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Frances Ellen "Fannie" Hines, later Blythe (1857-1936) 
Great-Grandmother of William Jefferson Clinton, 

42nd U.S. President (see pp. 204 .. 209) 
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NOTABLE KIN 

·.The Immediate Ancestry of 
President William Jefferson 
"Bill" Clinton: An Ancestor 
Table for Six Generations 

by David Curtis Dearbor11 and a team of NE.HGS and 
othlr researchers 

· Wi.ll.iam Jefferson Clinton is the fl.l'St president whose 
middle name honors a predecessor (Ronald Wilson 
Reap!\ whose middle name was his mother's surname, 
was born the year before Woodrow Wilson's election); the 
second president who took a stepfather's surname 
(the first was Gerald R. Ford, Jr.); the third youngest 
president (after Theodore Roosevelt and John F. Ken~ 
nedy); and the fourth post-World Wat II president with 
southern ancestry (following Truman, Lyndon Johnson, 
and Carter). The following six-generation ancestor table 
is a very preliminary outlme of the new president's an· 
ceslryi it ls presented below in large part so that other gen· 
ealogis!:s, especially NEHGS members in the southern 
states, may add to it. The NEXUS office will collect all 
addenda forwarded to us and, if the material warrants, 
publish a supplement. 

The new president himself was boin in Arkansas; his 
father in Texas; his paternal grandparents in Mississippi; 
his father's maternal grandfather in Georgia; his father's 
maternal grandmother (probably) in Florida; his mother's 
paternal grandparents in Alabama; and his mother's 
maternal grandiather in Louisiana. Among the new presi­
dent's great-great· (or great-great-great·) grandparents 
are natives of TeMessee, South Carolina, N~nh Carolina, 
Kentucky, and Vltginia. He thus has ancestral ties to all 
the Confederate states, plus Kentvcky (with possible 
links to Scots-Irish Pennsylvania). l'bme grandparents of 
bis paternal grandmother. mor~r, are said on census 
reco natives of lrelarid. Fairly rare surnames in 
this ancestry inch.1 e nelgrove and Spradley; more com­
mon ones include Adams, Howard,~' Malone, 
Russell, and Wilson. Since only one or two lines have yet 
been traced to inunigrants, speculation about pre-Arneri· 
c:an nationalities Ls premature. Most of the swnames, 
however, sound English, Scottish, Scots-Irish, Irish, or (in 
the case of Baum) Gennan. In both its geographical 
spread throughout the South and its probable derivation 
largely from the British lsles, this ancestry may be con· 
sidered rather typically Southern, and somewhat &imllar 
to that of Harry S Truman, Lyndon Baines Johnson, and 
James Earl Carter, Jr. 
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The ancestor table below is the result of much team· 
work, including extensive research in Salt Lake Qty by 
David Curtis Dearborn; further work in Boston by Julie · 
Helen Otto, plus Richard Andtew Pierce and Neil B. 
Todd of the Enquiries Service and NEXUS contributor 
Richani Brenneman; and some overall review by Guy Boyd 
Roberts, who contacted Society friends Jolm Anderson 
Brayton of North c.arolina, William Addams Reitwiesnet 
of Washington. D.C, Robert Behm, then of Texas, and Dr. 
J. Bradley Arthaud of Missouri. Each of these last, plus 
George Bly Rtsell, sent items of interest; Waltham National 
Archives volunteer William M Read provided useful data; 
Rebecca Patterson of the Arkansas Dem«:rat-Gaz.ette, Vera 
Westbrook of the Hope Star ar.d Mr. H.O. Grisham were 
very helpful; and Mary Nell Turner of the Hempstead Coun­
ty Gene.alogical Society reviewed our findings and added 
m~local data. Ancestor tables were prepared by Brenne-­
InaJ\ ~and Otto. The following consolidation of all 
work to date~ we hope. be of keen interest to our readers 
and elicit much response. In the following table the 
president is #1, h1s parents #2-3, his grandpamnts #4-7, his 
great-grandparents #&-15, his great-great-grand parents #16-
S 1, and his great-gteat·great-grandparents #32-63 (some 
earlier ancestors or kinsmen are covered under #s ~ 35, 
48, 50, 51, 52. 54, 55, and 61). Male ancestors have even num· 
bers; female ancestors have odd ones. To find an ancestor's 
parents, double his or her number. To fmd ari anc:estor's 
child, divide his or her number by two and drop halves. 

1. Bill Clinton (born WilliamJeffeison Blythe IV), b. 
Hope, Hempstead Co., Arkansas 19 Aug. 1946 [name 
legally changed from Blythe to Cl.intcn, Garland c.o., 
Ark l2June 19621inauguratsd42nd US. President 20 
Jan. 1993; m. Fayettevllle, Washington Co., Ark. 11 Oct. 
1975 Hillary Rodham, b. Olicago, Dlinois 26 Oct. 
1947, dau. of Hugh Ellsworth and I:brothy (Howell) 
Rodham (Who's 'N1io in Amm'can Law, 7th ed., 1992·93 
[1991], p.178, which incorrnctly gives m. date as 11 
Nov.; in TV debate 11Oct.1992 Clinton mentioned 
17th wedding anniversary) 

2. William Jefferson Blythe III, b. Sherman, Gray· 
son Co., Texas 27 Feb. 1918, d. near Sikeston, Scott 
Co., Missouri 17 May 1946 (Hempstead Co. Gen. 
Soc., HempsteAd County, Arkl"84S C.emeteries, Book 1, 
Including Bodcaw, Bois D'A1t',andParlr:fDeRam Town­
ships [1990, henceforth HCA Cl], p. 148; d. cert.); m. 
Texarkana, M.iller Co., Ark. 3 sept. 194.3 (data from 
Rebecca Patterson of Arkansas Democrat-Gazette) 

3. Virginia Dell Cassidy, b. Bodcaw, Nevada Co., 
Arkansas 6June1923, res. Hot Springs, Ark., 1993; 
m (2) 1950 (3) Aug. 1962 Roger Clinton ['-5 July 1900-

. Nov. 1967 (SS Death lndex)J (div. briefly 1962); 
(4) 1968 Jeff Dwire (d. 1974; not in SS Death Index 
under this name); (5) 1986 Dick Kelley 
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s. 

6. 

7. 

William Jeffer&On Blythe (D, named tor an uncle, 
Will.lam Jefferson Parr Blythe), b. Tippah Co., Miss. 
21 Jan.1884 CllJan.1884ao:.to1981 history of Gray­
son C.O., Texas, cited below),· d. Grayson Co., Tew 5 
Feb. 1935 (d rec.); m. Tippah Co. 19 Aug. 1906 (Mar­
riage Records, l1ppah Co., Miss. Boole 8, p. 418) 
Lou Blrchle A yen, b. Tippah C.0., Miss. 9 Feb. 1893 
(Feb. 1888tn19l> Onus, 'Iippah Co., Miss. 110-7-25), d. 
Sherman, Graysor. Co., Texas 15 Peb. 1946 (bur. · 
West Hill Cem., Shennan; Grayson County Pmnti.er 
Vlllage, The Histmy cf Gntyson Counly, Tams, vol 2 [1981, 
haicet'orth HGCT2], Family Histories section, pp. 49-
SO); m. (2) Avert Barron . 
Uames] mdridge Owldy, b. Parker Twp., Nevada 

·Co., Ark. 19 Aug. 1898, d. Hope, Hempstead C.O., 
Ark. 11 March 1957 (HCACl, p. 148; bur. Block E, 
Rose Hill Cein., Hope [g.s. gives DOB 1900, but 
1900 ~(Nevada Co., Ark. ~12-90) gives DOB 
Aug. 1898]; m. Nevada Co., Ark. (both of Bi:nmet, 
Ark.) 3 Jan. 1922 {Hempstead Co., Ark. Marriage 
Records, Book W, p. 141] · . . . 
'Edith V[allie/Valerlal Grisham, b. Bodcaw, 
Nevada Co., Ark. 2 Nov. 1901, d. Hope, Hemp­
stead Co., Ark.17Jari.1968 (d. rec.) (bur. Block B,, 
RoseHillCern.,Hope) .. . ... · .... ·11.i'.11 

\: , 
' '' 

8. Hemy Patton Foote Blythe, b. Tippah Co., Miss. 18 
Sept 185Jy d. Tippah Co. 3July1898 (bur. LoWJY Cem., 
Tippah c.o. ['nppah eo. Hist. and Gen. $ocy rm History of 
Tippah County, Mississippi (1981, henceforth .HTCM), 
p. 216]i m. Ripley, 1ippah Co.~. 29 Oct. 1874 
(Tippah Co., Miss. Marriage Records, Book 1, p. 257) 

9. Frances Ellen "Fannie" Hines, b. Tippah Co., Miss. 
2 Dec.1BS7, d Grayson Co.1Texas11July1936 (bur. 
Holloway Cem. therei family records of Ann 
Blythe Grigsby from Mary Nell Turner) 

10. Simpson Green HDick" Ayen, b. Ga. 27 Oct. 1820, 
d. Tippah Co., Miss. 27 May 1897 (bur. Pleasant Hill 
Q\urch Cem., East Faulkner, Tippah Co.; see Don 
Martini, comp., TippaJ1 County Dmth Notices, vol. 1 
[1976,hence!orth 1CDN11p.6); at'OS R4E, nppah Co., 
18?0; m. (2) by 1872 (HTCM, p. 19'2), poss·. by 1870 

11. Hattie Hayes, b. Fla. (or at sea) 1852 or 23July1858 
[g.s.] (d. cert gives 26 July 186.3; clearly im~le), d. 
l<o.;suth. Aron Cov 'Mls!.16 Aug. l 9'35 ( d. re:.; bur. with 
husband). Hatti.e1 acc. toHTCM, p. 192, the mo!!-a'of 
RobertP..Ayers[whoin 1900gave00BasPeb.1871]1 

was fluid when reporting dates. Jn 1900 her middle in .. 
itial was "A"; but in 18?0HarrletJ. Ayws, 19, b. Mie&, 
"keeping house," appears just under Simpson; next 
is Sarah J., 20, b. Miss., "at sd\ool" (by firetw. Louisa 
HeddQ!\ Simpson had no da\L Hmiet). In 1~ Hattie 
was 28, b. Fla., fatherb. Ireland, mother U.S. {#49-50, 
SD 5, ED 193, p. 6); in 1900 she was 40 (b, JW'\e 1860; 5 
writ1:en over 6), b. at sea, both parents b. Ire., mother 
of 12 (11 lvg.), a farmer (#100-109, 11~7-22); in·1910 
w was 52, b. at sea, father b, Ga., mother Ireland, 
moU'ler of 121 10 lvg., a farmer (#136-136, 101-7-89). 

12. James M. Cassidy, b. Coffee Co., A.la. Nov. 1855, 
res. Parker Twp., Nevada Co., Ark. 1900, d. Coving-
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ton Co., Ala. ca. 1908 (bur. Red Level Cem. there, 
but no g.s. was later found; a family story says he and 
bro. Noah Cassidy traveled by train to Alabama to 
visit relatives. It was very hot on the train and when 
they arrived the weather was cold. James developed 
pneumonia and died at Red Level shortly there­
after {data from Mary Nell Turner]); m. ca. 1880 

13. Sarah Louisa Russell, b, Butler (now Crenshaw) 
Co., Ala. Nov. 1858, d. Parker Twp., Nevada Co., 
Ark. 9 April 1945 (bur. Bbenel.er Cem., ParkerTWp., 
Sect. 3, TI4S R23W) (Cemetery .Reamis cf Nevada Coun-

. ty1 Arkansas, compiled under the sponsoish!p of 
the Nevada Co. Extension Home Makers Clubs 
[1976], p. 16S; see FHL Pilm #1005242) 

14. I.en\m41 [Lemar N. (1900 cmsu.s)] Newell Grisham, b. 
Union Parish;La. 22June 1879 (b. Sept. 1879, 1900 
census), d. Nevada Co. or Hope, Atk. 28 Sept.1954. 
bur. Oak Grove Cern., DeRoan Twp., Hempstead Co. 
(Hempstead Co. Gen. Soc., HempstMd County, A,... 
kansas <:.etnlterles, vol. 2 [1991, henceforth HCA C21 p. 
37); living Nevada Co. (u L.M. Grisham) in 1910 
(107-16-30); m. Nevada Co. 27 Jan. 1901 (Hempstead 
Co. Gen. Soc., Marriages, Nevada County, Arkansas, . 
1871-1901, [ca. 1988, henceforth MNCA], p. 74) 

15. Edna Earl Adame, b. Hempstead Co., Ark. 19 
1. Aprll 1878 (1SOOCl!MSUS, DeRoan Twp. [Hope1 Hemp­

stead Co. ED43, Sheet 11, line 71), d. prob. Hope 8 
... Aug. 1952; bur. Oak Grove Cem.,· DeRoan Twp., 

Hempstead Co. (HCAC2, p. 37) 

16. Thomas Jefferson Blythe, b. Ala. 1 Aug." 18'29, d 1ip­
pah Co., Miss. 6 Aug. lCXJl (bur. LoWiy Cem.); eeived 
as pvt., F 34 Miss. Inf.; C.S.A. 1862-65; at Marshall 
Co., Miss. 1850; at 1ippah Co. 1860 (see HGCTl, p. 46; 
HTCM, p. 216); m. (2) Nov. 1867 Eli2.abeth Melvinia 
(Hines) Lockhart (1831-1906; eee TCDNl, p. 12), sister 
of #18 and identified in her father's 1869 estate work as 
dau. of Elias & Polly[~] Hmes of Tippah Co. Her 
firat husband, Thomas Franklin L«khart, killed at the 
Battle of Atlanta22July 1864, was poss. bro. of #19. In 
Sept. 1850 term of Tippah Co. Crcuit Court, a "Jeffer.. 
san Blythe" served on a jury (Oiarles 0. Slovertis. 
Edwin R. Smith, Exea.ltian Docket #32S)); during the 
same tr,.,:nn he or a rwnesake was O!'le of a number of 

men found ~ty of betthi.g various items as promis­
sory notes with one George Leopan:t who tu.med 
state's evidena! in March la50; Blythe had on 5 Nov. 
1849 bet a saddle with Leopard on the outcome of a 
sheriff's race, and was fined $20 (Execution 'Docket 
#33.39, State vs. Jefferson Blythe) (Don Martini. comp., 
Tipplh County, Mississippi Circilit Court &cords 1849-
l886 [1986, henceforth TCMCCR], pp.· 13, 17). (Note 
that a John Jefferson Blythe [relation, iI any, to T.J. 
not known], m. to Cleo Ussery of Tishomingo Co., 
Miss., was also living at 1ippah Co. d uril'lg this time.) . 
T.J. Blythe m. (l) Marshall Co., Miss. 1Jan.1849 

17. Esther Elvira Baum, b. [prob. Rutherford Co.] Tenn. 
ca. 18'2.5, d. ca. 1865 ("during the Civil War," accord· 
ing to 1898 obit. of #8) 

18. John F. Hines, b. Tenn. ca. 1833,d. Parker Co., Texas 
11Nov.1902 (obit says he moved to Texas 10 mos. 
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ago to live with children and grandchildren; see 
TCDN1, p. 64; HGCT2, p. 214). He served as a 
pvt. in H 23 Miss. Inf, C.S.A., enlisting 19 Sept 1861, 
and served unW discharged from a Union prison 19 
June 1865. With his regiment he was captured at 
the Battle of Port Donelson, 19 Feb. 1862; exchanged 
at Vicksburg 3 Sept. 1862, and captured near Nash· 
ville 15 Dec. 1864. Both times he was imprisoned at 
Camp Douglas near Chicago ("Compiled Service 
Records of Conf edemte Soldiers Who Served irl 
Organizations from. the State of Mississippi," FHt. 
Film #1488334); m. Tippah Co., Mlss. 9 May 1852 

19. Bliza Emily Loc:kha~ b. N.C. 18 Oct. 1832, d. Tip­
pah Co., Miss. 27Dec. 1904 (bur. Lowry Cem., Txp­
pah Co.); at Tippah Co., 18,;0 with inother Martha L 
(##310-310). Her likely bro., Thomas [F.J Lockhart 
(ca. 1828·1864) wu in.household #127-12.7 and 
m. Elizabeth Melvinia Hines, sister of #18 and 
Later second wife of #16. Both Eliza and Thomas 
were b. N.C., acc. to 1850 census. 

20. -·Ayere, b. Ireland 
21. -,b. U.S.A. 
22. - Hayes, b. Ireland 
23. --, b. Ireland 
24. [George] WashJngton Cassidy, b. Chesterlield 

Dist., S.C. ca. 1829, d Red Level, Covington Co., Ala. 
13 May 1886 (LOS Attcestral File), at Colfee Co., 
Ala. 1850 (as "Washington Castor" in household 
#1Si·151), 1860 (#12.53--1253); at T4N R14E, Coving· 
ton Co., Ala. 1870. On 11 Aug.1855 Washington 
"Casity" of Coffee Co. reanved a home;tead certificate 
£ar land in T6N R22B (MO. Hahn, Old S~ & F.lba 
Land Offi~ &cords & Military Warrants, 1822-1860 
[198.3, henceforth Old Sparta], p. 109). His bro. Calvin 
Cassidy, who lived a few doors away in 1860 and 
1870, se1'Ved July-Aug. ·1864 as pvt., H 4 Ala. Inf., 
C.S.A.; he was captured by Uruon forces, and 
Calvin's military record. lists exact place of birth 
(PHL film #0880448). G.W. Cassidy m. ca. 1852 

25. Nancy Ann/Josephine Snelgrove, b. Early Co., 
Ga. ca. 1836-38, d. Red I.eve~ Covington Co., Ala. 
20 April 1920 (LOS Anc. File). She is called 
Jo5ephine with her husband in 1870 and 1880. By 
deed dated 5April1856, Washlng~on Casity and 

· N ancyann his wife sell land in Sect. 23, T6N R22E 
(Coffee Co. {Ala.} Deeds 0:86). The 1850 census 
of Coffee Co., Ala. (#149·149) shows dau. Nancy 
A.L. [or A./.7], ae. 12, b. Ga., in household of 
Jesse Snelgrove · 

26. William James Russell, b. S.C. 14Jan, 1825, d. · 
Parker Twp., Nevada Co., Ark. 23 Jan. 1897 (bur. 
Eben.e7.er Cem., Sect. 3, T14S R23W, Parker Twp.; 
FHL Pihn #1005242, p. 165); at Montgomery Co., 
Ala. 1850, at Butler (noW Crenshaw) Co., Ala. 1860 
(Russell Register 13[1990-91):1m) (On 4 March 1846 
W.J. Russell witnessed the will of Martha [Saunders} 
Trigg [1758-1846], written irt Dallas Co., Ala. [rec. 
Perry Co., Ala.}, widow of Abram Trigg; see P.O. 
England, "Notes on Some Central Alabama Fa.mi-­
lies" [tss., NEHGS, 1956), p. 23); m. Montgomery Co., 
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Ala. 2S Aug. 1846 (P.J. Gandrud, MRrrillge Rtcords 
of Montgomery County, Alamma 1817-1850 [19731 
p.103) ' ' 

2.7. Mary B. Spradley, b. Kershaw Di.st., S.C. 31 Oct. 
1828, d. Parker Twp., Nevada Co. 18 April 1900 -
(bur. with husban~ Ebene:i:er Cem.) 

28. James B. Gresham/Grh1ham1 b. TeM. (poss. 
Macon Co.?) 18 Feb. 1843, d. Parker Twp., Nevada 
Co. (DeRoan Twp., Hempstead Co.?), Ark. 19·Aprll 
1915 (bur, Shover Springs, Hen\pstead Co., Sect. 18, 
TI3S R23Wi LaVetta Mouser, Mary Medeareis, and 
Ludlle Ward, I Remember Shaver Springs [1980], p. 76). 
He Js prob. the James Gresham, ae. 8, b. Tent}, in 
household of Moses and Betsey Gresham, at Dist. 
#7, Macon Co., Tenn. 1850 (##29-29) and ae. 18 in 
1860 (##842-810). He was at Marion, Union Parlsh, 
ta., in 1870, u Jaines B. Grestuui\ 26, fa.rm.er, b. 
Tenn., with first wile Margaret, 22, and dau. 
(##171·171); at Parker Twp., Nevada Co., Ark. · 
1900 census (85-8-20), and 1910 (10'7·16-30) (m. S6 
yrs., 1910; of Union Parish, La., m. (2) Nevada Co., 
Ark. 22 Jan. 1874 (MNCA, p. 73) 

29, Hattie R. Mitchell, b. Ark. 22 Jan. 1858, d. 
Parker Twp., Ark 7 Jan. 1912, bur. with husband 

30. Martin Franklin Adams, b. Hempstead Co., Ark. 
ca. 1851, d. there by 16 Dec. 1884 (ment:l.0tted as 
d~ased in father's will of that date); m. 24 March 
1870 (Hempstead Co., Ark. Marriage Book B, p. 10) 

31. Sarah Jane May, b. Ark. November 1848, d. prob. 
Hempstead Co., Ark. ca. 1909 (data from Mary Nell 
Turner); at De Roan Twp., Hempstead Co., Ark., in 
1900 (43-llB-?O). She also appears u head of house­
hold on an 1890 tax list (Hempstead Co. Gen. 
·soc., Hempstead Co., Arkansas Index of 1890 TQX 
Receipts Record Book [ca. 1985], p. 1) 

. , 
32 .. Andrew J. Blythe, b. S.C. ca. 1801, liv. Marshall 

.· ·co., Miss. 1850, d. by 1860 (see HTCM, p. 216). The 
1830 census shows Andrew Blythes in Tuscaloosa 
and Limestone Cos., Ala.; however no deeds in 
either place name Nm as a principal In 1850 Andrew 
stated he was b. S.C.. , but in both 1880and1900 his 
son ThomuJ. Blythe gave father's birthplace u 
Tenn. 

33. Jane-, b. Tenn. ca. 1808, liv. Tippah Co., Miss. 
July 1870, when She was sued in Tippah Co. Circuit 

· Court by A.J. Murry Ouly term 1870, Minute Docket 
#7023) (TCMCCR, p. 194) . 

34. Moses Ba\111\, b. N.C. 25 Feb. 1804, d. Marshall Co., 
Miss. 4May18,;3, bur. Chewalla Baptist Ch. Cem., 
Marshall Co. (Cemeteries of MArshall Co., Miss. [1983], 
· p. 66). Censuses and the pre-1900 N.C. probate 
index-show many Baum.sin Currihlck Co., N.C., 
but not this Moses. The earliest record of him is in 
Rutherford Co., Tenn., in 1827; indietments for 
, "riot'' were fo~d against Samuel GI'E!ent Samuel 
Wilsor\ Moses Baum, and Thomas Saum, who 
were fined $10 apiece (Goodspeed Publishing Co., 
History of Tennessee. .. Maury, Wi1.lia111sa111 Rutlierford, 
[etc.] Cos. (1886, repr. 1988], p. 822). Moses was at 
Rutherford Co. in 1830 (as ''Moses Bomb") with 3001· 
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1001. Moses B1aum was at Rutherford Co. 3 March 
1840 whes\ he bought from Ephraim Parr SO am!& on 
headwa•ofBradley'sOeek;hesold them 16 (kt. 
1840, when he is called ot WiJsan Co., Tenn. (Ruth­
erford Co. Deeds, X:642, Z:l09). Jn 1860Moses's 
widow Matywu living in T4W RtS, Marshall Co., 
Miss. Census househo1d ##83--79 listed a Jahn D. 
Baum, 41, b. N.C; Maly Higdon, 54, b. N.C., ~d 
Mary's Higdon chlldrm, aged 31 to 21, all b. Tenn. · 
E.R. \'Yhitley, Marriages of Rutherford Co., T~, 
1804-1872 [1981], p. 33, shows the marriages of 
Andrew Higdon and Mary Baum, 18 March 1826, 
and of Elljah Higdon and Sarah Blshop, 13June1836, 
with J.D. Baum as surety. A John Baum was also 

·.· bondsman for the marriage of James T. Jewell to 
Malinda Thomas in Wilson Co. 1 Peb. 1838. (E.R. 
Whitley, MAmages of WiJS(Jn Co., Tenn. 7802-1850 
(19811p.158.) RA. Pierce believes that~JolmD. 
and Mar}' were prob. children of Lemuel Baum of Ran­
dolph Co., N.C. (1810-15), later o!Rutherlord Co., 
1'e'm. Jn 1820 Lemuel Baum (who in 1840 was ae. fiO.. 
?O) was enumerated (101101--02101) at Rutherford 
Co. next to an Ephraim Farr (310001-1321), whose 
1842 Rutherford Co. will mentions a $2. bequest to 
Moses Baum but gives no relationship. 

35. Mary-, b. Ky. 3 July 1802, d. Marshall Co., Miss. 
24 Nov. 186Z bur. with husband; liv. Manhall Co., 
:Miss. 1850, 1860 (a "farmeress,11 b. Tenn., in 1860 
census). R.A. Pierce suggests that Mazy may have 
been a dau. of Ephraim Farr, a Rutherford Co. neigh­
bor of Lemuel Baum above, and el'\UU\.. next to #34 
1n the 1830 census of Rutherford Co. A son of #16-
17 was William Jefferson Fatt Blythe (1858-1943) 
(HTCM, p. 216]. H.N. Pharr, Pharrs and Fam with 
Other Descend.tints from Five Scotch-Irish Pione.ers in 
America (1955),pp. 445-46, places Ephraim Parr as 
son of an Ephraim Farr, Jr. (b. ca. 1765 in Pemsyl­
vania, prob. York Co., son of EphraJm,Sr. [d. N.C. 
1784] &: first w. Hannah~). Ephraim, Jr. and w. 
Jane - came to Sumner Co., Tenn. from Mecklen­
burg Co., N.C.; Ephraim Farr (3rd) m. Mecklenburg 
Co. 14 July 1801 Esther Latta (Brent Holcomb, 
Mtirrla.ges of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 
[1981}, p. 55). Esther is prob. one of the female.s 
in the 1800 Mecklenburg Co. household (01101~ 
33110) of Joseph Latta, the only head-of-household 
of that suma.me in the co. that year and also·bonda­
man for her marriage. This surname ls seen in N.C. 
from the 1760s (Brent Holcomb, Mecklenburg_ Coim­
ty, North C.arolina Deed Abstracts, 7763-1779 [1979], 
p. 54), but also seems to have ti.es to P~lvania.; on 
2 Dec. 1?79 Adam Ta.te of Donegal, Lancaster Co., 
Penn. made sales 21greement for 5s. with Joseph 
Latta of Mecklenburg (both yeomen), "for the p~ 
chaae of 600 a{cresl in Anson, on both sides of south 

. fork of Rocky River adj[oiningl Oa vidsan Ulggs. Prop­
erty may be rented 'for one year at a cost of one red 
rose" {H.W. Ferguso~ Gent.alogical Dud Abstracts: 
Mecklmuurg County, North Caroliria, Boob 10-14 
[1990], pp. 70.71). ' 

36. Elias Hines, b. N.C. [1880 census for son John F. 
Hines], d. 'Iippah Co. l) May 1846 (tamily recs. sent to 
Mary Nell Turner); 1869 petition names heirs Jacob, 
John. Bli.zabeth M. Blythe, Margaret Newell, Mrs. 
S.D. Ready, and Joseph [dee., with minor son 
Joseph) (TCDNl, p. 64) 

37. Mary!Polly-, li S.C. ca. 10, d. 'Iippah Co. 6 
April 1893, ae. 85 (TCDNl, p. 64); living next to son 
John P. Hines, Tippah Co. 1860 · 

38. - Lockhart, b. Virginia [1880 census for dllu. 
''Elizea" E. Hines, 1ippah Co. ##127-130], d. by 1850 

39. Martha/"Maittie" -, b. N.C. cL 1197, livhlg Tip­
pah Co., Mis& 1880. Tippah Co. 1850 census, p. 415, 
#31()-310, shows Martha L. Lockhart, 52, with chil­
dren Eliza B., 19, and James A., 13, all b. N.C. She 
was also mother of Thomas P. Lockhart, house­
hold #127~127, listed as 22, b. N.C, later killed at 
Battle of Atlanta, whose wife Elizabeth Melvinia 
Hines m. (2) #16. 

40. ·--Ayers, b. Ireland? 
41~7.- . 
48. (prob.) Levi Cassldy, b. prob. Chesterfield Dist., 

S.C. ca. 1790, prob. son of Zachariah Cmidy Sr., a 
Revolutioruuy soldier; at C\esterfield Disl 1830, with 
Alexander, BEr1jamhy w~· l.achariah Jr. & Sr.; at 
Henry Co., Alabama 1840 (1 male S-10, 210-15, 1 50-
60, 3 females 0-5, 15-10, 130-40, numbers & ages cone­
sponding to #24's 1850 family group)i also there are 
Michael, William and Za[cha]riah. Levi d. prob. 
Henry or Coffee Co., Ala. by 1850. Note that #24 had 
bro. Zachariah. The elder Zachariah, of Cheraw Dist 
(parent of Chesterfield) was a pvt. in Benton's Regt. 
1782 (Rev. Alexander GIEgg, HiJtory of the Old 
Cheraws ... [1867], p. 40.Si B.G. Moss, Roster of South 
Carolina Patriots in the Amerial11 Reoolution [1983, 
henc:eforth S.C. Roster], p. 157), also a lieut. under 
Benton the next year. In 1790 Zachariah Sr. was at 
Cheraw Dist. {1-0-2); in 1800 at O\esterfield (p. 108; 
30010.10010); in 1810 at O\esterfield (p. 217); and in 
1820 both Zachariah and Levi were at Chesterfield 
(no ages enumerated). In 1830 at Chesterfield 
Dist., Zachariah Sr .. 's household included 1 male 
5-10, l 2Q..30, 170-80, 1female15-20, 16(}70; Levi's 
in 1830 held 3 r.nales 0-S, 1 40-50, l female 20-30, 1 
SQ.40, and l 70-80. In 1836 Alexander, Michael, 
William, and Zachariah Casity, all of Henry Co., 
Ala. (who with bro. Pab:ick and sister Elizabeth are 
listed as children of a "Hugh Cassed.y, a Scotchman 
of South Carolina," and said to have removed from 
S.C. in 1831 to Lawrenc:eville, Henry Co., Ala.; see 
Mrs. Marvin Scott, History of Henry Cou11ty,A1Rbama 
[1961 ], pp. 189-90) putthased land iil T8N R2BE, 
about 35 miles east of where Washington Cassidy 
later lived (Old Sparta, pp. 16, 19, 24). ln the 1850 
census of Coffee Co., Ala., Washington "Castor," 
20, b. S.C., is enumerated next to a Zachariah "Cas­
tor'', 22, b. S.C., obviously his brother. 

49. [prob.] Rachel-, b. S.C. ca.1807, living Coffee 
Co., Ala. 17 Oct. 1850 (as Rachel "Castor," ae. 43, 
b. S.C., with children ae. 11 to 2, all b. Ala., 1850 
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census, ##153-153), next to Joseph Gipson, 00, b. shaw Coy <X\ Route 331 north of Luveme, Ala. [LR.F. 
S.C., in whose household were #24 and brother CarmichaeL TombstoHe InscrlpHons of Northem Cms-
l.acharlah; next to Gipson was shaw County, Alabama Cemettrias (199:.>-91), p. 44D; at 

so. Jesse Snelgrove, b. Orangeburg D:lst., S.C. 25 Peb. Montgomery Co., Ala. 1850, at Butler (now Cren .. 
1792, d. Longstreet, Coffee Co., Ala. 23July1876 sh.aw) Co., Ala. 1860. By a deed dated May 1824 
(LDSAnc. Pile; P.G. Cleveland,. Snel'f:tve (1976), Wanen Spradley of Kershaw Dist. mortgaged for 
pp. 81, 98-99, which makes J~ son o an Edward $80 an 80-acre plantation a'\ Long Branch Waters of 
Snelgrove of S.C.; grandson ol Bdward Freeman Pine Tree Creek, (X)lJ'lposed of two tracts originally 
Snelgrove; great-grandson of Freeman Snelgrove , granted to Zadwiah Canty {I<emhaw Diat. Deeds, 
(fl. 1735) of Amelia Twp., Berkeley Co., S.C., and 1<:3)4; PHI.. Film Mm047), By a deed dated 25 Nov. 
an unknown first wife; and great-great-grandson 1&31, rec. 4 Feb. 1832, he sold the same for $120 to 
of Heruy Snelgrove of Owles City and Suny Cos., Marla Parrish; his wile "Alsey" relinquished 
Virginia, who arrived from England in JWV! 1684, her dower rights (Kershaw Dist. Deeds, M:316; 
himself son of JolU'\ Snelgrove of "Bversett" [Bver- FHL Film #002047). On 6 Jan. 1836 he rec. his pur-
shott, near Frome?], Co. Dorset). Jes;e was at LAW"' chase of land in Sect. ~ TI2N Rl8E (now in north· 
ens Co.1 Ga. 1820; at Early Co., Ga. 1830, 1840; at eastem Cttnshaw Co.) One of his sons was Bryant 
Coffee Co., Ala. 1850, 1860. On 17 Nov. 1852 A[ugustus] Spradley, b. ca. 1842. Spradley is an un· 
Wammt #24880 in favor of Jesse Snellgrove to land 'l.ISual surname confined chiefly to Kershaw Dlst. 
in.Sect. 6, T6N R23B was "located" (claimed?) by A Bryant Spradley is listed in 1810.-30 censuses. 
Michael Belsher; on 12 Oct. 1854 J ease received a The Camden Glzette of 13 Oct. 1817 announced the 
homestead certificate to land in T6N R22E (Old death on Wednesday last of "Mr, Bryant Sprad· 
Sparta, pp. 134, 95). At Laurens Co. In O:t 1817, ley, in the BOth year of hii age. Mr. Spradley was 
he and his wife were witnes5e5 in State vs. Thomas bom mc:l always lived in this town or its neighbor-
Sanford for larceny (Allen Thomas, Laurens County, hood and during his life never took a dose of med-
Georgia l.eg1il Records, 1807-1832 [1991], p. 670); icine or lost a drop oi blood by the lancet. He was 
!or some of his jury service, see ibid., pp. 584, never confined a day by sickness W'l.til he was at~ 
589, 593. Jesse m. Laurens Co., Ga. 29July1815 tacked by the disease that terminated his existence. 

51. Elizabeth Howard, b. S.C. 4 June 1790, d. Long- · Until a week before his death he possessed the 
street, Coffee Co., Ala. 19 Dec. 1884 (LOS Att.c. vigor, health and strength that cnaracterized h1s 
File; a~c. to LOS Family Registry dau. of James A. youth, and was able to undergo labour and expo-
Howard) sure that most men would sink underN (Brent Hol-

52. Simon Russell, b. Dulington Dist., S.C ca.18X>, son comb, Marriage and Death Notices from Oimdtn, 
of Michael Russell, Jr. of Darlington Co., S.C. (d. · S.C. Newspapers 1816-1865 [1978], p. 5). It may 
there betw. 14 July-21Aug.1824) (& unk. first w.), ·· · have bee.n the elder Bryant's widow whose death 
poss. grandson of Michael Russell·( d. Darlington was laconically aMounced in the same paper 4 Oct. 
Co. ant.e Oct. 1813; his wil.L however, lists no sat\ 1821 as "In this tQWI\ Mra. Spradley" (lbid., p. 17). 
Michael) & Elizabeth-, and pos.s. gr.-grm"dson One Willis Daniels (ca. 1765-1800), hanged at Oran· 
ofJohn RtSell (d. On.slow C.0., N.C betw. 4 Nov. 1751- gebutg, S.C. 16May1800 for re~ated thefts, con· 
3July1753, fonnerly of Bath Co., N.C.), & Blizabeth · · : fessed that "From Mr. Braln [sic Spradley,·of 
- (data collected by George Ely Russell in part 1 ·Camden, with whom I some time lived, I stole a 
from research files of Leonardo Arl~a). Simon was · ·: · quantity of clothing, and a pair of saddlebags, 
at Montgomery Co., Ala. 1840, 1850 (Russell Reg- and made off in the night ... " at some time during 
ister 13[1990-91):1771). Simon RussellofMontgom· · his li!e of oime (ca. 1785-1800) (Georgetown [S.C.] 

. ery Co. pwchased land 23 De:. 16l5 in Sect. 'UJ, TI2N GAzette ci 16July1&!0, in S.C. Mag. of Attc. Researd1 
· RlBE. (northern Crenshaw Co., on Montgomeiy Co. 6[1974):74). Warren C. is given in Ala. !GI as having 
line) (M.D. Hahn, Old c.alia&i I.And Offtr.a Records & dau. Caroline Amelia Spradley, b. 24Jan.1836at 
Military Wamints, 1817-1853 [rev. ed., 1986, hence- Highland Home, Crenshaw Co., where (34-12·18) 
forth Old Caliaba ], p. 129). He d. 1863-70, bur. at Pine WaI18'1 Spradley bought or was granted land 6 Jan. 
Thicket, Ramer, Montgomery Co. Hem. (2) Ramer 11 1836 (Old Caluaba, p. 132); next to his name, with 
Jan. 184.9 Matilda Courtney (P.J. Gandrud, Alabrama a transaction on the same day (lan~ at 22·12-18), is 
Re.cords, 231[1968, repr. ca. 1980]:46); m. (1) S.C. ca. · that of Smith Summerlin of adjacent Lowndes Co., 
1823 Ala. (/b/d.),who m. Montgomery Co. 13 Dec. 1834 

53. Nancy Ruesell (no mown rel., acc. to Alice· Brad- a Martha Spradley and among whose children i.n 
ley, per notes of G.E. Russell), d. Montgomery Co., 1850 was a Bryant Summerlin (see P.J, Gand.Nd, ... 

· Ala., in or after 1841 Alabama &cords, 174[1957, repr. ca.: 1980]:83; for ... 
54. Warren C. Spradley, b. prob. Kershaw Dist., S.C. later Lovmdes Co. Spradley marriages, see M.B. ., 

11 April 1803 (g.s.; but p09.9. ~5 yrm. older, as ''War- Russell, Lawndes Courl Hause (1951], pp. 271-74), A 
ren Spradley" was a S.C. household head in 1820), Bryant Spradley, b. S.C. cii. 1?92, of Montgomery 
d. Crenshaw Co., Ala. 20 June 1884 (bur. Mt. Plea· and Butler Cos., Ala. at the same time and much 

c •. 
sant 0\. of Christ Cein., at Sect. 24, TlON R17B, Cren- the same place, is given in LDS Family Registry as 

. 1 
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. son of James Spradley (1767-1808) and w. Mary 
-, anu grandson of Bryant Spradley of Cam.den 
(ca. 1737~1817). S.C. Hist. and Gen. MAgazlne 32 
(1931):70] records: "A Horrid Accident. On the 
13th inst. {Aug. 1808] a party of hW'ltstnen went 
about ten inilea from Camden, for the purpose of 
driving for Deer and Wolves; their hounds started a 
deer which was kill~ over which the dogs began 
fighting; one oi the company, (a lad about 14.years 
of age) in attempting to part the dogs struck one of 
them with the but[t] of his gun. which went off, Mr. 
James Spradley, who belng immediately behind 
the young man, received the load of buck-shop [st'cl 
in hia head just over ma left eye; Mr. Spradley fell 

. . lifeless to the ground and w1thout a struggle In·· .. 
stantly expired. He has left a Widow with six small. 
children" ((Oiarleston, S.C] City Gazette Mtd Daily . 
Aavertiset, dateline Camden, S.C. 24 Aug. 1808)). 
W.C Spradley, perhaps a younger son of James 
and grandson of the elder Bryant, m. prob. by 1820 

SS. Blsey/Alcey Malone, b. S.C. (prob. I<etshaw Dist.) 
15 May 1800, d. Cmnshaw Co., Ala. 22 April 1884 
(bW'. withh~ Mt Pleasant Cem., Cren.Wtw 
Co.; maiden name on g.s.), She was prob. the name­
sake and granddau. of Alsa "Melone," enwnerated. 
in 180) at Kershaw Dist. (,P. 425; 11®20021·10), 
obviously a widow over 45, poss. with married . 
children in her household. Nearby (all p. 425) were 
Comellus (22100-11210),John (00100-2.0100), WU· 
liam (22100-11210) and William Melone, Jr. (00100-
00100). In 1810 Cornelius, Pratlds, John, John Jr., 
and William Melone were all at :Kershaw Disl; in 
1820 (when E5ey was prob. inmied}, Malone 
households in S.C. had dwindled to those of Fanny 
(000100{00)1),John (000001-0COOl) and John Jr. 
(000010.(X)JlO). Alsa Melone's hl.lBband (name unk.) 
was prob. a &er\ 0£ the Cornelius Melone "and 
wife/' who with Hugh Co.nhary arrived In S.C. 
from Ireland ca. 1751, all indentured servants of 
Samuet Wyly (later J.P.), and ca. l?SS were given 
lands In old Craven Co. (W.B. Smith. W1tite Servitude in 
ColoniaJ. South Carolina {19611p.41). The imnligrant 
Melones had two other probable sons: William (1755-
c:a. 1842) and Cornelius (1757-1856), Riivolutia1ary aol­
dlers.from :Kershaw Dist.;both later moved kt 
Alabama (S.C Roster, p. 651). The forename "Cor­
nelius" strongly suggests that the Melon~ were of 
Catholic rather than Protestant origin. 

56. (prob.) Moses Grisham/Grissom, b. Lincoln Co., 
N .C. 1792/3, prob. son of Rev. soldier Drury Grish· 
am. Moses d. Macon Co., Tenn. Feb. 1880 (L~ 
Anc. Pile). He was al Dist. #7, Macon Co.~ if\ 1~ 
census (##29-29), as Moses G~ham, 58, mechanic, 
b. N.C.; with wife Betsey, 52, b. N.C.1 and several 
children including James, 8, b. TeM. Iri 1860 
(##842-810) he is enumeratei as M. Grisso~ 67, 
farmer, b. N.C.; wife Elizabeth, 61, b. N.C.; and sev­
eral children, including son James, 18, farmer, b. Tenn. 
In 1870 (##56--56) he is listed as Moses Grissom, 78, 
farmer, b. N .C., living with one unm. dau. He and 
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his family res. on Little Salt Uck, several miles 
south olRed BollingSprings, Tenn. (VemanRoddy, 
On the Early Story of Red Boiling Springs, Tennes• 
see (1991], pp. 15, 301); m. Lincoln Co., N.C. 21 Dec. 
1815 [IGI] 

57. (prob.) Betsey Slate, b. N.C ca. 1798, liv. Macon 
Co., Tenn. 1870, d. by 18801 dau. of Se.muel and 
Elizabeth/Betsey (Desbrook) Slate (LOS Anc. Pile) 

58. - Mitchell, b. N.C. (per 1880 census) or Virginia 
(per 1910 census) 

59. (poss.) Martha-, b. N.C. ca. 1830, parents b. 
N .c. (1880 census, Nevada Co., Ark., 212-26-#9&961 

next door to J.B. and Hattie [Mitchell} Grisham); 
in 1910 Hattie gave mother as b. Ark . 

60. Martin Adams, b. Tenn. (Hempstead Co., Ark., 
Carouse Twp., 1850 census, 432·26, #54-54) or Mo. 

. (1860 census, Hempstead Co., Caro\lSt'! Twp., #915-
915) ca. 1810, d. Hempstead Co., Ark. 1886; in will 
1~ $1 to grandd21u. Edrla Adams (Hempstead Co. 
Wills BB:$60); l~ted H head of household at Hemp­
stead Co.184CJ..1860i m. Hempstead Co. 31 Oct. 
18.39 (Hempstead Co .. Willa,.Mardages, Pre-­
Emptions, Ste., Book BB:377) 

61. Clarinda Wilson, b. Ark. ca. 1821, llv. 16 Dec. 1884 
(date of husband's will, which mentions her), with 
husband 1850, ae. 29; 1860, ae. 38; prob. dau. of 
John Wilson of Ci.an Twp., Hempstead Co., Ark. 
(there 1840, 1850; b. :Ky. ca. 1792, farmer with $2010 
real estate), and wife Jane - (b. I<y. ca. 1809); in 
1850 household of this John Wilson waa a four­
month old Clarinda Wilsot\ b. Ark.1 appar. the in· 
fant dau. of a grown son living with his father. 

62. Benjamin May, b. N.C. ca. 1812 (ae. 28 at marriage, 
67 in 1880); in 1860 Hempstead Co, census, 653-42, 
C'Mouse Twp. [P.O. Albany), p. 822, #916-916 [next 
to M. Adams]), parents b. N.C. (1880 census, 
Hempste.ad Co., Ark., DeRoan Twp., p. 37~ #$-3); 
m. Hempstead Co., Ark. 25 Feb. 1840 (Hempstead 
Co., Ark. Wills, Mani.ages, Pre-Emptions, Etc., 
Book BB:32·33) 

63. Clara McBride, b. Ark. ca. 1822 (ae. 18 atmaniage); 
with husband 1850, 1860 [as "Ooa"); prob. the 
''Charlottie," p7, b. Ark., parents b. Tenn., 
Benjar!\in1s wife in 1880. .. · 
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September 21, 1995 

Memorandum for Jack Quinn, Nancy Soderberg 

From: Jake Siewert for Don Baer 

cc: Susan Brophy, Lucie Naphin 

Subject: PresidentiaI Visit to Celebrate. Irish Heritage 

Genealogy: With the help of an expert genealogist, the Irish government has traced the 
President's family line on the Cassidy side back to Levi Cassidy, who was borri abouH79"0 
in Chesterfield, South Carolina. That information is very solid. 

The next step is less solid. According to reports in the Irish Times, Levi Cassidy is the sori 
of Lucas and Ruth Cassidy who emigrated from Roslea in County Fermanagh in the 1750s. 
The Irish Times report is based in large part on research un e en y t e ass1dy clan 
secretary and the Roslea Heritage Centre -- neither of whom is a disinterested party. 
However, if the link between Lucas and Levi Cassidy is solid, then the President's fourth 
great-grandparents on his mother's side came from Roslea -- now located in Northern 
Ireland. 

On the President's father's side, the Irish government determined that both of William 
Jefferson Blythe's maternal great-grandfathers (Ayers and Hayes) were born in Ireland in the 
late 18th or early 19th century. However, the genealogist was unable to determine the names 
of either of Blythe's great-grandparents or their birthplaces in Ireland. 

Relatives in Ireland. Since the hometowns of the President's father's ancestors have not 
been identified, there are no known living relatives on the Blythe side in Ireland today. On 
the Cassidy side, about 40 Cassidys are descended from Lucas Cassidy -- supposedly the 
President's fourth great-grandfather -- and still live in or around Roslea. 

Other Factors. There are several. reasons apart from the relative strength of the 
genealogical ties that weigh in favor of the President's going to Roslea: 

o There is no known alternative -- no town from which the Hayes's or Ayers'D 
supposedly originated. -

o Roslea is a border town that symbolizes tbe progress being made toward 
peace in the region. 

o The President personally feels stronger ties to the Cassidy line than to his 
father's family. 

o The Irish and American press have focused heavily on the Cassidys in Roslea 
and a trip to any other town would have to be thoroughly ·explained -- which 
may prove difficult. 

Characterizing the Trip. To allow for the imprecision of the ties to Roslea, a presidential 
trip there should be billed, as the U.S. DCM in Ireland suggests, as a visit "to reaffirm his 
pride in his mother's name and his Irish heritage," not to find his relatives and roots·. 
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PHONE NUMBER: 

SUBJECT:. 

MESSAGE: 

AKE.RICAN EM:BASSY. DVBLIH. IBELAHD 

UHCL.1'SSIFIEQ TELEFAX HESSAGE 

September 20, 1995 

Susan Brophy 

202-456-6220 

DCM - Dannis A. Sandberq~ 
(353)-(1)-660-3217 

(353)-(1)-668-8998 

More on the President's Roots 

PAGE 1 of 3 

Susan: As.we discussed over the phone, we have received 
considerable correspondence not just on the Cassidy connection, but 
~1og gn thQ C1Lnton aLdo. ~ 1~ttor t~ Dean Y~p Q~t1lnln~ tho 
Clinton connection to Ireland follows. Apparently, th~ Government 
Herald has.also created a Clinton coat of arms, which could, if he 
wished, be presented to the President during his visit. 

However, I still believe we should concentrate on the Cassidy 
connection. It is through the Cassidy name that the President 
identifies his Irish heritage, not through any particular 
relatives, etc. Obviously, the President's family left Ireland 
centuries ago and therefore it would not be feasible to trace the 
family. However, one can identify areas, such as the little border 
village of Roslea in County Fermanagh in Northern Ireland, where 
the Cassidys have traditionally lived. A visit to such an area, 
not to find his roots or relatives, but to reaffirm his pride in 
his mother's name and his Irish heritage would seem to be most 
aPDropriate. · 
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Mr Dean Yap, 
United States Embassy, 
B<ill:abridge, 
Dublin 4. 

Dear Mr. 'lap. 

ARDEE IIERITAGE AND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

i:./ll <.h~l!IMtk MiU, 
C.:i.ppocksgrccn, 

J\rdce. 
County ~uth. 

31 July 1995 

Please find enclosed a short. history of the 'Connections 
betwg9n tha Foster Family of Glyde Court, Ardee, and America, 
la12-ur1u', and of the 'Cl1n1:on Homelana: ArQee Barony'. we are 
sending these to you for the purpose of in vi ting President· 
K.11l..1G.Jll warra£.i:l'-'l& Cl..lU\.'-'&& \.v yJ.o.11.. 1\,1,\Jo;sa J~.1..Lu~ h.1;;, .lul.auJ~. 

visit to Irelnnd in December of this yeQr. 
As can be adduced from the enclosed histories, Ardee not .. 

only has many.contacts with the United States, but also with many 
of it~ Presidents. As is indicated in the 'Foster's of Ardee', 
th@i r phi lant.hropic efforts in assisting Ardee people to emigrate 
to America brought them into contact with ·many an in!luential 
American. Augustus Foster, for exa=ple, dined witn Presidents 
Jefferson and Madison. His son, Vere, was welcomed in wasnington 
by no le5s a person than President Fillmore. In addition Vere, 
alon9 with a good many emigrants from the Ardae. area dined with, 
anel stayeci overnignt with Abraham Lincoln, betore tha't qrea1: 
state:~nnan became President. Vere and nis brother Frederick 
Foster gave large sums of monies to various American Charities. 
A~ thoy woro romomborad by Ardoo poop1o, who oroetad a momoriai 
to them in the town in 1861, and as this i£ the lSOth anniversary 
of the Great lrish .famine, it would perhaps be an apposite momen'C, 
for a President of the United States to say a few words on the 
mattar undar the memorial ~tatuta to thia great philanthropic 
ramily rrom Ardee. wno contr!buteel so mucn to American culture. 

Whilq wq realise that the surname of the President of the 
united states (Clinton) is that o! his mother, Virginia cass10y's 
::;econd hu3b.ind (Roger Clinton), whom 3he married in 1940, and wh(? 
adopted William Jefferson Blythe IV; who111 wP. A 1.1. know as 
President B'ill Clinton, we reel that a vl:;it tu thtt ~nt;e::strcl 
honeland of the Clintons would be appropriate, both to the Irish 
and to the many millions or IrishJAmericans . 

. . 
The Clinton holdings bordered the then boundary between the 

i:inql i r.i !"P.11 !"n111'.h n,. 1'hA r.nm.,~.rv, ln.,nwn IV"__,. hr.- -:!?~,l,Q... ar.r.t 1=hq 
Gaelic North. Queen Eli2abeth, rcali~ing the culturQl ilnd 
religious differenc12s between these two Rre;u:;, ordered t.hat th" 
Clintons build a bridge connecting the ?fo1·th wlth the South. 
Thi6, sha believ9d, would promot9 interaction and load to botter 
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relation~ between the two cultural groups. How symbolic it would 
be if PresidGnt Clinton wera to be seen as a modern-day bridge­
builder in ~ne current impasse in tne peace procegs. 

Ardee is a small marke~ town 1n nortn Loutn, situated on the 
m~in route3 between Dublin and all points in Ulster. It takes its 
n~mP. frnm thP. fall~n h~ro, and champion of the southern forcQs, 
F~r~la, whu wa~ ~laln by hi5 foster brother cucnulainn, champion 
of Ulster, in the ford at the town. Thie epic battle, which 
iastea ror tnree aays, ls tne centre-piece or !re!ana•s o!aest 
legend (it i~ twelve hundred year3 old), the Tain, which is 
famous world-wide, a~ the he~t AXAmplP- of ancient Irish 
literature. · 

President Theodora RoosevP.lt alwRys kept a copy of the Tain 
by his side tor inspiration. He alsu ~xpres~ed a desire to visit 
the area where the events within tho story occ\lrred. How 
wond.erful it: would ba if President Clinton r:ouJd fulfil the 
as~irations of President Roosevelt, by visiting the site of this 
Ol,,,. nai-i-1o. f.,..l'\'111 Yh4,.h i-hA ... ,....,,., ,.., 1,..,;tAID ~ ........ ;u ... e ;..,., ,.. .. .,...., 

Finally, should Presid~nt Clinton dacida to visit our town, 
it would ~e our intention to present him w1t.n nis~ory of t.he 
Tain, ~lonq with the privately printed· ~!story of Jeffe~on's~ 
America. written by Augustus Foster, from his memoirs and diaries 
when he vialt~ Ardee ln December •. 

•• .""•r .,.·,-.,~··.,...,""' .. ;..•.,~~ .. ...,..~ ............ ,'_~,.-M.,,.,,_I .. •"•","• .: ... ._:•,•., .. , 
80d GGO Nll8na ASSV8~3WV 

Michael Mo Crcanor. ,,,i>e:t ... e/'. ~~~,q.,p. 
chairperson . 

l!ileen Aiken. I f7J· 
Secretary. /T.~fJ!c....., Lt,' ~ 

or. Kevin J..a .. Mc Ken.nY.. MA •• en. p •. 
I'ul:>licotions Editor _and PRO. 'd 

'f!u.,_ /,Jt c-_ / _ / · 
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Ancestors of Virginia Dell Cassidy 

Parents G,.andpa,.ents Great-G,.andparents 

Geo,.ge Washington CASSIDY 
b ABOUT 1829 in South Car-o11na 
d May 13, 1886 in Alabama 

James M. CASSIDY I 
b Nov 1855 in Coffee Co., Alabama 
d ABOUT 1908 in Covington Co., AL 

Nancy Ann Josephine SNELGROVE 
b ABOUT 1837 in Ea,.1 Cty., Geo,.gia 
d Ap,. 20, 1920 in Alabama 

James Eld,.idge CASSIDY 
b Aug 19, 1898 in Nevada Cty., AR 
d Ma,. 11, 1957 in A,.kansas 

William James RUSSELL 
b Jan 14, 1825 in South Car-olina 
d Jan 23, 1897 in Nevada Cty., AR 

Sa,.ah Louisa RUSSELL I 
b Nov 1858 in 8utle,. Co., Alabama 
d Ap,. 9, 1945 in Nevada Co., AR 

Ma,.y E. SPRADLEY 
b Oct 31' 1828 in South ca .. ol1na 
d Ap,. 18, 1900 in Nevada Cty., AR 

Vi,.ginia De 11 CASSI DY 
b Jun 6, 1923 in Bodkaw, A,.kansas 
d Jan 7, 1994 in Hot Sp,.ings, AR 

James B. GRISHAM 
b Feb 18, 1843 in Tennessee 
d Apr 19, 1915 in Nevada Cty., AR 

LenYna Newell GRISHAM 

LAI b Jun 22, 1879 in Union Parish. 
Id Sep 28, 1954 in Arkansas 

Hattie R. MITCHELL 
b Jan 22, 1858 in Arkansas 
d Jan 7, 1912 in Arkansas 

Edith Valeria GRISHAM 
b Nov 2, 1901 in Nevada Cty., AR 
d Jan 17, 1968 in Arkansas 

Resea,.ched & Prepared f o,. 
Ambassado,. Dermot Galla he,. g 

by Brian G. Ande,.sson 
June 13, 1995 

Edna Earl ADAMS 
b Ap.- 19, 1878 in 
d Aug 8, 1952 in 

Martin Franklin ADAMS 
b ABOUT 1851 in Hempstead Co., AR 
d ABOUT 1884 in Hempstead Co., AR 

I A.-kansas 
A.-kansas 

Sa,.ah Jane MAY 
b Nov 1848 in Arkansas 
d ABOUT 1909 in Hempstead Co., AR 

2nd Great-G,.and~rents 

Levi CASSIDY 
b ABOUT 1790 in South Car-o11na 

Rachel II 
b ABOUT 1807 in South ca .. olina 
d AFTER 1850 

Jesse SNELGROVE 
b Feb 25, 1792 in South Car-olina 
d Jul 23, 1876 1n Coffee Cty., AL 
Elizabeth HOWARD 
b Jun 4, 1790 in South Car-olina 
d Dec 19, 1884 in Coffee Cty., AL 

Simon RUSSELL 
b ABOUT 1800 in South Car-o l i na 
d ABOUT 1824 
Nancy II 

d AFTER 1840 in Montgome,.y Co. , AL 

Wa,.,.en C. SPRADLEY 
b Ap,. 11, 1803 in South Car-olina 
d Jun 20, 1884 in Crenshaw Co., AL 
ElseylAlcey MALONE 
b May 15, 1800 in South Ca,.olina 
d Ap,. 22, 1884 in C,.enshaw Co., AL 

Moses GRISHAM 
b 1792 in Lincoln Co., NC 
d Feb 1880 in Macon Co., Tennessee 
Betsey SLATE 
b ABOUT 1798 in North Carolina 
d BEFORE 1880 

11 MITCHELL 
b in North Ca,.olina 

Ma,.tha II 
b ABOUT 1830 in North Carolina 

Ma,.tin ADAMS 
b ABOUT 1810 in Tennessee 
d 1886 in Hempstead Co., A,.kansas 
Cla,.inda WILSON 
b ABOUT 1821 in Arkansas 
d AFTER 1884 

Benjamin MAY 
b ABOUT 1812 in North Caro 1 i na 

Cla,.a MCBRIDE 
b ABOUT 1822 in A,.kansas 



Ancestors of William Jefferson Blythe, III 

Parents Grandparents Great-Grandparents 

Thomas Jefferson BLYTHE 
b Aug 1, -1829 in Alabama 
d Aug 6, 1907 in Tippah Co., MS 

Henry Patton Foote BLYTHE 

I b Sep 18, 1851 in Tippah Co., MS 
d Jul 3, 1898 in Tippah Co., MS 

Esther Elvira BAUM 
b ABOUT 1825 in Rutherford Co., 
d ABOUT 1865 

William Jefferson BLYTHE, II 
b Jan 21, 1883 in Tippah Cty., MS 
d Feb 5, 1935 in Grayson Cty., TX 

John Francis HINES 
b ABOUT 1833 in Tennessee 
d Nov 11, 1902 in Parker Co., TX 

Frances Ellen "Fannie" HINES I 
b Dec 2, 1858 in Tippah Cty., MS 
d Jul 11, 1936 in Grayson Cty., TX 

Eliza Emily LOCKHART 
b Oct 18, 1832 in North Carolina 
d Dec 27, 1904 in Tippah Co., MS 

William Jefferson BLYTHE, I I I 
b Feb 27, 1918 in Grayson Cty., TX 
d May 17, 1946 in Scott Cty., MO 

II AYERS 
b in IRELAND 

Simpson Green "Dick" AYERS 

I b Oct 27, 1820 in Georgia 
d May 27, 1897 in Tippah Cty., MS 

['''"USA 

Lou Birchie AYERS 
b Feb 9, 1893 in Tippah Cty., MS 
d Feb 15, 1946 in Grayson Cty., TX 

//HAYES 
b in IRELAND 

Hattie HAYES 
b ABOUT 1852 in FL (or at Sea) 

I 

Researched & Prepared for 
Ambassador Dermot Galla her g 

by Brian G. Andersson 
June 13, 1995 

d Aug 16, 1935 in Alcorn Co., MS 

I'',, IRELAND 

2nd Great-Grandparents 

Andrew J, BLYTHE 
b ABOUT 1801 in South Carolina 
d BEFORE 1860 
JANE 
b ABOUT 1808 in Tennessee 

Moses BAUM 
b Feb 25, 1804 in North Carolina 

TN d May 4, 1853 in Marshall Co., MS 
Mary// 
b Jul 3, 1802 in Kentucky 
d Nov 24, 1862 in Marshall Co., MS 

Elias HINES 
b in North Carolina 
d May 30, 1846 in Tippah Co., MS 
Mary (or Polly) // 
b ABOUT 1808 in South Carolina 

II LOCKHART 
b in Virginia 
d BEFORE 1850 
MARTHA/MATTIE 
b ABOUT 1797 in North Carolina 



. ~ -~ 

Ancies~ra of w11i·~~;J~ffenio~ (Bl~ne:rv) ci1nton 

Parents Grandparents Great-Grandparents 

Henry Patton Foote BLYTHE 
b Sep i0,-1051 in Tippah Co., MS 
d Jul 3, 1898 1n Tippah Co., MS 

William Jefferson BLYTHE, II I 
b Jan 21, 1883 in Tippah Cty., MS 
d Feb 5, 1935 in Grayson Cty., TX 

Frances Ellen "Fannie" HINES 
b Dec 2, 1858 in Tippah Cty., MS 
d Jul 111 1936 in Grayson Cty., TX 

William Jefferson BLYTHE, Ill 
b Feb 27, 1918 in Grayson Cty., TX 
d May 17, 1946 in Scott Cty., l-0 

Simpson Green "Dick" AYERS 
b Oct 27, 1820 in Georgia 
d May 27, 1897 in Tippah Cty., MS 

Lou Birchie AYERS I 
b Feb 9, 1893 in Tippah Cty., MS 
d Feb 15, 1946 in Grayson Cty., TX 

Hattie HAYES 
b ABOUT 1852 in FL (or at Sea) 
d Aug 16, 1935 in Alcom Co., MS 

William J. CLINTON 
b Aug 19, 1946 in Arkansas 

James M. CASSIDY 
b Nov 1855 in Coffee Co., Alabama 
d ABOUT 1908 in Covington Co., AL 

James Eldridge CASSIDY I 
1 b Aug 19, 1898 in Nevada Cty., AR 
Id Mar 11, 1957 in Arkansas 

Sarah Louisa RUSSELL 
b Nov 1858 in Butler Co., Alabama 
d Apr 9, 1945 in Nevada Co., AR 

Virginia Del l CASS !DY 
b Jun 6, 1923 in Bodkaw, Arkansas 
d Jan 7, 1994 in Hot Springs, AR 

Lerrma Newell GRISHAM 
b Jun 22, 1879 in Union Parish, LA 
d Sep 28, 1954 in Arkansas 

Edith Valeria GRISHAM 

I 
b Nov 2, 1901 ; n Nevada Cty. , AR 
d Jan 17, 1968 in Arkansas 

Edna Earl ADAMS 
b Apr 19, 1878 in Arkansas 
d Aug 8, 1952 in Arkansas 

Researched & Prepared for 
Ambassador Dermot Gall a her 9 

by Brian G. Andersson 
June 13, 1995 

._ 
.. ~/~~::--·-·~.-:· . 

2nd Great-Grandparents 

Thomas Jefferson BLYTHE 
b Auc;i 1, 1829 1n Alabama 
d Auc;i 6, 1907 in Tippah Co., MS 
Esther Elvira BAUM 
b ABOUT 1825 in Rutherford Co., TN 
d ABOUT 1865 

John Francis HINES 
b ABOUT 1833 in Tennessee 
d Nov 11, 1902 in Parker Co., TX 
Eliza Emily LOCKHART 
b Oct 18, 1832 in North Carolina 
d Dec 27, 1904 in Tippah Co., MS 

II AYERS 
b in IRELAND 

II 
b in USA 

II HAYES 
b in IRELAND 

II 
b in IRELAND 

George Washington CASSIDY 
b ABOUT 1829 in South Carolina 
d May 13, 1886 in Alabama 
Nancy Ann Josephine SNELGROVE 
b ABOUT 1837 in Earl Cty., Georgia 
d Apr 20, 1920 in Alabama 

William James RUSSELL 
b Jan 14, 1825 in South Carolina 
d Jan 23, 1897 in Nevada Cty., AR 
Mary E. SPRADLEY 
b Oct 31. 1828 in South Carolina 
d Apr 18, 1900 in Nevada Cty., AR 

James B. GRISHAM 
b Feb 18, 1843 in Tennessee 
d Apr 19, 1915 in Nevada Cty., AR 
Hattie R. MITCHELL 
b Jan 22, 1858 in Arkansas 
d Jan 7, 1912 in Arkansas 

Martin Franklin ADAMS 
b ABOUT 1851 in Hempstead Co .• AR 
d ABOUT 1884 in Hempstead Co .• AR 
Sarah Jane MAY 
b Nov 1848 in Arkansas 
d ABOUT 1909 in Hempstead Co., AR 
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September 21, 1995 

Memorandum for Jack Quinn, Nancy Soderberg 

From: Jake Siewert for Don Baer 

cc: Susan Brophy, Lucie Naphin 

Subject: PresidentiaI Visit to Celebrate Irish Heritage 

Genealogy: With the help of an expert genealogist, the Irish government has traced the 
President's family line on the Cassidy side back to Levi Cassidy, who was borri abour1790 
in Chesterfield, South Carolina. That information is very solid. 

The next step is.less solid. According to reports in the Irish Times, Levi Cassidy is the sori 
of Lucas and Ruth Cassidy who emigrated from Roslea in County Fermanagh in the 1750s. 
The Irish Times report is based in large part on research un e en y t e ass1dy clan 
secretary and the Roslea Heritage Centre -- neither of whom is a disinterested party. 
However, if the link between Lucas and Le~i Cassidy is solid, then the President's fourth 
great-grandparents on his mother's side came from Roslea -- now located in Northern 
Ireland. 

On the President's father's side, the Irish government determined that both of William 
Jefferson Blythe's maternal great-grandfathers (Ayers and Hayes) were born in Ireland in the 
late 18th or early 19th eentury. How~ver, the genealogist was unable to determine the names 
of either of Blythe's great-grandparents or their birthplaces in Ireland. 

Relatives in Ireland. Since the hometowns of the President's father's ancestors have not 
been identified, there are no known living relatives on the Blythe side in Ireland today. On 
the Cassidy side, about 40 Cassidys are descended from Lucas Cassidy -- supposedly the 
President's fourth great-grandfather -- and still live in or around Roslea. 

Other Factors. There are several reasons apart from the relative strength of the 
genealogical ties that weigh in favor of the President's going to Roslea: 

o There is no known alternative -- no town from which the Hayes's or Ayers'D 
supposedly originated. -

o Roslea is a border town that symbolizes the progress being made toward 
peace in the region. 

o The President personally feels stronger ties to the Cassidy line than to his 
father's family. 

o The Irish and American press have focused heavily on the Cassidys in Roslea 
and a trip to any other town would have to be thoroughly explained -- which 
may prove difficult. 

Characterizing the Trip. To allow for the imprecision of the ties to Roslea, a presidential 
trip there should be billed, as the U.S. DCM in Ireland suggests, as a visit "to reaffirm his 
pride in his mother's name and his Irish heritage," not to find his relatives and roots. 
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(353)-(1)-660-3217 
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More on the President's Roots 

. ··. -~· . ·.· ~~-; /:::·L~·:\:i.:: 

-;,/:~h\i~f~~ ... 

Susan: As.we discussed over the phone, we have received 
considerable correspondence not just on the Cassidy connection, but 
.:1L1C1Q QI'\ t.h~ Cl.i.nt.on ai.dc. h. l.o:.t.tcr t.:> De;on Y~p g"'t;.1.ln.ln43 t.ho 
Clinton connection to Ireland follows. Apparently, the Government 
Herald has. also created a Clinton coat of arms, which could, if he 
wished, be presented to the-President during his visit. 

However, I still believe we should concentrate on the Cassidy 
connection. It is through the Cassidy name that the President · 
identifies his Irish heritage, not through any particular. 
relatives, etc. Obviously, the President's family left Ireland 
centuries ago and therefore it would not be feasible to trace the 
family. However, one can identify areas, such as the little border 
village of Roslea in county Fermanagh in Northern Ireland, where 
the Cassidys have traditionally lived. A visit to such an area, 
not to f 1nd his roots or relatives, but to reaffirm his pride in 
his mother's name and his Irish heritage would seem to be most 
appropriate. 
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Mr Dean Yap, 
united States Embassy, 
Bcll:abridqe, 
Dublin 4. 

Dear Kr. Yap. 

ARDEE IIERITAGE AND 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

c/i:J 01~e11v<tk Mill, 
C :appoc::ksgroon, 

Ardce. 
County Louth. 

31 J'uly 1995 

Please find enclosed a short history of the 'Connections 
between the Focter Family of Clyde Court, Ardee, and America, 
ia12-ur1u', and of tlle 'Cl1n~on Homelana.: Arc1ee Barony'. we are 
sending these to you for the purpose of in vi tine; President· 
".1.11.1Gm .zat:t:a~;;avu (;1,.lull.vu 11.v Y.l.oJ.\. ~\Jcs~ '11oM.J.U'if bJ.;;a .lull.csu\l'llS\I. 
visit to rrelcind in December of this yeQr. 

As can be adduced from the enclosed histories, Ardee not·· 
only has many.contacts with the United States, but also with many 
of it~ Presidents. A~ is indicated in the 'Foster's of Ardee', 
th@ir philanthropic efforts in assist:.inq Ardee people to emiqrate 
to America brought them into contact with many an in!luential 
American. Au9ustus Foster, for example, dined with Presidents 
Jefferson and Maaison. His son, vere, was welcomed in wasnington 
by no less a person than President Fillmore. In addition Vere, 
alonq with a qood many emigrants from the Ardee area dined with, 
ana. stayea overnignt with Abraham Lincoln, before tha't qrea~ 
statesman became President. Vere and his brother Frederick 
Foster qave larqe swns of monies to various American Charities. 
~g thoy woro romombOrod by .Lrdoo pooplo, who oroetod a momoria1 
to them in the town in 1861, and as this is the lSOth anniversary 
of the Great .Lrish :·amine, it would perhaps be an apposite moment 
for a President of the United States to say a few words on the 
matter under the memorial statute to thia qreat philanthropic 
i:amily rrom Ardee, wno contrir>uted so mucn to American culture .• . . 

While we realise that the surname of the President of the 
un·1tec1 states (Clinton) is that o! his mother, Virginia cassi<1y's 
3econd hu:abwnd (RoCJer Clinton), whom :ahe married 'in 1940, and wh'? 
adopted William Jefferson Blythe IV; whnm wP. all know as 
President B'ill Clinton, we reel that a vl::i.i.t tu thv a.ncestral 
honeland of the Clintons would be appropriate, both to the Irish 
and to the many millions or Irish,Americans. 

The Cli.nton.holdinqs: bordered the then boundary between the 
i:tngl 1 ~i ~P.11 ~n11T'.h n,. T"tu11 r.nnn1':ry, lrnnwn IV'-l"ht:- -P~.14-. ar.d ~h'l 
Gaelic North. Queen Elizabeth, realising the culturQl i2!1d 

· religious differences between these twn ilt"P.ilR, ordered t.hat the 
Clintons build a bridge connecting the ?fo1·th w.Lth the South. 
Thi~, she believed, would promote interaction and load to batter 

• •• L. ' .... ·-···-··•''. -··•• "' .-... ··---··•• "• _,,,. ...... ,' • ..... •• • .. ,. ___ .... ll"""llC'"'ll,...,1111.lll 
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relations betveen·the two cultur~l groups. How symbolic it would 
be if President Clinton were to be seen as a modern-day bridge­
builder in the curren·t: tmpassa in t:ha peace proc:esu1. 

Ardee is a small market town 1n nort.h Louth, situated on tl'le 
m~in routes between Dublin Gnd Qll points in Ulster. It takes its 
n~mA frnm thA f~llen h@ro, and champion of the southern forcQs, 
F~ru.i.o., whu wcs::s ~laln by hi::1 foster brother cuchulainn, cnamp1on 
of Ulster, in the ford at the town. Thie epic battle, which 
iastea ror tnree aays, ls tne centre-piece or lre!ana's o!aest 
legend (it i:J twelve hundred year:a old) , the Ta in, which is 
famous world-wide, as the bE!~t A~Ampl~ of ancient Irish 
literature. · 

President Theodora RoosevA1t alwAys kept a copy of tha Tain 
by his side tor inspiration. He al50 sxpre•sed a desire to visit 
the area where the evente: vi thin tho story occurred. How· 
wonC1erfu1 i~ would ba it Prasidant Clinton t:ould fulfil the 
as~irations oCP~esident Roosevelt, by visiting the slte of thi~ 
Ol\1,. ~+-+- 1 o. ,,..,..,,, uh 4 ,..... +-hA t-"Wft "" ~ ... ~ ... A ~ ...... ;nee ; foe ............ 

Finally, should President Clinton decide to viait our town, 
it would ~e our intention to present him w1t.n n1story of t.ne 
Ta.in, ~lonq with the privately printed' ~istory of· Jeffeaon•s~ 
Amerj ca. written by Auqustus Foster, from his mamoirs and diaries 
when he vi&1t~ Ard.ea in December •. 

Michael Ko Crcanor. ,,,i'>e-.f.-.d~!' • .1-71":tt!"'14 ~,p. 
Chairperson . 

Eileen Aiken. l [ f}J· 
Secretary. /T.~ .~c.~ Lt: 4". 

or. Kevin J_... .Mc Kel'.ln~. MA. . en. o •• 
Publicotions Editor and PRO. ~ 

f(u~ Vil'"- /. ./ · 


