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COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS PLEDGE TO BRING
EARLY READING PROGRAMS TO 1 MILLION CHILDREN
IN NEEDY INNER-CITY, RURAL COMMUNITIES

WASHINGTON, DC. —~ The National Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC)
anno—ced tocy that its member Health Centers throughout the country will work in partnership
with other key literacy and health care organizations to establish Reach Out and Read programs
reachi=g at least 1 million parents and children by the year 2000.

“It is crystal ciear to us,” said NACHC Policy Director Dan Hawkins, “that because of where
Healt: Centers are located and whom they serve, their communities - and the children they care
for - have the most to gain from early reading programs.” Mr. Hawkins noted that 950
Community Health Centers serve nearly 10 million low income children and adults living in
medicelly underserved urban and rural communities in every state and the District of Columbia.
More than 2 mullion of their patients are pre-school children -- the target population for the
Presidant’s America Reads challenge.

*The evidence is compelling that having parents read to infants and toddlers can make a huge
differesce in their intellectual development,” stated Dr. Thomas Curtin, MD, Director of Health
Professions and Clinical Affairs for NACHC, “and making this an integral part of our pediatric
patient care makes eminent sense.” Health Centers already use interdisciplinary teams of
physicians, other health professionals, and community residents to offer a wide range of primary
and preventive medical and dental care, as well as health education, community outreach,
transpertation, and support programs (including literacy and other educational programs) in
collaboration with other organizations and agencies like schools, Head Start programs, and
homeless shelters.

"We applaud the President and First Lady for their leadership in this vital undertaking,” said
NACHC National Chairman James Couch of Atlanta, *and we pledge to do all we can to make
this an overwhelming success. We do so especially because it is the right thing to do, for our
children and our communities.” Mr. Couch added that Health Centers contribute to the strength
and well being of their communities in several ways, keeping children healthy and in school and
helping adults to remain productive at work. They employ more than 50,000 persons, many of
whom are community residents, and help to retain other local businesses and stabilize
neighborhoods by stimulating community and economic development. And they make a
difference in the health of the people they serve, with studies crediting them for reducing infant
mortality, improving immunization and prenatal care rates, and increasing the use of preventive
health services among their patients.
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FiIrst Book

1319 F Street, N.W.

Suite 500

Washington, D.C. 20004
Phone (202) 393-1222
Fax (202) 628-1268

CHRISTINE BENERO

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Christine Benero is the Chief Executive Officer of First Book, a
nation non-profit organization committed to giving disadvantaged
children their own new books to read and to keep. First Book works
with existing comomnity-based tutoring, mentoring, and family-
literacy programs to reach the hardest-to-reach children. 1In 1997
First Book will deliver nearly two million new books to children
who need them the most.

Christine received her Masters of Rducation degree from Harvard
University and currently serves as the Chair of the Coalition for
America's Children.
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One Boston Medical Center Place
Boston. MA 02118-2393

Tek 617 638 5000

Tet 617 534 5000

Perri Klass, M.D. is a pediatrician who serves as Medical Director of Reach Out and Read at
Boston Medical Center, where she is Assistant Professor of Pediatrics. She has trained pediarricians in
Boston and around the country in literacy development, in how to counsel parents about books and looking
at books with their children, and in how 10 integrate books and literacy into routine pediatric care. Dr.
Klass also bas a pediatric primary care practice at Dorchester House, a neighborhood health center in
Boston, where she is part of an active health center Reach Out and Read program, giving books to patients
at their well-child visits.

Dr. Klass is an extensively published writer, whose rmost recent books include Other Women’s
Children. a novel, and Baby Doctor; A Pediatrician’s Traiging, a collection of essays. Her short stories
have won five O. Herry Awards and have been widely anthologized, and her essays and journalism have
appeared in The New York Times Magazine, Parenting, Discover, Esquire, American Health, and many
other newspapers and magazines.

Through her work with Reach Out and Read, Dr. Klass has been able to integrate her commitment
to the health care of young children with her love of books, stories, and the written word. In an essay on the
program, she wrote, “When 1 think about children growing up io homes withour books, I have the same
visceral reaction as [ have when I think of children in homes without milk or food or heat: It cannot be, it
must not be. [t stunts them and deprives them before they’ve had a fair chance.”



RICHARD ROBINSON
Chairman of the Board, President
and Chief Executive Officer
Scholastic Corp.

RICHARD ROBINSON, Chairman of the Board, President, and Chief Executive Officer
of Scholastic Inc., who began his career as a high school English teacher in Evanston, Illinois,
joined Scholastic in 1962 as an Assistant Editor of Literary Cavalcade magazine and then Editor
of Scholastic's Literature Units. In 1964, he founded the company's most successful periodical,
Scope, a high-interest English reading magazine, for which he served as Editor until 1966, when
he became Editonal Director for Scholastic's English and Language Arts Department, including
four magazines, text programs, and book clubs.

In April, 1971, he became Vice President and Publisher for Scholastic's School Division,
comprising 80% of the company's business and was elected the company's President in 1974 and
Chief Executive Officer in March, 1975. After the death of his father, M.R. Robinson, the
company's founder in 1920, he was elected to the additional position of Chairman of the Board in
March, 1982.

Since 1980, under Mr. Robinson's direction, Scholastic has moved substantially into the
new technologies in education. The company now publishes two magazines in the computer
field, Electronic Learning for educators and Home Office Computing, published for users of
personal computers at home. The company is also the largest publisher of classroom magazines
and children's books in the English-speaking world, as well as a leading publisher of
supplementary texts and sponsored educational materials.

Born in Pitisburgh, Pennsylvania in May, 1937, Mr. Robinson is a magna cum laude/Phi
Betta Kappa graduate of Harvard College and studied at St. Catherine's College, Cambridge

University, England and Teachers College, Columbia.
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‘80s8. I was recently in Cleveland and I can remember the kinds
of things that were said about Cleveland not so very long ago.
And going there is such an uplifting experience now because the
business community, the religious community, the community
leadership, individuals from every walk of life joined together
to really rebuild that city. And not just in the visible way
that we see with new construction, but really at the grass-roots
level in reaching out to people.

So I'm very optimistic, although I'm realistic as
well, I think.

Thank you all.

Q This is our "Born To Read" diaper bag. We
don't get to give diaper bags to the First Lady -- (1aughter )
And a little T-shirt maybe Socks could wear.

MRS. CLINTON: That is so cute. Thank you. Nobody
thinks I'm trying it on. (Laughter.) Thank.you very much.

END
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The Challenge

As part of a healthy childhood, the American of Pediatrics is
recommending a "prescription" for daily reading become a standard
of care at all healthy child visits for children ages six months
to five years. .Doctors will advise parents on ways to stimulate
and support their children's cognitive growth and development,
through reading and other activities.

Children who do not have access to their own first books will have
their prescription filled by the cooperative efforts of Scholastic,
Inc., The American Library Association, Reach Out and Read, the
National Association of Community Health Centers, the National
Association of Children's Hospitals, Random House Inc., Reading Is
Fundamental, Mellon Trust, the National Association of Chain Drug
Stores and First Book.

The Commitments

o As part of their commitment to America Reads, Scholastic Inc.
and their partner First Book will £fill the prescription of
200, 000 new -books through a partnership with pediatricians and
health care professionals participating in Reach Out and Read
and Born to Read programs;

° For every $100,000 raised in the support of Prescription for
Reading, Scholastic will contribute an additional 5000 books;
for every $500,000 contributed, an additional 35,000 books and
for every $1 million, 100,000 new books;

° The American Library Association will work with the nation's
16,000 public libraries to establish Born to Read programs,
promoting partnerships between 1librarians and health care
professionals teaching the critical importance of reading and
preschool learning to parents of the 4 million babies born
each year;

° Random House Inc will contribute 5000 books a month for twelve
months, totaling 60,000 new books to pediatric Reach Out And
Read programs;

o Reading Is Fundamental has pledges that by the end of the year
2000, the organization will provide its reading services and
books to an additional 200,000 of America's youngest children;

o Mellon Trust in Boston has announced a $100,000 grant to Reach
Out and Read and issues a challenge to other companies to
match its $100,000 contribution.

o The Reach Out and Read National Training Center at Boston
Medical Center will train 10,000 pediatricians and pediatric
residents by the year 2000 to implement Reach Out and Read
programs in their local communities;
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) The American Academy of Pediatrics will provide its 53,000
members a specially designed prescription pad to promote daily
reading and appropriate activities stimulating a child's early
learning. It will also distribute to its membership,
checklists for parents and developmental milestones so that
they can measure their child's growth and development.

° The National Association of Children's Hospitals will
challenge its 150 member hospitals to serve as training sites
for Reach Out and Read programs and to triple the number of
Reach Out and Read programs currently operating in children's
hospitals across the country by the year 2000. NACHRI will
also disseminate information through its children's hospital
members to parents about the importance of early reading and

[ The National Association of Community Health Centers' 950
member health centers will implement Reach Out and Read
programs, reaching 1,000,000 parents and children by the year
2000;

o The American Booksellers Association - through its 3700 member
bookstore companies across the country - will recruit 50,000
reading tutors and other volunteers for the AMERICA READS
CHALLENGE, linking volunteers to health care professionals
working with early reading and 1literacy programs. The
recruitment drive will be launched at BOOKREXPO AMERICA the end
of May. Additionally, any new children's books remaining
following the convention will be distributed through First
Book to Reach Out and Read Programs;

() The National Chain Drug Store Association, through their 3000
member community pharmacies, will distribute reading tips for
parents and suggested book titles to parents coming to the
pharmacy to obtain medicines for their children;

() ABC, Inc. will produce a special Children First public service
announcement highlighting the importance of , reading to
children on a daily basis.

The Prescription for Reading Challenge calls on business leaders,
publishers, health care providers, literacy programs, publishers,
and others to join in creating a healthy future for our youngest
citizens.




































First Lady Announces National Partnership to Prescribe Reading to Infants and Toddlers
DRAFT DRAFT

“There are few things that I believe could make a more dramatic difference over the next 10 years in
this country than to persuade parents of all educational and economic levels to take this mission of
reading to and talking with their young babies seriously.”

-- First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, January 10, 1997

New Partnership to Prescribe Reading and Ensure That Children Who Come to the Doctor Have
Access to Books. The First Lady is pleased to announce that a new partnership is forming to prescribe
reading to infants and toddlers. Pediatricians, hosptials, health centers, book publishers and libraries are
coming together to make sure that infants and toddlers who come to the doctor have access to books and
are read to regularly.

The new partnership has already secured:

- More than 250,000 books to be distributed through health clinics and centers around the country;

- Commitments to train 10,000 pediatricians and 950 community health centers to prescribe reading
and provide books to children by the year 2000.

The partnership, led by Scholastic Inc., First Book, and Reach Out and Read, includes the
American Academy of Pediatrics, National Association of Community Health Centers, National
Association of Children’s Hospitals and Related Institutions, American Library Association, Reading Is
Fundamental, Random House, Mellon Trust, American Booksellers Association, and the National Chain
Drug Store Association, and seeks additional partners.

Reach Out and Read is already being used in more than 80 health centers and hospitals around the
country. Through this program, health care professionals are prescribing reading, using books in well-
visits, and giving books to children -- often the first in their home.

Call to Ensure That Every Child Under Age Five Is Read to Regularly by the Year 2000. The First
Lady is calling for every community to come together around its local library in partnership with local
health providers to help encourage reading to young children and ensure that every child under age five
1s read to regularly by the year 2000. Today, less than half of all parents read to their children regularly
[check]. Research shows that low-income parents who are prescribed reading and given books when
they visit the doctor are four times more likely to report reading to their children {AmMA, A1DC. 891},

Response to the President’s America Reads Challenge and The First Lady’s Call For a National
Effort to Prescribe Reading to Infants and Toddlers. Today’s announcement is in direct response to
the First Lady’s call in January for a national effort to build on the existing efforts to prescribe reading --
by programs such as Reach Out and Read and the American Library Association’s Born to Read -- and
to the President’s America Reads Challenge to help parents be their children’s first teacher and ensure
that every child can read well by the end of third grade.

The White House Conference on Early Childhood Development and Learning Will Underscore
the Importance of Reading to Infants and Toddlers. 7he White House Conference on Early
Childhood Development and Learning: What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest
Children will explore new research that shows that reading to children in their first few years actually
helps their brain to grow in addition to enhancing their emotional and social development and laying the
groundwork for vocabulary and later reading success. As a result, the American Academy of Pediatrics
is announcing that it is making prescribing reading to infants and toddlers part of standard pediatric care
and pediatric medical education.
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SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16,

FINAL

1997

WASHINGTON, D.C.

LEAD ADVANCE:

DAVID NESLEN

ADOPTION EVENT WHCA 4101
PRESS ADVANCE: SAM MYERS, JR
ADOPTION EVENT 703/591-0333 Home
SCHEDULER: JOHN FUNDERBURK
202/456-5315 Office
202/456-5340 Fax
202/244-7969 Home
WHCA 4461
PREV RON The White House
1:30 pm - PRIVATE MEETING
1:50 pm Map Room
CLOSED PRESS\NO WH PHOTO
2:00 pm - PRIVATE MEETING
2:30 pm Map Room
CLOSED PRESS\NO WH PHOTO
3:00 pm - PRESCRIPTION FOR READING EVENT
3:30 pm Roosevelt Room

OPEN PRESS\NETWORK POOL

FORMAT:

-- HRC opens and introduces Dr.

Robert Hannemann

(President, Academy of Pediatrics)

-- Dr.

& Read)

Robert Hannemann makes brief remarks and
introduces Barry Zuckerman (Founder,

Reach Out

-- Barry Zuckerman makes brief remarks and
introduces Dick Robinson (Scholastic

Representative)

-- Dick Robinson makes brief remarks and closes.

- HRC departs.

PRGE:B81/83
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3:40 pm - PRIVATE MEETING
4:15 pm Resgidence
CLOSED PRESS\NO WH PHOTO
4:25 pm PROCEED to 0ld Executive Office Building
4:30 pm- COUNCIL FOR JEWISH FEDERATION EVENT
4:45 pm Room 450, OEOB
CLOSED PRESS\WH PHOTO ONLY
FORMAT:
- Lynn Lyss, Chairperson, National Jewish
Community Relations Advisory Council,
introduces HRC.
—n HRC makes brief remarks from podium.
== Following remarks, HRC departs.
PARTICIPANTS: Approximately 200 Federation Leaders
5:00 pm BRIEFING
5:30 pm ° Map Room
CLOSED PRESS
5:30 pm - BRIEFING
6:00 pm Map Room
CLOSED PRESS
7:25 pm DEPART South Portico
EN ROUTE Korean Ambassador's Residence
4801 Glenbrook Road, NW
(drive time: 15 minutes]
7:40 pm ARRIVE Korean Ambassador's Residence
Greeters:
- Ambassador Park Kun-Woo
- Mrs. Park
- Al Hunt

- Bill Pierce, President, National Council for Adoption
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7:45 pm - NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ADOPTION DINNER

8:05 pm Korean Ambassador's Residence
OPEN PRESS :

FORMAT:

-- Al Hunt will open and introduce Mrs. Lou
Davidson.

-- Mrs. Lou Davidson makes brief remarks,
introduces HRC and presents HRC with the
¥Bully Pulpit Awardg.

-- HRC makes remarks.

-- Following remarks, HRC departs.

8:10 pm DEPART Korean Ambassador's Residence
EN ROUTE The White House
[drive time: 15 minutes]

8:25 pm ARRIVE South Portico

RON The White House
WASHINGTON, D.C. EVENTS:

KENNEDY CENTER

- Shear Madness
- The King and I
- Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival

ARENA STAGE
- Sunday in the Park with George

FORD’S THEATER
- Paper Moon

NATIONAL THEATER:
- Chicago

WEATHER FORECAST POR WASHINGTON, D.C.

- Increasing clouds with a chance for rain showers by evening.
Wind south at 10 to 18 knots. Low 46 High 68.



First Lady Announces National Partnership to Prescribe Reading to Infants and Toddlers
April 16, 1997

“There are few things that [ believe could make a more dramatic difference over the next 10 years in
this country than to persuade parents of all educational and economic levels to take this mission of
reading to and talking with their young babies seriously."”

-- First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, January 10, 1997

New Partnership to Prescribe Reading and Ensure That Children Who Come to the Doctor Have
Access to Books. The First Lady is pleased to announce that a new national partnership has been created
to prescribe reading to infants and toddlers. Pediatricians, hospitals, health centers, book publishers,
libraries and others are coming together to make sure that infants and toddlers who come to the doctor
have access to books and are read to regularly. The American Academy of Pediatrics is recommending
that pediatricians prescribe reading to infants and toddlers as part of standard pediatric care.

The New Partnership Has Already Secured:
- More than 250,000 books to be distributed through health clinics and centers around the country;

- Commitments to train 10,000 pediatricians and 950 community health centers to prescribe reading
and provide books to hundreds of thousands of children by the year 2000.

The Partnership, Led by Scholastic Inc., First Book, and Reach Out and Read, includes the
American Academy of Pediatrics, National Association of Community Health Centers, National
Association of Children’s Hospitals and Related Institutions, American Library Association, Random
House, Irving Harris and the Harris Foundation, Annie E. Casey Foundation, American Booksellers
Association, Association of American Publishers, Mellon Trust, Dreyfus Corporation, ABC Television,
Reading Is Fundamental, National Association of Chain Drug Stores, and the National Community
Pharmacists Association, and seeks additional partners.

Under the Reach Out and Read program, volunteers read to children in waiting rooms, health care
providers prescribe reading, use books in well-visits, and give books to children at the end of a visit. This
model program is already being used in more than 80 health centers and hospitals around the country.

Call to Ensure That by the Year 2000 Every Child Under Age Five Is Read to Regularly. The First
Lady is calling for every community to come together using its local library in partnership with local
health providers to help encourage reading to young children and ensure that every child under age five is
read to regularly by the year 2000. Today, only 39% of parents with children under three read to their
children daily {Commonwealth Fund, 1996). Research shows that when doctors prescribe reading and give books
to low-income parents and their children, these parents are four times more likely to read to their children

{AMA, AJDC. 8/91].

Response to the President’s America Reads Challenge and the First Lady’s Call for a National
Effort to Prescribe Reading to Infants and Toddlers. Today’s announcement is in direct response to
the First Lady’s call in January for a national effort to build on the existing efforts to prescribe reading --
by programs such as Reach Out and Read and the American Library Association’s Born to Read -- and to
the President’s America Reads Challenge to help parents be their children’s first teachers and ensure that
every child can read well by the end of third grade.

The White House Conference on Early Childhood Development and Learning Will Underscore the
Importance of Reading to Infants and Toddlers. The White House Conference on Early Childhood
Development and Learning: What New Research on the Brain Tells Us About Our Youngest Children will
explore new research that shows that reading to children in their first few years actually helps their brain
to grow in addition to enhancing their emotional and social development and laying the groundwork for
vocabulary and later educational success.




















