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NEW GUIDE TO HELP LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
ESTABLISH TEEN PREGNANCY PREVENTION PROGRAMS 

HHS Secretary Donna E. Shalala released a new guide today to help communities and non­
profit organizations establish successful local teen pregnancy prevention programs. The 
comprehensive guide, developed by the National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. will be 
distributed nationwide for local health organizations· use. 

Titled Get Organized: A Guide to Preventing Teen Pregnancy, the publication stresses a 
localized approach, a long-term commitment, and careful evaluation. It also provides novel 
approaches for addressing teen pregnancy, including ways to involve fa ith leaders and the busi ness 

., t;-Qmmunity, suggestions on how to target young men in prevention efforts, and mechanisms for 
channeling community views on pregnancy prevention into effective, localized strategies fo r 
addressing the overall issue. 

"We've seen a continued decline in teen pregnancy and teen birth rates in the last several 
years, which has been very e11cuun1ging." Secrntllfy Shalala said. "But we can1t afford to stop Out' 
efforts now-too many teenagers are still jeopardizing their futures. By making this guide available 
to local communities, we hope to strengthen existing teen pregnancy prevention programs- and build 
others-that will coach girls and boys with common sense guidance, positive alternatives and the 
emotional support it takes to stand up to peer pressure." 

According to a new report released today by the National Center for Health Statistics 
(NCHS), the teen birth rate is at its lowest level since 1987. After years of rising rates. teen births 
began to decline in 199 I, continuing to decline every year and falling another 2 percent in 1998. 
Declines have been particularly marked in younger teens, with the birth rate fo r teenagers 15- 17 years 
dropping 5 percent for 1998 to a record low of30.4 per 1,000. 

Despite this decline, however, four out of l O American girls get pregnant at least once before 
they turn 20, leading to more than 900,000 teen pregnancies a year. Today1s guide is a three-volume 
publication that includes strategies for collecting basic data, reaching out to religious leaders. raising 
money and conducting program evaluation. 

"The National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy was created in response to the President 
and Vice President's challenge to parents and leaders all across our country," Secretary Shalala sa id . 
''The message was clear: winning the fight agai nst teen pregnancy isn't the sole responsibility of 
parents, religion, school or the government. Winn ing this cnisade is evefyone' s jou--ari<l the only 
way we'll win is if all of us join together." 

- More -
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The NCHS report aiso contains statepby-state data for 199 I-1997. That data show that teen 
birth rates have declined in every state and the declines have exceeded 20 percent in ten states and the 
District of Columbia. 

Founded in 1996, the National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy is a nonprofit, nonp 
partisan initiative supported almost entirely by private donations. The campaign's mission is to 
prevent teen pregnancy by supporting values and stimulating actions that are consistent with a 
pregnancy-free adolescence. The campaign's goal is to reduce the teen pregnancy rate by one-third 
between 1996 and 2005. 

Copies of today's report can be viewed or downloaded on the NCHS Home Page at: 
http:llwww. cdc.govlnchs. 

### 

Note: For other HHS Press Releases and Fact Sheets pertaining to the subject of this announcement, 
please visit our Press Release and Fact Sheet search engine at: ht1p:llwww.dhhs.gov/new5/pres5/. 
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Declines in Teenage Birth Rates, 1991-98: 
Update of National and State Trends 
by Stephanie J. Ventura. M.A .. T. J. Mathews, M.S .. and Sally C. Curtin. M.A .. Division of Vital; Statistic 

Abstract 
Objectives-This report presents national birth rates for teen­

agers for 1991-98; the percent change, 1991-98; State-specific 
teenage bfth rates for 1991 and 1997; and the percent change, 
1991-97. 

Methods-Tabular and graphical desaiptions of the trends in 
teenage birth rates by age group, race, and Hispanic origin of the mother 
are discussed. 

Results-Birth rates for teenagers 1 S-19 years dedined nationally 
between 1991 and 1998 for all age, race. and Hispanic origin popu­
lations. with lhe steepest declines recorded for black women. State­
specific rates by age fell in al States. with most declines statistically 
significant; overall declines ranged from 9 to 32 percent 

Keywords: teenage fertility • Stale-specific bith rates • fertility 
trends • teenage pregnancy 

Teenage birth rate down 18 percent since 
1991, close to record low 

The birth rate (preliminary) for U.S. teenagers in 1998 was 51.1 
tive births per 1,000 women aged 15-19 years, 2 percent lower than 
the rate in 1997, and 18 peicent lower than in 1991 (table 1 and 
figure 1) (1). The 1998 rate (preliminary) Is dose to the 1986 record 
low of 50.2 (2). The U.S. teen birth rale rose 24 percent from 1986 lo 
1991. when it reached 62.1, the highest level recorded in 20 years 
(64.5 in 1971). The previous peak period for teen birth rates was the 
late 1950's: the birth rate was highest in 1957, at 96.3 births per 1,000 
(2). 

The total of 484.975 births (p<eHminary number) to women aged 
15-19 years in 1998 was slightly higher than the number in 1997 
(483.220). but still 7 percent lower than the recent high in 1990 of 
521.826. The small 1997-98 increase in the number reflects the 
3-percent increase in the number of teenage females in the population 
between 1997 and 1998 (3). 

U.S. DCf'l\f\TM[IIT or tt CI\LTlt Arm IIUMAN S[rlVl(;[;j 

C1!illt:1~ tur lli:,1:.bc Cur,tro! ,1illl l'1:·vc11J1rn1 
N.tl:on.tl Cl! 1!cr fur I k.11111 ~;,.,1,: 11L -, 

Details of trend~ and variation~·n leena~ childbearing in the 
1990·s, including some discussion of e health c~sequences and the 
demog,aphic and beh~vioral changes ccounting for the recent trends. 
have been published: in a recent re rt (2). This report updates the 
findings ttvough 199, for national d ta and through 1997 for State 
statistics. 

I 

Most teenage births are o unmarried women 
! 

The proportion 9t births to tee gers tha~ were to unmarried 
teens continued to iricrease in 1998 according to preliminary data. 
The proportion unmarried rose 10 78 percent for au teenage births, 
up from 78.2 percent in 1997. For lee agers 15-17 yeats. the percent 
increased from 86.7 t() 87.4 percent. hile for older teens. it rose lrom 
72.5 lo 73.5 percent (lable A). 

The total numb~ of births to I enagers 16-17 years and the 
number of births lo unmarried teena eis 15-17 years declined from 
1997 10 1998. However. the total nu er declined even more than the 
number of nonmarita! births. As a r suit the ptrcenl unmarried for 
teenagers 15-17 yeats continued to naease. 

Although the pr9portion of lee age births that are nonmarital 
continues lo rise. it is still the case that most births to unmarried women 
are not to teenagers. In 1998. 70 perc nt weie to women aged 20 and 
older. 

Teenage birth ~nd pregn,ncy ra&es fall 
When data on ~ve births are lcombined with information for 

induced abortions an: fetal tosses. prl9nancy rates can be computed. 

I 

----+ 
Ackno 

This 1epon was l)(epated in lhe Rep,od~ive St.atislics Braoch (RSB) of the 
Division of Vital St.atisties (DVS). Melissa P8r1t of RSB ,rovided table review 
The repon was ediled by Patricia Keat Wi~ams. rypeset by Jacqueline M. 
Davis, and graphics produced by John hang of lhe Publications Branch. 
Division of Data seivices. · 
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Figure 1. Birth rates for teenagers by age: United States, 
1960-98 

Because information on the latter two outcomes is not as current as 
information on ~ve births, the most recent year for which teenage 
pregnancy rates can be computed is 1996. The estimated teen 
pregnancy rate in 1996 was 98.7 per 1,000 women aged 15-19, down 
15 percent from its high point ol 116.5 in 1991 (4). A consistent series 
of pregnancy rates for teenagers have been available since 1976; the 
1996 rate is lower than the rate of any year since 1976. 

Table A. Number of total births and percent of births lo 
unmarried women, aH ages and women under 20 years: 
United States, final 1997 and preliminary 1998 

8i1hs 10 
unmarried Percent 

Total births women UOmafTied 

Age of molhef 1998 1997 1998 1997 1998 1997 

Al ages . . ... . . . l.944,046 3,680,894 1,292,534 1,257,444 32.8 32.4 
Under 20 years . . . 494,456 493,341 389,721 385,802 78.8 78.2 

UrwtM , ' ,,.., .. ' . 0 .41 01 ,0,1,, 0 ,1&2 o,cos 0 0 , $ 0 $ .7 
15-19 years .... 4M.975 483,220 380,569 376,117 78.5 77.8 

l S-17 years . . 173,252 180,1S4 151,445 156,253 87.4 86.7 
18-19 years . . 311,724 303,066 229.124 219,864 73.5 72.S 

I 
i 
' 

Birth rates detline for teFnagers in all age 
groups 

I 

The birth rate for[the youngest t[nagers, 10.-14 years, fell to 1.0 
per 1,000, its lowest Jevel since 196 (also 1 .0► (ta-le 1). Moreover, 
the number of births.to teenagers i this age g,oup fell, to 9,481 in 
1998. down 6 percent from 1997 and own 27 percent from its recent 
high in 1994 (12,901 :births). 1 

The birth rate for teenage,s 15- 7 years deflined 5 percent from 
1997 to 1998, to 30.4' per 1,000. a r ord low f~ .this age group. The 
rate has rallen 21 per~ent since 1991; this declirnu ssentially reverses 
the 27-petcent increase in the rate fro 1986 (30.~ to 1991 (38.7). The 
number of births in this age group . ropped to '173,252. the lowest 
number since 1987 (2). 

The birth rate foc teenagers 18119 years declined 2 pllfcent in 
1998, to 82.0. This ra\e has dropped 3 percent ,nee its 1992 hi~ of 
94.4. The number o( births in this ge group .-icreased 3 percent, 
renecting the 5-percert increase in e number of teenage females 
18-19 years (3). '. 

' 

Birth rates fall: most ste.ly for black 
teenagers ; I 

Birth rates ha11e ~opped sharplylfor black teenagers since 1991, 
declining overall by 26 percent. from 15.5 in 19t1 to 85.3 per 1,000 
aged 15-19 (table 1,; figure 2), low than in aly year since 1960, 
when data fo, black "omen first me avail~le (2). The rate for 
Hispanic women has: dectined steadi y since 1004 (107.7) and was 
93.7 in 1998, dropping 13 percent in years. Despite these dedines, 
birth rates for black pnd Hispanic t enagers continue to be higher 
than those for other !JlOups; the rat for Hispa"'ic teens have been 
higher than the rates for black teen since 19'4. Asian or Pacmc 
Islander teenagers have the lowest r te (23.1 in 1998). 

Birth rates have declined as well or non-His,anic white (35.2 per 
1.000 in 1998), American Indian (71. ). and Asian or Pacific Islander 
teenagers (23.1), witry declines rangi g from 16 to 19 percent since 
1991 (table 1). 

Teenage birth rates vary ~really by State 
Birth rates vary substantially by btate. In 1t97 the most recent 

year for which State-~peciflc rates ~ n be comlllJted. the rates per 
1,000 women aged 1 $-19 years ran9t!d from 26.9 (Vermont) to 73. 7 
(Mississipp0 (table 2~. The highest jrate repol1ed was for Guam 
(106.3). j 

As previously repprted, differencl in overall Iates by State renec1 
in part the differences In the compositi n of the teenage populations of 
the States by race and Hispanic origi (2,5,6). Rates are much higher 
for Hispanic and black teenagers than r r non-Hispanic white teenagers 
(table 1). This pattern is found for all St tes (exceptlouisiana) for which 
reliable rates could be-computed for e~h population (table 3). There• 
fore. States with relatively hiah orooo ·ons of Hlcpanic and/or black 
teenagers would be expected to have h gher overal teenage birth rates. 
These compositional d!ff erences shoul be considered when comparing 
teenage birth rates aqoss States (6). 
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Figure 2. Birth rale for teens aged 15-19 years by race 
and Hispanic origin: United States, 1980·98 

Between 1991 and 1997, birth rates ror teenagers lS-19 years fell 
in all States and the District of Columbia and lhe Virgin Islands, with 
statistically significant reductions in all areas except Rhode Island and 
Guam (table 2 and figure 3). Declines exceeded 20.0 percent in 10 
States and the District of Columbia. 

Birth rates for teenage subgroups also vary greatly by State. Rates 
for teenagers 15-17 years fell significantly in all but six Slates. the Virgin 
Islands. and Guam, with declines exceeding 20.0 percent in 14 States 
and the District of Columbia. The rates for lhe District of Columbia, 
Maine, and Vermont declined al least 35 percent. Slate-specific rates 
for older teenagers 18- 19 years also declined, with statisticaUy sig­
nificant reductions reported for all but six States, the District of 
Columbia. Puerto Rico. and Guam. The declines for older teenagers 
were generally smaller than those for younger teens; rates fell signifi­
cantly by 20.0 percent or more in five States and the Virgin Islands. 

I I 
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Figure 3. Percent decline in teenage birth rates by Stale, 1991 to 1997 
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Table 1. Number of births to women under 20 years by age, race, and Hispanic; origin of mo her: Unittd States, 1998 
birth rates, 1991-98; and percent change in rates, 1991-98 
(Rates per 1.000 women in spedlled ~~) 

Bith rates Percent 
change 

Age, race, and Hispanic Number of I in rates. 
origin ol mother binhs. 19981 19981 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1991-98 

10-14 years 

Total . . ... . .... .. . . ..... 9.481 1.0 1.1 1.2 1.3 ~- 4 1.4 1.4 1.4 -28.6 
White. total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.821 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 -12.S 
Non-Hispanic while . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.145 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 P.·S 0.5 0.5 0.5 -20.0 
Black .. . ..... . ... . ... ... . 4,291 2.9 3.3 3.6 4.2 u 4.6 4.7 4.8 -39.6 
American lndian2 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 195 1.6 1.7 1.7 1.8 1.9 1.4 1.6 1.6 0.0 
Asian Of PaciflC Islander . . . . . . . . . 174 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.8 -50.0 
Hispar.cl . . . .. . ........... . 2,721 2.1 2.3 2.6 2.7 2.7 2.7 2.6 2.4 -12.5 

15-19 years 
I 

Total. . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .... 484,975 51.1 52.3 SU 56.8 58.9 59.6 60.7 62.l -17.7 
While. total. . . ..... .. .... ... 340,894 45.4 46.3 48.1 50.1 51.1 51.1 51.8 52.8 -14.0 
Non.Hispanic whie . . . . . . . . . ... 212.292 35.2 36.0 37.6 39.3 40.4 40.7 41.7 43.4 - 18.9 
Black . ........ . ..... • . • .. 126,865 85.3 881 91.4 96.1 104.S 108.6 112.4 115.5 -26.1 
American lncfian' .. . ..... • • .• . 8,174 71.8 71.8 73.9 78.0 8~.8 83.1 I 84.4 85.0 -15.5 
Asian or Pacif1e lslander . . . . • . . . . 9,043 23.1 217 24.6 26.1 2 .1 27.0 26.6 27.4 -15.7 
HispanicJ .. . . . .... . . . ... •• • 121,455 93.7 97.3 101.8 106.7 107.1 106.8 107.1 106.7 -12.2 

15-17 years 
! 

Total. . . . ..... . .. ..... .... 173,252 30.4 32.1 33.8 36.0 3'1.6 37.8 37.8 38.7 -21.4 
White. IOlal . . . . • . . . ...... • .. 116.699 25.9 27.1 28.4 300 3t-1 30.3 30.1 30.7 -15.6 
Non-Hispanic whle . . .. ... . . ... 68,657 18.4 19.4 20.6 22.0 2 .8 22.7 22.7 23.6 -22.0 
Black .. .. . . . .. . .. ... . .... 50,062 56.8 60.8 64.7 69.7 7~.3 79.8 81.l 84.l -32.S 
American lndtan1 •.•. . •. . . •• .. 3,155 44.3 45.3 46.4 47.8 51.J 53.7 53.8 52.7 - 15.9 
Asian or Pacif1e Islander ......... 3.336 13.7 14.3 14.9 15.4 16.1 16.0 

I 15.2 16.l - 14.9 
Hispanic3 

• • • • • • • • ••• • •• •• •• 48,265 62.3 66.3 69.0 72.9 74.0 71 .7 71.4 70.6 -11.8 

18- 19 yeats 

Total ••. . . . . ...... . . • · · · · · 311,724 82.0 83.6 86.0 89.1 91.S 92.l I 94.5 94.4 -13.1 While, IOlal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 224,195 74.7 75.9 784 81.2 82.1 82.1 83.8 83.5 - 10.5 
Non-Hispanic v.ti~e . . . . . . . . . . . . 150,635 60.6 61.9 63.7 66.l 6,.4 67.7 69.8 70.5 -14.0 
Black .... . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . 76,803 126.8 130.1 132.5 137.1 14 .3 151.9 157.9 158.6 -20.1 Amelican lndianJ . . . . . . . . .. ... 5.019 118.0 117.6 122.3 130.7 139.3 130.7 132.6 134.3 -12.1 
Asian Of Pacifit Islander ......... S,707 38.2 39.3 40.4 43.4 •~., 43.3 43.1 43.1 -11.4 Hispanic) . . ... .. .... .•..... 73.189 1401 144.3 151.1 157.9 158.0 159.1 159.7 158.5 -11.5 

'Olla for 1998 a,e p,elininary. 
' Includes bilhs 10 Alelas and Eskimos. 
'Includes Ill persons ol Hispanic °'911 of any race. 
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Table 2. Birth rates for teenagers aged 15-19 years by age group and State, and percent ch,nge by age: United State 
and each State, 1991 to 1997 · 
IRales pe, 1,000 womeo In specified 9ro11p) 

1991 1997 I Perceflt cl\tnge, 1991-97 

'~" 
15--19 15--17 18-19 15--19 15--17 ; 18-19 16-17 18-19 

State years )'ears years )'e31'S )'ears ! years ye rs )'JIICS years 

United Slates' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 62.1 38.7 9-4.4 52.3 32.1 
I 
, 89.1 -15 8 - 17.2 -5.6 

Alabama . . . . . . . ... . • • , . . , . 73.9 47.7 109.5 66,6 43.4 : 100.2 -9 •9.1 -8.5 
Alasb. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , • . 65.4 35.3 111.7 44.6 25.1 r 73.6 -31 8 -Z9.0 -34.1 
Arizona . . . . • . . . . .. .... . • . . 80.7 51.4 m .6 69.7 44.0 : 111.2 -136 - 14.4 -9.3 
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 79.8 49.4 122.8 72.9 42.9 i 119.2 -8 6 -13.1 -2.9" 
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . 74.7 46.9 113.6 57.3 36.2 90.S -23 3 -22.9 -20.3 
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 58.2 35.3 91.4 48.2 29.9 i 77.2 -17 2 -15.S -15.5 
Connecticut ........... . . 40.4 26.3 59.4 36.1 22.5 ' 58.1 -106 -1-4.5 -2.2" 
Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . 61.1 40.3 87.1 55.8 36.8 83.3 -8 7 ..e.6 .. -4.3 .. 
Dislrict of Columbia . . . . . . . • • • • • 114.4 102.8 125.5 91.0 65.9 r 122.4 -20 5 -35.9 -2.s·· 
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . • ••• . , 68.8 0 .0 102.9 57.7 35.1 i 94.2 - 16 1 -ao.2 -8.4 
Georgia . . . . . . . ..... • . •• ... 76.3 50.6 110.9 67.2 44.0 j 102.8 -119 -13.0 -7.3 
Hawaii ..... . . ....... •• . • . • 58.7 34.7 91.S 43.8 25.3 69.6 -25 4 -v., -23.9 
Idaho . . . . . . . . .. .. • , . • .. .. 53.9 29.3 90.8 43.3 23.3 72.5 -197 -20.6 -20.2 
linois . . . . . . ... . . . ... . .... 64.8 40.6 99.1 54.7 34.4 87.6 - 15 -15.2 -11.7 
ln<Aana .. . . . .. .... • ... .... 60.5 35.2 95.2 54.2 32.1 87.6 -1 --8.7 -7.9 
Iowa ... . . . . . . . •.•.. ...... 42.6 22.8 71.5 35.7 20.1 i 60.4 -1 -12.1 -15.5 
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . •. . • . ... 55.4 29.4 94.1 48.5 27.5 81.7 -1 .s,4•• -13.2 
Kentucky . . . . ..... • ......•. 68.9 42.6 105.5 59.6 35.4 I 95.0 -1 -17.0 -9.9 
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . , . .. . .... 76.1 51.1 111.4 66.3 42.1 , 101.4 -1 -17.6 -9.0 
Maine ... . . . . .. . . • .. . . .... 43.5 23.8 70.1 32.0 15.4 58.3 -2 -~.o -16.8 
Maryland . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . 54.3 35.2 79.8 43.9 28.2 68.8 -1 -19.9 -13.7 
Massachusett.s . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . 37.8 25.2 52.9 ·31.7 19.1 50.8 -1 -2,U -4.o·· 
Michigan . . . . . . . . . ........ • 59.0 35.5 91.1 43.9 25.4 72.2 - 2 -all.4 -20.8 
Minnesota .......... . . .. ... 37.3 20.7 61.4 32.0 17.8 55.1 -1 - 14.1 -10.2 
Mississippi . . .. ........ . .... 85.6 60.1 120.4 73.7 50.2 i 108.8 -1 - 16.4 -9.6 
Missouri. . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . 64.5 38.7 100.7 51.5 29.6 i 86.3 -2 -1,3.7 -14.2 
Mon1ana . . . ... ... . • ....... 46.7 23.6 83.0 37.6 20.1 ; 65.2 _, 

-"4.8 -21.4 
Nebraska . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . 42.4 23.6 69.2 37.2 21.3 I 61,6 -1 ~.8 .. -10.9 
Nevada ... . . ... . •• . .... ... 75.l 43.9 119.1 67.7 42.2 : 109.1 - 1 •3.8" -8.4 
New H11111>shire . . . • • • . . . . . . . . 33.3 17.1 518 28.6 14.0 ' 53.0 -1 - 18.2 -1.4 .. 
New Jersey . . . . . • . • . . . . .. . . 41.6 26.3 62.9 35.0 213 56.7 - 1 -19.0 -9.9 
New MelCico . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 79.8 50.0 124.4 68.4 44.4 106.l -1 - 11 .2 - 14.S 
New York . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 46.0 29.1 69.0 38.8 23.4 62.3 -1 -19.4 -9.8 
Nonh Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.5 46.2 101.7 61.3 37.7 , 97.l - 1 -18.5 -4.3 
North Dakota ..... • ... . . ... .. 35.6 18.1 62.4 30.1 14.3 : 55.0 -1 -30.9 -11.8 
Ohio . . . ...• ... • .. ... . . . . . 60.5 36.2 93.8 49.8 28.6 ! 82.6 -1 -Z'l .1 -12.0 
Oklahoma .. ' ' . . . . . . . . ' ' . ' .. 72.1 41.7 115.6 64.3 37.3 ! 107.4 -1 - l0.7 -7.1 
Oregon ...... . . ... . .. . . . .. 54.9 31.3 90.7 46.9 27.0 ; 78.2 - 1 - 13.7 - 13.8 
Pennsylvania . • . • . . . . . . . . . . .. 46.9 29.2 70,5 37.3 21.9 i 61.l -2 - 26.0 -13.0 
Rhode Island . . . ........... . . 45.4 30.1 63.6 42.7 27.6 i 65.6 - . --8.2 .. 3.2" 
South Ca,olina. . . . . . .... .• . .. 72.9 48.0 105.4 61.4 40.0 I 93.o -1 - l6.6 - 11 .8 
South Dakota . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 47.5 26.3 79.2 39.7 21.8 ! 66.3 -1 -ff.2 -16.3 
Teonessee ..... . . . ........ . 75.2 47.8 112.1 64.5 38.5 i 103.8 -1 -~.4 -7.4 
Te1a1s .. . . . .... . . ... . . . • .. 78.9 50.4 119.3 71.7 47.1 1110.1 - -<6.6 -7. 7 
Utah . . . . . . • .... . . . . . . . . .. 48.2 27.0 79.8 42.6 23.7 68.3 -1 - 1:Z.3 -14.5 Vermont. ..... . . . . . . .. .. • .. 39.2 21.3 62.0 26.9 12.1 51.2 -3 -0.3 -17.6 
VirglnJa . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . 53.5 31.8 81.2 44.2 26.1 I 70.8 -1 -1!7.8 -12.8 
Washilgton. . . ...... . . • . . . • • 53.7 31.0 86.5 42.5 24.5 : 70.7 -2 -20.S -18.2 West Virginia. . . . . . . . . . . • • .. • 57.8 32.4 93.2 49.1 27.S ; 80.3 -15. -15.1 -13.9 Wisconsin. . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . 43.7 24.8 71.2 35.9 21.4 • 58.8 -17. -13.7 -17.4 
Wyoming . ....... .... . .. ... 54.2 26.4 98.6 43.3 23.3 : 75.8 -20. -12.1·· - 23.1 
Pueno Rico . .. . .. . . ........ 72.4 50.8 105.9 77.8 57.6 :106.6 7 12.4 or 
Virgin Islands ... . . • . . . .. .. . . 77.9 48.6 124.0 660 45.6 . 96.7 -15. -6.2° -22.0 
Guam .... . . . . . . • • . . . . . 95.7 55.0 156.1 106.3 61.4 178.2 11 . •• 11 6 .. 14.2°' 
Amerkan Samoa . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.9 20.7 ' 81 .5 

•• N01 signftcanc at p<0.05. 
· • • Data llOl ava~able. 
'fi cludes dlll 101 Puerto Rico. Vrgin Islands, Guam, and Americ.in Samoa. 

NOTE: Binn 111es by Stale In this tallle are based on poplAloon es1inale$ p,CMded by Ille U.S. Bll'eau of Ille Censvs (5) and, lherefute. Ille rates shooNn tjere may di"e, /,om ratH computed 00 Ute 
basis ol Olhef pop1.01ior1 es1imates. 



Table S. Birth rates for teenagers 15-19 years by age and race/Hispanic origin: United States and each State, 1997 
/Rales Pf 1,000 women n specified gro141) 

1S-19 years 1S-17 years 

Wile White 

State Al Total Noo-Hispanic Slack Hispanic' Al Total Non-Hisprt Bladl Hispanic' 

18-19 ye~ 

White 

Al TOlal 

United Sites . . • . . . . . . . 52.3 46.3 36.0 881 97.3 32.1 27.1 19.4 60.8 66.3 89.1 75.9 61.9 

AlabM\a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66.6 54.5 53.9 90.1 87.5 43.4 31.6 31.3 66.7 100.2 88.5 87.5 
Alasb. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.6 33.6 32.3 73.6 25.1 17.2 16.3 73.6 57.6 56.0 
Arizona .. . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . 69.7 70.0 41.2 74.9 126.3 44.0 43.9 22.6 49.5 86.7 111.2 111.6 71.1 
Mansas. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72.9 63.9 61.9 104.2 123.2 42.9 34.1 32.6 73.7 82.2 TI9.2 110.5 108.0 
Caifomia. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 57.3 61.5 28.6 71.6 95.2 36.2 39.2 14.9 44.4 64.9 90.5 96.0 50.2 
Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.2 47.2 31.1 68.8 112.9 29.9 29.4 16.2 41.1 83.5 n.z. 75.2 54.7 
Conneditlt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36.1 30.6 17.6 78.2 115.5 22.5 18.4 9.2 53.3 79.9 58.1 50.2 31.3 
Delaware. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 55.8 40.3 37.2 107.8 36.8 25.4 23.6 73.8 83.3 61.1 56.2 
Dislrid olCOllmbia. . . . • . . . . . . . 91.0 22.0 7.1 139.4 88.6 65.9 27.0 79.0 122.4 19.7 7.3 
Florida .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57.7 48.0 42.9 92.2 65.3 35.1 27.2 23.2 63.2 42.0 94.2 81.9 75.9 
~ ... . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 67.2 54.0 50.0 92.6 125.9 44.0 31.4 29.1 68.0 74.9 102.8 89.3 82.7 
Hawaii. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.8 22.0 19.5 37.2 95.4 25.3 8.4 6.7 60.0 69.6 39.4 35.9 
Idaho .... .. . ... . . . ... , . . . 43.3 43.3 37.6 101.8 23.3 23.3 19.5 63.4 72.S 72.3 64.1 
Illinois . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 54.7 42.0 29.9 115.l 105.3 JU 23.9 16.0 82.6 65.5 87.6 711 52.2 
Indiana .. . . • • . • • . . . . • • • . . . 54.2 49.5 47.8 99.1 97.1 32.1 28.1 26.8 685 65.2 87.6 81.8 79.4 
Iowa .. .. . . . • • . . . . . . . • . . . . 35.7 33.6 32.1 104.7 93.4 20.1 18.2 17.2 76.8 62.6 60.4 57.7 55.5 
Kansas .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 48.5 44.5 39.7 lOS.3 106.3 27.5 24.3 20.6 71.3 72.7 81.7 76.6 70.1 
Kentuoy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59.6 56.6 56.2 90.9 102.0 35.4 32.6 32.4 65.7 95.0 92.1 91.3 
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 66.3 48.1 48.5 94.0 34.7 42.1 26.8 26.8 66.0 25.4 101.4 80.0 81.2 
Maine . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 32.0 31.9 31.7 15.4 15.4 15.3 58.3 58.0 57.8 
Maly1and. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 43.9 30.0 28.4 75.0 49.1 28.2 16.7 15.6 53.3 32.1 68.8 51.0 48.9 
Massachlsels... . . • . . . . . . . . . 31.7 28.0 19.9 75.4 115.0 19.1 16.2 10.1 47.5 77.9 50.8 46.0 34.8 
Michigan . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 43.9 35.4 33.2 88.3 84.2 25.4 18.9 17.2 59.1 57.4 72.2 60.7 57.8 
Mivlesou . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.0 26.1 23.6 119.4 137.4 17.8 13.2 11.5 84.6 88.3 55.1 46.9 43.0 ==~ : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~t~ ~:~ !!:~ :~:: 79.3 : :: :~:~ ~: ~~:: 54.3 

1
: :; ~~ ~::j 

Black 

130.1 

122.3 

116.6 
148.8 
113.3 
113.1 
1181 
160.7 
286.7 
137.4 
129.6 

169.0 
1481 
145.9 
158.7 
125.2 
132.6 

109.1 
123.9 
132.8 
178.7 
136.4 
146.6 

Hispanic ' 

144.3 

188.0 

140.7 
159.4 
171.0 

99.0 
200.6 
142.1 
156.1 
168.3 
143.8 
1401 
159.3 

46.6 

72.8 
176.9 
123.9 
210.6 

111.7 
Montana . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . • 37.6 31.0 30.0 20.1 14.7 14.0 65.2 56.5 54.8 V> 

Nebraska . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . 37.2 33.3 29.4 101.2 99.5 21.3 18.2 15.6 71.7 62.3 61.6 561 50.3 151.5 156.3 ~-
Nevada .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 67.7 65.5 48.0 98.0 121.0 42.2 39.7 27.0 70.5 82.3 109.1 107.4 83.2 141.2 177.6 ~ -

-· -wew'liariJshie . . _. . .-. .-: :-: : : . . . . 28.6 .. -28.T ... - 21[3 14.cr "13.8 --- .--1ir ·- - - . . · ... .. ..... sfo" ·- 53.5- s:tf .. - - -· --· -·· ~ - ... ~ . -
New Jers,y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35.0 26.0 14.1 79.8 78.7 21.3 14.5 6.7 55.4 52.0 56.7 443 26.2 116.7 117.4 ~ 
New Mexro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68.4 69.0 40.6 54.0 91.3 44.4 45.2 22.6 39.2 63.4 106.3 106.3 69.5 134.4 g 
New VOIie . • . . . . . • . • • • . . . . . 38.8 33.2 21.9 &4.1 74.3 23.4 19.3 11.6 41.1 47.1 62.l 54.0 37.3 100.9 116.4 y, 
North Cadina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61.3 51.0 45.4 856 204.2 37.7 29.1 25.8 58.l 122.◄ 97.3 84.5 75.4 125.9 321.9 
North D~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.1 24.7 23.9 14.3 10.8 10.3 55.0 46.5 45.2 
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__ _o,;n.__ _________ ~,~9~8- A4~2~1 __ ..,.,.41~,---1~00~4--~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~s~2.~&--1~z~.J1-- -1-1~1~-- -l,!15~1.~o---l1A28~J'---•~,__ __ 
Oklahoma . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 64.3 57.9 54.8 94.7 102.9 37.3 31.9 29.5 67.3 69.9 107.4 99.1 95.1 134.8 154.0 z 
O!egon . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . • • 46.9 46.1 38.8 72.4 126.2 27.0 26.1 21.0 50.6 85.6 78.2 77.9 67.4 105.5 186.9 9 
Penns)ivaia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37.3 29.4 25.8 100.7 117.5 21.9 15.8 13.1 69.2 84.4 61.3 50.5 45.7 151.7 168.3 ~ 
Rhode IShl . . ...... , , . . . . . . 42.7 38.2 27.6 83.9 145.4 27.6 24.3 15.7 50.6 1061 65.6 59.1 45.1 
Sllllltc.lill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '1.4 48.3 47.4 ttJ 18.& ~ !9.1 19.4 57.2 ~ .8 !5.9 162 15.1 
SoAI Oat)la . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 39.7 301 29.6 21.8 15.2 14.8 66.3 51.4 50.5 
Te«essec . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . 64.S 55.0 53.9 99.5 121.5 38.5 29.9 29.1 70.2 77.5 103.8 931 91.5 
Texas .. . . . . . • . . • • • • . . . . • 71.7 71.4 43.5 85.3 107.7 47.1 46.7 239 57.S 77.0 110.1 109.8 74.2 
Utah . . . . . . . . . . 42.6 41.9 36.5 118.S 23.7 23.2 19.2 80.8 68.3 67.4 60.1 

See lootntes at end of table. 
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Table J. Birth rates for teenagers 15-19 years by age and race/Hispanic origin: United States and each Stale, 1997-Con. 
(Rates pr 1,000 women in specified Qf014J) 

15-19 years 

Whe 

State Al Total Non-Hispanic Black Hispanic' Al Total 

Vemmt .... .. ... • .. .. . .... 26.9 27.4 27.6 12.1 12.3 
Vrgi'lia .. ... . . . . • • ... . .... 44.2 35.0 32.9 76.0 68.6 26.1 18.4 
Washingln ..... ... . . . . . ... . 42.5 41.4 34.8 67.-4 106.3 2-4.5 23.3 
West Vr;nia . ......... ...... 49.1 48.5 48.6 72.3 27.5 26.8 
WISCOllSi . . • .. . .••... ....•. 35.9 27.2 24.5 127.9 103.6 21.4 14.6 
~ ...... . . ..... . .... Ul 42.4 -40.2 72.5 23.3 22.2 

• f'9Se ~ nae mee1 stancwds d reliabilly er pr!dsion /based on lewer lllln 20 llir'dls er fewer hn 1.CXJO women in speci'led IJOUP). 
'"-= 4 ltsfJa1ic aigin 1111f1 bed "'1 race. 

15-17 years 

WN!e 

Non-Hispanic Black Hispanic' Al 

12.4 51.2 
16.9 51.9 ◄3.7 70.8 
18.8 -43.1 69.2 70.7 
26.8 50.1 80.3 
12.8 88.9 65.3 58.8 
20.3 75.8 

18-19 years 

White 

Total Nal-Hisparic Black Hispanic' 

52.0 52.7 
59.4 56.3 110.9 101.7 
69.6 60.0 104.2 160.8 
79.9 80.3 100.2 
46.9 42.9 197.6 166.7 
75.0 72.4 

NOTE: Rllt5 by !lite e,-t Hi5panic origin clmOI be COlllplaed /or Puer!o Rico. 1he Vrgin lsllrds. Guam. and Ameriun Samoa. beanae poptJal1'lns are not ~aiable by race and Hispri: aigin lor these areas. Bith raleS sho,in in 1his !able are based on 
popuati:>n!Slimac2s prOYided lly 1he U.S. S..Uu of 11,e Census IS) and. therefore. may dis ITom rates ccmpAed on 1he besis of Gda poplAali>n e51imates. 
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'Technical notes 

Data shown in this report for 1997 and earlier years are based 
on 100 percent of the birth certificates registered in all States and the 
District of Columbia. More than 99 percent of brths occurring in this 
country are registered. Data shown for 1998 are preliminary, based on 
a sample file of more than 99 percent of births for that year (1). 
Tabulations by State also include Puerto Rico. the Vigin Islands, 
Guam. and American Samoa. However, totals shown for the United 
States do not include these areas. 

Tabulations by race and Hispanic origin of mother are based on 
this information as reported on the birth certificate. Race and Hispanic 
origin are reported as separate items on the birth certifteate. Although 
the overwhelming majority of Hispanic births (97 percent) are to white 
women, substantial differences in teenage childbearing patterns exist 
between Hispanic and non-Hispanic white women. Therefore data are 
shown separately for these groups. 

Population data for computing birth rates were provided by the U.S. 
BLKeau of the Census (3,5). Rates by State shown here may differ from 
rates computed on the basis of other population estimates. State rates 
are based oo mother's place of residence. Population estimates by race 
and Hispanic origin are not available for Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, 
Guam. and American Samoa. Rates are not available for American 
Samoa for 1991, because birth data were not collected. 

Rates were not computed if there were fewer than 20 births in the 
numerator or fewer than 1,000 women in the specified group in the 
denominator. An asterisk is shown in place of the rate. Additional 
information on the tabulation of birth data by race, random variation. and 
relative standard error is provided in earlier reports (1,6). 
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