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The United Nations action In Somalia

The United Nations acted today, in keeping with UN Security
Council Resolution 837, to restore order in Mogadishu, Somalia
following the brutal murder of 28 Pakistani UN peacekeepers on
June 5th. At my direction and in response to a request from the
United Nations, the US Quick Reaction Force supporting UNOSOM is
engaged in actions to reestablish security.

If the United Nations is to be an institution that can
restore and maintain peace and stability, it must be capable of
defending itself and of using force when necessary to carry out
the will of the international community. Today’s action should
make clear to anti-democratic, armed gangs that they can not defy
that will. I commend Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali and the
United Nations forces for this action.

The United Nations seeks not to diminish Somalia’s
sovereignty, but to restore it. The UN is in Somalia with the
support of the Somali people to help them avoid famine, end
anarchy, and rehabilitate their political institutions. Indeed,
some of the Pakistani peacekeepers were distributing food when
they were murdered by those who would preserve the rule of the
armed gangs.

The involvement of US forces in this operation supports P
American interests. It hastens the day when all UN forces, Nﬂx(Jwﬂ
including Americans, can leave Somalia with stability restored. '«J;XN/
It strengthens the effectiveness of United Nations peacekeeping.

It preserves the progress made by the American lead coalition
that operated in Somalia from last December to May.

The American forces in Somalia, and the other UN forces
there, have the thanks of all who support peace, all who would
oppose armed thugs. The US and UN forces will also have the full
support of the military power of the United States to accomplish
their mission.

DECLASSIFIED £.0. 13526
White House Guidelines,
September 11, 2006

By_&__ NARA, DateO_V_lJ I aor—]
O~ o A-F



