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2049 CENTURY PARK EAST 

n,.te: July 7, 1999 
7/2.0 

'lb: Ms • Sarah Bian:::i 

Faxt: 202- 456- 5557 

Dear Ms. Bianci: 

11TH FLOOR 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90067 

(310) 552-3545 FAX (310} 552-1635 

R..G-F~~ 
P'l.R.. '1~'-'R.. R.~q ~~f. 
p~~x ~f:,AJ,~Ul.a~ 
RQ.c..'¢ir.,,-- ~e_ r~1.s JJ~ 

r k ",.,,,_ '1 ~v-
Per our telephale conversation I offer the fol ~ thoughts en 
"Prodlctive Aging" as a positive program for Vice-President Gore's 
political platfolll\: 

I - ~ 

'there is a m:iuntain of data available to su.i;:port the fa.ct that a tidal 
wave of aging citizens is al::x:>ut to cc:m!! crashing <.b-.ll'l with staggerin;J 
in'pact . Sane facts : 

1) '!here are currently 34.5 million ..Arrericans age 65 arrl older, irore 
than twioe as mm;y as the 16. 7 million seniors there were in the u. S . in 
1960. 

2) OVer the next 30 years the nur:ri::ler o f Americans age 65 plus will 
again double fran the 34. 5 million today to 69. 4 mill ion by the year 
2030. 

3) Over the next 30 years the "oldest ol d" hrericans at age 85 and 
older will also grCM rapidly frc::m 4. 2 millian today to 8. 5 million in 
2030. 

4 ) OVer the past 100 years average life expectancy at birth has 
increased xrore than it had over the previous 2000 years. In the U.S. 
life expectancy has increased fran 47 years in 1900 to 76 .1 years in 
1999 (78. 9 :years far ~ and 72. 0 years for man) . 

'lbere is a m:iuntain of other data available that all points to the sarre 
conclusicn. '!here is a rapid increase in the senior pcpulation and this 
surge will significantly change our society. 

II IMPLICATICNS OF AGnn IN AMER.I~ 

'Ihis derographic shift has inplicaticns that are l:x:>th negative arxl 
positive. 'Ihe negative inplications are those that ha-ve received the 



pub] jcity i.e. the agir'lg pcpnlation nust be cared for, housed and 
sui:p:>rted rredically, ablr.iously a staggering fiscal b.lrden. In addition 
there will be disrupticns in enploym:nt and family patterns including 
coopetition with ywnger workers caused by this agjJ)g b.lt vigorous 
pcp.uatian. 

However there are uany positive aspects to this ''Graying of krerica# and 
it is those on 'v.bich I 'WC:Uld like to focus, for I feel they have 
received minim.m attention in the ~s, frcm indust.:cy arrl fran the 
political structure. 1he elderly pcp.ilation is the wealthiest in our 
society arrl these fiscal resources nust be µtlled back into productive 
use. In ad::liticn there is a reservoir of :i;;.hysical ani errotional energy 
that sits in these aging citizens \tbich I have directly ~ienced 
through the Legacy AwaJ:d Program which I created at Ni.RP . With this 
program we ackn<:MledJe cirri give grants t o senior volunteerS around the 
country \<.½lo are maki.n;J significant contribltians to their local 
camunity. ~ gi"IJeS those winners significant visibility and they 
serve as rrcdels to stirnllate increased volunteerisn. 

~ican.s are not just l iving longer wt are nuch healthier with 
significant additional E!llel:9Y to invest in ccmrunity i;:n:-ojects. An AARP 
study revealed 45% of older ad.llts Sc£i' they are~ ab:,ut "the loss 
of usefulness after retirerrent". In a stuqy cy the U.S . Mninist:.ration 
en Agirg, 14 millicn Arrericans over the age of 65 said that they "are or 
ney be willing to volunteer if asked". In acxlitian 25.6% of seniors 
currently vol unteering indicate they w:iuld like to volunteer rrore tiJre 
arrl 40% of those surveyed said that they felt that the federal, state 
arrl local gOV'etn:tents are d:,i.ng less than they sb:AJld to prarote arrl 
provide q:portunities for volunteerisn. 

With severe cutm.cks in social savices, elders have the q;portunity arrl 
even the responsibility to help fill that gap in lit erally hurrlreds arrl 
hurrlreds of areoas across the countty. 'lhe question is how can they best 
be st:imtlated into action? 

III g;ME IDEAS FtR DE.VELOPIW A "P2Qilr'I'IVE AG@" fOLICY 

What is neErlerl is a shift in the WcJ:;t' agirlg is perceived. Elders should 
be looked en as a great natural resource, in fact the country's only 
increasirg natural resource. P.cog:i::ams m.wt be developed to encourage the 
involvaxent of senior citizens. 'lbere are IU.GerOUS such efforts ncM 

urrlel:' way ~ the co.mb:y, :including Foster Grandparents , Experi ence 
Corps, Retire::1 Senior Volunteer Frog.ram, Habitat for 1-funanity, and 
others. But these have only scratched the surface. 

In our society where youth has been id:>lized az'rl ~ seen as a b.lrden, 
this image of the later years rrust be ~- An awarEl'leSS D1.1St be 
developed annng seniors that says "QJr country needs you". Incentives 
nust be aevelcped to encourage volunteers , whether through scree foll'!\ of 



tax benefit or u tilizing social security payments or welfare dollars 
channeled through ncn profit QrOJPS to~ the -work force. '!here are 
nany pi.cgLams that could be developed, and we need the equivalent of a 
GI Bill for Seniors to bring into productive functioning this vast 
reservoir of energy. 

Sarah, we discussed in our telephone COrlV@r'Sati on the idea of convening 
group of creative people ~ieoced. in this field to sper'Xi a day 
discussing 'What kind of specifi c program9 might be incorporated into a. 
:policy position for the Vice President's carrpaign. You asked that I 
suhnit to you a l i st of narres with very brief :reasons why such perscns 
should be invited. Bel ow i s that l i st. 

Richard Adler 
Director, State of the world Porum Project on the Future of 
Aging 
Former Vice President, Senio:tNet (natiooal ncn-profit that provides 
access to coop.1ter skills for older ad.tl.ts) . He is currently leading a 
new project to prcm:>te rrore positive~ to the aging of society. 

Scott Bass 
Dean, Graduate School, university of Maeyland, Baltimore 
Fourrlar and f ~ director, Gercntol cgy Institute at the university of 
Massaclrusetts; fouxxling editor of the "Journa.1. of Aging and Social 
Policy•; author of "Prodlctive Aging arrl the Role of Older People in 
Japan, II 

Bob Blancato 
President, Matz & Blancato, Washington, DC 
Fmner Executi-ve Director, 1995 Writ e House Conference on Aging; fo:rrrer 
staff meni::,er, House Select Ccmnittee on Aging. Bob is one of the m:>st 
knc:Mled;]eable pec.ple in washingtan al:x:,ut the politics of aging. 

Donna Butta 
£xecutive Director, Generation.a united, Washington, DC 
Generati.oos Uu.ted is a national organization that su,;:ports an "age 
integrated societyN through coll.ab::>rative i;xrograms for seniors and 
youth. M:'>re than 50 organizations, including AARP, the Children's 
Defense Fund., the Nati onal urban League, arrl the YW::A are rcerbers of GU. 

Rose Dobrof 
Brookdale Pro~essor of Gerontology, Brookdale Center on 
Aging, New York City, NY 
Dr. r:obrof foundl!rl the Brookdale Center an Ag~ of HJnter Coll ege in 
1974. It is the large.st gercntology center in the Northeast. 



1tan Dychtwald 
President, Agewave, Emeryville, CA 
Agewave is the countey's leading nerketing/ccxmunicatioos finn focused 
on older adults; Dr. JJycbtwald is a psychologist, gerontologist and 
author of rune books on health an::1 agirg issues, inclu:ling his newest 
l::x:lok "Age Pov.er : How the 21st Century Will be Ruled~ the New Old" (in 
press). 

Jim !:merman 
Director of Special Project, .American society on Aging 
'1he .Arrerican Society on Aging is the larget ~zatian of 
professionals in the field of aging. As Director of ~ial Projects, 
Jim EnEJ:Inan has been involved in trOSt of the organization's major 
initiatives over the past decade. 

Marc Freedman 
President, civic ventures, San Pranoisco, CA 
Founder, 'the Experierx:e Corps, a naticnal organization that is 
develcping ccmrunity service q;:portunities for older adults; author of 
"Seniors in Naticnal and. Ccmnmity Service" and "Prin'e Tirre" (in press). 

JUdy Goggin 
Vice President, Education & Enterprise Development, 
Elderhoatel, Boston, MA 
Elderhostel is a national nt:r1profit organi:.:ation that provides travel­
sb.cy programs for nearly 300,000 older ad.ilts each ::rear. FOtmderl 25 
years ago, El.denlOStel provides prog1.aus for nearly 300,000 pecple each 
year. Ms. Goggin is respcnsible far develq;,i.ng new programs axrl 
partnerships for Elderhostel. 

Harold Rodgkimaon 
Director, Center of Demographic ~olicy, Al~vand~a, VA 
Bud .I:bdgkinscn is an outstan::ling ~ on the dem::,graphics of aging. He 
also serves as a nari:er of the board of Elde:rbostel . 

Dixie Horning 
Research Associate, Center for Aging and Health, university 
of California at San Pranaisao 
As the f~ executive direc:tor of the Gray Panthers , Dixie has l:::>eerl. a 
strong proponent of intergenerational cocperation between Yollil9 and old. 

Rarxy R. Moody 
Director, Brookdale Center on Aging, New York City, NY, Vice 
Board Chair, Blderho•tel 
Cile of the intellectual leaders in defining new ~es to aging. He 
is the author of rrumerous books and papers and is co- editor of the 
jounial Spirituality and Aging. He will soon begin a rew assigrnent as 
Program Officer responsible for the Faith in Acticn program at the 
Rabe.rt W:iod. Johnsoo Foln::1aticn. 



Ann WX'ixon 
Executive Director, Senioz:tJet, San Francisco, CA 
For the p:ist two years, Ann Wrixon has bee,. leading the largest national 
oi:ganization pramting the use of ccnputers and the Internet 1::?r' older 
adllts. 

Other possible carxli.dates include: 

- Dr. Robert Butler, Director, Intematia,al Icngev:i_ty Center, Mt . 
Sinai Medi.cal School, New York; forrrer head of Naticnal Institute 
onAgin:J 

- Gloria cavanaugh, &-ecutive Director, Aneri can Society oo Aging, 
Sm Francisco 

- Msg . Charles Fahey, 'Ihil:d Age Center, Fordham University, New York 

- Jim Fi.nnan, Executive Director, National Council on Aging, 
~ 

- An:\y Ko~g, President, Kisco Retirt!ffl:!rlt Ccmrunities, Del Mar, CA 

- Or. John Rl:M, President, Mt. Sinai.a Ibspital and School of 
Medicine, New York; co-author "Successful At.Jing" 

'Ihese is.sues are obviCA.LSly vel:Y catplex and it will be challenging to 
develop specific program wt I feel certain this can be done and a 
major carpaign issue created arculd a new p:rod.,.ctive role for senior 
citizens in oor society. 'Ibis nt:M visicn of grCJWlX)fJ old, \lher-e older 
citizens would continue to make significant cantri.b.ltions to the welfare 
and growth of oor society and to the enrichrent of their own personal 
lives seems to me a winning platfonn. 

I am ha!:'P.f to be able to help in any Wcr;/ possible. 

Very truly yours, 

~-~ 


