 
ptOp1t &pl 15 to 15 lo 1111)' Into Mtdlcare. 
by anall ~ - ~ employees In· 
suruce ---,e, or by lamlllts wtio are 
looklll( to bl()' prifttt ~ 

11IE WALL STREET JOURNAL 
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°"'""""'~Page ,U o( their llltertsl. But IIIYtsll(aton dldn'I 
t•~ of tht lnvestl(ltloo Ill April from rec· tdl tht Stale ~partmtnl or NSC aboul tht 
ulaton at Utt Federal Rtstrvt Bank or probes or whttht.r m icn•pollcy luues 
New Yon. Trtuury offldals Wert told were lnvolvtd. Al a rtsult, said a unlor 
there wun't all)' nld_tnce lhat U.S. or In· Ointoo admlnlsu-atlon otrlclal. tht aUt(I• 
ttmatloaal lbletaly Plmd raourctl Wert 110111 eoactmln( moatY laulldtrinc and 
lnYOIYed In lilt moneylaundtrill(, a unJor Buie d Ntw Yort Wttell't passed on to pol· 
admlnlstt"atloo otflclal Aid. icy otliclals at tht While House or to tht 

TIie TrtaSUJY Dtpa,tmtnt then relayed nee president's om~. 
lilt lnlormallon up tht chain o1 command Admlnlstrallon ollicltls make a dlstlnc· 
to lhtn•Tru.swy Stcntuy Robert Rubin. lion bttwttn lilt Information provldtd by 
Mr. Rubin has told lormtt ccllucues that Ftd oUidals or ovtrttu contacts. and tht 
he c1otsn·1 remember btlnt told of tht mal· Justlce ~partmtnt's formal moaty·laun· 
ttr. But lilt lnlormatiOII wun't passed to dtrill( probe. Treasury, State and Whitt 
un1or White House otflclals btcaust It was House ollicl&ls, lncludlnf Mr. Gott. 
CONlder<d to bt lilt province ol tht Jus1ict wtttn'l brttltd about lbe formal Jusllce 
Oeputmtnt. 111e adJblnlstratlon otliclal · 0epu1ma,t probe unt11 around""'· n. 
said. 'nit Ftd bas been lootlll( at questions 

J..t lilt time, lilt Tl'eUury WU oonsldtt- o( RllssllJl money laundtrill( for sornt 
In( what conditions lilt IMF should Insist tlmt .. lo 199S, It eonducttd an Inquiry Into 
upon to prottct llll' fulurt loans to Russia poss1b1t Wtcal bankJII( act!Yltlts by 
aplllst lbttl or mlsuM. nuu,, otndals M-tp. tht Russian bank lhat Is DOW a 
·nctuany denloped a plan In wblcb all)' -"locus o( Ille money-laundtrin(probt. 1bat 
IMF loans would ro to pay ott Russia's u· lnvaUfatlon lndudtd a "'11 to Moscow by 
lstlll( dtbl to tbt fund and wouldn't pall a top Fed o(fldal and a mttlln( Ill Wuh· 
lhrouc1I J,(-. TIit ailltOII offlclaJ said ln(toD between Ftd latatl(aton and 
that lumln( about lht -r-law1dtrtne Mtnattp Via Ol&lnnan ~tin Ka· 
probe dldn 't alftet Ille salt(IW"ds lhat (lloou:y, now a lu.dlll( ftaure Ill the Bank 
were IOU(ht. ot Ntw Yort lnVffll(lllons. 

Stpanldy, Ill Nardi 1'99. Stitt ~ Pmldtnt Cllnt011 plans to raise lht 
par1mt,lt ollldals lt&rned from a lortl(n inoney•laundtrlnr Wt with Russian 
(Offl1llntllltbatBauotNewYortwubt- Prime Mlnllttt Vladlmir P\ltln wtien lilt 
In( lnftStlcated. State [)tpartJntnt om- two meet this wttktnd al an economic 
clals tbtn alerted lhtlr colltl(lltl wllo swnmlt In Ntw Zuland. Mr. Olllton wants 
wort 011 cr1mt and~ lauts at the to usurt lilt Russians that tbt probe lsn ·1 
Whitt House's Nallonal Stcur1ly Olundl. btlll(drlYffl by U.S. domtsticpolitlcs. said 
T~thtr. tht State Otpartmtnt and NSC a U.S. official, and tmpbaslu U.S. con• 
ollld&b bf\tltd tht Justlct Otpartmtnl ctrns thal lllttm&Uonal loans and a id not 
a nd Ftdtnl Bwuu ol lnl'tStlfatlon 011 tht bt abused. lnvesllraton are looklllf al 
alleratlons, two u nJor adllllnlstrallon olll· whether !MF loans wen Improperly di· 
dais said. Ntithtr tht JUIUct Deparlrnt11I verttd Into ollshort accounts. 
nor tht FBI would conlinn tht u lsttnet o1 "Tilt president has always been con· 
the probe al thll llmt, tht otnclals said. ctmtd with luues ol crime and comipllon 

AJterward, lht Olnton ollklals said, In Russia. and has ralstd that In his mttt· 
Sl~le ~partmtnl and NSC olliclals would inr,. with Russian ofllclals."" said While 
--remind"" lht Justict Departm,nl and FBI House spokesman Joe l.,odchart. 
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Gore shares plan 
to expand access 
to health care 

........ ---. ...... 
Bad( lo IChoot PNoidlrt Chon 1a<es ~..,,,. fnt­
O'adn. llo00keG'CM 8emnay School i't()hey, Mei 

Politicians greet students 
with ed~cation proposals 

By Laurence McQulllan 
USA TODAY 

Vice President Gott un• 
¥Ciled a broad plan ~ 
to br1Qg atrordable beallll 
care to mlWom ot cblldreD 
aod low-Income adall$ 
lhnJu8h a procr-am ot lax 
credits and lllndln& lnoenlM:s 
tolbellal.es. 

But lie stopped 1110ft Of Of• 
ler1ng details oo bow muell 
Ills Ideas would cm. 

Out1lnlllg bis bealtb-care 
priol'Wes lbOuld Ills quest lor 
tbe Wblte House IIICCeed. 
Gore called for tmprov-e­
!Delis Ill the Cllstinc Qllem 
wllile dlldlaC Ills Dallocnllc 
rival, former sellll« BUI 
Bn,dley, for ~ ID ~ 
prmcb 1llll would resurrect 

Republlc:aas ud ~ ¥islled public ICllools 11,es.- tbe ddlele _. ~ 
~ lo lllcbll&bl llldr educalloo Jll'IICl'UIIS as lludeall ~ belltll care. 
tunled after - - 'We lla'fe Ill leaned 1llll 

Presldeal Olaloo 1111d lbldellls and paaa II l!roote we CIIIIIOt CMr1laal Ille sys-
Gro¥C Elemesllllry Sdlool Ill OIDey, Md., 1llll Ille GOP tu Ian• - tell swoop," Gore 
cut -.Id tut edllCdoo NDdlag. "It's bllllclrttbmdlc," be 18id,1Dapparellt rderacie lo 
said. "We must IIMst mm-c, 110( les, 111 eduCalloa. • Praldeal Olabl'I lll-llled d -

111 Cladlullll, ~ ~lC. 'l'lllsh:ol . fort lbarU)' after c:om1aC lo 
Ok1aboma. Ame Nar111upot Jeealldy and Slie¥eClllbotol 1be "1llle Bollle 1111993. 'We 
Oblo Wiled C1U1oa Eemeallry Sdlool Ill IIIGII Ille GOP'I inust 111d we am ll!Clft ac­
ldlool<bolce plan llld dlllltl III lllnl- ledenl-r ces lo lftonllble. QUIIICY 
O¥Ct lo loall ldlool ollldlll Ill ddenllllle llowllelllolp!lld ..all care for cvay c:lllld Ill 
IC. They 111d ldlool ..-prccr.a IDd dllner ICIIOOls America by 2005," Gore 111d 
v,e parem ll1a'lllltfa Ill fllllaC public ICIIOolL '11lllnk Ill aspeecb Ill LalAa&des-
compdltion la the ICIIOOls Is a pd tlllac. • Clllbot said. Gore's pl& b:uses oo et• 

pandlnc pnJCJ'IIDS sucll as Ille 
CHINA ISSUE: House laler'llatkml Rdalloas Committee Cblldrm'I Heallll 1mur1Dce 
CllalnnaD 8eQjamin GillDaD. ll-N.Y. lllwe,I Presideal Oln- Prccram lo oova-cblldreD ID 
ton to pl'ffl the Cblllese le8dersblp lo n=aounce lbe use of fallllllestllal am IOo anuell lo 
~ against nlwan. Omoa meets Ibis week wUh Cbltle5e quality for Medicaid but IOo 
President Jiallg Zemill II Ille Asla-Padk Ecooomlc Coop- little lo afford pr1Ylle Insur­
er.Ilion swnmlL Gllmall said CGagress Is 00DCelDed about ance. 
1hreats against 'htnD by aiallllud OIUla. wtllcla ftP'ds Slates -.Id rec:me llddJ-
the Island as a renep1e proYIDce. us. policy Is !bat 111ere ts tloClal fllndloc for lbe pro-
only one Oibla and Ille Isle Is to be IOlwd peecelully, gram. 

Camp&ign Press Secretary 
PRESIDENTIAL TRAVEL: President Oidon. wtio mted Kill Moore said the vtce 
only 111rtt fordgn COUlllries dur1nc his t!rst ,_- ID otace, Is president will un¥Cil details 
,_ Ille lllOlt widely trllYICled presldeat. ta ,11 Jm$ ID or- 1a1er In the,--. 
nee, be bas been lo $S couatries and terrflor1es. George Gore also called for a 2S" 
Bush mted J6 - four :,em, -.bile R.ollald lleapn -,I refuodable tu credit foe Ind!· 
to l60¥Crelellly,e11i.Amoocposslbtestops1D2000areA111• vlduals who do 110( have ac­
arc!la. l(os(M) and \lldnam. ~ Hess. a praldealial cess to bealtb-care plans 
analytl at Ille BtootlacS Jmlllutloo. said presidellls tmeJ Uvougb their employers. 
more at Ille aid ot llldr lenllS as Ibey look lo build llldr bis, 
lonCII legacy. "M Ille)' C0111e lo lbe aid Ill llldr rqlme, 
Ibey lend lo &d lllGft adulalloo and dleertnca'OOll!s wbell 
Ille Co abc'old.. be Aid. "PoUlldam. par1lollarty presidem. 
like lbat IOCt ot 11111t· 

SENATE CffARGE$: s-wax ea.,. 
cus. l>-MoaL. us bem accused of 
mtlag lmlll IIMll0eS tonrd Ills 
dlld ol Dff. Olrlslkle Niedermeier. 
and llr1aC lier wbell • told lllm lo 
imp. lllucus denied leDlllly -­tac NledenDdea; and said Ille made 
Ille accusalloas after be lold lier be 
- ldlla& lier Co became ol llalt 
QIIDPlalals about lier -.meill 

" ayle. ~ us DOt llled a b'mll mm-
Baucus: N:iCUfl//d plalat. lbe case - lint repa,1ed by 
d '-- Roi Call. a Clpltol RW ~ 

FEDEQL NETHACIWl:Fl1c Bumsot$bottl1Do. 1Vas11.. 
llnoWII -. CIOllll)Uler lladdllC drc:leS as '"ZY'IOO.. pleaded 
pillty ID AleDlldr1a. Ya.. lo~ oo lbe Web peges 
ot Vice Prelldeal Gore. NAto and the us. lalormallon 
Agell,cy. DuDqe ar:>eeded $40,000. Bunls faoeS ap lo ll¥C 
)'ears In prllooatlelllaldag NoY: It. He lbO admllr.ed badr.· 
Ing cClles' ~ and business lites. and advtslnc oth· 
en oo bow lo peaelrlle lbe Wle House Web site. 

CORRECTION: All Item~ sbauld ba¥C said the Con· 
stitulloo Party, lormerty tbe US. ~n Party, nomlnat• 
od fOUllder Howvd PIIIIIIP5 to be presldenl and syndicated 
columnist Joseph Sobnn to be YICe presldem. 

Wrinen by Paul Leavln with slalf and wire repo<1S 

_ .. 

He said companies get a 
we atdll for the cost or 
health lnslnnee, 1>ut no< In· 
dMduals WbO llaVe 10 Cd a,v. 
er-age on lbdr own. That's Just 
no1 fair, and we have to 
dlan&elL. 

Gort also ll0(ed that small 
buSkleslles account for about 
301' ot the Dallon's wortdon:e 
but 11W IIW'O' do 110( supply 
bealUl care beCauSe II can 
cost lberll as mudl es three 
times wllal It costs large com• 
peoles for lnsurance-

Republlcao Rep. John 
Boellntt ot Ob1o llld Gore's 
plan lalled to address a key 
- IIW'O' 1111111 llrms do 
DOt otter belllh COYerage: 
leer Ibey will be subject to 
lmolomlawsults. 

"Few rlgbt-mlnded empkJy• 
en ID AmfflCa will e¥CD dare 
lo ofterbeallll~- lllllil 
tllat Issue Is addressed, 
Bodlller said. 

lbe Families USA Founda· 
lloo praised Gore's wttuag. 

- to addrels bellll>are ls­
sues aad arged other 
c.lldllalodbco&sW11Y5to 
Cllmd cc,,,ence Ill ID estl­
lDlled 43 llllllloll Alller1calls 
wllboatll. 

Rem Pollldc, aecuth'e dl­
rec:toroltbeCIOIISUIDerll'OUP, 
praised Gore for ~ Ille 
lint praldealial Cllldidale to 
outline a proposal 11111 would 
Co a tcq WIii' lo bdplng wort(. 
lag lamllles Cd the health 
<XlYlmCC tlley aced." ' 

Scotl Mc:Odlao. a spokes­
man for GOP fronl-runMr 
George W. Bu:s11. Slid, "Heattb 
ewe Is ao knporlaol Issue, but 
II dOesni require Ille kln<1 of 
blgpmiment solutions that 
Al Gore now .. • supports.· 

Bradley said, "'We have 10 
Judge Whal a program can ac• 
complish. no( Just Whether it 
souads gooc1. • 

Bradley said he would pro­
pose a health-care policy in 
seYCralweeks. 
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Gore offers Rx for the uninsured 
l Vldtt> 

s.i.ctyovr 
~speed 

21!.R '56.6 : Tl 

ef'fNW'indows 
Mecu Player 

NBC's Claire Shipman 
reports on Gore's health 
murance proposal. 

Vioe President Al Gore unvels his plan to improve health care coverage 
for Americans during a campaign speech at Children's Hospital of Los 
Angeles on Tuesday. 

By Claire Shipman 
NBC NEWS CORRESPONDENT 

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 7 - Vice President Al Gore 
borrowed a page from an old Clinton campaign 
handbook on Tuesday, promising health 
insurance for millions of Americans who don't 
have it. 
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tn UveVote 

How would you 
describe Gore's 
health care plan? 

A smart set of 
incremental 
changes. 
Too little, too late. 
A prescription for 
disaster. 

C VOTE ) 

(MSN ICIIHEltACTIVE 

Vote to see results 

IT IS ONE of Gore's costliest campaign proposals 
to date. The centerpiece is a promise to give every 
child in the United States health insurance. 

But what it doesn't do is propose an overhaul of 
the nation's health care system - a plan that backfired 
on Bill Clinton in 1993. 

"If you elect me president," Gore said, " I will 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our 
country has full access to fully affordable health 
coverage." 

Gore's key proposals: 
■ Let more people participate in a government 
program that offers low-income families insurance for 
their children. 
■ If people earn too much money to qualify, but still 
need insurance, they can buy in. 
■ Parents in low-income families would become 
eligible for insurance too. 

■ Anyone earning up to $ I 00,000 who has to buy an 
individual policy or buy into a government program 
would get a tax break. 
■ Allowing people to buy into Medicare 10 years early, 
at age 55, if they have no other insurance. 

Health care experts call the plan a practical one. 
"It builds on programs that already exist and 

seems to work well and I think it is practically feasible 
to get this enacted," said Ron Pollack, of Families 
USA. 

With his Tuesday speech, the vice president 
staked out different ground than that of his Democratic 
rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said he will 
propose something approaching universal coverage, 
and Repu~licans and health industry advocates, who 
fear that imposing too many mandates on private 
health care firms will drive up costs. 

Gore won't name the cost, but he says he can pay 
for it. 

"Later in the campaign, all of the proposals that I 
have put forward will be integrated into a balanced 
budget," Gore said. 

But with experts 
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estimating a cost for 
the program of 
between $30 billion 
and $50 billion over 
five years, many are 
eager to see just how 
he' ll make it all add 
up. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
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Gore unveils health care 
proposal for reaching the 
uninsured 

September 7, 1999 
Web posted at: 4 : 16 p.m. EDT (2016 GMT) 

LOS ANGELES (CNN) -- Vice President Al 
Gore unveiled Tuesday a series of proposals 
aimed at bringing millions of uninsured 
Americans into the health care system, including 
a plan to give every child in the nation access to 
affordable health care by.2005. 

To bring more children into the ranks of the 
insured, Gore is proposing to expand the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, which 
helps states provide coverage to children in 
working families. States can use the federal CHIP 
money to cover children in families that earn up 
to 200 percent of the poverty level. If elected, 
Gore said he would work to raise that cap to 250 
percent. 

"That is a 
commitment 
that I'll keep," 
he said. 

Gore would 
also allow 
families that do 
not qualify for 
the program, 
and·do not 
receive health 
benefits Vice President Gore spoke Tuesday 
through their on the country's health care system 

jobs, to buy into the program. He would give 
financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he 
believes are not fully utilized. 
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Gore took a potshot at Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush. the Republican presidential front-runner, 
when he noted that many Texas children don't 
have health insurance even though they are 
eligible for health insurance via CHIP. 

"In some states -- Texas springs to mind -- one­
quarter of all children are still out in the cold," he 
said. 

Gore noted that the fastest-growing group of 
uninsured Americans are between 55 and 65, 
what he called the "near elderly." Gore proposed 
allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into the 
program as early as age 55 and he promised a 25 
percent tax credit to help defray the cost. 
Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 
65. 

Gore's proposals follow the incremental approach 
to changing managed care adopted by President 
Bill Clinton after his attempt to revamp the 
system failed to win congressional approval in 
1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the 
system in one fell swoop," Gore said. 
"Experience has taught us that there is a way to 
keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

Gore's plan also would: 

• Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or 
Medicaid when they returned to the workplace. 

• Encourage small businesses to band together to 
negotiate rates for their workers' coverage by 
providing a 25 percent tax credit to the firms. 

• Press for a "real, enforceable" patients' bill of 
rights, similar to legislation that Congress will 
consider when it returns this month from recess. 
Gore didn't explicitly say in his remarks whether 
he favors allowing patients to sue their health 
maintenance organizations and collect damages 
when care has been denied. But, he has promoted 
Democratic legislation this year that would do so. 
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Gore's "bill of rights" would guarantee patients 
the right to see a specialist, and ensure that 
doctors can tell patients all their medical options 
regardless of cost. It also would ensure that 
pregnant women and cancer patients wouldn't 
have to change doctors in the middle of 
treatment. 

"They don't have a license to practice medicine 
and they don't have the right to play God," Gore 
said of HM O's. 

He suggested that it also would require managed 
care companies to cover mental illness. Gore's 
wife, Tipper, recently disclosed that she suffered 
from depression. 

"I want to make sure that a patient with 
depression is given access to care on terms no 
different from a patient who has diabetes," he 
said. "And I will begin by improving mental 
health services for those who receive Medicaid." 

Gore promised to establish new public-private 
partnerships to expand access to prevention and 
wellness programs and to promote such 
initiatives in the workplace. He didn't say what 
the government's role would be, however, nor did 
he say how he would finance the new initiatives. 

Gore's proposal staked out ground between that 
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, 
who has said he will propose something 
approaching universal coverage, and . 
Republicans, who fear that imposing toci"'many 
mandates on private health care firms will drive 
up costs. 

"Others will argue against reforming our health 
care system carefully, realistically, and step-by­
step. Some of them will tell you that the only 
acceptable answer is a one-size-fits-all solution," 
Gore said, in an apparent reference to Bradley. 

The Associated_Pre_s~ contributed 
to this report. 
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Gore Urges Health Care Reforms 

By Scott Lind/aw 
Associated Press Writer 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 7:54 p.m. EDT 

New,;wooll.com LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday 
lrit11•ie1 hanet G111~ to ensure that all children have access to affordable health care by 
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2005, offering a wide-ranging package of reforms aimed at bringing 
as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the health care 
system. 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate stressed that, if he 
captured the White House, he would pursue the same incremental 
approach to changing health care that President Clinton adopted after 
his attempt to revamp the system failed to win congressional 
approval in 1994. 

" We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell 
swoop," Gore said at Children's Hospital. " Experience has taught us 
that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing what is wrong 
with American health care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health care proposals -- and Texas Gov. 
George W. Bush's announcement of his education program last week 
-- moves the campaign for the White House to a new stage as the 
candidates begin offering specifics on their agendas. 

. 
Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one reference clearly 
was aimed at the Republican presidential front-runner. " In some 
states -- Texas springs to mind -- one-quarter of all children are still 
out in the cold," Gore said. 

With his proposal, the vice president ~taked out different ground than 
that of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill Bradley, who has said 
tie will propose something approaching universal coverage, and 
Republicans and health industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health care firms will drive up costs. 

While portions of his package were new, Gore borrowed heavily 
from initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few cases, by 
Republicans. 
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"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, 
quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris 
Lehane said that would come " in the near future," but that he did not 
anticipate a tax increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the 
Children's Health Insurance Program, the primary vehicle Gore 
would use. That program, designed to provide health insurance 
coverage to children in fami lies with incomes too high to qualify for 
Medicaid, is primarily block grants to states. Most states establish a 
sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 

" We have to judge what a program can accomplish, not just whether 
it sounds good," Bradley said in a statement. One criteria his plan 
would meet, when he unveils it in the coming weeks, would be 
"stating honestly what the true cost of this program would be," 
Bradley said. 

According to Gore, 43 million Americans lack health care coverage, 
and the number has grown by about I million a year this decade. 
Some 11 million children are uninsured. 

To cover them, Gore would expand the Children's Health Insurance 
Program, which helps states provide coverage to children in working 
families. Currently, states can use the federal CHIP money to cover 
children in families that earn up to 200 percent of the poverty level. 
Gore would raise that cap to 250 percent. 

California and four other states already have set the cap at 250 
percent or higher; according to Gabriela Alcalde, policy specialist at 
the National Conference of State Legisfatures. 

Gore also would allow families that do not qualify for the program, 
and do not receive health benefits through their jobs, to buy into the 
program. States would be permitted to extend coverage to all parents 
whose children are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid. 

Gore would give financial bonuses to states that meet enrollment 
targets for CHIP and Medicaid, programs he said are not fully 
utilized. 

The CHIP expansions and efforts to bring more eligible people into 
such programs would result in an increase of 11 million to 15 million 
children and adults covered, Lehane said. 
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Gore said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are 
those between 55 and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for 
Medicare at 65. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing · ' vulnerable Americans" to 
buy into the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent 
tax credit to help defray the cost. 

Gore also would: 

--Let people with disabilities keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. Such a proposal has passed the Senate and 
is awaiting consideration in the House. 

--Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for 
their workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the 
firms. Republicans favor such an approach. 

--Press for a " real, enforceable" Patients' Bill of Rights, similar to 
legislation that Congress will consider this month. Gore didn't 
explicitly say Tuesday whether he favors allowing patients to sue 
their HMOs and collect damages when care has been denied. But like 
Clinton, he has promoted legislation this year that would do so. 

Walter Zelman, an architect of Clinton's failed health care plan who 
now heads the California Association of Health Plans, called Gore's 
initiatives ··a reasonably strong proposal to get at the issue of the 
uninsured." 

Still, he warned, the package could be too costly, " especially since it 
proposes to add benefits for the already insured, as well as coverage 
for the uninsured." 
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Gore Health Care Glance 

By The Associated Press 
Tuesday, September 7, 1999; 6:51 p.m. EDT 

Outline of Vice President Gore's health care reform proposal Tuesday 
in Los Angeles: 

-Would ensure access for all children to affordable health insurance 
by 2005 by expanding Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
to include families with incomes up to 250 percent of the poverty 
line. The current eligibility ceiling for the program is 200 percent of 
the poverty line. The program also would allow families with 
incomes above $41,000 to · 'buy into" federally subsidized health care 
coverage. 

--States could also enroll parents of eligible children for coverage. 

-Senior citizens and self-employed people would get a 25 percent 
refundable tax credit for health care insurance premiums if they lack 
access to employer-based coverage. 

--People with disabilities could keep Medicare or Medicaid when 
they return to the workplace. 

--Small businesses that band together to negotiate rates for their 
employee coverage would get a 25 percent tax credit. 

--Would expand Medicaid coverage otmental health care. 

0 Copyright 1999 The Associated Press 
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The Los Angeles Times 
Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

Gore Pledges to Close Health Insurance Gaps, Cover All Children 
By CA TI-Il.,EEN DECKER, Times Political Writer 

Building on the incremental solutions pushed by President Cl inton 
s ince the failure of his vaunted health care overhaul, Vice 
President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to insw-e every child in 

Ame1ica and to fill the health insw-ance gaps straddled by their 
parents, all by the end of a first presidential term in 2005. 

The vice president said he would expand an existing federal -state 
program that helps provide health insurance and offer it to children 
whose parents make about $41,000 to support a family of four. That 
amount is 250% of the federal poverty level, up from program's 
current income target of 200% of the poverty level, or about $33,000 
for a family of four. 

That program--the Children's Health Insurance Program, created in 
1997-uses federal and state money to help insure children. Members 
pay according to income and family size, and most are signed up 
through health maintenance organizations. Nationwide, about one child 
in 10 does not have health insurance. 

Gore's proposal also would allow the uninsured parents of children 
who qualify for the Children's Health Insurance Program--or for 
Medicaid, insurance for the indigent--to buy insurance at reduced 
rates, thus lessening the numbers of uninsured working parents. 

Backs Medicare Expansion Plan 
He also backed a proposal already advanced by Clinton that would 

enable Americans ages 55 to 65 to buy into Medicare, in effect 
expanding access to on~ of the fastest-growing ~~gments of the 
uninsured population. 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for 
millions of Americans who can't afford it today," Gore told an audience 
assembled at Childrens Hospital in Los Angeles. "They will move us 
toward the day when every American has access to affordable, quality 
coverage.''. 

Gore was silent on the question of how he would finance a 
program that could easily reach into the multibillion-dollar range. 
Spokesman Chris Lehane said that would be detailed later. 



"It's all going to be done in the context of a balanced budget," 
Lehane said. 

The broad plan Gore outlined Tuesday offered something for nearly 
everyone: Small business owners would win greater access to cheaper 
pools of insurance, and the self-employed or those without insurance at 
work would get the same tax break as businesses on health insurance 
costs . The disabled would be able to keep Medicaid or Medicare 
coverage when they return to work--instead of losing them and being 
denied private coverage because of preexisting conditions. 

Health care advocates and policymakers had mixed reactions to 
Gore's proposals, although most lauded him for tackling what many 
believe to be the largest health care problem facing the country, the 43 
mill ion Americans not covered by indigent care, p1ivate insurance or 
employer health plans . 

"The biggest gap in coverage is adults and this is an efficient way 
to begin to reach them," said Judy Feder, dean of policy studies at 
Georgetown University and a contributor to Clinton's failed 1993-94 
health care reform plan. 

E. Richard Brown, director of the UCLA Center for Health Policy 
Research and a professor at the UCLA School of Public Health, said 
that while helpful , Gore's program would not solve the problems of 
most uninsured Americans. 

California's Legislature recently killed three bills that would have 
expanded eligibility for government insurance programs to those at 
300% of the poverty level--far above Gore's proposal--and would have 
applied to parents as well as children, as Gore's would. Even then, only 
2 million of the 7 million uninsured Californians would have been 
eligible, Brown said. 

"It sounds like a number of interesting and useful small pieces 
which will help states expand [coverage] if they want to," Brown said. 
"But it still will leave probably the largest segment of the uninsured 
population out in the cold." 

The bigger problem is adults who make too much money to qualify 
for assistance programs but .cannot afford premiums for private 
insurance: While Gore dealt with that issue by offe1ing individuals a 
25% tax credit for health insurance costs, Brown said that most people 
cannot come up with the up-front money. 

Gore advisors acknowledged that the overall plan unveiled Tuesday 



is somewhat limited, saying it would help about 11 million to 15 million 
people, some of whom are already eligible for the existing Children's 
Health Insurance Program. 

The impact in the states would be mixed, according to health care 
analysts. California, where access to health care has recently been 
broadened, would feel less impact than most. 

This state expects to cover children in families at 250% of the 
pove1ty level--Gore's proposal--by next month . The children's program 
here goes under the name of Healthy Families. 

Surpasses Other Candidates on Details 
In terms of details, Gore easily advanced beyond the rest of the 

pre~idential candidates, who largely have spoken sympathetically about 
the plight of.the uninsured but left specifics for later. 

His Democratic primruy opponent, former New Jersey Sen. Bill 
Bradley, has said only that he would press for universal health care. 
He said Tuesday that he would soon offer proposals that make clear 
"that the vice president and I have a different approach to the 
fundamental health care issues facing America." 

A spokesman for the leading Republican presidential candidate, 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, criticized Gore's proposal as "the kind of 
big government solution" that Gore and Clinton "consistently embrace." 

The spokesman, Scott McClellan, said that Bush was preparing his 
own health care plan. 

Whether it has the desired political effect, Gore's plan is a model of 
the centrist approach that Clinton endorsed after his more radical 
health care plan was blasted by nearly all sides in 1993-94. 

The vice president offered traditionally Democratic notions of 
broad access to insurance coverage with a Republicanesque 
dependence on tax breaks to pay some of the costs. 

Gore took pains to avoid comparisons with Clinton's doomed effort, 
which was quaiterbacked by First Lady Hillaty Rodham Clinton. 

Neither was mentioned by name, but Gore clearly alluded to the 
fiasco. 

"This is a fundamentally different approach," said Gore, not saying 
to what he was comparing his effort. Later, he said rather pointedly 



that the country needs "visionary but practical change." 

Gore's biggest applause lines came at the expense of 
HMOs--which, ironically, would pick up most of the health care 
business generated by his proposals. Accompanied to the stage by 
Evelyn Alvarado of Los Angeles, whose three children are now 
covered by a Healthy Families policy administered by the Molina 
HMO, Gore vowed to push through Congress tough legislation to rein 
in HMOs. 

He also told a joke about a dead HMO bureaucrat allowed into 
heaven--but only for three days. It was a reference to the common 
complaint that HM Os too strenuously limit hospital stays. 

"l am certainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions 
are made by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," 
Gore said. "They don't have a license to practice medicine, and they 
have no tight to play God." 

Times staff writer Alissa J. Rubin and political writer Ron 
Brownstein contributed to this story. 

Copyright Los Angeles Times 

--



The Los Angeles Daily 

Gore details health-care plan 

By Robert Monroe, Staff Writer 

Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore pledged Tuesday to offer affordable 
health care for all children by 2005 and expand medical coverage for low-income 
adults and retirees . Speaking at Childrens Hospital Los Angeles, the vice 
president promised he would not rush wholesale reforms , alluding to the 
Clinton-Gore administration's failure to overhaul the health-care system in 1994. 

"Expelience has taught us that there is a way to keep what is right, while fixing 
what is wrong with Ame1ican health care," Gore said. 

"We must use our prosperity now to bring new change to our health-care 
system, to make our families healthier and more hopeful for the new century 
ahead." 

Gore called for expansion of the federal Children's Health Insurance Program, 
which backs state programs for low-income families, including California's 
Healthy Families. The program covers families with incomes up to 200 percent 
of the poverty level. Nearly 11 million children are uninsured. 

Gore proposed raising the qualifying family income level to 250 percent - the 
equivalent of $41,000 made annually by a family of four. 

Gore is the first of the front-running candidates to put fo1th a specific health -care 
fix as the presidential campaigns swing into high gear. Last week in Los 
Angeles, Republican candidate George W. Bush unveiled a proposal to overhaul 
the country's educational system. 

Gore's pfedge, if it was implemented, could have little effect in California, where 
legislators have budgeted an-expansion of Healthy_.f amilies to the 250 percent 
level for the fiscal year. 

What's new is that Gore's plan also would allow families that earn too much to 
be eligible to buy into the insurance program for their children and themselves . 

Gore put no price tag on the cost of his pr9posal, which also would provide 
incentives for states to find and enroll qualifying children. In California, 163,000 
children, roughly half those eligible, are enrolled in Healthy Families. 

Reaction to Gore's proposal was mixed. 

"This is a pretty revolutionary proposal because it would be extending Medicare 



to children," said Dr. Randall Wetzel , director of critical care medicine at 
Childrens . Wetzel attended Gore's speech. 

Glenn Melnick, professor of health economics at the University of Southern 
California and a consultant at the Rand think tank in Santa Monica, said Gore's 
plan could have unintended consequences. Letting working poor parents join 
could prompt employers to drop health insurance altogether defeating the 
purpose of a government program designed to supplement employer-based 
insurance, not replace it. 

"Employers are smrut. They'll figure it out," said Melnick. "Expanding coverage 
to kids is the lowest-cost option with the least number of unintended side 
effects ." 

Gore made a subtle stab at Bush, the governor of Texas, noting that in that 
state "one-quarter of all children ru·e sti ll out in the cold." 

Among Gore's other proposals were the introduction of a 25 percent tax credit 
for individuals who buy their own health insurance; allowing people 55 to 65 to 
buy into Medicru·e; and letting people with disabilities keep their health-care 
insurance when they return to work. 

Republican candidate John McCain plans to introduce his own plan probably in 
the fall. 

"We want to concentrate on market approaches and private sector approaches 
rather than big government plans and I think that's where we fundamentally differ 
from the Democrats," said McCain's spokesman, Howard Opinsky. 

Likewise, a spokesman for Bush's campaign termed Gore's proposal an 
unnecessary big-government solution to health-care reform. The front-running 
Republican candidate does not have a health-care proposal yet, said Scott 
McClellan. 

"He will be laying out his health-care proposals over the course of the 
campaign," McClellan said. 

In a statement released by his campaign office, Democratic candidate Bill 
Bradley said while he applauded Gore's placement of health-care coverage as a 
high priority, any meaningful proposal should include an honest estimate of a 
program's cost. 

"We have to judge what a program can accomplish , not just whether it sounds 
good," the former U.S. senator said. 

Bradley, who has espoused more universal health-care coverage than Gore 



proposes, said he will unveil his own proposal in several weeks. He added that 
his plan will "make clear that the vice president and I have a different approach 
to the fundamental health-care issues facing America." 

On the second day of his stop in Los Angeles, Gore left the hospital shortly 
after noon to attend what staffers called a se1ies of "p1ivate meetings." He also 
attended a reception at a private home in the Los Angeles area and then 
another reception at the Garden of Eden nightclub in Hollywood. 

Today, Gore plans to address an American Legion convention in Anaheim and 
attend a luncheon hosted by the Democratic Foundation before returning to 
Washington, D.C. 

--



Copyright 1999 Chicago Tribune Company 
Chicago Tribune 

September 8, 1999 Wednesday, CHICAGO SPORTS FINAL EDITION 

HEADLI NE: GORE VOWS AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR 
CHILDREN 

BYLINE: Associated Press . 

DATELINE: LOS ANGELES 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore promised Tuesday to ensure that all children have 

access to affordable health care by 2005, offering a wide-ranging package of 
reforms aimed at bringing as many as 15 million uninsured Americans into the 
health-care system 

Yet the Democratic presidential candidate emphasized that, ifhe captures the 
White House, he would pursue the same incremental approach to changing health 
care that President Clinton adopted after his attempt to revamp the system 
fai led to win congressional approval in 1994. 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop," 
Gore said at Children's Hospital. "Experience has taught us that there is a 

way to keep what is right, whi le fixing what is wrong with American health 
care." 

The unveiling of Gore's health-care proposals, and Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush's announcement of his education program last week, moves the campaign for 
the White House to a new stage as the candidates begin offering specifics on 
their agendas. 

Gore did not mention Bush in his remarks, but one refer~pce clearly was 
aimed at the Republ ican presidential front-runner. "In some states, Texas 
springs to mind, one-quarter of all children are stil I out in the cold," Gore 
said. 

With his proposal , the vice president staked out different ground than that 
of his Democratic rival, former Sen. Bill 

Bradley, who has said that he will propose something approaching universal 
coverage, and Republicans and health-industry advocates, who fear that imposing 
too many mandates on private health-care films would drive up costs. 

While portions of his package were new, Gore bo1rnwed heavily from 



initiatives promoted by Clinton, and, in a few c~es, by Republicans. 

"Taken together, these steps will make health care affordable for millions of 
Americans who cannot afford it today. They will move toward the day when every 
American has access to affordable, quality coverage." 

Gore did not estimate the cost of his proposals. Spokesman Chris Lehane 
said that would come "in the near future," but that he did not anticipate a tax 
increase would be needed to finance them. 

About $4.3 billion in federal taxes was allocated last year to the Children's 
Health Insurance Program, the primruy vehicle Gore would use. 

That program, designed to provide health insurance coverage to children in 
families with i~comes too high to qualify for Medicaid, is primarily block 
grants to states. 

Most states establish a sliding scale of subsidies based on family income. 

_, 



Copyright 1999 The Atlanta Constitut ion 
T he Atlanta Journal and Constitution 

September 8, 1999, Wednesday, CONSTITUTION EDITION 

H EADLINE: CAMPAIGN 2000: Gore vows health coverage for kids 

BYLINE: Scott Shepard, Cox Washington Bureau 

SOURCE: Los Angeles 

BODY: 
Vice President Al Gore vowed Tuesday to provide health care coverage to about 
11 million uninsured children by 2005 as a first step toward making affordable 
coverage available to all Americans. 

"Let me be crystal clear on this point: lf you elect me president, I wi II 
ensure that by the year 2005, every single child in our country has full access 
to fully affordable health care coverage," he told a room of health care workers 
at Children's Hospital, one of America's major pediatric centers. 

Gore's promise seemed to be a response to weeks of criticism by fo1mer Sen. 
Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that the Clinton- Gore administration has not done enough 
for children in poverty. 

And Gore's timing, on the eve of Bradley's official announcement of his 
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination, appeared to be a 
to recent public opinion polls suggesting that interest in Bradley's campaign is 
growing rather than fading. 

Although Gore did not mention Bradley by name, the vice president 
contrasted his health care proposal to the universal coverage the f01mer senator 
is expected to embrace in the coming weeks . 

_, 

"Some ... will tell you that the only acceptable answer is a one-size­
fits-all solution," he said. 

To avoid the kind of controversy that the ill-fated Clinton health care 
changes generated in 1994, Gore cautioned that he would pursue a wide-ranging 
package of reforms "carefully, realistically and step by step." 

"We have all learned that we cannot overhaul the system in one fell swoop," 
the vice president said. Still, he added, "We cannot rest umil every single 
Ame,ican has affordable health care." 

The first step in that direction, he said, would involve the expansion of the 



Children's Health Insurance Program, enacted in 1997 to provide federal funds to 
the states to pay for health care coverage to children in working fami lies. 

Currently, the CHIP program allows coverage of children in fami lies that earn 
up to 200 percent of the federal poverty level. 

But under Gore's proposal , the eligibility cap would be raised to 250 
percent, or about$ 41 ,000. 

Some states, such as California, already have raised the cap to 250 percent. 
Some states, such as Texas, have tried to lower' the cap below 200 percent. 

Despite the CHIP program, the Children's Health Fund, an advocacy group, 
estimates that about 11 million children still have no health insurance. 

And Gore, promising.to spur the states to greater effo1ts, took a dig at 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the front-runner for the Republican presidential 
nomination, also without saying his name. 

"In some states --- Texas sp1i ngs to mind --- one-quaiter of all children ai·e 
still out in the cold," he said. "That is unacceptable." 

Gore would also allow families who currently do not qualify for CHIP and do 
not have access to health coverage through their jobs to buy into the program, 
so that their children can have access to coverage regardless of their pai·ents' 
income. 

As Clinton has, Gore proposed allowing "vulnerable Americans" to buy into 
the program as early as age 55. Gore promised a 25 percent tax credit to help 
defray the cost. 

He said the fastest-growing group of uninsured Americans are those between 55 
and 65. Currently, Americans are eligible for Medicare at 65. 

Gore never addressed the issue of cost, other than to say Th~t any public 
expenses should be "fiscally responsible." 

His spokesman, Chris Lehane, said the cost would be addressed later "in the 
context of a balanced budget" and not in te1ms of a tax increase. 

Although campaign officials had billed the speech as a major policy address , 
many of the ideas cited by Gore on Tuesday had already been proposed: 

An "enforceable" patients' bill of rights . He has promoted legislation that 
would allowing patients to sue their HMOs and collect damages when cai·e has been 
denied. 



Allow people with disabilities to keep Medicare or Medicaid when they 
returned to the workplace. · 

Encourage small businesses to band together to negotiate rates for their 
workers' coverage by providing a 25 percent tax credit to the companies . 

Improve privacy safeguards for patients. 

Encourage insurers to cover mental illness as they do physical illnesses. 

Gore drew the most applause when he criticized health maintenance 
organizations. 

"I am ce1tainly not satisfied when life-or-death medical decisions are made 
by HMO bureaucrats at the other end of a telephone line," he said. "They don't 

have a licence to practice medicine, and they don't have a right to play God." 

_, 
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Ad Watch 

By Howard Kurtz 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Thursday, November 11, 1999; Page A 13 

Another in a series evaluating the accuracy of political advertising. 

Candidate: Vice President Gore 

Markets: Iowa and New Hampshire 

Time: 30 seconds 

Producer: Century Media 

Audio: I think it's just unconscionable at a time when we have the 
strongest economy in history, we're the wealthiest nation on Earth, to 
have millions and millions of children who have no health care 
coverage at all. We ought to change that. And we ought to start by 
making a commitment to have affordable, high-quality health care for 
every child in America before the end of the next president's term. 
And we can do that within a balanced budget. Then we can go down 
the road toward coverage for every single American. 

Analysis: Gore, in shirtsleeves, tries to rise above the minutiae of the 
health care debate by making an appeal from the heart, punctuated by 
heartwarming images of toddlers and babies. The ad seeks to credit 
the Clinton-Gore administration for the strong economy, but sidesteps 
its failure to seek coverage for 44 million uninsured Americans since 
the 1994 debacle over the president's health legislation. 

The vice president has been attacking rival Bill Bradley's broader 
health plan as too expensive, but the ad contains only the subtlest of 
jabs, with Gore saying he would live within a balanced budget. The 
ad provides no information about cost. (Gore would spend $315 
billion over 10 years to cover an additional 15 million people; 
Bradley would spend up to $650 billion during that period to cover as 
many as 39 million. Bradley disputes Gore's charge that the cost 
would be much higher and would wipe out the federal budget 
surplus.) Gore is slightly defensive about his incremental approach, 
saying he'll head "down the road" toward universal coverage after 
2005. 

© Copyright 1999 The Washington Post Company 

11 / 11 / 1999 4:40 Pt\ 
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Ad Watch 

By Howard Kurlz 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Thursday, November 11 , 1999; Page A 13 

Another in a series evaluating the accuracy of political adve11ising. 

Candidate: Vice President Gore 

Markets: Iowa and New Hampshire 

Time: 30 seconds 

Producer: Century Media 

Audio: I think it's just unconscionable at a time when we have the 
strongest economy in history, we're the wealthiest nation on Earth, to 
have millions and millions of children who have no health care 
coverage at all. We ought to change that. And we ought to start by 
making a commitment to have affordable, high-quality health care for 
every child in America before the end of the next president's term. 
And we can do that within a balanced budget. Then we can go down 
the road toward coverage for every single American. 

Analysis: Gore, in shirtsleeves, tries to rise above the minutiae of the 
health care debate by making an appeal from the heart, punctuated by 
heartwarming images of toddlers and babies. The ad seeks to credit 
the Clinton-Gore admin istration for the strong economy, but sidesteps 
its failure to seek coverage for 44 million uninsured Americans since 
the 1994 debacle over the president's health legislation. 

The vice president has been attacking rival Bill Bradley's broader 
health plan as too expensive, but the ad contains only the subtlest of 
jabs, with Gore saying he wou ld live within a balanced budget. The 
ad provides no information about cost. (Gore would spend $3 I 5 
billion over IO years to cover an additional 15 million people; 
Bradley would spend up to $650 billion during that period to cover as 
many as 39 million. Bradley disputes Gore's charge that the cost 
would be much higher and would wipe out the federal budget 
surplus.) Gore is slightly defensive about his incremental approach, 
saying he'll head "down the road" toward universal coverage after 
2005. 

© Copyright 1999 The Washington Post Company 

11 / 11 / 1999 4:40 PM 
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Gore, Bradley conflict 4 
Candidates' insurance plans 
differ in scope; costs debated 
By William M . Welch 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Vice President 
Gore and his rival for the Demo­
cratic presidential nomination, Bill 
Bradley, bave both applied the les­
sons of President Clinton's failed 
health-care refonns to their own 
campaign propao;aJs. 

But the two presidential bope1uls 
seem to have teamed dlfferent les­
sons from that 1994 battle. 

Their competing proposals tor ex• 
pandlng health Insurance to more 
Americans have emerged as a cen· 
tral dispute In the contest for the 
nomination. Lately, the battle has 
been dominated tiy Gore's charge 
that Bradley's plan is far more ex• 
pensive than the fonner New Jersey 
senator acknowledges. and that It 
would consume or exceed projec­
tions for federal budget surpluses 
during the coming decade. 

In response, Bradley bas clarified 
some elements of his proposal In 
ways that aides say would lower esti­
mates of Its cost and perhaps reduce 
the number of uninsured Americans 
his plan would help. 

An estimated 44 million Ameri­
cans don't have health Insurance. 

Bradley denies Gore's charge that 
his plan would cost S 1.2 trillion over 
a decade and says it would be half 
that Gore claims his plan would ac­
complish nearly as much at le$ cost. 

That debate, of interest mainly to 
Democratic Party activists and pol­
Icy specialists, obscures a larger 
point Just five years after Clinton's 
health-care plan died in Congress -
taking with It Democrats' congres-

slonal majorities and seemingly 
dooming progress toward universal 
health coverage - both Democratic 
presidential candldates have seiz.ed 
on that same issue as a campaign 
tool. 

"There isn't a political analyst alive 
who after 1994 would have predicted 
that before the turn of the century 
politiciam running for president 
would make access to health ill.sur· 
ance a primary focus of their cam• 
palgn," says Robert Reischauer, for• 
mer Congressional Budget Office 
director. u And yet both Bradley and 
Gore have done that And It will force 
the Republicans to do the same." 

The Bradley and Gore pro~ 
approach health care in divergent 
ways that meet their own political 
needs: 
► Bradley, the challenger, has of­

fered a more sweeping plan with the 
ambitious goal of providing health 
coverage to 95% of all Americans, in· 
cluding all children. However, he 
would do so with a conservative ap­
proach: providing subsidies of up to 
$5,000 per family to help Americans 
buy federally approved private 
health Insurance. His plan would re­
place the government-run Medicaid 
program for the poor and allow ev­
eryone to get a tax break for Insur­
ance premiums. 
► Gore, the front-runner, has of• 

fered a more cautious Incremental 
plan, an approach forged by the neg­
ative public reaction to Clinton's com• 
plex proposal In 1994. He also prom­
ises to cover all children. and he 
would provide tax breaks for some 
people to buy Insurance. But at its 
heart Gore's plan relies on govern-

Medicare bill would 
cap some medical costs 
By Julie Appleby 
USA TODAY 

Medicare patients treated at ha;pi­
tal-owned clinics or medical practic­
es can pay two to three times more 
for their care than those who go to in• 
dependent doctors or clinics. 

~it hmif'llt In R Hou.¥. hill M.-1 

Deductibles due 
The deductible Medic.ve pa­
tients will pay next - fOf' a 
hospital admssion '5$776. But 

. they can pay more tor treat-
ments done at an outpatient 
clinic. Some examples: 

menl He leaves it to states to expand 
health coverage through existing pro­
grams - Medicaid and the 2-year• 
old Children's Health Insurance Pro­
gram - with federal dollars and di· 
rection. 

Both candidates propose prescrip­
tion drug coverage for senior citizens 
In Medicare. Gore copies Clinton's 
latest proposal, to pay half of up to 
$2,000 a year in drug costs. while 
Bradley proposes a more generous 
uncapped benefit 

Robert Blendon, health-policy ex­
pert at Harvard University, sees 
weaknesses In both plans. Bradley's 
plan, be says, will have buslnt!$ sup­
port because of its reliance on pri­
vate insurance but probably is costli­
er than be acknowledges. Gore's 
plan, he says, would expand the 
scope of existing programs that 
haven't been entirely succe$ful in 
providing health-care coverage to 
poor people who already qualify. 

In political tentlS, what Bradley 
has done is move to the left and right 
simultaneously, Blendon says. "He 
moved to the left by sounding bigger 
and bolder; be moved to the right by 
not setting up any government struc­
ture or launching any new govern• 
ment program." 

Gore, be says, has followed a more 
mainstream Democratic Party ap­
proach by keeping the Medicaid pro­
gram, which provides care for the 
poorest Americans. His plan may be 
easier to defend in the general elec• 
tion against Republicans, he argues, 
because its cost is more modest. 

Gore bas gone on ·the offensive on 
the cost i$ue. He bas pointed to an 
analysis by a fonner Ointon health· 
care' offlcial - Ken Thorpe, now a 
health-policy professor at Emory 
University in Atlanta - who pinned 
the Sl.2 trillion price tag on Brad· 
ley's plan. Thorpe also estimated that 
Bradley's plan would extend health 
coverage to more people, 18 million, 
than would Gore's, 12 million. 

Bradley often says health care is "a 
big problem that requires a big solu• 
tion-," like his plan. Gore's frequent 
response: "It mizy be a big Idea, but , 
It's not a good Idea." He contends 
Bradley would exhaust future sur• 
pluses and leave no tax money to put 
Into Medicare, the national health 
program for those 65 and older, as 
Clinton and Gore both propose. 

After complaints and clarifications 
last week by the Bradley campaign, 
Thorpe agreed to lower his estimate 
of the plan. He planned to disclose 
his latest figures todey. 

The Bradley campalgn d~ 
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Gore: He w.ns all chilailn to have access to instmlce. Bradley. He wwd mquie p.nnts to insl.re chilcren. • • • 
Point by point in Gore, Bradley health plans • 

' . • .. 
A brief summary of the health-care proposals of the two Democratic presidential candidates: .. 

• .. ...,. .... 
► Guar.wee access to affordable insurance for all chil­
dren by 2005. 
► Expand eligibility for the Children's Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP). 
► Allow high«-income children cm their parents who 
have no inslXance to buy coverage under CHIP. 
► Provide 25% tax credits to help individuals and small 
businesses buy health coverage. f,kJw those ~ to 
buy MedlcMl coverage. 
► Pay half, up to $2,000, of a Medicare beneficiary's an­
nual prescription drug expenses .. 

Gore's Ntlmate: $264 billion CM!K 10 years. 
~ estll111te. An~ of Gore's plan by a for­
mer Clinton health official, Ken Thofpe, estimated it at 
$312 billion (Nfl 10 yefM'S. 

So.,,ta0c"9..-,a&adlfy~~'lhorpo, 'Tho--, -&ldoy~lht~rdThorl)o.,..... ___ .,,,_ __ 

► Require parents to inslxe their children, with premiums 
subsidized by the federal government. Adults also would 
be eligible for premium subsidies, limited to $1,800 Pfl 
adult, s1,200 Pfl child cm s.s.ooo Pfl family. 
► Make coverage avallable to anyone through the Feder­
al E~ Health Benefits Progam, which offers a 
chok:e of private plans to gpvemment workers and 
members of Congress. • 
► AklN irdivicluals to exdude the cost of health premi­
ums from taxable income. 
► Expand Medicare to include a prescription drug bene­
fit. with a $500 .wmual deductible, $25 monthly premium 
and 25% oopayment. There would be no cap on the 
benefit. 
► Additional public health initiatives still to be spelled out. 

'it ~ -
Bradley's eetlr1181N: $55 biHion to $65 billion a year . 
Coww eetll,n. An analysis of Bradley's plan by 
Thorpe put It-at $1 .2 trilion <1V9f 10 years.1 
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ce notion that Thorpe, a former Qin • 
n administration health-policy offl• 
al who worked pn the failed 1994 
an, should be viewed as the ulti• 
.ate scorekeeper of this policy dis­
Jte. 
"We each have our own experts," 
radJey said in his debate last vreek 
Ith Gore. Todey In Chicago, in a 
ieech to the American Public 
ealth Association, Bradley is ex• 
:cted to make his mes extensive 
1mments to date cont:ram.ing his a~ 
'08Ch to Gore's. 

date's proposal would devote a large 
share of the federal government's tu• 
tu:re resources to expanding health · 
care to uninsured citizens. Despite 
Gore's charge, no one can say for 
sure what future surpluses will 
amOWlt to or whether either plan is 
affordable. 

• • 
ties say they want that money devot- ,; 
ed to reducing the national debL That • 
leaves a projected $996 billion in non• : 
Social Security surpluses - more : 
than Bradley contends his plan • 
would cost, but less than Gore asc;erts : 
It would cost. • 

Also, the surplus might be ephem• : 
era!. The projectlo~ are based on; 
the 8S$1fflptiOn that Congress holds • 
spending to tight limits set two years ! 
ago. Yet both the Republican major• ! 
lty in Congress and Olnton have • 
agreed to exceed that limit for ftscal ! 

I 

It's clear, though, that either candi-

Congressional budget analysts pro­
ject that the government wUI enjoy 
$2.9 trilllon In surpluses between 
now and 2009. But two-thirds of that 
will come from Social Security's ex• 
cess payroll tax collections, beyond 
what it J)lzyS in benefits, and both par- 2000 by more than $30 billion. : 
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Gore, Bradley Eye Health Reform 

By SANDRA SOBIERAJ Associated Press Writer 

WASHING TON (AP) - Bill Bradley tallies his · ' big idea" remedies for the poor and uninsured in 
billion-dollar bundles - $ 10 billion here, $65 billion there. But will they, as rival Al Gore charges, blow 
the budget surplus, throw the national budget back into deficits or force higher taxes? 

The vice president, in Wednesday's debate with Bradley, seized on an hours-old analysis by a former 
Clinton-Gore administration official putting the cost of Bradley's health plan at $1.2 trillion over 10 
years - more than the entire federal budget surplus and leaving nothing to shore up Medicare. 

"You're going to shred the social safety net," Gore told Bradley. 

Bradley, who generally dismisses Gore's more modest proposals as baby steps toward enormous 
problems, worked on his health proposal for two years and spent nine months running it by 
independent economists before giving it a $65 billion annual price tag. 

" We each have our own experts," he retorted. 

In fact, budget experts who discount all election-year calculations as phony, said Bradley's proposals 
are no more budget busting than Gore's - only Gore has yet to say much about his costs. 

All told, Bradley has offered health, child care and anti-poverty programs that he estimates will cost a 
total of $78 billion a year. 

" They really are the tax and spend twins," said Mark Miller, executive director of the Republican 
Leadership Council. 

In their race to be the Democrats' pick for president, the first modern presidential election set against 
budget surpluses instead of deficits, both have appealed to the party's liberal wing by offering 
expensive new programs: Gore's universal kindergarten, Bradley's universal health insurance, a 
promise by each to expand Medicare coverage to prescription drugs. 

Both have chosen the easy road to financing their programs, saying the non-Social Security portion of 
the surplus - projected to be $1 trillion over the next decade - will cover the bills. 

''This is Alice-in-Wonderland-type math on both sides," said Brookings Institution economist Isabel 
Sawhill. " It's very much a spitting match in which we're cloaking the debate in a false fiscal 
framework." 

Surplus projections are based on the assumption that Congress and the White House will stick to 
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spending caps they set in 1997 but have blown every year since. 

"The chances of that surplus being there to allocate to new priorities is only slightly greater than the 
possibility that the ice cap will melt tomorrow and inundate us all," said former Congressional Budget 
Office director Robert Reischauer. 

In his effort to flatten Bradley's rise in polls, Gore has honed in on the former New Jersey senator's 
health plan as · ·way excessive." But while the vice president held up as gospel half of the side-by-side 
cost analysis by Emory University professor Kenneth Thorpe, the administration veteran responsible 
for pricing the 1993 Clinton health plan, he ignored other Thorpe estimates: 

-That Gore's health plan will cost $312 billion over 10 years, or about $50 billion more than the cost 
Gore publicly assigned for the first time Wednesday night, and will yield just over 12 million newly 
insured Americans - 1 million or 2 million less than Gore claimed to reach. 

" Both Bradley and Gore are going to suffer the vagaries of not being precise in outyears," Thorpe said. 

Analysts working with Bradley, including Stanford University economist Alan Garber, fault Thorpe's 
calculations for not taking account of subsidy caps, the reallocation of $23 billion that the federal 
government now spends on Medicaid, and other fine details. 

Technological advances will also yield lower costs, said Margy Heldring, Bradley's top health policy 
adviser. "As we increasingly learn how to get the right treatment to the right people at the right time -
and to put serious investment into prevention, in helping people to get and stay healthy - there are 
savings to be had," she said. 

But, countered Elaine Kamarck, Gore's chief policy adviser, Bradley's own estimates still ignore the 
$256 billion that the Office of Management and Budget says will be needed over the next decade to 
shore up Medicare for the Baby Boom. 

Bradley's plan would eliminate Medicaid and give poor people government subsidies to buy into 
federal workers' health plans or purchase private insurance. Additionally, every American would be 
able to deduct from their taxable income whatever they pay in premiums. 

Using existing programs, Gore proposes to expand health coverage for children and parents without 
guarantees. Both candidates offer Medicare coverage for prescription drugs. 

Robert Greenstein, director of the liberal Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, said a look at each 
candidate's record shows ''neither of them had a history in the Senate of putting together big expensive 
things that they couldn't pay for." 

Bradley's work on the 1986 Tax Reform suggests he would meet any costs stretching beyond the 
surplus by ··among other things, proposing to close a number of tax loopholes," Greenstein said. 

"But he's unlikely too talk much about that in the campaign." 

Earlier Stories 

• Gore, Bradley Both Eye Surplus (October 28) 
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Candidates' insurance plans 
differ in scope; costs debated 
By William M. Welch 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Vice President 
Gore and his rival for the Demo­
cratic presidenllal nomination. Bill 
Bradley. have both appUed the Jes, 
sons of President Clinton's failed 
health-core refonns to their own 
campaign proposals. 

But the two presidential hOpefuls 
seem to have learned different Jes, 
sons from lhnt 199◄ baWe. 

Their competing proposals tor ex­
panding health insurance to more 
Americans have emerged as a cen­
tral dispute In the contest tor the 
nomination. Lately, the baWe bas 
been dominated by Gore's chorge 
that Bradley's plan is far more ex­
pensl\-e than the former New Jersey 
senator acknowledges, and thal It 
,rouJd consume or exceed proJ«• 
llons for federal budget surpluses 
during the corning decade. 

In response, Bradley has Clarilled 
some elements or his proposal in 
ways that aides 58:J would lower esU• 
mates of Its cost and perhaps reduce 
the number of uninsured Americans 
his plan would help. 

An eslimaled 44 mJIUon Ameri­
cans don't have health insurance. 

Bradley denies Gore's charge thal 
his plan would cost Sl.2 trillion over 
a decade and 5ays It 11/0U!d be bait 
thaL Gore claims his plan would ac, 
complish nearly as much at less C05l 

That debate. of Interest mainly to 
Democr:itic P:u,y 8C1Msts and pol­
icy specialists. obscures a larger 
point Just live years alter Clnton's 
health-core plan died In Congres<; -
taking with ii DemocralS' congres-

sional majorities and seemingly 
dooming progress toward universal 
health coverage - bOlh Democrauc 
presidenllal candidates have seized 
on that same issue as a campaign 
tool. 

"There isn't a poUtical analyst aUve 
who alter 1994 would have predicted 
that before the tum of the cennuy 
potiliclans running for president 
would make aa:ess to health inSur· 
ance a prtmary focus of their cam• 
PBi8n," says Robert Relschauer, for• 
mer Congressional Budge! Office 
director. • And yet both Bradley and 
Gore have done thaL And It w!II force 
the Republicans to do the same.· 

The Bradley and Gore proposals 
approach health care in divergent 
ways tllat meet their own poUUcaJ 
needs: 
► Bradley, the challenger, bas of• 

fered a more sweeping plan with the 
ambitious goal of providing health 
coverage to 95% ot all Americans, In­
cluding all dllldren. HOWCYer. he 
would do so with a conservative ap, 
proach: providing subsidies of up to 
$5,000 per family to help Amertcans 
buy federally approved private 
health insurance. His plan would re­
place the government-run Medicaid 
program tor the poor and allow ev• 
eryone to get a tax break for Insur· 
ance premiums. 
► Gore. the tront•runner, bas ot­

tered a more cautious Incremental 
plan, an approacb forged by the neg­
ative pubUc reaction to Ointon·s com• 
plex proposal In 199◄. He atso prom• 
lses to cover all children, and he 
would provide tax breaks tor some 
people to buy insurance. But at Us 
heart Gore's plan relies on govern-

menL He leaves II to states to expand 
health coverage through exisung pro­
grams - Medicaid and the 2-year­
old Children's Health Insurance Pro­
gram - with federal dollnn. and di• 
rection. 

Both candidates propose prescnp­
tion drug coverage for senior ciuzens 
In Medicare. Gore copies Cllnton·s 
latest proposal. to PQ)' half or up 10 
$2,000 a year In drug costs, while 
Bradley proposes a more generous 
uncapped benefit. 

Robe.rt Blendon. health-policy ex­
pert at Harv:ird University, sees 
weaknesses In both plans. Bradley's 
plan, he says, will have business SUP, 
port because or Its reUance on prl• 
vate insurance but probably Is costli· 
er than be acknowledges. Gore's 
plan, he says, 1110111d expand the 
scope of exlsllng programs that 
haven1 been entirely suc=tul In 
providing health-care coverage to 
poor people who already qualifY, 

In poUtical terms. what Bradley 
has done is move to the Jett and right 
simultaneously. Blendon says. "He 
moved to the Jett by sounding bigger 
and bOlder. he moved to the right by 
not setting up any government struc­
ture or launching any new govern­
ment program." 

Gore, he says, has followed a more 
mainstream DemocraUc Party ap, 
proach by keepins the Medicaid pro­
gram. which provides care for the 
poorest Ame.rlcans. His plan ~ be 
easier to defend In the general elec­
tion agains1 Republicans. he argues. 
because its cost Is more modest 

Gore has gone on the otrenslve on 
the cost Issue. He has pointed to an 
analysis by a former Ointon health· 
care official - Ken Thorpe, now a 
bealth-poUcy professor at Emory 
UniversiJy in Allanta - who pinned 
the Sl.2 trtllion price tag on Brad· 
Jey's plan. Thorpe also estimated that 
Bradley's plan would extend health 
coverage to more people, 18 million. 
than would Gore's, 12 million. 

Bradley often says health care Is ·a 
big problem that requires a big solu• 
lion,· like his plan. Gore's frequent 
response: ·11 may be a big Idea. but 
It's nol a good Idea.• He contendS 
Bradley would exhaust future SU!· 
pluses and leave no tax money to put 
Into Medicare, the national health 
program tor those 65 and older, as 
Ointoo and Gore both propose. 

After complaints and clarifications 
tast week by the Bradley campaign. 
Thorpe agreed to lower his estimate 
of the plan. He planned to disclose 
his lalest ftgures today. 

The Bradley campaign dismisses 

the notion thm Thorpe. a former Oln­
ton administration health·poUcy olfl­
Clal who worked on the failed 1994 
plnn. Should be viewed as the ulti• 
mate scorekeeper or this pobcy dis­
pute. 

"We each ha,-e our own experL," 
Bradley said 10 his debate last wc~k 
with Gore. Today In Chicago, In a 
speech to the American Public 
Health A.ssociatlon. Bradley is ex­
pected to make his most extensive 
comments to date contrasting his op, 
prooc.h to Gore's, 

!J's clear, though, that either candi• 

date's proposal would devote a large 
share of the federal government's tu­
ture resources to expanding health 
care to uninsured cttlz.ens. Despite 
Gore's charge, no one can sey rcr 
sure what future surpluses f.ill 
amount to or whether either plan is 
affordable. 

Congressional budget analysts pro­
ject that the government will enjoy 
S2.9 trillion in surpluses between 
now and 2009. But two-thirds ot that 
will come trom Social Security's ex­
ces.s payroll tax collections, beyond 
what it PilYS in benefits, and both par-

ties say they wont that money devot• 
ed to reducing the notional debt. Thal 
leaves a projected $996 billion in non­
Soclal Secwity surpluses - more 
than Bradley contends his plan 
would cost. but Jess than Gore asserts 
It 'A'Ould COSL 

Also, the surplus mJ&ht be ephem­
ernl. The projections ore based on 
the assumption that Co,wess holds 
spending to tlght limits set two years 
aso. Yet both the RepubUcan major­
ity in Congress and Clinton have 
agreed 10 exceed that limit for llscal 
2000 by more lhan S30 billion. 
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WASHINGTON 
! CYBERCHAT: President Ointon, no wiz with compute~. 

takes 10 the Internet tonight for a 90-minute cyber talkiest 
with fellow Democrats. "I was so te<:hnolO!!ically challenged 
when J got here," Ointon said in an interview. 

"Hillary and I still write each other noles," he said. ·we·re 
still very old fashioned." Clinton said the Internet has won 
him over, and, "II I were a candidate for president this time. 
one of the very specific goals I would set for the nation is 
making sure there iS no digital divide by the time I finish my 
servtce." 

Ointon will be 8\'ailable at townhallmeeting.excite.com 7-
8:30 ET tor the e\'ent sponsored by the Democratic Leader­
ship council. Other Democrats participating include: New 

,JI Hampshire Gov. Jeanne Shaheen: Maryland Lt. Gov. Kath­
leen Kennedy Townsend; San Jose. Calif .. Mayor Ron Gon-

1 zates; Bethlehem, Pa., Mayor Don Cunningham: and Wis­! consin Slate Rep. Antonio Riley. - Laurence McQuillan 

Before negotiations: Senate Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, talkS wijh repo<1ers. 

Clinton aides, lawmakers 
haggle over budget details 

GORE CONSULTANT: Feminist author Naomi Wolf said 
her role in Vice President Gore's 
campaign ha~ been misrepresented. 
·rm not a fashion consultant." Wolf 
told ABC News. She disputed news 
accounts that have depicted her as 
advising Gore on his wardrobe and 
how to be seen as an assertive" Alpha 
male" who should be in charge or 
things rather than a "Beta male:· or 

. _ .. . permanent No. 2. Wolf said she took a 
President Ointon's budget aides met Sunday with con- --·"':fM141 pay cut to work for Gore's presi-

gressional Republicans to negotiate fiscal 2000 spending ._,, dential campaign at S 15,000 a month, 
plans amid signs that some positions were hardening. partic- Wolf: Tm not a and with the campaign's bell-tighten-
ularly on the president's SI.4 billion educauon package. I fashion consultant' ing. she's been cul back 10 $5,000 . 

"We are not prepared to go hOme until we get more teach- Wolf sald she's advising him on iSsues 
e~and tower class Size." White House chief of Staff John Po- she has written about tor IO years, things such as the pres­
desta told NBC. ' sure women race balancing work and family and the wage 

Sen. Arlen Specter. R-Pa., who heads a Senate panel on gap that confronts working women. 
education spending, said he's "heard that the president's po- I 
siUon Is non-negotiable." and "that makes me pretty deter- AD FLAP: Art20na Sen. John McCain. who touts his mil­
mined to keep what the Co~ has done." itary background in his bid for the Republican presidential 

Republicans have expanded education spending but want nomination, Is running a campaign ad that Newsweek says 
10 give local districts flexibility in hOw to spend the money might violate federal roles because it was filmed at Arling• 
rather than have It dictated from Washington.. ton National Cemetery, where rotes bar "partisan activities." 

Among other iSsues to be resolved are public lands pro- The ad cites McCain's Vietnam War military senice as a pi­
grams and a dispute over international all?rtion policy that lot whO was shot down, imprisoned and tortured. campaign 
has stalled U.S. dues payments to the Uruted Nations. Dts- spokesman Howard Opinsky said the ad includes footage of 
pules are holding up llnaI enactment offo": of the 13 spend- McCain during one of hiS periodic visiis to the graves of his 
ing bills needed to fund the government m the fiscal year rather and grandfather at Arlington. "Nobody e"er said any­
that began Oct. 1. Congress hopes to complete action and thing" during the visit that became part of the ad-
adjoum this week. verusemen~ and -We will show the ad," OpinSky sald. 

"We've got a fair amount of ground to cover, but we·re just 
going 10 keep going through it," White House budget director GREENSPAN FAN: Republican presidential rront-roMer 
Jacob Lew sald during a break in negouauons. George w. Bush told Red Hemng, a San Francisco technol• 

The GOP plan to reduce spending on most government ogy magazine. that Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Green­
programs by I% across the board likely will be reduced to a span "has done a good Job. and the president ought to reap­
lesser percentage coupled with the Clinton administration 

1

. point him" to a fourth four-year term. Greenspan's term 
agreeing to offset spending in some programs 10 pay for ad- expireS in June. The Texas governor also said he has "a 
ditional spending It wants on other programs. healthy skepticism in general for corporate elites and for 

"We've not gotten 10 our final Ouija board game. which Wall Street Not a disrespec~ just a healthy skepticism." 
will be offsets." said Senate Appropriations Committee , · 
Chairman Ted Stevens. R-Alaska. I POLLS: Bush leads Gore 57%-35% in a U.S. News & World 
· Report national poll. Against former senator Bill Bradley or 
MINIMUM WAGE: Republicans and Democrats wilt offer New Je~y. Bush teacts 53%-37%. Gore bests Bradley for 
versions of a minimum-wage increase when the Senate I the Democratic nomination 55%-34%, and Bush leads lus 
lakes up bankruptcy reform this week. Republicans un- 1 nearest GOP rival. McCain, 66%-13%. 
veiled a plan Friday tor SI8.4 billion in business tax breaks , ► In :-iew Hampshire. which will hOid the first primary or 

. coupled with a SI-an-hour increase in the SS.15-an:hour I the 2000 primary season Feb. I, a Newsweek poll of the 
minimum wage over 28 months. Democrats are pushmg a J state's Republicans found Bush with a 44%-2i f. lead over 
SI Increase over two years and S9.5 billion in taX breaks , McCain. A poll two days earlier had Bush ahead by only 
aimed al small businesses and family farms. The House JS eight points. 
considering a SI increase over three years and S3~ billion , Among New Hampshire's Democrats. Gore led former 
tax breaks over five years for businesses and families. Bradley 46%-36%. Bradley has had a slight edge in some 

other polls. 

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire repons 
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In Portsmouth, Gore continues criticism of 
Bradley's health care plan 

By HOLLY RAMER 

Associated Press Writer 

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. {AP) - Recent changes to Bill Bradley's health 
care proposal are a "sign that the plan is unraveling," Vice President 
Al Gore said Tuesday, but Bradley's campaign denied altering the 
plan. 

After an hour of cuddling toddlers at a day care center playground, 
Gore returned to criticizing Bradley's proposals as too expensive. 

Bradley's $65 million plan would allow Americans to enroll in the same 
health care coverage provided for members of Congress and federal 
employees. 



People and fami lies at or near the poverty line would get subsidies, 
either for private insurance or to opt into the expanded federal system. 
The Medicaid system would largely be eliminated. 

Gore called the subsidies "HMO vouchers" that wouldn't be enough for 
the recipients to afford full coverage. 

"Last Friday night, without notifying the press, they changed a key 
detail and put caps on those premiums," Gore said. "It's a sign that 
that plan is unraveling." 

But Bradley's spokesman denied any changes have been made, and 
noted that the Bradley was on a plane between campaign trips Friday 
night. 

"It's absolutely untrue. There has been no change in the plan," Eric 
Hauser said. "I'm a little alarmed that the vice president would say 
something untrue." 

Gore said his health care plan takes a more incremental approach 
than Bradley's, with a goal of providing all children with insurance by 
2005. 

Unlike Bradley's plan, Gore's proposal would retain New Hampshire's 
Healthy Kids Gold, an extended Medicaid program for low- and 
middle-income children, he said. 

He met with several parents whose children are enrolled in the 
insurance program at the day care center, where he urged them to 
describe how it has helped them. 

Gore held Terri Costin's infant daughter on his lap while the Seabrook 
woman described her family's struggle to obtain health care. She and 
her husband were covered by her husband's employer, but his salary 
wasn't enough after their daughter was born, she said. 

She brings the baby to a center that allows her to pay based on a 
sliding scale. 

"If it weren't for sliding scale places like Family First, we wouldn't have 
coverage," she said. "We had to give (our benefits) up so we could pay 
rent and put food on the table." 

Gore didn't limit his criticism to his challenger for the Democratic 
presidential nomination. He also jabbed at one of the Republican 
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Gore Touts Health Plan, Says Bradley's Too 
Steep 

By Christopher Noble 

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. (Reuters) - Vice President Al Gore returned to 
New Hampshire Tuesday to tout his proposal for better national health 
care and renew his attack on a plan offered by his Democratic rival Bill 
Bradley. 

Seeking to detail his program and close a gap Bradley has opened in 
recent opinion polls among voters in this first-in-the-nation presidential 
primary state, Gore visited three New Hampshire towns to explain his 
proposals. 

As small children played behind him, Gore told parents and local health 
officials at Portsmouth's Discovery Child Enrichment Center, "It's 
awfully important to expand health coverage in a way that does not hurt 
those that already have it through Medicaid and Medicare or the Federal 
Employees plan." 

Never mentioning Bradley by name, Gore said touted his plan as the 
one that could be paid for ''within the balanced budget," an implicit jab 
at the former basketball star and senator whose health care plan the vice 
president has attacked as too expensive. 

After the meeting with citizens, Gore was more explicit. 

" What Sen. Bradley has proposed would completely use up the budget 
surplus for the next 10 years, which means the portion that has to be 
allocated to fix Medicare couldn't be used to fix Medicare. That could 
destroy Medicare," Gore told reporters. 

"It's an ill-considered plan that treats Medicare as an afterthought and 
insufficiently appreciates what Medicaid means to the 40 million 
Americans that now have it," he said. 

Bradley, Gore's only challenger for the Democratic presidential 
nomination next year, has said his proposed health insurance system 
would cover 95 percent of Americans and cost about $650 billion over 
10 years. 

Gore's less ambitious plan would offer coverage to some 11 million 
uninsured children by 2005 and allow some entire families, whose 
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uninsured children by 2005 and allow some entire fami lies, whose 
income disqualifies them from Medicaid but who don't have coverage 
of their own, to buy into Medicaid. 

The Gore campaign cites an independent study saying his plan would 
cost $3 12 billion over 10 years. The vice president has cited a study that 
showed Bradley's plan would cost $1.4 trillion over the decade. 

Bradley's campaign has disputed those figures and said the study was 
not independent but rather was done by former Clinton administration 
official. 
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All Things Considered. 

Robert Segal: Vice President Al Gore and fonner New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley are 
appearing to together in New Hampshire tonight. It is the first time they have faced each other 
since the presidential campaign began. One issue on which the two candidates differ is health 
care. A new analysis of their health care plan was obtain by NPR today and it shows that the 
Bradley proposal would make a more dramatic and more costly shift towards expanding the 
government's role than previously believed. NPR's Patricia Namen has more. 

Namen: Vice President Al Gore would expand the current medicaid system to include more low­
income adults and children. Fonner New Jersey Senator Bill Bradley would require all parents to 
buy health insurance for their children. For those famil ies that could not afford coverage, Bradley 
would provide federal assistance on a sliding scale, paying the full cost of insurance for families 
of four making less than $33,000 a year. Emory University Health Policy Advisor Ken Thorpe 
has produced a new analysis of both plans. Thorpe estimates Gore's plan would provide health 
insurance to 12 million currently uninsured children and adults at a cost of about 12 bill ion 
dollars a year. Bradley's plan would cover 6 million more uninsured, but it would be a lot more 
expensive. About $57 billion dollars a year. 

Thorpe: We've estimated that about 2/3 of the federal cost of Senator Bradley's plan actually go 
to people who that already have health insurance. Those are individuals that have largely 
employment-based coverage. So these are federal dollars that would in essence replace dollars 
that employers and employees are currently contributing towards the cost of their health 
insurance. 

Namen: Those federal subsidies, says Thorpe will likely encourage employers to cut back on 
providing coverage or drop the benefits all together. It 's a dramatic shift from a system where 
employers provide the bulk of health care to employees to a system where the federal 
government does. Princeton health economist Uwa Reinhart says that's not a bad idea. 
Especially he says, since today's system is increasing shaky for employees. 

Reinhart: They have insurance now and tomorrow their business folds and then they don't have 
insurance. That is just not pennanent enough, right, its so brittle, I mean there is so many people 
floating in and out of insurance. 

Namen: Reinhart says Bradley's plan is more reasonable over the long haul. But he admits it's a 
much bigger political risk than the Vice President's plan. 

Reinhart: Bradley is bold. He says I have this vision. That's what American should look like, 
that's what it would cost the federal government, and I'm willing to spend it even if it might 
mean raising some taxes or spending a lot of the surplus on that. And I think that Senator 
Bradley has to respond and defend that. To say why, despite of the extra outlay, his vision will 
give you a better health care system. 
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Namen: Emory University analyst Ken Thorpe agrees the two candidates share extremely 
different visions for health care. Thorpe a former Clinton Administration health official says the 
Vice President's plan is built on a series of smaller steps that address the most critical gaps in the 
system. 

Thorpe: He's really targeting subsidies towards the uninsured so those children with insurance 
and parents with insurance are largely left alone in this approach instead the idea is to provide 
insurance coverage for uninsured families. 

Namen: Though they weren't available today to comment on the new analysis, in past interviews 
Bradley campaign officials have admitted their plan cost more. But they point to the federal 
surplus and to the great need to help America's uninsured and underinsured. 




