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0260
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

January 18, 1996 QXD//
\
MEMORANDUM FOR ANDREW D. SENS J(QUX b

THROUGH ; ALEXANDER VERSHBOW fi/
of
FROM: MARY ANN PETERS\)‘V /\0
SUBJECT: Additional Information on Deportation of Irish
Nationals

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to Maggie Williams revising
guidance we gave to her in December on Irish deportation cases
and forwarding a draft interim reply to Representative Nadler.
Concurrence by: Alan Kreczkof¥

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memo to Maggie Williams at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memo to Maggie Williams
Tab A Draft Interim Reply to Representative Nadler

Tab B Memorandum of December 7



0260
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

MEMORANDUM FOR MAGGIE WILLIAMS

FROM: ANDREW D. SENS
SUBJECT: Additional Information on Deportation of Irish
Nationals

Cn December 7 I sent you a memo in respcnse to your request fer
guidance on Administration policy on deportation of Irish
nationals who have been involved in terrcorist activities (Tab B).
Debby Both subsequently sent to NSC staff for comments a draft
letter to Congressman Nadler from the First Lady which was based
on that memo. For your information, the President has also
received letters from members of Congress on this issue. We have
not yet provided replies because the NSC legal staff is still
looking into the issue.

I understand the urgency of replying to Congressman Nadler, but I
think a brief interim reply would be most appropriate at this
point. A suggested draft 1s at Tab A. Please also note that the
December memo to the President suggested a Congressional privarte
relief bill as the best option for the families of the deportees
to pursue. We have now learned that the relevant Subcommittees
have tightened their procedures and ruled out private bills for
people whose cases are still before the courts, as is the case
with these Irish nationals.

Attachments
Tab A Draft Interim Reply to Congressman Nadler
Tab B Memorandum of December 7



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Representative Nadler:

Thank you for getting in touch with me regarding the pending
deportation cases of Kevin Crossan and other Irish naticnals who
have been involved with the IRA. This issue has been brought to
the attention of the White House in recent months by family
members of the potential deportees, members of Congress, and
members of the Irish-American community.

While I understand that the law gives the Administration little
flexibility in cases of individuals convicted of a terrorist or
other serious crime, we are continuing to look into these cases.
The Attorney General has assured us they are being handled
fairly.

Sincerely,

Margaret A. Williams
Chief of Staff
to the First Lady

The Honorable Jerrold Nadler
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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January 4, 1995 | M“{% ((vy

Congressman Jerrold Nadler
Congress of the United States
U. S. House of Reprsentatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Nadler:

In response to your conversation and November 3rd letter to
the First Lady regarding eleven Irish nationals facing
deportation, we conferred with staff at the National Security
Council. They informed us that the issue has been brought to its
attention several times in recent months by other members of
Congress, attorneys and the families of the deportees.

. After a detailed reviewpit has been determined that these
individuals have been treated fairly under the law. Immigration
law severely limits granting deportation relief to aliens
convicted of serious crimes, even if they have American spouses.
Further, if the Administration were to intervene on behalf of the
Irish deportees but not on behalf of others in similar
circumstances, e.g., eight Palestinians currently being deported
on terroism grounds, we would be vulnerable to charges of
arbitrariness or discrimination.

It has been suggested that the best course of action is for
the families to seek Congressional passage of a private relief
bill. f you have any further questions, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely,

Margaret A. Williams
Chief of Staff
to the First Lady -



8670
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

December 7, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR MAGGIE WILLIAMS

SE J

FROM: ANDREW D. SENS

SUBJECT: Deportation of Irish Nationals

The issue raised in Congressman Nadler’s letter of November 3 to
the First Lady has been brought to the NSC’s attention a number

of times in recent months, by members of Congress, attorneys and
the family members of the deportees. The law generally gives the
Administration little flexibility on these cases, because most of
the individuals in questicn have been convicted of a terrorist or

other serious crime. If the Administration were to intervene on
behalf of the Irish deportees but not on behalf of others in
similar circumstances (Palestinians, for instance), 1t could be
open to charges of arbitrariness or discrimination. In our view

the best course for these families is to seek Congressional
passage of a private relief bill.

For your background, I am attaching a copy of a recent
information memorandum to the President on this issue.

Attachments
Tab A Memorandum to the President dated November 28, 1995
Tab B Incoming correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 28, 1995
INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: : ANTHONY L
JACK QUI

SUBJECT: Irish Naticnals in Deportation Proceedings

The cases of eleven Irish nationals currently facing deportation
have generated widespread interest in the Irish-American
community. Although all the cases are different, most of the
deportees have been convicted of IRA-related terrorist offenses.
Most of them have American wives, which would normally entitle
them to stay, but for their criminal conviction. The families of
the deportees and their supporters in the Irish-American
community and on the Hill argue that these men are being singled
out by the INS at the behest of the British Government. They are
requesting that the Administration do whatever is necessary to
end the deportation proceedings. The AG has reviewed the cases
and believes the individuals are being treated fairly under the
law.

Immigration law severely limits granting deportation relief to
aliens convicted of serious crimes, even if they have American
spouses. Some of the 11 individuals are statutorily ineligible
for relief. Others are unlikely to qualify because of the high
standard for relief: Because conditions in Ireland are not
unsafe, based on the standards currently used by INS, the
deportees do not qualify for either political asylum or
suspension of deportation on humanitarian grounds. Changing the
standards as a general matter would make it difficult to deport
nationals of other countries that are far less livable than
Ireland.

Executive action for this group would be difficult to justify
without appearing arbitrary or discriminatory. For instance,
there are 8 Palestinians currently being deported on terrorism
grounds, and their cases are difficult to distinguish from those
of the Irish. Leniency could also be criticized as inconsistent
with our strong commitment to the deportation of alien criminals

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



and terrorists. We believe the better course is - for the families
to seek Congressional passage of a private relief bill; we have
encouraged them to explore this possibility without indicating
that the Administration would actively support such a bill.

You should be aware that the wives of the deportees have
indicated they may picket or otherwise protest while you are in
Northern Ireland or Ireland. Nancy Soderberg met with several of
the wives to try to discourage them from doing so, but we do not
know what their plans are.
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Clinton Date: 11/3/95

Re:  Kevin Crossan
A 72 0 18888

: mshafom-upwwmvmononum/”wgudmgmymmu,w
Kevin Crossan. and hig wife, Ma. Joyoe Crossan. Mr. Crossan’s application for permanent
resident status was depied by the Immigration and Naturalization Service in June 1995

Mr. Crossan's tela) t00k place in a diplock court which Is reserved for politioal cases
tional has stated denies defendants fundamental due process.
Mr. Crossan was accysed of killing a woman who was caught in crossfire during a shootout
between Britiah troops and the IRA, M:Cromnwutﬂnndﬁompnmm!anmylm
aﬁnrmnguymmdeametothevmmdSWmMamh1991unduﬂuvmwuv|r

were martiod in Devomber 1991 and Mr. Crossan applied for
permanent qtus severa! months later. The decision on his application was not
rendered until nearly {hree years after his interview at INS. He faces departation although an

derstanding that there are several others who curreatly face deportation as
a result of their involyement in the conflict in Ireland. Mr. Crossan’s attorney has met with
Mr. David Martin, General Coungel of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. I met
with Mr. Crossan and his wife on 10/28/93.

thdrAmeﬁcanwwasnMeMMrm Mmmnmqiormuemthelnshmq
and are the subjeot of| 2 great deal of publicity. It would be a great thing in the Irish
community if the Pregident helped resolve these cases favorably, prior to his trip to Ireland.

If addidonal on is needed, please feel free to contact me. Again, many
thanks far your help in this.

PRNTED O MICYRALD PPN
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and exile because their husbands and fathers were political
prisoners in Ireland.

Help stop the deportations and keep them in Ameriea.

Demonstrate

day, December 2nd
pm-3pm 26 Federal Plaza

wey and Worth Strect, Now York Clry
or R to City Hall; 2 or 3 to Park Place

A, Cor E to Chambers Street: 4, $ or 6 10 Brooklyn Bridge

. Anspicen: mmrmm“ww
Contect; (2]2)7¢7.010¢ m

Satu
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"BC-IRISH (SCHEDULED) b dapes"
"Britain frees 84 prisoners in N.Ireland gesture v

By Martin Cowley T S

BELFAST, Nov 17 (Reuter) - Britain freed over 80 Catholic
and Protestant prisoners on Friday under new rules to reward
15-month guerrilla ceasefires and keep alive hopes that a
fragile peace will turn into an elusive political settlement.

The gates of the top-security Maze prison outside Belfast
were opened on the stroke of 8.30 a.m. (GMT) to allow inmates
jailed for security offences to go home under new rules relaxing
the qualification for remisssion.

A total of 84 prisoners will get early release, equally
divided between Catholic Republicans, who fought to end British
rule, and Protestant Loyalists, who battled to maintain it.

The first few prisoners to leave the Maze and two other
top-security jails in Northern Ireland said nothing as they were
reunited with their families and headed home.

Sinn Fein, political wing of IRA guerrillas, dismissed the
move as cosmetic and repeated its call for full release of all
of what it calls political prisoners.

Close to 1,000 men and women are held in British jails for
security offences ranging from arms possession to murder in
connection with the 25-year Northern Ireland conflict.

Easier remission terms will eventually trim the prison
population to about half that, prison sources said, leaving
mainly long-term prisoners and those serving life sentences.

Britain refuses to amnesty the prison population or to
recognise the offences for which they were jailed as political
but eased remission terms in a gesture to reward ceasefires to a
war which killed 3,200.

The Irish government, which partners Britain in efforts to
reconcile Northern Ireland's Protestants and Irish Catholic
nationalists, has freed 36 IRA prisoners in recent months, years
ahead of schedule.

The Irish Republican Army and Protestant gunmen have
observed truces for 15 months but the peace process they helped
launch is deadlocked.

Britain insists that the gunmen start handing over their
weapons to gain admission for their political spokesmen to new
all-party talks on a lasting settlement.

But Sinn Fein has ruled out any IRA disarmement as a
surrender and says the issue can only be discussed at the all-
party talks as part of the settlement.

British Prime Minister John Major accused Sinn Fein this
week of being the main stumbling block to peace and urged it to —
soften its opposition to disarmament and get the IRA to end its /
so-called punishment beatings in Catholic communities. . o

Thse have continued unchecked throughout the ceasefire and ) }7-
are again on the front pages of the island's newspapers after tw(\'
the abduction of a 19-year-old by an IRA gang on Thursday. ﬁ“

John Hegarty was taken from his home in Strabane by five
armed and masked men who said they were from the IRA. He has not
been seen since and police have mounted a major search.

There are fears among churchmen and politial leaders that
the peace process would suffer a serious setback if he became
the first person to be killed in a punishment beating since the
historic ceasefires.

e



The IRA sees itself as an anti-colonial organisation and has
sét itself up as a community policeman in Catholic communities
against crime, especially a thriving drugs trade.

, Hegarty was questioned by the mainly Protestant Royal Ulster
Constabulary police recently about an armed robbery on a
Catholic parish hall.



N.(L )

Hall, Wilma G.

From: Kreczko, Alan J.

To: @UP - APNSA Special Assistants; @EXECSEC Executive Secretary
Cc: /R, Record at A1; Baker, James E.; Peters, Mary A.

Subject: Irish. [UNCLASSIFIED]

Date: Monday, December 04, 1995 5:17PM

One of the 11 "Irish deportee” cases presented by the Irish American Union has been resolved favorably to
the individual. INS has decided not to appeal the awarding of asylum to Paul Campbell. INS/GC who
personally reviewed the case and made the non-appeal decision, stressed to me that the decision was made
in accordance with standard INS practices and policies. '
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Patricia McDonnell-Megahey

3021 Corlear Avenue .
Bronx, N.Y. 10463 K(M VJ@
it

718-884-6921

November 27,1995

Ms.Nancy Soderburg
National Security Council
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Soderburg:

I'd like to thank you for taking the time to meet with me, Mary Ellen Barr, Noreen Walsh
and Mary Pike on November 14,1995. I'm glad we got an opportunity to meet to discuss
my husbands case and the cases of the other men facing deportation back to Ireland.

The deportation preceedings against our husbands are devastating to us, both financially
and emotionally. We would like to put all of this behind us and get on with our lives. But
sometimes it's all we can think about. It becomes very consuming. All we want is to live in
peace, raise our children and live and work in our communities.

I voted for President Clinton in the last election and hope to vote for him again in the 1996
election. I think he is a good man and I agree with most of his policies. I do feel he is the
only President who has done anything to help with the situation in Ireland . We really need
him to do something to help us too. The Irish community is looking to him for solutions to
these deportation problems.

Thank you again for meeting with us. I hope you enjoy your trip to Ireland and that it
doesn't rain the whole time you are there.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia McDonnell-Megahey



MS. PATRICIA MCDONNELIS
_ 3021 CORLEAR AVE.
BRONX, NY 10463-5138

Ms. Nancy Soderburg
National Security Council
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
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529 14th Street N.W., Suite 837
Washington, D.C. 20045
1-800-947-4282

Phone: 202-662-8830
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James A, Delaney, Founder
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Bruce A. Morrison, Esq.
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QYN Fax: 202-662-8831
Si/i R" X
D \L/
Ms. Nancy Soderburg /<(b VJ\“<
National Security Council
The White House W

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

November 27, 1995

Dear Ms. Soderburg:

Thank you for spending time with Patricia Megahey and Mary Ellen
Barr, the two wives of the Irish deportees, Mary Pike and myself on
November 14. | felt the meeting went well in regards to letting the
women air their concerns and fears and hearing that the White House
is looking into the situation to hopefully gain a fair resolution for all
sides.

These women are basically fighting to keep their families together,
here in America, and are almost at their wit’s end with the rulings
from the Justice Department - we cannot ignore their situation. The
families have raised their plight across the United States over this past
year through articles in newspapers and through radio talk shows and
television stations.

The private bill which Alan mentioned is a last resort which can only
be considered once all other avenues have been exhausted. The IAUC
is working with a few law offices to come up with a solution which
either the White House or the Justice Department can follow to
resolve these eleven cases. '

The Barrs are filing this week for a normal spousal petition with INS
and are now sitting tight as Mary Elien told me she felt that the
Administration was positive in their response last week when we met.
We are hopeful that after these past twelve long years, this is the final
phase for the Barr family.

Each of these families is fighting their cases separately but joined
together as a group to gather support. | have enclosed.a copy .of an
editorial from the St. Louis Post and a recent letter from one of the
wives. Please understand the absolute stress upon them and their
children.

Working For Peace With Justice In A United Ireland



| firmly believe that working together, we can achieve a positive
win/win situation for all sides, especially President Clinton in this
coming election year. As discussed, the IAUC national office will keep
in touch with Marianne Peters if anything crops up before our next
meeting.

Sincerely,

Noreen A. Walsh

National Vice President IAUC
(201)235-5368 work
(201)661-1235 home

w/encl

cc: A. Crezco
M. Peters
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imnﬁgrant the government is trying to deport be-
cause he be.longed to the Insh Repubhmn Army 20

years “ago.- Mr, Morrison, who lives in University .
City with hisRife and two children, is awaiting word ..

on his appeal oLa deportabon order, but, based on
what bebea.rs through the mpevme, -he is not
expecting good news.

Attorney Generdl Janet Rens has the aut.honty to
set aside the deportanon order; ‘i

humamtanamsm : il RN

Theresis, fo -comipalling. reason to _dpport\Mr
“Morrisons. 9 it is puzzling that the Ihyiigration and
Naturalization-Service is trying so hard to do sg Mr,

'the time and caught up ia the IRA’ cause. After"
completing-his sentence, Mr. Momson Qme to the.

United States,

The Immigration and Natumhzaoon Semce be- : 3
gan proceedings againat him after he arkhowledged __‘.“B( fotig memorias, Mr. Mc-rison's past IRA mem:
.,.bershlp could pirt'him’ at rieiz. What purpose of state’

"or mterest of ;usﬁce is ser\ *d by such a rmsuh.? 2 7 |

-that he had denied, when he entered thg ooun\\:ry,

ever having been convxcted of &' cnme. But.he was

'<(§’hJul _'-' VAN \,.."-".'-

in -doing 80, she,:"

'life as a family man;
would ber promotmg both Justlce and,'_'.

: foroed to conclude that M.

’show the British governraent that Washington does -

K Bntish sensibilities can b2 :ended to in other, more;
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i 7 ASenseless Deportation

; . Time is runmng out for Matt Morrison, the Irich |

not a criminal in the ordina -y sense of the word and,

.in any case, he has lived a :onstructive, law-abiding
life in the 10 years he has i:een in this country, The !
- INS concedes that his feise statement coud be

forgiven, bu: it says his m::mbership in a terronst’
organization 20 years ago cannot. .
Why not? It is not*as :hough Mr. Morrison is -
promoting terrorism toda. or sending mdney or
guns to the TRA. He is att: ndmg college and lmng

. In the face of such gover: ment inflexibility, one 1s
‘Morrison, along with
seven or eight, otber.Ir'smen in similar drcym- -
starices, is being sacrificed o the United States can -

ot provide asylum to pesple with an IRA™ pasr-

sibstantive ways. SN i
If Mr. Morrison is depox ed to Nonhern Ireland ;o

"his ‘American wife -and .‘merican-born childres

would be uprooted w1th hip Moreover, in that place:
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All Our Children Want for Christrm:s
Is Their Fathers

Mary |-ate
Monicon

President Clinton:

As you Join in lighting up Belfast City Centre, we celebrate wi 1 you the
second Christmas in ireland that the guns are silent. For your part in that,
we applaud you and hope, with you, that reconciliation and a new day are
truly possible for the people of Ireland .

But, as we celebrate the possibllities of the future, we ask yor. to look at
some unfinished business from the past. Matthew and Mary Kate are my
children. Their father, Matt Morrison is fighting deportation irom the U.S.
based on his former status as a Special Category prisoner in the north of
lreland. There are other famliles in our situation. All we ask i:; the chance to
live, work, contribute to our communities, and raise our child-an in peace.

Our husbands have paid a high price for their decision to figt:: for their
country. They have accepted the consequences of their decision and are
not complaining. But must another generation of children suifer? Must our
children iose their fathers . . . or their country?

We need your help to stop these deportations. Let there be ¢ new day for
Ireland and for our families.
All our children want for Christmas is their fathers.

rrancie Broderick Morrison P.QO. Box 3008 St. Louis, MO 63130



