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Somalia 

Q. Why are the goals of U.S. actions i n Somalia? Are we 
e n t e r i n g a quagmire? 

A. -- As I t o l d the American people on Saturday, the 
o b j e c t i v e s of our actions i n Somalia are c l e a r and 
f i n i t e . 

Over the past week, we have moved against forces t h a t 
have c o n t r i b u t e d t o the deaths of l i t e r a l l y hundreds of 
thousands of people by o b s t r u c t i n g humanitarian r e l i e f 
e f f o r t s . 

These same forces were responsible f o r the worst attack 
i n three decades on U.N. peacekeepers, k i l l i n g 23 of 
them. To allow t h i s act t o go unpunished would have 
destroyed the capacity of the United Nations t o conduct 
peacekeeping not only i n Somalia, but around the world. 

U.N. actions over the past 10 days are sending a c l e a r 
message: the world w i l l not accept the i n t e r f e r e n c e of 
armed gangs i n the process of r e b u i l d i n g Somalia and 
p r o t e c t i n g innocent l i v e s . 

These actions enjoy the broad support of the world. 
Twenty-two nations have forces p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the 
a c t i o n i n Somalia. 

I was p a r t i c u l a r l y moved by the thanks expressed t o the 
American people yesterday by President Nujoma of 
Namibia. President Nujoma said t h a t the leadership 
shown by the United States and l a t e r the U.N. i n 
Somalia has ended the s t a r v a t i o n of thousands of 
Afr i c a n s and r e s t o r e d hope f o r the people of t h a t 
country. 

Q. Is the United Nations s t i l l committed t o going a f t e r Aideed? 

A. -- The United Nations has now ordered the a r r e s t of 
General Aideed. Aideed's actions over the past weeks 
have shown t h a t he remains the p r i n c i p a l obstacle t o 
peace and s e c u r i t y i n Somalia. 

The focus on the capture of General Aideed should not 
d i v e r t our a t t e n t i o n from the important progress 
achieved so f a r i n r e b u i l d i n g Somalia or from the work 
t h a t remains ahead. 

Our actions over the past week have been very 
successful. We have destroyed vast amounts of weapons, 
ammunition and m i l i t a r y v e hicles while keeping t o a 
minimum the danger t o c i v i l i a n s . 



Q: What a c t i o n was taken t o avoid c i v i l i a n c a s u a l t i e s i n the 
m i l i t a r y operation i n Mogadishu? 

A: -- U.S. m i l i t a r y planners i n Mogadishu worked c l o s e l y 
w i t h the UNOSOM Commander t o develop a plan t h a t 
would minimize the r i s k t o c i v i l i a n s . 

Before the a i r attacks s t a r t e d , t a r g e t s were l i t w i t h 
f l o o d l i g h t s and warnings were broadcast g i v i n g people 
ample time to c l e a r the area. 

Planners were c a r e f u l t o t a r g e t these f a c i l i t i e s w i t h 
weapons t h a t are among the most accurate a v a i l a b l e . 

Q: Why d i d the U.S. take t h i s a c t i o n by i t s e l f ? 

A: -- This i s not an American a c t i o n ; i t i s a United Nations 
a c t i o n . Twenty-two countries c u r r e n t l y have nearly 
20,000 troops i n Somalia i n support of UNOSOM I I . The 
U.S. has about 3,000 noncombat l o g i s t i c s troops and 
1,100 i n a quick r e a c t i o n force. Pakistan has the 
l a r g e s t contingent i n Somalia. Other major troop 
providers i n the country are France, I t a l y , Morocco and 
Belgium. Pakistan has been p r i m a r i l y responsible f o r 
Mogadishu, where our quick r e a c t i o n force i s also 
based. France, I t a l y , Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Turkey also have troops i n Mogadishu. 

Q: What i s the Adm i n i s t r a t i o n ' s r e a c t i o n t o the death of 20 
Somali c i v i l i a n s a t the hands of the UN contingent? 

A: -- We deeply r e g r e t the loss of l i f e i n Somalia r e s u l t i n g 
from t h i s and other recent i n c i d e n t s . 

As you know, there has been a tense s i t u a t i o n on the 
ground i n Mogadishu t h a t comes i n the aftermath of the 
cold-blooded ambush by General Aideed's forces of UN 
peacekeepers on June 5, using c i v i l i a n s as a s h i e l d . 

The United Nations i s conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n t o 
determine what a c t u a l l y took place during the 
demonstrations l a s t Sunday. 

In general, I am s a t i s f i e d w i t h how the UN operation i s 
proceeding. 

Q: Have the United States and the United Nations l o s t the moral 
high ground because of t h i s a t t a c k , as some r e l i e f agencies 
have alleged? 

A: -- We should not allow the events of the l a s t 10 days 
obscure the r e a l progress t h a t has occurred i n Somalia 
since the engagement of the U.S. forces l a t e l a s t year 
and the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the UNOSOM forces t h e r e a f t e r . 



As I noted on Saturday, by the time we a r r i v e d , more 
than 350,000 Somalis had died i n a savage c i v i l war 
t h a t had caused the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of Somali s o c i e t y . 
Today, crops are being planted and harvested, schools 
and h o s p i t a l s are re-opening and refugees are r e t u r n i n g 
home. 

I understand t h a t r e l i e f organizations have c r i t i c i s m s 
of and concerns about the c u r r e n t UN operation i n 
Somalia. 

The r e l i e f organizations have expressed l e g i t i m a t e 
concerns about violence. That i s why UNOSOM has moved 
against Aideed's forces. I f the r e l i e f organizations 
are t o operate as they were before, order has t o be 
reestabli s h e d . That i s what UNOSOM i s doing now. 

Q: Is the UN planning t o take over the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 
Somalia? 

A: -- The United Nations has no desire t o exercise sovereign 
power i n Somalia. I n the absence of a Somali-
designated a u t h o r i t y , however, i t must carry out i t s 
humanitarian mission and p r o t e c t i t s people from 
a t t a c k , as authorized i n Security Council Resolutions 
814 and 837. 
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