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NOVEMAER 22, 1995

Welcome to this remarkable Conference on Women and Science.

I am delighted to be akle to take part~-even from afar--in a
gathering of such cdistinguished women and to have the cpportunity
to convey my admiration for the work you do in one of our most
challenging professions.
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Whenever I speak tovscientists/I am reminded of the time
T wreote b ASA
when Jl_uroba-£e~NASA at age fourteen)to find cut about =y
prospects as-a~future-asstrenaut. Needless to say, I was
heartbroken when they wrote back to tell me that girls were not
allowed in the program. Thankfully those rules have changed. And
MR 2\ .
because of women like you, girls across ARmerica can aSpT?E‘U% do' 7
\"chea=Saeadl
just about anythirng--knowing that many cf the challenges have
already been confronted by this generatien of leaders. Yet there

is much more tha% we can do to help women find their way.

This conference will help identify both the continuing
challenges that women tace in choosing scientific and zechnical
careers and will offer some tocols to meet those challenges. In
timca like these, when s8¢ many traditions and assumptions ate
changing about the tole of women and wcrk, it is important that

we continue to promote wpportunities tor women in the sciences
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and every other profession.

Thanks in part to your exemple, mcre and more wocmen are
choosing careers in aseas-of~science, mathematics, engineering,
and technology:; more wcmen are teaching in these disciplines; and
more women are carrying their scientific training into other Jjobg
and endeavors. These developments are not only good for
individual women but for gociety as a whole, which penefits
greatly from an educated and skilled workforce and from the

special vision and life experiences that women bring to thear

dobs.

Because of the positions you have attaired, you can
encourage all young women to set high goals in the scientific
arena with the expectatior that they will succeed. 3Bx-prauviding
strang role models-fer-tire~yoOUNg girls oI TtodaY;, POU ITE TEIPInhg
topaxe rhe _uwax.£oxr-tlire~wOMEN 0L tOomorrow.

I am sure that the paths you have tollowed have not always
been easy. I'm sure many of you have faced difficult choices and
challenges along the way. But you have succeeded 1n sclence and

engineering recause cf your creativity, 8kil., and perseverance.
4-&»-\(-{1(.:»1 cu..(__Ful( Le\-u—h‘o-o_J
And your efforts remind us that oup-fuaiinedd as a soclety depends
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on Te fields you have chosen.

Thank you fur leading the way for girls and women everywhere

who dream of being scientiats, #H4



























