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PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 
Vice President Al Gore 

FIRST TOPIC: SOCIAL SECURITY 
' 

1, [tis widely undmmod tbac health of the cuacnt Social Sccuriiy !}'stem. wben exrcnded inro the 21Sl Century, 
depoDds on the size of the nation• s p.~ll. whicb iD tum depen.ds on tile I'll! of econoanic growth. If you ue 
pct.lidenr. what level o! annual economic growth do you foresee for lhe next ton years (2000.2009)? 

0th« 10 year .e,ojecliom arid die cumnt ,mi o! &rowtb are cited hem for compariso11: 
Social Secw1ty Coramwlon at 2.0~ annoal rrowm. 
Con,rcssional Budget Offlct at 2.39h annual growth. 
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1m current rate of about 3.SCJ& annual groweh (firat hall of 1999),) · 

Whal woold you do as ~t IO~ the level of economic growth you aJC projectmJ? 
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1. At the le val ot economk: growth lh11t you l"'°jcct. ho,., many yem do you dunk the cammt Social Security 
prooam can be su~poned by payt0ll rax rcu1pu without raisbig taxes or reducing benefits? 

3. If ycu believe ~ps tn: necossary DO maintain tho Socjal Security !y$1em, what clwlgcs uc you 
recommeodina? In particular. 

Do you recommend ffiiucifti the Social Security payout in any of rhc followtni ways: 
Byi.ncreasinslbeagcof~t1 . YES_l'{O_ 

[ 

By ~S benefiCS co nmree57 YES _ NO_ 
By t!lducing die oost af Uvin, inaeues? YBS _NO_ 
By iaal!ums the number of YW$ indaded in the earnings formula? YES_ NO_ 
Oihef' (please .tpecify)? 

• 

Do you n:wnunt11d ~asing the Social Security receipts to keep the pto~ solvent: 
By iftcteasiJI& the paymll wt rate? YES_ NO _ 
Dy raising cho cap on ~able earnings? YES _NO_ 

Odicr'? 
ff Yes. to whatlevol? _ _____ _ 

-- Paa,, one of t1ve paae.< -
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4. Do you recommend die use of individual lnvcsttnent accoull,lS 
10 Fnertle Social Security rememenr income? YES_NO_ 

If you w""9!Cd yes, please~ how you plan 10 pay for individual inves~nt accounts? 
Out of cbc comm ltvel of individual payroll contributinn.4,? YF.S _ NO_ 
OuJ of an increase m the payroll tax ntc? YP.S _NO_ 
Out of the Tzwt fund. surplus? YES_ NO_ 
Olber so=es, or a oombin.rion (please specify): 
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If you RlCOuunt.11d indivtdual ittirwent accounts, then how would you deal with cbese problems: 
Payine benefiU to disabled wottus? 
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Ensuring U18.C Jltu.ees who ca.sh out their indiYidoal fnvcsoncnt accounts when the market is in a slump 
have adequate redmmc.nt income? 
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u,ss of public confidence in die acwunr& when the llU(bt vlllucs drop? 

[ .. 
Insuring an adcqoaie redrement to low wago workers? 
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lnsurinc ID ~uate ff'tirtm.ent to uu.waged, family caretakers? 
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'If yon ~d u,dividual investment accounu, wtw pans of the existinl SociaJ Security struc11.1n: woo Id you 
JftSCM? 

{ 
-
.. ] 

5. Do you fflCOIIUDCnd any inlprovemcnts to the existing Social Security aaucturc? 

Do yoo f&vor. 
lmproviq ~ bue benefit for low income ,.,ozbr, and family C&r"cflkcrs who did not eam enouch work 

crcdita ID brlnf cheit- retirement above the po ... eny level? YBS _NO_ 
Relievin1 the payroll In burden on sclf--cmployea 9Jorbn? VF.s NO _ 
ReUmng tho payroll tu burden on low income woncen · -

and their famitiea? YBS _NO_ 
Od1et' (please specify)? 

~ yon Willi.Dr to Support~, c.1!ons 10 comet lhe reduction in the Cost of Li\'Ull Adiustment 41!plied ID 
Social Security? (tbe cwmnt fonnula weights the most co,tly remeo costS a& 18-34 year old consumpuon levels). 

YES_NO_ 

6. How do you plan ro manqe me eucss Social S~uritY tax ~ccipts (lhe uplus) to ens~ pa.yment of benefits 
to lltby boom gcneruioa mtirccs whi~ nwn~ng a healthy economy? On you f~vor. 

Reducing die Social Security payroll WC~ 
thus redoclng 1be surplus? YES_ NO_ 

C.Oad,ouing Min~ the s~tua in government bonds? YES_ NO_ 
PayinJ down cbe ~blio debt? YBS _NO_ 
Establishh\a indiYidUal investment aocounts? YES _ NO _ 
?n'YCSdng in die acoclc market (wit!\ eovcn,.m.ent as the inves,or)? YES_ NO_ 
Investing in ~ lhat ps1)lllO(C nadonal econoinio growth? YES NO 

Plea& 1pecify ... t1hat kinds of programs?: - -

Le1ldin& money in &tale or municipal bonds, or other iJlstrumcnts 
ro build die nalional infruttuctme. YES _ NO 

Cutting taxc, Oil bu~4;, nppet income taxpayers, -
and capital gain.I. YES _ NO_ 

Ple1$e o,r.plain your approachfmclude any orher proposau: 

- Page lhree of 15-ve paps --
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PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Vice President Al Oore 

FIRST TOPIC: SOCIAL SECURITY . 
1, It is widely onderalOOd that be&lth of die cum:nt Social Sccuriiy system. wMn exrended inro die 21st Century, 
dqlGUds on me size of the nacion' s P'YfOll, which iD tum depen.ds on the 1'112 of economic p,,wth. If you ve 
pauident. what level of annual economic growth do you foreste for the next ten years (2000.2009)? 

Other 10 year pro~M and the euirent rare of ,rowth are cited hem for comparison: 
Social Secmity Commis.uon at 2.0~ annoal rn,Mh. 
Coqrcssional Budpc Office at 2.3~ annual growth. 
The current rare of about 3.5% annual growth (firat half of 1999),l 

What woold you do u ~t 10 promOl'tl the level of economic growth you arc projectins'l 

2. At the level of ec.onomic growth th11t you {ttC>jcct. how m.a.ny yem do you chink the camnt Social Security 
proeram can be su~po,u:d by payroll tax rcce1pu without raising taxes or reduelng benefits? 

3. If yau believe chanps tn: ncccssary ro maintain tho Socjal Smmty sy~m, what clw\gc.s 11e you 
recommendin,? In panicular: 

Do you recommend reduc:ini the Social Security payout In any of the followtnr ways: 
By incrwins 11,e • or retirement? . YES_ ~o _ 

[ 

By ~I benefic, llD ~drces7 YES __ NO_ 
By reducing die oost of llyjng inaeues? YES_ NO_ 
B)'. maeuias d9C number of yea,s incJodod in the eanungs fonuula? YES_ NO_ 
Oiher (plcasc ~ify)7 

Do you ™~d ~ tho Social Security rccelpts to keep che pwpam solvent 
By increa.sinr d,e paymll wt rate? YES_ NO_ 
By raisins cho cap on axablc eammgs? YES _NO_ 

If Yes. to what lcvol? 
Olhcr? 

-- P,1:19 one of t1vc pa.ec.~ -
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YES_NO_ 

If yoo answered yea, plcaac tpll how yCN plan co pay for individual investment accounu? 
Out of cbc comm lcvol of individual payroll conttibutiMS? YRS_ NO_ 
Oui of an incraae ln the payroll tax rttt? YES_ NO_ 
Out of the Tom Fund surplus? YES_ NO_ 
Olber SO\JtCCi, or a combination (please specify): 
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If you lf.COIDJJICnd indivt.dual ~tin,mmt accounts, then how would you deal with me.se problems: 1 
Payine bcnefiU to disab1cd wotbts? . _:}j 
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Ensming mac ,atilees who cash out their indi-vuhw lnvesancnt accounts when the market is in a slump 
have ldequa~ rom:emcnt mcome? 

-

-
Loss of public cionfidenre in the acoounta when tho mwt VUl)CS drop? 

In.swing an adcqaa1e remment t0 low wap workers? 

Insun111 UJ II.WIU&te ~tirtmcni to w,-v,agcd, family caretakers? 
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'If you m:ommcnd individual investment accounrs, what pans of the emtin, Social Security strucmre would you 
)fflCIW? 

{ 
-

-
] 

5. Do you fflCOlnmel\d any illlprovements to the existing Social S~ority aaucturc? 

Do you favor: 
lmproviq me hue bentftt for low income wozbr& and family e&retakcrs who did not eam enouch work 

cri:diu u, brlnJ their retirement above the poveny level? YeS _NO_ 
Relievin1 the payroll Wt burden on aelf--cmployea worbr:t? VF-S _NO_ 
~ the payroll Wt burden on low income woriccn · 

and dm' fuui&I? YES_ NO_ 
Odler (please .specify)? 

~ yoo willinc co support~, ctf'ons c.o eomct the reduction in the Cost of Livin& Adjustment 4eplied co 
Soc:ia1 Security? (lbe curmit fonnula wcigtu, the most co,tly .reun,e coses at 18-34 year old consumpuoa levels). 

YES_NO_ 

6. How do you plan ro manqe me excess Social Se<:uritY tax receipts (lhe uplus) to ens~ pa.ymtmt of benefits 
to lllby boom gcneruiocl remccs whi~ nwncaining a healthy economy? Do you favor. 

Reduciu 1he Social Security payroll we nte, 
thus iedoclng the sarplas? YES_ NO_ 

C.Ond,ouing tD invest the surptoa in government boads7 YES _NO_ 
PayiaJ down tbe publi~ debt? YBS _NO_ 
F.stab&hina individual in't'&trunt aocounts? YES _ NO_ 
ln\'Cltina in the acock market (wit!\ CO'YCl'l)Jllenl as me investar)? YES _ NO _ 
Investing in ~ that promote national cconomio growth? YES_ NO_ 

Pleue 1peci.fy •· tihttkinds ofprognros?: 

Lendin1 money in Stl!C or mwucipal bonds, or other instnamcnts 
to build die national infrastrucime. YES _ NO 

Cutting taxca 0ft businesse..~, npper income taxpayers, -
and capital gain.I. VHS _ NO_ 

Plciue oxplain your appn)IChfltlClude any omer proposah: 
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