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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20508

Jupe 29, 1994

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE

FROM: ROBERT BELL W

SUBJECT: Letter to Father of Army Ranger

On May 12, the President met in the Oval Office with the families
of three U.S. Army Rangers killed in Mogadishu last October. One
of the family members, Mr. Benjamin Pilla, mentioned both before
and during the meeting that the Army had inexplicably failed
during the six months following his son’s death to deliver a
gravestone for his son’s grave. I immediately initiated a series
of calls to the Army and the Veterans Administration that
resulted in the expeditious delivery of the gravestone. Mr.
Pilla has written (Tab B) to thank the President for this
assistance.

Mr. Pilla also encloses a newspaper account and picture of a
monument to his son his hometown (Vineland, N.J.) dedicated at a
ceremony on Memorial Day. On June 1, the President wrote the
Mayor of Vineland to thank him for taking the initiative to
commission the monument.

Finally, the President and you should know there has been
progress on the other issue Mr. Pilla raised at the meeting: the
theft of his son’s personal belongings as they were being
returned to the Pillas from Fort Benning. With the concurrence
of NSC and White House legal counsel, on May 24 the NSC, acting
on behalf of the President, directed Justice to look into the
case and to provide all appropriate assistance to state and local
authorities. On June 24, the FBI Field Office in New Jersey
contacted Mr. Pilla directly for additional information. Mr.
Pilla has telephoned me to thank us for energizing this
investigation.

The proposed letter from the President at Tab A thanks Mr. Pilla
for the kind remarks he conveyed in his June 7 letter.

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to the President.

Attachments

Tab I Memorandum to the President
Tab A Proposed Reply to Mr. Pilla
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ANTHONY LAKE
SUBJECT: Letter to Father of Army Ranger
Purpose

To thank the father of one of the U.S. Army Rangers killed last
October in Mogadishu for his recent letter thanking you for
ensuring that his son’s gravestone was finally delivered.

Background

On May 12, you met with the families of three Rangers killed in
Somalia. One family member, Mr. Benjamin Pilla, mentioned that
his son’s gravestone had never been provided by the Army and that
his son’s personal belongings were stolen when they were being
shipped from Fort Benning.

Following the meeting, Robert Bell worked with the Army and the
Veterans Administration to get the gravestone delivered and, in
coordination with NSC and White House counsel, asked Justice to
look into the theft case and provide state and local authorities
appropriate assistance.

On June 7, Mr. Pilla wrote to thank you for our assistance

(Tab B -- we have provided a typed version of his handwritten
note). Mr. Pilla enclosed a newspaper account of the dedication
on Memorial Day of a monument to his son in the Pillas’ hometown
(Vineland, N.J.). You had written the Mayor of Vineland on
June 1 to thank him for taking the initiative to commission and
dedicate this memorial.

The reply at Tab A thanks Mr. Pilla for his kind letter.
RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the letter to Mr. Pilla at Tab A.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to Mr. Pilla
Tab B Incoming Correspondence from Mr. Pilla

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Ben:

Thank you for your kind letter of June 7. I am
very gratified that we have been able to be of
assistance in expediting the delivery of your
son’s gravestone and in directing the
involvement of the Department of Justice in the
investigation into the theft of his personal
belongings.

I also appreciate your sending the newspaper
account of the solemn Memorial Day ceremony in
Landis Park dedicating the monument to Dominick.
As I wrote Major Romano several weeks ago, the
monument to Dominick’s bravery and dedication
will be a permanent inspiration to all who see
it. '

Please give Diane my best regards and tell her
how very proud I am of your son’s service to his
country.

Sincerely,

Mr. Benjamin Pilla
1774 N. West Avenue
Vineland, New Jersey 08360



6-7-94
9:00 p.m.

Dear President Clinton,

Before I write anything, I have to say that I am humbled and
honored to be writing a letter to the President of this great
country. I want to thank you for allowing Mr. Robert Bell to
expedite the delivery of the gravestone to my son’s grave. He
did in about 5 days what normally takes a few months. He is a
good man. And so are you. I realize that he could not have done
anything without your approval. And considering all the "HEAT"
that you took for what happened on Oct 3, 1993 in Somalia, it
showed me that you have a "GOOD HEART". I have enclosed a
newspaper article about the Memorial Day Service in my hometown
of Vineland, N.J. The city dedicated a monument to my son, SGT
Dominick Pilla. They honored him. But as his father, I felt
honored. And as my son’s "COMMANDER IN CHIEF" I want you to have
this article. Well Mr. President, I thank you again.

GOD BLESS YOU,

Ben Pilla

1774 N. West Avenue
Vineland, N.J. 08360
(609) 692-1680
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 15, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF

FROM: ANTHONY Lp@/

SUBJECT: News Article Addressing Complaints of Army Wives
at Fort Drum

The National Security Council staff has investigated the concerns
addressed in the October 8 Washington Post article and is assured
that responsible officials in the Army and on the ground in
Somalia are vigorously working the problem.

Tab A contains letters from Rudy de Leon to George Stephanopoulos
and from LTGEN Dominy to Rudy de Leon detailing recent
initiatives to address these concerns. Following on the heels of
the Post article, a high-level delegation headed by Congressman
Jack Murtha and Army Chief of Staff General Gordon Sullivan
visited Fort Drum to talk with spouses and gauge the morale of
the families left behind. They were able to reassure the wives
on a number of points and report that morale is holding steady.

The chain of command in Somalia has paid special attention to the
welfare of the troops serving in an admittedly harsh environment.
Recently, steps were taken to provide more hot meals, to set up
an e-mail link with the homefront and to ensure that the troops
are receiving all necessary toiletries.

My staff will continue to monitor this situation.

Attachment
Tab A DoD Memoranda Describing Response to Post Article
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

THE BPECIAL ASBISTANTY

October 13, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS
Fron: Rudy de leon Q

Re: Fort Drum Wives Concern About G.I.'s In Somalia

A recent Washipngton Post story (GI Wives, October 8) raised
concerns about morale among American military families at rt.

Drum, New York.

In response, General Gorden Sullivan and Representative Jack
Murtha traveled to Ft. Drum and met with some of the families
that had been mentioned in the story. The attached report fron
the Army reviews the 'issues that were discussed. BSenior Army
officials believe that the meeting was a success and that the
families now feel much better.

Additionally, the Army has an active plan to work the
"quality of life" of U.S, soldiers stationed in the austere
conditions of Somalia. They are moving to serve as many hot
meals as possible (as an alternative to field rations and MRE's -
- m:lls ready to eat), and all possible toiletries are being made
available.

\ The Army has an active plan to carefully monitor morale =--
both in Somalia and at Ft. Drum, and wants to assure you that
they are vigorously working the problen.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFPICE OF THE CHIEP OF STASP
WASNINGTON, DC 20310-0200

AEPLY YO
ATTENTION OF

DACS-2D 13 October 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Visit to Fort Drum

1. The purpose of this memo 18 to provide an update on recent
visit (1l Oct 93) to Port Drum, New York, by Chairman John
Murtha, Congressman John McHugh and General Gordon R. Sullivan,
Azmy Chief of Staff. Port Drum is the home of the 10th
Mountain Division, U.S. Army, which has had elements deployed
to Somalia since December 1992 and is currently deploying
additional units to bolster overall security. Over 7,000 Port
Dzum soldiers have had duty in Somalia since the initial
deployment.

2. Recent publicity and the intensity of military operations
have increased the level of apprehension of wives at Fort Drum
and a Washington Poat article (8 Oct 1993) highlighted thease
concerns. chairmah Murtha conducted meetings with over 100
wives whose husbands were from all ranks - officers and
enlisted. The format was question and answer - summarized as
follows:

o Should we still be in Somalia? (Discussion of
humanitarian role - progress made)

o Are forces under U.S. Command? (Focus on U.N. role -
U.S. Support)

’ ‘0 Do we have adequate forces to protect ourselves?
' (Righlighted additional forces baing deployed)

o What is rotation schedule? Will those who thought they
would come home in December still come? (Reassessing
based on situation and March 31, 1994 target)

0 Can we bring soldiers back and guarantee 1 year before
another deployment? (For some, this is a second Somalia
deployment, some just finished a deployment to
Honduras, One wife indicated she had been married 5
years - but had been together only 2 years)
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DACS-17D 13 October 1993
SUBJECT: Visit to Fort Drum

0o Will we send soldiers to Moscow? (No)

o Will soldiers who deployed get tax exempt status?"(This
proposal is being staffed at 0OSD)

o Will eligible soldiers recelve the Combat Infahtzyman's
Badge? (Yes - recent decision grants authority - very
positively received)

o Can the rules of engagement (ROE) be changed so 6ur
soldiers can shoot back? (Clarified ROE in place)

o What can be done to prevent plctures of dead soldiers
being transmitted on TV? (Families indicated difficulty
with young children coping with visual impact of these
ecenes - tough issue)

3. The overall assesement of family support systems in place
at Fort Drum is very positive. A well organized °‘chain of
concern” is {n place and working. Army Community Service, Army
Emergency Relief and professional help are engaged. The Post
Exchange extended deferred payment to help soldiers. An
effective E-mail system to Somalia with 24-hour turn around
drew special praise, Timely mail delivery is a challenge with
delivery taking 7-10 days at present.

4. The needs of the individual soldier in Somalia are being
met. It is a harsh, austere, difficult environment. The issue
of special items like tennia shoes mentioned in the Washington
Post article did not come up in any meetings with wives or a
Tecent trip by the 10th Mountain Division Commander to Somalia
to visit his tzoops. The chain of command is focused on taking
care of the soldiers on the ground in Somalia and families at
home station. The anxiety of loved ones is a fact of life and
receiving considerable attention from those in a position to
‘help. :

Ve .

céanf!s E. INY

Lieutenant General,
Director of the Army Staff
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON. D.C 20506

October 13, 1993

ACTION

Nat! Sec Advisor
MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE , has seen
THROUGH : ROBERT BELL Z@é/ S!G?JED
FROM: PETER FEAVERYDF
SUBJECT: News Article Addressing Complaints of Army Wives

at Fort Drum

Tab II is tasking from Thomas McLarty concerning the October 8
Washington Post article which aired complaints of some spouses of
Army Fort Drum troops currently serving in Somalia. The Chief of
Staff wrote that the President was interested in finding out
"what we can do to address these complaints..."

The Post article reports that wives of Army soldiers are charging
"military cutbacks have forced families to dip into personal
savings to supply soldiers with such basics as aspirin,
antifungal cream and even sneakers."

Tab A of Tab I contains letters from Rudy de Leon to George
Stephanopoulos and from LTGEN Dominy to Rudy de Leon detailing
recent initiatives to address these concerns. Following on the
heels of the Post article, a high-level delegation headed by
Congressman Jack Murtha and Army Chief of Staff General Gordon
Sullivan visited Fort Drum to talk with spouses and gauge the
morale of the families left behind. They were able to reassure
the wives on a number of points and report that morale is holding
steady.

The chain of command in Somalia has paid special attention to the
welfare of the troops serving in an admittedly harsh environment.
Recently, steps were taken to provide more hot meals, to set up
an e-mail link with the homefront and to ensure that the troops
are receiving all necessary toiletries.

The National Security Council staff believes that the Department
of Defense, the Army and the local commanders are fully engaged
in monitoring morale and that they are vigorously addressing the
problems identified in the Post article.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum to Thomas McLarty at Tab I.

Attachments
Tab I Memorandum to Thomas McLarty

Tab A DoD Memoranda Describing Response to Post Article
Tab II Incoming Correspondence
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GI Wives Al

Speak Out
In Anger

Activist Women
On Army Base

By Tamara Jones

Washingios Post Stall Writar
FORT DRUM, N.Y., Oct.
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FORT DRUM, From Al (v

uting bracelets at malls and taking a very public
stance against the U.S. role in Somalia.

“Womea are more willing to speak out now than
dminxViemmbecausethemledtbgmfe.
whether civilian or military wife, is a Jot differeat
now,” Galloway said. .

Sophisticated technology and telecommunica-
tions also mean that the military wife has become
far more informed about her husband’s mission and
political issues surrounding it. Besides watching
C-SPAN to follow legislative debates on Somalia,
the wives can use electronic mail to stay in more
immediate touch with their husbands.

Quaﬁomthesewomenaskgohrbcyond.
“When can my busband come home?” .

'Today.theydemndedwknowwinnhmd:q;
Somali warlords, why Defense Secretary Les Aspin

“The: through tennis shoes like crazy over
mmnecme who said she has had to fend
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" but she finds that bein,

Tug WAsHINGTON POST_
FRDAY, OCTOBER 8,199

their anger.” He said the commanding general did
not want the media to hear those concerns.

" Today, in the DeGrace's tidy living room, the
women seemed surprised at their anger. They told

" proud stories of relatives who died in Vietnam, an

uncle still listed as missing in action there, 3 fa-
ther-in-law who survived the Battle of the Bulge.
. They expressed concern that their new-|

© activism might tarnish their husbands’ careers.
- Bat, DeGrace said, “We're doing this for |

because we love them, we're proud of them and
we want them home.”

DeGrace has drafted an open letter seeking
public support, and the wives plan to distribute
copies in parking lots, grocery stores and malls in
nearyy Watertown,

*“Why should we feel pity for these people when
they rejoice over our dead?” the leaflet asks.

“The mission they went there to do is humai-
itarian,” Galloway said, “not to go over and set up
a government and patrol the streets as police, like
in Vietnam.”

When DeGrace wore a T-shirt on base with a
slogan comparing Somalia to Vietnam, she said, a
man scolded her for endangering morale. Un-
daunted, she plans to paint signs and plant them in
front yards with the simple message: “Bring our
soldiers home.” -

Galloway said she will be there too with the 5-
moath-old daughter who she fears may never
lmow her father. She considers herself a patriot

g tested. “ any' j hap-
pens to my husband in Somalia,” she said, “T'll tell
you what: I'd be the first to burn the American
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 14, 1993

PRESS CONFERENCE BY THE PRESIDENT

The Briefing Room
10:21 A.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I'm
sorry I am a little late, but I just finally got through to
Ambassador Oakley, and I wanted to have a chance to speak with him
directly for a couple of minutes before I came out here.

I also spoke with Mrs. Durant this morning to
congratulate here and to wish her well. Obviously, she is very
happy. She has now had an extended conversation with her husband.
And he is, as you know, in a U.N. field hospital in Mogadishu. But
he will be going to Germany as soon as the doctors say that he can
travel. And then, as soon as possible, he'll be back home with his
family and his friends.

.I welcome his release, and I want to express my deepest
thanks to the African leaders who pressed hard for it and to Bob
Oakley, the International Red Cross, and to the United Nations, to
all who have worked on this for the last several days.

Over the past week, since the United States announced
its intention to strengthen our forces in Somalia, as well as to
revitalize the diplomatic initiative and send Bob Oakley back, we
have seen some hopeful actions -- the release of Michael Durant and
the Nigerian peacekeeper, the cessation of attacks on the United
States and U.N. peacekeepers. That demonstrates that we are moving
in the right direction and that we are making progress.

Our firm position on holding Durant's captors
responsible for his well-being and demanding his release, I think,
send a strong message that was obviously heard. Now, we have to
maintain our commitment to finishing the job we started. TIt's not
our job to rebuild Somalia's society or its political structure. The
Somalis have to do that for themselves. And I welcome the help of
the African leaders who have expressed their commitment to working
with us and with them.

But we have to give them enough time to have a chance to
do that, to have a chance not to see the situation revert to the way
it was before the United States and the United Nations intervened to
prevent the tragedy late last year.

I want to also emphasize that we made no deals to secure
the release of Chief Warrant Officer Durant. We had strong resolve,
we showed that we were willing to support the resumption of the peace
process, and we showed that we were determined to protect our
soldiers and to react when appropriate by strengthening our position
there. TI think the policy was plainly right. But there was no deal.

- If you have any questions, I'll be glad to try to answer
them.

Q Mr. President, there's still a $25,000 bounty on
Mr. Aideed. Would you still like to see Mr. Aideed arrested? Do you

MORE



think that's appropriate? And do you think that the United Nations
now should release Mr. Aideed's forces that it's captured recently?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me answer the first question.
The United States position is that we have a U.N. resolution which
says that there must be some resolution of the unconscionable
incident which started this whole thing, which was the murder. of 24
Pakistani peacekeepers who were not there in battle, but were simply
there, doing the job that we all went there to do -- the humanitarian
mission. I think that it's very important to remember that.

It is further our position that we cannot afford to have
any police work that we were asked to do as part of the U.N. mission
be transformed into a military endeavor that, in effect, made many
pecple believe that there was no longer a diplomatic initiative going
on in Somalia. So there still has to be some resolution of that. We
have a U.N. resolution, and we ought to pursue it. Now, there may be
other ways to do it, and I am open to that.

As far as the release of any people concerned, that will
obviously be up to the United Nations. But they have to consider
what our obligations are with regard to the murder of the Pakistani
peacekeepers. That's what started this whole thing.

Q Mr. President, isn't it pretty clear, though, that
he must have -- Aideed must have been given some immunity from
arrest, because he talked to reporters? He seems to be pretty
available. You don't seem to be laying a glove on him. Have you
called off the dogs?

THE PRESIDENT: There was no deal made, I can tell you
that. We have taken account of the behavior of others on the ground
there, and we will continue to do that. But for the next few days,
we have to work through what the resolution will be of the U.N.
requirement that got us all into the position we were in last week,
which is that we have to have some means of resolving what happened
to the Pakistanis, who were clearly not in anybody's combat, were
just doing their jobs. And we have to do it.

Q Well, do you hold him responsible?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we have to -- he offered, if you
remember, an independent commission to look into that. The United
Nations asked the United States to attempt to arrest him and to go
out of our way not to hurt him while arresting him because he was
suspected of being responsible. So if he's willing to have somebody
that we can all trust look into that, then that's something I think
that Mr. Oakley is certainly willing to entertain over there.

Q Mr. President, despite your success today, there's
been a lot of criticism that U.S. foreign policy has been run in
naive and somewhat disorganized way. What's your response to that?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I can tell you first of all, I've
had people who were involved in the two previous administrations say
that our national security decision-making process was at least as
good as the two in the previous ones, perhaps better. Secondly, I
think on the things that really -- the biggest issues affecting the
future and the security of the United States, we have a good record.

We have done very well with Russia, the most important
issue. We have set up a system that did not exist before we came to
office to deal with the other republics of the former Soviet Union
and to work on nuclear issues and other issues. I think we have done
quite well with the Middle East peace process and with its aftermath.
I think we have done well to establish the groundwork of a new basis
of a relationship with Japan and with Asia generally. We have
certainly put nonproliferation on a higher plane than it was there
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before. I think we did very well. We had the most successful -- the
United States had the most successful meeting of the G~7 in over a
decade. That was clear. The first time in 10 years we were
complimented instead of criticized, making real progress there.

So I think that the people who say that because of what
happened in Somalia last week have a pretty weak reed to stand on.
And in terms of Haiti -- and maybe we can get to that -- there was --
when I took office, what we had was everybody in Haiti thinking about
whether they could leave and come to the United States because they
thought there was no way that anybody would ever stick up for the
democratic process in Haiti; and the fact that two-thirds of the
people voted for somebody to lead their country that was then ousted
by the old regime. At least we have made an effort to try to change
that. And I assure you that my determination there is as strong as
ever.

So I think that -- it's easy to second-guess. When you
get into something like Somalia, I think anybody who really thought
about it at the time the decision was made, I supported it. I think
it was the right thing to do. I think we went there for the right
motives. But you had to know when we went there that there was --
that, a, that there was no way America was going to get out in
January and because there was no political process in place there
that could have given the Somalis a chance to survive: and, b, that
there was every chance that someone, for their own reasons, at some
point during this mission, might kill some peacekeepers, which would
complicate the mission. :

We are living in a new world. 1It's easy for people who
don't have these responsibilities to use words like "naive" or this
or that or the other thing. The truth is, we're living in a new and
different world, and we've got to try to chart a course that is the
right course for the United States to lead, while avoiding things
that we cannot do, or things that impose cost in human and financial
terms that are unacceptable for us. But I think that in this new
world, we've made a pretty good beginning, and clearly on the things
that affect us most.

Q Mr. President, you were very clear last week in
saying that you did not want your reaction to events in Somalia to be
the wrong signal to the world's thugs and bullies. I wonder, sir, if
it occurs to you that the events of Haiti may indicate that that
signal was sent anyway?

THE PRESIDENT: No. The problem we had in Haiti with
the boat was that we sent 200 Seabees over there who were
commissioned specifically to train military officers to do more work
to rebuild the country. They were lightly armed, they were not in
any way -- they were not peacekeepers or peacemakers.

I would remind you that the Governors Island agreement
basically was an agreement among all the major parties in Haiti which
clearly set forth the fact that they did not want other countries'
forces or a U.N. force coming in there to provide law and order.

They wanted French-speaking forces to come in and retrain the police
force. They wanted French-speaking Canadians and the United States
to come in and retrain the Army to rebuild the country.

So those people were simply not able or ever authorized
to pursue any mission other than that. I was not about to put 200
American Seabees into a potentially dangerous situation for which
they were neither trained nor armed to deal with at that moment. And
I did not want to leave the boat in the harbor so that that became
the symbol of the debate. I pulled the boat out of the harbor to
emphasize that the Haitian parties themselves who were still there in
Haiti are responsible for violating the Governors Island Agreement.
We moved immediately to reimpose sanctions to include oil. We are
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going to do some more things unilaterally in the next day or two.
And I think that we still have a chance to get this done. Because
the people who were there who don't want to give up power agreed to
the Governors Island Agreement, and we're going to do our best to
hold them to it.

Q You don't think that those thugs on the dock there
in Haiti were encouraged by the events in Somalia, to try what they
tried?

THE PRESIDENT: They may or may not have been, but
they're going to be sadly disappointed. I think those people on the
docks in Haiti were probably the hired hands of the elites that don't
want democracy to come to Haiti. So I don't they had drawn any
sophisticated interpretation from world events. But if they didg,
they ought to look at what else has happened in Somalia. Look at the
way we have bolstered our forces. Look at the reports in the
newspaper today.

What we've done in Somalia -- let me go back to that --
is consistent with our original mission. We did not go there to
prove we could win military battles. No one seriously questions the
fact that we could clean out that whole section of Mogadishu at
minimum loss to ourselves if that's what we wanted to do.

The reports today say that 300 Somalis were killed and
700 more were wounded in the flreflght that cost our people their
lives last week. That is not our mission. We did not go there to do
that. We cannot let a charge we got under a U.N. resolution to do
some police work, which is essentially what it is, to arrest suspects
turn into a mllltary mission. But the people in Haiti would be sadly
misguided if they think the United States has weakened its resolve to
see that democracy -- the expressed will of two-thirds of the people
of Haiti.

I noticed Congressman Kennedy on the television this
morning saying that President Aristide won an election victory with a
higher percentage of the vote than any leader in the Western
Hemisphere. And he can't even get into office. We're going to try
to change that.

Let me just make one other comment about Haiti. This is
very important to me. In addition to President Aristide, there is a
government that has been struggling mightily to function in Haiti,
headed by Prime Minister Malval, a businessperson, a person who
basically did not ask for the respon51b111t1es that he has
undertaken. I want to send a clear signal today, too, that the
United States is very concerned about his ability to function and his
personal safety and the safety of his government. That is very
1mportant to us. Malval is key to making this whole thing work. He
is recognized as a stabilizing figure, as a person who will work with
all 51des, as a person who will be fair to everybody. And it would
be again a grave error to underestimate the extent to which this
country regards him as an important part of the ultimate solution.

Q Mr. President, I'd like to go back to what you said
about Aideed, because it appears that you've opened the door to leave
him a way out this morning, when you said that we have to take into
account what others did on the ground there. Do you think there's a
possibility that Aideed was not directly responsible for the attack.
on the Pakistani U.N. forces? Aand do you believe there's also a
possibility that Aideed could now become part of the political
process and indeed may someday become president?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me answer the questions
somewhat separately. First of all, to take the second question.
What happened over the last several weeks -- and let me back up and
say =-- I understood why the United States was thought to have the
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only capacity to pursue the police function, once the Pakistanis were
killed. But keep in mind what that function was. That function was
to arrest people suspected of being involved in that, not to be judge
and jury, not to say we know exactly what happened, not to find
people guilty in advance.

So our young soldiers, at significant risk to
themselves, went out of their way to capture people without killing
them. As a consequence, however, because of the circumstances, as we
all know, several of them lost their lives and hundreds of Somalis
who were fighting them, either with weapons or by getting in their
way, lost their lives.

Now, that never should have been allowed to supplant --
as I said at the United Nations, before this incident occurred --
that never should have been allowed to supplant the political process
that was ongoing when we were in effective control up through last
May. -

So we had to start the political process again. We have
no interest in keeping any clan or subclan or group of Somalis out of
the political process affecting the future of their people. The clan
structure seems to be the dominant structure in the country. 1It is
not for the United States or for the United Nations to eliminate
whole groups of people from having a role in Somalia's future. The
Somalis must decide that with the help and guidance, I believe
primarily, of the African states and leadership around them, first of
all. _

Secondly, with regard to the specific 1nc1dent, what I
want to do is to see the U.N. resolution honored. That is, we want
to know that there is some effort, honest, unencumbered effort to
investigate what happened to those Paklstanls and to have some
resolution of that, consistent with international law. We cannot
expect the United Natlons to go around the world, whether it's in
Cambodia or Somalia, or any of the many other places we're involved
in peacekeeping, and have people killed and have no resolution of it.

Aideed, himself, as you know, offered in a letter to
President Carter to have a genuinely unbiased commission look into
this and have evidence presented to it. The United Nations may
choose to take a different course in this, but we should honor the
resolution. That is, you asked me a question about Aideed,
personally. I can't answer that. I can say that I belleve in the
strongest terms that the United States should continue to say, if you
want us to be involved in peacekeeping, if peacekeepers get murdered
doing their job, the way the Pakistanis did, and others, there has to
be an effort to look into who did it and to hold those accountable.

If there is another way to do that, that's fine. What I
said at the U.N., I will reiterate: The United States, being a
police officer in Somalia, was turned into the waging of conflict and
a highly personalized battle which undermined the political process.
That is what was wrong, and that is what we have attempted to correct
in the last few days.

Q Mr. President, your statement reassuring Prime
Minister Malval of Haiti about hls personal security raises the
question, of course: Is there a threat to his personal security, and
what happens if somethlng happens to Prime Minister Malval?

THE PRESIDENT: If something happens to him, it would &t
a very difficult situation for the Haitians. It would make President
Aristide's job more difficult, and it would further isolate the
military and police authorities there, and the people who are
sponsoring them from the international community. I hope that he is
not in danger. I do not have any information that he is in imminent
danger. He's continuing to function, but if you know how he works
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down there, I mean, he has very limited security, he does a lot of
work out of his home, he has not constructed a military apparatus
around himself. He really is a good citizen serving his country, and
he is a necessary part of the glue that would permit President
Aristide to go back down there.

Keep in mind, Aristide gave these people amnesty. The
truth is, a lot of them never though he'd do it. I know -- there are
people who have criticized Aristide, who say that, you know, maybe
he's not really a political person, can't do this. All I know is
that in our dealings with him, he has done what he said he would do.
And I think they were disoriented by the fact that he issued the
amnesty order when they didn't think he would. And I am genuinely
concerned that the forces in Haiti -- let me back up and say -- they
signed off on the Governors Island agreement because they realized
that the sanctions were having a crushing blow on them. And in the
end, they and the people who were funding a lot of their activities
understood that it was going to cost them more to stay with the
present course than to permit this transition to democracy.

And what we're trying to do now -- our policy clearly is
to remind them of why they signed off in the first place in the most
forceful terms and to make it absolutely clear that no one in the
international community is going to walk away from our previous
policy toward Haiti if they don't honor their commitments under that
agreement.

Q Mr. President, would your experiences this month in
Somalia and Haiti make you more cautious about sending American
peacekeepers to Bosnia?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, my experiences in Somalia would
make me more cautious about having any Americans in a peacekeeping
role where there was any ambiguity at all about what the range of
decisions were which could be made by a command other than an
American command with direct accountability to the United States
here.

Now, to be fair, our troops in Somalia were under an
American commander. And even though General Bir was the overall
commander, it was clear always that General Hoar, here in the United
States, was the commanding officer of General Montgomery. But
because we got a general charge from the U.N. to try to arrest people
suspected of being involved in the killing of the Pakistani soldiers,
not every tactical decision had to be cleared here through General
Hoar.

What I've made clear all along, the reason I've said
that I thought that any Bosnian operation would have to be operated
through NATO -- the Supreme Allied Commander in Europe is an American
general that talks every day to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, that works in very clear cooperation with the other NATO
forces. They have drilled together. They have trained together.
They have trained together. They have worked together. It is a much
more coherent military operation. And I would have a far higher
level of confidence about not only the safety of our troops, but our
ability to deal with that as a NATO operation. It's a whole
different issue, Bosnia, but I would have much higher level of
confidence there.

With the U.N. -- let me just say, to go back to the U.N.
== I still believe that U.N. peacekeeping is important. And I still
believe that America can play a role in that. But when you're
talking about resolving longstanding political disputes, the United
States as the world's only superpower is no more able to do that for
other people than we were 30 years ago, or 20 years ago.

That's why if you go back and look at Somalia, what's
going to happen here, and compare it to what the U.N. did in
Cambodia, where the U.N. went into Cambodia first of all with this



theory about what they had to do to or with the Khmer Rouge, and then
they moved away from any kind of military approach and sent a lot of
very brave peacekeepers, none of whom were Americans and some of whom
lost their lives -- Japanese and others -- they worked through the
politics of Cambodia by, in effect, creating a process in which the
local people had to take responsibility for their own future. If we
are going to do that kind of work, we ought to take the Cambodian
model in Somalia and everyplace else.

Where we have to do peacekeeping, if we're going to do
that in a unified command, even if the Americans are always under
American forces, we have got to make the kind of changes in the
United Nations that I advocated in my speech to the U.N. We have got
to have that international peacekeeping apparatus far better
organized than it is now. And if you go back to the U.N. speech, it
receives little notice because of the momentary and important crises
in Somalia and elsewhere. But the reorganlzatlon of the peacekeeping
apparatus of the U.N. is an urgent mission because keep in mind, the
U.N. peacekeepers with no American soldiers there are involved all
over the world now, and they have done an awful lot of good work.

But we plainly have to reorganize that and strengthen that. Got to
go. Thank you.

Q Would you support the blockade in Haiti, President
Clinton? Would you support a blockade?

THE PRESIDENT: I support strongly enforcing the
sanctions and -- I want to answer that. I support strongly enforc1ng
these sanctions -- strongly. And over the next few days we will be
announcing the form in which the sanctions enforcement will take
place.

Thank you.

Q Is that a yes or a no?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the word "blockade" is a term of
art in international law, which is associated with a declaration of
war, so I have to --

Q How about patrols?

THE PRESIDENT: I have to be careful in using that word,
but I think that we have to enforce the sanctions.

END 10:44 A.M. EDT
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