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Campaign for Social and Health Security - Fall 1999 Report 

The Campaign for Social and Health Security is a grass-roots effort initiated by state and national 
organizations with a history of work on health care and income security issues. These groups are 
forming, with other state-based groups, a new national grass-roots progressive organization. The 
Campaign, active in 15 states, focused this fall on passing a strong Patients' Bill of Rights, strengthening 
Medicare, and protecting Social Security. We are currently active in AZ, CT, GA, IA, IL, MI, NH, NJ, 
NM, NY, PA, RI, TN, WA and WI. 

The state groups organized 35 successful events involving a diverse coalition, including labor, 
seniors, people with disabilities, and health care providers, around these issues. 

In September, the groups focused on demanding a strong Patients' Bill of Rights. Eleven state 
groups staged events with handcuffed providers asking Members of Congress to free them to care for 
their patients, generating media attention on the issue and putting pressure on targeted members. Other 
creative events around the Bill of Rights included Connecticut's bake sale for HMO victims at five 
locations around the state, targeting Rep. Johnson and denouncing her taking HMO industry money and 
Michigan's delivery of baskets containing wishes for a strong Patients' Bill of Rights to their entire 
congressional delegation by coalition members, including SEIU, OWL, AARP, NOW, and NCSC. States 
with members who voted against the Norwood-Dingell bill also held events following the vote attacking 
members for doing the wrong thing. Some states highlighted the connection between members voting the 
wrong way and money from HMO industry contributions. 

In October, the groups focused on Medicare and Social Security. Seven states held "Don't Sell 
Seniors Down the River" events with seniors in boats demanding that their Members of Congress sign the 
Campaign's pledge to protect and strengthen these programs. The events were covered extensively in 
local media. Sixteen members have signed the pledge so far. Some states also held other events focused 
on Social Security and Medicare. Washington organized seniors to bird-dog Senator Slade Gorton, 
highlighting his poor record on health care issues, as he toured around the state. New Hampshire worked 
with the 2030 Center on a statewide media tour highlighting the support of young people for Social 
Security. New Jersey organized seniors at an event for Congressman Franks to demand that he support 
Medicare and sign the Campaign's pledge. 

The groups are currently taking the offensive to expand health care coverage by organizing events 
pushing for affordable prescription drug coverage under Medicare. The local events will build up to the 
national action at Congressman Hastert's office at the Committee for the Future's national convention. 
In addition, New Mexico delivered 500 empty prescription bottles to Congresswoman Wilson's office, 
demanding that she end drug price discrimination against seniors. New Hampshire released a report with 
Public Campaign, highlighting pharmaceutical company PAC contnbutions to presidential candidates and 
the lack of action on the inflated cost of prescription drugs. 



Arizona 

Campaign for Social and Health Security Events - Fall 1999 
(Members of Congress in bold) 

• PBR: e Event in Phoenix at Salmon's office with Labor Council, senior citizens and AIDS activists on 9/8. 
CD Event in Tucson targeting Kolbe on 9/8. 

• "Don't Sell Seniors Down the River":• Event in Phoenix at Hayworth's office on 10/13 with the state AFL-CIO, AZ 
National Senior Citizens Council, and 10 activists. 
e Event in Tucson in front ofKolbe's office on 10/13 with Pima County Medical Society, UFCW, union retirees, and 15 
activists. 

• Prescription Drugs: • Press conferences in Tucson and Phoenix releasing Families USA report with Senior Citizens 
Council.. 

Connecticut 
• PBR: Bake sales for HMO victims at 5 locations around the state oo 8/20. Sales targeted Johnson and denounced her 

receipt of HMO money. Attended by over 100 people. 
• Prescription Drugs: Released Families USA report. 

Georgia 
• "Don't Sell Seniors Down the River": Event in Macon with 30 seniors. 

Illinois 
• Ple.dge: Kick-off news conference with Davis, Gutierrez, and Schakowsky in Chicago on 7/7 with Access Living, 

AFSCME Council 31, Coalition for Consumer Rights, Health & Medicine Policy Research Group, Illinois AFL-CIO, 
11linois State Council of Senior Citizens, Metro Seniors in Action, and SEW Illinois State Council. 

• PBR: • Released analysis of HMO consumer complaints showing nee.d for strcmg federal PBR on 7/14. 
• News conference on 9/2 releasing analysis of rising HMO complaints with Evans signing oversized pledge. Attended 
by IL State Council of Senior Citizens, IL Nurses Assn, UAW. 

• "Don't Sell Seniors Down the River": Event on Fox River outside Hastert's office with 60 seniors in attendance. 
• Prescription Drugs: Turned out seniors from Metro Seniors in Action and UNITE for action on Hastert on 11/12. 

Iowa 
• PBR: • E-mailed 2000 members urging them to contact their Coogressman in support of the bipartisan manage.d care 

bill. 
• Phcme canvassed on issue the week prior to the vote. 

• "Don't Sell Seniors and Persons with Disabilities Down the River": Event on 9/22 in Des Moines with Cross Ministries, 
Des Moines Area Religious Council, Senator Harkin's office, South Central IA Federation of Labor Retirees, Arc, 
Methodist Board ofCllurch and Society, DD Council, NASW, and AFSCME. 

• Prescriptioo Drugs: Conducted prescription drug bottle drive, leading up to the release of Families USA report en 11/3. 

Michigan 
• PBR: • Delivery of wish baskets with strong PBR provisions to entire Congressional delegation by members of coalition 

(OWL, SEW, AAUW, MicbUHCAN, Reform Party, NOW, AARP, Natiooal Council of Seniors) on 9/7. 
• Event in Southfield on 10/4 with the Michigan State Medical Society, Stabenow and DingeU. Participants included 
senior citizens, labor, League of Women Voters, OWL, and AAUW. 

New Mexico 
• PBR: Handcuff event at Wilson's office on 9/1 with 20 people from Senior Citizens Law Office, PACE, 1199, Coalition 

for Effective Mental Health, and Health Action New Mexico. 
• Pr§criotion Drugs: Event at Wilson's office on 10/13 with 20 people from Health Action New Mexico, Gray Panthers, 

the retired teacher's federation, PACE. Delivered 500 empty prescription bottles and a poster of a prescription for 
Wilson to end prescription drug price discrimination. 

New Hampshire 
• Statewide media tour with the 2030 Center on Social Security issues. 
• Released study with Money Watch 2000 on campaign contributions by the pharmaceutical industry. 



New Jersey 
• 

• 

• 

Pledge: Sendoffat State House with representatives from Holt and Pallone's offices on 9/7. Attendance by HPAE, 
Coalition of Union Retirees Organizations, SEill, AFSCME, CWA . 
PBR: Press conference with Pallone, HP AE, American Medical Society, and American Dental Association to push for 
strong PBR on 10/4. 
Medicare and Social Security: 111 With members of PACE, AFT Retirees, and United Senior Alliance, urged seniors at 
Franks event at Senior Expo to push him to sign the pledge on 9/24. Collected 65 signed leners from seniors. 
• Attended Franks meeting on Social Security on 9/25 to ask him to sign the pledge. 
., Press conference on 10/8 with Congressman Holt on Medicare. 
• "Don't Dump Seniors in HMOs" event using toy dump truck carrying seniors with Holt and attendees from HPAE, 
NJEA, NJ Protection and Advocacy, Coalition of Union Retirees, CWA, NJ Breast Cancer Coalition, United Senior 
Alliance on 10/8. 

• Prescriptioo Drugs: Press conference at Newark Airport on 11/11 sending off representatives with bottles collected from 
seniors to national demoo.stration on Hastert. 

New York 
• Pledge: Press conference and rally with unions, seniors, and college students on 10/4 when Governor Pataki and Bush 

were in Buffalo for fundraiser. 
• PBR: Press conference with Hinchey on 9/20 featuring a skit with providers handcuffed by HMO rules and Hinchey 

freeing them. 
• "Don't Sell Seniors Down the River": Event in Owego with SO activists on 9/22. 111 Event in Buffalo on 10/19. 
• Prescription Drugs:• Collected over 1000 prescriptioo forms and delivered them to Hastert at national action . ., 

Released Families USA report. 

Pennsylvania 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Pledge:• Philadelphia event on 9/8 with Borski, Brady, Fattab, Hoeffel, and Klink and 80 activists from PA AFL­
CIO, 1199, SEIU, AFSCME and the community. 
• Cards delivered to other members of congressional delegation by coalition members urging them to support the 
principles in the pledge. 
PBR: Event on 10/4 at Capitol in Harrisburg urging members not to let HM Os buy their votes with PA Federation of 
Injured Workers, PA AFL-CIO, PA State Council of SEill, PA Council of Senior Citizens, PA Coalition of Citizens 
with Disabilities, and Spanish Community Association of Central PA. 
SOS for Social Security and Mayday for Medicare: Event in Allentown with 25 attendees on 9/30. Speakers from PA 
Council of Senior Citizens, Lehigh Center for Independent Living, and Lehigh Labor Council. 
Prescription Drugs: Released Families USA report with Action Alliance of Senior Citizens at Glaxo Wellcome on 11/9. 

Rhode Island 
• "Don't Sell Seniors Down the River": Event with Gray Panthers, RI Nurses Association and 40 participants. 
• Medicare HM Os: Organizing around state takeover of Harvard Pilgrim HMO, emphasizing dangers of putting seniors 

and people with disabilities into HMOs. 
• Prescriptioo Drugs: Released Families USA report at a senior center on 11/3. 

Washington 
• PBR: Visits to the district offices of Congressional delegation urging each member to support PBR and to sign the 

pledge. 
• Medicare and Social Security: Demonstrated against Gorton• s poor record oo health care at events in Sunnyside (8/1 5), Yakima 

(8/15), Olympia (8/30), and Spokane (9/2). 

Wisconsin 
• Pledge:• Campaign kickoff events in Milwaukee and Madison on 7/16 with AFL-CIO, Coalition of Aging Groups, Federation of 

Nurses and Health Professionals. 
• PBR: Co-hosted a rally with the state medical society, Federation of Nurses and Health Professionals, and Racine Central Labor 

Council in support of PBR in front of Ryan's office on 9/16. Organized testimony in suppcrt of state PBR 
• Prescription Drugs: 111 Released Families USA report with Coalition of WI Aging Groups and senior victims on 11/9. CD Completed 

study of drug prices in CD-1 showing seniors pay twice as much as hospitals and HM Os; will release with Feingold. e Canadian 
drug run scheduled for 3/7. 
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ActiviSis••·:sCek•,ciit·, iii·•· pt,'S:ciiptiO Jl:· .. cl~ug:;:jflc~S-i: 
Mqre than 200 hold .. prqte.st ou£sjde.-Hastert;~:·disttjc(offjc¢ .. :. . ·-· .. . . . . . ~--.. 

. . • . " • . • , ! 

By 'MAR,K FOSTER John Cameron of Illinois Action, -~ould. luiv:e.'to. either .riilii~ taxes or.·rut: . · 
Kane· County C"ronicle leader of the rally, charged that House· Me4icare b;enefi~," ~cGoyern-added.·. , .. 

BATAVIA _ M than· 200. · cti . ts. ~publicans kµled l~ation ~ ·com- McGov~m notal th.at he met ~th the'. · 
· ~re: . a -~ . ·nnttee to cut prescnption pn.ces for group's leade:i&.~e last tjnie they-ttiatfe . 

from across . the nation r~ed outside Medicare patients, and that Hastert~· their protest. · • . · · · · · · · · 
U.S. 1:1°t1:3e ~peaker D_emµs · Haste:f s · : month.used his PQWer as speaker to· pre- · . · Outsid~, the . demonst;r~tors chan~ ; 
Bata\118. district office Friday, demanding vent a floor de~ate on~~~~~ · . slogans 1ike ";No health':~; n,,o peace!• 
legislatio~ .to . cut· prescripti9~ drug Cameron srud that s_emor ci_ tize_ . ns_ pay and ·held nlacard_s,aloft._ . · .· ·.- ., · · .. · · _ ... _ "'· · 
prices for Medicare patients. =· ' f $525 th f, " 
. They brought thousands ·or empty pre- •_an average O • _per· mon _. out-o -.. _'. They ·cheered .as '· their . leaqers;,'frp~ ·.: 

scription drug: bottles, and dumped them pocket for. medical costs. · . · · stat.es including .M~e, Mississippi,~- . · 
at·the door t.o the speaker'.s office at 27 ~e_D:eed f~r the Speaker oft.he.Ho~ zona and ~esota, made s~es. · .. 
N. Rive. ·r st.·· . . to .stop speaking for -the drug: compa:mes '"TIT h . . 1 • h r..· _ :.._ • _ ,_ · .. -: 

and eUl.rf; speaking f◄ .. . C ne ave peop e w o W1Ve w maBe a ' 
. The- '• demonstrators· charged that •said . · . oi: ._us, .. ameron choice:,rhetherto~t:orbuyprescrip~O)l , 
Hastert is stan~g in the way ofle¢sla- Illino • A ti . alli · d • : fr t f drugs! declared .Norma_. ¥.v.q~y . of 
tion .that would provi··ae sem'ors wi·th cov- · 18 c on · r e ~ on ° · Metro Action for Seniors. , · · · · · · . 

Hastert's office on the saxµe ISsue about . " . · · . · · 
erage for prescription ch:ugs, and is two mqnths ago. ·cameron said Hastert · -~~e~ ~tert,_ y~u'.ve ~own your 
putting the interests ofbigpharmaceuti- . has refused to meet with his group. . pnonties· t.o ~e~ca_ s _seruo1:3. Next .. 
cal companies ahead of ordinary people. · Inside. the office, Hastert press secre- . ~ovem~,, ~ei:icas seniors will show: ·.· 

The. group ralµed-und~t ·th~ banner of· .tary John McGovern . s~d the speaker ~ _the111J, ~ameron :shb,u~ : 
U.S Action, and other ,activist organiza- . was not in the office . and that the • dis- · _John.Marvu;i of Mame sa.td that many 
tions, includip.g Illinois Action and Metro hi.ct staff 'would n~t meet.'with ·the · seniors find it les~ expensive to cross the 
Seniors, · protest leaders. . . . · border into C~ada to buy pres~ptions. 

'US Action is "a newly _ launched 'They want universal entitlement and· One by one; representatives of US 
Bob G«roJd.:. d,~ photf:? staff. . 

nationwide _grassroots . organization that woµld bust the budget" M~em Actfon's · state . organizations dll:lllped 
fighting for ·social, economic, racial and . said. · · ·, · ' · . · ·' · · ·· 
enviro~enU¥ justi~." . "Und~r President :Clinio1:1's plan, . we PJease see ~ROTEST page a 

Sara Williams of Jacbcm,. Miss.,: p~~,.­
with US ActiQn. pla~ ·empty prescription 

' bottles into a barrel at u.s~·House ·speaker, .. ·. 
Dennis l:lastert's office. · . ·: ·.·· .·. ..L 
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Protest 
their empty prescription dmg . 
bottles into a large barrel, filling. · 
it to overflowing, and placed it·at . 

.'. the locked door of H~tert's 
office. 

State Rep. Mary Flowers, D-· 
Chicago, al,so participated in the 
rally. . , " 

"Health care is an 'iss~e. that 
can't wait Prescription drug cov­
erage is not a luxury, it's a neces- · 
sity," Flowers said. . 

"These are people who have 
paid their dues,• Flowers said. . 

Flowers said-the state govem­
inent is powerless ~ change 
Medicare policy. · . 

'!We're at the mercy of the fed­
eral government," Flowers said. . 

Fro_m Page-1 

Bob ~ - C1ironide photo stall . Rank and file members of the 
protest were equally vocal .. 
· "We're going to tell Hastert 
loud and clear that we want 
something . done al?out outr:a~ 
geous prescription drug prices," 
said Sam Gierryn of Madisoh, 

John · Marvin of. Maine, left, of the National Coundl of. Senior 
•citizens speaks as Juan Carlos of US Action holds the bullhorn at 
a protest over presaiption prices Friday in front of House 
Speaker De~nis Haste~s distnd office In BataviL 

·wis. , 
Gene · Farley, a· family physi­

cian from . Ma~on, said that 

"Hastert's ·stand means that our 
patients pay exorbitant prices. 
He speaks only . for · corporate 
prpfil" 

. · Seniors . are entitled t.o the . 
same price breaks. as large buy- · 
ers, like HMOs, sllid Pedr6 

. Rodriguez of Philadelphia, Pa: 

i. 
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Sen. Slade Gorton's visit to Sunnyside Community Hospital 
on Wednesday drew a group of protesting Medicare advo- · 

ROY MUSITELU/Y&klma He:ald-Republlc 

cates, Including f rom left Dolly Washington, Marlene White, 
and Jo Ekroft. . 

Protesters Shadow Gorton During Valley Visit 
By JESSICA LUCE 
YAKIMA HERAI.D·REPUBUC' . 

SUNNYSIDE - U.S. Sen. Slade Gorton 
wanted to talk about health care at rural 
hospitals when he visited Sunnyside Com­
munity Hospital on Wednesday. 

While the Washington Republican did 
get to discuss his views with hospital 
employees, protesters also wanted Gorton 
to speak on Medicare and affordable health 
care, two areas they claim he has given 
scant support. 

,-.,.. .... ,.. _ •• • 1... - •••. .: , , , •• 

term next year, spoke with about 30 hospi­
tal employees outslde the hospital while 
members from~he Seattle-based Washing­
ton Citizer;,. Action $]"OUP stood by with signs 
supporting Medicare reforms. 

Signs. reading "Medicare Forever" and 
shouts ;of "La raza contra Slade" were 
largely ignored.by the state's senior senator, 
who said he was at the hospital to field 
questions about the facility and concerns 
voiced by its employees. 

'l'hose concerns included the 1997 Bal­
ance_d_ Bud~e~ Act and its ramifications on 

Hospital CEO Jon Smiley said 70 per­
cent of Sunnyside Community Hospital's 
inpatient revenues come from Medicare 
and Medicaid. He said many of the hospi­
tal's patients are from "less fortunate 
income levels." 

Medicare is the federal health care 
insurance program for people age 65 and 
over and for the disabled, while Medicaid is 
the federa l-state program that helps pay 
for health care for the needy, aged, blind 
and disab!c:i, and for low-income families 
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GORTON/Blames Clinton 
Continued from Page 1A 

and children. 
Gorton conceded he wasn't 

knowledgeable to comment on all 
problems facing rural hospitals. 
But he did say disparities in fed­
eral assistance between rural and 
urban hospitals will be a "princi­
pal focus" in the Senate this fall. 
· Congress will be working on 
relief for rural hospitals in the 
coming months, he said. 

Some of the current Medicare 
problems, Slade said, are due to 
the Clinton administration not fac­
ing real issues, ·particularly 
regarding urban hospitals that 
have a · h igh percentage of 
Medicare patients. Medicare, he 
said, must be saved and solutions 
must Qe found to -preserve the 
financ'ial stability of rural hospi­
tals. 

Gorton said the primary reason 
for the Sunnyside Community 
Hospital visit was to get feedback 
and· ideas that he can use when 
the Senate reconvenes next 
month. 

The protest was organized by 
Washington Citizen Action, which 
promotes health care and-living­
wage issues and is supported by 
4,000 members statewide. 

''This is not about (Gorton) run­
ning for r.e-election," said Steve 
Zelak, a community organizer for 

the group. "It's about him doin·g 
the right thing." 

The group distr ibuted copies 
of Gorton's congressional voting 
record on health care issues since 

• 1981, which includes votes for 
funding cuts, raises in Medicare 
premiums and a higher eligibility 
age for Medicare. 

Marlene White, a member of 
the Yakama Nation, held a sign 
reading, "Sen. Gorton, Do you 
have to choose between buying 
your groceries vs prescription 
medicine? Cover prescription 
drugs under Medicare." 

White said she wanted ~ake 
sure Gorton doesn't forget the 
r~ipients of Medicare. When peo-_ 
pie can't afford basic necessities 
because their medicine is too 
costly, it's a sad thing, she said. 

"People in this great nation 
shouldn't have to do that," she 
said. · 

Gorton responded to the 
protest by saying people have the 
right to express themselves. Lib­
eral special •interest groups, like 
those protesting, along with the 
Clinton administration, are 
"unfriendly'' to finding solutions 
to a variety of problems, he said. 

Gorton's schedule included a 
stop at Providence Toppenish 
Hospital and the Yakima Cham­
ber of Commerce. 
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Hastert: Let the Governing Begin 
House speaker says 
Congress is poised 
to bring tax relief 
to the people 
By WES NELSON · 
YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC 

As a former high school gov­
ernment and history teacher, J. 
Dennis Hastert has experience 
working with children. 

So when the 57-year-old 
Republican lawmaker from Illi­
nois was elected speaker of the 
House on Jan. 6, succeeding 
Newt Gingrich, he looked upon 
the unruly classroom that is 
Congress and pledged to do the 
seemingly impossible: 

Bring the class to order. 
The American people would 

want it no other way, Hastert 
said Wednesday in a brief visit 
to Yakima with 4th District Rep. 
Doc Hastings, R-Pasco. 

In the bitter, acrimonious 
fallou t from the impeachment 
proceedings against President 
Bill Clinton, Republicans. and 
Democrats have been less than 
bipartisan over what to do with 
a projected federal budget sur­
plus. 

The future of Social Security 
and Medicare, education, 
defense and tax relief hangs in 
the balance. · 

Known as a conciliato r, 
Hastert acknowledged there's a 
cry to Congress from average 
citizens to stop bickering, grow 
up and start governing. 

With Hastings - whom he 
called a "common sense" mem­
ber of the House rules commit­
tee - at his side, Hastert said 
lawmakers are poised to do just 
that. 

A "lock box" proposal to set 
aside $2.2 trillion for Social 
Security and Medicare reform 
over the next decade, already 
given a nod by Clinton and some 
Democrats, is evidence that 

GORDON KINGMakimiHerald~Republic 
Rep. Doc Hastings, R-Wash., greets Rep. Dennis Hastert and helps him smooth down the col­
lar of his coat as Hastert walks Into a meeting with party faithful In Y_aklma on Wedn.esday. 

some common sense has been 
restored, Hastert said. 

But the proposal is part of an 
overall tax-relief package that 
Clinton has threatened to veto. 

Hastert, who served as Chief 
Deputy Majority Whip before 
his election as House Speaker, 
believes Clinton will come 
around. 

"The president's a pretty 
savvy guy. He wants to leave a 
legacy," said Hastert, who was 
elected to Congress in 1986. 

Some members of a political 
action group, the Seattle-based 
Washington Citizen Action, that 
greeted Hastert and Hastings 
upon their arrival at 
Cavanaughs Gateway Hotel 
weren't as confident there'll be 
a legacy where Medicare is con-

cerned. 
Partisan bickering threatens 

the future of the program, group 
spokeswoman Jo Larsen Ekroth 
said. 

"They keep watching each 
other, ready to pounce," she 
said. "I don't like the game of 
gotcha. I don't think it belongs 
in a mature democracy." 

But the group's main reason 
for being in Yakima was to tar­
get Sen. Slade Gorton's voting 
record on Medicare - a track 
record, Ekroth said, that threat­
ens entitlement programs for 
senior citizens and aging Baby 
Boomers alike. 

Gorton, who is seeking a 
fourth term, is beholden to cam­
paign contr ibutions from the 
health insurance and health 

care industries, said Ekroth, a 
Seattle resident who teamed ur: 
with Yakima residents such a~ 
Aileen Kane, Mary McDaniels 
Jack Lines and others with plac­
ards and banners outside 
Cavanaughs. 

"That can't help but colo1 
how you see the issues," she 
said. "We're looking at the Bab) 
Boomers coming up and theil 
children after that. I thinl 
Medicare should be somethinf 
we pass along." 

Group members weren't surE 
if Hastings and Hastert took ir 
their streetside message. 

"The security guards got , 
good look at it," quipped Kane 
a Yakima County Dernocrati, 
Central Committee precinc 
chairwoman. 



Gorton 
talks up 
• issues 
■ IN OLYMPIA: 
The incumbent 
senator is hounded by 
protesters. 

By Bob Partlow 
The Olympian 
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The Olympian 
Tuesday, August 31 , 1999 

OLYMPIA- Sen. Slade Gor­
ton, tanned, relaxed and at the 
top of his political game, 
talked about education, Social 
Security and natural resource 
issues in an appearance before 
the Olympia Rotary Club on 
Monday at Cavanaughs at 
Capitol Lake. 

The Associated Press 

PROTEST: Demonstrators make their case against Sen. 
Slade Gorton outside Cavanaughs on Monday. The GOP 
incumbent got a friendlier welcome from Rotarians inside. 

demonstrators charging that 
his record is abysmal on saving 
Social Security, improving 
Medicare or working on other 
issues important to seniors. 

"We wanted to highlight 
Senator Gorton's negative 
record on f'.ledicare and Social 

The three-term Republican 
was greeted by sign-waving 

Gorton 
From Page One 

Security," said Larry Green of Kent. 
"There are going to be a lot of votes 
in the future, like on the patients bill 
of rights, in which he needs to be 
more senior-friendly." 

Gorton had no interaction with 
the protesters, 
telling reporters 
after his speech 
that he expects 
them to dog his 
heels on the 
campaign trail 
the next 15 
months, as they 
have in past 
campaigns. 

The theme of 
his speech_ was Gorton 
returning 
power and decisions to individuals. 

He told Rotarians he wants to in­
vest surplus money from the Social 
Security surplus fund back into So­
cial Security, rather than into other 
federal programs. He also would 
give individuals more options about 
what to do with their Social Security 
accounts. 

•we should trust people, in their 
individual capacities, rather than a 
government-run system in Wash­
ington, D.C., with one set of rules for 
every individual," he said. 

Gorton also called for giving local 
school districts and officials more 
say over how to use federal educa­
tion dollars. Education has not been 
a big issue for Gorton in the past, 
but he said it has become one in the 
past two or three years. 

See Gorton I A2 

made by local groups should receive 
more financial support. Dam re­
moval is costly and unlikely to bring 
back salmon runs, Gorton said. 

Under questioning from Rotari• 
ans, he said Clinton retains substan­
tial political clout, despite the recent 
sex scandal. 

"The president doesn't have any 
moral political capital at all left with 
which to deal with Congress," he 
said. "But he has a very large and 
continuing degree of power. It's not 
moral in nature. It's political in na­
ture. But it's very real." 

He also said he supports George 
W. Bush for the Republican presi­
dential nomination. 

The former 12-year state attorney 
general has begun collecting a mul­
timillion war chest for his next elec­
tion. He has always had tough elec­
tion battles, losing his seat in 1986 
before regaining his place in the 
Senate in 1988. Two Democrats are 
seeking their party's nomination to 
run against him: State Insurance 
Commissioner Deborah Senn and 
State Rep. Brian Sullivan, D-Tacoma, 

Only 7 percent of the dollars spent 
by school districts comes from the 
federal government, he said, but 
about 50 percent of the rules they 
must follow flow from the federal 
government. 

Plans he proposed for giving local 
school officials more say with fewer 
restr ictions have passed the Senate 
in the past two years but were op~ 
posed by President Clinton and in 
the House. . 

This year's version would give ells> . · 
tricts the money with only one con­
dition - local districts had to im­
prove test scores of their students. If , 
they did so after five years, they 
would be eligible fo r another five .'. . 
years of money. If they did not, they .: 
would have to return the money. , .. . . 

"We ought to trust those people , 
who spend their lives and careers .. - · 
providing education to know better ··· 
what works than bureaucrats in , __ 
Washington, D.C . ." Gorton said. , 

Continuing the theme, Gorto·n--~1 
said salmon restoration efforts _l;! 
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. . . .i·tActivis~ protest 'HMoO 
' ~~ .. . ~ ,:,, . •. . . . . •. "J } ., . . • ' 

":,i~ j;:PowertJatget Jo~on;:; 
7 

• • ■ The congresswoman .. CCAG eff<?~.~W.was . Si.xth 
'.;-i ·• ·, . · · · · · District '. r Q<i~gresswom.?Jl 
.:~·[eC~l~~.d $55,400 ,from Nancy Johnsoi:i~ who received 

.. /ttf MOs in her last elec~on, $55,400 ~~.;;!:™0s in her 
~ the group contends • . 1998 e!ection_. ·· :,+ . · · · 
,· · . · "This was the highest of all 
.:/•~ .. : : .. By·scott Whipple : . Connecticut ,:.{Congressional 
·[ ,ti·· · · · members,"•, i said . Suzanne ..,,~ ·_ r,J'_! ',.; .· HERALDAEPOOTEA : . ' ' Haviland, CCAG's'health policy 

· dit !NEW BRITAIN - "HMO con- director. "She's·:.the only state 
.·.Jnbutions make. us sick!" · , · · congresspersotj;to not · sign 
'.··: : : That was the cry at · bake onto H.R.2723 (the new bipar­
. · sales held around the state ·tisan patient's •·rights bill, the 

•· Friday . by the Connecticut Managed Care ! Improvement 
~-9itizen Action Group (CCAG), . Act)." ·.: .: . .. 

;.' ·believed to be the state's oldest David White, ·: Johnson's 
.' and largest citizen watchdog press secretary, said that "any­

.,. o'rganization. one familiar / :with Nancy's 
People with low income, record knows "that she's a 

;'._'_:' . ..::. HERAlDPHO~•.:._T000°HOUCAS 

Tom Sw~• ~~c~~-dir~~ of.the Connecticut Citizens Acd~~ Group ban~ fli~~ to W~~er 
~~•-~d-~~~ ~hannahan, both o~ lunch break Friday at the Capitoi. ·. · · ·. ·. 

•. dropped from Medicare, · who leader on health, care issues 
·• have no insurance· or access to and an advocate : of a strong 

elected officials, got a voice patient's bill of rights. The f~ct 
Friday in four Connecticut that the Patient ·: Advocate 
communities. Foundation . gave her its 

The principal target of S~e ~Os, Page· .A.8:. . . . .. . . . 
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• HMOs target of protest 
From Page Al 

'National Health Care 
Humanitarian Award' last 
month clearly demonstrates that 
she is fighting hard to improve 
our health care system so 
patients can get the care they 
need." Haviland explained that 
CCAG was holding bake sales in 
Enfield, New Milford, New 
Britain and Hartford, to call 
attention "to the health care cri­
sis." She said the crisis was 
growing and that thousands of 
people are due again to be 
dropped from Medicare HMOs 
·on Jan. 1. "As Jong as HMOs con­
tinue to ertjoy an unfair advan­
tage under the current cam­
paign finance system, the 
chance of reform is slim," she 
said. 

Congress is expected to take 
action this fall on several impor­
tant issues involving HMOs, 
including H.R.2723 and contro­
versial legislation to further pri­
vatize and deregulate the tradi­
tional Medicare system. 
Haviland said the bake sales 
were a means of educating the 
public about how they can help 
to change the health care and 
campaign finance systems. 
Money raised from sales will be 
used to send an uninsured per­
son and/or an HMO victim to 
Johnson or another political 
candidate's next fund-raiser. By 
mid-afternoon the CCAG had 
raised $310 of their goal of $500 
through bake sales. 

Through short skits, CCAG 
members acted out their belief 
that HMOs were being auctioned 
off to the highest bidders. They 

hoped to convince their side­
walk audience to pressure 
Johnson to vote against the pri­
vatization of Medicare, and to 
vote for a comprehensive cam­
paign finance reform. 

In Kew Britain, CCAG chose 
9 Liberty Square across from 
New Britain Superior Court 
because they were looking for a 
place of activity in Johnson's 
district. Kristin Perreault of 
Hartford, director of the skits, 
explained that "basically we 
have an auctioneer, auctioning 
off Nancy Johnson's votes on 
certain health care issues, such 
as the right of a person to gain 
access to emergency room care 
without prior authorization 
from their HMO." 

Tom Swan, CCAG's executive 
director, said "when elections 
were financed by moneyed inter­
ests like HMOs, it's no wonder 
we have a health care system 
where rationing decisions are 
driven by Wall Street investors. 
This system undermines the 
principle of 'one person, one 
vote,' and worse, the growing 
health care crisis in America." 

"HMOs bundle thousands of 
dollars to candidates when the 
average citizen can't afford a 
$500 ticket to a fund-raiser,• said 
Eric Bailey, CCAG's communica­
tions director. "By holding these 
bake sales to send an HMO vic­
tim and/or uninsured person to 
a fund-raiser, we hope to draw 
attention to these flawed sys­
tems." 

CCAG supports expanding 
the Medicare program as a 
future model for universal 
health care. 



Half-Baked Healthcare 

Last Friday Hartford's lunch-on-a-truck crowd in Bushnell Park gor rre:11ed ro brownies, 
cinnamon cookies and other PTO specialties, p:trt of a Conncccicur C itizen Action Group 
(CCAG) fundraising effort to raise awareness about the dismal state of health care 

clclayc:d by d1<: company. The measure will come up for a vote after che House comes back 
from its various August watering holes. 

insurance and Congresswoman Nancy Johnson's half-baked ideas about coverage. , --JL 
According ro CCAG , Jo hnson (R-Sixth Dimict) received $55,4 00 in campaign r· 

coniribucions from HMOs in her 1998 campaign. This would be in very direct 
contrast 10 congressmen Sam Gcjdcnson and Jim Maloney, who each took noch- .. 
ing, and even First District represenr:11ive John Larson, who represents che J.'J} 
Insurance City bur o nly received $29,000. All raid Johnson received 62 percem ~ 
of all H MO con1rilrn1 ions to Connecticut's six congressional candidates, accord- (AIDJ-t · •. 
ing to CCAG. Co111ribu1ors were Aetna, Oxford Health Plans, Cigna and Blue , I I 
Cross Blue Shield. 

Noc surprisingly, Johnson is also the only Connecticut rep who has not signed on 10 ·-
1hc proposed Managed Care Improvement Acc. This bill would Ice pacicms sue their 
HMOs in state courts for damages if they are injured bec1use a covered benefit was denied or 

In the meantime CCAG hopes to raise enough money to send one HMO victim 
and :m uninsured person to a Johnson fu nclraising dinner. Executive director Tom Sw:111 
says the s1or111-d1e-ciradcl approach would be effective in meeting Johnson on her own . 
level. Ar worst, she'll be forced to squirm a li11 le in front of her backers. 

"\'v'e know our side can't equal the money of the other side, but we're jusr looking li.ir 
cre:uive w:1ys 10 r:i ise awareness about chis issue," Sw:m says. 

The Hanford event waas topped off with a s1irring guerrilla theater performance: 
On one side o f the srage, were lirrle old ladies. On the ocher, guys in suils. An auctioneer 
prcsenrccl placards with various health care issues w ri tten on them for the rich business 
men and poor pensioners-to bid on. Guess who won? 

- Dan Levine 
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hard by hike 
in drug costs 

1-Many make trek into Mexico 
for better deal on pricey pills 

I BY JEMNIFER MARKLEY 
! THE TRIBUNE : 
I l • ' 

A :s~ple tii.p '~o the ~eighborhood drug store 
won't be enough to keep Dorothy Carlson's medi­
cine cabinet fuU until the end of the year. 

The 7~year-old is one of millions of senior citi­
~ns trying to battle rising drng costs. 

Families FSA a national consumer group. 
released a study Wednes-
day showing that 50 top- MORE INSIDE 
selling pre8Cription medica· 
tions commonly used by 
seniors have -risen af 'twice 
the rate of inflation. Last 
year, they rose by more 
than four times that rate. 

Today, the Mesa resident 
and her husband plan to 
take the 200-mile trek to 
Nogales, .Mexico, for the 
prescription drugs they can 
no longer afford.· 

►- Tips for 
buying-<:frugs: in 
Mexlco. M 

► A look at 
rislng drug- · . 
costs, how U.S: 
prices compare 
with Mexico, M 

·t have to have them," Carlson said. "What else 
can I dd but go to'.Meldco?" . 
. The results of the stu({y give a preview of what 
investigators may find out from a 90-day probe of 
prescription drug prices launched last month by 
President Clinton. He announced the probe ·after 
the drug industry, feaiing government price con­
trols, fought his proposal to e.xtend prescription 

· benefit~ to Medicare recipients. . .. . . . • • , . 
. ·. . . • . . . y" .· 

•:, ·. But::Yalley seniors say they•already:'know the 
. · \ burden 'of J>re.scrlptlo.n costs .. 'fypicaJ. <fail0 ·,egi­

.'~Ji:ie1's1·pf t<.yo. to;seven -t'nedi.cations, rneaij: seruors 
:,cfa tradi6onal Medicare pay hundredis 'of.dollars a 

;i.. ·~· ... m ...: ' . . . ~-. ·monuvQr.pui.:s. . . . : 'i;. '• ·::-.<· . 
. . Fornmately. more than half the seniois in the 
Valley.have prescription cove,:age thr,otigh health 

. .. '. . ' . . .: ... : . 
t :·.: . ·, . .. . Piease.se~ oml'o>age'M 

. . . 

tk~c'i,~"' , --rt~.s..iA'I, kl,.,~ 4, l1't'f 

P . 01 
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Tucson, Thursday, September 9, 1999 ctht .Arizona Dailg Siar 

· Kolbe urged to back popular HMO reform 
By Jane Erl<son gell, D-Mich. · . . crucial that Congress pass "some reasonable 
The Arizona Daily Star "Working families need to make sure patient Bill of Rights. 

A handful of physicians and other dem- that they can take care of their health care "The playing field has been so skewed in 
onstrators gathered outside the office of Rep. needs," Robertson said yesterday. "HM Os are favor of insurance companies that physici~ 
Jim Kolbe yesterday to protest the congress-_ , being run by corporate executives, and doc- really don't have a leg to stand on and get the 
man's refusal to support a popular HMO re- tors are not having the ability. to • make decl- · kind of care that patients need and deserve," 
form bill. sions that are in favor of the worker." Roberts said. . 

Kolbe, R-.Ariz., has not yet decided which The Norwood-Dingell bill was draftep last . Under current reimbursement rates, Rob.' 
of several reform proposals he will support, month, following passage in July of a wa- erts has to see a patient every 16 minutes, he 
but will vote for one or introduce his own, ac- tered-down Senate Patient Bill of Rights. · added. But so much of each 16 minutes is 
cording to a statement issued by his office. Norwood-Dingle would give all . Ameri- taken up with getting health· plan approvals 

Kolbe wants "to guarantee that health Ls . ~ with HMOs and other insurers the right and p.lling out "an Inordinate amount" of pa-
not subordinated to whimsical · or . improper . to sue their plaps over coverage denials. . perwork, he has only two . or _three minutes 
HMO financial considerations. He is al.so fear- ., . 'nte bill has been signed by at l~ast 22 . with each ~tie~t, he swd. 
fu1 of legislation that will precipitate new · House ~epublicans. lts supporters include the Dr. Keith Dveirin, a ~trician, said 
,ounds of lawsuits and litigation," the. .. state- Aroerica.n Medical Association. . · . . HMOs don't always follow the childhood im­
ment said. _.-. .', ·, ,, .. Rep. John Shadegg, R-Ariz., is co-author, , .. rnunization recommendations of the Centers 

Ian Roberts~n, presldent of .the· Southern ; of a House., Republican version still in the for Disease · Control and Prevention an~ the 
Arizona CoW\Cil of the AFL-CIO,· said he sup- ,. drafting.stage. . ... ,• , . ·. American ~e,my .of Pediatrics:• -· , . 
porta a bipartisan Houae bill · authored by . Dr. Bruce Roberts, a psychiatrist and "We ·need to put pressure ·on Congress" 
Reps. Charles Norwood, R-Ga., and John Din- family practice physician,• said he c·onsiders it ~ ensure such compliance, Dveirin said. 
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Elderly plead for drug cost help 
Messages flood 
into Baldwin's 
D.C. office 

By Samara Kalk 
TM Copiuu Timu 

Rep. Tammy Baldwin's Wash­
ingtOn, D.C., office has been re­
ceiving countless letters, calls and 
e-mails from senior citizens con­
cerned about the ever-increasing 
cost of prescription drugs. 

The flood of mail is in re­
sponse to cards the Madison 
Democrat sent out last month 
promoting her co-sponsorship of 
the Prescription Drug Fairness 
for Seniors Act. 

"This is obviously a significant 
issue to millions of people in this 
countcy," said Jerilyn Goodman, 
Baldwin's press secretary. "The 
response to the mailing was really 
overwhelming.'' 

During the swnmer and fall, 
Baldwin has traveled around W1S­
consin's 2nd Congressional Dis­
trict holding "Senior Speak Out" 
sessions in Stoughton, Portage, 
Baraboo, Verona, Mineral Point 
and Richland Center. 

The cost of prescription dn1gs 
is an issue that came up over and 
over, Baldwin said. 

According to a report released 
Wednesday by the conswner 
watchdog group Families USA, 
prescription drug prices in­
creased four times faster in 1998 
than the rate of inflation. 

From January 1998 to January 
1999, the rate of inflation was 1.6 
percent and the prices of the 50 
most presciibed drugs for older 
Americans rose 6.6 percent, 
according to the new report, 
" Hard to Swallow: Rising Drug 
Prices for America's Seniors." 

The legislation Baldwin is 
pushing would reduce prescrip­
tion drug prices for the elderly by 
more than 40 percent by allowing 
pharmacies that serve Medicare 
beneficiaries to offer pharmaceu­
ticals at the same low prices that 
drug companies give to HMOs, 
hospitals and the federal govern­
ment. 

Getting the Prescription Drug 
Fairness for Seniors Act passed in 
the current Congress is impossi­
ble, Goodman said. 

- "The Republican leadership in 
the House just shelves it. They are 
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Elizabeth Schuck of Madison, a member of the Dane County SOS Senior Council, speaks Wednes• 
day before a Wisconsin Citizen Action gathering about drug prices. 

not \villing to deal with it e,·en 
though it seems to have strong bi­
partisan support," she said. 

The Prescription Drug Fair­
ness for Seniors Act would pro­
tect senior citizens from drug 
price discrimination and make 
prescription drugs available to 
Medicare beneficiaries at dis-

counted prices. according to W1S­
consin Citizen Action, the state's 
largest consumer group repre­
senting 58,ooo· W1Sconsin fami­
lies and 200 organizations. 

"So many seniors out there are 
spending more money for pre­
scription drugs than they should 
be," said Carolyn Morgan, a Bal· 

dwin representative. 

''It's pretty discouraging, espe 
cially when you get a letter fron 
an 8.J-ye:ir-old wom:m saying tha 
she is spending so much mone: 
for prescription drugs that she 
hopes she's not around mucl 
longer to endure this," Morg:.u 
said ... That's really sad." 



Cost of drugs prescribed for seniors 
far outpaced ·inflation rate, study says 

l)y l<AwANZA L GRIFFIN 

o( lt'k" J0t_~nc-l ) l.ltr 

The cost or commonly prc­
scr,bcd medic.lions for senio rs 
outpaced inOal ion over l he past 
five years, averaging four limes 
lhe r,1lc or inOalion in jus l the 
I.1st ycu , according to a report 
released Wednesday by ~ 
cunsin C ili:r.en Adion a nd Fami­
hcs OSA. 

Prices or 50 d rugs used most 
frequent ly by the elderly in­
crea:.ed by 6.6% from Ja nuary 
1998 to January 1999, compared 
w ith lhe inOatio n rate or 1.6%. 

But not .all drugs arc c4ual. 
More dras tic cost increases were 
seen for other drugs: 
■ Lanoxin, u sed to treat con ­

ges tive heart failure and the 
mos t commonly prescribt>d drug 
for s en iors, increased m ore than 
87% in the past five years, and 
15¾ last year. 
■ lmJur, used to treat an­

gina, increased by more than 
111 'I. over the past five years, 
going from $237 per year in 1994 
to $525 per year in 1999. 
■ Lora:tepam, used to treat 

Parkinson's disease, increased 
by 279¾ last year, and m o re 
than 385"/. in the pas t five years. 

Despite intense scrutiny ove r 
steadily incrcasin!I prices or pre­
scription medications, manufac­
turers of the commonly pre­
scribed medicat ions managed a 
20o/, profit margin in 1998. This 
w as nea rly five timeS' greater 
lhan the 4.4% m edian net pro fit 
or all Fortune 500 companil!S. 

11u.- s tudy used information 
from 241,496 people in the 1998 
Pe n nsylvan ia Pharmace utical 
Assistance Contract for the Eld­
erly, an outpilt ienl prescription 
drug program for older Ameri­
c.:ins. 

Citizen groups say trend · 
shows medications should 
be covered by insurance 

lo cover prescrih,:J tfrn,;,; lh ,')' 
just ch1H>sc nol 111." 

Responding lo lh,· s ludv, 11,c 
l'harn1Jceut ic,, I l{,·-.•.u, h .,n,I 
M.anuf,Klurers o r Ame, i,·,1 , ., i,I 
the d rug inJ u, lf)' plow, 2 1 ~~ ,11 
its rcvc nul.' bat.·'-. i ll tu n..'s~:irch to 
find new cu n•s J rul lre.,t rn,:111 , . 

• Any tim..,• a scn1ur l.1dt.., ,, -.: .. 
cess to uu r mcdtd lll'S, lhe ph,H-

mac,•ulk.11 inJu '(lry is con• 
l.'."c rn~•d, " s., iJ till· as~uda tion in 
,1 w 1 ill c n !:11.>h: nh.:nt 

The s1,,tcmenl .,t,o con h:ndcd 
t h,1t tlh' F,1n11lic, USA study ;,. 
~l.,·,"•cl I•)'., few ,trugs lhat h3vc 
!'tl'CJI unusua ll r h i); n1.1rk11ps in 
n:-c,·nt y,•J rs# ind u<ling :-.on,c 
IIMJ,· hy Kt'l1Cf k ,fru~ .. ~._un r:1 • 
.-.i,·, who~._. Jll h 111,.; pulil'it•~ •'"' 
u11d,·1 111\·,·~tii;,11 i .. n hy lhc Fcd­
••ra l Tr,1d t· ConuH1:it~iun . 

----· ·- ------
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Procardia XL 

Drug prices on the rise 
How pnc~ llf the prl'SC.l•l'll(lfl drugs mtnl oflen 11sed by the elderly have 

inc rc;ised 111 rel.:ihon 10 1nna110tr 

( ~1 ,....,;(',( (HANG{ 

115{ l'lll Yll " I '91·'99 '94-:,9 
An11111t ptrcenllllt lnOMI .. '• 

Regula1es lwr1b(,a1 S14 15.4 ... 87.6% 

Slomach acid reduct~ St,455 2.7% U % 
I tfl)l'flenSIOl'I, Mlt}O.l S-483 2.6% 16.8% 

Folaswm suppleme:11 Sl65 6J% ]t:0%' : 
6 

,--------- --
S1omach aotJ reduce. S646 31% 18.7% 

Hearl drug (a111J1na) ms '-'" ~·11111' 

ThyfOtd htllOIOl1t- S108 ,..,. 37.8% 

Hypl'llt11SIOI~ hear1 fwe ma 3.2% 19l% 

Hypcflenwn. ;,lll.Juld SSGS 2.6% 16.8% 

•~on Oct 1999 p,,ce 
' 11,t> CllllSI.Oi"' pt(t incb wi wd IS ~ 
'1"'11"' onllttnl Mil drug pr:Cl'I u.ff,. 

\,,,u,tt> ( QI,, ...... .,, ~ belliul.-, , • .,., ,., M:nn ~, .. ,.. ....... .,, .... ............ J ~ •• 

----·--· - -- - -- - ... ----· 
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Seniors on fLxed incomes sm1ggle 
to pay for expensi,·e medicine that 

they need. and a recent study suggests 
it doesn't need to be that way. 

Drug prices 
I put squeeze 
I 

I on the elderly 
By Dee J. Hall 
Wisconam Sta11 Journal 

M1lele Ch1kasa Anana. a retired computer techni­
cian who publishes Madison's Afr1can-Amencan mag­
azine. Umoja. has seen her retirement income 
steadily disappear over the pharmacy counter. 

Anana - who retired early six years ago because 
she suffers from diabetes, glaucoma. a thyroid det1-
ciency and a rare hormonal condition - spends 
about $310 a month on prescriptions. That's a large 
chunk or her S850 Social Securil)' check. 

"I worked ail my life and had insurance but didn't 
need the drugs," said Anana. of Madison. "Now I 
need the drugs. but I can't afford the coverage. 

"The drug cosis:· she added. "are simpl>• out of 
control." 

Anana is among the millions of U.S. retirees strug. 
gling under the rapidly increa5ing cost of prescrip­
tion drugs. Most of the elderly have little or no 
insurance cov­
erage for the 
cost of pre­
scriptions. 

In a report 
relea5ed 
Wednesday. 
Families USA 
found that the 
prices of the 50 
drugs used 
most by senior 
citizens in­
creased. on av­
erage. four 
times the rate 
of inflation in 
the past year. 
In the mean­
time. pharma­
ceutical 
companies con• 
tinued to reap 
profilS that far 
outpaced many 
other busi­
nesses, accord­
ing lo the 
1roup, which is 
a nonprofit ad­
\'OCate for 
health-care 
consumers. 

"The phar­
maceutical in­
dustry ts 
malcinc mil­
lions by raising 
the prices of 
the drugs sen­
iors use most." 
said Sam Gie­
ryn, heal th-ca re 
coordinator for 
Wisconsin Citi­

'I worked all 
my llfe and 
had 
Insurance 
but didn't 
need the 
drugs. Now I 

need the drugs, but I can't 
afford the coverage.' 

Milele Chikasa Anana 

Drug prices soar 
Pnces for rn. preSCIIJ)DOn dM)s most 
ofren used by Older Amencans are 
rising fer beyona inflation. 

Annual purc•ntago inCNa:&es 

■ lnflalfon ■ Prices of ■ On.,g 
rate· drugs used pnces 

by elde/1y overan 

~ -----------
6 ----------l-
s • 
4 ■ - I II 

: : 111 II. 111 ,I, II 
0 ■■■ ■■■ ■■■ I 

'94 '95 ·-- '98 
•~ ~ l)l"IICt, .not.a ..,.. IIMG II I 
QIUQO of lnftouon Ind 0"'9 p!al OVt rd, 

SOURCE F .,,..., I/SA AP 

zen .-khon. which also released the Families USA re­
port Wednesday at a Madison news conference. 

"As industry executives grow richer and drug com• 
pany proflts escalate, Amenca's seniors are increas­
ingly unable 10 afford the medications they need." 

Wisconsin Citizen Action is part ofa 17-state cam­
paign that among other things. is pushing Conuess to 
change ~1edicare - the national health-insurance 
program for people 65 and older - to cover the cost 
of prescription drugs. Some seniors purchase supple• 
mental insurance that may cover some med1cauon 
costs. but ollen those policies have high deductibles 

Please see DRUGS, Page 3A 
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{~ f!ptiin drug costs hiJ elderly . 
· :t!£w l?{jc_f!S~! the top 1 O prescription drugs used by_ the elderly have incressf!!d: 

. • : ' ,. ;.. · · Cost I % chg. % chg. 
Brand name Use ! per yr.• '98-'99 '94-'99 : Maker 

J,,.Lan~xTn'i.13 mg Regulates heartbeat $71 15.4% _ 87.~% Glaxo Wellcome 

Net 
pro~,'98 

n/a 

Prllosec Stomach acid reducer $1,455 2.7% 4.4o/o Astra 20.6% 

1.o,t,'orvasc Hypertension, angina $483 I 2.6% 16.8% Pfizer 

K-Dur 20 Potassium supplement I $365 1·' _6.2~ ' 39.00/4 , Schering 

23.0% 

21.4% 
1 Pepcld Stomach acid reducer i S646 3.1% 18.7% Merck 

: L~noxln/.25 mg Regulates heartbeat I $74 . 15.4% ~., sr:~~1 Glaxo Wellcome 

20.0% , 

'~ ur Heart drug (angina) I S525 9.6% 111.~/4 Schering 
Synthrold Thyroid hormone $108 9.8% 37.8% , Knoll 

n/a 

21 .4% 

6.0% 

[ Vasotec Hypertension, heart failure I $398 3.2°1: _ 19.2o/~ l Merck 
Procardia XL Hypertension, angina . $505 2.6% ' 16.8% Pfizer .. 

... 
20.0% 

· 20.6% 
"Based on Oct 1999 price 

.... 
SOURCE: Compiled by PRIME Institute, Univ. of Minn. f0< Farrules USA 

Drugs 
Continued from Page 1A 

or co-pays, Gieryn said. 
The study. conducted for Fami­

lies USA by University ofMinne­
l>0ta researchers. measured 
changes in the wholesale price of 
a year's supplr of drugs at com­
mon dosages. 

In 1998, wholesale prices for 50 
prescriptions commonly filled by 
the elderly rose b~, 6.6 percent 
even though the overall inflation 
rate that year was 1.6 percent, 
according to the study. 

The research also found that in 
the live-year period between Jan­
uary 1994 and Janua~• 1999, 
prices for the same prescriptions 
rose 25.2 percent, nearly double 
inflation generally, which was 
12.8 percent. 

Families USA said that the me­
dian profit reported in 1998 by the 
companies making these drugs 
was 20 percent, compared to a me-
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dian profit for Fortune 500 com­
panies of4.4 percent 

Responding to the study, the 
Pharmaceutical Research and 
Manufacturers of America said 
the drug industry plows 21 per­
cent of its re\·enues back into re­
search to find new cures and 
treatments. 

".-u1y time a senior lacks access 
to our medicines, the pharmaceu­
tical industry is concerned,'' the 
association said in a written state­
ment 

The statement also contended 
that the Families USA study is 
ske\\'ed by a few drugs that have 
seen unusually big markups in re­
cent years, including some made 
by generic drug companies whose 
pricing policies are under investi­
gation by the Federal Trade Com­
mission. 

Speaking at a press conference 
at the Madison Senior Center 
Wednesday. Madison retirees 
Walter and Elizabeth Schuch said 
they spend at least S130 a month 
on prescription drugs, mostly to 
treat Walters diabetes and high 
blood pressure. 

.. Most families with average in­
·comes would struggle to afford an­
other Sl30 bill, but for senior 
couples like us living on less than 
S22.000 per year, it's very difficult 
to handle the increases." Eliza­
beth Schuch said. 

In a prepared statement. Ron 
Pollack. executive director of 
Families USA, called it "uncon­
scionable that the sickest and old­
est Americans go without 
prescription drug coverage as part 
of their basic benefit package. 

··seniors can't take ad\'antage 
of the many discounts in the mar­
ketplace for prescription drugs." 
Poliack addeci. "H!\10s and other 
instit~ttional purchasers get sharp 
d1s t·ounu on prescription drug 
pric:es. but 111 ,,.;1 seniors .. . have 

to pay full, not discounted, prices · · 
for drugs." • 

Anana said that's true for her. 
She pays $112 a month for one 
drug that her old HMO can pur­
chase today for $74 a month. 

U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D­
Wis .. is a sponsor of the Prescrip­
tion Drug Fairness for Seniors Act' 
of 1999. which would allow Medi­
care recipients to pay the same 
prices the federal government 
pays for prescription medicines. . 

Baldwin spokeswoman Jerilyn . 
Goodman said the legislation is · 
stalled because "the Republican 
leadership is not considering it at .. 
this t ime." • 

''The report ... reinforces the .. 
need to pass meaningful legisla­
tion to help seniors afford the 
medication that helps them main- _ 
tain their health,' ' Baldwin said in• . 
a written statement "It is tragic • 
that some of our friends and 
neighbors are choosing between 
food and needed medicines." 

Marie Hornes, a social worker 
at the UW Geriatric Clinic, said 
she sees families making huge fin- :. 
ancial sacrifices to pay for criti- .. 
cally important drugs such as 
Aricept That medication allows 
people with Alzheimer's disease 
and other forms of dementia to 
function, but it costs up to $150 a 
month, she said. Only about a 
fourth of her patients have any in- · 
surance coverage for drugs. she 
said. 

"I'\'e been working with the 
elderly since the early 1980s." 
Hornes said. "It (prescription 
drug coverage) has always been 
an issue. but I do see it intensify­
ing because it seems to me that 
the drugs are costing more and 
more. 

"l really worry about a lot of 
c,ur patients." 

- The Assocrnrrd Pres:, r.011tri!J-
1, 1rd : C' thi:: rt>por 
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Stndy fuels Medicare-HMO debate· 
Rural areas 
poorly seNed 
JY DAVID STEINKRAUS 
1ouma1rmes 

IVES GROVE - A new study about 
he lack of Medicare HMO service in 
ural areas sen~ as the starting 
,oint for some local people to ~ 
beir concerns about the prospects for 
ationa.l .Medicare reform. 

The study Y.as released Thur.lday 
y Families l'SA. a nonproftt beallh 
are advocacy group based in Wash· 
igton, D.C., and was talked about by 

people at a press cooferenoe at the 
county's Ives Grove offioe complex 
Thursdav afternoon. 

The study says 73 percent o{ roral 
people reoeiving Medicare live in 
oounties oot served by any HMO tbal 
accepts i-yments under the 
Medicare+Cboioe program. 'The 
study also says only 'IT percent of 
rural Medicare recipiems live in a 
coumy served by one oc more HMOs. 

Yet HMOs gel fal on federal dol­
lars and hurt the Medicare system, 
sai~ Sam Gie:ryn, health ~ task 
force ooordinator for Wisconsin Citi• 
zen Action. By operating only in cer­
tain plaoes and ac.c:epting only certc\in 
clio..nts, the HMOs serve people whose 
care costs are lower than the 

Medicare J'eim. 
bursements 
~ for their 
treatment, be said. 
So that mooey is 
not available to 
help pay the oost of 
health care for the 
really skt people 
whom the compa­
nies won't .insure 

Placlle and who are left lo 
the Medicare S\'S­

tem, and the ID{Os grow rich on fed• 
era1 payments, he said. 

"\Vbeo they find that the profits 
there are not bigb enough, they 
le.ave," be said: 

That's what happened recently in 

Racine County when PrimeCare 
Health Plan loc. and Humana 
announced they would no looger otier 
supplemental 'Medicare imw'aooe to. 
people in Racine County. Humana 
will stop doing business in the state 
entirely~ PrimeCare will contillue1 lo 
serve people in Milwaukee County. At 

ON THE INTERNET: 

In the meantime, C.Ongress m; 
act on Medic.are reform legislati, 
this year. President Clinton has um 
duceci one plan, and there may I 
another from legislators who were , 
tbe Nati~nal Bipartisan C.Ommissil 

► More 011 STaDY, Page 13" 
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}ONZALES STUDY I Medicare 
11m Porc_l~----·- --­

snk to m;ike it app<:nr as if there 
d liccn a sln•1~lc. 
Gnn1.al~ lhcn w.ilked lo Uin Urcy­

und Bus tcnninal In Milw.iukee and 
rch.ised k Uckct to Sall Lllkc City, 
port11 , .iid. The bu, .irrived In lit ah 
r,ul 9 a.m. Sept. 2, according lo Bal­
ias. 
Gonzales told ager1ls he w.inderal 

wnd the city for II while, picked up 
me litcraLw-e on the ,tale's nat ion• 
.parb and decided to go to C.inyon­
id'I National f'.irk . 
He found a llhultle thnt took pas­

ngers from the city':, airport to 
bab, utah, where U1e national park 
localed. ltcporb said Uon1.alt!.~ was 
~ off In Moab .1rou11d G p.m., 
t he h.id underestimated the dis­
nee to U1e parlc. Baldukas said he 
.i Calera! agent, he was still wnlk• 
c at midnight when a pickup truck 
river ~ave him a ride to tho p.irk 
~ranee. 
Gonzales reportedly found a 

lrine thnt was open and tilc!pC. there 
tnusc U1c park was clo:o;<.oel. When 
oming e:11ne, he walked ;i ~horl Jis­
~ to the desert, w;iited fur the 
irlc'11 visiwr's center to open anrl 
en walked into the center ond told 
Viger, he woi1 the victim or a kid­
ipping. 
RAclnc police calloo in the FBI, 

kl they ~nl an agent to utah to pick 
Oll7A1 les up. . 
floltlukas sni<I the FBI has not 

larged Gon1.1lc:oi, who is now back 
11111:: In lt.icine. However, local 
lll1orilies may issues chnrgell or 
£empt to obtain rci;titution from him 
r thc time and money police put into 
i Investigation. 

ffEART 
tom Pare lA 

tb a cut we really clr.nn It out. We 
tep an eye on him, l>\tl right now 
,•, just a 11011nnl 0-ye.Ar-olrl." 
The Infection that lead to Kroµka 's 

rst ,w-,wy, called erniocarditls, is 
ire, she said. Only about 2 In 10,000 
eople contract It. 
Krupka ,aid she likc!I to look at the 

wllivc 11ide or b.-1<1 things, and said_ 
ime ~ond has come out of her suf­
ril\P. ~he P.ninv!il th,- PYl'rri"" cho 

" "'"' PoRe JA ···------ __________ _ 

her orrice al,out the lvs!; oC the wools lo reAd the dt:lalls of ,my Jcgl!I• 
Humana nrl<I l>rlmeCarc coverage lation before dt!clding whether lo suµ-
11how the effect lhal . Medicare port it. A tack or detail cau,ed the f::1

~,:e~n :t'sti~~~~~v~e:i 51~; PrimcCare problem, he said. 
caution, she said. The 1!1J7 federal bu~gct ~llowed the 

"You cannot imagine Lhe frustr;i- Health Care Financing Admlnlstra• 
tlon we rusve heard In our office," tion (which runa Medicare) to set the 
added sbt.e Rep. John Lehman, D• details or the Medicare relmbun1e• 
Racine. . mcnt formula. That led w reimburse• 
. What also concerned people ~peak- menl 1....,.uitics for various parL, or 
111g at the press e<1nfcre11c.-e was a pro- ...... 'i 
posal from the bipartil;an commission tho country, and that Jed to the dcpar­
lo have the ft!de.r11I governml'nl com• lure ot Hum.ina and Primceve from 
pet.e with private .companies ror the area, ~yan s;iid. 
Ml'dlcare doll.ii-,. A Medicare board , "As J see IL you should gel the same 
would ovei,;ce. the system and woulJ . kind of Medicare treatment r~gard­
~~~e benefit plans and enrollment le~ or where you llve 1n this country 

"'l'hl; · repo1t (from Fiunllies USA> because you paid the s.ime ldnd ot 
is clc.ir evidence thnt we can not Medicare taxes," he said. 
count on U1e managed care Industry He ~ all his efforts now are 
tn t:ike car~ of ou.r 11e~_or cl~1.ens and focused on pai;si~g a bill that would 
persons with dL,ab,hUes, Plllehc adjWll u1e ~ irnbursement formul.i. 

sa11~40i. Ignore some c.-ornmunitics, •we have.to f lx tho current Me<qcar~ 
yet lhc hcnllh nf people depends on low betore we move on to new ones. 
their access to c.1rc, ~ Id Carston Bruce Stansil, a member o! a group 
Koeller of Wind Lake, prc11idcnl of the of ~nior citizens upsot about the loss 
Wlscon,;in C'.ouncil of Senior Citiu n, . or PrimcQlre and HumaM cover.ige 

•we rca~ly need lo et~ei;, the con- had harsh worc:b at the press confer'. 
ccpt or univ~rsallly, wluch seem!I to , 
have golLen lost in nil or lhe debato ence about g~vernment a l.ick or 
about rerorm," he a.i id. •we seem to Action on Medicare Insurance. Tiie 
wnnt lo lolerntc hnvJng JO to 40 mil• slate has failed to protect senior e.lll• 
lion people uninsured in thl'I cow1try. 1.en.,, he said. -,,ic federal reprcscn• 
1 say that is un3cceplable." Latives arc ju,t as bad with their con-

l!·S· Rep. l'nul R~an, R.Janes~illc, st;int bickering in Wa.,hlngt.on and 
said he rasvored tho idc.i of lhe b1par• . ' 
llsan commi,.'11011 but was dii;.ippolnt- ~e <k!mand that they set l111s wto~g 
ed that Clinton disbanded il before ll n ght - now - or this item will 
11uggesled lcsi~lallon. Ryan Mici he's become a major Item in the forthcom­
read lhe commis:!1011's report but Ing ek!ctiori." 

Few in rural residents have 
access to Medicare HMO 

A ,tudy relr.o,;ed 'l'hw-sd11y hy 
Famili~ USA says few people in 

. rw'al 11rcas hltve accc~,; to a health 
matntcn;ince organi1..ition Uiat will 
insure . thent under the 
Me<llcarc.+-Choice program. 

The study says IJMCn asre Jess like­
ly lo. cover tW'RI orc:is 1,eeau,,c the 

. ■ About 18 percent of the S9 mil• 
lion people on Medicare belong to an 
HMO under MedlcaruCholce. 

■ Natioriall)\ 73 percent or rur;il 
Medicare recipient, ,(or /l7 million 
people) ijve 1n A county w~~.thcre Is 

Page , 

.. , . ... ' , , 

i 

•i 

I 

' 
.'/ ., 
I 

:! ., 



.... 
CS> 

M 
1/) .... 
lj) 

I 

r--
~ 

I 

';f" .... .. 

al 
(.1' 
CS> 

~ 

I 
n. 
w 
l/) 

SM3N VHSON3>f 666 l 'Ol ~39V-.3ld3S 'AVOIH:l 
- ....... . . 

Loe a liState 

Report: HMQs scarce for.the elderly 
MADISON (AP) -- About 90 percent of because many offer extra benefits. such as 

elderly people in rural Wisconsln covered by prescription ·drugs, which are not usually 
Medicare can't join HMO.5 because there are coveced by Medicare. 
110 health plans in their area participating in UWhen you don't ha,·e HMOs ln a rural 
the federal program, a -report released Thurs- · community1 -t.hat means beneficiaries only · 
day said. have one choice and that is to take part in the 

Only four of the state's 52 rural counties traditional Medicare program," Pollack said. 
have HMOs that take part in Medicare. Nationally, about 73 percent of Medicare's 
according to the report of Medacare and Cen- 9.2 million rural beneficiaries do not have 
sus Bureau figute.s released .by .Families · access in their home county to HMOs, the 
USA; a Washington, D.C.-based group that . report said. Another 17 percent of senior citi­
advocates universal health coverage. zens in rural counties have only one HMO 

"The managed care industry has virtually t>pen to)hem. Only 10 pe~cent have more 
ignored Medicare beneficiaries in rural than one health plan to choose from. 
areas," Families USA executive director Ron In )Visconsin, there are 291,951 Medicare 
Pollack said. beneficiaries in rural counties. 

HM Os are paid a flat fee by the govern• Onty·Walworth County has two HMOs that 
ment to provide alJ necessary care for participate in Medicare. the report said. 
Medicare-<:overed enrollees. Medicare is the ·. Monroe. Trempealeau an~ Vernon counties 
fec1eral h~alth insurance program for the have one such HMO, while the other 48 rural 
elderly and disabled. · counties have none. 

Medicare beneficiaries who do not have · Sparse populations and tlte scarcity of 
access to an HMO still get care. The gQvem- health care providers in rural bounties make 
mcnt simply pays each of their medical bills it difficult for HMOs to be profitable in those 
directly to the health care pro\'ider. Howev- areas. said N;µicy Wenzel. executive di!ector 
er, HMOs are attracth·e to senior citizens of the Association ofWisronsi.11 HMOs. 

Under the federal reimbursement system. 
It's more profitable for health care providers 
to receive money dJrectly from the govern­
ment rather than as part of a managed h ealth 
plan. Wenzel said. . 

"There's no in<:entive ht rural parts of Wis­
consin for: providers • to work with health 
plans because they <:an simply make more 
money wider the o~d Medicare s,ystem." she 
said . 

The report's authors said the lack of par­
ticipation by HMOs in rural areas raises 
questions about the viability of Medicare 
reform proposals, supported by many in Con­
gress. that would give private health plans a 
bigger role. jn caring for the nation 's elderly. . 

Families USA used data ftom the Health 
Care Financing Administration and the Cen-· 
sus Bureau to determine how many HlvIOs 
are available to Medicare beneficiar ies. 

The study found 13 states where no rural 
counties currently have a Medicare HMO: 
Alaska. Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Mis• 
sissippi, Nebraska. North Dakota. South Car­
olina, South Dakota, Utah, ¥ermont and 
Wyoming. 
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COMMENT 
HMOs can't be trusted in Medicare reforms 

T 
he Medicare program, which has 
improved the lives of millions of 
elderly and disabled Americans, 
faces perilous times. 

Leaders in both parties, led by U.S. Sen. 
John BreaWt (D-La), propose to radically 
change Medicare from a publicly adminis­
tered program to a voucher system. 

In a voucher system, the government 
would partially subsidize the elderly and 
disabled to purchase health insurance 
plans in the competitive market. Seniors 
would take their Medicare vouche.r and 
purchase a better plan, if one was available, 
or perhaps, add some money of their own 
and purchase a premium plan. 

What the legislators neglecl lo mention 
is that the proposal could weaken tradi· 
tional Medicare and, for many elderly, tra­
ditional Medicare will remain the only op­
tion. 

Medicare HMOs have chosen to stay out 
of, or have left most rural areas. Forty-eight 
ofWisconsin's 72 counties have no 
Medicare HMO options. 

The danger with Medicare HM Os has 
been woefully demonstrated recentJy in 
southeastern Wisconsin. In Racine, 
Kenosha and Walworth counties, Medicare 
HMOs have been getting Medicare fu nds 
under a similar but less expensive program 
called Medicare+ Choice. They have re­
centJy decided that providing Medicare 
service to elderly residents is not profitable 
enough in that area. 

They're pulling out and stranding more 
than 2,000 seniors without coverage. They 
are staying in Milwaukee, though. In Mil­
waukee. the population density, provider 
density and other factors mean HMOs can 
operate more cheaply, actually receiving 
more money from Medicare than the cost 
of doing business. 

What HMOs shopping for Medicare 
profits means for taxpayers is about $2 bil­
lion a year in extra Medicare costs, accord­
ing 10 the Medicare Payment Advisory 
Commission. What it means for seniors is 
service disruptions, quality of care issues 
and less money available to pay for actual 
health care, especially for those who are left 
in the traditional Medicare program. 

IIIIO DISASTER 

The HMO experiment with Medicare 
has been a disaster. That we would want to 
take money out of a program that meticu• 
lously controls health care costs and put it 
into private HMOs with much larger ad­
ministrative expenses, advertising budgets. 
high CEO salaries and shareholders to pro­
vide for is a questionable enough use of 
public money. 

But the way the HM Os have abused the 
opportunity by systematically cherry-pick­
ing the areas where health care costs are 
lowest, pulling money out of the program 
and leaving traditional Medicare with the 
hardest-to-serve citizens, threatens the tra• 
dit ional Medicare program on which most 

ON 
MEDICARE 

SAM GIERYN 

elderly citizens rely. 
The Medicare voucher scheme would 

allow HM Os to worsen the situation by 
varying benefits packages to attract only 
the healthiest and wealthiest seniors -
those who cost the least to serve - further 
padding tJ1eir pockets and leaving tradi­
tional Medicare with thr most co~tly bene­
ficiaries. those in rural areas and thc-se who 
are sick. 

As HMOs pull the healthiest and wealth­
iest seniors out of Medicare, millions of ru­
ral, poor or chronically ill seniors will be left 
with rising premiums for traditional 
Medicare. 

Besides pitting the i;ick against the 
healtJ1y, the Medicare voucher scheme 
would destroy the basic idea of Medicare. 
That is to create a large risk-sharing pool 
among all or the elderl y, both healthy and 
sick. rural and urban, spread the costs 
around. and use the pool's size to control 
costs. 

Unfortunately. the idea of weakening 
traditional Medicare, with all of its cost 
controls and its grip on the senior market, 

is appealing to the for-profit heal!Jl care in­
dustry, and if they can profit from taxpayer­
funded vouchers in the process, so much 
the better. 

The managed care industry uses the 
mantra of competition to entice the public 
into believing they will get more for their 
money at HM Os. They'll get less. Quality of 
care at HMOs ls a real issue. There have 
been more than 9,000 complaints about 
HMOs to Wisconsin's insurance commis­
sion in the past two years. 

NO COIIPE1TTION 

Also, in many areas, the competition 
doesn't exist. Most of the Medicare benefi­
ciaries in Wisconsin still rely on the tradi­
tional Medicare program to provide ba.c;ic 
health care, and that number is im:reasing, 
not decreasing. 

Congress should go slow on Medicare 
reform and resist efforts to privatize 
Medicare to the benefit of the managed 
care industry and the detriment of mill ions 
of our elderly who will continue to depend 
upon traditional Medicare. 

Any changes should strengthen the tra­
ditional Medicare program and benefit all 
seniors. Let's take Medicare HMO profits 
and turn them into real health care benefits 
for all Medicare beneficiaries. 

Sam Gieryn is the Health Care Task 
Force coordinator for Wisconsin Citizen 
Action, Milwa11lcee and Madiso~ 
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1tAA111 llil~OCXIST.ilJ M>TOGMrHIA : 

U.S. Rep. Tom hrTttt ~ Id Wednesday he was •guardedly optimist!~ • : 
that the Patients' Bill of Rights would pus In the next yur. H1 was at a 

rally for Wl.sconsln Gtlu n Action's Campaign for Health Security. . 

Drive strives to ease 
access to health care 
State campaign aims 
for federal influence 

BY MARCO HUSTON 

oftl>t)ou~ntttmrr 

ubor leader Candice Owley 
launched a campaign Wednes­
day to increase access to health 
c:ire for Wisconsin residents. 

-Money does tallc. but people 
power d~, count, too," Owley 
said at a news conference out• 
side the closed P;ibst Brewing 
Co. building, 917 W . Juneau 
Ave. Owley, president o( the 
Wisconsin Federation of Nurses 
and Health Professionals. he;ids 
the new Campaign for Health 
Security. 

She WIS responding to com• 
ments made by Robert Lynch, 
77, who questioned whether the 
campaign could Influence Con­
gress to pus health care re• 
fonns. Lynch described himself 
u "retired from Pabst, where 
we got the shaft.• 

Three years ago, Pabs t 
canceled health care coverage 
for about 750 retirees in Milwau­
kee• as It shut down its local 
brewery. 

Another fonner Pabst worku, 
Roland Gatzow, 63, said that W\• 

Iii- his Social Security kicked in 
when he turned 62. he h ad been 
receiving 5668 a month as a pen­
sion. from wruch h e paid 5357 a 
month for health l.n.surance pre• 
miums. 

Owley ••id the campaign is 
the first o( its kind' in the nation. 
From its WLSconsin base, It 
plans to fan out and help orga· 
nizarions In other states launch 
similar camp•i~s. TIie cam• 
p&ign WIS orgaruzed by Wlscon• 
sin Citizen Action, a coa lition of 

environmental, labor, faith­
based and consumer groups. 

U.S. Rep. Tom Barrett (D· 
Wis.) lent his support to the 
campaign, saying that improv­
ing access to health cue was an_ 
important issue, second only to 
reducing the federal deficit, l.n · 
his first campaign for Congress 
in 1992. · 

Barrett said he la •guardedly · 
ortimistic• that the Patients' BW. · 
o Rights would pall before next 
year's elections. He is less o~ti­
misric that a bill guaranteeing· 
prescription coverage under 
Medicare will pass. 

Both mea.su.res are more likely 
to be approved next year, closer: . 
to eleetion time, he said. 

Barrett said prescription drug _ 
coverage is the top issue men• 
tioned to him in his visits' 
around his district. 

Owley said the campaign 
plans to seek pled~es of support 
from all WLScOn51n federal of- . 
ficeholders a nd from federal .. 
ca ndidates in 2000: · 
■ To oppoae any legislation 

that would tum Medicare into a . 
voucher system and to preserve 
and strengthen the program. · 
■ To expand Medicare to · 

provide affordable prescription 
drug coverage for all beneficia• 
rie~ • · 
■ To support a comprehen-. · 

sive pa tients' bill <if rights tha l · 
restores the integrity of the pa• · 
tient-doctor relationship and 
guarantees the right of patients . 
to hold insurance companies lia• 
ble when they deny care consid; 
ered medically necessary under 
curnnt medical standards. · 
■ To support efforts to ex• 

pand Medicare and to move to• 
ward healtn cue for all. 
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The Bipartisan Managed Care Improvement Act 

speaks out for patients' rights and deserves full congressional support 
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. , . lbd•~tllune 
Sally Moore (from lelt), Merta Scerpeta end Dr. Slilerrt ANenn.. ...._ ■ letter ~ Alllence r,,, «:-.unity tmpow.,_,t; Sc-i,ell lo local p,"ldent 
to •n aide lor Concr"owonu,n Heather Wlleon -Ille lie, to oupp,rt tlM r,,, tlle Natlonal Unloft of IWpltal end He■ltll Care emi,1o,...; 811d Aldenn■n lo a 
BlpllrtlH n M■n•Ced Ce,. lmpro•-nt Act. Moor■ le ■11 ...... far wHII tlM pedlatrtclen Ill Alluquerque. 

Of 



By Jim Jackson and Pablo TruJlllo 

doctor, nurse and patient handcuffed 
themselves together and, surrounded by 
a group of health~ activists, held a 
rally Sept 1 in front of _ ._ 
Congres.,womao Heather Wilson's . 
Downtown Albuquerque office. 

They called on her and on Congress to "set us free 
~- from HMO bureaucrats." 
. .. . Demanding to be unlocked from the tight grip of 

: ::~:-·: profit-seeking HMOs, the group sought to bring 
attention to a new attempt in Congress to establish 
protections for consumers in managed care. 

Within the role-playµig demonstration, the doctor 
believes that, when treating a child, she should be able 
to prescribe the appropriate medications, not just what 
the HMO says she can. The nurse believes that she 
should be allowed to advocate on behalf of her patients 
and not fear retaliation from the HMO. The patient 
believes that, if she is having a heart attack, she shou]d 

; .,_ ~ be admitted to the emergency room without having to 
:,."::".~ call her HMO first. . . 
,-::._:; Last year, competing proposals for a federal Patients' · 
~ Bill of Rights led to bitter partisan debate. Wilson voted 
...-::-_: with her fellow Republicans to defeat a strongly pro-

. . : conswn_er bill, sponsored by the Democratic leadership, 
~w:,_, and voted for a weaker, Republican alternative. 
-: -_-:::: In the stalemate that followed, no law was enacted at 
.,_.,:: all. . 

1 - • • - • In the past year, things have changed. A bipartisan 
•" :; : HMO reform bill has been drafted after several 
r.;:;, Republicans, some of whom are physicians, decided to 
•· ~;J extend a hand across the aisle.· 

· .h~-: The Bipartisan Managed Care Improvement Act is · 
~-'. ~ • sponsored by a Republican dentist from Georgia. and is 

-- already co-sponsored by 65 members of Congress - 45 
. __ Democrats and 20 Republicans. 

. _, : ~ The handcuffed demonstrators - and other heaJth-
. care consumer advocates in Albuquerque - hope that 

. this year a bipartisan effort to achieve genuine and . 
enforceable consumer protections will succeed. 

In recent years, managed care has exploded. In 1987, 
13 percent of privately insmed Americans were in an 
HMO. Today, that figure stands at 75 percent. 

. During the 1990s, th~ health-insurance industry_ 
: pushed the idea that managing health care could drive 
. down costs. In its drive to keep down costs and increase 
. profits, the HMOs have gone fiom trimming costs to 
denying care. ', 

· This "streamlining" means that instead of a doctor 
deciding how long your hospital stay is, an HMO 

UDiy CODgreSs can assure Ulal WI lll.SUll~CU""'4ol\, 

COD.1UDlCrS, in every state, have the benefit of these 
p~~ns( 

An Independent appeals process when 
HMOs deny or delay care. 

• • • •! '• I • 

-- When your HMO refuses to cover an organ transplant, 
· you ought to'be able to appeal the decision to an 

._ .,..,-.-.,.,!i~ indepeodent group of doctors. in a timely fashion. 
'-:.~ Weakt:1 ptoposals in Congress give only lip service to 

.~~ an appeals process, stacking the appeals board with 
i~tj HMO bureaucrats and non-health prof~ionals and 

: ~-.--,<- · "' • ®.~lidtUltlgu!i - ,• ~- ' allowing 'weeks and months for a decision. The . fkst~~-- tu1-,■11:'-' • · Bipartisan Managed Care Improvement Act installs a 
~ -~ r~- • ' strong appeals proces., nm by panels of independent 
t~~~~h ::\~ ~ ~-- doctors - thus giving doctors, not HMOs, the final say 

i . · · - • in whether a treatment is medically necessary. 
bureaucrat informs you of the care you will receive. 
Patients have to jump through hoops in order to get the 
care they need, and doctors must plead with HMOs to 
authorize medical care they know is needed. 

. The right of patients to hold HMOs 
accountable when decisions hann their 
health. 

' For too long, this issue has been tied up in politics. 
Npw there's a chance for real bipartisan change. This is This is perhaps the largest sticking point in the HMO . 
about restoring the doctor--peticot relationship. It's about reform debate. 
patients getting the care they need, and doctors and HMOs currently enjoy a special exemption by federal 
nurses making the medical decisions. · law that makes them immune from patient lawsuits . 

In order to enact real refonns, there are a few · Every other service industry can be held responsible for 
mechanisqls we need in place: harming people. In fact, if a doctor refuses to treat you.-

-you can charge that doctor with malpractice. But if your 
Provisions that assure access to needed HMO refuses to authorize treatment and you suffer as a 

care. result, you have no legal recourse. 

Examples of these protections include being able to Those who aim to block genuine l;IMO reform argue 
seek emergenty-room care with prior authorization; agaimt a right to sue, calling it merely a boon to 
access to needed drugs even if they are not on an ~~ulan~hasing trial lawyers. But the ~ipartisan bill 
HMO's approved list; standing referrals to specialists · · ts not a boon and keeps the door shut on frivolous 
for chronic health-are needs; access to doctors outside . lawsuits. The right to sue wouldn't kick in wlless a 
the HMO network if needed and recommended by your ~th plan refused to abide by~ ~isi~ o~ 31_1 
_regular doctor; an<l continuity of care if you change · . independent appeals panel. The bill sunply eliminates 
HMOs or your doctor is dropped from an HMO an outdated special exemption that gives HM Os 
network. . • _ · inmnm.ity from the type of respomibility that every 

other provider of services must face. 
Equal protections to all consumers · The debate over how to reform the broken HMO 

of nwutCed care. ·'· ·· · · S}'$tc!in'bfhealth care hdbeeo raging in Congress for 
With no federal protectioos in place, our state two years, and all the debate and ~ion has finally 

Legislature and the Division of lmuraoce have turiiecl into a truly bipartisan and comprehensive bill. 
established many of these kinds of protections for New Those who have agreed that there is a problem have • 
Mexicans.in statt>-regulatcd managed-care plans. · finally igrccd on an amwcr. · · 
However, federal law prolnbits the state from protecting · The only hold-outs are those who refuse to 
those whose insurance comes from employers that "self- · : . acknowledge _the problem. With a bipartisan biU on the 
imure" (a group that includes most ofNC)V Mexicq's ' table, there's no good excuse for not supporting 
largecmploym). . . .. . _ \ 

1
~iveHMOrefonn. 
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busine~ to indu.ruy giant Aetna. And 
l!.3 ~ompanies drop out, the survivors 
an ralsing their prices. MONDAY 47:1,003 

During the piut two years, New 
Jersey has lost, on average, one HMO 
every three months. Meanwhile. the 
average annual price or an HMO pol· 
u:y available to individuals to cover 
tlldr tamilles has Jumped by almost 
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.a . .. ll $3,QOO, state recorda show. : 

Jhe void 
is costly 
els HMOs 

. : In tact, the average cos\ rose by 
$470 just between January and Feb­
ruary, to $10,833, as HIP' collapsed 
and three or the nine rema1n1ng com· 
panies otrering policies '° Individuals 
raised their rates. 

"For the HIP !ol.U looking for a 
plan, you're looking at fewer choices 
for higher prices," said Anthony 
·wright, program director with the 
consumer group Citizen Action. "The 
savings that were hoped to be gained 
by HMOs. there's a question whether 

die off · ,J. 

r~1y N.J. family rare . 
up $3,000 in 2 years . 
!ly ~ Mctlda . 
ITAR-UIXD STAFF · · ::: .. ·: ··1/ k. 

i 

J-1 Pl.EASE SEE HMO. PAGE 12 

\. <: HMO· .·t . 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

Fewer competit.ors 
me,an higher rat.es 

For Joe Donatiello, a aelt~m-
~oyed Old Brid~ cabmetmater: the I they are sustain.able." 
~rice or adrn!~ .~ . the harsh. new HIP's rates had been the lowest 
Norid of~ health care In New 1n the state before it-foundered: A3 of 
Jersey~ easy to~~: A dollar a January 1998 it was charging $7,260 a 
~- ) year for an individual family plan, 
. •That's how much more Dona- compared with the state average 

:iello will p~ to replace the health then of$9,oeo. · · 
:ove~ _he. hadJhroµ,Jb HIP of New The same trends are happening 
Jersey, which coilapaed last month. nationwide, said MeUssa Gannon, 
!i1s new; plan, ~ ~ --~pay- vice president of wem· Rattnga, a 
ment.,, will · co.,t ~him P,>· mo.re per Florida orpnlzation that analyzes 
inonth. · · · · · · · ' ~ the ftnancial condition of Insurance 

"I guess there's not much you can companies across the cotmtry. 
:io," said Donatlello. "When you're "Beca~ the environment was so 

"As big 
companies 
swaDow~ 
smaBer ones, 
lf1eYare 
raising rates 
lo become 
profitable." 
-MELISSA 
(W.H)N, 
~ro.Jslry 
wt,,st 

dealing with a : competitive• (BMOI) were keeping 
big company like their rates down," but they were los­
that, you just get ing money, ·said Gannon. Now u big 
lett behind." companies swallow up smaller on~ 

Competition 
among health 
maintenance or-
g a nh at Ions , 
which !or years 
helped keep the 
price o! health 
care down, has 
now begun to 
squeeze out . 
weaker players - · 
like HIP, and like 
Prudentia l. 

they are raising rates to become prof­
itable. "In certain areas where the 
number of players is getting smaller, 



the (price) situation i., j u.,t wors~." Thinning the herd week. t.he Service Employtts lnte1:Jla-
Wlth RIP's collapse, the top three tional Union announced a $1-mlllion 

survtvtng HMOs enroll 64 percent of TI:i~ number of HMOs in New Jersey is drive to enlist doctor.. In the newly 
the state's 1.8 million comm'!rcial dw1ndfing, and membership is getting formed National Doctor3 Alllance. 
HMO subscribers - those who ;iur- concentrated in the largest firms. The Issue of consolidation has 
chase their coverage Individually or 1998 1997 1998 11199 also prompted close scrutiny oC the 
through their employers, rather tlln Number of proposed merger between Aetna and 
Medicare or Medicaid. The three gt. HMOs 26 23 18 16 Prudential. New Jersey Attorney : 
ant., wW control 70 percent oC che .............................................. .......................... General Peter Vemiero is Joining a · 
market it Aetna, tbe largest, ts al· Market share nationwide etrort by state attorneys ' 
lowed to complete It., proposed pur- percentages . general to examine the implications I 
chaae of Prudential's HMO bu.sin~ of 3 _1argest 53.3 56.6 57.8 53• or the proposed merger, and the Ced-
later thi.s year. Ten other companies •No11t: Thie wil ,,-.10 87.8% if AKiaNS eral government is conducting an I 
would ht competing tor the remain- Heelthc:arl wins IPPt0YII of pending acquisjllofl anti-tru.,t review oC the plan. · · 
Ing 30 percent or the bU5lnea. ~~ ~ ol Banldng New Jersey over the past live i 

Two years aro the top three nE ;AA-UOGEA and 1n11nne, years has passed a series oflaW3 rtiU· 1 
HMOs enrolled 5-t percent or the ----------- latlng HMOs, but It does not dlrec~ 
state's HMO S1.lb&cribers, and 18 control prices or try to manage the 
companies competed for the other 46 .. Records of 17 KM Os lncluded 1n a competitive forces In the Industry . . 
percent. "· 1995 state· study show that medical Last year the state enacted: the 

"There are many concerns" as spending among-the IO lhms that re- Health care Quality Act, which ·re­
compeWon shrfnb the anflable main in bu.sines., averaged 7-U cent., quire., physicians to make dedstpns 
choices, said Assemblywoman Char- per p~um dollar, wbile the lhms on health care and gives patients-op­
lotte Vandemlk (R-Bergm), chafr. _that went out of bu.sines., spent an portunlties to appeal an fmurer's de-
woman ot the A.wmbly Health Com• · ·average of 81 cent., of ~ery dollar daton to deny treatment. ~., • 
mlttee. "I think we have to do con- they toot In on medical care. In the wake of HIP's collaple• New 
stant monitoring." . ''I think It shows how the values Jersey Imurance Comm.Luloner Jay. 

State Insurance officials, whose of the entire system are Inverted Crom nee LaVecchla propo.,ed new rule#,to • 
baDdJJng of HIP's ffnanclal rnsts "drew a patient-centered approacll," sild beef up the state's ability to .. ~ 'I 
sharp criticism last year, 511 they ~ Wrlgbt. "Wall Street values those sure KMOs are ftnanciaDy ~t. 
nothing troublfng yet aboµt the er- companies that spend as little as J>OI· Lawmakffl a1ao are conaid~ a lill I 
feet., ot C(INC)Jkt~ :ID:. managed slble ~n a~ care for patlenta." , that would require HMOs to~~ a. 
care. "It's a ffl1 coiapeuttye market. Bigger companies can keep tund that would pay the -~ 
It's a market we certiJnly watch," heal.th costs In check by negotiatlni claims of any that tail. · · i.. 
said WlnDle Comfort, spokeswoman cheaper contrac~ with doctors and Since 1992 the state bas reqUiRd 
for the Department ot Banking and hospitals, said Fred Hfilman. spokes• Insurance companies that seJl .. BJIO 
Insurance. "There seems to ht man tor Horizon Blue Cros.vBlue _coverage to lndJviduab or companies 
enough coverage tor people who want Shield or New Jersey. Homon's HMO with fewer than 50 employees ,:: a 
to Join KMOa." .. : _ , Blue ls the third-largest HMO tn the small portion of the ovmll ~~-

Given the low ~ .HIP was ~te. to spend at leut 75 percent cl J.be 
charging, It 1s no surprtie that !ta cua- To keep prices from ruing mo,:e pmnluma they collect . on med!cal 
tomei's are ,eeq meuei u .thq° quickly, though, BWman wd savings treatment. Companies that f!lll:..to .J 
IIUl'letootberlmonri;alateomc!lls ~---tobe,_by meettbalslandazd"'G'ye,rmllll,._ 
said. : ·' . . :- . · medical treatment.,. · fund the dUl'erence to policyholders. 

'-rhe prices loot pretty cood over. t might ht the trade-otr we But when It comes to large corpo-
tlme," said Wardell Sanders. execu- . hav to makf he said. "We may have rate account., - groupa with more 
tive director of a state board that to ~t care. than 50 members - the HMOs are 
oversees the health ln.surance pro- Bobert Conroy, attorney !or the tree to negotiate whatever rates they 
gram.1 !or indMdual4 and small Medical Society oC New Jersey, says can. Those large ~ups have more 
groups. He said the consolidation has that la already happening as a ~d- power to bargain with Insurers for low 
. not reached the point o! ham ring tul ot~~ompanies come to d01runate rates, and the HM Os compete to otrer 

pe the den the best price. 
:ompetition and choice !or patients. '"Jlley're a lot more dimcult to Still. rates have been rising over• 
M'!'er 1s not I problem in and or It-- deal wJth; they're a tot les., wllllng to all According to the latest state idg-

selt. Statistics lled hv th stite accept doctors," said Conroy. 'They ures available, Including indlvim!al, 
comp .,, e really !mow they have serious market small and large-group polldes, HM{)s 

show the companies that have sur- power, and they're going to exert it." took in an average o! $1,765 In Prem!· 
vtved the scramb~e have pntrally That teMon has prompted doc• urns !or each man, woman and cllild , 
spent a smaller portion of their pre- tors In New Jersey and elsewhere to they covered In 1997 - a 12 percent 
mlum revenues on health care than look for ways to Join forces to counter increase from the year bt!ore .. 
have their failed competitors. Among the 1nt!uence o! the largest HMO's. So even large-group cust~mer3 o! 
the six companies that spent more Doctors In southern New Jersey that HIP - like the state of New Jersey­
than 80 cent.1 ot every premium dollar work for AmertHealth HMO are try- are seeing the kind of price hikes :qo­
on medical care in 1995, only two are Ing to form a union; the National natlello and other small purchqers 
still In bU5ineM. And one 1s Pruden- Labor Rtlatloru Board i., expected to are encountennr u they seek .. new 
tlal, on It., way to being acquired. rule this month on their petition. La.st health coverage. · · 
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Patietits' bill of rights 
gains Holt's backing . 

' . ';. ~ . 

By HARRIET~~ 
3

. , . the seriously and-chronically ill di• 
FREEHOU) BUREAU ; . l \o rect access to specialists and 

· · · . ·women ~ · access to gynecolo-
FREEHOID TOWNSHIP - Fresh· gists. It woijld allow patients un• 

man Rep. ~ P,. Holt. D-N.J ., happy wttl\i ~tment .. by their 
threw h1a support behind a pro-. .m,{O to~~~ance with an in· 
~ fed~l?&U,~ts• bill of rights .• ;!IP.~~\,; ·. ·· .. .... and permit law• 
yesterday, ~ , ~ legislation :,.·'iulta · · iJ™Oa for serious ln· 
would protect !irnlUes from lnsur• •'j ' • ·"'· - :.a •• ~-~ ultin fro .. .. ... • ,,;;. . • ''m . ury or-.u .,~ g m poor ance compan.les• _t seem ore ~,.;-;,,, -··.•;,;;, ·r · 
.... 1.ted N 1man ~ than. . care.~~- , ·t.·.:& : ~~-- wto-~~u• '"'.'"·."•"""' ··.·.,' I ','~;;"(i,,An " ff~ :bill ~ived some Min:us <M.u3.~· ·· ~ , , '!-" ·•" .. • •. bipi.rlliarf°'support last' year, but 

Local health ~ advocates said was µltimately defeated .by six 
Holt's endorsement : and 'similar votes: Opponents criticized the bill, 
praise from· other freshme1' De.mo- saying' it would clog already 
crats in ·~e. li~~;; ·~~st!1~ned . crowded courts with civil cases. 
the chancet th'-~Iµ,-~hich ~ nar: Holt's· support for the bill, cou­
rowly defea~)>y ttte -~t Con~, ' pled i,ith support from other Demo­
wtuld pass t1u.s year . . :, ·. ·: . · crata who · gained seats in Novem­

'S_peakµlg t~ ·a ~end]y:~wd of . be~1 )it~ th~ .~lk~illi~ that 
d~p. nflrses and others at Cen• tne bill would pass this year, sev­
traS_P.._~ Medical Center, "Holt - eral proponents of the measure said 
wboee· wife ls 'a physician .:... said yesterday. 
the bill would "guarantee that med- . "With the other shifts in Con­
ical decisions are not business deci• gress, Rep. Holt's sponsorship in­
sions." It would also preserve the deed may make the difference," 
crucial trust between doctors and said Anthony Wright, program di· 
patients, he said. rector of New Jersey Citizen Ac• 

"The bond between my wife and tiOJJ,._a cc n:;c.mcr watchdog group 
her patients is very important, and which had attacked Holt's predeces­
in fact, I believe 1t is sacred. Now, I sor, Republican Michael Pappas, for 
would say, it is threatened," he opposing the bill. · 
said. Rep. Frank J. Pallone Jr., D-N.J ., 

The patients' bill of rights would who co-wrote tne legislation. joined 
place more comprehensive regula• Holt at the hospital and said he 
tions on the way HMOs and other thought the bill had enough votes to 
managed care companies do busi- pass. . 
ness with patients, doctors, and hos- However, Pallone told the aud1-
pitals. The bill includes proposals to ence, the managed care lobby is 
do away with the so-called "HMO likely to stage a well-funded and in• 
gag rules," which prevent doctors tense effort to defeat the bill. 
from dlsc~lng c,rtaln treatments He urged those 1n grass-roots or-
with their patients. ~t ganlzatlons to CO!ltinue speakin8 

Addltlonally the bill would . give out about the bill. 
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New Jersey plans hearing 
on Aetna purchase of HMO 
By JONATHAN SCHUPP£ 
GANNETT STATE BUREAU 'J / ~ 

TRENTON - With physicians 
and consumer groups crying mo­
nopoly, state officials are examin• 
ing Aetna Inc.'s proposal to buy 
Prudential Insurance Co.'s health 
care programs and become an 
HMO giant in New Jersey. 

If the purchase is approved by 
regulators around the country 
and survives an antitrust review 
by the U.S. Justice Department, 
Aetna will be the nation's largest 
health insurer, with 22.4 mijlion 
policyholders . 

New Jersey regulators have 
scheduled a public hearing on the 
proposed merger for tomorrow in 
Trenton. The hearing isn't re­
quired by law, but officials have 
been criticized for their approval, 
without public input. of an unre­
lated _failed deal involving HIP 
Health Plan of New Jersey. . . ~ . -· - - . ........ . 

According to an analysis by the 
American Medical Association, 
Aetna would control 38 percent of 
the HMO market in New Jersey, 
including 59 percent coverage in 
Hunterdon County and 55 percent 
in Camden County. 

"If Aetna becomes the big go• 
rilla in town, and millions of indi­
viduals are pitted against it, you 
can see how people feel that 
would be unfair," said Uwe 
Reinhardt, a Princeton Univer• 
sity health care economist. 

Doctors have complained that 
Aetna's business practices bully 
them. They warn that if Aetna is 
allowed to scoop up the Pruden­
tial business, they'd risk financial 
doom by refusing the powerful 
Aetna's contracts. 

In recent years, the number of 
Hl'\l<)s in New Jersey has de• 
.:rcttsed from 27 to 16, according to 
B:.inking and Insurance Commis­
sioner Jaynee La Vecchia. 

Doctors also warn of unforgiv­
ing requirements that would trim 
reimbursements, limit patient 
visits and make It more difficult 
to flnd specialized care. 

"There is no assurance that 
they wm be l'easonable or careful 

, If Aetna becomes the big 
gorilla In town, and millions of 
individuals are pitted agajnst 
it, you can see how people 
feel that would be unfair., 

Uwe Reinhardt 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
HEM.TH CARE ECONOMIST 

t-

or kind with the people th.,;• deal 
with," said Vince Ma~. execu­
tive director of the M'edical Soci-
ety of New Jersey. - · i· 

Of the more than 2.4 million 
HMO customers in New J ersey, 
Aetna_ currently holds 844,000. 
Prudential's New Jersey HMO, 
Prudential Health Care flan, has 
106,000 members. 

Patient advocates add that com• 
petition would decrease, relieving 
market pressures to press premi• 
umsdown. 

"It doesn't serve the health care 
consumer if a health plan has so 
much more power than the pro­
viders," said Anthony . ight, a 
program director for. ew Jerse 
Citizen ActJan -

Aetna, which.b_pught NYLCare 
last year and ~- Healthcare in 
1996, announced the $1 billion 
purchase of Prudential Health 
Care Plan Inc. in December. Pru• 
dential Health Care's Hl't!O, point• 
of-service, preferred-provider-or• 
ganization. indemnity and dental 
plans will be merged into Aetna's 
health division, Aetna U.S. 
Healthcare. 

With the Prudential purchase, 
Aetna will become a dominant 
health insurer not only in New 
Jersey, but also In Texas. Georgia 
and Philadelphia. The deal has al• 
ready been approved by Connecti­
cut officials. 

Nationwide, the merger trend 
doesn't involve only Aetna: since 
1994, six large health insurers 
have eaten up 12 smaller ones. 

Aetna has argued th:.it there 
will still be room for smaller In• 
surers to remain competitive in 
its markets. Aetna also will have 

the opportunity to take adv:mtage 
of economies of scale to lower 
prices. 

"We believe it is a very vigor-­
ous market, and there will still be 
a lot of competition." said Aetna 
spokeswoman Betsy Sell. 

Reinhardt said sheer numbers 
do not make a monopoly. The true 
test will be how easy it is for 
other insurers to enter the mar­
ket and take business away, he 
said. 

In the wake of the Prudential 
purchase, the doctors have taken 
a rare action: asking the govern­
ment for help. 

Days after the Prudential deal 
was announced, AMA Executive 
Vice President E. Ratcliffe Ander• 
son Jr. fire'\ off a letter to the De• 
partment of Justice call1ng for an 
antitrust review: 

"By increasing its market 
power, Aetna will ... drive med­
ical decisions based on financial 
and stockholder expectations," 
Anderson wrote. 

Dr. Randolph Smoak, a South 
Carolina surgeon and an AMA of• 
ficial, said in a recent interview 
that the association had provided 
information to J ustice Depart• 
ment officials. He would not elab­
orate. 

"This is the first time the AMA 
has ever done this, question a 
merger or acquisition," Smoak 
said. 

Because New Jersey law re• 
quires regulators to approve all 1 

acquisitions of HMOs, the Depart­
ment of Banking and Insurance 
and the Department of Health and 
Senior Services are examining 
the deal. The departments say 
they plan to check whether the 
change of ownership will affect 
Aetna's ability to meet licensing 
requirements, whether Aetna's fi. 
nancial stability will be impacted 
and whether a monopoly is being 
created. 

Roger Shatzkin, a spokesman 
for Attorney General Peter G. 
Verniero, said his office is also 
looking for "any potential anti• 
competitive effects llnder the 
state's civil and criminal anti­
trust laws."1 J.--
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·R-eport outlines errors, deceptionat US Healthcare 
By RANDY DIAMOND 3 /& 
T1eo1011 &,uu 

Th, first-ever state examination 
of a Kealth maintenance organiza,­
tion's market practices found-s¢­
ous deficiencies in the way US 
Healthcare handled consumer 
complaints, paid doctors, and ad­
vertised its medical benefits. 

The report, which state officials 
,,-

approved for release two months 
ago, does not cover current claims 
and practices of Aetna/US 
Healthcare - the state's largest 
HMO, which was formed after a 
merger in 1997. The review looked 
at US Healthcare's business prac­
tices from October 1995 to Febru­
ary 1997. 

But the review paints a disturb-

ing picture of how US Healthcare 
conducted its operations. In addi­
tion to . mishandling consumer 
complaints and using deceptive 
advertising, . state regulators say, 
US Healthcare engaged in a pat­
tern of wifair trade practices by 
making· late payments. lo its doc­
tors and widerpaying medical spe­
cialists who were not part of its 

network. The state review, known 
as a market-coDduct survey, 
found: 

• A 92.5 percent error ratio in 
the company's headling of con­
sumer complaints. The state re­
viewed 40 complaint files and 
found errors in 37 cases. 

• Deceptive advertising in 18 of 
the 159 ads reviewed, or 11 per----

cent. The ads touted the com ­
pany's coverage for "emergeni:y 
medical care," without disclosini: 
the limits on such care, leading tu 
confusion among enrollees. 

• Problems in paying claims in 
42.7 percent of the 164 cases t hdl 
were reviewed. The prob~ms weu, 

See US HEALTHCARE Page A-16 
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mostly late payments 'or under­
payments to doctors. 

Betsy Sell, a apokeswoman (pr 
Aetna/US Healthcare, aaid 'the 
majority of i!\auea raised in the re­
port have been resolved. 

"This ia old news," she said, 
adding that the company was a na• 
tional leader in providing quality 
medical care. 

Althoush th• report only covera 
US Healthcare claims, it did ex­
tend to the first few months of 
Aetna/US Healthcare. The com­
pany's officials blamed some of the 
compliance problems on the merg­
er with Aetna, the report said. 

In a statement that accompa­
nied the report, Christine Grant, 
the acting commissioner of the 
Department of Health and Senior 
Services, said the HMO bas since 
corrected the problem of late pay­
ments to doctors along with most 
other violations cited in the re­
port. The state issued regulations 
last October requiring HMOs to 
make payments to doctors within 
60 days. 

Grant also said US Healthcare 
had hired 100 new examiner• dur­

· ing or after the state review to im­
prove claims handling prdcedures. 

But Dr. Randolph Smoake; a 
South Carolina aurgeon who 
serves as chairman of the Ameri­
can Medics!· .\ssociation's board of 
trustees, said Aetna/US Health­
care continues to have a poor 
reputation nationally among doc­
tors and patients. 

"They put patients through has­
sles to get the proper medical 
care," he said, adding that the 
company makes it difficult to get 
autho r ization for specialized 

· medical treatments. 
The release of the state report 

comes as Aetna/US Healthcare, 
already New Jersey and the na­
tion's largest HMO, seeks to grow 
ever bigger by acquiring PruCare 
- an HMO run by The Prudential 
Insurance Company of America. 
Doctors and medical groups op­
pose the merger, saying it would 
create a behemoth capable of dic­
tating the industry's standards for 
medical care and doctor reim­
bursement rates. 

Both the state Departments of 
Banking and Insurance and 
Health and Senior Services, which 
participated in the report on US 
Healthcare, must approve the pro­
posed merger before the company 
can operate in New Jersey. The 
state Attorney General's Office 
also is reviewing the deal. 

In addition, the AMA bas asked 
the U.S. Justice Department to 
block the merger, saying it would 
violute federal an ti trust law>1. 

An,tl{ony W rii<ht, a 11pokeRmnn 
for t-Yew Jer:1t!y Citi:.:en Action. u 
consumer organization that op• 
poses Aetna/US Healthcare acqui­
sition of PruCare, said the find­
ings in the market-conduct report 
heighten the group's concerns. 

"There's a certain arrogance re­
flected in ~he violations that could 
increase with the proposed take­
over of PruCare," he said. "Some 
oC the violation• auggeat the com­
pany bas so much market share 
that it doesn't care about its prac­
tices." 

At the time of the report, US 
Healthcare we,s the state's largest 
HMO, with 32 percent of the mar­
ket in New Jersey, the review 
shows. 

A report by the AMA says Aet­
na/US Healthcare would control 
about 38 percent of New Jersey's 
HMO market if it merges with 
PruCare. In Bergen County, the 
company would control 59 percent 
of the HMO market, the study 
concluded. 

care. 
The company, the :1t11te report 

snid, paid tho man $908 for immc• 
diate care in the emergency room. 
But the enrollee, believing he wu~ 
still covered for the emergency, 
failed to get a referral from his pri­
mary care physician to transfer to 
a hospital for complex surgical 
care, the report said. 

Seven other denials cited be­
cause of confusion over benefits 
were for smaller amounts, from 
$239 to $99. 

The state, however, did not ·or­
der US Healthcare to issue re­
funds . 

Winnie Comfort, a spokeswom­
an for the state Department of 
Banking and Insurance, said she 
was unable to explain why the 
state didn't order refunds. 

The state also did not impose 
any fines, which at the time could 
have amounted to $1,000 per day 
per violation. The · state's Health 
Care Quality Act, approved in 
1997, increased those fines to 
$10,000 a day. 

Tom Breslin, a spokesman for 
the state DepartuumL of HuulLI, 
and Human Service11, said the 
company was not t1ncd bec1111~c it 
worlu,d with 11!.ute roi;ululurH Lu 
correct the problems. 

As part of their examination of 
US Healthcare, state regulators 
reviewed at random 40 of the 1,491 
con11umor complaint" filod with 
the company. The examlners 
found the company failed in 32 
ca11ea to log the complaint until an 
average of 21 days after its receipt. 
In 18 of the 32 cases, the company 
took longer than 30 days, which is 
the state limit for responding to a 
complaint. 

In one case, state examiners 
found a complaint filed by a man ·· 
who believed the medical treat­
ment his wife received contributed 
to her death. The company, the 
report notes, mistakenly sent a let­
ter to the deceased· woman ac- · 
knowledging the receipt of her 
husband's complaint. 

Although New Jersey law re­
quires an HMO to provide its poli­
cyholders annually with detailed 
information on how to file and re­
solve complaints, the report notes 
the company gave only a general 
explanation in its enrollee maga­
zine, without saying bow to file a 
complaint. 

But Wright, the consumer group 
spokesman, said the state's deci­
sion not to fine US Healthcare 
sends the wrong message. "The 
lack of penalties creates a corpo­
rate precedent. You can do what 
you want to do and get away with 
it," he said. 

State regulators also did not or­
der US Healthcare to give refunds 
to doctors who may have been un• 
derpaid. The st~te examination 
found that the company, as a gen­
eral business practice, paid non­
network specialists only a portion 
of their fees, unless they filed an 
appeal to receive full payment. 

In its review of US Healthcare's 
advertising, the state looked at 159 
ads and found 18 of them, or 11 
percent, to be deceptive. The ods, 
the state report said, touted tho 
company's emergency care bene• 
fits, without explaining that the 
bonulil11 weru uvuilublo only fur 
life-threatening medical condi­
tions. 

The report said the ad!! may 
have misled some policyholders. 
In one case, the state found the 
company had refused to reimhurse 
ncurly $ l:i ,000 in medical b ill,i 1'11r 

"Two consecutive appeals re­
sulted in payment in full; any spe• 
cialist who did not appeal did not 
receive further payment," the re• 
port said. "The company's ac­
knowledged practice demonstrates 
that provider claim payments were 
not related to the amount of the 
claim, but rather to the per!li!I• 
tence of.~~~ provi1for in :1ccki11i; 
puyment. ·~ -



,. 

/'· 

~-ru-
~;rr< 

ICAN , DES MOINES 15 15 277 8003 P.01 

a:l~ 
l\Qi w'7!-
(l, i{ t(;.2,rv 

,. 
6M 1'11£ l>FA'I MOINES RECl6Ttll • TUESOA\' , Nmi!MBRR 2, 1m 

-Bottle drive 
l: wfil spotlight 
drug cost issue 
■ Groups in 18 states 
will be trying to send 
the U.S. House.speaker 
a message. ·· · 

By THOMAS I. O'.DONNELL 
RtrJ.fflR 91,_,; WllTElt 

A public interest . group will 
collect and ship ~tion drug 
bottles to C.Ongreas to ' demon­
ca.te the escalating cOtts of 
medkinea. 

The Iowa Citizen ActiOQ Net­
work will gather ·the b~es at 
Dt.s Moines' Carpenter Senioc 
Center, 1914 Carpenter Ave., 
from 10 a.m. to noon Th\Jl3da,y. 
Toe group also will relea.se stud­
ies on the rtslng cost of presaip­
ti.ons and the force., drlvi;ng costs 
up. ; 

The bottles will be · oomblned 
with ones ~ at. similar 
sites in Iowa and 17 other stat.es 
and sent to U.S. llo\.1$e Speaker 
Dennis Hastert, sald.Rkk KOiin, 
the network's executive director. 

•part of the concern ls. whether 
the price of pre~rfP.tion drugs is 
going up across the board fairly,• 
Kozin said. The network's 
research $hows ·people who lack: 
prescription drug Insurance Pl>' 
highet pricea for medications 
than do health maintenance 
organizations that strike deals 
with drug ll\aDWacturefs. The 
group is especlally · concerned 
about the uninsured and the 

eldcrty, who mu.st pay for pre­
scriptions under Medlwe or buy 
supplemental t.nsuranee. 

Mary RoeeBrownof Iowa Falls 
ai:td lier husband pay j:300 a 
~nth for Medi~ supplemen­
tal insurance that includes pre­
ecrl.ptlott coverage. Wtthoui it, 
they would·~ at lcut 4333 a 
mooth for ~ to treat Brown's 
diabetes and other ailment.a. 

Brown. 8MOdatc state coo.rdi­
nator for MRP, lo~ >mown 
u the Amerlcan ~ of 
Retired Pe~ said· to.roe peo,. 
ple have told_htr their dnlg cc_>D 
have doubled · u1 jmt 'three ! 
~th$. . . · .. ; , . 

· Deb Stehr of Lake View aaJd · · 1 
only her younger son. J~ 
bas INniranoe coverage throagh 
Medtcaiil because he has 9'!\'&e 
cerebral palsy. · Other Camily 
members t:l')' to treat Uielr m­
nesR3 with over-the-counter 
drogs. . 

Stehr la coUecting boU1es trom 
rela&ives and frlencm at the Sloux 
City ca.fe_wh_ereahe wodcs. 

Cent.nl Iowans who can't drop 
ott bottles at the Carpenter 
SeNor Center thurada.Y may. 
leave tf.em at the network's Des 
Moines office u 3620 Beaver Ave: 
~ugh Nov. 11. Bottles al8o are 
bt>mg c:olleded at the network's 
Iowa City office. 

llaportlf.m 11, 0'l)onMI ca M 
iMChedat 1!)214---M49w 
~.dmref-COffl 
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Campaign helps 
benefit programs 

Des Moines, la . - Twenly 
people representing labor, ser­
vice organizations, religious 
groups and other organizations 
launched a "Campaign for So­
cial and Healtl1 Security" Thurs­
day during a ceremony in u,e 
city. 

The Iowa Citizen Action Net­
work is working with organiza­
tions in 17 other states on the 
effort to raise awareness and 
protect programs such as Medi­
care and Social Security. 

The initiative will include a 
"rescue team" that will deliver 
pledges to presidential candi­
dates making the rounds in ad­
vance of Iowa's caucuses next 
winter. The pledges ask the 
caJ1didates to support financing 
for government healili initia­
tives and Social Security. 
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Patients bill emulates state law 

°"""'O>eta/T71,0.,- ­
TriclaaadCalYt.1..abr, I lcdlaaftslrt..._thdr __..can >, -u.tollltypYCN-IIMO... 

Biparti,un proposal in Co~ adds what 
~chlgan law doesn't - right to sue HMOs.. 

By Sarah A. Webster 
n.t~roltN~ • 

DETJU>ff -The propo&ed 
Patient BID olRifdits to be debat· 
ed in Congress this w«k bas ks 
rooa in Mlcbipn's own pat.leftt 
pnxrction Jaw, which enritles 
residents to trearment ar the 
dosat ~ room amoag 
ocher lhlnp. 

But lhe bipartisan biD ~ 
aorul by us.~ John Dir'8dL 
0-Dearbom. and Cll&l1cs Nor­
wood. R-G&. would provide a~ 

lcp ol scra,gth thoc thr state law 
lades: ~ right IO sue an HMO. 

Plttlent advoca1c,s in Michi• 
pn failed ro 111tt 1ha1 provision · 
included in the s<a1e law. ,.1,1ch 
wu ukd ro help shap,, rhe 
bipranlsanbilL Dr. Krishna Sawl>­
ncy. pres;drnr of rhe Michipn 
Sure Medial Society, said at a 
preu confttni« Monday at 
Sinai-<.race Hospital in Det.roiL 
7bc press ~wucaJJcd 
10 promoce the l'edenl bUI. 

A ~ of parlffltS. on hand 

w ith stories about health Insur· ·~ hassles. bcttBed us. l'Cptt­
scntoliYC< to hang the 1hrca1 of 
liability over rh~ companle5. 
Abou1 J m illion Mid\ipnlansarc 
co,,e,cd by HMOs. 

The parents of Jessica Baccus 
Lulctt, J4. of Royal OU. who died 
thKc w~cks ~ arc among 
rho« who believe they han 
somcthin!! ~ which to sue. 

nlda LIJktt said she hu been 
anbrotled In a fll!ht wilh )eS&lca's 
Medicaid~~ 
Ornnluitt. since May. Calvin 
Lum stood by his wife. holdint! • 
plcrure of thrir da"(lhccr. 

lnsia. wbo had a metabolic 

d~. had a bnin ~ • put 
In on May •• In an eO'on ro ha.It 
rhe numerous disruptive sclnues. 

In a lcner postmark.eel May 12. 

the Lukc:rs -~ nodlled th.at 
Medicaid bad put )c'Sslca inro 
QnvuCa"'- dfec:tM: M.ly L Omni­
Care then n,f'ulled to pay for the 
SW1ll"'Y Je.ic:I had thr day bdoff. 
because • _, authorittd. 

-We wett fipnng the HMO 
IJ Jessica W B fightlt111 ~ her 
life." Tricia Lum said. 

On Sept. IO, Jessica died. 
Wh.Ue the l.ul<as don't blame 
the H M O f« thew d....,,rer"s 
death. rhey would lllte 10 sue for 
rhe cost of her surp:cry. 

Bur HMO• are prorect•d 
from lawsuus by the 14»4 1-• 
dtsi@:ned ro pn,vent employff$ 
from sulnjt emp'°Y""' for madc­
quare benrf'irs. 

"They make major mrdic:al 
decisions. and they ,._ 5efblS 
consequence&.· Sawhney s.>id. 
"They should be held accoun,ablt." 

Gregory Mosn. president n ( 

OmnlC-e. denied rhar th• 
health plan n,fused paymcnr o ( 
the bill lll'ld s.aid he would be 
happy 10 mccr with rhc Luker 
family 10 discuss any problems. 

Manl(OOd care o,itanizarions 
are f'i~rinA the parient bill, say• 
ing that Ir will in<:reasc cosrs. 

+ 
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Protest targets HMO reform ' . 
": , • ..,.. 4 ; :.· 

·,_=: ~ f ·-1t.i-::~r · 
. ~ PATIUCCO.. 9' HMO, andocherspecialinter­
~ Thr Enquinr t- ests who do oot want a s~ 
A handful of local commu- patient bill of rights passed.• 

nity activists met by the "We are calling on the sen-
Sojourner Truth Monument ator to support the people, 
Tuesday to lobby U.S. Sen. not bis cash constituents.• 
Spencer Abraham to support Joe Davis, spokesman for 
a strong "Patients 81.U of Abraham, said the senator 
Rights," which is currently was not influenced by spe­
being discussed in Congress. cial interests and bis voting 

Deb Sallee, presjdent of the. record proves iL 
A. Phillip Iundolph Institute "He voted specifically 
of Battle Creek. told a group ol against certain provisioos su~ 
nine people Tuesday Abra- ported by the iosura.oce irdJs.. 
ham was unduly influenced by try when he voted oa the bill," 
insurance and health care said Davis. "He supported the 
companies. key prow.ion allowq doctors 

wrhere are 11s.570 reasons to make medical necessity 
why Abraham an find to vote decisions.• 
against a strong patient but Abraham also supported 
of rights," she said. -i'his rep- longer hospital stays for 
resents the number of dollars · women who have maJtec-

be bu ~:i gom - yfBiies Ill f P'Pltr ffl;; 

nal review board for HMO 
patients who feel they dkl not 
get adequate medical care, 
said Davis. 

Different versions of the 
"Patient Bill of Rights• have 
been passed by both the 
U.S. Senate and the House 
of Representatives, and a 
conference committee has 
been formed to debate and 
discuss the bill, which is 
supposed to guarantee ade-

~. t,.J........,1.,._ 

. '·-

quate health care to all cit- .IOMIWNTllCDIQUlla.-
izens. Del,I Salee, .......,..of,1-

While Davis said he did not BatUe Creek c,.,._o1u.. A. 
agree with Sallee's opinions, Pllllllp Randolph lutltute, 
he acknowledged the impor- st>e* ulng Tunday 
tance ofheaJth care issues on airtemoon's prote5t nly-At 
all political levels. Momnent Par1c. 

'7bat sounds like normal . 
grassroots activism. We are . involved <in the debate..lt's a . 

§111 858Bkastte ISUiS( (Ti Mn· t; if 3 
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Backers of patient rights go on the offensiv1 

Nov 5 Ulll9 12:00M1 By Kaltlleen Gnly NIM Rll)OIW 

Even though the patient blll of rights won't be crafted until next 
citizens already Is taking Its message straight to polltlclans. Abo1 
gathered In front of the Southfield office of U.S. Sen. Spencer . 
the Auburn HIiis Republican to support the bill of rights passed 
House. 

r, a group of 
so people 
him to urge 
eU.S. 

The House version differs from the Senate bill In one key arei: T e House blll 
gives pa0tlents freer reln to sue health maintenance organlzatlo If the HMOs 
re□fuse to pay for treatment for an Insured paottent and the pall nt 
subsequently is severely injured or dies. A conference commltt is being put 
toge other to reconcile the bills, but It Isn't expected to begin until next 
year. 

Those gathered outside Abraham's office - members of the Se 
Employees International Union local 79, the Gray Panthers, the 
Adion for New Oir□ectlon and Michigan Citizens' Adlon - accu: 
flrst-tenn senator of voting for the Senate versiOn because of thep>ntrtbution 
he's received from Insurance companies In the pest five years. ·qouars are 

Nov 2. 1999 Election conupttng our fight for the patient bill of rights,• said Fem Katz, a 
Results spokeswoman for WAND. "Unlimited soft money has corrupted c+r system until 
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It's unrecognizable." 

Joe Davis, a spokesman for Abraham, rejeded that argument. Al 
for amendments to the bill that were op□posed by HMOs, said D1 
allowing doctors, rather than HMOs, to make medically necessa 
patients; stopping "drive-thru" mastedomles by requiring hospfta 
patients to stay in the hospital longer after an operation If medi, 
allowing self-employed people to deduct 100 percent of their pu1 
care from their taxes; and allowing OB-GYN doctors to be cat1 
primary care physicians. 

"The Senator was one of three Republicans who voted to give d1 
to make medical decisions. It's a bit disingenuous for them to sa 
supports HMOs in this bill." 

Opinion: 
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Harvard Pilgrim Health Care takeover ext- z's, 1't't'I 

Journal photo/MARY MURPHY 

TAKING A STAND: Members o f Ocean State Action express concern about health-care changes. including the Harvard Pilgrim 
dissolution, and pay tribute to the late Sen. John H. Chafee at a rally yesterday at Memorial Square Park in Providence. 

Hot-line callers get answers 
he state Department of Health 
continued to field questions 
yesterday from worried Harvard 
Pilgrim Health Care subscribers. 

Helen Drew, legislative liai­
son. said that about 200 people called 
the department's hot line yesterday, 
down slightly from 230 Tuesday. 

"It's the people who have more 
vulnerable health needs - retired or 
those with disabilities or people who 
are paying for their own health 
insurance," Drew said. "They are 
sensitive to what's going on and 
very appropriately so." 

Most people were able to get 
through on the first call. Health De­
partment employees have tried to give 
out the latest information, even 
though the answers aren't always 
comprehensive. Drew said. 

The hot line. 1-800-942-7434. will 
be staffed from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
least through Dec. 31 , Drew said. 

Here are some of the most frequently 
asked questions. 

- ELLEN LIBERMAN 

What's going on with 
Harvard Pilgrim? 

Harvard Pilgrim Health Care of New 
England members are insured through 
Dec. 31 and can get medical care - that 
hasn' t changed. 

The role of the state is 10 protect mem­
bers, contract providers and the publ ic. 
HPHC-NE (the Rhode Island health plan 
only) has financial problems so serious that 
the Depa11ment of Business Regulation 
took control of the organization. The health 
plan will go out of business Dec. 3 I. The 
centers might continue to operate and pro­
vide medical services, but that is not cer­
tain. The state will help HPHC-NE mem­
bers move 10 other health plans. 

Any current member who moves to another 
plan canno1 be denied insurance coverage due 
10 a preexisting condition i f 1hey have been in­
sured by HPHC-NE overche last 12 months. 

I have First Seniority 
- what should I do? 

Harvard Pilgrim will continue to serve its 
plan enrollees until Dec. 31. The nearly 6,000 
Medicare beneficiaries enrolled in Harvard 
Pilgrim Health Care are guaranteed health-

f · .I 
1 .t . 
\:'· 
-~ 

.
~1~rl , 
.~ '-

Jou,nal file phOtolJOHN FREIOAH 

NO SHOT IN THE ARM: Harvard Pi lgrim 
Health Care nurses prepare meningitis vacci­

nations in February 1998. 

care coverage under the federal program, but 
they will need to make a decision abou1 how 
they wish 10 receive their health care after 
the end of the year. 

Affected beneficiaries who choose to 
enroll in another health-maintenance organi­
zation may do so during November and 
December for se1vice 10 begin on Jan. I. 
Beneficiaries who wish 10 retum 10 original 
fee-for-service Medicare can also purchase 
supplemental insurance policies. 
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Medicare will send a le11er to all 
First Seniority members within the 
next IO davs. The le11er will describe 
your options for health coverage. 
Read 1he lener carefully and if you 
have questions call the Stale Health 
Insurance Assismnce Program 1-
800-322-2880 ext. 212 or the 
Medicare Choices Helpline I -800-
6:l3-4227. 

I buy my health insurance 
directly from HPHC-NE. 
Should I pay the November 
and December premiums? 
Yes. pay your premium and HPHC­
N E will conunue 10 provide for cov­
ered se1vices through Dec. 31. A let• 
ter coming to you from HPHC-NE will 
explain your options. The state is 
working on increasing the op1ions 
available to Individual Members (di­
rect pay). 

I am a retired government 
employee and have HPHC­
NE; what should I do? 
If you are a retired federal employee. 
contact your fo,mer personnel office 
for funher infom1ation. 

If you are a retired Rhode Island 
state employee contact the state per­
sonnel office at 222-220:1 ext. 222. 

I am a COBRA member, 
what should I do? 
COBRA members should call their for­
mer employer for more info1mation. 

How will I get my medical 
records from HPHC-NE? 
I f you ask for your records now. the 
HPHC-NE policy is that you pay for 
the copies. If your new provider asks 
for the reco,·ds before Dec. :l l , the 
records will be transferred 10 that of­
fice w11hout charge. 

HPHC-NE and the Depa11ment of 
Business Regulat ion will provide for 
the security and transfer of mem­
bers' medical records through a firm 
that specializes in medical records. 

I have an appointment at 
one of the health centers 
for December; will they be 
open? 
Yes, the centers will remain open and 
provide se,vices 10 HPHC-NE mem­
bers unt il Dec. 31. 
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Welfare director: ~\,, ·,i 
:, surance for all 

'e 1inently doable' 
■ Chri~tinc Ferguson tells 
legislators the state can find a 
way 10 guarantee health 
i n~urance for a II Rhode 
Is lander,. 

8y BRIAN C. JONES 
Jourrwl smrr Write, 

PROVIDENCE - Wilh the health 
insurance cns1s worsenmg. the 
state's welfare director said yesterday 
she is confident Rhode Island can 
come up with u system to make sure 
all residents have health coverage. 

Christ ine C. Ferguson. d,reaor or 
the Depa,,ment of liuman Sc" •iccs. 
said the goal 1s to fill in the blanks of 
the CUITCnt health in.sum nee system. 
not create a brand-new universal 
system. 

But in l ight of lhe collapse of Har­
vard Pilgnm Ilea Ith Care of New 
England. plus the ,ising number of 

working poor who can't afford high• 
er premiums. Ferguson said the 
effon to creme a new state pr"!,'r8m 
takes on more urgency. 

The state's cxpe,icnce in running 
the RltcCare prowam that provides 
coverage to the poor. Ferguson said. 
gives her hope Rhode Island can de• 
vise some son of plan. 

"The1•e's a lot of things we've 
learned in the past five year.I that 
make me very confident that it is 
possible 10 have a rea.,onably pri~ 
health 1nsu1-ance package that 
everyone can buy:· she told a 
legislative het1ring 

Turn 1c, INSURANCE. Poge A· / I 

INSIDE: R.I. division blamed 
for Harvard Pilgrim's money 
troubles. A· 1 D 
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" I think that is eminently doable. 
it is eminent ly doable in this state," 
Ferguson said. 

Ferguson has been looking into 
developing a unique Rhode Island 
program for guamnteeing health in­
surance to all . both at the urging of 
her boss. Governor Almond, and be­
cause the General A,scmhly has 
mandated trot such a study be made. 

Last night. Ferguson said Almond 
has also a5ked her 10 see if a special 
cffon can be made by the end of the 
year to cover those persons being 
dropped by Harvard Pilgrim who may 
not be able to find new insurance. 

Ferguson was more doubtful aboul 
being able to do that, she said ia an 
inteiview after she htid tesiificd at a 
House commission studying prob­
lems in the health insurance indusuy. 

lnere may not be enough time to 
come up with a plan specifically to 
help Harvard Pilg,im subscriber.I 
berore Dec. 31, when 1he health 
maintenance organization goes out 
of business. 

But Almond has told her to speed 
up the overall insurance ~1udy. com­
plet ing it in January or Februa,y. 
rather than the April I deadline that 
the legislarure had set. she said. 

Besides the Harvard Pilgrim fail­
ure. Ferguson said a sudden rise in 
health insurance premiums by the 
companies that are still in business 
is creating another crisis. 

Blue Cross & Blue Shield or Rhode 
ls~,nd and Unitedllcalthcare of New 
England ha"e both said they are boo61· 
ing mies by as much a.5 15 percent -
and some indiYidual employers have 
said their premiums have incre.1.sed l)y 
20. 30 percent and more. 

Ooc consequence is thut thou­
sands of worl<er.1 have been unable to 
ufford 1he subsequent hike in co­
payments for the premiums. she said. 

As a result. about 10.000 ~ t>le 
have moved into the RJ1eQirc pro­
gram in lhe past four months. boost• 
ing enrollment tO 90,000. Originally 
cstat>lish~'(I for children. RltcCm-c 
takes parents if their incomes arc 
within 185 percent or the federal 
J)OVcny levels. 

Ferguson did not estimate how 
much the new enrollees could cost 
the ~,ate. which sha res the expense 
or the health-cm·e progrmn wuh the 
fcdcml government. under the M ed­
ic.,id program. 

And she was deliherately shy on 
details of jus1 what kind ofn plan the 
slate could come up with. 

She said it miw,t take 1he fonn of 
subsidies to employer.1. 10 help them 

.i, <.·ope with the cost of their insurance 
pla~. or t<• worker~ 1hcmM!lvcs. 

Ferguson said what is imponant 
is 1h31 the current fom of providing 
health insurance - mainly through 
workplace-fund<.'(! plans - not be 
dropped. 

Ferguson's optimism about being 
able to a1 lea<Jt suggest a plan under 
which the state might help the unin• 
sured was a rare ray of light in what 
has been a dismal health-care piaure. 

The failure of 1he Harvard Pilgrim 
system in Rhode Island is the most 
obvious pan of what some expens 
are describing as a health care crisis 
in the state. 

I larvard Pilgrim has been the 
state·s third-largest insurer. and now 
more lhan 100,000 of its subscriber.I 
are having 10 find new insurance 
coverage before year's end. 

But in addi1ion. all insurance com• 
panies have had troubles: Blue Cross 
lost millions of dollar.1 in the last 
three year.1, and UnitedHealthca,-c 
had a big loss last year. 

Tii E LEGISu\TIVE COM~IIS• 
SION was fomcd last spring during 
the General A,;sembty's drive to en­
act a new law to cover sales of health 
insurance companies. after Blue 
Cross had toyed with the idea of 
putting itself up for sale. 

House Majority Leader Gerdrd M. 
Manineau. the chairman. said he want• 
ed the t'Olnmission to look into possible 
new k.--gislntion to deal with health 
insurance. a.~ well as to look at other 
pans of the sickly medical system. 

Also testifying last night was Dr. 
Patricia A. Nolan, state director or 
health. 

Nolan was asked whether Rhode 
Island might be a laboratory of sons 
for trying to solve the health-oover­
age quandary, because it is so small. 

She said that its small size might 
aaually work against it But she said 
that banding together with Massa­
chusetts and Connecticut might cre­
ate a bigger base from which 10 
address such problems. 

Nolan said o~ of the issues with 
health care is I hat nobody wants sec• 
0nd•rate medical treatment. But few 
relish the thought or paying higher 
premiums or taxes to buy it. 

"We want high quality health 
care," Nolan said. " Nobody wants to 
purchase the minimum quality . 
nobody wants to know that their 
doctor graduate</ l ru.1 in his class." 
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Coalition calls for a DEPCO-Iike health comlllission 
■ Governor Almond 
dismisses the proposal. saying 
the state has responded 
appropriately to health­
insurance problems. " I don't 
understand how you could 
possibly do anyihing more" 
with a new agency. he says. 

By BRIAN C. JONES 
J04.lmaJ Starr Write:r 

PROVIDENCE - Health-care 
ae1ivists yesterday proposed an 
agency similar to the one 1ha1 helped 
Rhode Island solve the banking cri• 
s is - this time 10 deal wi1h the 
health insurance crisis. 

.. We all remember DEPCO. Ir's 
time for HEPCO," said Kare Coyne­
McCoy. a sp0keswoman for the 
Health Care Organizing Project. 

Panemed on the Oeposi1ors Eco­
nomic Protection Corp0ra1ion. a 
new health agency could provide the 
same urgency and problem-solving 
abili1ies to issues facing health insur­
ers that OEPCO brough1 to the fail­
ure of stare credit unions and banks 
e1gh1 years ago, Coyne-McCoy said. 

Put Governor Almond. in1er­
viewed after Coyne-McCoy and <ev 
eral others hekl a Seate House news 
conference. rejected the idea. He 
said the stare has already taken 
appropria1e steps. 

Almond noted lhe state's takeover 
of ihe Rhode Island unit of Harvard 
Pilgrim Health Care, which will shul 
down Dec. 3 1 because ils Massachu­
setts managers are no longer willing 
10 subsidize millions of dollars in 
annual losses. 

"We've got a receivership, 
through DBR (1he Department of 
Business Regula1ion1:· Almond said. 
" I don"t understand how you could 
possibly do anything more by trying 
10 set up a whole new agency." 

Another speaker a1 1he news con• 
ference. Mani Rosenberg. ques­
tioned whe!her Almond has done 
enough to resolve the problems cre­
ated by Harvard Pilgrim's failure. 
which has been compounded by the 
decision of a second health insur­
ance company - Tuhs Health Plan 
- to quit Rhode Island. 

"Clearly, 1he person who c-,1n do 
,i, the most is Governor Almond," 

R~n~rg~'.d. 

The Republican governor said 1he 
stale has moved quickly, and he sug­
gested that his critics migh1 have 
political motives. . . 

.. 1 don't know wha1 1he cnucism 
is," Almond said. 'Tm not going_ 10 
get in10 a congressiona_l campaign 
over this, if that's lhe intenl here. 
This is 8 serious issue on health care 
in Rhode Island. and we've got 10 
rake a look a1 it." 

Coyne-McCoy is a candidate for 
the Democr.uic nomina1ion in the 
2nd Congressional District. She is 
also executive director of the Rhode 
Island chapter of 1he Nacion•! Asso· 
ciation of Social Workers. which has 
been outspoken on health-care 
issues. 

The Health Care Organizing Pro­
jeCI is a coali1ion of union, profes• 
sional and communuy groups, and 
has been ae1ive in the debate over 
for-profit hospitals and insurance 
companies. 

Its proposal yes1erday for . a 
"health equiry protection commis• 
sion" ou1lined three goals. 
■ Help cloctors. hospitals a':d 

other heahh-care providers get mil­
lions of dollars they say 1hey are 
owed by Ha,vard Pilgrim. Coyne­
McCoy said 1he Massachusetts par­
ent company has more 1han SI OO 
million in net wonh 1ha1 could pay 
the back bills. 
■ Coordina1e the efforts of vari­

ous state agencies - the Depart· 
·men1 of Heahh. the anomey gener­
ars office, the Oepanmen1 . of 
Human Services and DBR - which 
have a role in heahh care. 
■ Fashion new laws to "protect 

consumers and providers from a 
repeal perfom1ance by other insur­
ers." 

Meanwhile, Rosenberg. anothe'. 
spokeswoman for the advocates 
coah1ion. said the group would cir­
cula1e a peti1ion to urge "strong stale 
leadership" to deal wilh heallh-care 

issues. PCO 
The periuon asks for a OE · 

like "en1iry"; a guarantee of heahh 
insurance for all; provisi~ns chat 
parients keep their doetors if h~alth 
plans fail: and a consumer advisory 
comminee al the Oepanmen1 of 
Business Regulation. 

Almond said there are "apples• 
:1and-oranges" differences berween 
- the ti.,nking and . hea!th-care 

episodes, beginning w11h his view 
that individual consumers are nm 
losing money the way 1h~1 deposi• 
rors did when the banks failed. 

Most consumers, he said. ':eed co 
find new heahh insurance. which the 
state is trying 10 help them do. AS for 
the worries of hospitals and others 
chat they won't get paid. he said 
DBR would seek payments through 
a coun receivership, having already 
fonnally taken over Harvard Pil• 
grim. . 

"The losses, if any, would be w11h 
the providers. and we are working 
hard through the receivership to 
recover that ," Almond said. 

Almond said it's 100 early. since 
Harvard Pilgrim is still opera1ing, to 
cell how much the bills will be and 
what funds will be left to pay for 
chem. 

The Rhode Island Medical Society 
has said its physician-members are 
worried they will be a1 1he end ~f the 
line in a payout of any remaimng 
Harvard Pilgrim assets. 

Similarly. the Hospital AsSOcia-

1ion of Rhode Island has said 1he 
state's hospi1als beheve chat Harvard 
Pilgrim owes chem between S25 mil­
lion and S30 million. 

One nerworl< of hospitals. Care 
New England, which includes 
Women & lnfan1s, Ken1 Counry 
Memorial nnd Burler psychiatric 
hospilals, has filed suit in Superior 

Court, saying the insurance compa• 
ny owes $8 million. 

As far as the prnposal for univer­
sal heallh insurance, Almnnd repeal· 
ed tha1 he has assigned his director 
nf human services, Christine Fergu• 
son, 10 develop a plan to provide 
health insurance for those who don '1 
gel it nnw. 

Ferguson oversees the sta1e·s 
RlleCare program, which provides 
health main1enance organization 
coverage for 90,000 low-income chit• 
dren and their parents . 

Almond said 1ha1 .. the next steps 
will come logically 10 make sure we 
:an cover as many people as we 
:an.'' 
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Evans says decisions 
should change hands 
lylaonuc-t-
Stoi>tl ""ltt 

EAST MOLINE - Health cared&­
cisions need to be placed back in the 
hands of doctors and patientt, In­
stead of managed-care companies 
looking only at the bottom-line, con­
gressman Lane Evans S3ld Thurs­
day. 

Rep. Evans, D-Rock Island, joined 
Illinois State Council of Senior Citi­
iens ~sident Dell Morrison and 

iti%en ActionlIDinols executive di­
rector John 
Cameron: to an­
nounet! their sup­
port of a recently 
announced "Bi­
partisan Consen• 
sus Managed 
Care Improve-
ment Act." 

Signs held be­
hind the three 
speakers as they Lane 
addressed a 
crowd ot about 25 Evans 
people at the 
South MoliM Township Senior 
Center in East Moline read .. Hey 
Congress: ~ss the Patients Bill of 
Rights" and "Protect patients not 
HMO Iesulation." 

Key provisions of Uw patient pro, 
tection bill supported by Qep. Evans 
include direct a~ess to speciality 
care, emerpncy ca%'Q even if tnat• 
mentjs delivered at f:icilJties ?ot 

covered under an HMO, and contl: 
nuity of care despite network or 
plan changes. 

Other components promise pa­
tients acce5$ to clinical triah, an ap- · 
peal P.r<>te6-S for HMO decisions. 
and allow lawsuits to be filed· 
against .HMOs when authorization 
refusals result in a patient's death 
or impainnent, be outlined. 

The most important part. be said, 
was eliminating a so-called "gag 
order," giVini patients the right to. 
know of all treatment options. 

Gov. Georce Ryan recently signed · 
a similar bill, but it applies to peo• · 
ple covered only under state-m3l1• 
aged plans. Mr. Cameron said. MOGt 
peoplv are covered by federnl•man• 
alf!(i plans, rnaking a federal bill" 
critical, he said. 

U.S. Department of Labor statis: 
tics estimate 6.2 million Illinoisans • 
arc covered by health =e pl.ans ex• 
emptQd from the new state require­
mmits. 

Another important reason to re-: 
!orm managed care is the rising : 
number of complaints made against : 
HMO plans in llllnoiS, Mr. cameron·. 
said. Complaints increased by 11° · 
percent in each of the last two 
years, h• !iaid. · 

Mr. Morrison c.iutioned senior, . 
citizens to c:irefully . check out 
HMOs before they join them. 



Y' NEWSPAPER IN CENfRAL KANE COUNTY SINCE 1881 . Fri~y, October 1, 199~ 

Communities KANE COUNTY CHRONI 

Rally cry 
Protesters c·riticize Hastert on Medicare issu~ 

By MARK FOSTER 
Kane County Chronicle 

BATAVIA - Demanding 
xpanded prescription drug 
overage and no cuts in 
1edicare benefits, a group of 
!hicagoans from a coalition 
f advocacy agencies rallied · 
'hursday in front of U.S. 
louse Speaker ·Dennis 
lastert's district office. 
The -50 protesters carried 
lacard.s, chanted slogans 
nd criticized Hastert on the 
fedicare issue. Their leaders 
1et briefly inside the office 
rith Hastert spokesman 
ohn McGovern. After about 
5 minutes, the group packed 
p and left. . 
Bat.avia police kept watch 

ver the . rally and communi­
ated the desire of the lead­
rs to. meet with Hastert's 
taff. Police Commander 
ohn Albertson said the pro­
:l Ster s. were well-behaved 
nd caused no problems. 
It was the fifth rally or 
rote st held in front of 
[astert 's· office since he 
ecame speaker of the 
(ouse. 
This time, the protesters 
·ere from Illinois Citizen 

Council of Seniors and Metro 
Seniors in Action. 

They were demanding a 
commitment from Hastert to 
vote against any legislation 
that would . privatize Social 
Security or Medicare, turn 
Medicare over to HMOs or 
private insurance plans or 
would cut Social Security or 
Medicare benefits .. 

John Cameron of Illinois 
Cit~zen Action charged that· 
as speaker, "Hastert has 
allowed proposals to move 
forward that woul d force 
Medicare beneficiaries into 
HMOs, while stalling legisla­
tion to improve prescription 
drug benefits." 

Medicare recipient Louise 
Jarog of Chicago, one of the 
protesters, said she has 
spent $1,350 on prescription 
drugs so far this year. · 

"I was thinking of bringing 
my prescription list for 
Speaker Hastert," Jarog said. 

Hastert was in Washing­
ton, working on spending 
plans for the federal govern­
ment. 

The speaker is supporting 
the Republican legislative 
package that would proyide 
he~~th-~ar~ .cov~!}~ge for ~he 

·~1\'1 
1 

Bob Gerrard - Chronide phc 

Martha Wilson of Chicago shouts for expanded presaiption 
coverage and no cuts in Medicare benefits at a rally an frc 
U.S. House Speaker Dennis Hastert's district office in Batavi 

sured citizens. . 
The legislation includes 

tax-free Medical Savings . . . .......... 

deductibili ty of indivi 
insurance premiums fo: 
s e. I f - e ~ p 1 o y e d 



WESI EHN SUBURBS 

Tribune photo by Mar1o PetltU 

lullhorn diplomacy: William McNary, legislative director for Citizens Action Illinois, leads a group 
,f seniors in a protest Thursday In ·front of the Batavia office of U.S. House Speaker Dennis Hastert (R­
I.). The group wants Hastert to defend Medicare choice and improve benefits for seniors. 

' D Chicago Tribune, Friday, October 1, 1999 Section 2 3 
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1 Seniors are latest group to protest at Hastert's office 

BY ERICA MELTZER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

I j A group of Chicago area senior 
1 cit;izen..activists joined the growing 
, list of protesters Thursday who 

I
. have made the trek to U.S. House 

S~aker Dennis Hastert' s Batavia · 
omce. · 

r Chanting "Hands off Medicare," ! about 50 protesters from Metro 
• Seniors in Action, the Illinois Coun­

cil of Senior Citizens, UNITE 
Senidrs and Citizen Action 
marched in a circle on River Street 
for about an hour. . 

In the middle of the marchers, 
five protesters wearing orange life 
preservers sat perched in a yellow 
dinghy. 

They held a sign that read, "Don't 
sell senior citizens do~ the river." 

"He's not just 
Congressman Hastert 
from t~e 14th District, 
and he has an 
obligation to listen to 
everyone:" 

- John· Cameron, 
executive director, 

Citizen Action 

They had come to e~~e~s sup­
port for a Patient Bill of Rights and 
the Allen bill, which would provide 
seniors with discounted pnces on 
prescription drugs. 

Three versions of the Patient Bill 
of Righf;S are expected to come up 

for a vote next week. Action on the 
Allen bill has stalled. 

As when activists for the disabled 
and for abortion rights came to 
Batavia, Hastert was not in his 
office. · · 

A small delegation was allowed to 
speak privately with J ohn McGov­
ern, Hastert's press secretary. 

One woman gave McGovern a 
list of the prices of more than a 
dozen prescription drugs she must 
take. 

McGovern said afterward· that 
Hastert was concerned about the 
cost of prescription drugs and 
access to health care, but the 
Republican speaker doesn't agree 
with the protesters' solutions. 

He also pointed out that the pro­
testers did not come from 
Hastert's 14th District. 

"Many of these _people· obviously 
are not from Speaker Hastert's dis­
trict," he said. "Chicago is repre­
sented by a number of congress­
men, all of whom have offices in 
the city, and I think they'd be bet­
ter off talking to. the people who 
represent them." : 

John Cameron, executive direc­
tor of Citizen Action, said hisi. rga­
nization bas almost 2,000 me rs 
in the 14th District, but they c uld­
n 't attend the protes t bee use 
many work durin~ the day. He also 
said that Hastert s position means 
he must look beyond his own dis­
trict 

"He is the speaker of the U.S. 
House," he said. "He's not just 
Congressman Hastert from the 
14th District, and he has an obliga­
tion to listen to everyone." 
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Seniors ask Hastert to remember health issues'!: 
By Mike Norbut 
STAFF WRITER 

BATAVIA - Martha Wilson was 
ready if the streets here suddenly flo6d-
ed. · 

Decked out in a bright orange life 
vest, a yachting cap and dark sunglass­
es, the 70-year-old Chicago native sat in 
a little yellow fishing boat parked rjght 
in front of House Speaker Dennis 
Hastert's disbict office. 

Wilson-wasn't waiting for a deluge to 
wash her away, though. Rather, she was 
hoping Hastert . would see her 
metaphorical message about Medicare. 

"We don't want to sink," Wilson said. 
"We have to keep above water." 

About . 40 seniors - nearly all · of 
whom came from Chicago - staged a 
rally outside Hastert's office Thursday 
morning, calling on the speaker to keep 
the elderly in mind in upcoming federal 
budget negotiations. 

Chanting slogans like, "Don't sell 
seniors down the river," and "Don't 

i 

push seniors into HMOs," the crowd 
spent less than an hour venting -their 
frustrations about the current health­
care system, including high-priced pr~ 
scripticins and expensive managed care 
premi~ . . 

"We want them to know what we 
want, in case they don't know," said 
Chicago resident Nellie Durrell, a mem­
ber of Metro Seniors in Action. "We 
want the right to sue HMOs. We want 
prescriptions to be cheaper." . 

'Mute of the House' 
Seniors asked Hastert to sign a 

pledge saying he would vote against 
legislation to privatize Social Security 
and Medicare, he would support a 
patient's Bill of Rights and he wou1d 
work to provide "affordable prescription 
drug coverage to all beneficiaries." 

John Cameron, executive director of 
Citizen Action, a Chicago-based _lobby­
ing group, said the same pledge was 
mailed to Hastert earlier this year and 
received no response. 

"He's not the S~aker of the House, 
but the Mute of the House because he 
doesn't respond," Cameron ~d. 
· Although Hastert currently is in 
Washington, D.C., his aides did wel­
come some seniors into the office to lis­
ten to their views. Cameron said they 
didn't leave with any steadfast answers 
about Hastert's position. 

· John McGovern, Hastert's Illinois 
press secretary, said the Speaker 
agreed with seniors on prescription­
drug issue, though he disagreed with 
President Clinton's proposal because it 
would coincide with cuts in other areas. 

Costs and coverage 
Earlier this week, Hastert released a 

statement on the health-care debate, 
saying he favored coverage for Ameri­
ca's 44 million uninsured "through new 
options and market-based reforms." 

"I have always said that, if health care 
coverage isn't affordable, it isn't accessi­
ble," Hastert said. "Costs and coverage 

✓ 

go hand-in-hand." 
This was the fourth demonstration. . 

staged in front of Hastert's office thiS:' 
year, but McGovern said lobbyists and,· 
protesters - especially those from outt 
side the district, probably could have 
more of an impact by talking to their·. 
own congressman. "-:-· 

"Frankly, a protest such as this:: 
doesn't do much to advance one side or· 
the other," McGovern said. ' · 

Cameron took exception to the pomt; 
that the marching seniors were not: 
from the Tri-Cities area. ·:·: 

"I think that's a dodge," he sai&-'. 
"These proposals are popular across· 
t?e boa~d, regardless of where you-: 
hve. He 1s not Speaker of the 14th Dis~­
tri~t If he wants to meet with people·: 
in the district, we'll be glad to arrange: 
that" ·• 

You can contact Mike Norbut at .-. :.; 
(630) 844-5829 or send e-mail to :-': 
michael.norbut@exchange.co pley- :':,:, 
press. com. · ; 
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~TAFF ":'ffllT~A · · · . . ·. . . . ... ; .Chanting slogans like, -'1Jon't sell. se- : -al>_le· pr.escrlj>tion drug. coverage to all would coincide with cuts in other areas. 
B,ATAVIA- Martha Wilso.n was ·\ niors down:the river; and. "Don't push·._,. beneficiaries( . , · , · · .,.,. ., 

ready~ ~ts ~ere su,ddenly flood~. . . :·~ruo~s into .HMO_s," the ;crowc,l ·sJ?ent. · . )ohn.~eron~ ~~tive_'director of Costs and COYerage • -:.;: 
Decked o_ut m ~ bright_ oran~e •lif~. : }U>out an hour v~~ ~err ~strati<?ns . ~~ ~tiQn! ·a .Chicago-b,asecMobby- Earlier this week, Hastert-released·;:i· 

. vest, a.yachting -~ ·and dark sunglass- . aboutth,e healt:h<:are,system, mcluding . mg group, said the-s.µne pleqge wa:s staten:ient on the health-care debat~· 
es~the 70-year-old_ Ghjcago native ~tin: · .~h-J)rice.d. prescripti_~~s and ~xpen- mail~d to Ha&tert earlier this ye~ and saying he favors coverage for Americaf~•·. 
a little yellow fislµng boat parked ngbt : SIVe managed.:que ~ums.,- :·. _. , _recewed no response . . · · · . 44 million.uninsured "through new 01>­
in front ,of Jio·use Sp~ak¢t .Dennil'.l . · .·"We want them t~ know.what "!e · . "He'~ not the speaker of the house,· • tions and market-based reforms." . · 
Hastert's district·office.:· . . • · want, in case they don't know,"-sa.id : put the Mute of.the House because he ·"I have always said thatifheaJth ·care 

· Wtlson:wasn't waiting for· a deluge to (;hicago resi9ent Nellie 'Dtirr~ll, . a 'doesn't ~ndt Cameron ~d. . · coverage-isn't af(ordable, it isn't acces-
wash her away. She'was hoping Hastert · rriemb~r ofl4etro Seniors in Action. ·Although Hastert is in··Washington, sib1e," Hastert said. "Costs and cover- · 

· would see.her metap~orical mes~ge . "We. want the _right'to :sue HMOs·. We D.c .• ·his aid~s did welcome some se- age go hand-in-hand." 
· .about Medicare.' . ·. ·wantprescription~.fo be cheaper." ·, . ·nior& into the office to listen to their This was the fourth demonstratij)fl 

"Wedon'twantto·smk."~n~d.. ·, . . . . · · · •· :: _: · . vi~ws.camer.:o~saidtheydidii'tleave. stagedinfrontof Hastert'sofficetlus • 
"We.have to·keep above water." · . . -~ .of the House , ·. . ·with any steadfast.ans~ers about .year, but McGovern sa,id lo~byists and 
. About 4.0 seniors ~ nearly all of - 'Qit} seniors asked Hastert to sigq a Hastert's position. · -protesters-:- especially those from out-

whom came from Chicago.- staged a ·pledge stating he would :vote agaiJ,lst .. John McGovern, Hastert's. Illinois side the district- probably could have 
rally outside Hastert's office Thursday legislation that would privatize Social ·press secretary, said the speaker agreed more of an inipact by talking to their 
morning, calling,gp the ,speaker to keep . Security and Medi~-e, that he would .. with seniors on ~e prescripqo~ drug own congre~. . ~• 
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Activists seek cut in prescription drug prices . 
More_ than 200 hold. pro~_est outside Hastert's di~t~ict office · 

By MARK FOSTER 
Kane County Chronicle 

BATAVIA - More than 200 activists 
from across the nation rallied outside 
U.S. House Speaker Dennis Hastert's · 
Batavia district office FridaY, demanding 
legislation to cut prescription drug 
prices for Medicare patients. 

They brought thousands of empty pre­
scription drug bottles, and dwnped them 
· at the door to the speaker's office at 27 
N.RiverSt. 

The demonstrators· charged that 
Hastert is standing in the way oflegisla­
tion that would provide seniors with cov­
erage for prescription drugs, and is 
putting the interests of big pharmaceuti- . 
cal companies ahead of ordinary people. 

The group rallied under the banner of 
US Action, and other .activist organiza- . 
tions, including illinois Action and Metro 
Seniors, 

'US Action is "a newly launched 
nationwide grassroots organization 
fighting for social, economic, racial and 
·environmental justice." 

John Cameron of Illinois Action, would have to either raise taxes or cut 
leader of the rally, charged that House Medicare benefits," McGovern added. 
Republicans killed legislation in com- McGovern noted that he met with the 
mittee to cut prescription prices for group's leaders the last time they made 
Medicare patients, and that Hastert this their protest. 
month used his power as speaker to pre- Outside, the demonstrators cµanted 
vent a floor debate on the issue. slogans like "No health care, no peace!" 

Cameron said that senior citizens pay and held placard~ aloft. 
an average of $525 per month out-of- They cheered as their leaders; frpm 
pocket for medical costs. states including Maine, Mississippi, Ari-

"We need for the Speaker of the House zona and Minnesota, made speeches. 
to stop speaking for the drug companies "We have people who have to make a · 
and start speaking for us," Cameron choice whether to eat or buy prescription 
s~ fiin~is Action rallied •in front of drugs!" declared Norma MtµTay of 
Hastert's office on the same issue about Metro Action for Seniors. 
two months ago. Cameron said Hastert "Speaker Hastert, you've shown your 
has refused to meet with his group. prior.ities 'to America's seniors. Next 

Inside the office, Hastert press secre- November, America's seniors will show 
tary John McGovern said the speaker you theirs," Cameron shouted. 
was not in the office, and that the dis- John Marvin of Maine said that many 
trict staff · would not meet with the · seniors find it less expensive to cross the 
protest leaders. border into Canada to buy prescriptions. 

"They want universal entitlement, and One by one; representatives of US 
that would bust the budget," McGovern Action's state organizations dumped 
said. , . 

_"Under President Clinton's plan, we Please see PROTEST page 8 

Bob Ce"ard - Chronide photo sto 

Sara Williams of Jackson, Miss., protestini 
with US Action, places empty p'rescriptio1 
bottles into a barrel at U.S. House Speake 
Dennis Hastert's office. . 
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Protest 
their empty prescription drug 
bottles int.o a large barrel, filling · 
it t.o overflowing, and placed it at 
the locked door of Hastert's 
office. 

State Rep. Mary Flowers, n-· 
Chicago, $0 participated in the 
rally. 

"Health care is · an is~e. that 
can't wait. Prescription drug cov­
erage is not a luxury, it's a neces- · ~ 
sity," Flowers said. 

"These are people who have 
paid their dues," Flowers said. 

Flowers said the state govern-· " 
inent is powerless t.o change 
Medicare policy. · . 

"We're at the mercy of the fed­
eral government," Flowers said. . 

Rank and file members of the 
protest were equally vocal 
· "We're going to tell H~rt 
loud and clear that we want 
something . done about outr_a­
geous prescription drug prices," 
said Sam Gierryn of Madison, 
Wis. . . 

Gene Farley, a· family physi­
cian from Madison, said that 

Bob Gerrard - Chronicle photo staff . 

John Marvin of Maine, left, of the National Coundl of Senior 
Citizens speaks·as Juan carlos of US Action holds the bullhorn at 
a protest over prescription· prices Friday in front of H~iase 
Speaker De~nis Hastert's distrid office in Batavia; · 

"Hastert's ·stand means that our . Seniors are entitled to the . 
patie:ots pay exorbitant prices. same price breaks as large buy- · 
He speaks only . for · corporate ers; like HM Os, said Pedro 
profit." . Rodriguez of Philadelphia, Pa 
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· Local news 

PresscRepublican photo by Chris Petersen 
A coalitio_n of activist groups protested outside Speaker Dennis Hastert's Batavia office 
Friday. The group wants H~stert to push for lower medical costs for s~nior citizens. 

. . 

Protestors heckle Hastert 
during health ca,~ protest 
Groups demand lower medi.cal bills fqr seniors 
by Christopher Petersen 
Batavia city editor -----

Speaker of the House Dennis 
Hastert, R-Batavia, was called to task 
on his record on medical costs for the 
elderly Friday when a crowd of almost 
200 protesters from around the nation 
demonstrated in front of Hastert's 
Batavia office. 

The raucous but peaceful protest­
ers, organized from more than 30 states 
by U.S. Action, a coalition of activist 

· groups from around the country, were· 
protesting the speaker's move on Nov. S 
to quash debate· of House Resolution 
664., The bill would allow senior citizens 
without ·health insurance to pay the 
·same pr1ces for prescription drugs as 
HMOs and gi>Vernment agencies. The 
bill had been defeated in the House 

Ways and Means Committee on Oct. 2S 
by a straight par ty vot(}. The bill has 
been called an unfair price control-on • 
drug comp_anies by opponents. 

"HMOs and those companies can 
buy those drugs at half the co~t that we 
pay for them," said Alice McGhee, a 
senior from Chicago and a member of 

· Metro Seniors in Action (MSA) who 
was present at the Speaker's office. 

Protesters claimed that Hastert had 
promised them before that he would 
work in Congress to reduce prescrip­
tion medicaaon costs, and said they 
viewed his stoppage of debate on H.R. 
664 as breaking that promise. • 

"We're picketing the good man's 
office because·he doesn't want to help 
us," said Josie Wright of MSA. 

See Pr9test Page 22 
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Local news 

Protest 
Continued from Page 11 

"We want to send him a ~essage," said 
George Reilly, a retired weights and mea­
sures inspector from Long Island, NY. . · 

Also present at the demonstration 
was State Rep. Mary Flowers, of the 
21st District. Flowers said that Hastert 
had spoken with her twp· ·weeks ago 
when he visited Englewood High 
School in her district,) i"ii4 ··~xpressed 
interest in discussing tne·:.issue with 
her at a later date. She :said she· was in · 
Batavia to.follow up.on that offer. 

"We need bis input, we need bis wis­
dom," Flowers -said. "He is no longer the 
speaker of just the people of~ district" 

William McNary, legislative direc­
tor of Citizen Act_i9µ Illinois, implied 

. that the reason Hastert suspended the . 
vote was because of pressure from 

: pharmaceutical companies. 
"It's going to be opposed by the drug 

companies, ·and that's natural," 
McNary said~ · 

"A lot of our seniors are cutting 
their prescriptions in half with a butter 
kni.fe," Sam Gieryn of Citizen Action 
Wisconsin said. . . 
· Chanting" "health, not wealth," and 
"H.R: 664, Mr. Speaker, move it on the 
floor," the crowg.· brandishea empty 
prescription tnedi~ine bottles that they 
had brought to leave as a symbol of 
their~ wishes. ·Representatives from 38 
Jtates brought their. bottles to be placed 
-in a can in front.of Hastert's office. 

l. . 

A delegation of the protesters . 
attempted to speak with Hastert, but the 
speaker was not in his office at the time .. 

hot under a medical plan. H.R. 664, in 
effect, would impose price controls on 

. drug companies, McGovern said. 
"Unfortunately, he's closing his 

doors in our faces," Flowers said. . 
~~utive D~ctor of Citizen Action 

Illinois John Cameron said that despite 
the majority of the protesters not resid-. 
ing in Illinois, they would .return to their 
home states and pressure -their repre­
sentatives not to support ;Hastert for the 
office of Speaker of the House again. 

''This -is a. defining issue," Cameron 
said. ~I. think a lot of -fQlks here agree 
with us." · 

After the demonstrators left, ·. 
Hastert Press Secretary John McGov- · 

· em said that th~ issue was not the price 
of medications, but getting medical 

· .. coverage for seniors who are currently 

"We'd like to find a way to provide 
benefits to seniors who don't have 
them," McGovern said. "That's the 
[problem) that needs to be addressed." 

McGovern cited H.R. 664's failure to 
pass out of the Ways and Means Com­
mittee as the reason why Hastert 
quashed its debate on the floor. 

When asked why the delegation from 
the protest "".aS not an-owed inside, 
McGovern said, "Nothing has changed 
in the debate since they came first." 

The protesters promised that would 
not be discouraged by Hastert's 
absence. 

"We'll be back," they chanted as.they 
boarded buses for their home states. 



Protesters visit Hastert's office -
• again 

BY ERICA MELTZER Daily Herald Staff Writer 
More than 200 activists from about 30 states descended on Dennis 
Hastert's Batavia office in the largest protest held at the office since 
Hastert became House speaker. 

The protesters wanted to draw attention to the high cost of 
prescription drugs for senior citizens. 

"Having prescription drugs is not a luxury; it is a God-given right," 
said state Rep. Mary Flowers of Chicago, who attended the protest in 
hopes of meeting with Hastert. 

Hastert, who was named House speaker in January, was not in his 
office. 

The pr.otest was organized by USAction, a coalition of 39 state-level 
organizations founded Thursday at a conference held at the Arlington 
Park Hilton. Participants traveled in five buses to Hastert's office to 
make good on a promise made by Illinois Citizen Action last month. 

Citizen Action, one of the founding members of USAction, 
organized a smaller protest on some of the same issues in October 
and promised to return if it didn't get the legislation they wanted. 

A Patients Bill of Rights passed, but legislation that would allow 
Medicare recipients to receive the same large-buyer discounts that 
HMOs and the federal government receive on prescription drugs 
failed.to get out of committee. 

"He moved a bill to create $800 million in tax cuts, but he hasn't 
moved a bill on prescription drugs," said Jeff Blum, a USAction 
organizer from Washington, D.C. "The speaker should be a leader. 
Otherwise, what's he doing here?" 

John McGovern, Hastert's press secretary, said Hastert cares about 
the problem of prescription drug costs but doesn't support the Allen 
bill favored by protesters. 

"They believe we should have price controls on prescription drugs," 
he said. "We believe that's a mistake." 

McGovern said Hastert would support a plan that would help those 
without other coverage, but he didn't say what such a plan would 
look like. 

http://www.dailyherald.com/d/newsfront/local/localfox/dhhtm/5rest.htm 

~ --Q - - - -

11/13/1999 



At previous protests, a delegation was allowed to speak with 
Hastert's staff, but Friday the door remained locked as protesters 
crowded around the door chanting, "H.R. 664, Mr. Speaker, move it 
on the floor." 

"We've heard their views," McGovern said of not meeting with the 
protesters. "We've heard their positions. Nothing has changed since 
the last time they were here." 

Protesters deposited thousands of prescription drug bottles in a 50-
gallon drum and left it in front of the door. 

Return 

Daily Herald 

http://www.dailyherald.com/d/newsfront/local/localfox/dhhtm/5rest.htm 11/13/1999 
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Luwannla Johnson of Coanectic~ joins busloads of protesters from across the counby In a demonstration outside House Spea~er J. Dennis 
Hastert's home-district office In Batavia on Friday," where they deposited empty prescriptJon-medlclne vials. · 

■ Prescription worries: 
Empty drug vials dwnped 
at speaker's office door 

By Mike Norbut 
STAFF WAITER 

when he looked out his window. 
"Are you kidding me?" he said. "They're 

coming in on buses?" · 

which had made-up labels, in front of the 
office door. 

Five buses to be exact About 250 people 
gathered in front of Hastert's office to vent 
their frustrations about having to foot the 
bill for high-priced prescription drugs. • 

Protesters ranged in age from their early Hastert not ID 

One label, directed at Hastert, read: "Take 
twice daily for the pain you cause New 
Jersey Medicare recipients by refusmg to do 
anything about rising drug costs." 

20s to their 80s, and hailed from about 30 Hastert was not at his district office to 
BATAVIA - There's only one protest different states. They all were associated in witness the demonsttation, and protesters 

outside House Speaker Dennis Hastert's some way with USAction, a Washington, were not allowed inside to speak with staff 
district office here that sticks out in Mike D.C.-based lobbying group hosting a · members. 
Foster's mind. ·conference this week in .Chicago. John McGovern, Hastert's Illinois press 

Foster, vice president of Williams Power , "We're moving at glacial speed," said secretary, said the people were not granted 
Corp., which is just down River Street from George Reilly, a Long Island, N.Y., native a meeting because the staff had business to 
Hastert's local facility, remembered a recent who marched in front of Hastert's office in conduct, and many of the same protesters 
occasion when a raucous group with a downtown Batavia. "It's a process, butwe do were given a chance to voice their opinions 
bullhorn protested Medicare's lack of believe in the law, and we do believe in the when they staged a rally about six weeks 
coverage for senior citizens' prescription process." ago. • 
drugs. The protesters came armed with signs Toe crowd also chanted slogans such as:. 

He was surprised to hear the same group and props, as they deposited hundreds of · 
\ was coming Friday and even more surprised empty, prescription-drug vials, many of ❖ Turn to HASlmi..M 



(? . \ l~\¼2:s . 
I • - I:; ClinlDn!s proposal, which McGovern 

~ RJ . "It makes more sense to target 
. . called "financially unworkable. n 

~ page Al seniors with no coverage and help 
:· · them find a way to deal with 

''What do we want? Prescription . prescription drug costs, n McGovern 
drugs I ~en do we want them? said. "It'~ clear (USAction's) agenda 
Now!" and "We'll re·member in is to score political P.Oints." 
~o-yembcr," referring to Hastert's The.re have, now been . five 
bjd:tor re-election next y~. Most demonstrations in front of Hastert's 

. ot-tli~ protesters, howevei.-, will not office this year, and two have beeI). 
bi able to vote for or against-the orchestrated by the same group 

. s~er because they don't live in and dealt with the prescripticrn-drug 
~~Fox Valley district • issue. · 
•~the people who supported him , ·· · ~ 

~~time for Speaker change their A I~ thing' for BataYJa 
" s or aren't re-elected, be might · ~me residents, though, said Fri­

imt-be· speaker again," said John day's protest, which spilled into 
~eron; executive director:hu:. River Street, was the largest demon-
izen Action, a Chicago-based stration they've seen so far. - · 

l9~yin_g group. "It's up to folks . "It's interesting, a good thing for 
Qwjng) here to decide if he's re- Batavia," resident ?vfaria Cupach 
el~eted, but the (protesters) ~an said -:We're a little quiet town. This 
~e influence in their own makesusfeelalittlemorecentered." 

· dl~cts." · ; . · Many Batavia residents and 
J~ like the group's protest last 'b4siness owners echoed Cupach's 
IQQpth, Eox Valley residents. were sentiments ~d did not even seem 
C9llePicuqusly absent from Friday's to mind people coming from out of 
giuierlng, t])ough organizers said ·town to stage protests. 
tflelssue was national, and Hastert "If this happened every day, 
~a( al man whose reach extended yeah, that ~efinitely would be · 
~nd bis district · . annoying," Foster said, "but I can 
,-'r ....... _ . ..:&&&.. , put up with a little noise f9r a short 
'C•,mtr conauwency period of time. It kind of goes with 

·. ~owever, McGovern said, "less the territory when you're speaker of 
~ a_handful" otconstib.lents have the House." · . 
called the district office to complain McGovern, however, was not as 
al8:fut the prescription-drug issue. pleased with the protesters. 
:.l'Jtbinktheyunderstand what the "Obviously, citizens have the right . 

real issue is at. stake," McGovern to express their "1ews," he said. 
~ "But af a certain point, these stunts 
· ~cGovern said Hastert supports diminish the quality of debate and 

pafolg for prescription drug_s;-but be the seriou·sness of the issues at 
-dMlgreed with President Bill hand." 

\ •=# . . . . , . __,/ 
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Protesters by the busload··rally at H~stert's of~ce 
■ ·Hard'-i. local•· ·: Corp,, which is.just d·own River Street fro~ Protesters ranged in age from' their early 

· "' . • Hastert's local facility, remembered a recent 20s to their 80s, and hailed from about 30 ~ 
. Many demonstrators came occasion when a raucous group with a bull- ferent states. They all were associated in 
·.fr · · far · ed hom protested M.edicare's lack of coverage some way to USA.ction, a Washington D.C.- . 

O~Il parts r emOV for senior citizens' prescription drugs. based lobbying group hosting a conference -
He was surprised to hear the same group this week in Chicago. , : 

was coming Friday l!J}d even more surprised "We're moving at glacial 'flpeed, • said 
when he looked out his window. George Reilly, a Long Island, N.Y., native ~--Norflat 

STAFF WRITER 
"Are you kidding me?," he said. "They're who marched in front of Hastert's-office in 

Bf.TA VIA-There's only one protest out- . · corning in on buses?" . downtown Batavia. "It's a process, but we do 
side House Speaker Dennis Hastert's district · Five buses to be exact About 250 people believe in the law, and we do believe in th,: 
office here that sticks outJn. Mike Foster's gathered in front of Hastert's office to vent _process.• 
mind: . their frustrations about having to foot the bill 

Foster, vice president of Williams Power for high-priced prescription ~ . ♦ Turn to HASTERT, A4 • . 
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HASTERT 
Speaker because they don't reside 
in his Fox Valley district. 

"If the people who supported 
From page Al him last time for Speaker change 

. their minds or aren't re-elected, he 
The protesters came anned with might not be Speaker again," said 

signs and props, as they deposited John Cameron, executive director 
hundreds of empty, prescription- for Citizen Action, a Chicago-based 
drug vials, many of which had lobbying group. "It's up to folks (liv­
rnade-up labels, in front of the of- ing) here to decide if he's re-elect­
flee d90r. · ed, but the (protesters) can have in-

One label, directed at Hastert, fluence in their own districts." 
read: "fake twice daily for the pain Just like the group's protest last 
you cause New Jersey Medicare month, Fox Valley residents were 
recipients by refusing to do any- conspicuously absent from Fri­
thing about rising drug costs." day's gathering, though organizers 

Hastert was not at his district of- said the issu~ was national, and 
flee to witness the demonstration, Hastert was a man whose reach ex­
and protesters were not allowed ~ - tended beyond his district. 
side to speak with staff members. However, McGovern said, "less 

John McGovern, Hastert's Illi- than a handful" of constituents 
nois press secretacy, said the peo- . have called the district office to 
ple were not granted a meeting be- complain Rbout the prescription­
cause the staff had business to con- drug issue. 

• duct, and many of the same pro-· "I think they understand what 
testers were given a chance to the real issue is at stake," McGov­
voice their opinion when they em said. 
staged a rally about six weeks ago. McGovern said Hastert supports 

Toe cr(?wd also. chanted slogans paying for prescription drugs, but 
like: "What do we .want? Presctjp- he disagreed with President Clin­
tion drugs!. When do we want them? ton's proposal, which McGovern 
Now!" and "We'll remember in No- called "financially unworkable." 
vernber," referring to Hastert's up- "It makes more sense to target 
coming bid for re-election next year. seniors with no coverage and help 
.Most of the protesters, however, will them find a way to deal with pre- . 
:not be able to vote for or against the scriptioil drug costs," McGovern 

~ . 

LocalState 
· said. "It's clear (USAction's) agen­
da is to score political points." 

There have now been five 
demonstrations in front ·of 
Hastert's office this year, and two 
have been orchestrated by the 
same group and dealt with the pre­
scription drug issue. 

Some residents, though, said 
Friday's protest, which spilled into 
River Street, was the largest 
demonstration they've seen so far. 

"It's. interesting, a good thing for 
Batavia," resident Maria Cupach 
said. "We're a little quiet town. This 
makes us feel a little more centered." 

Many Batavia residents and 
business.owners echoed Cupach's 
sentiments and did not even seem 
to mind people coming from out of 
town to stage protests. · 

"If this happened every d:ay, 
yeah, that definitely would be an­
noying," Foster said, "but I can put 
up with a little noise for a short pe­
riod of time. It kind of goes with 
the territory when you're Speaker 
of the House." · · 

McGovern, however, was J)Ot as 
pleased with the protesters. 

"Obviously, citizens have the 
right to express their yiews," he 
said. "But at il certain point, these 
stunts diminish the quality of de­
bate and the seriousness of the is­
sues at hand." 
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Illinois: Springfield - Com­
plaints about HMOs are on the 
rise, demonstrating a need for 
I lawmakers to better -protect pa­
' ttents, the consumer group 011· 
1 zen Actlon said. It found the aver-
age number of complaints per 
10,000 HMO customers rose from 
3.26 In 1996 to 5.01 In 1997, an In• 
crease of 53.6% . 

. N~W$ We~nesday, May 12, 1999 
•• # ..... ·1 •':!. 

... , ... 

H,MO CQ~plaims leajJ, colisllriler lll'Otip ~ys 
· · · · Times documented the jump in 1997 KMO com-

ASSOCIAff:D PRl.SS plaints io a "story last June: . 
SPRINGFrnLD-Com.plainta about health Lawmakers and lobbyists hav~ argued for years 

maintenance organizations are on the.rise; demon- over· what should be. done. The biggest sticking 
.strating the-,.need for .lawmakers to better protect . point has ~n whether customers ~!JU}d be able 
· patients, a consumer group aaid Tuesday; . : to sue HMO& for malpractice. . · 

"Complaint ratioe have soared as more Illinois- Citizen Action wants the. malpractice provision. 
ans are finding their health entrusted to these but· support for that element may be waning. 

. profit-driven planet aaid John Cameron, executive · House· Speaker Mi~ef Madigan (D-C°hicago) ha.a 
ditectdt of Citizen Action. · · · repeatedly aaid he does not want it ~to hold up · 

Citizen Action reported that a key_· measure of action on other consumer p~tections., 
consumer complaints jumpea 54 percent for . the Rep. ~ary Flowers-a Chjcago Dem~rat pwh­
state'a · 10 largest HMO& in 1~7, but an industry ing for more HMO. restriction&-·said ahe is not 
group says those· complaints represented only a giving up. "We're tal.ld,ng about people's lives," she 
fraction of all HMQ cu.stom~rs. The Chicago Sun- aaid. -

65 
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·_-Repor t ~-pa~ks c_all _.for. statewide ~egula.tion 
. . . . . 

. by Ytal!lha L Womack · 
HMO complaints '-ju mped _more . 

• than 50 'percent last year, leading 
consumer advocates to. call for 

. statewide.managed-care legislation. 
Citizen Action's third annqar 

HMO report, HMO Profiles/A Con~­
SJ}mer Comparison of the Largest 
Illinois Health ·Maintenance Orga­
nizations, ·showed a drastic increase 
in· enrollee complaints, particularly 
among some of. the ·fastest-growing , 

-HMO~ in the ·state. . 
The report found that seven of 

the .io largest Illinois HM:Os saw 
complaint ratios rise .in 1997., . 
. According to David Stahr, Citizen 
Actioti research director, the rise. in 
complaints should be used to. push 
· a state Patient Bill of Rights. . 

· "This underscores _the need of the 
General Assembly to pass legisla­
tion,". Stahr said. "We need basic 
pr~tectiotis to assure consumers 

that their medical care is based on 
need rather than· greed.11 · 

Currently, one in five Illinoisans 
has a state HMO. The report stated. 
that United Health.Care of Illinois, 
which was recently criticized , for 
dropping coverage for ·12,000 
Medicare enrollees last year, has 
the highest' nu mber of complaints 
among all large_ HMOs statewide. 

(See HMOs, page 6) 

\ 
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HMO complaints 
state • • • • on·/·r1se m 

(HMOs, from page 1). Health P lan and Personal-
. Care Insurance reported 

Aetna US HealthCare, the drops in the number of com­
faste.st-growing HMO in. 1998 · plaints. 
tripled its enrollee com- According to Dr. • Sydney 
plaints, giving it the Bild, health policy chair for 
third-worst record in . the Metro Seniors in• Actfon, all 
state. HMOs aren't problematic. ·. 

American Health Care "However consumers need 
Providers, which recently iJ1formation and the ability to 
tripled in size after the acqu"i- h old the 'bad apples' liable 
sition of two . other HMO . for their actions," he said. 
plans, also had one of the sec- Stahr hopes the report will 
ond worst· complaint records. ·move the state legislature to 

Moreover, prem~ums for take action. Patient Rights 
the 10. largest plans, Bill 626 was recently passed 
increased by 2 percent to an by the state Ho.use, but. bas . 
average cost of $1,539. not yet been approved by the · 

HMO Illmois, . Gr oup Senate. 

-

Noting "that' Gav. Ryan 
pledged to pass a patien~ bill· 
ot: rights during the election, 
Stahr hopes current negotia­
tions between Ryan and 
State Rep. Mary Flowers {D-
21~, who pushed the bill, 
along with others will result 
in concrete legislation .. 

"It's v~ry important that 
the state h ave more regula­
tory • oversight over this 
industry," Stahr said. 

"Hopefully, they-· can come 
up with sometning that is 
good for con.sumers and good . 
for the indus~." 
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....eiting HMO complaints, 
group demands better. 
protection for patients 

----+' ~:i,,."i--!. . I \ v\ ~ that element may be waning. 
Public's right to sue . House S~er Michael Mad-
• • • • • 

1 1 D ig~, D-Chicago, re~tedly has 
-IS sticking "pomt lil \ IO sai~ he does not want 1t to hold up 

action on other consumer protec-

Illin ois Legislature tio:u, Rep. Macy-Flowers - a 
Chicago Democrat pushing for 

BY CHRISTOPHER WILLS 
The i\.ssociaied Press 

SPRING~, Ill. - Com­
plaints about health rnaintenilllce 
organizations are on the rise, dem­
onstrating the need for lawmakers 
to better protect patients, a con­
sumer group said Tuesday. 

"Complaint ratios have soared as 
more Illinoisans are finding their 
health entrusted to fhese profit­
driven plans," said John Cameron, 
executive director of Citizen ~c-
tion. · ---

-C--J.tizen. Action reported that a 
key measure of consumer com­
plaints jumped S4 percent for the 
state's 10 largest HMOs in 1997, 
but an industry group says those 
complaints represented only a frac­
tion of aU HMO customers. 

Lawmakers and lobbyists have 
argued for years over what should 
be done. 

The biggest sticking point has 
been whether customers should be 
able to sue HM Os for malpractice. 

Citizen Action wants the mal­
practice provision, but support for 

more HMO restrictions•- said she 
is not giving up. "We'~ talking 
about people's lives," she said. 

But Christopher Hamrick, a 
spokesman for the Illinois Associa­
tion _o.f.HMOs, said ~t see 
the malpractice provision emerg­
ing from negotiations. 

"I believe it's going td be put 
aside for this year, and they're 
going to go after the issues · on 
which they can reach agreement," 
Hamrick said . 

Citizen Action looked at com­
plaints filed with the state Insur­
ance Department in 1997, the latest 
year for which figures are avail­
able. It _found the average number 
of complaints per 10,000 HMO cus­
tomers rose from 3.26 in 1996 to 
s.01,· an increase of 53.6 percent 

Seven of the 10 largest ·HMos, 
which serve 90 percent . of the 
state's HMO customers, saw more 
complaints. 

Cameron said the law should re-· 
quire more disclosure of HMO sat­
isfaction ratings and tr,ick records 
for denying coverage, create a • 
speedy appeals process to chal­
lenge HMO coverage decisions and 

allow malpractice lawsuits over de­
cisions that lead to death or injury. 

But Hamrick said the complaint 
ratios were based on 1,110 com­
plaints _statewide - a fracti9n of 1 
percent of all HMO customers. , 
"They're making an a.rgwnent not 
for more managed-care reform but 
that things are going pretty well," 
he said. 

He said the HMO industry 
agrees with improving grievance 
procedures and giving doctors and 
patients more freedom to make 
medical decisions. Customers can 
already sue HMOs, so opening the 
door to malpractice lawsuits would 
be unnecessary, he said. 

• r 
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Money Watch 2000 is a joint project of New Hampshire Citizens Alliance and Iowa Citizen 
Action Network Education Foundation. The goals of this project are to: 

• Educate the public about the problems posed by big money in politics, the need for 
comprehensive campaign finance reform to solve those problems, and the virtues of "dean 
money" campaign reform. 

• Make campaign finance reform an issue that presidential candidates must discuss during 
the presidential nominating debate in Iowa and New Hampshire. 

Money Watch 2000 is a non-partisan project that does not and will not endorse any 
candidate. ~. 

Money Watch 2000 will be releasing a series of reports to highlight campaign 
contributions from players in current issue debates. Each report will look at one of today's top 
political issues, and campaign contributions to the presidential election from the vested 
interests in that debate. 

The purpose of these reports is twofold: to provide voters with information about which 
special interests are giving to which candidates; and to provide concrete examples of why 
campaign finance reform is needed. 

Other Reports by Money Watch 2000 include: 

• The Flo of Money, campaign contributions by the pharmaceutical industry, October 6, 1999 

New Hampshire Citizens Alliance 
4 Park Street, Suite 403 
Concord, NH 03301 
Phone: (603) 225-2097 
Fax: (603) 228-3360 

ICAN Education Foundation 
3520 Beaver Ave, Suite E 
Des Moines, IA 50310 
Phone: (515) 277-5077 
Fax: (515) 277-8003 
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Summa.rtJ of findin9~ 
Air pollution is an issue of great concern to the American public because of the 

serious threat it poses to people's health and the environment. The greatest source of 
air pollution is the burning of fossil fuels by motor vehicles and electric power plants. 
Thus, government regulators and environmentalists have focused their efforts to reduce 
pollution on three industries: auto manufacturers, the petroleum industry and the 
electric utility industry. Cognizant that efforts to address air pollution are gaining 
momentum in Congress and the Environmental Protection Agency, these industries 
have made large contributions to candidates and political parties with the aim of 
influencing the upcoming election. 

Members of the Edison Electric Institute, the American Petroleum Institute and the 
Alliance of Auto Manufacturers, the trade organizations of the targeted industries, have 
given $2,804,115 in soft money, and $658,389 directly to presidential candidates for a 
total of $3,462,504 in the first nine months of 1999. 

George W. Bush has received $521,714-79% of the total hard money contributions 
and almost four times what all other candidates combined have received from 
companies belonging to these trade organizations. Bush's record as Governor of Texas, 
according to many environmental organizations, strongly favors the petroleum and 
utility industries over what's in the best interest of Texas residents by being lenient on 

polluters. 

While these industries have placed their bets on Bush, they have also made 
nominal contributions to other candidates in an effort to gain access and build influence 
with whomever voters choose as the next president. The very distant second place 
winner in the contribution game is Vice President Al Gore receiving $56,025, slightly 
more than one tenth of what Bush has received. 

Political Pollution 
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The S~ar~ of A.tr Pallu~ian 
Air pollution is a great concern to the general public because it threatens public 

health and the integrity of our environment. There are six principal air pollutants: 
carbon monoxide (CO}, lead (Pb}, nitrogen dioxide (NOi), ozone (03), particulate matter 
(PM) and sulfur dioxide (502). 

Air pollution is often talked about in less scientific terms. The most widespread air 
pollution is commonly called "smog." Smog is actually low-level ozone created by a 
chemical reaction between NOi and volatil_e organic compounds (VOCs) in the presence 
of heat and sunlight. (see Appendix 1 for more detailed information on air pollution). 

Consequences of air pollution include: 

• approximately 107 million people living in U.S. counties with unhealthy air; 

• increased respiratory symptoms, decreased lung function, increased hospitalization 
for heart or lung disease triggered by exposure to air pollution; 

• possible increased cancer risk; 

• ground level ozone responsible for over $500 million in annual reductions of 
agricultural and commercial forest yields; and 

• contamination of 2,300 US bodies of water which now have fish consumption 
advisories.1 

Another significant pollutant, that is not generally considered part of the "air 
pollution" category is carbon dioxide (CO2), the most prominent "greenhouse gas" 
contributing to global warming. Global warming is a rise in global temperature caused 
by the insulating effect of "greenhouse gases" becoming trapped in the upper 
atmosphere. 

The biggest cause of air pollution and global warming is the burning of fossil fuels 
in motor vehicles and electric power plants. Hence, efforts to decrease air pollution are 
focused on cleaning up auto and power plant emissions. This mainly affects three 
industries-auto manufacturers, electric utilities, and petroleum producers. The trade 
organizations of these industries are the Alliance of Auto Manufacturers, the Edison 
Electric Institute and the American Petroleum Institute. 

• The Alliance of Auto Manufacturers has nine members: Ford, General Motors, 
Daimler-Chrysler, BMW, Volvo, Volkswagen, Nissan, Toyota, and Mazda. AAM 
replaced the American Auto Manufacturers Association in January.2 

• The Edison Electric Institute is the trade organization for the electric utility 
industry. It has about 120 US members and is described as an association of US 
shareholder owned electric companies, international affiliates and industry 
associates worldwide. This report looks at the US shareholder-owned electric 
companies onlv.3 
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• The American Petroleum Institute has 76 member companies. API describes 
itself as the petroleum industry's primary trade association which provides 
information and analysis on the full range of issues that impact every sector of 
the oil and natural gas industrv.4 

The Mone~ 
Campaign spending by polluters is nothing new. The debate around protecting 

our environment often pits public health risks against corporate profits, and affected 
industries use the political system to tip the scale in their favor. Many environmental 
organizations have documented polluters' efforts to influence policy by contributing to 
campaigns, contributing to political parties and lobbying Congress. 

For example, a study by US PIRG shows the petroleum and auto industries spent 
$90.8 million on lobbying in 1998 alone. Hard money contributions by the same 
industries to congressional campaigns from 1992-1998 came to $33 million. Soft money 
contributions in the same time period were $23 million.5 

This year, with the 2000 presidential race heating up, polluters continue to take 
part in the money game. In the first nine months of 1999, members of the Edison 
Electric Institute, the American Petroleum Institute and the Alliance of Auto 
Manufacturers gave $2,804,115 in soft money, favoring the Republican party more than 
two to one. 

$1 ,200,000 

$1 ,000,000 

$800,000 

$600,000 

$400,000 

$200,000 

$-
EEi API 

-------~ ■ Republican Party 
Committees 

El Democratic Party 
-------~ Committees 

AAM 

Chart 1. Soft money contributions by members of the Edison Electric Institute (EEi), the American 
Petroleum Institute (AP/) and the Alliance of Auto Manufacturers (AAM) to political parties. Republican 
party committees received more that twice as much as Democratic party committees. 

They have also contributed $658,389 directly to presidential candidates, heavily 
favoring Governor George W. Bush with 79% of the money. Contributions in the first 
nine months of 1999 towards the 2000 presidential election totaled $3,462,504. 
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Chart 2: Hard money contributions from members of the Edison Electric lnstitute(EEI), the American 
Petroleum Institute (AP/) and the Alliance of Auto Manufacturers (MM). Bush has received almost four 
times the amount all other candidates have received combined. 

Some of the contributors bundled their donations. Bundling is the practice of 
pooling individual contributions to maximize political influence. Typically, bundled 
contributions are delivered on the same day to the candidate. FirstEnergy, a membe'r of 
the Edison Electric Institute delivered the largest bundle-$45,500-to George W. Bush 
on August 18, 1999. 

Date Company Amount Recipient 
8/18/99 FirstEnerav $45,500 Georae W. Bush 
5/26/99 Reliant Enerav $14,8150 George W. Bush 
5/26/99 El Paso Electric Company $14,500 George W. Bush 
6/29/99 Dow Chemical $12,000 Georae W. Bush 
6/30/99 El Paso Electric Company $11 ,134 George W. Bush 

Table 1: Bush received the five largest bundled contributions. 

The PaH~it~ of Air panuitan 
In 1970, Congress passed the Clean Air Act to decrease air pollution. As a result, 

air pollution emissions, with the exception of nitrogen oxides, have decreased. But two 
decades later, at least 38 states and the District of Columbia had dangerous levels of 
smog during the surnrner.6 To improve on the Clean Air Act, a number of policy 
debates addressing air quality are being waged right now in Washington. While there 
are many others, this reports highlights three current debates. 
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❖ As part of the 1990 amendments to the Clean Air Act, the Environmental 
Protection Agency is required to establish new emissions standards for cars and other 
vehicles to take effect in 2004. The new standards were announced in May and propose 
to cut car and small truck pollution by an average of 89%, phased in from 2004-2007. 
The Proposed Standards for Cleaner Cars and Cleaner Fuels would also require the oil 
industry to sell cleaner gasoline, reducing sulfur levels to 90% below current levels. The 
American Petroleum Institute is opposing these standards, advocating for the timeline 
to be extended and the standards rela.xed.7 The Alliance of Auto Manufacturers is 
advocating a similar position.8 

❖ Because autos are only part of the story in air pollution, a number of bills under 
consideration in Congress aim to reduce emissions by power plants, specifically 
requiring reductions in nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides, mercury and carbon dioxide. 
These bills include the Waxman Clean Smokestacks Act, the Jeffords Clean Energy Act, 
the Pallone Fair Energy Competition Act and the Allen Clean Power Plant Act of 1999. 
The Waxman and Jeffords bills aim to retire the old coal burning power plants 
grandfathered by the Clean Air Act in 1970 and 1977. These older power plants pollute 
at rates up to 10 times modem coal power plants. These plants were grandfathered 
because in the 1970's they were expected to be retired and replaced by cleaner power 
plants. But from 1992-1998, the amount of electricity generated by the plants increased 
by almost 16 percent.9• 

The EPA has also launched lawsuits against 17 power plants owned by 7 parent 
companies because of Clean Air Act violations.10 In addition, the EPA has issued an 
administrative order against the Tennessee Valley Authority and notices of violations 
naming eight additional power plants. The lawsuits, order and notices all have the 
same goal: getting these power plants to clean up their act by installing appropriate air 
pollution-control technology.11 In response, utilities are lobbying Congress to attach a 
rider to a pending funding bill to exempt power plants from liability in these suits.12 

❖ On the global warming front, the Kyoto Protocol has been signed by President 
Clinton but does not yet have the support of the Senate for ratification. The Kyoto 
Protocol is an international treaty requiring all industrialized nations to reduce their 
greenhouse gas emissions by an average of about 5% below 1990 levels by 2010. To 
comply with the Kyoto Protocol, car and electric utility emissions of carbon dioxide 
would need to be significantly reduced. Many environmental organizations are 
working to increase support in the Senate so the US can live up to its obligations under 
the Kyoto Protocol. On the other side, industries that would be affected are working to 
discredit the science of global warming, questioning whether it is actually happening. 
The Alliance of Auto Manufacturers is heavily involved in the Global Climate 
Information Project, a campaign to discredit the Kyoto Protocol.13 
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The ~a.ndida.~ef$ on Air Pollu~ion 
Most presidential candidates say they support a clean environment. But their 

positions on how to achieve it vary widely. 

The electric utility, petroleum and auto manufacturing industries are clearly 
backing George W. Bush's campaign for president. This is in part because of Bush's 
status as his party's front-runner. However, Governor Bush's environmental record in 
Texas also plays a very large role. Bush has received significant criticism from the 
environmental community for being too ler,ient on polluting industries. According to 
Texas Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, Bush's environmental 
policies "have consistently catered to the interests of industrial moguls, big landowners 
and large contributors."14 During Bush's tenure as governor, the Houston area 
surpassed Los Angeles as the nation's smoggiest city, the air around Dallas-Fort Worth 
has been downgraded from moderate to serious status, and four other Texas cities are 
on the verge of violating federal health standards for air quality.15 

Most recently, criticism has surrounded Bush's plan to regulate "grandfathered" 
industrial plants in Texas. When the Texas Legislature passed its Clean Air Act in 1971, 
any facility under construction or operating was exempted, or "grandfathered" from 
being covered by emission regulations. Public pressure and the recognition of the 
health crisis caused by pollution from these plants led to an attempt to take action in the 
mid-1990's. Bush superceded attempts to impose mandatory regulations by allowing 
the polluting industries to draft the proposal to regulate themselves using voluntary 
measures that will not reduce pollution enough for the state to meet federal ozone 
standards.16 Bush also opposes ratification of the Kyoto Protocol. 

Steve Forbes does not have a voting or executive record on the environment, but 
his statements indicate a position favoring industry over a clean environment. In his 
book A New Birth of Freedom, Forbes says "we all want a cleaner environment for 
ourselves and our children. But we need not sacrifice our freedoms or economic 
prosperity to get there." He also criticizes the Clean Air Act regulations placed on 
industry requiring them to reduce polluting emissions and questions whether global 
warming is happening.17 

Also on the Republican side, Senator John McCain has a lifetime average score of 
20 out of 100 from the League of Conservation Voters (LCV), and Senator Orrin Hatch 
received an average score of 12 during his tenure in Congress.18 Gary Bauer, who also 
has no voting record on this issue has indicated a pro-industry, anti-environment 
position.19 

Democratic candidate Vice President Al Gore is considered by many to be a strong 
pro-environment candidate and has advocated for ratification of the Kyoto protocol and 
cleaner cars. However, Gore's average lifetime score with LCV is 64. Senator Bill 
Bradley also supports ratification of the Kyoto Protocol and has the highest presidential 
candidate lifetime average LCV score, coming in at 84.20 
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t;:antl u ~ion 
Despite the clear public benefit to more stringent air quality standards, a battle is 

being waged in Washington to block steps to clean up our air. Fearing further regulation 
that might impact profits, targeted polluting industries are responding with campaign 
contributions and lobbying to ensure their position is heard loud and clear by policy­
makers in Washington. 

Members of the trade organizations representing the countries largest polluters have 
contributed $658,389 directly to presidential campaigns and almost $3 million more to the 
parties. These industries have made a clear choice in who they want to be the next 
President of the United States: George W. Bush. They hope Bush's pro-industry record in 
Texas will continue in the Oval Office. While they are hedging their bets on Bush, they 
have not entirely ignored the other candidates and have made smaller donations to the 
campaigns of Bauer, Bradley, Gore, Hatch and McCain to ensure they have access to 
whomever resides in the White House in 2001. 

As long as candidates for public office have to rely on private contributions from 
wealthy special interests to fund their campaigns, these special interests will continue to 
garner undue influence with our elected officials. Whether a candidate is taking money 
from electric utilities and making promises to continue to allow old power plants to pollute 
excessively, or the electric utility is throwing money toward a candidate who has already 
stated a pro-industry position, the voters lose. 

Campaign contributions by polluters, so heavily favoring one candidate, increases 
that candidate's chances of doing well in this election. According to a recent Gallup poll, 
67% of Americans think "protecting the environment should be given priority, even at the 
risk of curbing economic growth."21 Yet the current presidential front-runner clearly 
disagrees with the majority of Americans on this issue. Politicians representing special 
interests over voters' interests will continue until we pass comprehensive campaign finance 
reform at the federal level that: 

• restores the principle of "one person, one vote" to elections; 

• cuts the influence of special interest money on candidates, elections and lawmaking; 

• frees candidates from the money chase so they can concentrate on issues and 
constituents; 

• gives all qualified people an equal opportunity to run for office; and 

• reduces the escalating cost of running for office. 
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Wethodolog~ and Information Source~ 

Special thanks to Angie Farleigh of US PIRG, Steve Blackledge of New Hampshire PIRG and Jan 
Pendlebury of New Hampshire Citizens Alliance for their assistance with this report. Thanks also to 
Micah Sifry, and Sam Mekrut for their editing assistance 

Data Sources 

• Individual campaign contribution data from January 1-June 30, 1999 were downloaded from 
www.opensecrets.org, the web site of the Center for Responsive Politics (CRP). CRP is a non­
partisan, non-profit research group based in Washington, OC that uses data from the Federal 
Elections Commission to track money in politics, and its effect on elections and public policy. CRP 
conducts computer-based research on campaign finance issues for the news media, academics, 
activists, and the public at large. CRP's work is aimed at creating a more educated voter, an involved 
citizenry, and a more responsive government. CRP can be reached at 1320 19th Street, NW Suite 
620, Washington, OC 20036, phone (202) 857-0044, fax (202) 857-7809, web site: www.opensecrets.org 

• Individual campaign contribution from July 1, 1999-September 30, 1999 were downloaded from 
Public Disclosure, Inc. Public Disclosure is a non-partisan Federal candidate campaign money page 
that specializes in making government documents public and easy to access via the World Wide 
Web. Public Disclosure gets its data from records filed with the Federal Elections Commission. Their 
web site address is www.tray.com/ fecinfo/ 

• Soft Money and PAC data for 1999 came from Public Disclosure, Inc. 

Further Sources of Information on Air Pollutio11: 

• 

• 

• 

US PIRC: 218 D Street, SE, Washington, OC 20003, phone: (202) 546-9707, web site: www.pirg.org, 

Environmental Working Group: 1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 600, Washington, OC 20009, 
phone: (202) 667-6982, web site: www.ewg.org. 

Union of Concerned Scientists: 2 Brattle Square, Cambridge, MA 02238-9105, phone: 617-547-5552, 
web site; www.ucsusa.org. 

• National Environmental Trus t: 1200 18th Street, NW Fifth Floor, Washington, OC 20036, phone: (202) 
887-8880, web site: www.hotearth.net. 

• Clean Air Trust 1625 K Street, NW #790, Washington, OC 20006, phone: (202) 785-9625, web site: 
www.cleanairtrust.org . 

• League of Conservation Voters: 1707 L Street, NW, Suite 750, Washington, OC 20036, phone: (202) 
785-8683, web site: www.lcv.org. 

• Environmental Protection Agency: National Air Quality and Emissions Trends Report, 1997, 
www.epa.gov/ airprogrm/ oar/ aqtrnd97 /. 

Information on Texas Environmental Issues 

• TomPaine.cornmonsense: A Journal of Opinion, www.tompaine.com. 

• Public Research Works: 611 South Congress, Suite 150, Austin, TX 78704, phone (512) 326-5922. 

• Texas Public Employers for Environmental Responsibility: PO Box 684753, Austin, TX 78768-4753, 
phone: (512) 441-4941, web site: www.txpeer.org. 

• Texas Campaign for the Environment: 611 South Congress, Suite 150, Austin, TX 78704, phone: (512) 
326-5655, web site: www.austin360.com/community/groups/ tce/index.html. 

• Texans for Public Justice: 609 West 18th Street, Suite E, Austin, TX 78701, phone: (512) 472-9770, web 
site; www.tpj.org. 
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AggandiJ I 

Air Pollution-description of type, impacts and sources. Compiled from information 
llected bv the Clean Air Trust 

Tvoe of Pollutlon lmoact Source 

Acid Rain- formed when • Acidifies lakes and streams. Electric power plants-70% of 
emissions of sulfur dioxide and • contributes to damage of trees sulfur dioxide emissions, 30% 
nitrogen oxides react in the at high elevations. of nitrogen oxides emissions. 
atmosphere with water, oxygen • Accelerates the decay of paints Cars trucks and buses are also 
and oxidants to form various and buildings. major sources of nitrogen 
acidic comoounds. oxides. 
Toxics-188 toxic contaminants • Linked to serious health Emitted by cars, buses, trucks 
including benzene, mercury, problems such as cancer, birth and a variety of industrial 
dioxin, asbestos, cadmium, defects, nervous system damage sources including electric 
toulene and chromium. oower olants. 

Carbon Monoxide • Reduces oxygen delivery to the Motor vehicles produce about 
body's organs and tissues. 60% nationwide. Other 

sources include industrial 
processes, non-transportation 
fuel combustion and wildfires. 

Lead • Harms the kidneys, liver, Metal processing is the biggest 
nervous system and other organs. It source of atmospheric lead. 
may cause neurological impairments 
and heart disease. 

Nitrogen Dioxide • Short-term exposure is linked to Cars, trucks and electric power 
respiratory illness in young children plants are the dominant 
and people with existing respiratory sources. 
illnesses. 
• Long term exposure may cause 
decreased respiratory function and 
infection. 
• Major contributor to acid rain 
and oround level ozone. 

Low-level ozone (aka smog)-Most • Respiratory irritant that causes voes come from motor 
widespread air pollutant. Ozone is decreased lung function, and has vehicles, chemical plants, 
formed by the reaction of volatile been linked to increased hospital refineries and other factories. 
organic compounds (VOCs) and admissions for asthma and other NOx comes from motor 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) in the respiratory problems. vehicles, electric power plants 
presence of heat and sunliaht. and other combustion sources. 

Particulate Matter (aka soot)-Solid • Aggravates asthma, decreases Most PM 2.5 comes from 
particles and liquid droplets in the lung function and causes other motor vehicles, coal-burning 
air. Some are large enough to be respiratory problems. electric power plants, and 
seen (PM 1 O), while others are • A major cause of reduced factories. PM 1 O comes from 
less than 2.5 micrometers in visiblity and can also damage paint windblown dust vehicles 
diameter and cannot be seen (PM and building materials. traveling on unpaved roads 
2.5). and crushing and grinding 

ooerations. 

Sulfur Dioxide • High concentrations can cause Combustion of coal and oil 
breathing problems with asthmatics, containing sulfur. Also 
and long term exposure can cause produced during metal 
respiratory illness. smelting and other industrial 

• Major contributor to acid rain processes . 
and oarticulate soot. 

AggendiJt ~ 

Hard money contributions to each candidate from members of the Edison Electric 
Institute, the American Petroleum Institute and ·the Alliance of Auto Manufacturers. 

Political Pollution 
TI> 



Candidate EEi API AAM Total 
Bauer $3,250.00 $3,325.00 $5,575.00 $12,150.00 
Bradley $7,250.00 $11,450.00 $2,250.00 $20,950.00 
Bush $268,589.00 $2.22,425.00 $30,700.00 $521,714.00 
Forbes $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
Gore $11 ,950.00 $35,250.00 $8,825.00 $56,025.00 
Hatch $2,000.00 $11 ,000.00 $8,000.00 $21,000.00 
McCain $13,750.00 $10,650.00 $2,150.00 $26,550.00 
Total $306,789.00 $294,100.00 $57,500.00 $658,389.00 

4PP•ndht J 

Soft Money contributions from members of the Edison Electric Institute, the American 
Petroleum Institute and the Alliance of Auto Manufacturers. 

Soft Money to Soft Money to 
Trade Group Republicans Democrats Total Soft Mone~ 
Edison Electric Institute $879,008.0C $295,000.00 $1 ,174,008.00 
American Petroleum 
Institute $1 ,165,979.00 $393,250.0C $1 ,559,229.00 
Alliance of Auto 
Manufacturers $68,100.0C s2,na.oo $70,878.0C 
Total $2,113,087.00 $691 ,028.00 $2,804, 115.00 

t ndnote ,. 

1•1997 National Air Quality Trends Brochure-Highlights," Environmental Protection Agency. 
www.epa.gov/airprogrm/aor/aqtrnd97/brochure/highlts.html. 

2..Automakers Testify on EPA's Clean 'Autos and Fuel Rule'," E-Wire, ens.lycos.com/e-
wire/June99/08june9904.html. 

3Edison Electric Institute web site: www.eei.org. 
"American Petroleum Institute web site: www.api.org. 
s..Dirty Dollars, Dirty Air: The Auto and Oil Industries Continuing Campaign Against Air Pollution Control," 

by US PIRG, September 1999, www.uspirg.org, page 1. 
S..,-rust Welcomes AAA Call for Utility Cleanup, But Notes Vehicles are Still Big Pollution Problem," Clean 

Air Trust, 9/29/99, www.cleanairtrust.org. 
7ip. Cit., US PIRG, page 11 . 
e..Automakers Testify on EPA's Clean 'Autos and Fuel Rule,' E-Wire press release by the Alliance of Auto 

Manufacturers; ens.lycos.com/e-wire/June99/08june9904.html. 
9"The Clean Smokestacks Act Will Close the Grandfather Loophole and Force Power Plants to Clean Up 

Their Acts," National Environmental Trust, www.envirotrust.com/field/wLh_facts.html. 
10EPA Sues 7 Utilities, Citing Violations, Orders TVA to Stop Alleged Practices," Wall Street Journal, 

November 4, 1999. 
11U.S. Sues Electric Utilities in Unprecedented Action to Enforce the Clean Air Acr, Environmental 

Protection Agency, November 3, 1999, www.epa.gov. 
12Legislation Watch: The Bulletin on Environmental Legislation," Natural Resources Defense Council, 

November 11 , 1999, www.nrdc.org. 
13op. cit. , US PIRG, page 13. 
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1..,-oxic Texas: The Environmental Legacy of Governor George W. Bush," Texas Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility, www.txpeer.org. 

is.ls He a Green Bush or a Brown Bush?" by David Case, TomPaine.com, C Florence Fund, 1999. 
,e..Bush Approach to Pollution: Preference for Self-Policing," New York Times, November 9, 1999. 
17Forbes, Steve, A New Birth of Freedom, 01999, pages 125, 127. 
18League of Conservation Voters, 1707 L Street, NW, Suite 750, Washington, DC 20036, phone: (202) 

785-8683, www.lcv.org. The National Environmental Scorecards issued by the League of Conservation 
Voters aim to "provide objective, factual information about the environmental voting records of all 
Members of Congress. The Scorecard represents the consensus of environmental experts who select 
the key votes on which Members of Congress should be graded." 

19Bauer web site: www.bauer2k.com. .. 
20op. cit., League of Conservation Voters. 
21"Environmental Concern Wanes In 1999 Earth Day Poll: Americans Still Care, but More Likely to See 

Progress," by Lydia Saad, Gallup News Service, April 22, 1999. Web site: www.gallup.com. 
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-Political 
~~Briefs 

· Gore targets Bush 
on. environment · 
UONEY CREEK,. iowa ·- vie~ 
lJ.President Al Gnc:ritfci7.edtie 

J .fnffuence of "big polluters" on his 
presidential race·yesteraay, singled 
oat Texas Gcmrnor George W. SV$h 
u a major off'ender. Gare framp~ted 
his plan to spend $2 billion on. con­
aenation programs, buf said, "We've 
been w:ing some real tough opposi­
tion" that's been e.'CpfflSed in cam­
paign giving. "When yuu look at .he 
influence of polluters, jmt to . take 
one category, there was a study t'rom 
a bi}m'tisan reform group that came 
out ~y that 86 percent of all 
that 6mding has 10ne to George 
Bush,.. Gore said. The Bush c:im.­

paign-rejec:ted the charge. (AP) 

CLOAC lHIC. OIUIC ~---... .. ...._ ... _ .. .... , __ ,.....,_,.. 
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Political --. 

Briefs 
Energy firms' staff 

.. , said to fund Bush 

CONCORD, N.H. - Governor 
George W. Bush of Te.us 1w 

received 79 percent of the money 
donated to presidential candidates 

,• ,. by employees of oil, electric power, 
and automobile interests in the ffrst 
nine months of the year, according 
to a report released yesterday by 
two citizens' groups. Bush received 
$521,714 of the $658,389 donated by 
workers of companies belonging to 
three trade organizations: the 
American Petroleum Institute; the 
Edison Electric Institute, which re­
presents utilities and plant owners; 
and the Alliance of Auto Manufac­
turers, said the report by the New 
Hampshire Citizens Alliance and the 
Iowa Citizen Action Network Foun­
dation, which supports changing 
campaign laW!. The groups attribut­
ed support for Bush to his lead in 
polls and what they said wa., a sub-
par environmental record. (AP}. • .,_ _ 
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Ildustries are 
najor donors 

• · :o campaigns 
By GARRY RAYNO 
N.H. Statehouse Writlt 

CONCORD - Industries most affected by feder­
al environmental regulations favor presidential 
candidate George W. Bush by-t-to-1 over the rest of 
the field. according to several environmental and 
consumer groups. 

At a press conierence held Wednesday to release 
a report on campaign contributions to presidential 
candidates from the petroleum industry, electric 
utilities and auto manufacturers, Anne Campbell of 
Money Watch 1000 said the industries have con­
tributed $3.46 million to the presidential candidates 
and the two parties. 

4These special interests continue to garner undue 
influence with elected officials," she said. 

The Bush campaign said rather than condemn­
ing the Te:,:as governor, these groups ought to 
praise him for working with the owners of older 
power plants to reduce pollutants. 

The report. Political Pollution, is the second 
from the group that promotes. comprehensive cam­
paign finance reform. The first report concerned 
contributions from the drug companies. Money 
Watch is a joint effort of New Pam~e Citizen 
Alliance and Iowa Citizen Action Network Educa- ., 
tion Foundation. 

Much of the money documented in the new report 
is so-called soft money to the Republican and 
Democratic parties. Soft money was intended for 
such things as get-out-the-vote drives, but is now 
used for advertising campaigns that often target 
candidates from the other party. 

Members of the Alliance of Auto Manufacturers, 
the Edison Electric Institute and the American 
Petroleum Institute contributed $2.1 million in soft 
money to the Republican Party and $691,000 to the 
Democratic Party. 

The same groups contributed $658,400 to all the 
presidential candidates with the exception of 
Republic311 Steve Forbes. Bush received $521,700 to 
lead the field. and Vice President Al Gore was sec• 
ond in total contributions with $56.000. 

CA.\IPAIGN. Page ..\8 

• 

Vol 73, ;>io. Z75 Laconia, XH. 

THl:RSDAY, ~OVEMBER 18, 1999 

■ CAl\JIPAlGN, 
From Page Al 

Reoublican Sen. John ~IcCain of 
Arizona received 326.550: Republi­
can Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah, 
$21,000; Democrat Bill Bradley. 
$20.950; and Republican Gary 
Bauer. Sl2.150. 

~clearly. these polluters want 
George W. Bush to be our next pres­
ident,~ Campbell said, noting that 
Bush received such a disproportion­
ate share of the contributions from 
the companies and their officials. 

She attributed the large percent­
age of contributions to Bush to both 
bis front-runner status and his envi­
ronmental record as governor of 
Te.us governor. 

what's best for our country. 
"These groups should applaud 

Gov. Bush for his environmental 
record in Texas.· she said. She said 
he was the first Texas governor co 
launch a voluntary emissions reduc• 
tions program for older utilities thac 
aren' t required co meet current 
standards for new plants, according 
to Tucker. That program reduced 
emissions by 250.000 tons a year. 
she said. 

Steve Blackledge. program direc­
tor for the ~ew Hampshire Public 
Interest Research Group. said the 
nm president will decide who will 
head the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

He said the industries are giving 
heavily to Bush in hopes that, if 
elected. he will resist tougher pollu• 
tion standards being proposed by 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

"This shows the problems with 
big money in politics and why we 
need campaign finance reform,~ 
Campbell said. 

Bush campaign spokeswoman 
l'Y'lindy Tucker said. "I! Gov. Bush is 
fortunate enough to be elected pres­
ident. he'll make decisions based on 

"If he is elected. these special 
interests will have special access to 
the ne:<t president,· Blackledge 
said. 
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PRIMARY 2000 .. 
-► CONCORD , 

;Report Shows 'political polluters' betting on Bush 
.• GOP candidate received c11n~i~1tes except for Steve Forbc~, 
· but ti ,s clear they have placed their 
:more than $5()(} ()(}() from bets on Bu! h," ~id Anne Camp• 

1 bell, executive d1ret.1or of Money 
pollution-generating firms. W,uch 2000, ~ join! projccr o_r the 

New Hampshi re Cillzen5 Alliance 
By KEVIN LANDRIGAN and Iowa Citizen Action Education 

;Telegraph Starr Foundation. 

: CONCORD - 1exas Oov. George 
•W. Bush is far and away the most 
; popular presidential candidate 
:among chemical and auto compa­

·,'nie, and utilities that produce the 
~OSI pollution, accordinJ lo a pub­
lic interest group's study released 

:Y.-edncsday. 
• The New Hampshire Citizen Al­
liance found Bush got SS21,714 in 
Individual don11tions - or 79 percent 
or the mone)' given to candidates -
from ellecutrves with the American 

·Petroleum Institute, the Edison 
Electric Institute and tbe Alliance 
of Auto Manufacturers. 

· Dem0ct11tic Vice President AJ 
• Gore came in second with SS6,02S, 
·or about one-tenth o{ whit Bush re• 
•ceived. 

"They have ,ma to all maj« 

Study author lris Newbury said 
it's both Bush's status as a front­
runner and his record as governor 
or 11:xas that made him the most 
popular candidate among these in­
dustries. 

-He is the front-runner and they 
want ac:cess to him, but he also has 
a record in lcxas which most envi• 
ronmental groups would say is not 
very good," Newbury said. 

These industries also favored the 
Republican Natio nal Committee 
over its Democratic counterpart by 
a margin o f more than 2 to l in 
their unlimited sort money dona­
tions, giving S2.1 million 10 the 
GOP IJld $691,028 to the Democ• 
rats. 

The report , titled "Political Pol• 
luten, - looked at donations given 
during the fint nine months of 

the year. 
Bush pres., secretary Mindy.Tuck­

er defended Bush's record on the 
environment. 

-u Governor Bush is fortunate 
enough to be elected preside nt , 
he'll make decisions based o n what 
is best for our country. These 
grou~ should be applauding his en• 
viro nmentel record in Ten.,. He's 
the fi~ t 'Icllas governor to launch a 
voluntary program for grandf•· 
thered utilities. Under his efforts, 
Texas hH reduced emissions by 
250,000 tons each year," Tucker 
said. 

-under his watch, lcus is the 
third state in the nation to require 
both reduction and r,cnnits by 
grandfathered facilities. ' 
. Bush has received criticism from 
environmental groups in 'Icllas for 
legislation that would have ellempt­
ed or "grandfathered" old power 
plants &om having to comply witb 
the federal Oean Air Act. 

They claim Bush invited polluten 
to write the propo,ed legislation In 
concert with his lbas Natural Re­
aoun:es Conservation Commitsioa, 

which they said 
is stacked with 
util ity- fr iendly 
members. 

The Tell.ts 
Legislature re• 
jcctcd Bush's 
proposed bill 
end made it 
tougher, forcing 
compliance on _.._-'Lo _ __. 
one-third of the 
"grandfathered" 
plants that Bush wanted to oempt. 

And while Teus his a stete law 
that bans candidates from accept· 
ing politicel donations while the 
Legislature is in seuio n, this did 
not prevent Bush from raising most 
of his presidcnt11I campaign money 
from these industries ,during that 
time. 

The New York Times recently re ­
ported that at least nine of Bush·s 
-pioneers" - who have agreed to 
raise S 100,000 each - arc executives 
with companies that create pollu­
tion. 

Bush has acknowledged that glob· 
al wanning is a problem, but he op-

posed the Kyoto Protocol that c11lls 
on companies worldwide to reduce 
their emissions and narions to adopt 
tougher enviro nmental rcgulat ioM 
to prevent global warming from get­
ting worse. 

The report released Wed nc,day 
also found that Bu,h got nearly 
Sl00,000 or his don11t ions from five 
companies that bundled donation, 
on the ume day. They were led hy 
FirstEnergy, which gave Bush 
S4S.SOO on Aug. 18. 

Steve Blackledge, program direc­
tor for the New Hampshire Public 
Interest Research Gr~p. said he 
hopes the nellt p resident will ,up• 
port the c11mp11fn 1g1inst global 
warming by vetotng any effort to 
block 1utom1ken from having to 
improve mileage standards. 

"'Political Po llute rs' shows the 
link between dirty dollan and dirty 
afr. We need our nellt president, 
and all elected o fficials. to ignore 
the big contnl>utions from special 
interests and instead to support cf. 
forts to reduce air pollution and to 
support campaign finance reform," 
Blldlledge said. 

C ONTRIUUTION l 1S T 

Hete is a list ol cont,~ 1 
l)fnldential c.ndidatn from fflflf 
pollution-generating compenl< 
and utllltles. beHd on a report r 
le■Hd Wednesday by the Nt 
Hampthlte Cltlzen Alllence· 

■ Bueh: $521 .714 
■ OOfe• S56.025 
■ McCain S26.550 
■ Hitch · S21 .000 
■ Bradley: S20,950 
■ Bauer $12.150 
■ Fortlet: SO 

Former U.S. Sen. Bill Dredle, 
·New Jersey had the highett rat 
· from the League of Conierv■ I 

Voten of any pre,idential c■r 
· datt, a lifetime ~ore of 114 pcm 

Go re 's ~ore i, 64 percent , wl 
U.S. Sen. John McCain o f l\rizt 
is 11 20 percent and U.S. S 
Orrin Hatch of Utah is at I 2 r 
cent. 

000 
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Special interests betting on Bush, study says 
By JOHN TOOLE as an except.Ion - were getting money Crom the 
8lale HollM 9uteeu special interests. 

CONCORD - Auto, oil and electric company ~n• . The watchdog groups charge that the donors 
terests are trying to buy influence at the White want a say in environmental policy decisions after 
House through cam1>9ign contributions to Presl• the election. 
dential candidates, a C011lltlon or Iowa and Ne;w · The report Is the second in a series looking at top 
Hampshire watchdoe IJ'OUP8 chutM yesterday in Issues In the campaign and the "vested interest," 
• new report. tied to the debate. 

Texas Gov. C?e<>~ge W. Bush is N!Ct!iving the bulk "As long as candidates for President have lo rely 
o_r their contri~tions - $521,714 - nearlr (our on private contributions from wealthy special inter­
times the combined totals or the other candidates, ests lo fund their campaigns, these special interests 
the study concluded. . will continue to gamer undue influence with our 

"It is clear they have placed their bets on George elected officials," Campbell said. 
W. Bush with 79 percent or their money," said Anne The report analyzed' contributions made during 
Campbell, campaign mana,er ror the Money Watch the first nine months of the year by members of 
2000 project. auto, oil and electric industry trade groups, or their 

A joint effort of New Hampshire Citizens Alliance spouse9, to the candidates. 
and the Iowa Citi%en Action Network F.ducation Bush led Republicans, followed by U.S. Sen. 
Foundation, the project's goal Is "to educate the John McCain or Ari%ona, $26,550; U.S. Sen. Orrin 
publk about problems posed by big money in poll· Hatch of Utah, $21,000; and former Reagan admin· 
tics and the need for comprehensive reform," lstntlon aide Gary Bauer, $12,150. 
Campbell said. Vice President Al Gore topped the Democrats but 

11'e report, "PollUcal Pollution," ~ that was far behind Bush at $56,025. Former U.S. Sen. 
a-i ~ candidates - SleYe l'orbel WU noted Bill Bradley o( N~ Jersey received $20,950. 

"All major candld11te!I are N!Ct!lvlng some money 
with the exception of Steve Forbes, mostly because 
he's self.financing his campaign.'' said Beatrice F. 
Newbury, who wrote the report. 

Newbu,y speculated the donations lo Bush rec• 
ognize both his standing In the polls and hi• envl• 
ronmental record u governor. 

"He, obviously, in every poll I've seen. Is the 
frontrunner, both for the Republican Party and po­
tentially for the election. And a lot of special inter♦ 
ests will back the frontrunner.'' Newbury said. 

"However, from the research I did. he has a re♦ 
cord in Texas that most environmental groups 
would say is not good. So we think their contribu• 
tlons to him also reflect hi• record in Texas," she 
said. 

"Regardless or why they are giving George W. 
Bush money . . . the point of concern is, if he's 
elected. these special interests wm have aecess and 
influence with the next President of the United 
States whether it's George Bush or any other can• 
didate'." said Steve Blackledge, program director 
for the New Hampshire Public Interest ReMvch 
Group. 

"If Gov. Buah la fortunate enough to be elected 

President, he'll make decisions ba!led 4ffl wh111 
best for the country," Bush spoke1man Min, 
Tucker responded. 

"Tht'lle groups should applaud Gov. Bu!lh for h 
environmental record In Texas.'' Tucker !lllld. polr 
Ing to Bush initiatives aimed at llmltlnc s,ow. 
plant emi11ions. 

''The big polluters clearly want George Bu!lh 
the White House," said Doug Hatt-.y, a spok, 
man for the Gore campaign. 

"Al Gore would be their worst nightmare.'' H11t1 
way said. "Gore hu a long record of lightin1 polh 
en and helped write the federal law that mak 
them clean up their messes." 

One of the participants in yesterday's press cc 
ference highlighting the report -s dressed a1 
dollar-covered smokestack. 

The watchdog groups have already reported 
contributions from people with ties to phannaceu 
cal corn1>9nies. 

Three or four more reports are expec:t.ed be(« 
the Feb. 1 Presidential primary. 
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_-.G~oup: Worst ·air polluters giving to B~sh 
. : . . • ~ . • i. 

f,, By ALEC MacGIWS.,,·l 
. , Monitor staff .,. , .. 

· • The industries that rank among the 
nation's worst air polluters are stoking 
Gov. George W. Bush's presidential 
campaign, a local watchdog group said 
yesterday. 

fuels by cars and ·power plants ~ ·the· 
leading cause of air pollution. .. , . .. , .... 

The study round the three induitries . 
are overwhelmingly favo~ Bush: By 
the end of the last filing penod, be bad 
received 79 percent of their direct 
donations, the group said 

~ ~~· ... ' jr~ ....... I . ·, 

. . . .,.,... I - • 

New Hampshire Citizens Alliance 
compiled a report on presidential cam­
paign contributions from electric utili­
ties, petroleum companies and car 
manufacturers. 'l}le burning of fossil . . 

As of Sepl 30, members of the 
Alliance of Auto Manufacturers, the 
Edison Electric Institute and the · 
American Petroleum Institute - . the 

■ See cqNTRIBUTE - Page A-12 
r:- ~ 
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:leadhur trade groups In the indus- · "It is clear they've ilaced their tions upon them. 
. · !tries:-nad given $658,389 in individ- beta on George Bush, said Anne According to Steve Blackledge 

;ua1 donations to candidates, the Campbell of Citizens Alliance. of New Hampshire Public Interest 
! ... round The report underscores what is Research Group, the next presi­
: · .. The trade groups also gave likely to become a major issue in dent will be faced with challenges 
.about- $2.8 million to political par- the general election should Bush on an even larger scale on the air 
ties - "soft money" - favorinJ the become bis party's nominee; Al pollution front The federal Envi­
:Republlcan Party by a ratio of Gore, for one, has already started ronmental Protection Agency is 

· :a1mo1t 2-1, according to the study. attacking Bush's record on the expected to finalize tougher pollu-
: Bush received $521,714 of the environment, contrasting it with his tion standards Cor cars and gaso­
individual contributions, which con- own fight against global warming. line within the next year; how 
,listed mainly of gifts from employ- which scientists say is caused by strictly those standards are 
~ees and officers of the companies. air pollution. · · enlorced, he said, will depend on 
:Many of the donations came in Gore is a distant runner-up to who is in the White House. 
;-,,undies" - pooled. contributions Bush when it comes to donations • The report, Blackledge said, 
,from members of one company - from the three industries, with a "shows the link between dirty dol­
including a· $45,500 clump from total of $56,025. Steve Forbes, who la.rs and dirty air. We need our next 
:FirstEnergy in August is paying Cor bis own campaign, was · president, and all elected officials, 
' Bush's tally from the trio of the only candidate without any to ignore big contributions from 
·Industries ls but a Craction of the donations from the industries. . · special interests and instead to 
j$60 million he has collected in total. During Bush's tenure as gover- support efforts to reduce air pollu-
1Accordin§ to the study's authors, nor; Houston surpassed Los Ange- tlon." 
ithough, its the disproportion in the les as the smoggiest city in the Asked about the study, Bush's 
ilndustries' donations that is most country. Environmentalists have campaign denied the industry 
significant : · criticized Bush ror·letting industry donations would unduly influence 
! The companies' preference Cor leaders in Texas devise their own Bush. 
iBuah has two likely explanations, . plan for reducing pollution in the 
(study author 'IN Newbury said: It · state, rather than imposing regula-
jla both an acknowledgment that 
, Bush is leading in the polls and a 
lreco@lition of Bush's business-
;friendly, environmental record in 
;'l'exas. 

· I 

... 



•· · -The Wire - News from The AP 

NOVEMBER 17, 22:31 EST 

Report: Air Polluters Backing Bush 
By GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press Writer 

Page 1 of 2 

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) - Texas Gov. George W. Bush has received 79 percent 
of the money donated to presidential candidates by employees of oil, electric 
power and automobile interests during the first nine months of the year, said 
a report Wednesday by two citizens' groups. 

Bush received $521,714 of the $658,389 donated by workers of companies 
belonging to three trade organizations: the American Petroleum Institute; the 
Edison Electric Institute, which represents electric utilities and power plant 
owners; and the Alliance of Auto Manufacturers, said the report by the New 
Hampshire Citizens Alliance, a nonprofit watchdog group concerned with 
educaton, campaign finance laws and the environment, and the Iowa Citizen 
Action Network Foundation, which supports changing campaign finance laws. 

The groups attributed support for the two-term Texas governor to his lead in 
public opinion polls and what they described as his sub-par environmental 
record. 

' ' He has a record in Texas that most environmental groups would say is not 
very good," said Tris Newbury, author of the report, ' ' Political Pollution." 

Newbury calculated the totals by examining individual campaign contributions, 
which require donors to list their employers. 

Bush's campaign did not immediately return a telephone call Wednesday for 
comment. Campaign spokeswoman Mindy Tucker previously has responded to 
criticism of Bush's environmental record by saying that Texas has seen a 10 
percent reduction in industrial pollution and leads the nation in reducing the 
release and disposal of toxic waste since he became governor. 

All major candidates except Republican Steve Forbes took money from these 
employees. Vice President Al Gore, who is seeking the Democratic presidential 
nomination, received the second-highest total, $56,025, about one-tenth of 
Bush's total. 

Republican Arizona Sen. John McCain received $26,550; Republican Utah Sen. 
Orrin Hatch, $21,000; Democrat Bill Bradley, $20,950; and Republican Gary 
Bauer, $12,150. 

Steve Blackledge, program director for New Hampshire Public Interest 

11/18/99 2:03;50 PM 
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Research Group, said the industries are giving heavily to Bush in hopes that, if 
elected, he will resist tougher pollution standards being proposed by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

• • If he is elected, these special interests will have special access to the next 
president," Blackledge said. 

Since Bush became governor in 1995, Houston has surpassed Los Angeles as 
the country's smoggiest city, according to the 1999 U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Toxic Release Inventory Report. Four other Texas cities are 
on the verge of violating federal air quality standards. 

Environmental groups also have criticized Bush's plan to regulate Texas 
industrial plants that are too old to be covered by the state's 1971 Clean Air 
Act. State regulators had been considering mandatory restrictions, but Bush 
intervened and asked industry leaders to draft their own, voluntary standards. 

11/18/99 

~ J us news l WQrk1 l business l .5QQrts l weather l search l ~ J 
Ap 

Copyright 1999 Associated Press. All rights reserved. 
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

comments and auestjons 
AP orjyacy statement 

2:03:51 PM 



) 

USAction 
1341 G St., NW, Suite 600 

Washington, DC 20005 
Tel: 202.661 .021 6 
Fax: 202. 737.9197 

Email: cff@cffuture.org 

WHAT IS USAction? 

USAction is a new, national, progressive, grassroots organization. We are dedicated to 
streng_thening progressive political power to win social, racial, economic and environmental 
iustice for aH. 
' 

USAccion was founded by 300 delegates from 38 states at its November, 1999, convention 
in Chicago. Thirty-nine organizations have already either affiliated with or are in the 
process of affiliating with USAccion. Most USAction affiliates are statewide, multi-issue 
organizations. AFSOAE, SETTJ and the US Student Association are also members. 

USAction's initial program priorities are: 

l. The Campaign for Social and Health Security, which advocates for quality, affordable 
he,tlrh care for .ill Americans, and for the defense and strengthening of Social Security. 

2. A campaign for quality public education for every American student. 
3. A program to help the affiliates to be stronger, broader, deeper organizations that can 

wield progressive power on all their concerns. 

USAction has an Executive Committee composed of six officers, three committee chairs and 
two constituency representatives. They are: 

• President: William McNary, Citizen Action of IL legislative director 
• Secretary-Treasurer: Mani Rosenberg, RI, Ocean State Action execuuve director, ~onheast Action 

board member 
• Vice-presidents: 

• Heather Booth, DC, Midwest Academy board chair. Project Amos consultant 
• Deana Knutsen, Washington Citizen Action board president and Northwest Federation of 

Community Organ izations board chair 
• Randall Merritt, Georgia Rural Urban Summit field director, Democracy South board member 
• Luis Wilmot. Texas Citizen Action board member and former regional counsel for MALDEF 

• Larry Marx, Fundraising Committee chair; Wl Citizen Action executive director 
• Richard Kirsch, Yfembership and Affiliation Committee chair; Citizen Action of NY executive 

director. ;'1/onheast Action board member 
• Lauren Townsend, Program Committee chair; PA, Citizens for Consumer Justice executive director 
• George Fence, OR Action and NWFCO board member, representing our representative population 

councils 
• Anna Burger, DC, SEIU Eastern Region Vice-president, representing national organizations 

USAction's Execu1ive Director is Jeff Blum; Field Director is Wendy Ray. 
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Coalition Members 
Pennsylvania Campaign for Social 

and Health Security 

1199 
ACORN 

Action Alliance of Senior Citizens 
AFL-CIO Pennsylvania 

AFSCME District Council 47 
AFSCME DC 4 7 Retirees Chapter 
Allegheny County Labor Council 

Americans for Democratic Action Western 
Pennsylvania Chapter 

Autism Society of Pennsylvania 
Brain Injury Association of Eastern 

Pennsylvania 
Center for Disability Law and Politics 

Citizens for Consumer Justice 
Community Progress Council 

Consumers Education and Protective 
Association 
DES Action 

Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Association 
Gray Panthers 

Health Professionals and Allied 
Employees 

Jewish Labor Committee 
Just Harvest 

Liberty Resources Incorporated 
Maternity Care Coalition 

Mayors Commission on Services to the 
Aging 

Mental Health Aging and Advocacy 
Project 

Mental Health Association of 
Pennsylvania 

Mental Health Association of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania 

Montgomery County Commission on 
Women and Families 

Mon Valley Unemployed Committee 

National Coalition of Mental Health 
Professionals and Consumers, Inc. 

National Hispanic Council on Aging 
National Workplace Injury Litigation 

Group 
Northeast Pennsylvania Center for 

Independent Living 
Peace Action Delaware County 

Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
Pennsylvania Federation oflnjured 

Workers 
Pennsylvania Mental Health Consumers 

Association 
Pennsylvania State Council of Senior 

Citizens 
Pennsylvania State Nurses Association 

Philadelphia AIDS Coalition 
Philadelphia Chapter of the National 
Caucus and Center on Black Aged 

Philadelphia Coalition of Labor Union 
Women 

Philadelphia Corporation for Aging 
Philadelphia Council AFL-CIO 

Philadelphia Unemployment Project 
Planned Parenthood Pennsylvania 

Rainbow Kitchen Community Services 
SEIU, Pennsylvania State Council 

Salud Hispana 
Spanish Community Association of 

Central Pennsylvania 
The Arc of Pennsylvania 

The People's Medical Society 
Three Rivers Center for Independent 

Living 
United Methodist Witness in Pennsylvania 

United Nurses of Pennsylvania 
Urban League of Lancaster County lnc. 

Urban League of Pittsburgh 
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Steep rise in drug prices sparks concern 

November 25, 1999 

By M. PAUL JACKSON 
Times Leader Staff Writer 

WILKES-BARRE -- Frank Eisenstein knows 
how much health care can cost these days. 

Awake at 5:30 a.m., aflcr a few morning 
chores, he's off to visit his wife at the Meadows 
Nursing Home in Dallas. 

Between his wife's care -- several thousand per 
month -- and the $ 1,300 he spends annually in 
presc1iption medications for himself, 
Eisenstein's costs exceed what most seniors 
pay. 

But three weeks ago, even he was shocked. 

The cost of probenecid, the medication 
Eisenstein has been taking for three decades to 
control gout, jumped from $21 to $70 -- a 230 
percent increase -- during a six-month period. 

When the new price was quoted over the 
phone, "I said, 'you must be kidding me,"' said 
Eisenstein, 86. "How can an old medication go 
up?" 

Frank Eisenstein, 86, holds his 
prescription drug that has 
increased 230 percent. 

It's a question that's being asked by a growing 
number of cash-strapped seniors, who are beginning to fight what they perceive as 
price-gouging on the part of drug manufacturers. 

According to the state Department of Aging, sales of prescription medications 
jumped 112 percent nationally during a five-year period. 

Nationally, about $121 billion was spent on medications in 1998, compared to $57 
bi llion in 1993. 

And most of the costs go to medication for the elderly. Seniors represent only 12 
percent of the population, but they pay abou t 43 percent of the nation's drug costs, 
according to the Department of Aging. 

Seniors "buy the most expensive drugs," said Tom Snedden, a department 
spokesman. 

11130199 I 0:55 AM 
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Cutbacks to Medicare-risk drug prescription plans have hurt as well. 

Since January, 43 of the nation's managed care companies have dropped their risk 
plans. Some of those plans included prescription drug coverage. 

But the plans have become too expensive for many companies, forcing a growing 
number of seniors to fend for themselves. 

"Needless to say, it's a matter of heated debate these days," Snedden said. 

He predicted more seniors will be writing to their state representatives in the 
coming months, calling for reduced prices for their medications. 

"All of this is going to precipitate into an investigation of the drug pricing 
practices," Snedden said. 

Others agreed. More seniors are looking to fight rising drug prices by appealing to 
government representatives, said Alisa Simon, director for Citizens for Consumer 
Justice, a not-for-profit organization focusing on health and safety issues in 
Philadelphia. 

"The pharmaceutical companies are just gouging senior citizens for medication," 
she said. "They don't count senior citizens as a block of people that are buying 
together." 

According to Families USA, a non-profit health care advocacy group based in 
Washington, D.C., the price of the 50 most frequently used drugs by the elderly 
increased more than four times the rate of inflation in 1998. 

Some of the drugs -- including lorazeparn, a drug used to treat Parkinson's Disease 
-- had a one-year price increase of more than 100 percent. 

For seniors, "it's incredibly difficult," Simon said. "Senior citizens and people with 
disabilities often pay up to 300 percent" more than insurance companies and 
hospitals. 

Officials say the rising prices are the result of more expensive research projects, 
but critics charge some generic drug companies have a virtual monopoly on certain 
medications. 

Hard to swallow 

Rising prescription drug 
prices are hard for seniors on 
fixed incomes to swallow. To 
read a report about the soaring 
cost of medication, click 
here. 

Zenith Goldline Phannaceuticals, a 
subsidiary of the IV AX Corp. in Florida, is 
one of three companies that make the 
generic drug probenecid. The companies ' 
control over the drug could be one reason 
for its price, some said. 

"Some generic companies have cornered the 
market on certain medications," said Angelo 
Greco, a pharmacist at Greco's Apothecary 
in Kingston. "So when they do that, the 
price goes up." 

Mylan Laboratories Inc. -- the nation's second-largest generic drug manufacturer -­
was sued by the Federal Trade Commission early in the year. 

The commission's antitrust lawsuit claimed the Mylan unfairly raised the 

11/30/99 l 0:55 AM 
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wholesale price of an anti-anxiety medication, clorazepate, from $11.36 to about 
$377 per 500-pill bottle in January 1998. 

At the Kingston phannacy, probenecid sells for $59 -- up from $37.80 six months 
ago, Greco said. 

"You can take basically any drug today that's available by prescription and find a 
therapeutic equivalent in the marketplace," Snedden said. "There's a measurable 
price difference between the two." 

Zenith officials were W1available for comment. 

Meanwhile, seniors like Eisenstein are paying more and more to get their 
medications. 

Eisenstein, a former counterintelligence agent for the U.S. Anny, has been taking 
probenecid daily for nearly 36 years. 

The anti-gout medication is just one of a number of prescription medications he 
takes. He estimated he spends between $1,300 and $1,400 a year on medications, 
slightly more than the $1,000 per year spent by the typical senior. 

"I'm on so many medications it's not funny," he said. 

And while he has a prescription drug plan -- his insurance pays for about $500 of 
his prescription costs --the rapid price hikes have gone too far, he said. 

"When people get gouged like this, they should report it," he said. "I think it's an 
utter disgrace that this should be allowed." 

© 1999 The Times Leader 
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At the news conference to back managed-care reform are (from left) 
U.S. Reps. Robert Borski, Chaka Fattah and Joseph Hoeffel; 
Joseph Rauscher, 11eacl of the Philadelphia AFL-CIO; U.S. Reps. 
Robert Brady and Ron Klink; c1nd labor leader Henry Nicholas. 

------- -
TIIUHSDAY. SEP T EI\IBEH !J, 19!HJ 

. ·- -- - - · - -----

• ERIC MENCHER / Inquirer Stall Photog,apher 
Listening are Betty F!anagan (in white hat), presidenfof District 
Council 47 retirees, and Jeanne Boone (right), of the Action 
Alliance of Senior Citizens of Greater Philadelphia, who later spoke. 

United in their pledge 
to secure a healthy future 
Gathered together at 30th Street Station, the activists and 
the congressmen were of one mind. At a news conference 
yesterday, five legislators and ,;1embers of the Pennsylvania 
Campaign for Social and Health Security, a coalition of about 
50 organizations, made a ptiblic commitment to oppose plans 
to privatize Social Security or to turn Medicare over to 
IIMOs, and to support real managed-care reform , including a 
strong patients' bill of rights. 
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ALAN BRIAN NILSEN/ FOR THE OAJLY NEWS 

Rep. Robert A. Brady signs a pledge presented by the Citizens for Consumer Justice to oppose plans to prlvattze Social 
Security and support managed care reform, including the right of patients to sue for denied care. Behind Brady Is Rep. Joe 
Hoeffel (left), who also signed the pledge at the 30th Street Station yesterday. 

His photos 
will be star 
of exhibit 

THOMAS B. MORTON 
At•: 53. 
Famlly: Single. 
Uves: West Philadelphia. 
Bac"-round: Raised 
West Philly and German· . 
town. Degrees in graphic 
arts and comtemporary 
Spanish-American litera­
ture. Fluent in Spanish 
and Portuguese. 
OverMa•: Five years in 
Peace Corps in Panama 
and Dominican Republic. 
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Activists seek cut in prescription 
More than 200 hold protest outside Hastert's district office 

By I\IAHK FOST EH 
Kane County Clm:mic/e 

John Cameron of Illinois Action, 
leader of the rally, charged that House 
Republicans killed legislation in com­
mittee to cut prescript.ion prices for 
Medicare patients, and that Hastert this 
month used hi!'l power as speaker to pre­
vent a floor debate on the issue. 

. . . 
would have 'to either raise truces or cut 
Medicare benefits," McGovern added. 

McGovern noted that he met with the 
group's leaders the last time they made 
their protest. · 

d,rllgj1ri~es 
) r ' . 

BATAVIA - More than 200 activists 
from across the nation rallied outside 
U.S. House Speaker Dennis llastert's 
Batavia district office F1iday, demanding 
legislation to cut prescription drug 
prices for Medicare patients. 

They brought thousands of empty pre­
scription drug bottles, and dumped them 
at the door to the speaker's office at 27 
N. River St. 

Cameron said that senior citizens pay 
an average of $525 per month out-of­
pocket for medical costs. 

. Outside, the demonstrators chanted 
slogans like "No health care, no peace!" 
and held placards aloft.. •;- ·· 

The demon~trators charged that 
Hastert is standing in the way of legisla­
tion that would provide seniors with cov­
erage for prescription drugs, and is 
put.ting the interests of big pham1aceuti- . 
cal companies ahead of ordinary people. 

The group rallied under the banner of 
US Action, and other activist organiza­
tions, including Illinois Action and Metro 
3eniors. 

US Action is "a newly launched 
nationwide grassroots organization 
righting for social, economic, racial and . 
'}nvironmental justice." 

"We need for the Speaker of the House 
to stop speaking for the drug companies 
and start speaking for us," Cameron 
said. · 

Illinois Action rallied in front of 
Hastert's office on the same issue about 
two months ago. Cameron said Hastert 
has refused to meet ,vith his group. 

Inside the office, Hastert press secre­
tary John McGovern said the speaker 
was not in the office, and that the dis­
trict staff would not meet ,vith the 
protest leaders. 

"They want universal entitlement, and 
that would bust the budget," McGovern 
said. , 

"Under President Clinton's plan, we 

They cheered as their leaders,. frp~ , 
states including Maine, Mississippi, Ari- · 
zona and Minnesota, made speeches. 

"We have people who have to ·make a ·,, 
choice whether to eat or buy prescription 
drugs!" declared Norma Murray of 
Metro Action for Seniors. . . ' 

"Speaker Hastert, you've shown your 
priorit ies ·to America's seniors. Next 
November, America's seniors will show 
you'theirs," Cameron shouted. 

John Marvin of Maine said that many 
seniors find it less expensive to cross the 
border into Canada to buy prescriptions. 

One by one, representatives of US 
Action's state organizations dumped 

Please see PROTEST page 8 

Bob Cffl'ord - Chronick photo Slaff 

Sara Williams of Jackson, Miss., protesting 
with US Adion, places empty prescription 
bottles into a·barrel at U.S. House Speake·r 
Dennis Hastert's office. .: 
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their empty prescription drug 
bottles into a large barrel, filling 
it to overflowi ng, and placed it, at 
the locked door of Hast,ert's 
office. 

State Hep. l\lnr_v Flowers. D­
Chicago, a lso pru·ticipat,ed in the 
rally. 

"Health care is an issue that 
can't wait. Prescription drug cov­
erage is not a luxury, it's a neces­
s ity," Flowers said. 

''These are people who have 
paid their dues," Flowers said. 

Flowers said t,he slate govern­
ment is powerless to change 
Medicare policy. 

"We're at the mercy of the fed­
eral government," Flowers said. 

Rank and file members of the 
protest were equaJly vocal. 

"We're going to tell Hastert 
loud and clear t,hat, we want 
something done about outra­
geous prescription drug prices," 
said Sam Gien-yn of l\Iadison, 
Wis. 

Gene Farley, a family physi­
cian from Madison, said that 

Bob Gerrard - Chronicle photo staff 

John Marvin of Maine, left, of the National Council of Senior 
Citizens speaks as Juan Carlos of US Action holds the bullhorn at 
a protest over prescription prices Friday in front of House 
Speaker Dennis Hastert's district office in Batavia. 

"Il astcrt's s tand means that our 
patients pay exorbitant prices. 
I le spea ks only for corporate 
profit." 

. Seniors are entitled to the 
same price breaks as large buy­
ers, like HMOs, said Pedro 
Rodriguez of Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Centn'. Labor Cou:-c•I of the AFL-CIQ 
were joined T'.' '!sday moming by e '.her 
\1cRllh care advocatc.s in front of Se:>t.tor 
t<. ici: Santomm 's office to dema11d tr~ 
an~ Senator Arlen ~;x-ctor vote in fan,; 
of Se!l~:~ Bill 6 - :;~~ Pa1ien11' Bili of 
Rights . . 

The Coalition is concerned that for­
profit managed care companie, put ft: :: 
profiu of lll&ilaged care ,tockholdc:s 
and CEOs before the health of patient, . 

Pe<lro Rodriguez., executive director d 
Action Alliance of Senior Citizcm of 

-· - --- -
Com0iume:l'."S cl,m_mir for HMO m~eountabilll'y 
f ,"1;,.n .Tf n,·:,r . . o S ,;t :~:it~ "M.~nag{;d ct.,t oeecis :t ir111fic · 111~rirs o:..,er!e~ce<l hy ,- people like 
, ,, ~h , . .-, -:-/~ . ., e1i )0.10, ~ co p, sa id Lwlen Tcwnsend, Michelle OeSile:ts of Ardm,,1c 
'\'i. ,,.i.. , -S · # ff Execulive u ircclot of Ci!iuns for PA." · 
l;)yte1,·_~J~I, an,o:, um . Consume, .:ustice .. Th,i year: before DeSi!ets' best friend -her father . 
:~r,i ~~,rJJ.1r•:f1. .. 4 ~~.--~~ ! thr. yeat 20/JU, w~ ;nu:,! ,a~~ Senate was In A tar accident and suffer~ 
v--: ::t•.l'•~,., f -ur"-11 ~,~ BH; 6, !he P . .::~,. h !=eiil~' Bill o{ head th,urna that required much 

~. LU :ro · :o,'i.7,wrurr · ocul Rit!~t~s. \'./e i, tu~! s::1r, 1i1e '1orror needed specialized therap~. 

--- ---- . - · .. - -

Gtc;a~cr rhiladek.!' ;fl uid, 't'.•~I>': z.rc 
sevenl key elem~~ lhat mu:-1 be ; re­
sent in b gislatlon t11a1 give, ptl'.·c11S 
more po·.·,er in d.::: -:ling with 1--:~ lh 
k :turanci: compat1iu. They include 
,:;·~uantccd access t:; emergency car~ 
r.:~.: medical speciali,11, pcrmit!lng 
patientJ to appeal the denle.l ~[ care to 
an independent panel 01 medical eit \)'!rt, 
and the ability for patients to he !<! 
HMOs accountable .~ild rcw·1t,· 1Jam­
ages for Improper denld of care .. a c riti­
cal clements of real rcfonn." 

Marty Berger of 1:·,c Pennsylvania 
Council o f Senion ihd aho an Acti;rn 

Alliance Board Member ended t/.e ntws 
!'.e>1fc:encc listing the wide .i.rray of s:,p­
~rt nllrt;c~wide for Senate Bill 6 .>1°!i i; 

d 111lcnge. 'These arc th-~ people wh,; 
ate for thi, bill Rfld the>· will h:1 .1~. :,:; 
withstand the pre,; •; re ol a mul•.;-mi! ­
lion dollar lobbying and ad vc.tisin~ 
campaign to atop :-.•.a1 HMO 
rdom1 ... .let ', hore that :\:o s~.narou 
will listen lo Pennsylvania ;iaticnts of 
lllain street a11d not the I IMO's of Wall 
St!l.'el ant their PAC con1ribu1ions ... " 

The Ad io11 All iance of Scninr C'itinm 
b \hr. kricsl , cnior organiu1iu 11 in 
Soui:-- .-1ai-cm Pennaylv1111ia. Cicizcn, 

Michelle be came her father 's 
guardian and tried desperately, aller 
lhe accident, to obtain for her fathc, 
the needed therapy to make him 
whole again. 
Tragically, Michelle ·s requests of, 

and communica tion wi1h, her 
r.,i:-ic: r 's HMO about his requiting 
sµN;ia:;zed care (~nd quickly ~3 the 
Iii;,' yen, 11rter a heid lt <1 uma is con­
si1b ed 1:-ie mos• '!ffcc live time for 
reh;:Ji,i idl.i'Jn) we.-~ greeted wich 
1. ton-:walling, mishandling and 
negle .-:1. 
T•ic Ac!iun Alliance of Senior 

Citiz.cns of Greater Philadelphia. 
Ci112.cns for Consumer Justice. 
Pu rnsylvania Counc il o f Senior 
Ciii1 c11 •:, Cl: PA, Phil~tlelphi a 
:Jro.:111 pl11 y111e11t l'rui• · I 11111I the 

l'oi Co1111.oner Justice (CCJ), is 
P., :•nsylvan:a's lasgest consume, orga­
niz.ation wof.d ng on health and safety 
i~N~ i. IJ1 the last year, CCI And Action 
Alli ance: have worked for a state and 
na:ional l'atic11ts' Bill of Right. Both 
organizations were organizers ent! par­
ticipants of the 1998 Patients not ?iofits 
Coa lit ion's campaign to preserve chari -
1able a~scls and communi ty acwuntobie 
hcal1h ca :c throughout the tlemise, 
banknlplcy and ule of the Allegheny 
llealth System in Sou1heas1crn 
l'cnnsylvania. 
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Preventive me{1icine 
.1.1 lloz:.,1ing state la-vJsuits on managed care 

is a j~rst stc?p in real health-cari rr:fonn. 
The t',lt.! 1( th · .-epuhli...: ·nust 11.:11:; 

tn the bul.ince. ~o , hrill. unpass1ond 
<1nJ ;,artisan IS · :i~ ;_ .S. Scn,1r._: <l..:h1k 
•m ,1m1· IO ,·.:~:ilar..: the man<l!!<.:1-..:::ir<! 
in:.urer:, 10 wnom i6I nrnl:o,n ,\men­
...:.:ins look for their health co,·eroge. 

~lore likely. it·-; 111e our..:0111..: of next 
yenr·s con~res:-inn:i: elections ml.! ·he 
::a:e ior the \\"h11..: H,1u:.e that , It ,rake. 

He:ilth-c:irc r :.! t ,rm ts l1ot c\·t:n 
rehrm lite. And thuf,; just 1,·h,lt ihc :;,::n­
arc is up to thi 0 •.1 ,~..:k. follo\\'111~ the 
Huuse lead or la~t \ ~ar. 

:'\ot e\'cn the :~il-bhnrn D .. •r.inc: .. i.i,.; 
. er,;1on of mandate , on heulth co•·er­
:l:.!I:.'. nnr !.!l'anltn!.! injured µat1e1H:i · :he 
ri.!ht to sue man,H!cd-care pl,111s. r, ' :lJ 
am,~unt tn fun<lamcntal rl;!r'lrm. ,\ II :ns:: 
mor:.: true for Re:iuhli..::in:i" i11-sltr.1 JP· 
proach. ll'llll:h ll'ould expand ..:o,·erage 
,,i emcrg..:ncy i.:an.! ·mJ •>pt for ,In .ip­
neals pn><.:<!~S of J1::;iutc<l <lc<.:1s1ons. 

The part!c:, dtl'cnn?; .iopro.ii.:!:e:­
Jr-:: ·-.is profounJ .i, anytlll!l!.! ·h.11 J1-
nJe:, Republican:- ,111J Dem•h.r:n<· .ic­
..:nn.l rng to :,t!nat.: \linorny Lc:alcr r ,Jm 
Da:,i.:hle t D .. S.0 .. Y.:t on th..: :·e:11 ..:nsi:; 
rn health ..:arc - 1 1e -13 :11.ll :on-riu,; 
.\meru.::in:, wnhout aculth i.: .ll cr:1!.!e -
;Jol1t1c1ans ,1( all -t:·1pe:: seem 11111ted . 
rn J,, lml..:. t·:1c:r ·nessagc i,, ,-,ull. TJk<! 
;1 sent 111 the \l':11 t:n~ room. 

.\s Ion!.! os tile .;,1unt ry·-. n,n cmrar­
ras::-ed h~ ·mt,cr-r • 11 the .:,;1e1:~e -,f 
those truly m need. 111en ict t!lt! de1xHc 
-in ;:i,1t1ent ngln, pr•,..:e1;<l. 

Is ll broken. this -.r~tem 01 111.inaged 
c:ire th.:it halted run.iw.:iy co--rs. exp:rnJ­
.:d JCCt::,c; to pre,·e111·,e sc:-eer.1ng, .. nJ 
san~J .\illt'n<.::ms mii!inns in ,iut-nf- Md<· 
t:t expenses i Hardi r 

But m::inJ~t:d ..::in: iws J Jar:, sidt: 
; he arrogant and bureJu<.:rJr:.; :nstances 
>t' .;o,·e:-oge dt:ni.ils .. \nu n:u!umllhon 
Jolbr salarw, fnr i!l,uran..:;;! :!X;;!Curn·e, 
,ugg~!-.t th~ sacr!r"1c~~ ar !n·t bc1n:.: 
~hared r:iiri r. 

If :iny lt:~lslarion 3Ur\'il',!S. a ·s iikel~ 
·o in·e m(111a~ed-c~ir~ pat:e·ns :nor~· 
pull'cr to cht)(l:;t! doctor,; ,tnd Jppeal Jeni 
ab of ,; o ,·c1--1J.!C. That c,,uid 'it! J •.,·as h 
~hough. tr::.i:-.much as must tale-. h..i, L' 

-:na..:te<l .;imil.ir ruk:.. indudtn:.! Pe:111s, I 
·:,in1:i llll! );cl.I' ier,ey Tht: ·ca! ':>attl<!• 
_round 1s o, .:r \, ho Jt:c:Jes ·:1e med1...:~1l 
llt!Cl.!'-Sity of co, t!rt::d pn>c.!<lures . 

Democrats wou!J r'nr111:J i1•:;1l1 h 
p1:.ins frr)m ,n·t:n·:il:•:l! Jn,.;· iir< dt.:ct 
~urns about 'f;;!Jtmenr Th:it'-. 201n2 co, 
i:lr - unlt:ss Congn:,-,:, a ho rn\'ide-. tnr 
plantin~ rnrn1e1 • tr:!~S •lur , 1d.: ..:Jc~ Jnc 
tor·;; offi<.:e. But the ·ito tus quo ts una...: 
...:t:pt:1hle - wnh !w:ilth :JIJn,- 1.•ffc:..:uvc 
t:: ma kin~ medic~! ..::iils ·• <.!I l\:ln!.: -htl'l<l­
·.!d rrrim suit-; 1\' ~c 1c;-•1i :·•1 ..:s 

Thnugh u11.1lter:1bly ,ppns<."J ;,~ :he 
(;()P. the Dem•1crar:-;· 1ak.: ,,n 1:.i· r~utt.. ts 
t!:..: n~ht one: lmoo,c :i<.:cc,11mabllny ,111 

,nanu~t!<l-ca1 ..! 111:.urcr,-, ">y a.hn Ill!.! p.1 
ucnts or thc11· -;un·1,·or, to :-ue 111 -.t:i tc 
..:ouns . .\:ot c111ly 1s it JU-if. but aho rc­
,.;~nt appellate .m<l st:11c court Jc..:1:,1011s 
ha,·c opened the Jo'>r 

On both ,-.1Jc-; ,if the: Dcl,l\\ ·1rc ,,1'.'cr 
for in :-t;,tnct!. JuJg'-':-. ha•. t · <1prrt1, ell 
, tat\! court la\\' .,utts ~•g~1111.~1 hi::11 :h •1;a,1:, 
on the basis or chnllcn•~t:s to the 4uali t r 
of cart:. Such ..::ises remain Jifficult to 
bnnq. thou~h . . ,o Congri::., ,11ou1J ..:I. in­
:·} ih1s right for c\·,1ry \a1c:ric:.in in u 
nwnuged-carc pl:m. 
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Sen.1t~ !{epublicons :ast ·,·e\!,, :':i!a'.iy 
•>tT;r~J to treat 'he ·x<> es ,,f .:-iar;a~.:!t! 
..::.:!·-::, out t:ietr p;.m appear:; :nor~ nomi:­
,:~medy t!1on pro"e!1 ,;urc. 

it off.!rs oni:: ii,:1it:::Ll :1t~w ~r0te..:­
nor.:; :·or :l.merit::ir.s .n r.:.!,)s. J t '.J•~st 
:na1-::in~ ~~publi-:ar.s .:l:<1 mp1 ,n:; .;r' :in .n• 
c::.-"!:n.!nt..i iist appr:;..ic:1. 

With -U million Amer il:Jns :.icing a 
fa r more <.'. ire c:on<l i,ion - :he !.'.let, of 
any healt11 i,;01..'~!"Jgc - it :1as (f) be C1s­
heartenrng for t!1em t:1..it the ,1eJted J.'.lt­
:!e over :nar.a~ec-..::.i r .::·_; ':!xces.;es cou!ti 
only prl)d~tce :;ud 1 ,inker:!1~. 

Cong r~ss ..::rn do :Jdt.;:r t.1..in ·\·heir 
:he Senate offers the l6i mi,lion .\:neri­
cons w;. :1 !egitim:lt.! z:·T~-= 1iir,u, ~!'le 
dark side of man.'.lged ,::.inc! - ,he ,,u­
reaucratic Jenials ,>f ,;;:ire. ,he susp1c1cn 
, hat sometimes profits ,;ome before pa­
uents. ~epublicans ;;et the right course: 
they just didn't go f:.i r enough. 

By ail means. gu:u-::mtee that :nore 
people '1,'.l\'e e:1sier ac.:ess to !meqency 
room:; ind mectcJI ~pec:..il:::ts. 1:,: ::1e 
Senat::: J id last wee:<. P,,·c.1:'i-c:rnc.::- ~a­
:ients shouldn't he rnu~t:·l f:--)tr. ·!:-::i r 
:1ospicoi beds prem::itur.!!\' . .:::he:· .. \.1t: 
,t 's a SC\!p towar d re form :(> e:q:inti 
e \'en ~om:.: patients' ::ih:lit:· co ap~H:ai if 
:1ea lth ;)!ans refuse w ;1a:; for t:are. 

But millions of r\ ,:::::r:cons would .)e 
!eft out or the loop b:,- ·he Senate ;Jl..in. 
Others -:oulJ lose the r:~ln w tr ui~ i:h.:e• 
pendent :ippea is of managed-care Jcci­
sions 0r"f~:-ed by some s~ates. includi:ig 
?ennsy!\·::tr. ia :.1nd :\ew .Je:·,;ey. Since 
more !a-;: feder:il ,:J!es cot.:lt! .;u;,plam 
,hos::: st::itt: protec:il)ns. Ptnn;;yl\·:iniJ 
Sens. Arien Spec:er and ~1ck Santor um 
effec fr:ely undercut t~:ei r rJwn 5t:.n..: ':; 
prefer:1bl::: :.ippea ls :xo-:etlure t·11r :-t:\ iO 
patients by voting for th <: Senate i)i,m. 

The <ienate also stops ,;hor t of impos­
:n ~ true accountability - re r'usin~ to 

he:.il:h-..:ar.! :Jb.i ;. -~;-1:! ,;:iur· ; 1r -: ~a:•ir _ 
:his :·:~h: ~:<:sts :n :n 'lre and 1r.•):-e w 
srnnc..:s. 30 .t ~nuuiJ ·Je ::iaC':! :rn::..:r.;.,. 

T .is; :n :he :;ossibi:,· :·esk!e~s :::-:;;an 
.;run oi rt:t!Jh;ai j a•· tn!JS ·1~t:0t.::1: ~ -

\·:~~c:1 ~er :]~~o;!: sa\·~ :-nc:-:t!y t~:<·l·:·,... 
Jr.d ipt :v >t' ,:·:.11.:tt:on..:i neair:1-..;;1:· 
9!Jns - J~-: ,:·; l~t:::"5tJnJ..ibl.! :l:..i 
PresiJe~~ ,~: i:1:or. .~ ~:t~:1ten1ng .. 1 ·::;.:t 
Democ:·:.n;c 1c:.ii...~,-, .m..! ,;or.sum::: :· :in. 
;:>:,::s1c:an:; ' ~rot.:ps ~.'.l:· ...iomJ :1oth1:ig : 
better :hon ·.vha~ t~e Senate oroooses. 

f::ir::.i::JtcJ: ·. t'.1e ~.:,. Hou-:;e nas nc 
spoken ::~t. r;1e:-e ~:; J 4lim:-rae!" or" :1opt 
for rnor.:! i)l"'1\~!·ess1·: = ,t.:!p~ - JS .-\mer; 
.::Jn .\i~cic:lt :\;;soc1:1t:on c:1a1 r Dr. C' 
Ted Le'\'':!,S sa,·s. to ·• .. 'Jut ·:nrnems 
bas::, into the p~mems· bilf or r1~nts ... 

fh:.it :iope r-;srs ln a group of 2cius, 
R·.!publ!cans, led by Viqinia ·s Thoma· 
81:ley .Jr .. who '>ay they'r e wil!ing :1 
buck party leaders :md seek compro 
mise with Democ:-Jts. The ~:-oup. ·.vhic:· 
includes :hree doctors :.ind a dentis t. re 
por:.:.i'.y :1opes :o e·:pand :~e : .:!uch n 
,In~-' ~anaged-c;.in: r:ites. That's :i scar: 

T~H! ~..!~;t ·.t'i~: ~,t: \rhet:1cr ~l:~y i.;n~ 
br:ic~ mor.: or :!:c ::::t.!mcc:-:.m,· ·:;,;ur 
D•it:~ors :ind pati:!nt~ .~iiould ha\·e '.)rtmJ 
ry -;ay ov1.:r :1eu!t!1•care <.lei::~:on~ 
r:1ere··; o ni.:ed c'or c::iutHln ,m un~i:J\'c, 
medical ~a\'rngs Jccotmts. :\nd ;;a nent 
shtluld have rhe unchallenged :-:.,(ht t, 
.rne hea!t'.1 ;;,kin;; whe:1 the:: :·ee! msur 
er'>' decisi ons i13vc ~urt them. 

House ll.!a<lers, 1i\·en the: r drut:1er~ 
are saiJ to t'o'.lvo r somethin~ ::loser to rh, 
S1:nate·:; aooroach. Indeed. t~1e': f:.l ile( 
last year to· :iccept :.:vcn .:i reaso,1aoie 
limited patients· r i~ht-to-sue provision. 

P0stur ing may be rhe ,eJl g:.im~ 
!1er:! But the:-~·5 •;till u ;;hance r'or th• 
:-Iouse to do .;omething ·.vorthwhtie or 
managed c:.1re. And then - ·s ho knows· 
- Congress could tt.: rn co :he plight o 



I Prezvows 
to veto 
Senate 
GOP HMO 
measure 

\\',\SIIINGTON - Senate Re­
pu blicans. rolling o\·cr Demo­
crat ,; in a week or party-line 
\·otes. apprn\·ed a modest set of 
patient protections yesterday 
aimed at millions of ,\mericans 
who fear cost-conscious IIMOs 
may deny them needed c,1re. 

The final \ ote wn~ S347. with 
two Republicans j oining Demo­
crats in opposing the plan as 
too little. 

Looking toward next year's 
elections. Dcmocrnts promised 
to rc\·j\·c the politically potent 
issue. Polls suggest 1\mericans 
O\·erwhel mi ngl}' f.i\'Or new 
rules for health maintenance 
organizations and other man­
aged care plans. which 1ry 10 
save money by eliminating 
what they consider unneces­
sary care. 

President Clinton called the 
bill unacceptnble and aides 
said he would veto ii. 

"If Congress insist~ on 1>ass­
ing such an em1>1y promise to 
the American people. I will not 
sign the bill." Clinton said in a 
statement after the \'Ole. "This 
should be about protecting pa­
tients. not insurance compa­
nies." 

Still. Republicans noted that 
Clinton has changed his posi• 
lion on other issues. 

That won't happen thi s yc..ir. 
\ 'ice Pre5ident 1\I Gore said yes, 
terday. 

" It has zero chance of going 
pasl his desk becau,;e it's a 
fraud." Gore said on a visil to 

{ - - - - - ,.... ....... - .--..... -::-~ -. .t1.· 
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Sen. Arlen 
Specter, 
R-Pa., 
explains 
patients· bill 
of rights at 
press 
conference 
with Sens. 
John Chafee, 
R-R.1. , (left) 
and Max 
Baucus, 
D-Mont. 
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HMOs have powerful friends in Pa. 
by Michael Hlnkelman 

Duily Nell's Staff l\'riter 

\\'hen it comes to fr iends in high J>laces. 
the managed-care companie and health 
mainlenance organizat ions (l(~IOsl appar­
ently think they ha\·e no better friends in 
\.\lashington than Pennsyl van ia Sens. Arl en 
Specter and Hick Santorum. 

ber of the Sena1e Health. Education. Labor 
and Pensions Committee. although San­
torum is n member of the Senate Republi­
can lleulth Care Task Force and has been a 
leading proponent of tax-free medical Sa\·• 
ings accounts. an i nitiat i ve support ed by 
health insurers. 

So. why is Spec1er held in such high-es­
teem by managed-care interests? David Ur­
ban. Specter ·s chief or starr. said in a state­
ment that the senator had co-sponsored a 
bipartisan health-care measure called the 
Promoting Responsible ~1anaged C'nre Act 
in 1998 and again this year. 

1\ccording to the Center for Res1>onsh·e 
Politics. a \\'a ,;hi ngton-based organization 
that tracks money m politics. Specter and 
Snntorum rnnk fi r,<.t nnd ~econd. respective­
ly. in campaign contri b111 ions f rom man-
aged heal th-care pro\·iders f rom 1993-98. "Sen. Specter is continuing to work with 

Specter i s not in lockstep wi th measures 
supported by IIMOs. but geography could 
lwve ns much - or perhaps more - to do 
with the contributions than poli tics. 

Consider: The bulk of the senators· man­
aged-care industry contributions - 66 per­
cent in the case of Specter and 87 perecent 
for Santort1m - have come from Ulue 
Cross/Blue Shield and i\etnatll.S. llealth• 
care. two leading health insurers with ma-
jor operations in Pennsyh·ania. · 

Also. nccordin g tu the i\merican Associ<l• 
tion of llealth Plans. the trade group for 
the managed-cnre industry. Penn~yl vania 
had the fourth-largest IIMO enrollment of 
any state in the country in 1997 - 4 mil­
lion . ■ his collengues on finding a middle ground 

Specter receh·ed 569.100 and Santorum between the various manuged-care bills. as 
546:624. The figur~s i nd uct:. bc'.th polit!cal it is clear that only lhrongh bipartisanship Sendema!to hlnkelm@,1111tynewt.coa 

~i~:~
1
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Learn to love your HMO, says GOP -c; 
~ ,,. -p 

T 
he Democrats· version of the 
.. Patient s· Bill of Righ ts .. 
would have been only a bet­
ter ll,md-i\id for the nation·s 
aili ng heal th-care system. 

While forcing health main­
tenance orgnnizat ions to provide better 
service. it wou ld ha\·e still ignored 43 mil• 
lion Americans who arc uninsured. 

The Democrats· bill was termi nal from 
the start. /\nd so i s the Hepublican substi ­
tute passed yesterday. President Clinton 
hns vowed to veto ii for being too weak. 

On nearly st migh t pc1rty-l ine \'Otes. Sen­
ate Hcpublicans \'otecl down the Demo­
crnts· proposal t lrnt would lrnve allowed 
doctors. not IIMOs. to decide what treat­
ments patien ts should rccch·c. and :moth­
er that would lw\·c allowed women to go 
to gynecologist<; without getting appronil 
from thei r 11~10 5. 

Even the .. right•;· that Hepublic.111~ ac­
cepted in thei r watered-down plan - bet­
ter emergency room coverage. for exam­
ple - were limi ted to 48 million ,\mcri­
cans in federal ly-regu lated plans. The 
Democrats· proposal wou ld have covered 
nil 161 million Amcr1cans who have 
health in<;urancc. 

< Pennsylvania·., ,\rlcn Specter wn<; one 
of only a lcw Republ ican ,(' n:ttor<; to 
break rank~ and vote for Dcmorratic pro­
po<;als: Sen. Hick Santorum did n·t.1 

Republ icans showed ,·cry litt lc- com pas• 
<;ion - except. that is. for their pals in 
the health plan industry. 

So what was all the shouting and postur• 
ing on the Senate lloor? 

11 11·:is hoth part ies posit ioning thcm­
~el\·e~ for the 2000 elections. 1\nd at fir~, 
hlu<;h, the Dcmocr.11~ seemed to be taking 
the hi gh ground. 

•'-~-, ;Hut.ifs 11, lollj Tirri~ llJl\i\ ,Jt\J.l ,~qQfl-fj '" · · 
:.,:~~~~~n e~,, ~~-~~s~.-~~ti'&°f <l(r 5 

-~_!;•c~~!a.i.Ji~ ~ ...... ... •;. ,,~1,"';7~i#'.~1w~ 
,• •. , f A , i ~ t.• } .. ~• •• \ • ,.. ~ • i{ ·.\ "'t ~ _ ,;o1 ., 

President will veto 
weakened 'Patients' 

Bill ' - and he should 

to convince Americans that accountants 
know more than doctors. that people take 
medications because they like the taste. 
and although they may not know it. they 
really love their HMO. 

Why should next year be different from 

1994. when the .. Harry and Louise .. ads 
convinced Americans they really d1dn·t 
want universal health coverage? 

Why different from last summer. when - · ' 
tobacco industry spots convinced i\meri-

wcre new taxes in disguise? <d 
IIMO horror stories have become a sta- C • 

pie of movie drama. news story and Con- -
gress1onal hearings. But have Americans~ V) 
finally heard enough to tell the differ- ;f­
ence between TV hype and complicated ~ 
legislation ? Republicans arc betting no. ■ .:J'\ 

:::5t 



Michigan Citizen Action 
p..m'-l: 
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430 West Paterson 
Kalamazoo. Ml 49007 

(616) 349-9 I 70 
(616) 349-9271 fax 

November 23. I <JO() 

The state·:; l:1 rges1 public-watchdog org:1niza1ion. Michigan Ci1iu n Accion. and the siate·s leading 
professional health-care grouo. the -'1ichi2an State Medical Society. joined forces with people 
across 1he nation demanding real patiems · rights for all. On behalf of patients - the consumers of 
health care - we called on the U.S. House of Representatives to pass H.R.2723. the Bipanisan 
Consensus Managed Care Improvement Act of 1999. Last month. they did, and the bill now awaits 
a conference with the Senate. 

W\\,,·.michci11zcnncrion.org .. 
' • 

Why are people from across Michigan. and across the nation. crying out for this bill? Because we have a big problem with the 
accountability and accessibility of health care today .. :ind ewrybody know:. it. Everyone knows someone with a horror story - it may 
even be your own: 

• Patients acting prudently to get emergency-room care .. . only to have their insurance coverage denied because the situation was 
too urgent for them to call in and wait for approval. 

• Patients denied specialist care - or forced to pay for outside specialists because their health plans don't have anybody in that 
specialty. 

• Patients getting specialized care, but only after a primary-care gatekeeper okays each visit and treatment. 
• Women similarly denied direct access to 08/GYN care. 
• Patients who can't go on seeing familiar doctors. even for ongoing treatment, if the doctors leave the provider network ... or if 

the patients' employers change health plans. 
• Business managers deciding what medicines they will and won' t pay for. which clinical trials are wonh covering. and what health 

care is medically necessary - and doctors and patients left with no independent appeal of those decisions. 
• "Gag clauses·· in contracts. barring doctors from telling patients about treatment options insurance may not cover. or may not want 

10 pay fo r. 
• Financial incentives to push doctors to deny care .. and so save the HM Os the cost of paying for the care. 

H.R.2723 protects us from all these abuses. and more. It answers the cry of the people. It sets a high national standard for patient 
protection - and leaves all stronger state laws in place. And it gives patients the ultimate safeguard co hold their health-care plans 
accountable - through independent medical review of the necessity of care ... and, if all else fails. by suing for their rights against any 
insurer that has done them wrong. 

But this is not a fight of special interests - trial lawyers vs. insurance companies and HMOs (and tlteir lawyers). Rather. it is a battle for 
quality. accessible care for everyone covered by private health insurance. Once this battle is won. and H.R.2723 passes· 

• Patients will be able 10 act prudently to get emergency-room care ... knowing their insurance will cover that care. 
• Women will be able to get 08/GYN care without a duplicate consultation with their primary-care physician. Likewise, specialist 

care will be covered for all patients - even if their health plan has no such specialists. 
• Patients can go on seeing familiar doctors for ongoing treatment. even if the doctors and the health plan· s provider network pan 

ways. 
• Doctors and patients will have an independent appeal of the decisions health-insurance business managers make about medical 

treatment. 
• Doctors will be able to tell their patients about all treatment options. 

HR272J is a real patients' bill of rights. providing full health security - accessible. affordable. effective health care for all Americans. 
And the people will accept no substitutes. 

We urge everyone to contact Senators Carl Levin and Spencer Abraham - and your local members of Congress - today. 

Execut/ve Director, Michigan Citizen Action 
430 W. Paterson / Kalamazoo. Ml 49007 

for more information, contact Linda90~ 'aol cum 

, 1:.) ,{\ l ' [ J.µ t -Ii ~')/ 
/✓)~ 
Krishna Sawhney, M D. 
President. Michigan State Medical Society 
120 W. Saginaw / East Lansing. Ml 48823 

for more information. contact David Fox (5 I 7) 336-5731 



Michigan Citizen Action 

October 13, 1999 430 West Paterson 

Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 A Letter of Thanks to ~he Members 
(6 16) 349-9170 

(616) 349-9271 fax 

of the Mic~~gan Coitgrcez:::cnal Delegaifcn 

Who Voted for Consensus Bill HR2723 
www.michcirizenaction.org 

• The state' s largest public-watchdog organization, Michigan Citizen Action, and the state's 
leading professional health-care group, the Michigan State Medical Society, joined forces last 

week with people across the nation crying out for real patients' rights for all. On behalf of caregivers, family support 
groups, and patients - the consumers of health care ... and health insurance - we called on you to pass HR2723, the 
"Bipartisan Consensus Managed Care Improvement Act of 1999". 

'I 

You did it .. . and we thank you today. 

Congressman Dingell, you were the primary co-sponsor ofHR2723. Thank you for taking the lead role, with your 
Republican colleague Charlie Norwood of Georgia, in reaching a bipartisan consensus on the reforms the people needed. 

We thank seven other Michigan members of the U.S. House - Representatives Stupak, Stabenow, Kildee, Bonior, Le,~n. 
Rivers, and Kilpatrick - who also co-sponsored the bill. And, when we urged the rest of the delegation to vote for the bill, 
Congressmen Barcia and Conyers rejected all weakening substitutes and amendments and helped put HR2723 over the top. 

We thank you all - and we ask you to help us persuade Senators Levin and Abraham, too, to stand with the people. 

Why are we, our members, and the people of Michigan so appreciative? Well, if HR2723 passes, thanks to your votes: 

• Patients can now act prudently to get emergency-room care ... without the fear of their HMOs denying coverage 
because a situation was too urgent for them to call in and wait for approval. 

• Women can get OB/GYN care without an HMO-approved primary-care gatekeeper okaying each treatment. The 
same is true for all patients and specialist care - which is covered even if the HMO has no such specialists. 

• Patients can go on seeing familiar doctors for ongoing treatment, even if the doctors leave the HMO's network ... 
or if the patients' employers change health plans. 

• Doctors and patients will have an independent appeal of the decisions HMO business managers make about what 
medicines they'll pay for, which clinical trials are worth covering, what health care is medically necessary, etc. 

• HM Os can't use ''gag clauses" to stop doctors from telling patients about treatment options HM Os may not cover or 
may not want to pay for - or financial bonuses for doctors to deny care ... so HM Os don' t have to pay for it. 

HR2723 sets a high national standard - and leaves all stronger state laws in place. It gives patients the ultimate safeguard to 
hold their health-care plans accountable - through independent medical review of the necessity of care ... and, if all else 
fails, by suing HMOs that do them wrong. HR2723 is a real patients' bill of rights- the people will accept no substitutes. 

Thank you for voting to pass HR2723, and showing that you care about full health security - accessible, affordable, 
effective health care for all Americans. 

)p!~~~ 
~\eeter 

Executive Director, Michigan Citizen Action 
430 W. Paterson / Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

for more information, contact U nda902@aol.com 

d AL,,,-<~ 
;t;::::ey, M.D. 
President, Michigan State Medical Society 
120 W. Saginaw / East Lansing, MI 48823 

for more information, contact David Fox (5 17) 336-5731 



Michigan Citizen Action 

430 West Paterson 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

(6 16) 349-9 170 

(616) 349-9271 fax 

Press Conferenc3 - !!9/10/04: 
Patients' Rights and Consensus Bill HR2723 

Statement of Linda Teeter, Executive Director/Michigan Citizen Action www.michcitizcnaction.org .. 
' 

My name is Linda Teeter, and I am here to join the voice of Michigan Citizen Action -the 
1 state's largest public-watchdog organization - to the many voices crying out for real 

patients' rights for all. Hundreds of groups, here in Michigan and across the nation. are in 
favor of HR2723: groups of caregivers , family support groups, and groups speaking for 
patients - the consumers of health care . . . and health insurance. Thank you all. 

I proudly join Congresswoman Stabenow, Congressman Dingell, and Dr. Sawhney here 
today. As Or. Sawhney and I are here for our diverse groups, Representatives Stabenow 
and Dingell represent the support for this consensus bill in Congress - in both houses, on 
both sides of the aisle. As we can see, half of Michigan's U.S. House delegation has 
signed on to HR2723 - eight of the 133 co-sponsors to date. I thank Congresswoman 
Stabenow, who called us all here together; Congressman Dingell, the prime co-sponsor of 
HR2723; and Representatives Stupak, Kildee, Bonier, Levin, Rivers , and Kilpatrick. And 
it's not too late for the remaining eight in the House - and Senator Abraham - to join us. 

But what are we asking them to join? Why is there such a big outcry from across Michigan, and across the 
nation? Because we have a big problem with health care today ... and everybody knows it. Everyone knows 
someone with a horror story - it may even be your own: 

• Patients acting prudently to get emergency-room care ... only to have their HMOs deny coverage 
because the situation was too urgent for them to call in and wait for approval. 

• Patients denied specialist care - or forced to pay for outside specialists because the HMO doesn't 
have anybody in that specialty. 

• Patients getting specialized care, but only after an HMO-approved primary-care gatekeeper okays 
each visit and treatment. 

• Women similarly denied direct access to 08/GYN care. 
• Patients who can't go on seeing familiar doctors, even for ongoing treatment, if the doctors leave the 

HMO's network ... or if the patients' employers change health plans. 
• HMO business managers deciding what medicines they will and won't pay for, which clinical trials are 

worth covering, and what health care is medically necessary - and doctors and patients left with 
no independent appeal of those decisions. 

• "Gag clauses· in contracts, barring doctors from telling patients about treatment options an HMO may 
not cover, or may not want to pay for. Financial incentives to push doctors to deny care ... and 
so save the HMOs the cost of paying for the care. 

HR2723 protects us from all these abuses. It sets a high national standard - and leaves all stronger state laws 
in place. And it gives patients the ultimate safeguard to hold their health-care plans accountable - through 
independent medical review of the necessity of care .. . and, if all else fails, by suing HMOs that do them 
wrong. HR2723 is a real patients' bill of rights - and the people will accept no substitutes. 

This bill has bi-partisan support in Congress. It has broad support among all the people of Michigan. On 
behalf of Michigan Citizen Action. our members, and the citizens of our great state, I urge Congress to pass 
HR2723 . .. and show it cares about full health security - accessible. affordable. effective health care for all 
Americans. Thank you. 
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Backers of patient rights go on the offensive. 
Nov 5199912:00AM By Kathleen Gray News Reporter 

Even though the patient bill of rights won't be crafted until next year, a group of 
citizens already is taking its message straight to politicians. About 50 people 
gathered in front of the Southfield office of U.S. Sen. Spencer Abraham to urge 
the Auburn Hills Republican to support the bill of rights passed by the U.S. 
House. 

The House version differs from the Senate bill in one key area: The House bill 
gives pa□tients freer rein to sue health maintenance organizations if the HMOs 
re□fuse to pay for treatment for an insured paotient and the patient 
subsequently is severely injured or dies. A conference committee is being put 
toge□ther to reconcile the bills, but it isn't expected to begin work until next 
year. 

Those gathered outside Abraham's office - members of the Service 
Employees International Union local 79, the Gray Panthers, the Women's 
Action for New Dir□ection and Michigan Citizens' Action - accused the 
first-term senator of voting for the Senate version because of the contribution 
he's received from insurance companies in the past five years. ·oollars are 
corrupting our fight for the patient bill of rights,· said Fem Katz, a 
spokeswoman for WAND. "Unlimited soft money has corrupted our system until 
it 's unrecognizable." 

Joe Davis, a spokesman for Abraham, rejected that argument. Abraham fought 
for amendments to the bill that were op0 posed by HMOs, said Davis, including: 
allowing doctors, rather than HMOs, to make medically necessary decisions for 
patients; stopping "drive-thru" mastectomies by requiring hospitals to allow 
patients to stay in the hospital longer after an operation if medically necessary; 
allowing self-employed people to deduct 100 percent of their purchased health 
care from their taxes; and allowing O8-GYN doctors to be categorized as 
primary care physicians. 

"The Senator was one of three Republicans who voted to give doctors the right 
to make medical decisions. It's a bit disingenuous for them to say that he only 
supports HMOs in this bill." 

Voices of Disability Opinion: 
Youth ,.....!.-----------------------------,.,-,..,. 

11/5/99 4:59 PM 
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• • , . David Cootrs I na~ Otero it News 
Tricia and Calvin Luker, embroiled In a fight with their 
managed care company, want llabWty placed on HMOs. 

., . 
. , . . : 

Biparti$an proposal iii Congr~ adds what 
~chigan law doesn't....:.... right to sue HMOs. .. ~ ., ~ ' . ' . 
By Sarah A. Webst~r,:~.;·, ,. ; · iop ~f srr~ngth that the state Jaw 
The Detroit News ~~-!;; .·. •· . ·1acks: the rightto sue an HMO. 

DETROIT -The proposed . · Patient advocates in Michi­
Parient Bi!lpfRightstobedcbat: ·_ gan failed to get that provision 
ed in Congress l~ ~ve~~-1.1.as,!l! included in.pie s tare Jaw, which 
roots in Mlchlg.1n's own p3ticrit·.". was used to help shape the 
protection law, wbich entitles . bipartisan bill. Or. Krishna Sawh­
residents to treauneiit at the ney. president of the Michigan 
closestemt'rgency room among. State Medical Society. said at a 
other things. . press conference Monday at 

But the bipanisan bill spori,: Sinai•Cr:icc Hospital in Derroit 
sored by US. Reps. John Dingel), The press conference was called 
D-Dearbom. and Charles Nor- to promoce the federal bi!L 
wood. R-Ga. would provide a waJ. · · A string of patients. on hand 

state law 
with Stories about health insur• 
ance hassles. begged US. repre­
sentatives to hang the threat of 
liability over these companies. 
About 3 million Michiganians are 
covered by HMOs. 

The pa rems of Jessica Baccus 
Luker, 24-of Royal Oak. who died 
three weeks ago. are among 
those who believe they have 
something over which to sue. 

Tricia Luker said she has been 
embroiled in a fight with Jessica's 
Medicaid managed-care provider. 
OmniCare. since May. Calvin 
Luker stood by his wife. holding a 
picrure of their daughter. 

Jessica. "ho had a metabolic 

disorder, had a brain implant put 
in on May 11, in an etTon ro hair 
the numerous disrupti...e seizures. 

In a lener postmarked May 12, 

the Luke rs were notified that 
Medicaid had put Jessica into 
OmniCare. effective May L Omni• 
Care then refused to pay for the 
surgery Jessica had the day before. 
because it was't authorized. 

"We were fighting the HMO 
as Jessica was fighting for her 
life," Tricia Luker said. 

On Sept. 10, Jessica died. 
While the Luke rs don't blame 
the HMO for their daughter's 
death. they would like to sue for 
the cost of her surgery. 

But HMOs are protected 
from la\'.--Suirs by the 1974 law 
designed to prevent employees 
from suing employers for inade­
quate benefits. 

"They make major medical 
decisions. and they 113\-e serious 
consequences.· Sawhney said. 
"They should be held accounwble." 

Gregory Moses, president of 
Omnicare. denied that rhe 
health plan refused payment of 
the bill and said he would be 
happy to meet with the Luker 
family to discuss any problems. 

Managed care organizations 
are fighting the patient bill. say­
ing thar it will increase costs. 
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wlio ' today lai;k any h~th 
~ , ,coverage. The last 
thing11~i wanted to do , was 

Co,if'ef/shquld set aside 

politi4,'.~tJ4;:fiJ;/ fl .'f:U.~Y/o.' 
hoff1· a/J._h.insurers , 
acco)l. le. ·· · , ~J)Q 

~~4-:,;J, ' r,: , '..~' ,1\ l '• , I ~~~ _, 1&· • :'Re~.· · C~arlie 
, '.iforwood, R•Ga., who 

-~o-~poµsored t .• a pa• 
rtt~ot.s11,: rights bill 

•pa~·,~f~k.by the U.S. 

. :vote,,1p , protect my con• 
, stituenls right out ofc any 
coverage, at all. Under the 
guise of patient proteciiQns, 
we'd end up wlth,patient re-

Ho~ '''of, Representatives, 
saic!it best: "We tell welfare . 
motliers, we tell deadbeat 
dads ... you have to be re­
sponsible for yourself." 
Health insurance is "the 
only industry in America 
where we say you are ab­
solutely protected , from 
beirig responsible for your 
actions." 

Unfortunately, there ls 
some worry that the House 
version which gives patients 
the right to sue their health 
insurers for denied care, 
passed by a wide bipartisan 
margin, also contains some 
landmines for employcl's. 

U.S. Rep. Fred Upton, R-St. 
Joseph, was one who, along 
with U.S. Rep. Peter 
Hoekstra, R-Holland, voted 
against the bill. 

Its "fatal flaw," Upton said, 
was that "it leaves employ­
e.rs who voluntarily provide 
and pay for,health plans for 
their employees wide open 
to malpractice lawsuits. 
Many employers across 
Michigan - large and small 
allke - have told me that 
they would drop their plans 
or would be forced to sub­
stantially reduce benefits or 
increase employee cost-shar­
ing in response, adding to 
the 45 million Americans 

jection." .. ., .• j,.. • h,. . 
·The Amerlca,n M~4\cal . 

Association, , . whlch1!,~s·up:.·· 
ported the'blll, co-sponsored 
by Democratic u:s;·~ Rep: 
John Dingell of Michigan, 
disputes that it would ex• 
pose most employers to law• 
suits. But it concedes U1at 
employers who play a direct 
role in coverage decisions 
would be liable. • 

We agree with Norwood 
that health insurers need to 
be held accountable when ! 
they put the bottom line 
ahead of the welfare of pa­
tients. And we fail to see 
why patients rights and em• 
ployers who provide health 
care insurance to their 
workers can't be protected at 
the same time. 

If employer liability is the 
poison pill that causes 
Republicans to reject mean­
ingful patient rights meas­
ures, then we hope that 
whatever compromise Uiat 
emerges between House and 
Senate versions will find a 
way to protect employers. 

Yes. it may be naive to 
think U1at only a year before 
the next round of federal 
elections either party would 
be willing to craft a com­
mon-sense bi-partisan bill 
that holds insurers account­
able, protects patients and 
holds employers harmless . 

But we can drcrun, can't 
we? 
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Protest targets HMO reform 
~ PATRICK ORR ~ HMO, and other special inter- nal review board for HMO 

-,-, The 1!11quirer r· ests who do not want a strong patients who feel they did not 
A handful of local commu- patient bill of rights passed." get adequate medical care, 

nity act ivi s ts met by the "We arc calling on the sen- said Davis. 
Sojourner Truth Monument ator to support the people, Diffe re nt versions o f the 
Tuesday to lobby U.S. Sen. not his cash constituents." "Patient Bill of Rights" have 
Spencer Abraham to support Joe Oavis, spokesman for been passed by both the 
a s t ro ng "Pati ents Bill of Abraham, said the senator U.S. Senate and the I-louse 
Rights," which is currently was not infl uenced by spe- of Represe ntatives. and a 
being d iscussed in Congress. cial interests and his voting conference com mittee has 

Deb Sallee, president of the record proves it. been fo rmed to debate and 
A. Phillip Randolph Institute " H e vo t ed speci fi ca ll y d iscuss the bill, wh ich is 
of Battle Creek, told a group of against certain provisions sup- supposed 10 guarantee ade­
nine people Tuesday Abra- ported by the insurance indus- quate health care to all cit­
ham was w1duly influenced by try when he voted on the hill," izcns. 
insurance and health care said Davis. "He supported the While Oavis said he did not 
companies. key provision allowing doctors agree with Sallee's opinions, 

"There are 215,570 reasons to make medical necessity he acknowledged the impor-
why Abraham can find to vote decisions." tance of health care issues on 
against a s trong patient bill Abraham also supported all political levels. 
of rights," she said. 'This rep· longe r h ospital s ta ys fo r "T hat sounds like normal 

JOHii GRAP/THE ENQUIRER , 

Debi Sallee, president of the 
Battle Creek chapter of the A. 
Phillip Randolph Institute, 
speaks during Tuesday 
afternoon's protest rally at 
Monument Park. 

resents the number of dollars women who have rna~tec· grassroots activism. We are involved in the debate. It's a 

~~e~~-~~k~n-~~~r,:~~~~e~-~1tL~~~~~~r~;~~L"U~e11.~ :ar<:.~lli-•ieMM~ ~ -
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US Action Health Care Meeting 

We appreciate Vice President Gore's good work and leadership in the fight for a 
strong Patients' Bill of Rights and affordable prescription drugs. We believe he 
should build on this work by: 

1. Articulating a strong, bold, and positive message about quality, 
affordable health care for all. 
a Presenting a vision is critical. 
a His attacks on the cost of Bradley's plan are heard as an unwillingness to 

support universal coverage. 
a Instead, he should draw distinctions based on the importance of the issue, 

with a focus on high quality, affordable health care as a right. It's a 
motivating issue fo r Democratic voters and broadly popular among swing 
voters. 

2. Moving his plan faster, further (by covering more people}, and more 
comprehensively. 
a Covering kids is a great step forward, but who wil l be left out? 

3. Pushing for more health care for the money. Nurses should be providing 
care, not negotiating with insurance company bureaucrats. 
a He should attack the insurance industry. The industry clearly doesn't work 

for consumers. People are paying rising out-of-pocket costs, plans don't 
cover needed services like mental health, and people are forced to waste 
time and be demeaned by insurance company hurdles to care. If we want 
to get to universal coverage, we need to put the blame for its opposition 
where it lies. 

□ By expanding his message to address the high and increasing costs to the 
insured, he will show that he is concerned about everyone, not just the 
uninsured. In addition to 44 million uninsured Americans, we have 200 
mil lion underinsured Americans. 

1341 G Street, NW, Suite 600, Washington, DC 20005 . 202-661 -0216 • fax : 202-737-9197 



OCEAN STATE ACTION 
The Health Care Organizing Project, founded by Ocean State Action and the RJ Chapter 
of the National Association of Social Workers, is a coalition of twenty-two organizations, 
including community groups, health care consumers and health care professionals. 
Together, we work for quality, affordable health care fo r all. As we look at national 
proposals to address this country's growing health care crisis, Ocean State Action's focus 
is on who is left out. For example, through our advocacy, the state of Rhode Island 
covers almost a ll uninsured children within our borders. However, the number of 
uninsured adult Rhode Islanders are growing every day, exacerbated by a health care 
crisis where commercial insurance costs are rising exponentially, two of our health 
insurers are leaving the state, and we have only one Medicare HMO still accepting new 
enrollees. And within our children's health program, dental services and services for 
children with special health care needs are woefully inadequate. 

We need a national health initiative that addresses our uninsured populations faster and 
more fully. Short of a integrated single-payer system, any new national health initiative 
should allow states that already insure children the flexibility to use federal funds for 
additional services (dental and children with special health care needs) and for additional 
populations (allowing adults to buy in to a subsidized Medicaid-like program). 
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Plight of 
:uninsured 
told in 
Albany 
E. Greenbush woman 

among those 
calling for reform 

· ~Y Kevin Hogan 
The Record 

. ALBANY - Kendra Myers 
knows all too well the devastating 
impact that not having health 
insurance can have on a family. 
:,:-Years ago, her mother was diag- · 
nosed with breast cancer and other 
health ailments , only to be 
dropped by her insurance compa­
ny. The medical bills piled up and 
her parents eve ntua lly fi led for 
bankruptcy and lost their home. 

Today, Myers and her 10-year­
old son are struggling with their 
own medical problems. 

Myers, 48, of East Greenbush, is 
currently unemployed after being 
laid-off this summer from her 
teaching job at Questar II I, the 
Board of Cooperative Educational 
Services that serves Rensselaer, 
Columbia and Greene counties. 

Her son, David , recently quali­
fied for a state-subsidized health 
insurance program . 

. .However, Myers said she can no 
longer afford her own $178-a-month' 
policy and expects not to have 
health insurance after the begin-

. ning of the year . 
Millions of other New Yorkers 

also say they can't afford the esca­
tating cost of health care or are not 
offered health benefits at work. 

:-"It's a crime. It's an outrage. It's 
a~orrible thing that people cannot 

.. · See UNINSURED, A3 ► 
, 



THE RECORD. TROY. N.Y. FROM PAGE ONE 

~~~n~~~~ed: T ~~c~,.~!, :~~ ~~l li,~1~,\ mon family must \ 
Law Project. earn less than $8,000 a year to 

a fford t o take ca re of their The governor and legislative q ua lify for s ubsidi zed health · 
health needs.'' Myers said. "You leade rs have still not disclosed cove rage in New York, while in 
just can't take care of the chi!- their plans for the Health Ca re othe r states. that income level 
dren. You have to take care of Reform Act. or if relie f is com- is $20,000 or $30.000, Erickson 
the adults who have to t ake ing fo r uninsured adults. noted. 
care of the children." But Richard Kirsch. director The way the syste m current-
_. Myers ' told h e r story to of Citizen Action of New York. ly exists in New York. state offi­
reporters in Albany Wednesday is optimistic that official s will cials only exacerbate the prob­
&s a coalition of healthcare enact meaningful changes. lem of poverty and lack of 
c1dvocates held a press confer- Kirsch said he is encouraged affordable he alth coverage , 
e nce to urge Gov. George Pataki to hear state Republicans now according to Christy Margelli, 
and state lawmakers not to for- want to put most. if not all, of d e puty direc tor o f Citi ze n ' 
get the more than three million the state's share of the national Action of New York. 
New Yorkers without health tobacco settlement into health- Countless working families 
coverage. related spending, including across the state are forced to 
· Myers' p l ight, along with coverage for uninsured adults. decide whether to pay out-of­
dozens of other state residents, Earlier th is year, Kirsch pocket expenses for health cover­
is featured in an exhibit at the noted that Pataki wanted most age or other bills, Margelli said. 
Empire State Plaza. •of the money to pay off state If health ailments go 

While the state has made debt, while Senate Republican unchecked or untreated, many 
tremendous strides in provid- Majority Leader Joseph Bruno people will be unable to work 
i.ng health coverage to unin- was initially pushing tax cuts. for a living. 
sured children under the Child Meanwhile, advocates want "Eventually they become 
Health Plus program, advocates la wmakers to significantly impoverished enough to qualify 
now want those same benefits expand the eligibility require- for Medicaid. With Medi caid 
provided to uninsured adults in ments to up to 250 percent of coverage, they get the health 
a p rogram called Family the poverty level, eliminate pro- treatment they need . Their 
Health Plus. visions that punish people for health improves and they go 
, Myers' son, who has develop- having modest savings, and sim- back to work. Back to another 

mental disabilities, was without plify enrollment procedures. job with no coverage. And the 
health insurance until s he " In order to qualify for med- vicious cycle begins all over 
learned about the state program. ical assistance right now in this again," she said. 

" If there wasn't Child Health state, you have to be desperate- That scenario is exactly 
Plus , he wouldn 't have any ly p oor," said the Greater what Kendra Myers said she 
health coverage now," she said. Upstate Law Project's Erickson. wants to avoid. 
" It's a godsend. It really is." 

Whether Myers herself will 
join of ranks of uninsured New 
:Yorkers could be addressed 

. later this month. The Legisla­
ture is expected to return to the 
Capitol to reauthorize the 
state's Health Care Reform Act, 
which expires Dec. 31. 

Lawmakers are under 
increasing pressure to provide 
affordable health coverage to 
uninsured adults . Advocates 
want the state to use a signifi­
cant portion of New York's $25 
bi lli on settlement with the 
lobacco industry to cover the 
pdditional costs. 
• "We have 3.1 million people 
ln this state without health cov­
~rage. We have an opportunity 
to address that crisis and we 
should do it now,'' sai d Anne 



TOPIC JA2~ "' Nicole Fenichel 

How Can Uninsured People 
Get Health Coverage? 
W E LIVE in a 

country with 
the best mcdi­

n,I C:lr<' in tho world. 
w,, sp<'rul muro money 
1•11 our hl..,n lt..h · t·~lntetl 
'4l'rvic~~ than nnv 

New Yorkers who earn 
too much - or not enough 

fall through the safety net. 

reducing nurse-lo-patient 
ratios in order to cut 
costs. Nurses are holding 
a strike at North Shore 
Ho~pitnl in PIAinview tn 
demand lhut they have a 
voice in the quality of 

other inclustrialiwcl 11ation . Yet 44 million Ameri­
rnns hove nn hen Ith insurnncc at all. And, on Long ls­
lnnd. the ris ing cost nf coverage is o problem for 
many middle-income people who find themselves 
thrown into the rt'nlm of the working poor nnd the 
rnnks nf the uninsured. At the snme lime, finnncial 
pr<'ssu res ore leading our hospitals lo take shor tcuts 
thnt. threaten the qua lity of care. 

One out of every fivr Long Island residents under 
Ill(!' 6!i hns no hen Ith coverage. Recently Ncwsdny re• 
pm·tcd th<' t rn l(ir story of Donnn Hu!'bner , 11 
!i!i-yea r-old woman with cancer who died in March 
bl'cnuse she didn't have health insurance. She'd 
h<'Nl 11ninsurNl s ince her divorce 16 yea rs earlier. 
Though sh<' hnd n job, she couldn't afford health cov­
<'l'flJ(l' but made loo much for Medicaid. Unfortunnte-
1." · thnusnnds of l,on1: lsh,nd<-rs a.re just like her. 
Tlwy i:n without 11cccssnry nwdicnl core, at the ex­
p!•ns<' of thei r health ond sometimes even their lives. 

tven those who qualify for coverage may find it dif­
lirnlt to obta in. While New York's Child Health Plus 
program is cllsy to apply for a nd free of stigma, Nos­
""" 11nd Suffolk county rrsidenta who apply for Med­
ica id race a burdensome 11nd sometimes intentional­
ly demen ning proccs.-. Since counties pay 26 percent 
nf Medicaid costs, Ahorts ighted efforts to save money 
hy 1forour :11!inr. :irplir:mts rontrihute to the number 
nf uninsu red. People without coverage turn to hospi­
t:11 emerg<'ncy rooms. where medical cosL~ a re the 
hii:lw•t . for help when tlwy become •criou• ly ill . Pub­
lic hnspilnl• •uch "" University Hospita l Medical 
Centl' r al Stonv Umok twlwre Huebner was denied 
care\ nrc particula rly hord hit. 

Driven by cost pressures and escalnting numbers 
of uninsured patients. many hospitals are trying lo 
n•plnc<' profess ional nurses with health-core work­
cr!'"\vho corn less but nre not properly trained, or by 

Nicole Fenichel is the project 
co,,rdi11n/or of the Loni( Island 
Pn>J.!rr."•Ni,,,, Conlilio11, r, local 
chap/er of Citize11 Actio11.Nr111 
York. a 11011-profit orga11izatio11 
based ill Mas.~apequ.a. 

care for their patienta. Other hospitals succumb to 
co.~t pressures by embracing mergers that close or re­
duce services in community hospitals by redirecting 
resources lo the stronger partner (leaving one com­
munity medically impoverished), or by demanding 
that both partners abide by rules that mny prohibit 
many reproductive services and disregard patients' 
end-of-life wishes. 

The problems with Long Island's health care sys­
tem are part of a national trend - and call for a na­
tional solution. It's time lo put patients ahead of prof­
its and move toward universal coverage. But until 
that happens, the state can step in. 

With the expiration of New York's Health Care Re­
form Act on Dec. 3 1, 1999, comes the opportunity not 
only to preserve HCRA funding for hospital services 
to tho unins ured, but lo address the needs of people 
who can't afford health coverage. Hospitals, health­
care workers and activists are proposing a progral'n 
called Family Health Plus as part of a revised 
HCRA. Family Health Plus would provide afford­
able, comprehensive health coverage to unins ured 
adults in working families. It is modeled aner Child 
Health Plus, the program that has h el~ lo insure 
thousands of Long Island's children. This bill has the 

·potential lo cover on estimated 1 million New York 
adult,, who can't afford coverage, and reduce premi­
ums so that people who can afford to buy coverage if 
the price is reasonable will remain insured. 

New York has now revenue lo fund this vital ex­
pansion, which mjght run $1.5 billion a year. By tak­
ing advantage of a dollar-for-dollar federal match for 
many enrollees in Family Health Plus, and by com­
mitting 90 percent of New York's share of tobacco set­
tlement funds, the state can expand affordable cover­
age so Long Is landers won't have lo choose between 
getting needed health care and putting food on the 
table. 

The State Assembly has passed ita own version of 
Family Health Plus; a welcome effort that need only 
be broadened and revised in several respects lo BB· 
sure a fair and successful program. Gov. George 
Pataki and the State Senate should jump at the 
chance to increase access to affordable health cover­
age and save some lives while they're et it. Isn't one 
story like Donnn Huebner's enough? 

'\. . 'I" ,. 
' ,, _.. ... i.i 
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Oonhi Hueb~et of Blelltwood. herp wltll Ner brother ,nd her nep~ew. lo.JI her two-year·~•Jtle to cancer last ,Man:h be­
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[ OTHER VOICES 

Wide coverage helps pPople with­
out insurance 118 well nR reducing 0 
fixed costs for those currently with !:; 
coverage. When New York passed ; 
the Health Care Reform Act, Gov. :?. 
George Pataki and the Legislature 111 

established a brood-bnsed Child flO 
Health Plus program. This pro- a, 

gram, using the principles of health ins urance in con- 8 
trast lo an entitlement model, offers o solid basis for !:­
expanding health insurance for families. Sevcrnl 
family ins urance proposals would rely only on gov­
ernment lo pay, but tliat's likely lo hove Rornc em­
ployers avoid olfori,1g health insurance, and hence, 
would not enlarge the number of those covered. 

- State Sen. Kemp Hannon CR-Westbury). chair ­
man of the state senate health committee 

~ 
It would make more sense for fed­

eral action, but lacking that it's up 
lo the states. New York should use 
its share of the tobacco settlement 
to fund Family Health Plus. You 
know, a billion dollars cou Id gel a 
s ubstantial share of tho uninsured 
population but there would still be 

many people left on the margins. Again, if everybody 
hod a magic wand on this, it would already be fixed. 
You can't depend on the market alone. That's w.hy 
there's a role for government. 

- Blai r llorner, le.,cislativc director for the New 
York Public Interest Research Group 

fl 
There are probably about 

200,000 uninsured people in Suf­
fol k County, and probably about 
40,000 are kjds. We're a Child 
Health Plus provider so we have ex­
perience in this. We often say that 
the best thing is to have Aclults 

~...__ I lealth Plus or Family HeaJt.J1 Plus, 
so the parents have primary coverage for themselves 
and for their prescriptions and dental coverage. 
Child Henlth Plus has allowed us lo take those unin­
sured children that we see and enroll them into n 
plan. If you don't have health insurance, you're only 
going lo go if you're sick. You're not going lo go for 
preventive medicine. Too many people foll through 
the cracks. From a public health perspective it only 
makes sense that they have services. 

- Dr. Clore Drndley, Suffolk County health com­
missioner 

m ' 

I 

Everybody in our society should 
have access to health care. First of 
all, health care is a right, not a priv­
ilege. And it only makes sense. If 
parents don'l have access to take 
care of thei r diabetes or blood pres­
sure, how can we expect them lo 
hold down their jobs and raise their 

families? It's a llocial good. I really think society 
could afford thill. If we work toward the !(ORI of 
health care for oll , we can get there nnd work out 
something that would not be onerous to the taxpay­
er. 

- Ur. Mory ll ihbc rd, former Suffolk ('uunt.,• 
hcnlth conuniss iuncr and senior vice preoitlent for 
medical affairs at IPR0, the state peer-re,.iew or,ca­
nization, based in Loke Success 

~ 
There are a lot of different inter -

esL~ competing for use of the state's z 
tobacco money. What we have to do~ 
is see how it's going to be allocated v, 
and then figure out within thal a llo• ~ 
cation whet the income limiti< a re :< 
nnd who we can bring into thr lin- g? 
11urance) program. We're movinl( in 15 

the direction of n Family Health Plus program to~ 
help the modern t.c to lower income p<'ople be covered i 
by iMurnnce. Th<'rC will probnbly alwnys be Nome< 
people who orcn't covered - they could Ii<' in trn nsi- ~ 
lion between jobs. that type of thing. Rut we're l(oing m 
to expand insurance coverage. I think the tobacco :JJ 

money should be used for this. ~ 
- State Sen. Dean Skelos- (R-Rockville Centre), iii 

state senate deputy majetity lelliltr , ·, · • - , • ilS 

-- ----------------------------------- --­
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Pressure m_Ou·nts 
Health Care Reform Act to expire Dec. 31 

ByE.R.i\1\'RTIUL 
Gazette staff writer 

"f\ ly insurance premiums are equivalent 
to my ren t/mortgage:· 

" I lay awake at night. panicking. praying that 
I remain hc:-althy enough to care for my kids." 

·Tm 19-years-old. and I have medical bills 
tha t exceed three thousand dollars." 

TI1cse arc how the stories begin. 
··1 ask myself every day. would my hus­

hand still be alive today if he had health 
insur.1nce:· This is how some of them end. 

TI1e <1ue<tion: What happens if the Health 
Carc Refonn Act ( HCRA) is allowed to expire? 

Whik I ICRA talks have hcen ongoing be­
t\\ ccn la" makers and with the governor. the 
act 1< <ct to expire Dec. :II. and a coalition of 
organizations such a< Ci tizen Action, the 
l lcahhcarc Education ProjccL the Greater New 
Yo, k llosprtal Assoc ration. the Greater Up­
<ta rc- I aw Prnjccr. nnd Local 1199 of the Na-
111,11.rl I kalth & 11 11111.111 S,·rvic,· Employees 
l '1111111 \\;111t lo know ahoul the progress. 

Robert Kenny. a spokl'$man for the state 
l lcahh Oqxrrtmcnl. said. ·~nie govcmor·s ad-
11111u,1rat11 ,n ,s "'<'rking" 101 kgislarors and other 
inlCll'<tcd pat1rcs to come uµ with new HCRA 
lrg1<lat1on. ·111e governor" ill submil his pro­
po~cd legislation at the appropriate time." 

llo" ever. Kenny declined to speculate 
"hen tha1 "ill bl". although there were pub­
h,lwd rcr"' ts that l:1" makers arc ,·xpected 
h.1<-~ 111 A n,any the '"·ck ,,flkc. 13 to deal 

These are our Stories 
'" \ r ,,,. or twn 
.. .. ,., ' .... ,,. 
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Richard Kirsch of Citizen Action builds a display of personal stories about people who need health insurance. 
. Gazette photo by E. R. Myrthil 

with the issue. Until then, hundreds of con- when they simply ask for alTordable health in­
s tmction workers. waitresses, mechanics, < suranc:e,." said Citizen Action Director Richard 
suhsl rtutc tcach.:rs . and tcmpura,y workers 
remain uninsured. 

Last week in Albany, the coalition pro­
posed Family Health Plus (FHP) as an ex­
tension to I ICRA. Fl IP would make afford­
able. quality health care insurance available 
to working New Yorkers. 

·•Since the health care campaign began, we 
have heard disheartening and heartbreaking 
stories of thousands of New Yorkers without 
health coverage. AI01ough the accounts may 
dilTer- Otey speak with a single unifying. voice 

Kirsch. ··-111.:rr stories arc a tcsta111cn1 to thc· 
urgent need for the state Legislature and Gov­
ernor Pataki to address this growing crisis." 

According to Anne Erickson. legislative 
coordinator for the Greater Upstate Law 
Project. Fl IP is a plan designed on the same 
foundation as Child Health Plus, only it 
would extend affordable health coverage to 
uninsured working parents and other indi­
viJuals who do not have access to an af­
fordable ernployer-b.iscd health plan. 

"FHP would be coordinated with existing 

subsidized health insurance programs like 
CHP and Medicaid to make transitions be­
"' cc-11 the programs as seamlcss as po~­
sible," said Erickson. 

While they believe enactment of FHP 
would act as a significant solution to the 
health insurance crisis. there is a problem: 
The resource test. which requires applicants 
to provide a list of personal assets. Ac­
cording to Erickson, the resource test pun­
ishes families for saving towards retirement 
or their children· s education. ll1c argument 
is that Family Health Plus is not welfare and 

Continued on page 2 
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Richard Kirsch of Citizen Action calls for action on a Health Care Refonn Act as Anne Erlckso,:, of the 
Upstate Law Project looks on. Gazette photo by E. R. Myrthil 

... Health Care Reform Act to expire Dec. 31 
Continued from page 1 

should not be act like one. 
"To advance this goal and to eliminate the barriers to enroll­

ment in existing programs, the FHP proposal calls for a simpli­
fied, wuform application process for all New York's health insur­
ance programs as well as more vigorous outreach to maxmuze 
family enrollment in the programs for which they arc eligible." 

According to a spokesperson for Assembly Health Commit­
tee Chair Richard Gottfried, the Assembly recognizes the con­
cerns of the advocaCes but the time to negotiate FHP and 
HCRA has not arrived. Until there is an agreement within the 
Legislature and with the governor, the spokesperson said that 
there will not be an opportunity to deal with the resource test. 

The spokesperson said the Assembly's major concerns right 
now are with hospitals, medical clinics and other health care 
providers funded through HCRA. "If healthcare providers 
don't have knowledge of revenues and rules as of January 

l st, it disrupts the efficiency in the healthcare sector." 
Robert Hack, upstate coordinator for the Healthcare Edu­

cation Project; said that renewal ofHCRA remains extremely 
important because it helps New York's teaching hospitals 
provide state-of-the-art care to New Yorkers and strength­
ens funding for hospitals and clinics that treat tens of~ ou­
sands of uninsured patients. However, he added it is im­
portant not to put on the back burner the many people that 
do not have access to health care at all. 

Located in the Empire State Plaza Concourse is a collage of 
poems, pictures, and stories of people and their families living 
with no insurance. 'The art exhibit speaks volwnes about the 
serious problems working New Yorkers with out health insur­
ance face every day," said Hack. 'There are currently 3.2 
million New Yorkers without health coverage and the gover­
nor and the state Legislature have a golden opportunity to do 
something about this as we celebrate the holiday season." 




