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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS TO THE INTERNATIONAL NGO COMMUNITY AT A FORUM
OF THE U.N. WORLD SUMMIT ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
COPENHAGEN, DENMARK
MARCH 7, 1995

I am honored to participate in this historic gathering,
where civic, religious, and social organizations as well as
government leaders from around the world are uniting in the fight
to eradicate absolute poverty, create jobs, and empower women and
men to become full participants in their societies.

It is a special privilege to be in Copenhagen to speak to a
gathering that includes so many non-governmental organizations.
Whether they operate in our great cities or in remote villages,
NGOs always have played a vital role in strengthening our global
community. But particularly today, as all nations face new
challenges and choices, the experience and wisdom of NGOs will be
critical in guiding us toward a safer, more just, and unified
world.

The end of the Cold War has created extraordinary new
opportunities for growth and progress. But at the same time,
ethnic strife and civil conflict have erupted across the planet,
depleting our resources, draining our energies, promoting hatred
and intolerance, and imperiling our ideal of a free and open
global society.

Today, too many nations waste precious resources on building
weapons of mass destruction, staging wars, and doing violence to
basic human rights, instead of investing those resources in
people. Too many economic interests lay waste to natural
resources and exploit human ones. Today, too much time is. spent
in naked pursuit of power and profits, instead of working for
peace and prosperity.

It has become fashionable in recent years to assign blame
for the world’s problems to one group of nations or another. I
hope this Summit does not succumb to that temptation. In fact,
every nation needs to rethink its approach to social development
and most nations need to do more for their own people and
humanity.

To meet the goals of this Summit, governments will have to
go about their business in new ways. They will have to rethink
how to protect their most vulnerable populations in a time of
shrinking resources and accelerated global competition. They will
have to respect basic human rights, and that includes the rights
of women and workers to be protected from exploitation and abuse.
And they will have to create conditions that encourage individual
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initiative and a vibrant civic life.

Finally, as my husband said in a speech last week,
governments will have to choose engagement over isolationism.
With our economies and our societies becoming increasingly
interdependent, we must work to create a global community in
which economic growth and social progress result in shared
prosperity and opportunity.

Oon a large scale, there is no better place to start than
with an indefinite and unconditional extension of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. The threat posed by these devastating
weapons endangers all the work we do to end poverty, create jobs,
and empower people to fuller participation in society. Moreover,
I hope that in balancing priorities and resources, all nations
will realize that investing in people, not the acquisition of
nuclear arms, is the way to make their societies stronger. Clean
water, safe sanitation, basic education and health care are
better investments to strengthen societies in both the short and
long term than the acquisition of or increase in nuclear arms.

Two days ago marked the 25th anniversary of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty, now joined by 172 nations that realize that
opposing the spread of nuclear weapons is in their self-interest.
And to further the goals of the Treaty, the United States and
Russia have agreed -- through START I and START II -- to reduce
our own nuclear arsenals. We must all continue the effort to deal
responsibly with this critical issue.

In addressing the world’s social problems, we cannot expect
governments to act alone, particularly in an era of scarce and
scattered resources. Governments need NGOs to monitor their
actions and mobilize them to find innovative solutions to
problems. NGOs also can inspire us to work more effectively with
each other -- within the NGO community and within the community
of nations. That is why the participation of NGOs at this and
other United Nation’s Conferences is so invaluable.

The great social movements of the 19th and 20th centuries in
America -- the abolition of slavery, the right of women to vote,
as well as the civil rights movement would not have been achieved
without the leadership of civic, religious, and social
organizations.

The same is true elsewhere. As Ambassador Somavia knows
well, civic organizations committed to human rights and the rule
of law were instrumental in assuring Chile’s transition to
democracy. Through the work of nuns and lay people in the
Philippines, civic groups in Bulgaria, grassroots organizations
working across Africa and South America, and many others, NGOs
have helped improve the lives of tens of millions of men, women,
children and families struggling to escape tyranny, poverty, and
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social dislocation.

Ultimately, this forum and the Social Summit is about
supporting and building on that work, not for the sake of
governments or ideologies, but for people. It is about putting
people first. And putting people first requires realistic,
workable solutions to complex human problems.

Too often, the assumption is that any solution will
inevitably be costly and complicated. In fact, we have proof to
the contrary. Around the world we see grassroots efforts that
reduce poverty, improve health and education, and promote
individual freedom by building local capacity and community-based
programs.

UNICEF’s decade-long focus on child survival has pioneered
wider use of low-cost strategies from breastfeeding to oral
rehydration therapy to immunizations.

Last year polio was eradicated in the Western Hemisphere by
a multinational effort in which the United States was the lead
donor. And around the world, the percentage of children immunized
against major preventable diseases rose from 20 percent to 80
percent between 1980 and 1990.

In the United States, we have followed the lead of other
nations in our effort to immunize more children. The Clinton
Administration has set a goal of immunizing 90 percent of two-
year-olds by 1996. Already we are making progress: From 1992 to
1993, the rate increased by 12 percent, from 55 to 67 percent.

In South America, the involvement of NGOs teaching pregnant
women self-diagnosis of maternal health problems has resulted in
a dramatic reduction in the infant mortality rate in rural areas.

At the Fabella Hospital in Manila, new mothers stay in the
hospital long enough to learn to nurse their babies, which
promotes a stronger bond between mother and child and increases
the chances of family stability.

And in countries where governments and NGOs have made
voluntary, safe and effective family planning and related health
services available we have seen an improvement not only in the
lives of individuals but in the economic well-being of the

countries.

No person can be freed from the bondage of poverty or fully
integrated into society without the means to earn a living. The
task of nations, and NGOs, is to promote policies that 1lift up
the poorest in society, and to insist on core labor standards
that help stop the exploitation of workers, many of whom are

children.
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Governments must be responsible for promoting disciplined
‘economic policies. In the United States the President is working
to renew the American economy through fiscal policies that have
created new jobs and offered tax breaks for the working poor. His
Administration is also committed to raising the minimum wage.

Investing in education also is essential to individual and
global prosperity. As capital and technology become more mobile,
differences in the quality of labor forces will become that much
more apparent. So here again, we must learn from the successes of
nations where improved educational opportunities have reduced
illiteracy and increased prospects for employment and economic

security.

My husband often says that opportunity should be the reward
for taking responsibility in life. That philosophy is a good
guide when we consider strategies -— governmental and non-
governmental -- to promote greater self-reliance and economic
independence among all our citizens, including the poor and

disenfranchised.

There is no better example of how that philosophy can be put
into action than the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh. Dr. Mohammed
Yunus, the founder of the bank, believes that if you give people
access to credit -- and ask them to take responsibility in return
== they will achieve greater economic and social independence.

Through its small loans to the poorest women in rural areas
of Bangladesh, the Grameen bank not only has improved the
immediate circumstances of thousands of families, it also has
fostered a greater sense of purpose and spirit of community among

rural Bangladeshis.

I only wish every nation shared Dr. Yunus’s appreciation of
the vital role that girls and women play in the economic, social,
and political life of our societies.

Although women comprise 52 percent of the world population,
are the primary caretakers for children and the aged in most
societies, and are a significant presence in the workforce, they
continue to be marginalized in many countries.

Worldwide, more than two-thirds of the children who never
attended school or have dropped out are girls. Of the one billion
people who remain illiterate, two-thirds are women. And a
disproportionate number of the world’s poor are women.

Investing in the health and education of women and girls is
essential to improving global prosperity, and I am glad that this
Summit has endorsed the principle of equal rights and
opportunities for women. In parts of Asia and South America we
have seen the education of girls help 1lift whole populations out
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of poverty. We have seen the education of women enhance their
roles as mothers and increase their participation in civic life.
So we must do more to ensure equal rights for women, along with
equal pay and equal access to health care and education.

Tomorrow, as part of International Women’s Day, it will be
my pleasure to announce a major new United States commitment to
expand educational opportunities for poor girls on three
continents.

I’d like to end by saying that we must all take
responsibility and do our part. Too often we engage in a false
dichotomy that says only governments, or only individuals, are
responsible for solving the world’s problems. In fact, we need a.
partnership, a balance between the two. Simply put, no
government, no NGO, no person can remain idle given the magnitude
of the challenges we face and the uncertainties of the world in

which we live.

For those who are skeptical about our capacity for progress,
I suggest you reflect on the life of one extraordinary man, James
Grant, who passed away last month. Jim may have been more
responsible for saving lives over the past 15 years than any
other person in the world. Millions of children are alive today
because Jim Grant challenged us, set goals for us, and devised
simple, efficient, and affordable methods of intervening on

behalf of children.

His legacy is not only found in the wonderful work that goes
on every day at UNICEF, or in the success of his infant formula
campaign, or in the packages labeled "Oral Rehydration Therapy"
that he would carry around in his pocket and pull out as an
example of one of the easiest and cheapest ways to save
children’s lives.

His legacy is in the jobs that private, voluntary
organizations and other NGOS do day in and day out, throughout.
the world. It is our duty to continue to live up to his challenge
and do our part to save lives. In closing, I ask that as we go
about our business in the months and years ahead, whether we are
in government or the private sector or just acting on our own, we
draw strength and courage from Jim Grant’s example and do justice

to his memory.

Thank you very much.
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DRAFT

CHANGING ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY —- NGOS, MEDIA, BUSINESS,
ACADEMIA, SERVICE & TRADE, LOCAL AUTHORITIES

IT IS A PLEASURE AND A GREAT HONOR TO HAVE BEEN
INVITED TO SPEAK TODAY. I REGRET THAT I WAS UNABLE TO BE
WITH YOU IN PERSON, BUT I AM GRATEFUL FOR YOUR INDULGENCE
IN HAVING ME APPEAR THROUGH VIDEO.

MIDWAY THROUGH THIS DECADE, IT IS FITTING THAT WE
CONSIDER HOW CIVIL SOCIETY ACTIVISTS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO
UN DELIBERATIONS IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELDS. THERE
HAVE BEEN SEVERAL MAJOR CONFERENCES WHOSE OUTCOMES WERE
SHAPED AND ENRICHED BY THE CONTRIBUTION OF
NON=-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY. IN FACT,
AS I WAS CONSIDERING WHAT ISSUES TO RAISE WITH YOU TODAY,
IT OCCURRED TO ME HOW DRAMATICALLY NGOS HAVE CHANGED OVER
THE YEARS.

THE IMPORTANCE AND VITALITY OF THE NGO COMMUNITY WAS
ESPECIALLY BROUGHT BHOME TO ME WHEN I PARTICIPATED IN THE
NGO FORUM AT THE COPENHAGEN WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT. THE COMMITMENT AND EXCITEMENT WHICH I
WITNESSED AT THAT GATHERING MADE A DEEP AND POSITIVE
IMPRESSION ON ME. IT ALSO ILLUSTRATED HOW IMPORTANT THE
ENERGY OF THE NGO COMMUNITY IS TO REVITALIZING THE UNITED
NATIONS.

ONE OF THE MORE INTRIGUING ASPECTS OF CIVIC ACTIVISM
THESE DAYS, IN PARTICULAR AS IT RELATES TO NGOS, IS THAT
IT IS GETTING HARDER AND HARDER TO KNOW WHAT EXACTLY AN
NGO IS. IS AN NGO AN ORGANIZATION THAT ADVOCATES
PARTICULAR AREAS OF PUBLIC POLICY? ONE THAT OPERATES
VITAL PROGRAMS PROVIDING ESSENTIAL SERVICES IN THE FIELD?
A GRASSRQOTS ASSOCIATION OF TECHNICAL EXPERTS WHO
VOLUNTEER THEIR CQMBINED WISDOM FOR PHILANTHROPIC OR
SELF-INTERESTED PURPOSES? ARE NGOS COLLECTIVES OF
LIXE-MINDED INDIVIDUALS WHO MREBEV&Q OAVE ACCESS TO
INFORMATION JA#HAB~ OR, CONVERSELY, A GROUP OF OUTSIDERS

TS PR G R e e P e oc 10 PARTRIERS TP Jt TV
GOVERMMENTS OR AT ODDS WITH TH DOES "NON- GOVERNMBNTAL"

MEAN "UNACCOUNTABLE"™? — ______‘_‘“‘“_

IN MY OWN COUNTRY, I HAVE FOUND THAT NGO MEANS ALL
EXCEPT THE LAST OF THE ABOVE. NGOS ARE NOT ONLY GREAT
WATCHDOGS OF GOVERNMENT, THEY ARE INCREASINGLY WATCHDOGS
FOR EACH OTHER. THE BROAD-BASED PARTICIPATION OF EVERYDAY
SOCIETY IN THE NGO MOVEMENT GUARANTEES NGO ACCOUNTARILITY
NOT ONLY TO THE COMMITMENTS THEY MAKE TO GOVERMMENTS BUT
TO THOSE THEY MAKE TO THEIR MEMBERSHIP. NOW MORE THAN
EVER, NGOS HAVE INSTSTED UPON INCLUSION IN THE PROGRAMS OF

AR BeTH
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ACTION OF THE UN’S MAJOR CONFERENCES. THEY INSIST UPON
BEING COUNTED ON AND ACCOUNTED FOR.

EARLIER THIS YEAR, AT THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD SUMMIT
FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN COPENHAGEN, DENMARK, I

EMPHASI2ED THAT 2
A
IN ADDRESSING THE WORLD’S SOCIAL PROBLEMS, WE CANNOT
EXPECT GOVERNMENTS TO ACT ALONE, PARTICULARLY I RA
OF SCATTERED AND . . . . SCARCE RESOURCES; . ~—

GOVERNMENTS NEED NGOS TO MONITOR THEIR ACTIONS, AND TO
MOBILIZE THEM TO FIND INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO
PROBLEMS.

I ALSO SAID THAT "NGOS CAN INSPIRE US TO WORK MORE
EFFECTIVELY WITH EACH OTHER —- WITHIN THE NGO COMMUNITY
AND WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS."

THOSE TRUTHS STILL HOLD.

AT THE SOCIAL SUMMIT, THE UNITED STATES WENT ONE STEP
FURTHER TOWARD PUTTING THOSE CONCEPTS INTO ACTION. VICE
PRESIDENT GORE ANNOUNCED U.S. INTENTIONS TO RECOGNIZE THE
EXPERTISE, LEADERSHIP AND COST-EFFECTIVENESS OF NGOS
THROUGH A NEW INITIATIVE WHICH WILL CHANNEL FORTY PER CENT
OF U.S. DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE TEROUGH NGOS, BOTH US-BASED
BAND INDIGENOUS. VICE PRESIDENT GORE STATED AT THE SUMMIT
THAT U.S. OBJECTIVES IN LAUNCHING THE "NEW PARTNERSHIPS
INITIATIVE" WERE TO EMPOWER SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURS TO DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH; TO STRENGTHEN THE
ROLE OF NGOS IN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM(S); AND TO HELP
NATIONS BOLSTER DEMOCRACY AT THE LOCAL LEVEL."

ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT OF THE NGO COMMUNITY IS -- FOR US --
THE MOST CREDIBLE WAY TO MEET THOSE GOALS.

3S oo
EERPATNLY, THE NSS EMT—FXPERTENCE~OF-THE
ACCREDITATION OF OVER 2 NGOS TO THE FOURTH WORLD

CONFERENCE ON WOMEN IS & TESTIMONY TO THE FACT THAT NGOS
ARE MAJOR PLAYERS IN THE FORMULATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
INTERNATIONAL POLICIES. SHAJLJI&@HE’CUNTERENCB-iESEZE

e 5 g -~THE NGO FOR gllltiett ies D To HTRACT
PARALLEL W THE CONFERENCE Amem—eﬁé-ae-ﬂee——-ssoum (s €xpEcTE )

GO§FERBNCB'?RGTﬁinZS-—ON“THB-eeﬁiaﬁﬁiv—iﬁ?IS A ~
RESOUNDING CONFIRMATION OF HOW EAGER NGOS WORLDWIDE ARE TO
COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER, TO LEARN FROM EACH OTHER AND
TO WORK WITH EACH OTHER:REIFH-OR-WITHOOT THE-ALPROBAFION—-OF
GOVERNMENT S—AND—-FO~HE P —PROMOTE- THE ~ITSSUZS " AND~PRICRESIES
OP-FHE-GEOBAL"XGENDRT IT IS BHBWISE A REAFFIRMATION OF

DEMOCRACY IN ACTION. Fe=xZS>
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NGOS’ TECHNICAL EXPERTISE, COMBINED WITH THEIR AGILITY W DISSERIWATIANG
RNL. P88 CIHPNE= PN TERNAT TONAT ~DEVELGEMBNGO ~PRROYCH
RETWOMS, HAVE MADE THEM INVALUABLE PARTNERS IN
DEVELOPMENT. THEY HAVE BECOME FAMILIAR ACTORS IN ALL
DELIBERATIONS AT CONFERENCES AND "“PREPCOMS™ LEADING TP TO
CONFERENCES. GRADUALLY, GOVERNMENTS HAVE REALIZED THAT
INCLUSION OF NGOS IN THE VARIOUS PHASES OF NEGOTIATIONS IS
A SAFE, TRANSPARENT WAY TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE
PRACTICAL, GROUND-LEVEL IMPLICATIONS OF OFFICIAL
DELIBERATIONS. TO USE A POPULAR AMERICAN EXPRESSION, NGOS
HAVE A WAY OF "KEEPING US HONEST," IN TOUCH WITH WHAT
REALLY MATTERS, FOCUSSED ON WHAT IS REALLY DOABLE, AND
CONSCIOUS OF OUR CONSTITUENCIES.

NGOS HAVE ALSO BECOME CRITICAYL PLAYERS IN THE REALM OF
IMPLEMENTATION. AS AMBASSADOR MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT
RECENTLY COMMENTED, "LOOK AT ALMOST ANY UN ACTIVITY AND
YOU WILL SEE NGOS PROVIDING TECHNICAL EXPERTISE,
CONCEPTUAL GUIDANCE, LOGISTICS, PERSONNFEL, ACCESS AND
MONEY. THIS IS TRUE OF HUMANITARIAN OPERATIONS,
ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES, THE PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE
AND CHILD SURVIVAL PROGRAMS, AND EVEN TO THE TWO WAR
CRIMES TRIBUNALS."

THIS WAS NOT THE CASE A GENERATION AGO, BUT IT IS AN
UNDENIABLE REALITY NOW BROM-—WHICH-TRERE-CAN BE NO RETREAT.

I’VE OBSERVED ANOTHER EXCITING TREND AMONG THE NGO
COMMUNITY. WE ARE SEEING TODAY, A CIVIL REVOLUTION OF
SORTS. THE NOTION OF THE "“GLOBAL VILLAGE" SEEMS STRANGELY
ANACHRONISTIC WHEN WE CONSIDER THE HIGR-TECH ABILITY OF
NGOS TO COMMUNICATE WITH EACH OTHER. THROUGH THAT
COMMUNICATION, NOWADAYS DUBBED “NETWORKS", NGOS HAVE
CREATED STRONG BONDS OF COOPERATION, UNDERSTANDING AND,
FURTHER ACTIVISM. THE SPLIT-SECOND ELECTRONIC HOOR-UP
PROVIDED BY AN INTERNATIONAL NETWORK NGO HAS THE
CAPABILITY OF LITERALLY PLACING THE "WORLD AT ONE’S
FINGERTIPS." NGOS HAVE LEFT THE GLOBAL VILLAGE FOR A
TECHNOLOGICAL "SPACE STATION" WHICH SERVES AS A TEMPORARY
DEPOT FOR REGROUPING BEFORE MOVING ON TO EXPLORE THE NEXT
FRONTIER.

PRIVATE SECTOR-LED ADVANCES IN COMMUNICATION ARE IN
LARGE PART RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS NEW PHASE OF INTERACTION.
THE PIONEERING SPIRIT AND ADVANCES OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR,
COMPLEMENTED BY RESOURCES FROM THE SERVICE AND TRADE
FIELDS AND BY INFORMATION FROM ACADEMIA, ARE CONVERTING
THE GLOBAL VILLAGE INTO A TZj#ING, COSMOPOLITAN COMMUNITY.

(MEDIA) Tssmewl 7

I CONSIDER THE MEDIA TO BE ANOTHER PRINCIPAL ACTOR
AMONG CIVIL SOCIETY ACTIVISTS.
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THE PIONEERING VIGOR OF MRfEA ENTERPRISES LIKE CNN HAS ;1?‘

DEMONSTRATED THE ABILITY OF THE MEDIA TO FOCUS .
INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION, MOTIVATE GOVERNMENTS TO TAKE
ACTION AND MOBILIZE THE PUBLIC TO CONTRIBUTE RESOURCES

TONARD LIFE-AND-DEATH SITUATIONS. THIS CAPACITY HAS ﬂe -
CHANGED THE NATURE AND SPEED OF THE DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS a2 i | le
AND IS UNDERESTIMATED AT ONE’S OWN PERIL. IN THE OLD 3—“? . _)é
DAYS, IT WAS SAID THAT A "PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND [ J"‘j v J
WORDS®. NOW WE SAY, "ONE WELL-PLACED NEWS STORY CAN SAVE ves w,’

A THOUSAND LIVES.®" THE MEDIA’S INVESTMENT IN BRINGING THE &
WORLD TO OUR HOME HAS THE ADDED ADVANTAGE OF ENCOURAGING |
CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT. EVEN WHEN GOVERNMENTS ARE

CRITICIZED FOR PERCEIVED INACTION ‘ON AN
ISSUE, THE MEDIA’S ABILITY TO FOCUS AND
OF THE DIALOGUE HELPS THE PUBLIC IN THE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS GOVERNMENT. GOD
PRESIDENT CLINTON HAS SEEN HIS SHARE OF

INTERNATIONAL

TO RAISE THE LEVEL
LONG RUN TO TAKE
RNOWS THAT

"BAD PRESS";

HOWEVER, TO THE EXTENT THAT "BAD PRESS" KEEPS THE DEBATE
OF AN ISSUE ALIVE AND THE PUBLIC ENGAGED, WE SAFEGUARD OUR
DEMOCRACY, CONVERTING A POTENTIALLY PROVINCIAL AND
INWARDLY-TURNED POPULACE INTO A THOUGHTFUL,
OUTWARD~-LOOKING ACTIVIST CONSTITUENT.

THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY HAS EMERGED AS ANOTHER
IMPORTANT CIVIL SOCIETY PARTNER. HERETOFORE, THE PRIVATE
SECTOR HAD ENJOYED A QUIET LEAD IN FORGING INTERNATIONAL
BONDS. WITH THE GLOBALIZATION OF ECONOMIES, WE HAVE SEEN

THAT THE PRIVATE SECTOR’S CREATIVITY —Wite=33¥Je®Ds CAN
NESEMBERTS .

BYSINESS“— I B-ABONE- THE VIENNA CONFERENCE ON HUMAN
RIGHTS AND THE RIO DE JANEIRO CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT
AND DEVELOPMENT REAFFIRMED THE INTERRELATEDNESS OF ALL OUR
HUMAN ENDEAVORS. WHETHER WE DISCUSS THE TRANSFER OF
TECHNOLOGY FROM INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES TO THE DEVELOPING
WORLD, OR THE PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
WITHIN AND AMONG NATIONS, BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENTS HAVE AN
INTEREST AND A RESPONSIBILITY TO WORK TOGETHEER TO MAXIMIZE
PROFIT AND PUBLIC BENEFIT.

AT TRE SAME TIME, IT IS ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THE
BUSINESS:- COMMUNITY AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY MORE
GENERALLY MUST BE VIGILANT ABOUT WHERE AND HOW BUSINESS
OPERATES TO ENSURE THAT THE GOAL OF ECONOMIC GROWTH IS NOT
USED AS AN EXCUSE FOR THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RJIGHTS OR THE
DESTRUCTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT.

De (efe

AN INCREASINGLY GLOBAL ECONOMY REQUIRES INCREASING
GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY. THIS IS AN ECONOMIC AS WELL AS A
POLITICAL REALITY; IT APPLIES TO PRIVATE SECTOR AS MUCH AS
TO GOVERNMENTS. MOST RECENTLY, WE HAVE INVITED THE
PRIVATE SECTOR TO SEARE ITS INFORMATION WITH US ABOUT
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COST-EFFICIENT MANAGEMENT, AND ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND AND
STATE OF THE ART TECHNOLOGIES. WE LIKEWISE HAVE ASKED
BUSINESS TO CONSIDER ITS CONTRIBUTION BEYCHD™HD sESi
DMR@PFE=SEIS -~ TO INVEST THROUGH TRAINING, LONG-TERM

COMMITMENT IN COMMUNITIES, AND SOMETIMES THROUGH ACTING AS :g;
CIVIC MODELS TO FURTHER THE PAO
ESPECIALLY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. NEWLY

INDEPENDENT STATES OF THE FORMER SOVIET UNION TO THE NEW

DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA, INTERNATIONAL BUSINESSES HAVE

ACCEPTED THE CHALLENGE OF WORKING WITH CIVIC GROUPS, AND

EXPANDING THEIR ACTIVITIES TO INCLUDE THIS KIND OF ? e
PARTNERSHIP. Cf BELIEVE THAT THEIR WILLINGNESS TO TAKE T fZ.s '7""’c at “\/4 !
THOSE EXTRA STEPS CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO THEIR INVOLVEMENT { -12¢.« be /

IN THE DEBATES IN THE UN AND AT THE VARIOUS conrznsuczé?} Lo e

LIKE THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE NGO COMMUNITY OR THE
PRIVATE SECTOR, ACADEMIA’S CONTRIBUTION IS ALSO
ESSENTIAL. HOWEVER, IN MANY RESPECTS, ACADEMIA IS LAGGING
BEHIND. WHERE BUSINESSES AND NGOS HAVE HEARD THE BELL AND
COME RUNNING, FAR TOO MANY DWELLERSCEEZIVOR?'TO IN ALL

PARTS OF THE WORLD STILL Apvmrm—wm—inT__ M£§ s
TOLLS Ty /?T @zu,

IN FAIRNESS, UNIVERSITIES AND THINK TANKS DO ABOUND
WITH EXCITING, PROVOCATIVE PROPOSALS RELATED TO
SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES. THE PROBLEM HERE ~- AND IT APPEARS
TO BE ONE OF CULTURES -- IS THAT THERE IS NO VISIBLE,
CONSISTENT LINKAGE BETWEEN THAT INTELLECTUAL ACTIVITY AND
THE GROUND-BREAKING WORK THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IS
ATTEMPTING AT THE UN. INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING
COULD ADVANCE UN GOALS SIGNIFICANTLY IF THEY, LIKE OTHER
PARTNERS OF CIVIL SOCIETY, ENGAGED IN THE DEBATE. THE
ADDED ADVANTAGE OF THE INTELLECTUAL IS THAT SHE OR HE
POSES THE MORAL QUESTION. THEY HIGHLIGHT THE RELEVANCE OF
THE ISSUE. WE ARE AT RISK OF LOSING THAT MORAL INVESTMENT
OF OUR ACADEMIC COMMUNITY. FPERHAPS MEMBER STATES AND
INSTITUTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ARE EQUALLY AT
FAULT FOR NOT ACTIVELY ENOUGH ENCOURAGING ACADEMIC
PARTICIPATION. WE MUST PROMOTE LINKAGE AND SYNERGY
BETWEEN ACADEMIA, NGOS, AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR SO THAT THE
ISSUES OF TODAY ARE WEIGHED UPON BY TOMORROW’S SCHOLARS.
SO THAT TODAY’S PHILOSOPHERS AND APYANCED MEIRSFATICIANSS ~
INFLUENCE CONTEMPORARY THKINKING ABOUT THE POLITICAL
CHOICES OUR GOVERNMENTS ARE=MAXIG.

MAEE:

I WANT THIS INVOLVEMENT TO GO BEYOND THE UN
INTERGOVERNMENTAL FORUM, THOUGH. WE NEED THE INTELLECTUAL
AND MORAL DEBATE TO RE~EMERGE IN PUBLIC DEBATE. 1IN THIS
DECADE, WE KAVE COMMITTED OURSELVES TO FORGING INTEGRATED
APPROACHES TO DEVELOPMENT AND ADVANCING HUMAN RIGHTS FOR
ALL CHILDREN, WOMEN AND MEN. THESE GOALS REQUIRE FULL
PARTNERSHIPS AND WE HAVE BEEN NEARLY SUCCESSFUL IN FORGING
THEM. AS WE CONTINUE THIS JOURNEY, WE HAVE A UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY AND MORAL OBLIGATION TO INVOLVE ALL RELEVANT
PARTIES, TO ENRICH THE DIALOGUE AND CREATE THE MOST
DYNAMIC PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE FUTURE.




