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screenings.

in 1991, mammograms were added as a covered benefit under Medicare Part B,
vet fewer than 40 percent of women over age sixty-five use the benefit. As part of the
campaign, | have traveled across the country to listen to senior women, doctors, and
others and to raise awareness about the Medlcare mammography benefit. | discovered
that financial difficulties, lack of transportation to the doctor’s office, misinformation
about early treatment of breast cancer, and the fear of finding out that they may have
breast cancer keep many women from getting regular mammograms.

With this in mind, | was delighted to see examples of successful outreach
programs In New England when organizations hold house parties where women are
taught how to do breast self examinations. We need to support and expand such
aeducational programs. We also neaed to make sure that after a mammogram ls dons,
there are providers ready and willing to conduct any necessary subsequent diagnostic
testings and treatments, regardless of a woman’s ability to pay.

Again, thank you all for coming today and for caring about the health of women in
New England. By working together, meeting to discuss our ideas and our vision, by
sharing our experience in our own families and our hopes for the future, we can make a
real difference for women. Together we can keep the importance of these vital women'’s

issues in the forefront of our government’s health care decision making process.



