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DRAFT

Statement of the Secretary of Defense
on the Stuation in Somalia

We will hold any persons who detain U.S. military personnel responsible

for their proper treatment, including receiving medical attention and visltation by
the Intemational Red Cross.

We are consulting with the United Natlons, under whose control U.S.
soldiers are operating, regarding necessary steps to insure proper treatment and
prompt retum of any detalnees.

The United States Government reserves the right to take appropriate
action to insure that intemational standards for treatment of these personnei are
being met, and to respond if we have indications they are not.

Wa will respond forcefully if any harm comes to those who are detained.

Developments in the past few days require that we send some additional
capabilities to support and defend our forces in Somalia. Thesae Include:

-- one mechanized company with an amrmored platoon to Increase our
forces' capabillity to move through Mogadishu (4 M-1/A-1 tanks and 14
Bradley fighting vehicles),

— air gun ships to provide a rapid response and night-fighting capability (2
AC-130s),

-- replacement helicopters;
— approximaisly 200 personnel for rotation.
We will continue to work with the UN and the two dozen nations that have

troops in Somalia to create conditions of security that can prevent the retum of

anarchy and famine while drawing down the American presence in the coming
months.

We are currently reviewing possible options in support of that policy.
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REMARKS OF PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON

AFL-CIO Convention: Insert on Events in Somalia and Russia

I have come to speak about our challenges at home; but we
live in a tumultuous world that continues to confront us
with challenges; and we live in a great nation that
continues to have responsibilities and interests abroad.

Many of you saw reports this morning of the violent events
in Moscow. Clearly, this is a difficult and complex time.

- The US stands firm in its support for President
Yeltsin, Russia’s democratically-elected leader; we

continue to support his reform government and reformers

throughout Russia.

- While we regret the bloodshed and loss of life in
Moscow, it appears clear that opposition forces
provoked the conflict, and that President Yeltsin had
no other alternative for restoring order.

- Ultimately, the Russian people must decide their
future; that can only happen if the violence ends and
Russia moves toward free and democratic elections.

I also deeply regret the loss of life in Somalia, where
American forces are working with the UN to ensure that
anarchy and starvation do not return once our forces leave

- I want to offer my profound condolences to the families

of US Army personnel who died in the past day’s
fighting in Mogadishu.

- They were acting in the best spirit of America, and our

conviction that the lawless should not be left to
victimize the innocent.

- We will continue to do what is necessary to protect our

forces in Somalia and to complete our mission there.
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REMARKS OF PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON
AFL-CIO Convention: Insert on Events in Somalia and Russia

I have come to speak about our challenges at home; but we
live in a tumultuous world that continues to confront us
with challenges; and we live in a great nation that s+
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Many of you saw reports this morning of the violent events
in Moscow. Clearly, this is a difficult and complex time.

- The US stands firm in its support for President
Yeltsin, Russia’s democratically-elected leader; we
continue to support his reform government and reformers
throughout Russia.

- -Whi%elVe*;egret the bloodshed and loss of life in
Moscow;bﬁt appéé;s.clear that opposition forces
provoked the conflict, and that President Yeltsin had
no other alternative for restoring order.

- Ultimately, the Russian people must decide their
future; that can only happen if the violence ends and
Russia moves toward free and democratic elections.

I also deeply regret the loss of life in Somalia, where
American forces are working with the UN to ensure that
anarchy and starvation do not return once our forces leave.

- I want to offer my profound condolences to the families
of US Army personnel who died in the past day’s
fighting in Mogadishu.

- They were acting in the best spirit of America, and our
conviction that the lawless should not be left to
victimize the innocent.

- We will continue to do what is necessary to protect our
forces in Somalia and to complete our mission there.
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