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Welcome to this remarkable Conference on Women and Scienr.e.

I am delighted to be able to take part--even from afar--in a 

gathering of such distinguished women and to have the opportunity 

to convey my admiration for the work you do in one of our most 

challenging professions. � 
� o.,J�tM"I, �0,......J-1 

Whenever I speak t�ists � reminde; o;-t: time 
\ � � .. k.. b IJ,-\ ,._

when l wrote te HA.GA at age fourteen to find cut about my 
J 

prospects �• a futMe as�FOftaut. �eedless to say, I was 

heartbroken when they wrote back to tell me :hat girls were not 

allowed in the program. Thankfully those rules have changed. And 

�002 

a,I(,.� • 
because of women like you, girls across America can a�pl?e � do 1 � 

\""c; ♦- :,•••h( 
just about anything--knowing that many cf the challenges have 

already been confronted by this generation of leaders. Yet �here 

i� much more that we can do to help women find their way.

Thi� conrerence will help identify both the continuing 

challenge� that women tace in choosing scientific a�d :echnical 

careers and wlll offer some toola to meet those ctallenges. In 

times like these, when so many traditions and assumptions are 

changing about th� .tule o! women and work, it 1s important that 

we continue to promote oppu.ttun1t1es ror women in the sciences 
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and every other profession. 

N0.474 

Thanks in part to your example, more and more women are 

choosing careers in .areas or- $Cience, mathematics, · engineering,

and technology; more women are teaching i� �hese disciplines; and 

more women are carrying their scientific training i�to other jobs 

and endeavors. These developments are not only good for 

individual women but for aociety as a whole, which oenefits 

greatly from an educated and skilled workforce a�d from the 

special vision and life experiences that women bring to their 

jobs. 

Because of the positions you have attai�ed, you ca� 

encourage all young women to set high goals in the scientific 

arena with the expectatior. that they will succeed . .By pravi44.ng 

s-troog r.ole models ieir the young girls of today, you are �elping 

t�a,re tbe way fop tha womeri of tomorrow.

I am sure that the paths you have to11owed have not always 

been easy. I'm sure many of you have raced difficult choices and 

challenges along the way. But you nave succeeded in sc::.ence an<.l 

engineering because of your creativity, skil:., and per::ieve1.cu1t;e. 
1-1.A-\.Rllc,_, •w fut< , .. k,...s.,�...o J 

And your eftorts re:n.ind us that �-!ttllncS'!i a!;! a soctet:y depends

h �N--�"'-e.;t,..- ':::t J on eH'iJ'9:9Hl9 w6"men in the t1eld� yuu hctve cr.osen. 

Thank you fuL· leading the way for. girl!> ;:1nd woman QVerywh,er,g 

who dream of 1J1:lng scientil!ts. it#� 

1102 



Welcome to this Conference on Women and Science.

Good luck in this

###

I am delighted to be able to take part—even from afar—in a 
gathering of such a distinguished group of women and am inspired 
by your determination to deal with the challenges that lie ahead. 
The National Science Foundation—the agency of leadership in 
science and engineering research and education—has called you 
here to share in your collective knowledge and benefit from the 
wisdom of your experience.

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION CONFERENCE 
NOVEMBER 22, 1995

Science and engineering demand creativity and perseverance. 
We must draw upon our whole population to succeed in these fields 
so essential to our nation's prosperity. I honor you for what 
you have accomplished and hope that by the end of the next decade 
conferences such as these will be routine activities with 
increasing attendance and equal recognition.
endeavor.

This conference will help identify both the continuing 
challenges that women face in choosing scientific and technical 
careers and also the tools to meet those challenges. In these 
rapidly changing times, it is important that we continue to 
address issues of sexism in the workplace and renew our 
commitment to the struggle for fairness.

More and more women are choosing careers in areas of 
science, mathematics, engineering, and technology; teaching in 
these disciplines; and carrying their training into all sectors 
of the workplace. As a result, our country profits from a highly 
educated and skilled workforce and our own lives are enriched. 
Because you have already reached these career goals, you can 
encourage all young women to set similarly high goals with the 
expectation of accomplishment. By providing strong role models 
for the young girls of today, we help pave the path for the women 
of tomorrow.

Last September in Beijing, I spoke to women from around the 
globe. I was deeply moved by the number of women who have 
assumed positions of leadership and responsibility in their 
countries. They are working to enhance commerce, improve 
government, and generally raise living standards for all 
citizens. Like you, these women have faced difficult choices and 
often made extraordinary sacrifices to succeed.
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National Science Foundation Conference

Wcmien & Science: Celebrating Achievements, Charting Challenges

The First Lady Biliary Rodham Clinton

Remarks for Video Greeting

Welcome to this Conference on Women and Science.

accomplished, and for your determination to deal with the challenges ahead.

I am delighted that the National Science Foundation—the agency of leadership 

in science and engineering research and education—has called you here. The

Foundation’s purpose is to share in your collective knowledge and benefit from the 

wisdom of your experience. We all recognize that even a decade ago, the number of 

women who could have responded to the invitation was vastly smaller.

More and more women are choosing careers in areas of science, mathematics.

engineering, and technology; teaching in these disciplines; and carrying their 

training into all sectors of the workplace. As a result, our country profits in earning

power through a highly educated and skilled workforce and our own lives are

enriched. Because the women in this room have already reached these career goals.

we can encourage all young women to set similarly high goals with the expectation 

of accomplishment. Our goal here is to ensure that my daughter’s generation 
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This gathering of distinguished women fills me with pride for what you have 
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perceives the image of a woman doing research as an attractive and achievable 

career path.

responsibility in their countries. They are working to enhance commerce, improve 

government, and generally raise living standards for all citizens. Like you, these 

women have faced difficult choices and often made extraordinary sacrifices to 

succeed.

This conference will help identify both the continuing challenges that women face in 

continuing vestiges of sexism that lead to improper barriers for selection, retention.

and advancement; and—as always—equal pay for equal work. I call on you to use 

this time to give clarity and direction to these and other needs; and to renew your 

commitment to the struggle for fairness.

Science and engineering demand creativity and perseverance. We must draw upon 

our whole population to succeed in these fields so essential to our nation’s 

prosperity. I know you will use your talents and experience over the next two days 

to craft new approaches and policies to support this goal. I honor you for what you 

have accomplished. I know that by the end of the next decade, conferences for

choosing scientific and technical careers and also the tools to meet those challenges.

We know that we must address the need for flexibility in employment; the 

Last September in Beijing, I spoke to women from around the globe. I was deeply 

moved by the number of women who have assumed positions of leadership and 
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women in science will be routine activities with increasing attendance and equal

recognition. Good luck in this endeavor.

I wish each of you and your families a joyous holiday season.
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nsf
August 8, 1995

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

llUVVx - -------

Sincerely,

VtVvtC

Enclosure

We would be pleased with a topic of your choice appropriate to the theme of the 
Conference. Anne Petersen, Deputy Director of NSF, is in charge of the Conference 
program, and she can be reached at (703) 306-1000. A description of the Conference and 
its goals are enclosed. For further information or questions, your staff may contact either 
Daryl E. Chubin at (703) 306-1650 or Sue Rosser at (703) 306-1637.

Neal Lane 
Director

The First Lady Hillary' R 
The White House 
Washington. DC 20500

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
4201 WILSON BOULEVARD 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22230

Knowing the extreme demands on your time, the Planning Committee would be glad to 
rearrange the order of opening events to accommodate your schedule. Other activities 
scheduled for the opening session include the recognition of distinguished guests, special 
entertainment, and a reception.

The National Science F
Committee invite you t
National Invitational C
Charting Challenges.”
1995, at 7:00 P.M at the Sheraton Wasningiuu

OFFICE OF THE
DIRECTOR

-
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National Invitational Conference on

December 13-15, 1995

Preliminary Fact Sheet

Focus:

our understanding of the natural and social, worid.

Program:

Outcomes:

Contact:

National Science Foundation
Directorate for Education and Human Resources (EHR)

For more information, please contact the EHR Conference Planning 
Committee through Dr. Daryl Chubin (703/306-1650; email dchubin 
@nsf.gov) or Dr. Sue Rosser (703/306-1637; email srosser@nsf.gov).

Sheraton Washington Hotel 
Washington; DC

U

Women and Science:
Celebrating Achievements, Charting Challenges

t Through a program of plenary and breakout sessions, both popular and 
\ disciplinary-based speakers will interact with leaders from the academic, 

pub He, and private sectors to share research-based knowledge on women 
and girls, and examine programs -- Kindergarten to postdoc -- that are 

^exemplary in developing human resources. Cutting-edge scientific research 
conducted by women investigators will also be featured. Exhibits and 
poster sessions will provide additional information. Two receptions and a 
luncheon are planned.

NSF supports women working in science, engineering, mathematics, and 
technology (what we call here “science”). NSF is dedicated to integrating 
education and research in and on science. This conference seeks to 
showcase the persons, the research, and the edugational proRrams that have 
increased the participation and contributions of women in science as well as

The conference will serve as a quahty window on science as education, as 
research, and as a range of career opportunities. The conference will be 
structured to facifitate the exchange of information and spur the attendees 
traction at their home institutionsTThrough celebration of what has been
achieved, new ideas for meeting the challenges in science bound up with 
gender will be explored.


