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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION DECLASSIFIED
PER E.Q. 13526

2011 - 0357 -F (3-13)
KBH “1/11] 2023

PARTICIPANTS: President Clinton
Prime Minister Major

LOCATION: Residence

NOTETAKERS: Daniel Flessas, Kathi Guekel, Deuce Martinez and Katherine
O’Loughlin

DATE/TIME: 9 February 1996, 1813-1823 EST

President Clinton: John?
Prime Minister Major: Hi Bill.
President Clinton: I'm really sorry man.

Prime Minister Major: It's bad news, really bad news. Not just the event; it's difficult to
see where you put the train on the tracks.

President Clinton: Well, it's hard to explain. | had no inclination of it.
Prime Minister Major: Nor we.

President Clinton: Adams was here and Dick Spring was here yesterday. | talked to
them and | didn’t see it coming. | feel badly. He was grousing around and | told him that
he could say what he wanted to say about what John Major said, but the fact remains he
found a way to at least offer you an alternative...possible permutations of the election
proposal.

Prime Minister Major: What was frustrating, as far as elections, is that we faced a
dilemma and | could see a way through it. It was absolutely clear that Trimble and
Paisley would not join talks without decommissioning. Adams wouldn't or couldn't.

We had to find a way around it and the only way | could conceive was the election route.
What | said to Hume, which he grotesquely misrepresented, was that what we need is an
election to a body with no legislative powers, no administrative authority, and time-limited
so it could not be the old ..... Just a passport to commit the Unionists to sit down with
Adams. | had a whole series of meetings with Hume, Trimble and Paisley and also with
Michael Ancram and we were close to getting a formula that all the parties could have
accepted. We could have had the elections in six weeks and had them sitting down
talking in eight weeks. Now this makes it unlikely, almost impossible | think.

President Clinton: Where do we go from here?

Prime Minister Major: At this moment I'm unsure. I'm very grateful for your statement
and the speed in which it was made. | intend to dampen things down. | spoke to Bruton
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and | will speak with him tomorrow and Sunday. | think we just have to see what the
ramifications are. It's a curious situation we just can’t fathom. The codeword was a
bona fide IRA codeword indicating the bombing was a Provisional Army Council effort.
We no longer think that it's a splinter group. It was a mainstream Provisional Army
Council effort. Yet the journalists who know Sinn Fein well said many of the people in
Sinn Fein were caught flatfooted. Adams and McGuiness are PIRA council members
and it's very surprising that Sinn Fein would be caught flatfooted. | suspect we will know
soon enough. Maybe for some reason Adams and McGuiness didn’t know - that is
unlikely. Maybe they didn't tell anybody - that's more likely. Maybe they knew about it,
but not the timing. Maybe there is some other explanation. In any event, | think we are
going to see how to keep the show on the road. First, we must make sure that the British
and Irish governments lock arms and | think Bruton and | will be able to do that. Then we
can assess things. Trimble is on his way to you | think.

President Clinton: Yes he is, but he may think it will be a wasted trip now. | hope he still
comes.

Prime Minister Major: | hope he still comes to you. Paisley has softened his position a
great deal. We're surprised to the extent he has been accommodating, very surprised. |
hope Trimble still goes to see you and you have a good talk with him and | can get a
good readout from you or Tony.

President Clinton: We'll do that. Tony is talking to Holmes. | just wanted to say | was
sorry. If there is anything | can do. We need to send a message to the Irish that we are
pissed.

Prime Minister Major: And directly to Adams. Did you see Adam's statement?

President Clinton: Yes, it was a chicken-shit statement. That’s not a very diplomatic
statement!

Prime Minister Major: That’s a good way to describe it.

President Clinton: He was here and seemed ill at ease. It's not like | had a premonition
about this, but | had the feeling it was like he didn’t know what to do. He didn't agree
with elections, but | told him you clearly wanted a peace agreement.

Prime Minister Major: The argument that infuriates me is that I've taken these actions to
get Unionist votes in the House of Commons. The reality is that if | wanted Unionist
votes, | wouldn't have started this enterprise. You also saw that Molyneaux of the
Unionists led a vote of confidence. You saw that the Unionists voted against it and the
government almost fell. It's pretty bizarre. It is becoming a piece of legend, but it is
untrue. If they had been at any meetings with the Unionists, they would know that.

President Clinton: Well it seems to me that it's not rational for them to assume you don’t
want to do this or you wouldn't have. Yes, well.

Prime Minister Major: I'm grateful for what you have done and let's keep in touch.

President Clinton: If you can think of anything else, let me know. [I'll rack my brain.
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Prime Minister. OK, God bless. If we think of anything, we'll be in touch.

President Clinton: Thank you John.
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MEMORANDUM OF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS:  President Clinton DECLASSIFIED
Prime Minister Bruton PER E.C. 13526
200-0355 - F (3.24)
LOCATION: Residence KgH 4/n ] 203x3
NOTETAKERS: Daniel Flessas, Kathi Guekel, Deuce Martinez and Katherine
O’Loughlin
DATE/TIME: 9 February 1996, 1849-1853 EST

President Clinton: Hello.
Prime Minister Bruton: Hello Bill.
President Clinton: | just wanted to call and tell you how sorry | am about what happened.

Prime Minister Bruton: It is dreadful really. It was completely sudden and unexpected.
Thank you for your statement. It touched a lot of people. It appears a lot of Sinn Fein's
leadership was taken by surprise.

President Clinton: Adams was just here a few days ago you know.

Prime Minister Bruton: | know. Since then | met with him and it seemed to be a normal
meeting. He seems completely taken aback by what has happened, but it may be an
act. His statement hasn’t condemned or disassociated themselves from it, he just said
regret which is what they used in statements during the height of violence.

President Clinton: Blaming the British under these circumstances is pretty gutless.

Prime Minister Bruton: No proportionality. In any event, the idea that we have been
putting forth on proximity talks was beginning to gain some ground, beginning to bring
the British opinion around. We will land it soon enough. This of course puts this on the
back burner. We obviously have a huge number of decisions to take from the security
perspective and what attitude to take with Sinn Fein. We don’t want to rush into it, but
we can't reverse the course. We have to keep hope alive.

President Clinton: Yes, | agree with that. We don’t want to overreact. It is sad and
troubling.

Prime Minister Bruton: Yes | know.
President Clinton: | just wanted to call and check in with you and tell you if you have any

ideas about what we ought to do, just give us a call and let us know what to do and we'll
do it.
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Prime Minister Bruton: Yes, I'd like to take the opportunity to call in a week or so if you
have the time when things are a little clearer.

President Clinton: Oh, sure. | know you've got to think through this. | just didn’t want
this day to go by without talking to you.

Prime Minister Bruton: | appreciate it. Thank you very much indeed.
President Clinton: Thank you, friend.
Prime Minister Bruton: Good-bye.

President Clinton: Good-bye, thanks.
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A abrﬁptllends ceasefire with attack a

Bruton gives
firm pledge
to try to save
peace process

By Gerzldine Kennedy,
Political Correspondent

THE GOVERNMENT was of the
belicf carly today that the abrupt
cnding of the 17-month-old
rcpublican ceasefire was the
recsult of a “"conscious decision™
by the IRA.

But the Taoiscach, Mr Bruton,
said that it was impossible to dis-
cern whether it represented ™a
permancnt return 1o violence or a
shori-term measure™.

The Cabinct’s sub-commitiee
on Northern Ireland will meet in
emerpency scssion at 10a.m.
1oday to continuc its assessment
of the consequences of the unex-
pected IRA announcement und
the London bombing last night. It
i1s undcrstood that no clear strai-
cgy has becen put in place yet to
attempt to salvage the peace
process.

Mr Brutan spoke personally to
Mr John Major and Prcsijmt
Clinton late last night. Officials
in the Taoiscach’s Office spoke to
the Sinn Féin presideni, Mr
Gerry Adams.

After the IRA announcement,
but before the London explosion,
the White House was informed by
Mr Adams that he was hearin
“very  disturbing  news”  an
would call back later. Mr Adams
did not say that a bomb was duc
to go ofl. .

The Minister for Justice, Ms
Owen, last night cancelied a plan
for the reicase today of a further
ninc_republican prisoners from
Portlaoisc. .

Following an emergency Cabi-
net meeting latc last night, which
was attended by the Garda Com-
issioner, Mr Patrick Culligan,
&oiscach gave 3 COTMIl-
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Reports, pictures,
reaction;
political analysis by
Dick Grogan,
Denis Coghlan & Mary
Holland: pages 6-9

ment to work in every possidble
way to get the peace process back
on track. He insisted that the sct-
back would be ovcrcomce “if we
are determined cnough and apply
sufficicnt dcdication and imagi-
nation to it”.

Members of the Cabinet were
“stunned, upsct and surprised™
by the IRA statement, sent 1o
RTE, that the complete cessation
of military operations had ended
at 6 p.m. They were even morc

ed by the London bombing
an hour later.

The Taoiseach called on *all
who may have any influence on
those responsible gpr this appall-
ipi act” to usc that influcnce pub-
hicly, as wecll as pnvaicly, to

.ensure that no further acts of vio-

lence took place.
No indication of the perilous
stare of the ceascfire was given 1o
the Governmenl al its meccting
with Mr Adams and a Sinn Féin
dclcgation last Wednesday.
President Clinton. in a stare-
ment, said that “no one nor no
one nisation’ had the right 1o
deny the people of Northern Ire-
land the ability to enjoy their
daily living without the threat of
the zomb‘snd the bullet. .
Mr Major challenged the Sinn
Féin leadership and the IRA “to

condemn immediately and un-
equivocally thosc who planted
this bomb and any suggcstion
that the ceasefire is now over'.

Mr Adams callcd on all sides to
“hold their ncrve™ and remain
calm, “Efforts to build a pcacc
settlement must be redoubled™.
he said in Belfast last night,

Loyalist paramilitaries were
UIER! not to retaliate by Mr
Gusty Spence, who announced
their ccasefire in October, 1994,
The Combined Loyalist Military
Command is 1o meet over the
weekend to consider the IRA’s
renewal of violence,

The Fianna Fiil |cader., Mr
Bertie Ahern, said that the break-
down of the ceasefire was an “"ab-
sojute 1ragedy”. He has called a
mccting of his front bench for
11 a.m. 1oday.

The Government first learned
of the IRA announcement when
informed by RTE shortly after
6 p.m. Autempts began immedi-
ately to obtain confirmation of
the statement. “We received indi-
cations rhat the Situation could be
serious™, onc official said, “but

nothing absolutcly definitive
untit the bomb went off.” .
Mr Bruton spoke to the

Tdnaiste shorily afterwards. Mr
Spring was on board the Govern-
ment jct on his way back from the
US at the time.

Senior Garda sourccs are
understood 1o have been given no
indications that the ceascfire was
about 1o be cnded by the IRA, but
British sccurity Services had

.Jeeently been reporting a build-up
‘\ﬁ'leA activity in Britain and
orthern Ireland.
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