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The United Nations a c t i o n In Somalia 

The United Nations acted today, i n keeping w i t h UN Sec u r i t y 
Council Resolution 837, to r e s t o r e order i n Mogadishu, Somalia 
f o l l o w i n g the b r u t a l murder of 28 P a k i s t a n i UN peacekeepers on 
June 5th. At my d i r e c t i o n and i n response t o a request from the 
United Nations, the US Quick Reaction Force supporting UNOSOM i s 
engaged i n actions t o r e e s t a b l i s h s e c u r i t y . 

I f the United Nations i s t o be an i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t can 
r e s t o r e and maintain peace and s t a b i l i t y , i t must be capable of 
defending i t s e l f and of using f o r c e when necessary t o ca r r y out 
the w i l l of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. Today's a c t i o n should 
make c l e a r t o anti-democratic, armed gangs t h a t they can not defy 
t h a t w i l l . I commend Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali and the 
United Nations forces f o r t h i s a c t i o n . 

The United Nations seeks not t o d i m i n i s h Somalia's 
sovereignty, but t o r e s t o r e i t . The UN i s i n Somalia w i t h the 
support of the Somali people t o help them avoid famine, end 
anarchy, and r e h a b i l i t a t e t h e i r p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . Indeed, 
some of the Pa k i s t a n i peacekeepers were d i s t r i b u t i n g food when 
they were murdered by those who would preserve the r u l e of the 
armed gangs. 

The involvement of US forces in this operation supports 
American interests. It hastens the day when all UN forces, v^X r'-^^ 
i n c l u d i n g Americans, can leave Somalia w i t h s t a b i l i t y r e s t o r e d . '^^^ 
I t strengthens the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of United Nations peacekeeping. * ^ 
I t preserves the progress made by the American lead c o a l i t i o n 
t h a t operated i n Somalia from l a s t December t o May. 

The American forces i n Somalia, and the other UN forces 
t h e r e , have the thanks of a l l who support peace, a l l who would 
oppose armed thugs. The US and UN forces w i l l also have the f u l l 
support of the m i l i t a r y power of the United States t o accomplish 
t h e i r mission. 
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