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PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
Vice President Al Gore

FIRST TOPIC: SOCIAL SECURITY

1, Itis widely underswod that health of the current Social Security system, when extended into the 2151 Century,
depends on the size of the nation's payroll, which in tum depends on the rate of economic growth. If you are
president, what level of annual economic growth do you foresee for the next won ycars (2000-2009)?

Other 10 year projections and the current rate of growth are cited here for comparison:
Social gocmrt:mmnmisslm at 2.0% annoal growth,
Congressional Budget Office at 2.3% annual growth,

The current rate of about 3.5% annual growth (first half of 1999).)
What would you do as President to promote the level of aconomic growth you are projecting?

2. Atthe level of economic growth that you project, how many years do you think the corrant Social Securi
program can besuppumdbypaymllmmﬁwiﬁomuisingmwmducingbmﬁs? s

PO

-

3. If you believe changes arc necossary to maintain the Socjal Security System, what changes are you
recommending? In particular:

Do you recommend reducing the Social Security payout in any of the fouomvlftgswm: -

By increasing the age of retirement? .
By ing benefits to retirees? YES__NO__
By reducing the cost of living increases? YES

NO __
By increasing the number of years included in the carnings formula? YES _NO ___
Other (please specify)?

SPRLINE BT

Do you recommend increasing the Social Security receipts 1o keep the program solvent:
By increasing d:e;amytgnumnw'f YES _NO __

By raising the ¢ap on taxable earnings? YES _NO__

If Yes, to what level?
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4. Do you recarumend the use of individual investment accounts

10 generatw Social Security redrement income? YES _NO__

If you answered yes, please tell how you lmtopayfdr'mdlﬁdunl invesmment accounts?
Out of the cmfl{cmlcwl nfmdmdgal payroll contributions? YES ___NO__
Out of an increase in the payroll tax rate? YES _NO__
Out of the Trust Fund surplus? YES__NO___

Other soutces, or a combination (pleass specify):

a4

If you recommend individual retirement accounts, then how would you deal with these problems:
Paying benefits to disabled workers? _

Ensuring that rtirees who cash out their individual investment accounts when the market is in a slump
ve adequate retirement income?

Loss of public confidence in the acoounts when the market values drop?

Insuring an adequate retirement 1o low wage workers?

Insuring an adequate retirement to un-waged, famnily caretakers?
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If you recommend individual investment accounts, what parts of the existing Social Security strncture would you
preserve?

5. Do you recommend any improvements to the existing Sacial Secority structure?

Do you faver:
mhnpmﬂudahmbam&tfw!wmmmﬂmandﬁmﬂywmkmwhomdnotenmenoughwmk
credits w bring their retirement above the poverty level?  YES ___NO ___

Relicving the payroll tax burden on self-em workers? YES _NO __
Relieving the payroll tax burden on low income workers

anddgrfnmiliu? YES _NO__
Other (please specify)?

Are you wmlnq' upport retirees’ cffors w correct the reduction in the Cost of Living :l?mm applicd to
Social Security? (the cumrent formula weights the most costly retiree costs at 18—34 yw- conaumpuon levels).

6. How do you plan to manage the excess Soclal Security tax receipts (the surplus) to ensure paymant of benefits
to baby boom generation retirees while maintaining & healthy economy? Dnm;gu fayor:

the Social Security ?tmll 1ax mte,

s redocing the surp YES_NO___
Continuing to invest the su:plus in governmant bonds? YES __NO___
Paym;down the public dabt? YES _NO___
Establishing indi investment accounts? YES __NO__
Investing in the stock market (with government as the inveswr)? YES __NO_

Inmﬁm programs that national economic growth? YES _NO

apacify -- what kinds of progrars?:
mﬂ in state or mumapal bonds, or other instruments

to bui infrastructure. YES__NO___

Cuttmg taxes on busimm npper income faxpayers,
and capital gains i YES.__NO. ...
Pleasc explain your appmchfnwlude sny other proposals:
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PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE
Vice President Al Gore

FIRST TOPIC: SOCIAL SECURITY

1, Itis widely underswod that health of the current Social Sccurity system, when extended into the 215t Century,
depends on the size of the nation's payroll, which in turn depends on the rate of economic growth. If you are
peesident, what level of annual economic growth do you foresee for the next wn years (2000-2009)?
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Other 10 year projections and the current rate of growth are cited here for comparison:
Sacial Secunity Commission at 2.0% annoal growth,
Congressional Budget Office at 2,3% annual growth,
The current rate of about 3.5% annual growth (first half of 1999).)

What would you do as President to promote the level of economic growth you are projecting?
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2. Atthe level of economic growth that you project, how many years do you think the carrent Social Securi
pmmmcanhesuppmtdbypamumme;r;?swimoutmﬂnguwumlngbmﬁm =

Ve—

-

3. Tf you believe changes arc nccessary to maintain the Socjal Security system, what changes are you
recormmending? In particular:

Do you recommend reducing the Social Security payout in any of the following ways:
By increasing the age of retirement? #ES_NO_
By decreasing benefits to retirees? YES__NO__
By reducing the cost of living increases? _ YES _NO__
By increasing the number of years included in the carnings formula? YES __NO ___
Other (please specify)?

Do you recomumend increasing the Soctal Security receipts to keep the program solvent:

By increasing the payrol! 1ax rare? YES __NO__
By raising the upp:n taxable eamnings? YES __NO___

If Yes, to what level?
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4. Do you recarumend the use of individual investment accounts

10 generaw Social Security redrement income? YES _NO__

If you answered please tell how lan to pay for individual invesemeant accounts?

yo Outof mey?ﬁmu leve] of md,i'\:“dga.l pmgl.ivconuibuﬁons? YES . NO.__
Out of an increase in the p tax rate? YES _NO__
Out of the Trust Fond surplus? YES__NO

Other sources, or a combmation (please specify):

g —

If you recommend individual retirement accounts, then how would you deal with these problems:
Paying benefits to disabled workers? ,

Ensuring that ratirees who cash out their individnal investment accounts when the market is in a slump
ve adequate retirement income?

Loss of public confidence in the acoounts when the market values drop?

—— ———— e ———

Insuring an adequate refirement (0 low wage workers?

Insuring an adequate retirement to un-waged, family caretakers?
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¥ youn recommend individual investment accounts, what parts of the existing Social Security structure would you i
preserve? L

5. Do you recommend any improvements to the existing Social Secority structure?

Do yon faver: ot
m!mpm\finl the hase benefit for low income workers and family caretakers who did not eam enough work 3}
mtdiumhingdnirmdmmcmuhmthesovmy level? YES _NO___ :

s o o red i ki ol :

yroll tax on low income w o

and their famiHiea? :

YES __NO___ .I"!
Other (please specify)? a8
!
't
Are you willing to support retirees’ efforts w comrect the reduction in the Cost of Living Adjustment applied to h
Social Security? (the cunreat formula weights the most costly retiree costs u'}%-su ’m;r Eld consumption levels). S
SN S 5
6. How do you plan to manage the excess Social Security tax receipts (the surplus) to ensure paymant of benefits '§i°
) hbymbwn_mmm s ﬁlirm smzlt;ilc mh\n.iniu ng & healthy economy? Do you fayor: w;i
oc ayroll tax rate, i
thus redocing ﬁemp?us? YES__NO___ i
ta invest the surplus in government bonds? YES _NO__ i
Paying down the public dabt? YES_NO___ el
Es individual investment accounts? YES __ NO__ A
Investing in the stock market (with government as the inveswr)? YES__NO _ -
In\utmf in programs that rnmom national economic growth? YES__NO___ - {8
lease apecify -- what kinds of prograras?: Ii
'.f..;!

-
S ek

) 4 oy m—

o

Lending money in state or municipal bonds, or other instruments

to build the national infrastructure YES_NO___ -}
Cutting taxes on businesses, npper income taxpayers, 3
and capital gains, YES __NO. . i
Please oxplain your approacivinclude sny other proposals: . } :
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